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ANEWSLETTER FOR THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF BROOME

A BROKEN BRIDGE, HEALING HEARTS AND MAKING ROOM

FOR JESUS

What are you waiting for? We now enter the season of
Advent in the Church, a time of preparing ourselves for the
birth of the Saviour Jesus. This year has been a year of
waiting. We began the year waiting for flood waters to
reside. We then waited for temporary crossings to be built
across the Martuwarra Fitzroy River. We then waited for a
more permanent new bridge to be built. We are in a time of
waiting with our Church.

We’re waiting for the appointment of a new Bishop. This
year we waited to see if the Australian people would
accept the Uluru Statement from the Heart and support a
Voice to Parliament. We are still waiting for the unfinished
business of right relationships in this country. In the West
Kimberley it’s the season of Man-gala and many of us are
waiting for rain. In many parts of the Kimberley we get the
consolation of sweet ripe (cooked) mangoes this time of
year. By the time you are reading this some of the waiting
may be over.

The rains will have started. On the 10th December the new
bridge across the Martuwarra will be opened for the first
time. As Bishop Michael recently reminded us, it is
incredible what can happen when people and
organisations work together for the common good. Advent
is not just about waiting it is also about preparing. Each
week we focus on the gifts of hope and faith, peace, love
and joy. We reflect on how we can prepare our hearts and
homes for Christ’s birth in the world today. In parts of our
Diocese the ancient prayer, the Angelus is still prayed at
midday each day. This beautiful and powerful prayer is a
reminder that the wonder and miracle of Christmas is that
God became incarnate through the birth of a small baby in
Bethlehem.

CHRIST THE KING FEASTDAY AT DJARINDJIN / LOMBADINA

Over 100 of the faithful gathered at Lombadina / Djarindjin for Christ the King Feastday.
Bishop Michael and Fr John Bosco celebrated the mass and there were 16 baptisms and 5
confirmations. It is thought this was the first time parts of the mass were celebrated in the
Bardi language.

Thank you for all of your words of welcome and encouragement
this year. Thank you for all of the times you have lived out our
Diocesan mission of bringing justice, reconciliation and peace to
our communities. May you and your loved ones have a peace
filled and blessed Christmas.

Mark Copland. (Director of Pastoral Projects)
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THE KIMBERLEY'S NEWEST ARMY
CHAPLAIN

Fr Ernest has cut a familiar
figure in the mornings and
evenings on the road from
Bidyadanga to the airport. For
much of the year he has been
getting into shape preparing
for the physical tests required
to enter the Australian Army.
There might be a little bit of
competition but after so many
months of hard physical effort
getting into shape. He surely is
one of the fittest priests in the
North West!! On his
appointment he was welcomed
as part of the "Norforce
Family". Congratulations Fr
Ernest. May your gentle
pastoral presence be a comfort
and support to those who
serve. Keep an eye out on the
road to Bidyadanga because
formal training will start for the
Kimberley's newest army
chaplain in 2024.

Fr Ernest being commissioned as a chaplain recently in
Darwin

FUNDINGTO
RESTORE SITE
OF HEALING AT
WARMUN

In the grounds of Ngalangalangpum School in Warmun is a site of healing
and reconciliation. It is the “Whipping Tree” This is the story of the
Whipping tree as told by Hector Chundaloo

At this tree is where his grandmother was brought in from the bush. She
was tied to the tree for several days, chained and whipped to tame her
because she was a wild black woman. She was pregnant for Hectors
mother at the time. When she was let go she went down the creek and
gave birth to his mother. The baby girl was found at the breast of her
dead mother. Hector, her grandson has marked the tree as a sacred
place and with the elders of the community choose this place that the
school was to be build around, so that the children would understand
the suffering their ancestor's had gone through, a place where we forgive
and healing growing together into the future as one.

With the flooding of 2011 and the work of white ants the tree is close to
falling down. We are delighted to report that Mary Mackillop Today will
be contributing towards an installation that remembers the whipping
tree. Mary Mackillop Today is a wonderful organisation continuing the
incredible legacy of community development and human rights work in
Australia and around the world. We are grateful for the support that
Mary Mackillop Today has given for this important project. The design of
the whipping tree installation will be a Warmun Community driven
model. We look forward to sharing the new whipping tree with you in
2024,
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WELCOME FR PAULO!!

The parish of Balgo - Kutjunka reacently welcomed Fr Paulo Vatunitu. Far Paulo is
a priest in the Society of the Dine Word (SVD) religious order. Originally from Fiji Fr
Paulo has ministered in the Tiwi Islands and Sydney before coming to the
Kimberley. He arrived at Balgo with Fr Asaeli Raass, the Provincial for the SVD
order in Australia. May God richly bless your time with us in Balgo - Kutjunka Fr
Paulo. Please keep Monsignor Paul Boyers in your prayers at this time. Monsignor
Boyers is currently in Perth recovering from recent major surgery. May our loving
God bring healing and peace to you at this time Monsignor Paul!!

