
OUR REMOTE PARISHES AND CATHOLIC COMMUNITIES
The Chancery extends its heartfelt gratitude to our remote and small parish communities who continue to show
remarkable resilience in the absence of a resident priest. We stand in awe of the strength, faith, and unity of our
people—how you have empowered yourselves to gather in prayer, support one another, and remain steadfast in
fellowship even without the daily presence of a pastor. Your commitment to nurturing the life of your communities
is a profound witness to the living Church. Please be assured that we are working diligently and prayerfully
toward bringing more clergy into the Diocese, so that every community may once again be supported by the
pastoral leadership it deserves. We pray that your strength and tenacity remain. 

 

CLERGY RE-LOCATION
Fr Ernest, who has faithfully served the Bidyadanga, La Grange community and the parish
of St John the Baptist for some years, will soon move to Kununurra to minister in the
parishes of St Vincent Pallotti, Kununurra; Queen of Apostles, Wyndham; Our Lady of the
Assumption, Kalumburu; as well as the communities of Doon Doon and Warmun. We
extend our thanks to Fr Ernest for his flexibility, mobility, and generous spirit with which he
embraces each new pastoral challenge. We know that the community of Bidyadanga, St
John the Baptist Parish will feel his absence deeply. We are also grateful for the dedicated
work of Madeline Jadai and Maureen Yanawanna, whose caring pastoral ministry and
preparation of the Sacraments will continue to sustain the parish. Be assured that we will
continue to provide pastoral and sacramental support from Broome to ensure the life of the
parish remains strong.



DIOCESE OF BROOME SYNOD 2026 - 2027
Synodality in the Catholic Church refers to the Church’s way of journeying together as the People of God. It
emphasises listening, discernment, and collaboration among all the baptized—laity, clergy, and religious—as
we seek to understand God’s will for the Church’s mission under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. As Pope
Francis has highlighted, being a synodal Church means embracing consultation at every level, from local
communities to the universal Church, rather than relying solely on top-down decision-making. It is a shared
process of walking, listening, and discerning together in order to build a more united, participatory, and
missionary Church.
Key Aspects of a Synodal Church

Journeying Together: A shared pilgrimage of faith grounded in communion, participation, and mission.
Listening & Discernment: Deep, attentive listening—to one another and to the voice of the Holy Spirit—
especially uplifting the experience and insight of the laity.
Collaboration: Recognising and engaging the diverse gifts and perspectives of all members, fostering
genuine co-responsibility.
A Way of Life: Synodality is not merely a series of meetings but an ongoing way of living, relating, and
working together—a true modus vivendi et operandi.
Inclusivity: Intentionally reaching out to those who feel marginalised, valuing diversity, and seeking unity
without erasing differences.

In October 2025, under the leadership of Cardinal Grech, an international gathering in Rome brought together
representatives from across the world—including several from Western Australia—to share experiences and
explore how the Church is growing in synodality. Building upon this global movement, the Diocese of Broome
will begin its own Synod in 2026. We aim to consult as widely as possible, listening deeply to our people and
discerning how we can move forward together, embracing all who choose to walk the Catholic way.
Led by Bishop Tim, and assisted by the Kimberley Aboriginal Catholic Pastoral Council and other collaborators,
the Diocese of Broome will begin a Synod in March 2026.  

STAFF FAREWELLS FROM THE CHANCERY
We say farewell to Vince Rigoli as he concludes his service with the Diocese of 
Broome. For the past four years, Vince has supported us as our part-time 
Accountant, generously dividing his time between the Diocese of Broome and 
the Diocese of Geraldton—a truly monumental effort. His extraordinary attention 
to detail and steady dedication have been a great blessing to us. We extend our 
heartfelt thanks to Vince. Thanks also to Bishop Michael Morrisey (Geraldton) 
for enabling Vince and his knowledge and skills to be shared with our Diocese. 

Another farewell from our Diocese is for Sr Stella (Kalumburu) who has been with 
us for 2 years, and has now been called home to Kenya.
Thank you for being a gentle light of Christ among us—guiding, uplifting, 
and inspiring us with your work. 
Thank you for the service you have given to our Diocese. 
We wish you good health and happiness in whatever you do next.



