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Commitment Statement
The Diocese of Broome is committed to providing safe and secure environments for its
children and adults and its leaders, employees and volunteers. Safeguarding strategies
are guided by the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards, are subject to
independent audit and feedback is welcome for continual improvement.
Greetings from Kalumburu, located in the far north Kimberley and one of the Diocese of
Broome’s most remote parishes. Kalumburu has a fascinating history of traditional
occupation by Aboriginal people, missionary settlement, tales of survival and bombing
in World War II with tragic loss of life. It is a story of physical and faithful endurance
worth reading and, I’m sure,
to be inspired by.
An incidental fact is that the
mission was established at
the request of the Plenary
Council of Bishops in Sydney
in 1905. Much has changed
in Kalumburu since that time
and certainly since I was a
volunteer here in 1987.
Of course our entire church
has changed and will
continue to change.
The church of Our Lady of the Assumption, Kalumburu, was
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perspective, I often reflect on
the positive changes it brings as an incredibly practical and direct enactment of all six
themes of our current Plenary Council 2020: Safeguarding requires lay participation
and is inclusive of all people; it is done with humility for the purpose of healing; it is a
vehicle for evangelisation; Safeguarding provides hope; it is vitally framed by prayer
and embodies a spirit of renewal and reform.
I see it as no coincidence that the Plenary Council and Safeguarding come together as
open, honest and vigorous processes of reflection, action and improvement of our
Church for the good of all.

On the theme of change, the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards themselves have
been updated and re-released as a second edition which more explicitly includes
safeguards for adults. When read and understood in their entirety (I suggest over
several large cups of tea!) the Standards can be appreciated as a clear and
thorough structure on which safe and accountable faith communities can
be built. Ultimately, Safeguarding applies to all and protects all.
The second edition (Inclusion of Safeguards for Adults – July 2020) can be found at:
https://www.cpsltd.org.au/media/1698/nationalcatholicsafeguardingstandards_draftsecondedition_july2020.pdf

My hope is that each of us makes time to be Safeguarding-informed and contribute
meaningfully to Safeguarding activities in our parishes.
It is something we can’t be too patient about.
May the blessing of our God be upon you.
Aidan Mitchell
Diocesan Safeguarding and Professional Standards
Nalawari Gorge, Kalumburu

The community of Warmun
is located on the Great
Northern Highway between
Kununurra and Halls Creek
and
is
set
among
breathtaking range and
river country. The Diocese
of Broome’s Mirrilingki
Retreat Centre is located on
the opposite side of the
highway.
(Used with permission)

A Sign of the Times: Enjoying a pre-dawn walk from Mirrilingki Retreat Centre
recently, I was struck by the attractive motif and message of welcome on the entrance
sign to Warmun community. However, I also noticed several conditions of entry are
clearly displayed: no photos, no alcohol, by-laws apply and visitors must report to the
office.
Safeguarding brings the same to our church. Whilst our parishes must be attractive and
welcoming, we need to make it clearly known what is and what is not permissible and
that we want to be aware of the people who are among us.

A Message from Monsignor Paul Boyers
Mgr Boyers is Diocesan Administrator and Chair of the
Safeguarding Committee

“Safeguarding is a great opportunity for people in
each parish of the Diocese to work together to make
our places of worship and social gatherings friendly
places where people feel welcome and secure.
Parishes have teams of Safeguarding-inducted
people who are readily contactable if there are
concerns to be discussed”.
“I encourage everyone to introduce themselves to
members of their parish Safeguarding team to find
out more and be confident to contact them if
necessary”.
We congratulate Mgr Paul on his recent 41st Anniversary of Ordination – 1st Sept, 1979.
Induction of Parish Safeguarding Teams
Safeguarding Induction is being delivered in parishes to anyone who would like to be
informed and/or involved as a Safeguarding contact person. Parishes have formed
Safeguarding teams of several people who have each taken up a specific responsibility,
eg. Working With Children Checks, provision of information, monitoring the parish
register and checklist, providing an article for the bulletin or being a friendly welcomer
at the church door . Please consider becoming involved, there are many ways to help.
Induction addresses all aspects of Safeguarding including background knowledge of
Safeguarding and the Standards, accountability, reporting procedure, administration
and records keeping, Safeguarding team responsibilities and proactive Safeguarding
strategies appropriate to each unique parish setting.

