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OUR LENTEN JOURNEY, WALKING THE TALK AND WELCOMING THE STRANGER
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Billiluna in the Wet Season 2024 Photo: Anne-marie Wheaton

This is the fourth time | have revisited this edition and |
fear if | leave it any longer it will be Advent again!! As we
come to the end of the Lenten journey and embrace the
Easter Season we move from death into life. But'sit's so
important not to rush things. To stay with each moment of
this Holy Week. There's lots of great things to report -
good things that have helped us start the year. And | hope
to cover them more fully next newsletter.

Right now | want to stay with Good Friday. Bishop
Michael's Easter message at the end of this newsletter
speaks of Good Friday moments. And the community of
Beagle Bay is certainly experiencing one of these moments
right now. Last week three community members died, two
of these quite unexpected. Huge condolences to all family
and friends. The Principal of Sacred Heart School, Martin

Jones entered into life with God last week. He was a man Christ the King School from Lombadina / Djarindjin has

of enormous welcome and a man who chose his words recently created a stunning Way of the Cross. This was a
carefully. The quote attributed to St Francis of Assisi in whole staff project with Secondary students assisting.
many ways sums up Martin. "Preach the Gospel at all Aboriginal teachers took the lead to develop the Stations of

the Cross project under the watchful lead of Mr Vincent, Miss
Sharon and Miss Jacinta. The school is looking to produce
these in a way that they can be used more widely. Please get
in touch with the school to find out more. Thank you Christ
the King School and Parish for sharing your creativity, your
culture and your faith!!

times and when necessary use words." In many ways it
also sums up the Beagle Bay community at its best. In
February when a boat of asylum seekers turned up they
acted with compassion and kindness. We keep this
community and the recent departed in our hearts this
Easter time. May perpetual light shine on them and may
they rest in peace.

Mark Copland. (Director of Pastoral Projects)
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WALKING THE TALK - WELCOMING THE STRANGER

THINGS TO CELEBRATE AROUND THE PARISHES
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Janet Ryan, Administrative Officer for the Diocese .
became an Australian Citizen in January Fr Dan O'Donovan turned 90
in February
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Sister Theresa &:’ |
Goth Jubilee
Beagle Bay Parish recently focussed on Safeguarding. Pictured here are Mary

O'Reeri, Fr John Bosco, Sue Smith (Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator), Doris
Victor (Parish safeguarding officer), Martin Jones and Nelson O'Reeri.

Sr Theresa Morellini from Warmun kicked off a great year of celebrations in January
celebrating her Diamond Jubilee with the Sisters of St Joseph in Sydney. Fr Dan
O'Donovan celebrated his 90th birthday in February. Between Sr Theresa and Fr Dan
there is over 90 years of loving service in the Kimberley. God's richest blessings for
both of you!! Photo Credit for Sr Theresa and Bishop Michael - Sr Karen Scott.

Now the ho,

ur has Broome recently welcomed two new Assumption Sisters to town. Sr Stella
Son of M come for the

an to be glorifiag Wanijuru and Sr Margret Mashimira. Sr Stella and Sr Margaret will enjoy some
Broome time before moving further north to serve the Kalumburu Parish later in
the year. May God richly bless both of you as you work and minister in the

ohn 3.5
- Kimberleys.
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The Passion of
Christ

A Sacred Story

THE FOURTH STATION
Jesus Meets His Mother

(Ngaanka Bardi Way)
Our people thank God for
the Oorangi in our lives that
are like mothers to us Our

Blrr", our Mlm", our Injaab There's something special about observing
the Lenten journey in the desert. Renowned
and our Irramoor who care artist and member of the Kutjunka Parish,
. Helicopter Tjungurrayi began his journey in
for and protect us in our Billiluna this year.

times of need.
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WELCOMING THE STRANGER OVER
THE YEARS
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There was excitement in Beagle Bay during the middle
of February as a group of people emerged from the
bush near Pender Bay. Once authorities were informed
it quickly became national news. Politicians were quick
to offer opinions and score points. Community
members responded differently. Their first action was
to provide water, then shelter and food. The parish,
the school and the local store all acted with a generous
heart. Community leader Henry Augustine stated, "I'm
pretty stoked with our mob here in Beagle Bay, in
terms of looking after people. We need to treat people
as human beings - this is just a human thing to do.”

And people in our Diocese have been responding like
this for some time!! Recently Brother Berkeley found a
newspaper clipping from the Annals of the Christian
Brother community in Broome. Itis from 1977 when
boats of people fleeing conflict from South East Asia
were arriving in Broome. Just like the people of Beagle
Bay the Brothers and parishioners worked together
offering shelter, food and water.

