
2026 - The year of St Francis of Assisi 
                            
                               Pope Leo has called 2026 - the Year of St Francis of Assisi.                                                                                             
                              The life of St Francis of Assisi continues to resonate in contemporary society as a model of simplicity,         
                              humility, and care for the natural world. In an age marked by consumerism and environmental crisis, his
                              radical choice to live in poverty and harmony with creation speaks as both a critique and an 
                              alternative. Many people today—religious or not—find inspiration in his emphasis on compassion, social   
                              justice, and respect for all living beings, seeing in his life a call to rethink priorities and cultivate a
deeper sense of interconnectedness with others and the planet.

 “In this age, marked by so many seemingly interminable wars, by internal and social divisions that create mistrust
and fear, he continues to speak. Not because he offers technical solutions, but because his life points to the
authentic source of peace.
The Franciscan vision of peace is not limited to the relations between human beings, but also embraces the whole of
creation. Francis, who calls the sun “brother” and the moon “sister”, who recognizes in every creature a reflection of
divine beauty, reminds us that peace must be extended to the entire family of Creation. This insight resonates with
particular urgency in our time, when our common home is threatened and cries out under exploitation. Peace with
God, peace among human beings and with creation are inseparable dimensions of a single call to universal
reconciliation”.   Pope Leo January 10, 2026

Our shared humanity carries a quiet but persistent yearning: to care for the world that sustains us, to look after one
another with compassion, and to honour our own lives with dignity. This desire is not abstract—it shows itself in small,
daily choices to protect the earth, to extend kindness, and to treat ourselves with patience rather than harshness.
When we recognise that our wellbeing is intertwined with nature, with community, and within ourselves—we begin to
act with greater responsibility and empathy. In that endeavour, peace is not merely the absence of conflict, but the
presence of respect, balance, and care in how we live, speak, and relate. 

Bishop Tim
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2026 volunteers: 
Michael Keane            Shelley Hickinbotham
Amy Mosquito            Janice Tamwoy
Jennifer Green          Gordon Fitzgerald
Shona Kraayvanger     Dianne Drummond
Fran Tunstead            Kristine Apilado
Henry Nowrot            Jurgen Sadlo       
Anthony Warner        Aubon Fernando   
Analiza Delima            Gary Clayton
Jeff Porra                  Lindsay Webb
Madeleine Jadai          Lyn McGettigan
Maureen Yanawanna

Kimberley Volunteers 2026
In 2026 the Diocese of Broome has been blessed with many new volunteers. We have other volunteers who
have worked with us for some time. Let us take a moment to acknowledge the wonderful, life-giving work they
do for the Diocese.
Across our Diocese, volunteers quietly embody Missio Dei—God’s Mission—through acts of service that ripple
far beyond what is seen. Our volunteers give life to the mission of the Church through a remarkable breadth
of service. They manage the Mirrilingki Retreat Centre and the Kalumburu Mission station, maintain buildings
and grounds, and faithfully serve in Op Shops that support those in need. In parishes without priests, some
volunteers step forward to organise and lead, offering catechesis, guiding prayer, and nurturing the faith of
their communities. They visit the sick, stand with families in times of grief, assist at funerals, and provide a
steady pastoral presence that brings comfort and hope. In parishes with a priest, our volunteers assist in
whatever way they can. Through these varied and generous acts, they are living their faith—one that is
practical, compassionate, and deeply grounded in service to others. In their willingness to give time, energy,
and compassion, they make visible the love of Christ in everyday moments. Their work is not only practical
but deeply spiritual, strengthening the bonds of community and reminding us that faith is lived through
action. In each gesture of care, they help build a Church—and a world—marked by dignity, hope, and peace.

Recently we had said goodbye to a long serving volunteer: Wolfgang Sadlo. 
Wolfgang served in Kalumburu, Kutjungka and in Broome, having various responsibilities over 7 years.
Wolfgang is a very practical, no-nonsense man whose steady commitment to Missio Dei has been forged in
circumstances that were often demanding and far from easy. With quiet resilience and a clear sense of
purpose, he has faced challenges without hesitation, bringing both strength and reliability to the work
entrusted to him. His service reflects a grounded faith—one expressed not in words alone, but in
perseverance, integrity, and a willingness to do what is needed, even when conditions are tough. Thank you
Wolfgang - we wish you well in your retirement. 

Gracious God,

Thank You for the hearts of those who choose to serve others with generosity, compassion, and kindness.

Bless every volunteer who gives their time, energy, and gifts to make a difference in the lives of others.

When they feel tired, renew their strength. When challenges arise, grant them patience and wisdom. When

their efforts seem unseen, remind them that every act of service has value and purpose. Fill them with joy

in their work, courage in difficult moments, and a deep sense of community with those they serve. 

Help us all to serve with humility, generosity and gratitude, remembering that in caring for one another, we

honour You. Amen.

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms." 

