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With the Feasts of Easter and Pentecost in the rear view
mirror it feels a bit like the half time siren has blown in the
game we might call 2023. The first quarter was tough
especially with the flooding of the Fitzroy Valley. The second
quarter saw things improve. The humidity dropped and the
roads were fixed - so people could get back on country and we
could welcome visitors from all over Australia.

In the Church Calendar we are now in Ordinary time. Without
getting too technical - this doesn't mean it is a dull or boring
time where there is not much happening. The Ordinary comes
from the Order of Sundays in a year that don't fall into Advent,
Christmas, Lent or Easter. This in fact is a time for us to grow
in our relationship with Jesus Christ. The scriptures during
this time reveal the teaching and healing and mission of Christ,
allowing us to better understand God who became human. We
learn that the Christ we follow is about humility rather than
pride, vulnerability rather than power. This Christ is about
including the excluded and dismantling structures of sin and
injustice.

So now the half time siren has gone we really enter the
premiership quarter for 2023. As this goes to print the waters
of the Martuwarra (Fitzroy River) have dropped from some
unseasonal mid year rain and the roads are opening again. We
have had some wonderful celebrations over the past few
months. In May there was a great time of prayer, reflection
and worship for the Feast of Pentecost at Warmun. In June
members of Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral Parish joined
with our sisters and brothers from the Bidyadanga parish in
celebrating the birth of St John the Baptist and 50 years of the
Missa Terra Spiritus Sancti (formerly Missa Kimberley / Missa
Bidyadanga).

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday was celebrated
across the Kimberley again with a focus on 50 years of the
Missa Kimberley in Broome. It was extra special to have
members of the Bidyadanga community and Mary Malone,
niece of the late Fr Kevin McKelson present on this special
occasion. The work of the Bidyadanga community and Fr
McKelson have been a gift to the Kimberley and Australian
Church.

THE HALF TIME SIREN SOUNDS

WALKING TOGETHER

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday in Broome July 2023

Laudato Si’ tells us of our previous Pope Benedict XVI’s
recognition, fully supported by Pope Francis, that we need to
recognise the natural environment has been gravely damaged
by our irresponsible behaviour. It also points out Saint John
Paul II, in his first encyclical, warned human beings frequently
seem to see no other meaning in our natural world than what
serves for immediate use and consumption (2015, #5-6). These
Popes call for an ‘ecological conversion’ as a component of our
spiritual beliefs, as we ‘care for our common home’.

LIVING LAUDATO SI’ KIMBERLEY

Fr Patricio and Fr Ernest preparing for
beginning of Aboriginal Sunday Mass

Madeleine Jadai (Bidyadanga) and
Mary Malone (niece of Fr McKelson)

Kevin Puertollano and Juanita Gower received the NAIDOC Elders of the Year
Award for Broome.  (Photo of Aunty Juanita courtesy of Goolari Media)
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Students from St Joseph's School, Kununurra painting
boomerangs for elders as part of NAIDOC week at Juniper
Aged Care

FOR OUR ELDERS

We're on Facebook!!    If you are a Facebook user please like
and share.

St Joseph's, Kununurra  students getting into the spirit of
NAIDOC #ForOurElders

Liz Davie receiving her NATSICC Service to the Community
Award at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral

Lena Judrill sharing in Jaru as part of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Sunday in Halls Creek

Erica Bernard and Aunty Shirley Quaresemin celebrating the
wonderful contribution of Aunty Leena in Derby

Monsignor Paul Boyers presenting Aunty Leena Buckle with
NATSICC Community Service Award

NAIDOC 2023
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PENTECOST 23

Young people from Frog Hollow with Fr Brian McCoy and Fr Salestinus Bani
celebrating Pentecost Feastday Mass in Warmun

An essential part of any Pentecost gathering is a campfire with shared singing and story. 
 Superstar volunteer Wolfgang calls this is Bush TV!

Contact Details:

Mark Copland
Director of Pastoral Projects
pastoralprojects@broomediocese.org
(08) 91921060

Jasper the therapy dog celebrated NAIDOC week with a wonderful event at Germanus
Kent / Bran Nue Day.  Kathy Watson was seen recently trying to recruit him to the
West Coast Eagles fan group.  They need all the help they can get!!

 A huge thank you to Josephite Sisters Alma Cabassi,
Theresa Morellini and Julianne Murphy who embodied the
hospitality and spirituality of Mary Mackillop for all of those
gathered. The staff of Ngalangangpum school were
extraordinary in their support and the Gija people made all
of those gathered feel welcome in their county. This for me
was an experience of what is possible in a synodal church
where we companion and journey together.  