Induction session for the parish of
St Theresa, Balgo-Kutjungka (L-R):
Wolfgang Sadlo, Fr Ernest Kandie,
Susan Rolfe, Grace Lewis and
myself. Balgo was established by
Pallotine missionaries in 1939 and
is located off the Tanami Road in
the Great Sandy Desert.

Sacred Heart Beagle Bay inductees (L-R):
Tracey Dann, Gabrielle Mercer, Doris Victor
and myself. From adverse beginnings in 1890
and years of hardship to follow, Beagle Bay is
often referred to as the birthplace of
Christianity in the Kimberley. The church was
completed in 1918 and rebuilt in 2003 after the
belltower collapsed.
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Keep an eye
out in your
parish for the
soon-to-bereleased
protective
behaviours
resource ‘God
Gave Elizabeth Grace the Right to Feel Safe’ - a joint initiative between the Archdiocese
of Perth and Catholic Education Western Australia. It is an excellent publication
enabling children and young people to develop resilience and awareness of personal
safety. Please contact me if you would like to receive a hard copy or you can view it
online at:
https://issuu.com/archdioceseofperth/docs/03_elizabeth_grace_story_book_rev_1.1_single_page_

Priests’ Retreat a Time of Renewal
Taking place recently was the annual retreat
for the priests of the Diocese. Let’s keep them
in our prayers as they return to their parishes,
that they would go with renewed energy, joy
and peace to share with the people of their
towns and communities.
Asked about his highlight of the retreat, Fr Robi
Kolencherry of Holy Rosary Parish, Derby,
responded: “I experienced a great sense of
Jesus’ real presence, like he was there
preaching to us, expressing His love,
forgiveness and mercy for all of us – even
though we often don’t deserve it”.

Safeguarding Reporting Procedure
If a child or adult is in immediate danger, call Police – 000 or Child Protection and
Family Support (24hrs): 9193 8400 - West Kimberley; 9168 0333 - East Kimberley
Diocese of Broome Safeguarding Reporting
Reports of concerns or complaints, either current or historical, can be made by any
person (child or adult) and will be dealt with in a supportive and sensitive manner.
Reports can be lodged with:
Aidan Mitchell
Diocesan Safeguarding and Professional Standards
T: 0408 018 682
E: safeguarding@broomediocese.org
http://broomediocese.org/safeguarding/
Reports can additionally be made to one or all or any combination of the following:
 Parish Safeguarding Officer or any member of the Parish Safeguarding Team
 Parish Priest or Pastoral Associate
 Archdiocese of Perth Directors of Safeguarding and Professional Standards:
tel - (08) 9221 7762; email - safeguarding@perthcatholic.org.au
www.safeguarding.perthcatholic.org.au
 Australian Catholic Centre for Professional Standards:
tel – (02) 6234 0904; email – professional.standards@catholic.org.au
Importantly:
1) Reports can be made in any format – in person, written, phone, email or post.
2) Absolute confidentiality cannot be guaranteed as reports may be further directed
to relevant authorities.
A written record of the report will be made and Diocesan report forms are available:
Form 3 - Child Concern Referral or Form 17 - Safeguarding Incident Report Form
(http://broomediocese.org/safeguarding/)
A copy of the written report including further communication and possible disciplinary
actions to be taken will be given to the complainant.
Forms of abuse or misconduct involving a child or adult include:
Physical abuse, sexual abuse including grooming, sexual harassment, emotional abuse
including spiritual abuse, violence, neglect, discrimination, bullying, financial abuse.
(http://safeguarding.perthcatholic.org.au/reporting-feedback/)

A few photos…
The Tanami Road between Halls
Creek and the Northern Territory
border on the way to Balgo.
Travelling anywhere throughout
the Diocese usually involves long
distances on unsealed and
corrugated roads – and plenty of
wide open space. A perfect
opportunity for thought and
prayer.

View of the Prince Regent River from the light plane
on the way to Kalumburu. The two-and-a-half hour
flight allows spectacular and non-stop views of the
region’s otherwise inaccessible coastline of bays,
rivers, mudflats and islands.

King Edward River on approach to Kalumburu.

The rock grotto dedicated to Our Lady of the
Assumption, Kalumburu. Collecting the large rocks and
building it was among the first projects I did years ago as
a young volunteer – in a team of several others of
course!