One national newspaper in 2024 sought comment from
the Catholic Church, hoping to contrast and create a
sense of division around the arrivals. Similar to 1977
we let our actions speak rather than our words.
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DIOCESE OF BROOME RECOGNISES CONTRIBUTION

Photo Credit: Glenn Cordingley/North West Telegraph
The Catholic Church in the Kimberley recognizes the
enormous contribution Yawuru elder Pat Dodson has made
to the Nation of Australia.“Pat Dodson has been an icon of
national reconciliation in this country for decades,” stated
Bishop Michael Morrissey, Apostolic Administrator for the
Diocese of Broome. “He embodies the true essence of the
kind of dialogue Pope Francis has called our global
community to engage in. He has created a bridge between
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and the broader
community working for decades for justice and healing in
this country. The leadership of Pat Dodson has been a gift
for all Australians.”
“Uncle Pat has been an incredible ambassador for the
Kimberley”, stated Aunty Shirley Quaresimin, Deputy Chair
of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Catholic Council. “He has worked to promote and protect
culture and language on country here and across Australia.
Pat Dodson played a key role in the historic 1973 Eucharistic
Congress which was the very first time Aboriginal voices
were heard in the liturgy. He was the first Aboriginal priest
in the Catholic Church.Pat Dodson was a Commissioner in
the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. He
chaired the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation and was a
Director on the Central and Kimberley Land Council.” Pat
Dodson has laid a strong foundation in the quest for peace,
justice and reconciliation in Australia.
“We thank former Senator Dodson for his service as a
Senator for Western Australia which concluded on the 26th
January.We wish him every blessing and strength in his
personal health journey. We are confident he will continue
to make a positive contribution for the people of the
Kimberley and our nation.”

Synod on Synodality Consultation
- Broome Diocese

There's still time to have your say on the Synod on
Synodality. Click on this QR Code to find out more.
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I Diocese of Broome W.A.
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2024 Easter Message
‘A New Way of Seeing Things’

“Easter cannot happen without Good Friday”. It might seem rather obvious to make such a statement, as we
hold very dear in our hearts this wonderful mystery of lesus Christ, who came among us, suffered a cruel death,
and rose from the dead. There are times in our life though, where, despite the good we do and the love we
share with others, things just don't always go well. We experience suffering, conflict, confusion or even feelings
of abandonment, loneliness and betrayal. All very similar feelings to the reality of Jesus’ experiences on Good
Friday.

Amid his suffering, Jesus knew he was not alone. He trusted himself totally to God his Father and, putting all his
hope in Him, through Him experienced the joy of new life on Easter Sunday.

The disciples too all experienced the terrible realities of Good Friday, but when the dawn of Easter joy came
their lives were transformed and their hearts became wide open to a new reality. Except Thomas, who clinging
hopelessly to the crushing blows of Good Friday, was blind to the possibility of hope when he was told Jesus was
alive and so he refused to believe Jesus had risen from the dead. “Unless | see the holes that the nails made in
hiz hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and uniless | can put my hand into his side, | refuse to
believe™ (In20:25).

Where then is the hope in the Good Friday moments in our lives? It can be found in the great gift of God the
Father who sent his Son, lesus Christ, to live in the midst of humanity, who walks with us in our highs and lows,
offering a hope that's always present and is often found in small but significant ways through relationships and
connections with others.

The joy of Easter reminds us we too will rise when we place our hope in him, who has the power over death and
our own personal despair.

Easter reveals a new vision to see our life in a different way. Our hearts open wider to a new reality, a new way
of seeing things. This often comes to us through family and friends who love and care for us no matter what
happens in our life, or through the stranger who comes into our life. These moments can be surprising and
unexpected as was the resurrection. This is Easter, this is new lifel

This is what Thomas eventually experienced when he saw the wounded risen Jesus just as his friends had told
him , and he exclaimed, “My Lord and My God”™ (Jn 20:28).

As we celebrate Easter in 2024, my hope for everyone is, despite the heavy weight of those Good Friday
moments in life , there will be those moments and times where situations and answers can be s=en in a new
and surprising way with the joy of Easter. So, as you receive an Easter Egg, a symbal of new life and beginnings,
may our community experience a happy and a blessed Easter, keeping safe and well cherishing the blessings
received through with family, relationships and friends.

Most Rev. Michael H. Marrissey
Bishop of Geraldton
& Apostolic Administrator of Broome

Contact Details:

Mark Copland

Director of Pastoral Projects
pastoralprojects@broomediocese.org
(08) 91921060
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