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We are in that wonderful time of year.  The humidity has
dropped, we have cooler evenings, people are camping on
country and we move from Easter to Pentecost.  Bishop
Michael recently broke open the Word as part of a mass at the
Australian Conference of Bishops meeting in Sydney.  In this
homily our Bishop shared the importance of making
connection.  We need to connect with our loving God, each
and every day.  We need to connect with each other.  And we
need to connect with country.  For me a literal sign of this
connection has been the opening of the low level crossing
outside Fitzroy Crossing.  This vital piece of road connects
family, educators, supplies and so much more.  It makes it
possible for our Eastern sisters and brothers to meet with our
Western sisters and brothers in the Kimberley.  The season of
Pentecost is often described as the 'birthday' or the beginning
of our Church.    One of the key gifts of the spirit that makes
this possible is Unity.  We all don't have to be the same - but
we all share that common bond, that common faith.  

COMING TOGETHER AGAIN 

 The Gija Dictionary was launched in the first week of May in Warmun.  It was a
wonderful celebration of language, life and culture.  

WALKING TOGETHER

Low level Crossing Martuwarra (Fitzroy River) April 2023

“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. . . .
At this sound, the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native
language of each” (Acts 2:4, 6). Those gathered do not all
suddenly start speaking the same language. The Spirit does
not reveal uniformity; the miracle is one of unity in diversity
and understanding.  In the last month there have been some
wonderful celebrations of language.  In Warmun the Gija
dictionary was launched and in Bidyadanga the Indigenous
Literacy Foundation published "Country Tells Us When"
with Mangala and Karajarri translations.  The gift of the Holy
Spirit is that we can be strong in our languages and cultures
and  we can also be strong together in the faith we hold.
Just like that road across the river the Holy Spirit can bring
us together as one in Christ Jesus.
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We're on Facebook!!    If you are a Facebook user please like
and share.

In the encyclical Laudato Si’ Pope Francis calls us to act directly
to Care for Our Common Home in areas including avoiding using
plastic and stopping plastic going into landfill. To support this
the Cathedral Parish are inviting members to keep plastic lids
and plastic bread tags for reuse/recycling.    

Lids4Kids Australia
Lids4Kids Australia is grassroots 100% volunteer project which
rescues plastic bottle lids from landfill to benefit the
environment and repurposes them into sustainable recycled
plastic products to benefit kids.

Aussie Bread Tags for Wheelchairs
Plastic bread tags collected in Australia are recycled here,
raising funds to buy wheelchairs for disadvantaged people,
many in Africa.  If you have similar stories to share from your
community or you would like to find out more about creating a
Laudato Si project in your parish, agency or school please get in
touch.

 

THE CHANGE MAKERS

 The theme for this year's National Volunteer Week is
'Changemakers'.  It would be hard to imagine a Diocese
with a more diverse range of volunteer positions in
Australia. We thank each and every one of you for the
gift of your time and talents.  Michael Keane first
started volunteering in the Diocese in 1974.  That is a
lifetime of stories and a gift of time and talents.

Jesus, we were created in the image of your love. Even

now you call your Church to be your hands and feet, to

offer loving service to one another in your name.

We give you thanks for the Spirit you send to sustain

and strengthen us in our works of love. We give you

thanks for the members you raise up to respond with

special service, each in their own way, to the needs of

our local communities.

Please bless all who freely labour for your love,

especially the volunteers who give of themselves to

support our Church. Bring to fulfilment the gifts they

offer in hope of a better world and help us to see in

one another the beauty and dignity that you bestow

on each person.

Renew our hearts in grace and gratitude, that we may

always find new reasons for joy.

Amen!     (From Catholic Charities of Central Colorado)
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LISTENING TO THE HEART 

A group has been meeting in Bidyadanga and Broome reflecting on the scriptures and
the Uluru Statement from the Heart.