1 Peter 4:10



 

 

 

Pentecost 2026 – Warmun
The Pentecost gathering at Warmun was a joyful and inspiring weekend that brought people together in
faith, prayer, and community. Bishop Tim, Fr Brian, Sr Alma, Sr Julianne, Shirley, and Erica shared
thoughtful reflections that encouraged discussion, learning, and spiritual growth. Their words helped
create a welcoming space where people could share their experiences and deepen their faith. Special
thanks to Amy and Cecil for their warm hospitality, and to the many volunteers whose generosity and
hard work helped make the weekend such a success.
It was a special blessing to have Sr Theresa with us. She shared stories and memories from the past
while also speaking with hope about the future. She was encouraged by the strong leadership emerging
among the younger generation of First Nations people and expressed great joy at seeing their
commitment to keeping faith, culture, and community strong across the Diocese.
The weekend began with the completion of the Healing Tree project at Ngalangangpum School. This
meaningful project brought together community, culture, and healing, setting a hopeful and reflective
tone for the days ahead. We thank Dr Mark Copland and the staff of Ngalangangpum School for
organising this significant event.
Following the Healing Tree Liturgy, around 50–60 people gathered at Mirrilingki for the Pentecost
Retreat. The retreat focused on the call made by Pope Saint John Paul II in 1986 for the Catholic
Church in Australia to listen to, empower, and walk alongside First Nations people. Through workshops
led by Bishop Tim, participants reflected on three important themes: Head (understanding the story),
Heart (embracing the truth), and Hands (walking together in action). The retreat provided an opportunity
to celebrate progress made over the past forty years while honestly reflecting on the work that still lies
ahead.
On Saturday evening, participants gathered for a moving reconciliation celebration. Through song,
prayer, silence, blessing, and reflection, people experienced a deep sense of healing and unity. First
Nations Elders offered powerful blessings that grounded the celebration in culture, wisdom, and
connection. Sharing blessings with one another strengthened relationships and reflected the spirit of
reconciliation and community.
The retreat concluded with Pentecost Sunday Mass. Alongside retreat participants, many people from
surrounding communities gathered to celebrate. Fr Brian presided using the Missa Terra Spiritus Sancti
(Mass of the Land of the Holy Spirit), with Bishop Tim concelebrating. Together, the community gave
thanks for the gifts of the Holy Spirit and for the blessings of the weekend.
Throughout the gathering, there was a strong sense of the Holy Spirit present among us. Through
prayer, reflection, fellowship, and the wisdom of our Elders, people were encouraged to listen to God's
voice and respond with faith, courage, and hope. We thank Bishop Tim and the Diocese of Broome for
making this retreat possible and for providing an opportunity for so many people to step away from daily
life, be renewed in spirit, and strengthen their commitment to walking together in faith.
The words of Mark 2:12 seems especially fitting to conclude the weekend :
"We have never seen anything like this before."



 

 

 

We offer our heartfelt gratitude to the priests who have so generously assisted our Diocese

throughout this year. Their willingness to share their gifts, time, and pastoral care has been a great

blessing to our communities and a powerful witness to the spirit of service within the Church.

During the seasons of Lent and Easter, we were especially grateful for the ministry of Fr Michael

Moore, Fr Felipe, and Fr Victor, who came to serve among us while Fr Patricio and Fr Liam were away

undertaking important formation opportunities. Their presence ensured that our communities could

continue to gather for prayer, celebrate the sacraments, and journey through these sacred seasons

with faith and hope. We were delighted to have Fr Jean Sebastien Gery with us for a short time also.

                                               

                                    We also extend our sincere thanks to Fr Michael Twigg from Mazenod, whose   

                                    generous support and pastoral assistance have been greatly appreciated. 

We welcome Fr Bryan Small, who has joined us from Atlanta, USA. Fr Bryan has been serving across
the  West Kimberley, supporting many of our communities and generously assisting wherever there is
a need.
We also extend a heartfelt welcome to Fr Bibin, who recently arrived from Kerala, India. Both Fr Bryan
and Fr Bibin will be with us for some time, and we are delighted to have them here. We are deeply
grateful for their willingness to serve and for the gifts, experience, and dedication they bring to our
communities. Please keep them in your prayers as they continue their ministry among us.
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SAFEGUARDING
Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. It is about protecting the safety, dignity, and wellbeing of all
people, especially those who may be vulnerable. We all have a role in staying alert, speaking up if we have
concerns, and helping to create places where everyone feels safe, respected, and valued. Together, we can
build caring communities where people are protected from harm and able to thrive.
Thank you to the parishioners who have volunteered to serve as Safeguarding Officers in their parish.
If you would also like to help, please contact our Safeguarding Officer:
Phone: 0408 018 682
Email: safeguarding@broomediocese.org

In October this year, the Diocese of Broome will participate in a Safeguarding Audit conducted by Australian
Catholic Safeguarding Ltd. We welcome this opportunity to review and strengthen our safeguarding
practices across the Diocese. The audit will help guide our ongoing efforts to ensure that our parishes,
agencies, and communities continue to provide safe and supportive environments, especially for the most
vulnerable among us. Sincere thanks to all the clergy, volunteers and parish caretakers that have actioned a
few measures in each parish to assist in keeping everyone safe. This is a change, and change is hard.
Thank you for your understanding.... 



