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 These are momentous times.  For our nation, for our
Church, for our planet.  As I searched for a theme for this
edition of Walking Together the phrase "Together 2023"
emerged.  This was the title given to a retreat held in Rome
in the lead up to the Synod on Synodality.  One of the
reflections for the Synod speaks to our situation right now.    

Through baptism and the Scriptures, are we not sisters and

brothers in Christ, united in a communion that is still

imperfect but nevertheless real? Is it not Christ who calls

us and opens a way for us to go forward with him as fellow

travellers, together with those who live on the margins of

our societies? On this journey, in a dialogue that

reconciles, we want to remember that we need each other,

not so that we might be stronger together but as a

contribution to peace in the human family.

In gratitude for this growing sense of communion, we can

find the momentum needed to meet today’s challenges

faced with the polarisations that fracture the human

family and the cry of the earth. In encounter and mutual

listening, let us walk together as the people of God.

So whether it is Yes23 or No23 in the Voice to Parliament

Referendum the only real place we need to get to as a

people and a nation  is Together2023.  Within our Church

and in our world that is hurting we need to find that

courage to stop and listen to the Holy Spirit, to be drawn

into a dialogue with those who may have different views

and experiences to our own.   The Jesus way of living is to

encounter the other and draw them and ourselves  into a

deeper love and understanding of our Creator God.

TOGETHER 2023

WALKING TOGETHER

Some members of our Diocesan family celebrating some wonderful recognition as
individuals and a team from Ngalangangpum School at the recent East Kimberley
Aboriginal Achievement Awards

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF BROOME 

CONFIRMATIONS ACROSS THE DIOCESE 

It has been a wonderful time of celebration across many parishes
recently as Bishop Michael has administered the sacrament of
confirmation in Warmun, Wyndham, Kununurra, Kalumburu,
Beagle Bay and Balgo.  May all of those who received this special
sacrament be strengthened by the Holy Spirit  to follow the way
of Jesus. 
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The Australian delegation to a recent International
Conference of Indigenous Catholics in Washington DC

We're on Facebook!!    If you are a Facebook user please like
and share.

Students from Sacred Heart Beagle Bay School were recently treated to a visit
from International Youtube sensation Brodie Moss @ybsyoungbloods

Our wonderful Assumption Sisters also recently enjoyed some
time of prayer and reflection on a retreat at Safety Bay 

Our Dampier Peninsular Pilgrims at Lourdes and getting ready to greet Pope Francis.

Our Priests and Parish Leaders had a wonderful retreat at Safety Bay (near
Perth) recently.  It was led by Carmelite Priest Fr Greg Burke

Vinceent McKenzie proudly flying the flag as a World 
Youth Day Pilgrim

TAKING THE KIMBERLEY TO THE WORLD
RETREAT AND RENEWAL Our numbers might be small

but our impact has been
mighty!!  In August of this year
Fr John Bosco, Vincent
McKenzie and Debbie Sibosado
joined pilgrims from the
Geraldton Diocese as part of
World Youth Day in Lisbon,
Portugal.  They described the
experience as  inspiring and felt
a deep renewing of their faith,
especially visiting Lourdes in
France.  Aunty Shirley
Quaresemin travelled to
Washington DC as part of a
delegation to an International
Conference for Indigenous
Catholic people.  Topics
covered included
reconciliation, inculturation,
poverty, racism and care for
the environment.
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JUSTICE, ECOLOGY AND PEACE 

 The Australian Catholic Bishops have launched this year’s
social justice statement, titled “Listen, Learn, Love”. It calls
for new engagement with First Australians by non-
Aboriginal Catholics. In a departure from previous
statements this one is in two parts, the first written by the
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic
Council (NATSICC), and the second covers the Bishop’s
response.

The Bishops acknowledge the pain and hardship
experiences by Aboriginal People and invites us, as
Catholics, to begin a new engagement with First Peoples to
overcome injustice, an engagement grounded in love – a call
for us all to walk together on a journey of healing.
This important statement can be accessed on:
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2023/08/22/social-
justice-statement-2023-24/

.  

On the  feastday of St Francis of Assisi Pope Francis
released a follow-up to the encyclical letter, ‘Laudato Si’.
This new apostolic exhortation (formal communication from
the Pope to Catholic faithful and all people of good will) on
the environment is titled ‘Laudate Deum’. 

In it Pope Francis explains “Eight years have passed since I
published the Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’, when I wanted
to share with all of you, my brothers and sisters of our
suffering planet, my heartfelt concerns about the care of
our common home. Yet, with the passage of time, I have
realized that our responses have not been adequate, while
the world in which we live is collapsing and may be nearing
the breaking point” (2023, #2). 

It is undeniable, he explains, that “the impact of climate
change will increasingly prejudice the lives and families of
many persons. We will feel its effects in the areas of
healthcare, sources of employment, access to resources,
housing, forced migrations, etc. (#2) – noting “This is a
global social issue and one intimately related to the dignity
of human life” (#3).

Laudate Deum covers a range of areas from the Global
Climate Crisis to Spiritual Motivations on carrying out
change, noting “God has united us to all his creatures”
(#66), and “authentic faith not only gives strength to the
human heart, but also transforms life, transfigures our goals
and sheds light on our relationship to others and with
creation as a whole (#61). A worthy addition to Catholic
Social Teaching.