BISHOP NORTONTO '
LEAD 2024 DIOCESE
OF BROOME
GATHERING

-

‘ |
= F ‘

Bishop Tim Norton SVD will be leading the annual
gathering of priests, principals and parish leaders in
March of 2024. Bishop Tim Norton SVD was ordained
as Auxiliary Bishop for the Archdiocese of Brisbane in
the Cathedral of St Stephen on 22 February 2022.
Bishop Tim is a former Australian leader of the Divine
Word Missionaries (SVD’s), for whom he was ordained a
priest in 1991.
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After he was ordained, Bishop Tim spent his first
five years as a priest in Mexico City. In 1997, he
returned to Melbourne to study for a
postgraduate degree in Spiritual Direction before
serving as the SVD’s prefect for theology
students and novice and postulant director in
Melbourne and Sydney from 1998 to 2004.
Bishop Tim then served as leader of the SVD
Australian province from 2005-2013. In that role,
he also oversaw the Divine Word Missionaries’
work in New Zealand and Thailand. From 2014-
2021, Bishop Tim ministered in Nemi, Italy,
assisting consecrated women and men in the
teachings of interculturality.

Bishop Tim has brought that intense interest in
interculturality and the mission of God in the
world to the Brishane Archdiocese, which spans
most of southeast Queensland. The theme for
the gathering in 2024 will be around Mission and
Culture. The day will conclude with the Mass of
the Oils at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral,
Broome.
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JUSTICE, ECOLOGY AND PEACE NOTRE DAME TO OPEN MEDICAL
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On Monday November 20th, the Sacred Heart School staff
(Beagle Bay) came together with Diana Jans and Erica
Bernard to learn more about Pope Francis’ encyclical
Laudato Si and its application to their school environment.
The day began with a drive out past Bobeiding to the
Bobeiding Lake. Even though there has been no rain yet this
wet, the water was clear, and staff were able to observe
plants and animals living in the water.

The Aboriginal Teaching Assistants shared what listening to
and walking on country means to them and made
connections to their own faith and Aboriginal spirituality.
Staff were able to spend time reflecting and listening, both
individually and with a partner. The on-country experience
concluded with a Visio Divina. Participants then came back
to the school, where Diana shared key points from the
encyclical, and many rich and important discussions were
had. Staff were able to complete an audit on where they
think the school is at now, and are working to develop a
Ladauto Si action plan. The Sacred Heart School team are
looking forward to seeing Ladauto Si in action in their
school, intertwining it with their culture and language
program.

(Kimberley Hansen Religious Education Coordinator Sacred Heart School,
Beagle Bay)

SCHOOL IN KIMBERLEY

The University of Notre Dame Australia will open a new
Broome-based medical school, providing a much-needed
boost to medical services and doctor numbers in the
Kimberley region.

The Kimberley Centre for Remote Medical Training will be
Western Australia’s first fully rurally based medical school,
and one of the most remote full medial programs in the
world. It will provide up to 20 students each year with the
opportunity to complete all of their medical training on
country, close to home and family, and other forms of
pastoral support.

The university’s Vice Chancellor, Francis Campbell, said he
expected demand for places in the four-year postgraduate
Doctor of Medicine program to be very strong, but said
priority would be given to Aboriginal people, those who
were already living in the region and other groups under-
represented in the medical profession.

“Attracting and retaining health care professionals in
remote parts of Australia is extremely challenging,”
Professor Campbell said. “This initiative aims to help reduce
the workforce shortage in the Kimberley by developing
graduates that are trained in the region to equip them with
complex skills required to meet the diverse medical and
healthcare needs of local communities is so important.

The new medical school has strong backing from the
Kimberley community which sees local medical training as
part of the answer to the doctor shortage issue facing
regional Western Australia. Organisations that have backed
the initiative include the Western Australian Government,
the Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Service (KAMS), the
Broome Chamber of Commerce, and the WA Country Health
Service. KAMS Chief Executive Officer Vicki O’'Donnell
described the new medical school as “groundbreaking”,
saying it would help to “future proof” the region’s medical
workforce. It is hoped that the first group of medical
students will be on campus in Broome in 2025.

(From Cathnews and University of Notre Dame Australia 5.12.23)



DECEMBER 2023

From Broome to Bidyadanga, from Kununurra to Fitzroy Crossing our
Diocese is preparing for the coming of the baby Jesus. Top left is some
beautiful light and nativity displays in Fitzroy Crossing Church, Top Right
and centre are some stunning actors in the Ngalangalangpum School
Nativity Play. Pictured here is the amazing Tyler Waina (St Mary's College)
leading the Broome combined choir and above are our wonderful
Assumption Sisters sharing the joy of music at the annual Christmas Carol
Service in Broome. This is also a time to give to those who have no room at
the inn. Advent Blessings!!

Advent Prayer

Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the
darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our
preparations for Christmas. We who have so
much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear your
voice each day, We who are anxious over many
things look forward to your coming among us.

Contact Details:

Mark Copland

Director of Pastoral Projects
pastoralprojects@broomediocese.org
(08) 91921060




