
Final Blessing of Bishop Tim Norton SVD 4th December 2024
(Photo Keryn Moase)
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Welcome to 2025!!  This year has been designated by Pope

Francis as a Jubilee Year.   A Jubilee is a special year of

grace and conversion, involving prayer, pilgrimage and

sacramental repentance, held every 25 years, or during

other years as called for by the Pope. Through a series of

concrete rituals, acts and commitments, the goal of a

Jubilee year is to inspire and encourage holiness of life

among the faithful and therefore to strengthen the

Church’s witness to God’s loving mercy in and for the

world.
 Traditionally this was a time when debts were forgiven,

when slaves were freed,  when farm land was allowed to

rest and lie fallow.  In today's terms a time for healing

relationships in concrete and symbolic ways.  A time to

look after country and let it heal as well.   The theme for

this year's Jubilee is "Pilgrims of Hope".  So how might we

be pilgrims of hope in the Kimberley this year?  In your own

life what relationships can you restores and repair?  Who

can you forgive this year?  Please share your Jubilee ideas

with your parish, your school, your ministry area and

community.  During this year there will be opportunities

for us all to be pilgrims of hope.  

In December of  2024 Bishop Michael Morrissey concluded

his time as Apostolic Administrator of our Diocese.  We

thank him for his generous pastoral heart over the past few

years and wish him every blessing in our neighbouring

Diocese of Geraldton.  A huge welcome to Bishop Tim

Norton SVD (Society of Divine Word) .  His installation

mass concluded with the hymn "New Hope".  May that

hope that our loving God gives us sustain us through this

jubilee year!!

WALKING TOGETHER

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF BROOME 

Jubilee Year 2025- Pilgrims of Hope 

Carlene Smith, Margaret Bin Sali, Brigid Drummond, Merrilee Lands, Erica Bernard
and Michelle Hamaguchi  at installation of Bishop Tim  (Photo Keryn Moase)
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A 'BRAN NUE DAE' FOR THE DIOCESE OF BROOME

WALKING THE TALK - WELCOMING THE STRANGER

Bishop Tim Norton SVD with Bishop Michael Morrissey (left) and
Archbishop Tim Costelloe SDB photo by Keryn Moase 

On a warm Broome evening on the expansive grounds of St
Mary’s College, in the presence of people
from all over the Kimberley and a large number of
Australian Dioceses, Bishop Tim Norton SVD was
installed as the third Bishop of Broome.
Setting the scene, the Apostolic Administrator Bishop
Michael Morrissey described the local season of Laja, a
buildup of hot and humid weather which offers the
promise of the wet season of rain and growth. Bishop
Michael linked this season with the installation of Bishop
Tim Norton.

Over 400 people including 18 bishops, gathered to
participate in a culturally rich liturgy with
Aboriginal elements including a smoking from Yawuru
Elders, a welcome to country, water blessing
with local languages included in some of the hymns and a
blessing of Bishop Tim by church leaders and all those
present.

One of the key messages from Bishop Tim’s homily was the
importance of listening, particularly to the powerless ones,
the ones who have no voice. “If we listen, particularly if we

do it together we can be changed ,” he said. The liturgy

flowed from the undercover area, becoming a gathering on
the nearby lawns where food and fellowship was shared.
At the conclusion of the installation ceremony Bishop Tim
invited the Diocese to be a part of building the future. He
said, “I’m here for ministry and healing, listening, working,

praying and I’m here for having some fun with you as well.

Whatever it takes I’m really really happy to be with you

here in the Kimberley".

Legendary broadcaster Sandy Dann from Radio Goolarri with
Bishop Tim for his first Kimberley interview. 
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Holy Rosary parishioner Lynette O'Meara caught this stunning image over the Derby Church recently 

The Balgo Parish recently celebrated the Feastday of St Joseph
Freinadametz who is one of the patron saints of the SVD religious order.

Happy Feastday Bishop Tim, Fr Paula and Fr Ronaldo!!Fitzroy Crossing Parishioners cooking up a storm on Australia Day!!

Sr Julianne Murphy bringing the story of St Mary
Mackillop to life as part of the 60 year celebrations

in Wyndham.

Doreen Long and Jean O'Reeri at the liturgy celebrating 60 years
of St Joseph's School in Wyndham.  Jean and her sister Kathleen
are both associates for the Sisters of St Joseph in the Kimberley

CONGRATULATIONS FRANK!!

Congratulations to Frank Rodriguez jnr.
Frank was recently awarded an Order of

Australia Medal in the Australia Day
Honours List.  He was recognized for

service to the community of the Wyndham
East Kimberley Shire.  Frank has been a
tireless supporter of Kununurra and the

East Kimberley region since the 1970s.  He
has had leadership roles in the Kununurra
Rotary Club, served as a Councillor on the

Shire, established the iconic Ord Valley
Muster and promoted the beauty and

vibrancy of the East Kimberley for
decades.  Born in Derby of Nykina and

Spanish heritage Frank has helped create
employment opportunities especially for

young Aboriginal people.  He has also
served as Chair of the Kununurra Parish
Council  A well deserved award Frank!!
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AROUND THE KIMBERLEY 

Your paragraph textYour paragraph textYour paragraph textTYour paragraph text

Christmas Day at Sacred Heart Parish, Beagle Bay

Sr Naum, Sr Magret and Sr Stella with Bishop Michael after mass in the
convent at Kalumburu.  Blessings Sisters for you ministry there  in 2025!!

