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 There is something simple and powerful in the nature and
reality of a campfire.  It is a central point that brings
people together.  It helps create a space for conversation,
for song and for community.  When people gave feedback
for the Pentecost gathering in Miirilingki this year many
spoke of the campfire and time of healing as the highlight.
The theme for Aboriginal Sunday this year is "Keep the Fire
Burning - Strong in Faith".   

“"Keep the fires burning” and “Strong in faith” are very

much related and so necessary for those working for

Reconciliation. Being strong in faith is to keep the fire deep

within our hearts burning. For it is to retain hope that

God’s ways, whatever the rejections and insults and

agonies, will in the end win out. And faith attaches us to

God, so we can continue to know God’s love deep within

our hearts, which gives us the capacity to love and to

forgive even in the darkest of times.""1

In May of this year the Australian Bishop's officially

endorsed the Mass of the Land of the Holy Spirit / Missa

Bidyadanga / Missa Kimberley.  This gift from the Catholic

community of Bidyadanga and the late Fr Kevin McKelson

is something our Kimberley Church can be proud of.  Thank

you to the generations of people in Bidyadanga and across

our Diocese who have kept that fire of faith expressed

through language and song going strong.   A new fire was

also lit at Mirrilingki over the Pentecost weekend.  People

started to talk about what they would like to see in an

Aboriginal Catholic Council or Advisory Body.  

WALKING TOGETHER
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Pentecost painting by Magda Lee, Gracie Mosquito and Imelda Gugamen (Balgo Community)

 This conversation will continue in the West Kimberley with
a gathering on Saturday 10th August.  Please pray for
those gathered as they discern this exciting new chapter in
the history of our Diocese.  Congratulations to those who
have been recognised in your local communities and
nationally during these NAIDOC celebrations.    Special
mention to Mary O'Reeri from Beagle Bay who received the
NATSICC Adult Service to Community Award and Aunty
Eileen Bray and Aunty Shirley Purdie from Warmun for the
Elder Service to Community Award.   These are so well
deserved.  

Since our last edition Monsignor Paul Boyers has made the
very hard decision that due to ill health he will retire from
active ministry in the Kimberley.  Paul has made such a
significant contribution to many people and communities
across our Diocese for decades.  May God richly bless him
in this next chapter.    Mark Copland. (Director of Pastoral
Projects)

Bidyadanga Parish celebrates Feastday of Birth of St John the baptist with Bishop Michael  
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In May we celebrated Volunteer week recognising the incredible work that volunteers do across our
Diocese.  The impact that the thousands of hours of time and hundreds of different talents has on the
Kimberley can never be underestimated.  A huge thank you for all that you do.  Here are some of the
people who make the Op Shop in Broome the place to be most mornings of the week!!

THINGS TO CELEBRATE

WALKING THE TALK - WELCOMING THE STRANGER

Principal Coby Rhatigan with Sr Catherine Brabender - 
Province Leader, Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions at the
40 Years Celebration of Nulungu Girls College

Front: Brigid Drummond, Sr Margaret Spain (Past Principal), Sr Catherine Brabender, Sr
Helena Brabender, Rowena Puertollano, Joy Hunter, Wilma Cox, Anna Kelly at Nulungu
College 40 year celebrations

Fr Brian McCoy SJ and Fr Patricio Carrera Morales celebrating
mass at Nulungu Chapel  

SAFEGUARDING IS EVERYONES BUSINESS!!

Sue Smith, Director of Safeguarding for the Diocese  - (far right of
photo) facilitating a training session on Safeguarding in Broome

Everybody has a role to play in making sure that our Church
and all Catholic Agencies in the Diocese are a safe place for
children and vulnerable adults.   Do you know the name of
the Safeguarding Officer or Officer’s in your parish?  Do you
know who to speak to if you have a concern?  The Broome
Diocese has recently adopted two new Safeguarding policies
as well as a commitment statement.  The Australian Church
has also adopted a new code of conduct titled, “Integrity in
Our Common Mission”.  If you would like to know more
about any of these policies or find out what you can do to
uphold the dignity of children and vulnerable adults in the
Kimberley please get in touch with Sue on 0407944869 or
safeguarding@broomediocese.org   

Safeguarding Level One Induction Training online is available
to do at home or as a group - see the QR code on page 7 of this

newsletter 
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LUURNPA CATHOLIC SCHOOL TURNS 40!!

 Late June was a time of great celebration in the
Balgo-Kutjunka parish.  Luurnpa Catholic School
celebrated 40 years since it was first opened.
Past staff returned and there were many great
memories relived with a number of De La Salle
Brothers as well as Sisters of Mercy and
Brigidine and Josephite Sisters.
 A meal was shared between Church Leaders
with returning Religious staff as well as Gerard
Tonti-Filippini and Erica Bernard from the
Broome CEWA office. 