 

A Journey from the Whipping Tree to the Healing Tree

“For thousands of years, the area where the Healing Tree stands has been Gija Country. The Gija people cared for

their Country, and Country cared for them.

European settlement brought violence and dispossession. Although Gija people were accused of killing cattle that

damaged their traditional food and water sources, the broader aim was often to remove them from their land for

cattle production. Across the East Kimberley documented massacres killed many Gija people during what is now

known as the "Killing Times."  Many Gija people were captured, chained, marched long distances, beaten, and

imprisoned. Some were jailed despite committing no offence.

Under the Aboriginal Offenders Act 1883 (amended 1892), pastoralists and police could punish Aboriginal people

through flogging. Gija people were sometimes punished for carrying out traditional land management practices,

such as controlled burning.  Trees used for these punishments became known as "whipping trees." Several are still

known to Gija people around Warmun. Oral histories and historical records confirm their existence and significance

on Gija Country and other places around our nation. 

At Ngalangangpum School, there is such a tree. At this tree the grandmother of the Elder, the late Hector Sandaloo

was chained and flogged while she was heavily pregnant. Accounts differ as to why she was punished. Some say

because she stole flour or bread from a local ration station. Others that she was punished for being ‘wild and

uncontrollable’. These accounts state that after being chained to this tree she escaped and later gave birth to a baby

in a nearby creek bed. She died shortly after and that baby was Hector Sandaloo’s mother.
.

When local Gija elders and the Sisters of St Joseph founded Ngalangangpum (Mother and Child) School in 1979,

Hector Sandaloo wanted it to face the tree. He said:

"This is our place. Here we remember the suffering, the chains and the beatings. We remember, and we forgive."

Through his faith, Hector transformed a place of pain into one of healing, forgiveness and love. Gija children were

taught the values of kindness, respect and forgiveness.

In 2011, a major flood devastated Warmun and damaged the school. The flood also caused the Whipping Tree to die,

and it eventually became unsafe. After consultation with family and community members, the tree was removed in

2024. Its sawdust was kept for family graves, and sections of the tree were preserved for a memorial artwork.

In December 2024, a new Bloodwood Tree was planted in the same location. Family, community members, the

Sisters of St Joseph, and Bishop Michael Morrissey attended the planting and blessing ceremony.

In 2025, following family wishes, two slices of the Whipping Tree were taken to Queensland, where artist Jason

Lawler created two memorial artworks. The pieces preserve the tree in resin, with Hector Sandaloo’s words at their

centre.

We thank the Mary MacKillop Today Foundation for supporting this project, Hector Sandaloo for his faith and

generosity, and the Sisters of St Joseph for listening to and acknowledging this shared history.

This is a place of great significance—a place where a Whipping Tree became a Healing Tree. We commit to walking

together in the spirit of healing, truth and reconciliation that Hector and the first Sisters of St Joseph inspired.”

Dr Mark Copland

Historian and Director of Pastoral Projects, Diocese of Broome 2023-2024
Chris Owen Every Mother’s Son is Guilty: Policing the Kimberley Frontier of Western Australia 1882 – 1905. UWA Publishing 2016. pp 269-270, 302-303, 362-365, 372



Kalumburu Mission 
Our Kalumburu Mission has been blessed by the dedicated service of Fr James for many years.
Earlier this year, he returned to Kenya, and we thank him for his faithful ministry.
The Assumption Sisters have now been part of the community for around 18 months, supporting
the aged, the Women's Centre, the school, and the Mission.
Following Fr James' departure, Henry Nowrot served as Mission Manager for six months. We are
grateful for his hard work, commitment, and the strong relationships he built within the
community.
Jurgen Sadlo has now taken on the role of Mission Manager for the next few months.
We are seeking someone with a generous heart and adventurous spirit to join our Diocese in this
unique ministry. There are many opportunities to work alongside the people of Kalumburu and
help shape new ways of serving this vibrant remote community.
Please contact the Chancery should you know someone who may be interested in this role for a
time.

DIOCESE OF BROOME SYNOD 2026 - 2027
Synodality in the Catholic Church refers to the Church’s way of journeying together as the People of God. It
emphasises listening, discernment, and collaboration among all the baptized—laity, clergy, and religious—as
we seek to understand God’s will for the Church’s mission under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. As Pope
Francis has highlighted, being a synodal Church means embracing consultation at every level, from local
communities to the universal Church, rather than relying solely on top-down decision-making. It is a shared
process of walking, listening, and discerning together in order to build a more united, participatory, and
missionary Church.

Bishop Tim has began his visitation to community groups and communities to ask about what the Spirit is
asking of the Catholic Church in Broome through the people. Some of this work will be led by community
leaders and teachers.
The groups that have been visited include:
Centrecare, Broome Prison, Beagle Bay, Lombadina, East Kimberley Pentecost retreatants, University of Notre
Dame.
Communities that have meetings booked:
Derby, Fitzroy Crossing, Balgo, Ringer Soak, Billiluna, St Mary’s College, Broome, Germanus Kent Aged Care,
St Joseph’s Wyndham.
Please reach out if you  belong to a group - or know of a group that would give another perspective of work with and for our

Church.
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