Your paragraph text

PARISH VISITATION ACROSS THE KIMBERLEY
Bishop Tim spent time travelling through the Kimberley, for parish visitation, administering
Sacraments to the communities.  Baptisms, First Eucharists, and Confirmations were celebrated
with great joy and enthusiasm. This work for Bishop Tim is a blessed time of parish visitation—
meeting candidates, greeting parishioners, and strengthening the bonds of faith across the region. 
Despite having only a small number of clergy, the Holy Spirit continues to inspire parishioners and
teachers throughout the Diocese. Their dedication and generosity ensure that our young people
and families are lovingly guided and supported in their journey of faith.

 Holy Spirit,
 Breath of God moving across our ancient land,
 And the quiet places of our hearts;
 Strengthen our Elders and teachers, guide our young people,
 And walk with all our families and communities.
 Fill us with wisdom, unity, and peace.
 May your light lead us along the right path,
 Today and always.
 Amen



Important Dates for 2026

Epiphany Sunday 4 January

Ash Wednesday - 18 February

Tuesday 24 March 
Diocesan Leaders Day – Synodality
 

Friday 22 May – Sunday 24 May
Pentecost – Mirrilingki (Warmun)

Palm Sunday 20 March

Holy Thursday 2 April
Good Friday 3 April
Easter Sunday 5 April

Ascension Sunday 17 May

Corpus Christi Sunday 7 June

Friday 12 June (School celebration) 
Feast of the Sacred Heart (Beagle Bay)

Wednesday 24 June – or Sunday 28 June – tbc
Feast of St John the Baptist (Bidyadanga)
 

Sunday July 4
NAIDOC Sunday
 

Monday 20 July – Sunday August 2
Migrant Cross moving across the Diocese
           

Saturday 8 August
Feast of St Mary McKillop
 
Saturday 15 August
Feast of the Assumption (Kalumburu)
 

Sunday/Monday 1 & 2 November
All Saint/Souls

Sunday 22 November
Feast of Christ the King 

A UNIVERSAL PRAYER FOR PEACE
May humanity remember its shared origin and

common destiny.
 May understanding rise where fear has taken

root,
 and may dialogue replace division.

May nations choose cooperation over conflict,
 justice over domination,

 and compassion over indifference.
May leaders be guided by wisdom, humility, and

care
 for the most vulnerable among us.

 May power be exercised with responsibility
 and restraint.

May those affected by war find safety, healing,
and hope.

 May refugees be welcomed,
 the grieving comforted,

 and the wounded restored.
May we each recognize our role in shaping peace
 through our words, our choices, and our actions.

 May respect for human dignity transcend
borders,

 cultures, and beliefs.
And may peace begin within us,
 flow through our communities,

 and extend to all nations on earth

The Jubilee Prayer
Father in heaven,

may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,

and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,

reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of

the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within
both humanity and the whole cosmos

in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,

when, with the powers of Evil
vanquished,

your glory will shine eternally.
May the grace of the Jubilee

reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread
the joy and peace of our Redeemer

throughout the earth.
To you our God, eternally blessed,

be glory and praise for ever.
Amen

WELCOME TO THE CHANCERY
Welcome to Ms Felicity Sykes - our Business Manager. Felicity comes to us from the
University of Notre Dame, Broome. She has a wealth of knowledge with regards to property
management, people management and business practice.
We also welcome Ms Alison Tunstead - our Accountant. Alison has a long history with the
Catholic Diocese of Broome, working with Catholic Education as the Accountant for the
Kimberley schools. 
The team is growing, the Diocese is developing and we are in good hands.

As the light of our Jubilee year begins to set, we pause to reflect on the grace
and blessings we have received. 
These gifts—from God, born of many hands, many hearts, and many
circumstances—have strengthened our courage and deepened our
determination to work together for the good of our communities, for the
Mission of the Church. 
Overarching the growth, healing, and moments of peace and reconciliation
experienced by so many has been the steady presence and gentle leadership
of Bishop Tim. With humility and deep respect, we continued to meet our
people on their lands and in their home communities, embodying a ministry
grounded in listening,  accompaniment, and genuine care. 

 With prayers of heartfelt gratitude a year filled with celebration, reconciliation
and remembering, we look to the future with great hope… 
It has been a true Year of Jubilee for the Diocese of Broome. 

 Wishing you a blessed Christmas season.

Christmas Art work by Carlene Smith

2026 Year of Prayer

“There is one body and one Spirit,
just as you were called to the one

hope of your calling.”
(Ephesians 4:4)