The full text of Laudato Deum is available on:
https://www.vatican.va/content/Francesco/en/post_exhorta
tions/documents/20231004-laudate-deum.html

Anne Jennings has generously agreed to be our Diocesan
Justice, Peace and Ecology Contact person for the
Australian Bishops Conference.  If you would like to find out
more or share what is happening in your parish, school,
ministry area please get in touch with Anne at
anne.jennings@bigpond.com Celebrating our elders and our youth!!  Congratulations to Aunty Shirley

Purdie, Sr Theresa Morellini, Tremane Baxter-Edwards and Quintanah
Johnson.  They were all winners at the recent East Kimebrley Aboriginal
Achievement Awards

https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2023/08/22/social-justice-statement-2023-24/
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2023/08/22/social-justice-statement-2023-24/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/Francesco/en/post_exhortations/documents/20231004-laudate-deum.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/Francesco/en/post_exhortations/documents/20231004-laudate-deum.html
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FIFTH PLENARY COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA
                 Decree Number 3
CALLED BY CHRIST SENT FORTH AS MISSION
DISCIPLES 

Article 1
That those responsible for Catholic schooling and
early childhood education, in consultation with
representatives of Catholic parents’ groups and
parish-based organisation, led by the National
Catholic Education Commission and drawing upon
the document, A Framework for Formation for
Mission in Catholic Education (2017),  support
formation opportunities for catechesis, faith
formation, leadership development and religious
education pedagogy; and assist parish engagement
with schools and young people.

Article 2
That the Bishops Commission for Social Justice,
Mission and Service establish a triennial National
Forum of Catholic social service, health and aged
care, disability, prison ministry, refugee and asylum-
seeker, and justice, ecology and peace organisations
and representatives of those served by these
organisations;

Article 3A

That each diocese and eparchy identify ways of
promoting ecumenical and interfaith relationships
(e.g., an Ecumenical and Interfaith Officer) that are
practical and appropriate for the diocese or
eparchy.

VISITORS  and FRIENDS of  the KIMBERLEY

 

Elvira, Dianne and Jasper recently welcomed Fr Thai Vu to
Germanus Kent for a regular weekly mass on RUOK day.

Sr Monica Cavenagh, Congregational leader for
the Sisters of St Joseph recently visited Broome
and some of the West Kimberley communities.  
One of the highlights of her time was a  visit to
the SSJG Heritage centre .  She met one of the
superstar volunteers Kathy Watson on her visit.

Contact Details:

Mark Copland
Director of Pastoral Projects
pastoralprojects@broomediocese.org
(08) 91921060
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Once again we have been blessed with such
generous and hard working volunteers this year.  
A huge thank you to Rosemary and Terry
McDonnell, David and Robyn Black , Eugene
Esser, Terry Patrick, Joe Woolford, Susan
Dickson, Fran and George Wilmann, David and
Ann Brereton, Vince and Patricia Collins and the
indefatigable Robyn Craig.  Thank you one and
all. You have all made a great contribution to our
Diocese!!



When we started this journey, we knew it would not be easy. We knew that there were many hurdles to overcome. This
has been the case for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples for over 200 years. Our strong culture and
spirituality have helped us to survive through challenges, and an unsuccessful outcome to the Voice to Parliament
referendum is just another challenge that we will face with dignity, respect and without losing hope.
 
Throughout this journey we, the members of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council
(NATSICC) have placed an emphasis on fostering respectful dialogue and providing Catholics with information to help
them make their decision. We are proud to have maintained the stance that all people are created equal in the image of
God and thus deserve to be respectfully treated, regardless of their stance on the referendum question.
 
Guided by the Catholic social teaching principle of Subsidiarity, we (along with most First Australians) saw the value in
a mechanism for our voice, and the voices of our children and grandchildren to be heard in Parliament and the
potential for tangible outcomes to improve the day to day lives of our people. We also acknowledged that this was not
the only way forward, but a step on the journey of Reconciliation.
 
We accept that, for a variety of reasons, the Australian people have decided that an enshrined Voice is not the way to
recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in the Constitution, or see it as useful to help Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Peoples gain an equal footing on metrics such as life expectancy, health and socio economics. What we
must not accept is that this signals the end of the journey. Statistics from the Closing the Gap strategy show that we
cannot maintain the status quo. We now call on those that espoused alternatives to champion Indigenous-led ideas
and initiatives that will address these practical issues, and for all people in this country to work for reconciliation.
 
Fear, confusion, and misinformation has impacted relationships between communities, families and friendships. The
biggest tragedy we face as a nation is to hold onto resentment and disagreements, allowing them to fester and divide
us further. As Colossians 3:13 says, "Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you." Embracing this spirit of forgiveness can pave the way for shared healing
and unity.  
 

THE TASK OF HEALING BEGINS - a message from NATSICC



As we look towards the future, we are heartened by the impact and response to the One Journey, Together website. 30
Catholic organisations, including the peak bodies for Catholic Health, Education and Social Services, congregations and
groups articulated their support of the Voice and will be valuable allies as we move forward in our shared work of
reconciliation. 
 
The path of reconciliation and unity is a long one, but it is one that we must tread with unwavering faith and
determination. The challenges we face are not insurmountable, and with the collective strength of our communities
and the guidance of our faith, we can envision a brighter future for all. 
 
"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit." Romans 15:13
 
With this hope in our hearts, we, the members of NATSICC, will continue to advocate for the rights and dignity of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. We are certain that our family, the Catholic Church continues to walk
alongside us. As Chaplain to NATSICC, Bishop Charles Gauci joins with us in these thoughts and prayers and hopes that
“we be open to the Holy Spirit’s guidance so that we can grow together in the way Jesus teaches us.”
 
We believe that together, with love, understanding, and the grace of God, we can build a future where every individual
is recognized, respected, and cherished.

 

Fr Liam Ryan Blesses the  Dogs as part of the Feast of Francis of Assisi