.  

Over the weekend of 26-28 May more than 60 people
gathered at the Mirrilingki Retreat Centre near Warmun in
the East Kimberley.Communities represented included
Balgo, Mularn, Beagle Bay, Broome, Kununurra, Wyndham,
Frog Hollow, Halls Creek and Warmun. This was a very rich
time of sharing the faith story of the Kimberley region –
from Beagle Bay to Balgo and from the Leprosarium
(Bungarung) to Warmun. 

Sunday culminated with a wonderful mass led by Fr Brian
McCoy and Fr Salestinus Bani with participation from all
parts of our Diocese. Erica Bernard introduced the mass
with a wonderful description of the country across our vast
Diocese. The children of Frog Hollow prayerfully led the
people in a procession of the gifts.The scripture was read in
Gija as well as English. Music was led by a number of those
gathered. Magda Lee, a Church Leader from Balgo shared a
Pentecost Painting after communion. The space was
decorated with symbols of the time spent together
reflecting and praying over the weekend. Momentum is now
gathering for a body of people to further the mission of our
Diocese.This body would ensure that the rich cultures,
languages and faith are expressed in our liturgical
celebrations and in our communities. 

Amy and Cecil Mosquito worked with the Warmun
community to cook a bullock in a gungal (earthern oven)
which was shared after mass as part of the Pentecost
celebration. Many many people were generous in their
support of this event and we look forward to the fruits of
this time being revealed over the next twelve months. This
was a time of one Church in the Kimberley with the East and
West coming together to share and celebrate the faith we all
hold in common.  Many people travelled over a thousand
km to be a part of this event which filled all those present
with hope, faith and love.Special mention of the staff from
Luurnpa School who enabled community members to
participate.

Diana Jans and Sr Theresa Morellini cooking up a storm
in the kitchen at the Kimberley Retreat for Pentecost



JULY 2023 VOLUME 4

FIFTH PLENARY COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA
CHOOSING REPENTANCE – SEEKING HEALING
DECREE

The Fifth Plenary Council of Australia decrees:
Article 1

That to express more fully the aims of the annual
“Safeguarding Sunday”, in consultation with those
who have been harmed by abuse:
a. a new name will be adopted for “Safeguarding
Sunday”, and

b. the Bishops Commission for Liturgy will develop
appropriate rituals and liturgical resources to be
offered to parishes for use on the day.

VISITORS  to the KIMBERLEY

 

Dr Deborah Ruiz Wall, Ambassador De La Vega and Kevin
Puertollano with a baptismal font donated to Diocese by
members of Filipino Australian community  in 1915. 

A meeting of the minds!!  Fr Eamonn Conway, 
Fr Dan O'Donovan and Fr Gerard Whelan at 
weekly mass at Germanus Kent.

A wonderful celebration of  Broome culture and history as the St John of God Sisters
Heritage Centre welcomed a delegation from the Phillipine Embassy.  Photo courtesy
of SSJG Heritage Centre Broome

The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Catholic Council (NATSICC) is the
representative body for Aboriginal people
and Torres Strait Islander people within the
Catholic Church in Australia.  NATSICC has
created an online place for resources around
the upcoming Federal Referendum for the
Voice to Parliament.  

The website is indigenousvoice.church and
you will find a wealth of information there. 
 The website is titled One Journey, Together
and states, Our mission is to educate and
inform our fellow Catholics on this pivotal
moment in Australia’s history. We have
collated and created statements and
resources – grounded in the principles of
Catholic Social Teaching – to help you on
your process of discernment.
The Voice to Parliament Referendum
provides all Catholics with a unique
opportunity to come together as a
community and draw upon our faith and
moral grounding to make an informed
decision. 
One Journey, Together.

It's that beautiful time of year when
people travel from South and East
and over the sea to visit the
Kimberley.   It has been very special
to witness the positive interactions
with a number of school groups
undertaking immersions trips.  May
the beauty of our country and the
faith of our people stay with you
forever!!  Notre Dame University
Broome Campus hosted two
theologians, Fr Eamonn Conway and
Fr Gerard Whelan.  Fr Whelan gave a
wonderful lecture on Laudato Si and
the role of a Catholic university in
caring for our common home.  The
SSJG Heritage Centre hosted an
event for a delegation including the
Ambassador of the Republic of the
Philippines.  The delegation were here
to celebrate NAIDOC week and the
contribution of descendants of  the
'Manilamen' to our region.