Traditional dancing took place and some
students from the school created a piece of art
incorporating 40 years of Catholic Education as
well as the NAIDOC theme for this year, Keeping
the Fire Burning”.   Bishop Michael Morrissey
sent a beautiful video message which was
shared during a celebration mass.  Keep an eye
out on the Luurnpa Catholic School Facebook
page if you wish to view some of the messages
from past staff and friends and supporters of
Luurnpa Catholic School.

It must be the season for school milestones.  St
Joseph’s Primary School in Wyndham will be
celebrating their 60th anniversary on Friday 9th
August.  Click on the link on this page or call 08
91611021 to find out more details. 

Photo Credit: Glenn Cordingley/North West Telegraph 

60 YEARS OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION IN WYNDHAM 
CELEBRATIONS - 9TH AUGUST 
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THE GIFT OF HOSPITALITY AND
DIGNITY OF WORK 

Your paragraph textYour paragraph textYour paragraph textTYour paragraph text

taken a keen interest in the well being of
Timorese workers and families across the
Diocese.  Anne attended the 7th Australian
Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office National
Conference in Melbourne.  The theme was
"Welcoming Seasonal Workers in Australia: Gift
and Responsibility.” Anne is part of a growing
network of supporters across Western
Australia.  She will be travelling to East Timor in
September during the visit of Pope Francis.   If
you would like to be involved in supporting our
friends from Timor Leste please get in touch
with the Pastoral Projects Office.   Newly
appointed Parish Priest of Dampier Peninsula
Parish, Fr Salestinus  celebrated Timorese
Independence Day with Mass and a meal. 

Two important parts of Catholic Social
Teaching are the Dignity of Work and the call to
hospitality for migrants and refugees.  Towards
the end of April Our Lady Queen of Peace
(OLQP) Cathedral Parish hosted a welcome
morning tea for newly arrived parishioners
from Timor Leste.   A number of Timorese have
come to the Kimberley as part of the Pacific
Australia Mobility (PALM) scheme.  It was hard
to see who was welcoming who at the morning
tea.  The honoured guests brought an
abundance of food to share and also shared
some beautiful songs from one of Australia's
closest neighbours.  Anne Jennings,
parishioner at OLQP and coordinator for
Ecology and Social Justice for the Diocese has 



MOMENTS THAT MATTER 

YOUR PARAGRAPH TEXT

Celebrating Laudato Si - Stephen Sibosado, Caroline Tompkin and Kim
Andrew from St Mary’s college planting some native plans around Nulungu

Chapel

Martina and Kathleen Badal celebrating the
feastday for Bidyadanga parish 

Fr Will Mathews SDB recently visited our Diocese to walk in the footsteps of
the first salesians to minister here 100 years ago.  He is pictured here with
Bishop Coppo, a Salesian who was Vicar Apostolic in the Kimberleys in the

early 1920s.  

From Kununurra to Bidyadanga, from Halls Creek to Fitzroy Crossing and
Broome - fashion, art, culture and language all came together at the

annual Kimberley Aboriginal Fashion Textile Art event.  Here's Madeleine
Jadai from Bidyadanga with some shoes designed by her grandson.  Halls

Creek parishioners were singing up a storm at this event as well!!

There was no Pentecost without the magnificent three!!  Rosemary and
Terry  McDonnell and Margaret Cassell did so much as volunteers to

make the celebration of Pentecost at Mirrilingki a success. . 

A small team are working with the family of the late Hector Sandaloo to
create a new remembering place for the Whipping Tree at

Ngalangangpum School, Warmun.  This is the site of great suffering, but
also forgiveness and healing.  It is surely a place that should be

recognised as a site of national reconciliation.  



In May of this year Monsignor Paul Boyers made the very
difficult but necessary decision to leave his beloved
Kimberley and retire to Perth for medical reasons.  Fr Paul
has given the best part of 40 years ministering to people
throughout the Diocese.  Ordained by the late Bishop
Jobst in 1979 Paul started his priestly ministry in the
Kimberley in Holy Rosary Parish, Derby.  Since that time
he has shared the joys and hopes, the grief and anxieties
of people across this vast region.  Parishes Paul served in
include Christ the King Lomabadina / Djaridjin, St Vincent
Pallotti, Kununurra,    Balgo - Kutjunka, and Our Lady,
Queen of Peace Cathedral Broome.   In sharing this tough
news Bishop Michael stated, "I am in awe at Paul’s
amazing ability to remember people’s names and their
families. I know these relationships and connections will
continue from a distance.” In his leadership role in the
Diocese Monsignor Paul also served on the Board of
Centacare Kimberley as well as a variety of governance
roles  supporting the work of Notre Dame University.  He
regularly was a gentle presence for prisoners in the
Diocese as well as somebody who could be called on at all
hours to minister to the sick.  

A GENEROUS HEART FOR THE KIMBERLEY
THANK YOU MONSIGNOR PAUL!! 

Please continue to keep Monsignor Paul in your prayers as
he adjusts to the next chapter in a life he has devoted to
our loving God.  Fr Steve Casey from the Geraldton
Diocese will be the Priest in Charge of Holy Rosary Parish
for the remainder of 2024.  

