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Diocesan Gathering 2025
On April 1 we gathered as a Diocese to 
pray and reflect together. The day was led
by Br Damien Price - a Christian Brother 
from the Oceania Province. 
Br Damien led us through our calling as 
Christian people, to experience 'Encounter' in everyone
we meet. When we 'encounter' that is,  purposefully be
present to others, we experience God.  
We did some work on Forgiveness and Healing. We were
reminded that forgiveness is the heart of the Gospel. It is
a gift from God, and a human process that requires
difficult human emotions. Forgiveness is a decision to
acknowledge, but then let go of the hurt, anger and
resentment. This takes time, and is liberating. You can
only truly forgive when your heart is ready to be healed.
Finally, Br Damien led us through ways we encounter the
Crucified Christ today in ministries that we work in or
have worked in. As we are now in Holy Week, pondering
where Christ is Crucified today brings us full circle back
to purposefully being present to those we encounter.
Sincere thanks to Br Damien for his work, his presence
and his insights into how we can truly meet God through
our work and the people we serve. 

WALKING TOGETHER

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF BROOME 

Jubilee Year 2025- Pilgrims of Hope 



History was made on the last weekend in March as a new Kimberley Aboriginal Catholic Pastoral Council was
formed. Meeting at Notre Dame University Australia (Broome Campus) people travelled from all corners of
the Diocese. People represented Balgo and desert communities, Wyndham / Kununurra in the East Kimberley
to the Dampier Peninsula and Western Australia’s largest Aboriginal community, Bidyadanga. Members were
also drawn from the towns of Broome and Derby.
At the 2024 Pentecost Celebration in the East Kimberley representatives from NATSICC presented models of
Ministry giving voice to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholics. Building on this a group of Aboriginal
Church leaders began to develop some Terms of Reference. From this, with the endorsement of Bishop Tim
Norton, the council was formed.
Shirley Quaresimin – Deputy Chair of NATSICC and Chair of the Kimberley Aboriginal Catholic Pastoral
Council stated: “today is a milestone for us in the Catholic church in the Kimberley. This has long been a
dream for our people. It is a way that we can strengthen our faith and share culturally our place in the
Catholic church”.
Bishop Tim celebrated Mass with the Council using the Missa Terra Spiritus Sancti, a liturgy which was born in
Bidyadanga and is widely used in the Kimberley. During this Mass the Councillors were commissioned to be
witnesses to the Gospel, to nurture and be of service to all and to encourage people to strengthen their
relationship with God and each other.
Bishop Tim 
“I’m delighted that this body has come to fruition, and I look forward to working together in the Diocese. I
thank them for sharing their wisdom and spirituality and will seek their guidance as we work to build the Reign
of God in the Kimberley”.
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A HISTORIC EVENT FOR THE DIOCESE OF BROOME

WALKING THE TALK - WELCOMING THE STRANGER

Kimberley Aboriginal Catholic Pastoral Council

Your paragraph text

Kimberley Aboriginal Catholic Pastoral Council
How blessed are we in the Diocese of Broome to have such spirit filled leaders in our communities!

We ask God's blessing on each member, so that they may stay strong and be filled with discernment,
unity, and a deep sense of purpose in their work. AMEN



BISHOP TIM'S EASTER MESSAGE

We are People of the Second Chance
                                     This week is the climax of the mission of Jesus Christ on earth where the deepest     

                                meaning of life is opened up for us in the here and now in the 
greatest story ever told.        

 We must not let it pass us by with thoughts that this happened to other people in another time. 
We try to capture the words of Paul – Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus…(Phil 2:5)
as we take our own Easter journey to freedom. Jesus emptied himself and became a servant. He was
humiliated before dying a shameful, painful death with public sinners crucified on either side of him 
We see the bald humanity of the Easter story. His disciples / friends were initially blind to the heroism
in the unfolding tragedy. They argued who was the greatest, they slept in the Garden of Gethsemane
when he most needed them, one betrayed him while another denied him, and the rest ran away from

an increasingly dangerous situation, leaving him alone and lonely. Would we have behaved
differently?

The disciples exemplify the limitations of our humanity. Nevertheless, as Christians we are the people
of the second chance. This manifested for them when they heard the news of the angel from the

women who went to Jesus’ tomb early on the Sunday morning, “Why do you look for the living among
the dead? He is not here; He has risen!” (Luke 24:6) 

The desperation they felt about their future gave way to the possibility of new life; all because of the
resurrection of their Saviour. They had another chance to believe, to relate, to hope, to create a new

narrative where they thought, felt and acted differently.
If we want be disciples, we’re invited to walk with Jesus in ways that are different to before, sharing
his sufferings, imitating his attitudes, ‘emptying’ ourselves in order to live and love in the service of

others. 
This is NOT call to a life of pain and suffering. On the contrary, it is an invitation to a life of deep,
HUMAN freedom, peace, and happiness. There is simply no point in considering anything less!
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Farewell Mark & Jasper
                      ....with the support of                   

                      Bishop Michael, then  
               Bishop Tim,  you have 

                  held the Diocese together
for us for so long.

Mark - thank you for your work and
for the love and care you have shown

our people and our places.
May God continue to bless you.



Six parishioners were commissioned as Extraordinary
Ministers of the Eucharist at St Vincent Pallotti Parish in

Kununurra.   
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist assist in parishes

with Communion services and distribution of Communion to
the sick especially in the absence of a priest. Congratulations

to Maria Symons, Lee-Lay Morgan, Annetta Italiano, 
Cindy Aheran

   Steve Italiano  and Julianne Murphy.
Thank you for answering the call to minister in your parish.

We are blessed with so many good people.
 

AROUND THE KIMBERLEY 

The Religious, Priests and Lay Partners from the Kimberley had some Reflection time and a boat trip
during Gathering Week.

Rosie’s Prayer 
O Jesus,

 make our hearts so human,
 that others may feel at home with us,

so like yours,
 that others may feel at home with you,

so forgetful of self
 that we might simply become the place
where you and they meet in the power

of your love and the joy of your
friendship.

Amen
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AROUND THE KIMBERLEY 
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Bishop Tim and Fr Vinu's
visit to Warmun and

Wyndham, and 
Bishop Tim's visit to 

St Mary's and 
St Martin de Porres

May this Easter time be a
blessed time to reflect and

provide you with the
opportunity to find new
inspiration for your life.

May the peace and joy of
Easter fill your heart with love.

Happy Easter. 

Farewell Fr Vinu
The Diocese is richer for your presence.  We

have learned from you, and you have learned
from us.

We wish you all the best. May the blessing of
our God be with you always.

Bishop Tim's visit to
Beagle Bay and

Lombadina

FAREWELL ALSO TO STEVE AND
GRACE WHO WORKED AT MIRRILINGKI

AND TO COLIN, WHO KEPT THINGS
GOING IN HALLS CREEK. THANK YOU

FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND CARE
FOR THE DIOCESE. 

MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS YOU.


