
SAFEGUARDING

                Safeguarding is a shared commitment to protecting the safety, dignity, and well-being of every
person, especially the most vulnerable. It calls each of us to stay attentive, speak up when something is not
right, and create environments where people feel secure, respected, and valued. True safeguarding is not
just a set of policies—it is a culture of care, responsibility, and accountability that we build together. When
we all take this responsibility seriously, our communities become places where everyone can flourish, and
be free from harm.

In 2026, the Diocese of Broome will undergo a Safeguarding Audit, facilitated by Australian Catholic
Safeguarding Ltd. As a Diocese, we welcome this audit to direct us on how to further develop practices in
all parishes and communities to protect our most vulnerable people.

 

 

 

BUNGARUN 
August 17, 2025, was a day of mixed emotions as we gathered to honour and acknowledge the story of the Derby
Leprosarium — a story that holds deep significance in the history of the Diocese of Broome.
Proceedings commenced with a Jubilee Year Pilgrimage across the Derby marsh, from the Derby Cemetery to the
Bungarun Cemetery — a symbolic journey that set a dignified tone of reflection, remembrance, and reverence.
Upon completion of the walk, the wider congregation joined the pilgrims and continued in solemn procession from
the edge of the marsh to Bungarun Cemetery, accompanying a statue of Mary, graciously donated by a local family
which will be installed at Bungarun cemetery in the future. 
At the cemetery, Bishop Tim, Fr Steve and Fr Liam presided over a deeply moving and spirit-filled celebration of the
Missa Terra Spiritus Sancti. Following the Mass, many remained to visit and bless the graves of their loved ones, to
pray, and to reflect on the stories, struggles, and sacrifices that continue to shape the memory of this sacred place.
The day concluded with the sharing of a meal, stories, and photographs at Holy Rosary Catholic School. The
accounts offered were both poignant and uplifting: recollections of children separated from their families — some
never reunited — and heartfelt expressions of gratitude for the Sisters of St John of God who devoted themselves
to the care of those affected by the disease, as well as to the families they left behind. We are grateful that the
stigma once associated with leprosy has faded into history, and that the illness is now readily managed through
modern medicine.
Words cannot fully convey the grace, dignity, and spiritual depth experienced at Bungarun on this occasion. The
presence of the Holy Spirit was unmistakably felt — alive, guiding, and strong within the Diocese of Broome.



 

 

 

We offer our heartfelt gratitude to the clergy who have left or are leaving our Diocese, acknowledging the
wonderful contribution they have made during their time among us. Through their faithful service, leadership,
and unwavering dedication, they have touched lives, strengthened our communities, and helped guide us in
faith. 

                                                                                 Fr Laurie Timms, O Carm. assisted in the Parishes of Kununurra and            
                                                                                 Wyndham, and ministered to the people of Warmun from July to                 
                                                                                 September. Fr Laurie was very mobile and attentive to the needs of         
                                                                                 all the communities he served. We are grateful for his work and his 
                                                                                 presence amongst us. Thank you Fr Laurie.

Fr Steve Casey was with us for around 18 months. Fr Steve 
took on the communities of Derby and Fitzroy Crossing. He 
brought with him a presence of service and of compassion. 
His work was a driving force behind the celebration at 
Bungarun in August, and he has etched a place in the hearts of 
the people of Derby and Fitzroy Crossing. 

Fr James, after ten years in the Diocese of Broome and seven years serving the Our Lady of the Assumption
Parish in Kalumburu, is returning to his home country of Kenya. He has been remarkable in his ministry to the
people and in his dedication to the work of the Kalumburu Mission. His efforts in managing fuel supplies,
providing accommodation services, and caring for the cattle herd have been truly extraordinary. Fr James, the
quiet achiever—thank you for your tireless work, your dedication, and the Christ-like manner in which you
serve. We can all learn from the humility you show as you carry out pastoral work on the land and pastoral
care among the people, all while faithfully maintaining the parish. We wish you well with your future ministry -
wherever that may be. 

Their ministry has brought comfort, inspiration, and hope to many, and their presence has enriched the life of
our Diocese in countless ways. As they move into the next chapter of their journey, we pray that they carry
with them the deep appreciation and warmest blessings of all those they have served.

  OUR CLERGY

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over the past three months, our dedicated priests have shown remarkable commitment
and faithfulness, accomplishing an extraordinary amount of ministry and travel, despite
being few in number. Their tireless pastoral care, sacramental ministry, and personal
support have touched countless lives across the Diocese.

From celebrating Mass and administering Sacraments, to visiting the sick, guiding
parishioners, nurturing our communities and visiting schools, they have gone above and
beyond in service to God. 

Their devotion, resilience, and selfless leadership inspire us all; reminding us of the
profound impact even a small number of committed clergy can have in strengthening faith,
hope, and community. Thank you for your generous spirit.

There are several priests discerning a possible term in the Kimberley. The processes of
release from their Diocese/Religious Orders and visa applications take time. We remain
hopeful that some will be ready to join us in the new year.