BLESSING FOR RETIREMENT
 
John O’Donohue

This is where your life has arrived,
After all the years of effort and toil;
Look back with graciousness and thanks
On all your great and quiet achievements
You stand on the shore of new invitation
To open your life to what is left undone;
Let your heart enjoy a different rhythm
When drawn to the wonder of other horizons.
Have the courage for a new approach to time;
Allow it to slow until you find freedom
To draw alongside the mystery you hold
And befriend your own beauty of soul.
Now is the time to enjoy your heart’s desire,
To live the dreams you’ve waited for,
To awaken the depths beyond your work
And enter into your infinite source. 

Photo Credit: The Record 

There was a time when Germany would send priests
to the Beagle Bay Parish.  How times change - we are
now sending one of our own back to Europe!!  After 6
years of ministering to the pastoral needs of
communities on the Dampier Peninsula Fr John
Bosco Thipparti has left our shores to spend some
time with his family in India before heading to
Germany where he will minister in  the Diocese of
Aachen .  Describing his time in the Kimberley he
said, "The first two years were exciting for me and I
had so much to learn from the people.  People were
so kind to me.  It was challenging and tough during
the Covid years - but as Christians we are
resurrection people and after Covid these were
wonderful times."     We wish Fr John every blessing
in this time of ministry in Germany.  

Fr Salestinus Bani has been appointed as Parish
Priest for the Dampier Peninsula.  

FR JOHN BOSCO MOVES TO THE COLDER
CLIMES OF GERMANY 

Hand over from Fr John Bosco to Fr Salestinus at Sacred heart Parish, Beagle Bay
and Christ the King Parish, Djaridjin / Lombadina. 



Contact Details:

Mark Copland
Director of Pastoral Projects
pastoralprojects@broomediocese.org
(08) 91921060

Pentecost at Mirrilingki 2024 

Your paragraph text

Two young men out on the golf course in May.  Christian Brother Peter
Thrupp and volunteer extraordinaire Wolfgang Sadlo.  They both

celebrated birthdays that month - we can't reveal ages - but there is an 8
in there somewhere.  

Three superstars from the West Kimberley.  Maureen Yanawana (left) and
Madeleine Jadai (right) shared their experience of promoting the Missa
Kimberley with the Australian Bishops in an interview with living legend

Radio Goolarri's Sandy Dann.

Regina McCarthy (NATSICC Councillor from the Northern Territory), Aunty
Shirley Quaresimin (Deputy Chair of NATSICC) and Craig Arthur NATSICC

National Administrator all were a part of this years celebration of
Pentecost at Mirrilingki in May.

More than 70 people gathered on beautiful Gija
country at Mirrilingki to celebrate the Feast of
Pentecost in May of this year.  Thanks to some
extraordinary support from the Principals and staff
of Balgo, Billiluna, Halls Creek, Mulan and Ringer
Soak schools there was a great representation from
smaller communities this year.  Regina McCarthy
and Craig Arthur from NATSICC shared their
experiences of the Aboriginal Diocesan Pastoral
Council in the Northern Territory and various
Aboriginal advisory and ministry bodies across the
country.  This sharing helped people think  and pray
about what type of body they would like to be a
voice for Aboriginal Catholics in the Kimberleys.  

There was great sharing of experiences across
various communities and a yearning to bring the
riches of our faith to more people. One of the
highlights for many participants was a time of
sharing, praying and healing on the Saturday
evening. Huge thank you to everybody who worked
so hard to make this a successful celebration. A big
shout out to volunteers Terry and Rosemary
McDonnell and Margaret Cassells.  

Massive gratitude to Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ and Fr
Brian McCoy SJ who returned to Warmun and along
with Sr Julianne Murphy joined Aunty Shirley
Quaresimin and Erica Bernard in the planning
committee for Pentecost.

The weekend concluded with a Holy Spirit filled
celebration of the Missa Kimberley / Mass of the
land of the Holy Spirit.   It truly was an
experience of Holy Spirit in this Land!! 

Erica Bernard acknowledging the gift of God's Creation throughout
the Diocese at the beginning of Feast of Pentecost Mass 



FIRE BLESSING 

(An ancient prayer that is thousands of years old and that is used as a prayer by the Kimberley Aboriginal People)

May the fire be in our thoughts making them true, good and just.        
May it protect us from the evil one.
May the fire be in our eyes, may it open our eyes to share what is good in life. 
We ask that the fire may protect us from what is not rightfully ours.
May the fire be on our lips, so that we may speak the truth in kindness; that we may serve and encourage
others.                                                   
May it protect us from speaking evil.
May the fire be in our ears. 
We pray that we may hear with a deep, deep listening so that we may hear the flow of the creek.
May the fire be in our hearts. We pray that we can love others and be ready to forgive and bring healing and
good life to all.

(From Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Spirituality Prayers and Quotes Booklet  2021 NATSICC Virtual Retreat Edition)  

Snaps from Pentecost 2024