Bishop Michael, Erica Bernard, Shirley Quaresimin, Maureen Yanawana,
Madeleine Jadai and Fr Ernest working on a submission of  the Mass of

the Land of the Holy Spirit to the Vatican.  

The Our Father in Bard from Christ the King School, Lombadina /
Djarindjin.  Ask you local Catholic school to see this foundational prayer

in language.  Fantastic work CEWA!!

Fr Salestinus leading the Bidyadanga Parish in Mass on All Souls Day 2024



MOMENTS THAT MATTER 

YOUR PARAGRAPH TEXT

Before Christmas Bishop Tim and Fr Steve dropped in to learn more of the
incredible work that Centacare Kimberley do in the Derby district. Bishop Tim sharing a meal and meeting some of the Fitzroy Crossing

Parishioners in the lead up to Christmas 2024

Fr Ernest Kandie recently completed the Specialist Service
Officer Course in Canberra at the Royal Military College,
Duntroon. This course included leadership training and a
range of physical exercises. Fr Ernest did this four week

course in his role as Army Chaplain to Norforce. He is the
only Chaplain for Norforce which takes in the Northern

Territory and the Kimberley

Patrick Mung Mung, Riley Shaw, Kia Dowell (Gelganyem), Ngalangangpum
School Principal Fran Ellis and Sr Theresa Morellini at the planting of the
new whipping tree

63 Teachers began their Kimberley time with a special smoking ceremony with Erica
Bernard.  May God guide you as you share your time and talents in 2025

Vanessa Thomas and Merilee Lands conduct the water blessing as part of
Commissioning mass for new teachers in the Kimberley January 2025



Contact Details:

Mark Copland
Director of Pastoral Projects
pastoralprojects@broomediocese.org
(08) 91921060

The Warmun Whipping Tree -
Turning Hate into Love  

Your paragraph text

When Ngalangangpum (Mother and Child) Catholic
School was established with the people of Warmun and
the Sisters of St Joseph, a site of healing and
forgiveness was created with local elder, the late
Hector Sandaloo.  

Like most of Australia the East Kimberley has a very
hard history. The memories of cruelty and harsh
treatment are still with many local community
members and they remember the stories from the
Elders about the killing times. At Warmun and other
places like nearby Violet Valley there are whipping
trees. These are trees where Kija people were tied up
and chained and whipped. The Western Australian
Aboriginal Offenders Act meant that it was legal for
white pastoralists and other residents to judge that an
Aboriginal person had done something wrong and
punish them with beltings and whippings. These were
not courts of law where Aboriginal people could defend
themselves. Sometimes they were even punished for
keeping their own laws looking after country by burning
it. 
In the 1990s Elder and spiritual Leader Hector
Sandaloo did something very special. He turned a place
of hate and shame into one of hope and love. Hector’s
grandmother had been chained and belted at this tree.
She later died and gave birth to his mother.   With the
Sisters of St Joseph who established Ngalangangpum
School this tree reminded people and the school
community of the hard times and also the freedom and
healing that forgiveness can bring. It was a very
powerful thing to do.

Kia Dowell (Gelganyem Chair and Traditional Owner) with Sr Theresa
Morellini planting the new bloodwood tree

In 2011 a massive flood hit Warmun destroying
many of the people’s houses and much of the
school. It also damaged this tree. It was infested
with termites and was dangerous – so it had to be
replaced with a new memorial. 

Working with family members of the late Hector
Sandaloo, the Mary Mackillop Today Foundation has
helped to create a new memorial. In October of
2024 the tree was cut down and the saw dust was
kept to be placed on the graves of family members
of Hector Sandaloo. On the 2nd December
community members gathered at the school for the
planting of a new bloodwood tree. The tree was
propagated and given by Gelganyem and in his last
official act in Warmun it was blessed by Bishop
Michael Morrissey. Josephite Sisters Alma Cabassi,
Julianne Murphy and Theresa Morellini were all
present on this special occasion. 

Family member of the late Hector Sandaloo and Kija
Ranger Roberta Daylight has played a significant
role in the new memorial of the whipping tree.
Roberta said she would like to see more truth telling
and recognition across the Kimberley. 

“We have lots of massacre sites. It will be a good
thing to bring their spirit up and make them feel like
they’ve been recognised. Walking as one together,
but to make white people understand that black
people are still suffering.”

References
Western Australian Aboriginal Offenders Act 1883, Amended 1892.
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270.

Kimberley Land Council and ABC Kimberley Facebook Pages

Bishop Michael Morrisey, Sr Theresa Morellini and Sophie Mung with a
water blessing for Bishop Michael's final mass in Warmun

Original plaque for the whipping tree at Warmun 

Warning this story contains distressing content and mentions the name of
Aboriginal community members who have deceased.