Congratulations to Maureen Yanawana from Bidyadanga.  Maureen translated the newly
published "Country Tells Us When" into Mangala.

Contact Details:

Mark Copland
Director of Pastoral Projects
pastoralprojects@broomediocese.org
(08) 91921060

Jasper the therapy dog spending quality time with Vince. There is no truth to the
rumour that Jasper will be at the helm of finances while Vince oversees things from
Geraldton

FAREWELL BUT NOT GOOD BYE

 It is not the end of the story, just a new chapter for
Vincenzo Rigoli and the Diocese of Broome. There is a
mixture of sadness and joy with the news that Vince will
complete his term as Diocesan Financial Administrator on
the 3rd June. In order to be a little closer to family Vince has
accepted a role as Diocesan Financial Administrator in
Geraldton.   

Vince has been a true servant of the Diocese of Broome and
done all he could possibly do to put us in the best financial
situation we can be in to face the future.    Thank you Vince
for your diligence, commitment and eye for detail.  May our
God bless you greatly in your new position.  

The joy for us  is that Vince will continue to play a role as
acting DFA visiting the Diocese from Geraldton one week
every month.  With the wonders of modern technology
Vince will be able to keep an eye on things in Broome with
Janet Ryan, Mark Copland, George and Fran Wilmann
continuing in the office with day-to-day management.  

The Australian Bishops recently released a statement
encouraging all Catholics to read the Uluru Statement from
the Heart and prayerfully consider the call for a Voice to
Parliament. 
 
"We will soon have the opportunity to examine the precise
wording and we will be asked to vote on the proposal
towards the end of the year. We want to encourage all
Australians to educate themselves as well as possible
concerning the proposal to establish the Voice.   This is an
important moment in the history of the nation, and it can
help us to move towards a deep and just reconciliation. It
also offers a mechanism to improve the lives of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.
We urge all Australians to engage in the debate
productively, respecting each other and accepting that
people may, in good faith, have differing concerns and
perspectives."   There are a number of great resources
available to further this conversation.  If you would like to
access these please get in touch with pastoral projects.
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FIFTH PLENARY COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA
RECONCILIATION: HEALING WOUNDS, RECEIVING
GIFTS DECREE 

The Fifth Plenary Council of Australia decrees: 

Article 1 That each Catholic school, parish, diocese,
eparchy or organisation will respond to the
recommendations contained in the NATSICC
position paper, “Embracing Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islanders in the Life of the Catholic Church” in
the following ways: 

a. acknowledges in a prominent and appropriate
manner the Traditional Custodians of the land upon
which their buildings stand; 

b. includes the online Cultural Competency in a
Catholic Context course developed by NATSICC and
approved by the Bishops Commission for Relations
with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples in
the orientation and/or ongoing formation of staff
and volunteers to enable more effective and
appropriate ministry; 

c. ensures that any retreats and other formation
activities offered are culturally appropriate; 

d. works actively to include Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people on its committees, boards and
decision-making bodies.

Article 2

 That the advisory councils of the Bishops’
Commission for Liturgy, in partnership with
NATSICC, will develop options for the liturgically
and culturally appropriate use of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander symbols and rituals in Catholic
liturgical contexts, with respect for the diversity of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures. 

The Eastern Catholic Churches in Australia will
interpret the decrees of the Fifth Plenary Council of
Australia in accordance with the Code of Canons of
the Eastern Churches and the traditions of each
church sui iuris. 

In accordance with canon 446 of the Code of Canon
Law, this decree is not to be promulgated until it has
been reviewed by the Apostolic See. It will be
promulgated in Australasian Catholic Record and
the website of the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference in accordance with its usual practice.
The decrees will oblige six months after
promulgation.

Jasper got to meet some of the students from Warlawurru Catholic School in Halls
Creek recently 

There was a recent blessing of the hands (and paws) for Notre Dame University 
 Nursing Students and Jasper the Therapy Dog at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral


