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EDITORIAL

FRIENDS, WHERE ARE WE GOING?
In an edition of a Broome secular newspaper late last year there
appeared a photograph of a pseudo-wedding ceremony of a same sex
couple on Cable beach. The accompanying article opined that this
must be a "first in Broome". Although the make-believe event was
meaningless in terms of law and effect it was treated to the sort of
publicity not normally shown to real weddings. On the same page, in
fact adjacent to the beach photo, was a brief entry describing the new
brand-label for the tourist industry in Broome –‘Broome Let Yourself
Go’. Was this unhappy coincidence that the two articles appeared
next to one another or was it something else?
It has been suggested that in the light of
modern ‘devolution’ in Broome that
perhaps a better brand-cum-label for the
town would be – ‘Broome – Where Are You
Going’ or even, ‘Broome – Where Have You
Gone?’
What is noteworthy about Broome’s march
down the road of materialism is the speed with
which it has lost its uniqueness. Even until
the mid-eighties the old pearl-town was a
place of special cultural attributes. The
pace of development was within reach of
everyone’s understanding and appreciation. Lord
Alistair McAlpine fell in love with Broome, he said, because it
was so ‘unique’ – a word meaning remarkable, rare or
unusual. Since the beginnings of Cable Beach Club in
the late eighties the remarkable, the rare and the
unusual have been replaced with a carbon copy of
numerous towns found along the holiday
playgrounds of the northern east coast.
The place is fast becoming mundane,
common and even plastic.
What has happened is that in the
name of progress and development
massive investments have poured into
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the town. At some time in the recent past some people perceived that
there was a ‘quick buck’ to be made here. These investors expect
returns and so far they have not been disappointed. Land prices have
sky-rocketed, rentals are through the roof and housing costs are
beyond the means of many who were born here and others who have
come here because they honestly thought the town was ‘unique’. In
a word, the town, its priorities, and the structures that afford power
have been sold to the highest bidder.
Optimists and those who live a life in hope ask, ‘Broome, where
are you going?’ Hidden in the midst of the
rampant consumerism of present day
Broome are the values that matter most
to those who seek an honest existence
and a peace-filled future. Such
values are based on integrity,
family, authentic relationships
and the belief that materialism
cannot satisfy our most sacred needs.
It is no accident that the charade of a
phony “commitment” ceremony occurs at a
time when materialism and consumerism
are at their height. So long as God has been
overlooked for the dollar, so long as we
attempt to make God in our own image and
so long as we relegate essential values to
the bottom of our priorities, then we can
expect nothing less than phoniness and
deceitfulness in our lives. Where are we
going? It is never the right time to let
ourselves go! God has a plan for us.
The opinions expressed in this article are not
necessarily those of the Bishop of Broome.

2004 INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF RICE
A RICE FACT – Rice is the staple diet of half
the world’s population

FRONT COVER:
King River Crossing in flood, near Diggers Rest, East Kimberley.

Praise is due to you O God….
You visit the earth and water it,
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water
you crown the year with your bounty.
PS. 65 1, 9, 11

BRIEFLY SPEAKING
PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS AND STUDENTS from the
Kimberley have returned to school for 2004. Reports are that the
year has begun well, with new teachers settling in and participating
with great enthusiasm in the recent Orientation week.

Bishop Saunders accepts the SVDP cheque from Fred Brennan.
BISHOP SAUNDERS was recently presented with a cheque for
the Kimberley Mission by Fred Brennan, Manager, Isolated
Regions, St Vincent de Paul Society. The funds will assist the
Diocese in its ministry to widespread communities throughout the
Kimberley.

Acting CEO Regional Officer, Eileen Lawrance. Photo: K. van de Water.
THE ACTING REGIONAL OFFICER to the Broome Catholic
Education Office for 2004 is Eileen Lawrance. Eileen has filled
various roles in CEO Perth over the past 18 years, lately as
Coordinator of Planning and Development. In this role she has
come to know all the Kimberley Catholic schools well.

Sr Bernadette Hynes rsj and Sr Robyn McNamara rsj. Photo: A Hayden.

NEWS WAS RECEIVED RECENTLY of Teree and Des Spencer
(formally of Wyndham, Broome CEO Office, Balgo and Warmun).
They are currently living on Palm Island with Teree working as
Religious Education Coordinator of St Michael's School and the
Year Two class teacher. Des is spending more time on his
motorbike and helping the school children to establish a garden
project. They keep in touch with Kimberley happenings through
the regular editions of The Profile.

JOSEPHITE SISTERS ROBYN AND BERNADETTE passed
through Broome recently on their way to take up duties as Pastoral
Associates in Bidyadanga. While Sister Frances Flemming rsj
(returning to the Kimberley after a couple of years in New South
Wales) and Sister Helen
McLenaghan rsj have arrived in
Mirrilingki to join Sister Nellie
Versluys rsj. We wish them well
for 2004.

ONE OF AUSTRALIA’S LEADING EDUCATORS, Joan
Warhurst, has been appointed Chief Executive Officer of the
National Catholic Education Commission. The Catholic Bishops’
Committee for Education made the announcement recently. “Joan
Warhurst comes to this position with an impressive background in
education, which ranges from the classroom to administration and
academia,” Bishop Kevin Manning said. We look forward to her
contribution to the administration of Catholic schools in Australia.”

ST JOHN OF GOD SISTER
ALICE DEMPSEY is returning
to Balgo this year to assist with
updating the Parish archives. We
welcome Sister Alice back for her
third stay in the Kimberley.
Sr Alice Dempsey. Photo:CAS.
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Traditional Owners Fly High at Truscott
By Bill Worth
Colourful totems, impressive dancing and a feast of turtle meat
marked an historic event late last year at Truscott Airfield.
The Wunambal Gaambera Aboriginal Corporation, which
represents the traditional owners, officially took over 200,000 hectares
of land from the Kalumburu Aboriginal Corporation and then signed a
lease of the airfield to Triple A Air Services. The latter use the remote
bitumen strip as a supply point for coastal surveillance and the
servicing of oil rigs.

Wunambal elder Louis Karadada remembers helping engineers and
soldiers build the secret airbase during World War II. Louis said he
was very happy to have ownership of his traditional land "where I was

Sr Visitation from the Kalumburu Parish stands in front of one of the tents
supplied by Norforce for the overnight celebrations. Photo: CAS.

Four turtles, cooked in the ground, were a major part of the feast at Truscott.
Photo: CAS.
born, where I grew up, where
I got my culture and pride
from."
Sister Visitation attended
the ceremonies along with
sixty others from the
Kalumburu settlement, some
fifty kilometres to the east.
Mr Wayne Bergmann from
the KLC (Kimberley Land
Council) spoke at the
handover of the importance of
the moment and how
difficulties can be resolved by
mature well-intentioned
negotiations. Bishop
Saunders led a prayer and
blessing for the day, and
remarked on the significance
of "a joyous occasion that
reversed the misfortunes of
history and re-instated justice
for the traditional owners".

Traditional Dancing feautured in the celebrations at the Truscott handover. Photo: CAS.
4

• KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE • MARCH 2004

Hearing language, learning language

(PART 1)

By Dr Ann Galloway, Director, Conductive Hearing Loss Research Project.
Kurongkurl Katitjin: School of Indigenous Australian Studies.
Edith Cowan University, Mount Lawley Campus.
For the past two years, the junior primary classes in three
Kimberley Catholic schools have been involved in a state-wide
research project investigating the literacy teaching strategies that
teachers use when working with Indigenous children who have
conductive hearing loss (CHL) as a result of otitis media (middle ear
infection).
Many children, especially between 0-5 years of age, get ear
infections, and sometimes these lead to hearing loss. Hearing loss as a
result of ear infections is a major problem, especially for Indigenous
children. CHL affects at least 70% of Indigenous students, particularly
in remote schools, and occurs earlier and remains a problem longer than
for other children, although the incidence of otitis media generally
decreases as children mature.
CHL is a major factor affecting children’s school experiences and
success, especially language development because of the effect of the
disease on hearing.
In the preschool years, children with ear infections may miss out on
learning parts of language and some types of language, which will
make it harder for them to learn to read once they start school. If
children do not learn to read properly, they are much less likely to be
successful at school; school will become a negative experience for
them, so school attendance may fall. Consequently, they have limited
participation in classroom activities, fail to recognise classroom
routines, have fewer opportunities for social interaction, so social
interaction skills are poor and the children are likely to show increased
irritability and disobedience. These children may be disliked by other
children. Thus, children with conductive hearing loss need intervention
to help them learn the types of language they missed out on learning
before they started school, so that they can be successful in education.

Yesteryear...

Language activities, Year 2, St Mary's School, Broome. Photo: G. Partington.
If children cannot hear well, they often do not learn to speak their
language properly. This makes learning to read and write difficult
because the children have incomplete models in their minds of what
language sounds like and how it works, so cannot use that knowledge
to help them in learning to read. Antibiotics and other medical
treatments can help clear up infection and improve children's hearing,
but they do not remedy the language deficits caused by earlier periodic
deafness.
(Article to be continued next issue.)

IMAGES FROM OUR PAST

St John of God Sisters at Derby 1965.
Photo: Courtesy V. Walsh.
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— VIEWPOINT —

— CENTACARE —

By Bishop Christopher Saunders D.D.

By Sr Leone Collins

Changing the Water
How is it that our country has become so secular in so short a
time? How is it that many families, once steeped in faith have been
reduced to mere reflections of a “soul-less” economy? Why is it that
considerations of faith – belief in God, commitment to Christ,
adherence to sound objective moral principles – have seriously
diminished in the space of a generation or two?
These questions constantly occur to me as I reflect on the secular
nature of our society – indeed the whole of Western society. At
Christmas time, I received a card from a Christian organisation in
Sydney that featured a parcel wrapped in green and red and festooned
with a few bells and baubles. Inside it said "Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year".
Also at Christmas, our Prime Minister and the Federal Leader of
the Opposition sent us seasonally adjusted greetings once again. But
there is no mention of Christ, the Holy Family or anything else
sacred. Even at the top it would seem, the political leadership in the
country has paled to a non-religious mindset.

When talking with Damien and Joshua Treacy I asked them what
they believe are the needs of all people. Joshua’s instant response was
Respect, Rights, Responsibilities. Damien added, ‘And it all starts in
the Family’. Good thinking, Joshua and Damien!

THE FAMILY IS THE
BASIC UNIT OF
SOCIETY.
This indicates that unless there are Families there is no Society, so
What kind of a Society do Families need?
What kind of Families does a Society need?
How many people are needed to make a Family?
How many Families are needed to make a Society?
What are the needs of people who make up a Family?
Where do the people go to get their needs met?
What do you think? Your ideas are important so contact me at
Centacare 9192 2293 or speak with Joshua and Damien at St Mary’s
College.
•
•
•
•
•
•

In late January, I attended a neo-catechumenate conference in
Melbourne. The speaker was asking similar questions to mine. He
made the observation that we are all so susceptible to the influences
of secularism because "the water has been changed" and we are living
in an environment that is secular and God-less.

The globalised

culture that attempts to define who we are reflects principally beliefs
and commitments in which there is little or no place for God.
It seems to me that if the beliefs and values that matter are to
prevail, then we have to change the water back again. That is to say,
we need to live a life that is counter-cultural and develop for
ourselves a living environment of faith and worship which will
sustain a commitment to Christ and the world of God.
The Vatican II Pastoral Constitution Gaudiem et Spes spoke of the
Church in the modern world, not the Church of the modern world.
“The joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of people of this age are
the concern of the followers of Christ,” it stated. It went on to point
out the imbalances in the modern world and listed the broader desires
of all human beings while alerting us to the dangers of systematic
atheism. The role of the Church in the modern world, the document
continues, is to penetrate the world’s dynamic movements with the
spirit of the Gospel. To be a leaven in the midst of that which
surrounds us.
This proper activity of the faithful is reflective, spiritual and

Twelve months old Maria
knows that having fun with
trustworthy friends is part of
family life. She made sure
she was in the picture with
her brothers Damien and
Joshua and their friends.
From left: David Whitehead,
Maria Treacy, Leonard Jeffrey,
Damien and Joshua Treacy.
Photo: L. Collins.

practical. To put it briefly and succinctly, the people of God, you and
I, need to resist thoughtless immersion into an imperfect world while
recognising that it is through witness, proclamation and dialogue that
we engage our secular world. “Led by the Holy Spirit, Mother Church
increasingly exhorts the faithful to purify and renew themselves so
that the sign of Christ can shine more brightly.”
To live confidently the example and teachings of Christ is to
create a world environment that is graced, purposeful and sustainable.
6
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Maria also enjoyed seeing
her brother Anthony’s
success in putting the Turtle
jigsaw together.
Photo: L. Collins

C A R I T A S

K I M B E R L E Y

By Fr Paul Boyers - Caritas Diocesan Director

BUILDING PEACE,
BRINGING HOPE
Lent is a time when we think less of ourselves and our own needs
and more about the needs of other people. Lent gives us the opportunity
to do this through our support of Project Compassion. The theme of this
year’s appeal is, "Building Peace, Bringing Hope".
All of us would like to see everyone living in peace. Peace is
something we long for in ourselves, in our families, in our communities,
peace in our country and peace in other places as well. Peace is
something that we all have to work for. Peace is more than just the
absence of war. People are at peace when they are able to live with
dignity and with the respect of others. Many things bring about the
absence of peace not just armed conflict but poverty, drought and
famine.
Caritas use the money raised by Project Compassion to support
communities around the world in their work for peace in their
community. This means working for a better life style for their
members. Caritas supports the communities work, in providing
education, purchasing agricultural implements and being able to access
clean drinking water. When the most basic needs of people are met then
they are able to live in peace. People who support Project Compassion
become peacemakers.
Last year the Diocese of Broome raised $15,300 for Project
Compassion. This year let us try and better that amount. We can do this
by contributing through the Project Compassion boxes or envelopes
available in schools and parishes. Parishes and schools can also come up
with many different ways of raising money and at the same time
providing fun for participants. Raffles, auctions, fun days at school,
walkathons are just some of the ways of raising money.
Thanking you for your support.

This is John and Tesca from the Solomon Islands. Caritas Australia would
like to help the people of the Solomon Islands as they rebuild their lives after
the violence. Photo: Courtesy Caritas Australia.

In 2003, Australia raised six million
dollars for Project Compassion.
The Kimberley raised $15,300.
This year we can do better!

— SAINT NEWS —
St Joseph, Husband of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Feast Day: 19 March
From Scripture we know that St Joseph, the husband of Mary and the foster father of Jesus,
was a carpenter, a working man of modest means. Despite his humble work and means we know
he was of royal lineage, being a descendent of King David. We know also that Joseph was a
compassionate and caring man and that he loved Jesus and Mary. We know he had great faith,
followed the Commandments and was obedient to whatever God asked of him.
Since Joseph doesn’t appear in Jesus’ public life, at his death or resurrection, many historians
Courtesy of Online Saints.
believe he probably died before Jesus entered public life. We don’t know very much about
Joseph, however scripture has left us with the most important knowledge of who he was, "a righteous man" (Matthew 1:18).
St Joseph is also Patron of the Universal Church, fathers, carpenters and social justice. We celebrate two feast days for St Joseph: March 19
for Joseph the Husband of Mary and May 1 for Joseph the Worker.
MARCH 2004 • KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE •
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A leap of faith to present the Passion Play
NO GREATER LOVE
By Gerald Searle
Fr Joseph, Fr Daniel and parishioners
of Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish in
Broome have taken a bold leap of faith.
They plan to present the Passion Play, No
Greater Love, a two-act, 90-minute play
of the Passion of Christ, which was
written by one of the parishioners.
The play was first presented to Perth
audiences in 2003 to rave reviews. This
presentation will be a first for the
Kimberley. A new theatrical group, ‘The
Cathedral Players’ has been formed to
present No Greater Love at Sun Pictures
outdoor cinema in Chinatown as part of
the Shinju Matsuri Festival in August
2004.
The aim of staging the play is
fivefold: to deepen our Christian faith; to nourish a spirit of
community; to provide opportunities for the community to use their
gifts and develop their talents; to reach out to the wider community and
lastly to raise much needed funds for the Cathedral parish.
An inaugural meeting of the Cathedral Players took place on 18th
February at which plans were formulated for auditions. The team is still

8
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looking for people, young and old, to swell the crowd scenes and to
help with the work behind the scenes.
Donations and business sponsorships are being sought.
For more information contact Gerald Searle on 9192 2293 and
9192 3317 (a/h) or email at centakim@tpg.com.au.

CATHOLIC
EDUCATION OFFICE

KIMBERLEY
KITCHEN

By Eileen Lawrance, Acting Regional Officer

FELIKS Workshop in Broome
In February, linguists Rosalind Berry and Joyce Hudson worked
with the staff at the CEO Broome and Geri O’Keefe from the CEO
Perth and presented a week-long workshop on the FELIKS
(Fostering English Language in Kimberley Schools) Approach to
teaching English. All staff found the days both informative and
encouraging and the experience and expertise of Joyce and Rosalind
in this field were evident throughout their presentation. The FELIKS
Approach has proved to be highly successful in the Kimberley and
in other parts of Australia.

Sr Liz Koziel
FELIKS Approach workshop participants. Photo: K. van de Water.

New Staff at CEO
There are a number of new faces around the CEO Broome
Regional Office in 2004. Roxanne Dolby is the new office trainee.
Roxanne is studying at TAFE while training at the CEO for a year.
Paula Sgherza has been appointed the Primary Consultant at the
CEO which is a big change from being Principal at Wanalirri
Catholic School at Gibb River. Nicole Murphy has joined the CEO
team, as the Literacy Consultant.Nicole previously taught at Mulan
and St Mary’s College, Broome.

Sr Liz Koziel returned to Warmun in 2003 after training to
become a Josephite Sister in Sydney. She works as a classroom and
support teacher in the Ngalangangpum School, Warmun.
Obviously she enjoys her cooking as much as her teaching!

Cheesy Salami and
Olive Risotto
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 medium brown onions (300gm chopped finely)
1 clove garlic, crushed
2 cups (400gm) arborio rice
400g can of crushed tomatoes
3 cups (750ml) chicken stock
100gms sliced mild salami, chopped coarsely
1
/2 cup (75 gm) sun-dried tomatoes in oil, drained, sliced thickly
1 cup (160 gm) seeded black olives
2/3 cup (50 gm) coarsely grated parmesan cheese
1
/4 teaspoon cracked black pepper
1 tablespoon finely shredded fresh sage leaves
Heat oil in large saucepan: cook onion and garlic, stirring, until
onion is soft. Add rice, stir to coat in olive oil mixture. Add
undrained can of crushed tomatoes and stock. Bring to a boil;
reduce heat, simmer covered for 15 minutes, stirring midway
through cooking. Remove pan from heat; stand, covered, 10
minutes. Stir in remaining ingredients.

Nicole Murphy and Paula Sgherza. Photo: K van de Water.

Serves 4
MARCH 2004 • KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE •
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MIRRILINGKI

F r. A N S C A R ’ S
— COLUMN —

A New Year Starts

I Hear You Calling Me

By Sr Nellie Versluys, rsj

By Fr Anscar McPhee, OSB

Life at Mirrilingki has begun brightly. This year there are three codirectors, Sisters Nellie Versluys rsj, Resources Co-ordinator; Frances
Flemming rsj, Finance Co-ordinator and Helen McLenaghan rsj,
Program Co-ordinator.
Mirrilingki has been blessed with five volunteers over recent times.
David Ferguson has been caretaker of Mirrilingki since 17th December,
2003. This enabled the permanent staff, Sisters Nellie and Frances, to
go on holidays. David did the weather, fed the animals and kept the
grounds and buildings in tip-top condition.
Damian D’Ath returned at the end of January to lend his expertise
in the area of maintenance of buildings and equipment and caring for
the grounds.
Jacqueline Storey, Kate Storey and Eloise Zanoni, three generous
young volunteers from Newman College, Melbourne have been
involved in a variety of tasks to prepare Mirrilingki for the coming year.

Just recently, I turned sixty-five years of age. It was the very day
my brother Jim died in faraway Victoria. It was a rush to get there in
time after we heard he was in a coma. We made it and it was beautiful
to be able to pray over him for his ultimate journey out of time and
space into the sight of God. It was good, too, to share with Jim’s wife
Bernadette and the family in Jim’s birthday into heaven. He had
certainly covered for purgatory over the last ten years of pain so we
could think only of the "face to face" meeting with Jesus, with Our
Lady, family members and the Great Company of the Blessed. We
could think of Jim taking in the wonders of an eternally creative God
and seeing at last "Those things God has prepared for those who love
Him".
One might ask if there is perhaps a message in the death of a
brother on one’s birthday? Just a coincidence? May be!
Nevertheless, if one sees God everywhere, a beautiful presence giving
meaning to the aims and joys of life, then could it be seen, perhaps,
as one more gentle reminder of our own approaching day?
Gentle reminders are everywhere for those who see their lives as
a journey. There is the greying to silver hair; one by one there is the
falling hair; wrinkles begin to appear as our youthful image gives way
to the onset of the passing years; the old teeth begin to grumble and
crumble at heavier workloads and fall by the wayside one by aching
one; things become too heavy to carry, journeys too long, the standing
too much; our weight begins to worry us; our ticker registers the
strain; the eyes don’t see so well and the ears become deaf to the
whispered gossip.
With all the gradual changes that ageing brings, God gently lets
us know that our day is coming soon, our life, our time of working
and of serving is coming to a close. Many people choose to ignore
the signs of their coming day and wander through life without thought
of their destiny, yet, "We have not here a lasting city but we look for
one which is to come". "It is appointed unto man, once to die and
after this the judgement" (Heb 9 : 27).
The beautiful consolation is that the one awaiting for us is a dear
Father who comes joyfully to meet us "Your face Yahweh I seek. Do
not turn away from me" (Psalm 27 : 8)

Damian D'Ath installing the new airconditioner in the staff units.
Photo: N. Versluys.

"Proudly Supporting Broome
and the Kimberley"

Jacqueline and Kate Storey preparing supper. Photo: N. Versluys.
10

• KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE • MARCH 2004

The BIA Group, PO Box 68, Broome, W.A. 6725
• Phone: (08) 9193 5455 • Facsimile: (08) 9193 6057

OBITUARY
Sister Michael Kelly s.g.s.
By +Christopher Saunders
BORN: 17 January 1922
ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE: 6 February 2004
Sister Michael Kelly will long be remembered in Broome for her
determined efforts to assist children in need. To this end she founded
Catherine House, a refuge for numerous children from all over the
Kimberley. To a generation of such children she fulfilled a multitude
of roles as carer, provider, protector and friend. For so many of these
she was ‘Mum’.
Sheila Kelly was the fourth of five children born to Catherine and
John Kelly of Bayswater, a suburb of Perth. She had a great love for
her family and along with the others she found great enjoyment in her
youth in sports, particularly swimming, tennis and basketball.
After her happy school years spent at Maylands Primary and
Mercedes in Victoria Square, Sheila worked for the Vacuum Oil
Company as a secretary before entering the Novitiate of the Sisters
of the Good Shepherd in Abbotsford , Victoria, in 1946. There she
was Professed on 26th October 1948 and given the name Sister
Michael.
For the next twenty-two years Sr. Michael’s apostolate was the
welfare and education of the girls in residence at Leederville W.A., a
task she relished, imbued as she was with the spiritual zeal of the
Good Shepherd. She trained as a Pitman typewriting teacher,
completed a Child Welfare Certificate and excelled at dressmaking,
a skill she enthusiastically handed on to her charges. She also shared
her love of sport with the girls, organizing various sporting activities
as well as training the marching girls for whom she made the
uniforms. True to her beliefs she undertook religious instruction,
prepared girls for the Sacraments and assisted many of them who had
strayed to return to the Sacraments.
In 1972 Sr. Michael arrived in Broome with Phyllis Brooker, an
auxiliary helper she had come to know well in Leederville. Phyllis
was a good friend and companion to Sister Michael whose assistance
was to prove indispensable to the on-going work among the
Kimberley children in need. At first they lived in a tiny bungalow

near the St. John of God convent.
Phyllis remembers well being
"housed on an overcrowded
verandah with very little privacy
and children camped in swags all
over the place".
A few years later Catherine
House was built. The new facility
housed children who might
otherwise have been sent to Perth
during the period that they were in
the care of the State. Sister
Michael and her staff made it their
business to keep active links
between the children and their
families, no matter how far away
Sr Michael Kelly s.g.s.
they were from Broome. For such important considerations she is
remembered fondly by those who came to her for care and nurturing.
In her particular way Sr. Michael developed interesting links
with elements of the Broome community. She was able to elicit the
generous help of a variety of people and inspire them with
enthusiasm for her chosen work. Part of that expansive enthusiasm
spilled over into the area of publishing. She researched and wrote
three books: Proud Heritage (on the local descendants of John
Septimus Roe), Long Road Back (the story of the Barker clan), and
Robert Button (Pastoralist, Explorer and Prospector – of Ruby
Plains/Halls Creek fame).
Sr.Michael returned to Perth in 2002 for a visit. However, she
decided to remain at Leederville, aged eighty. Pain from a previous
car accident in Broome began to take its toll on her health and finally
she was admitted to St. John of God Hospital in Subiaco.
Sr. Naomi McClements, the present Area Leader (WA) of the
Good Shepherd Sisters remembers Sister Michael as a strong
character. “She was very independent, resolute and determined; a
woman of faith, in many ways ahead of her time, who would leave
no stone unturned to achieve something she felt needed to be
achieved or done. She was also very caring, loving and
compassionate – a true mother to so many young girls”. May she rest
in peace.

— YOUTH NEWS —
By Luke Reynolds & Stephen Boniwell
Greetings from the Broome Youth Ministry. We are excited about the year
ahead. A youth band is being formed for the Youth Mass, and the youth groups
have started again. A new primary youth group for years 5, 6 & 7 has
commenced and the activities have been well attended and plenty of fun. The
primary youth group meet on the first Saturday of the month and the secondary
youth group activities are every 2nd Saturday of each month. Each third
Saturday will be a combined event with the two youth groups. This month is
a combined BBQ and soccer match.
We are hoping and praying that we will be able to send a number of young
people to World Youth Day in Cologne, Germany in 2005. It will be a very
expensive but worthwhile exercise. Donations for this activity would be
greatly appreciated. Please contact either Stephen or Luke on 08 9193 5676.
As in the past, fishing and camping trips are also planned throughout the
year. Basically a whole lot of fun and a whole lot of faith. — God Bless.

Another great day fishing on the Broome Jetty. Photo: L. Reynolds.
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BRINGING THEM
HOME
By Bill Worth
In 1962, when Maude Yooringun from Gooniyandi country in the
central Kimberley died in Perth she left behind a son who never gave
up the search to find her. Frank Byrne was born in 1937 and at the age
of five was taken from his mother by government authorities. After a
period at Beagle Bay where he had been placed, Frank worked in the
pastoral industry as a ringer in the Kimberley, Northern Territory and
Queensland. But, not for a moment did he give up asking after his
mother, worrying to find her or her grave.
Frank was Maude’s only child. When he was taken away from her
she became grief stricken and depressed. The authorities sent her to an
institution in Perth where she remained until "she died of a broken heart
for her son and her country", at the age of forty-three.
Frank finally found the grave of his mother. With substantial help
from the Stolen Generation Group and other supporters, Frank, who
now resides in Alice Springs, brought her remains to Joy Springs, near
Fitzroy Crossing. He laid her to rest "in the earth of her own country".
The touching funeral rite held late last year was well attended by
members of the Stolen Generation Group including Chairperson Mr
Mark Bin Bakar who delivered a speech at the ceremony and local
residents from Joy Springs Community. Bishop Christopher Saunders
conducted the Rites on behalf of Frank and some of Maude’s family
who reside at the remote settlement. At the conclusion of the funeral
Frank thanked those who had helped him through the bureaucratic
maze. "It was all worth it." he said. " Now she can rest in peace…and
so can I."

(L-R) Bishop Christopher Saunders, Justin Howard from the Stolen Generation
Group and Frank Byrne met to plan the funeral at Joy Springs.

BROOME OFFICE
SUPPLIES & SERVICES
Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies,
Photocopying, Laminating, Office
Furniture, Internet Services - iiNet
(Local Call), Business Machines - Sales & Service,
Faxes, Printers, Photocopiers, Cash Registers
Phone: 9192 2354
Service: 9192 1730
Fax: 9192 2429
Service: 9193 5779
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MON - FRID 8AM-5PM, SAT 8AM-12NOON
26 Clementson Street
Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au
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FROM THE OFFICE OF
JUSTICE, ECOLOGY & PEACE

2004 – another
Federal election looms
By Br Shane Wood cfc
This year will certainly see another Federal election. The Prime
Minister has made an appeal to church leaders in the run up to the
election. Mr Howard has said:
"I think church leaders should speak out on moral issues but there
is a problem with that justification being actively translated into
sounding very partisan...I don't deny the right of any church leader to
talk about anything," he said. "But I think, from the point of view of the
unity of the church, it stresses and strains when the only time they hear
from their leaders is when they are talking about issues that are bound
to divide their congregations."
There is always a difficulty with agreeing on what is a ‘moral
issue’. How people ought to behave is a pretty broad area of human
life. In a democracy, the exercise of one’s right to vote is, it seems to
me, a very weighty matter that deserves to be taken very seriously.
There are surely moral issues involved in making such choices. We
have to see where the various individuals and Parties stand on issues
like employment, foreign affairs, education, healthcare, justice, peace,
the environment and so on. These can all involve moral issues and have
to be assessed by Catholics on the basis of gospel values and Catholic
social justice principles.
It is not as simple as people like Mr Howard might think to make a
clear and neat distinction between what lies in the realm of the purely
secular and what is in the realm of the religious. The Vatican Council
reminded us that ‘the joy and hope, the grief and anguish of the men
[sic] of our time, especially of those who are poor and afflicted in any
way, are the joy and hope, the grief and anguish of the followers of
Christ as well.’ (Gaudiem et Spes)
As for the concern about dividing congregations, one could hardly
find a more divisive character than Jesus in his own community. If we
become a people concerned more about unity than with truth then we
will have lost the plot altogether. Religious leaders and indeed groups
sponsored by churches must be concerned foremost with the truth and
with what is truly based in the gospel and the tradition of the Church.
The Catholic Church has a proud tradition of over a century of social
justice teaching to draw upon and organizations such as this Office will
no doubt continue to comment on political issues despite the warnings
and dissatisfaction of some politicians. Hopefully this will be done in
a fair, objective and non-partisan way.
Whatever else, let’s hope that there can be a vigorous, open and
honest debate around the issues that count and that the Australian voters
will be motivated in their choices by what is in the best long-term
interests of all sectors of the Australian population, keeping in mind the
genuine needs of our neighbours in the less affluent parts of our global
village. This Office will do its best to keep people informed on issues
of justice, ecology and peace in the course of what promises to be an
interesting year.

OBITUARY
Aunty Vera Dann – the
passing of an inspirational
Kimberley identity
By Br Shane Wood
Born: 7 December 1923
Entered into Eternal Life: 16 November 2003
When Vera Dann died after a brief illness in November last year, the
Kimberley Catholic community and the broader society lost a wellloved and respected leader. Her dynamic and fearless work on behalf of
her people and the community in general brought recognition, awards
and commendations from many quarters. It also meant that a large
congregation gathered in the Cathedral church of Broome for her funeral
and for the burial in the Broome General Cemetery.
Vera was born as one of a family of ten on 7th December, 1923 in
Beagle Bay and was proud of her Nyulnyul heritage. She was always
quick to point out that the nuns were very kind to her and to her family.
Her respect for the Church was strong as was her devotion to the Sunday
Mass.
In the 1940’s/1950’s, Vera went out to Balgo for five years to work
as a lay missionary, helping Fr Alphonse, and teaching the girls sewing,
cleaning and preparing them for Baptism. After her return to Broome,
Vera found herself working as a cook at the ‘Conti’, now the Mercure,
for six years and at the Hospital. Despite her initial intention to fill in
till they found a replacement, her job at the Hospital lasted for nine
years! Then she spent some time at La Grange, again assisting the priest.
Vera was responsible for starting up children’s liturgy in the parish
and for cleaning the church after work on a Saturday. She was also part
of the foundation group for the Bishop Raible Co-op when it began
selling cheap food for people and Christmas hampers for the pensioners.
She was also a keen supporter of the Broome Campus of the University
of Notre Dame Australia and a member of the Broome Advisory Board
for the University.
Vera’s work with the Modern Dreamtime Dancers in Broome is well
known. Modern Dreamtime Dancers was started as a youth initiative in
1993 to get the young people of Broome involved in something that
would be a worthwhile activity that would also build self-esteem and
pride in culture. Veronica McKeon and her sister, Cecilia Dann, worked
to make this dream a reality. Since that time, the group has won several
awards and performed throughout the Kimberley region, Darwin,
Sydney, Perth, Townsville and New Zealand. They also accepted an
invitation to the 2nd International Children's Dance Festival in Seoul.
So it was that Vera Dann managed to touch the lives of so many
people, old and young, throughout the Kimberley and beyond. She was
at home in the company of children, adults, Indigenous and nonIndigenous, politicians, priests and police. She was no respector of
position when it came to putting forward a suggestion, making a request
or insisting that the right thing had not been done – all in what she
believed were the best interests of her people.
Vera Dann’s death is a sad loss for so many in the Kimberley.
However, her life and work will continue to inspire many who wish to
follow her example of community service and care for others.

Photo: Vera Dann, Shinju Mother of Pearl, 1997. Photo: CAS

Pope: Unity between
Social Justice and Prayer
From Catholic World News 4/2/04
Pope John Paul II in a recent audience highlighted the
importance of conscience in the quest to be close to God, insisting
that work for social justice accompany acts of prayer and worship.
Addressing around 4500 people at his regular Wednesday
audience, he spoke of the "purity of conscience" that is distinct
from the "ritual purity" required by some faiths.
"To achieve this we need to listen to the spirit of the Prophets,
heard throughout the Psalm, reminding us that there can be no
separation of faith from daily life, or of prayer from work, or
adoration from social justice," he said. "Correct morality concerns
all aspects of our life – our relationships with family and friends, as
well as with those whom we meet or work."
The Holy Father said that it is "in being people of integrity that
we are pleasing to the Lord; ready to meet him in prayer and
liturgical celebration".

Photo: CAS
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— PARISH NEWS —
B R O O M E

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST FOR
CARITAS
Lots of Broome people enjoyed tucking into their plate of pancakes
on Shrove Tuesday, the day before the penitential season of Lent
begins. Parishioners, including students from St Mary’s College, were
up early in the morning mixing batter and cooking pancakes for the
fund raising event held at the Parish Centre. The event was very
successful with all proceeds going to the Project Compassion Appeal.

K A L U M B U R U

EXTREME MAKEOVER
FOR KALUMBURU
CHURCH
Our Lady of the Assumption Church has had a face-lift. A new
roof covers new furnishings which include a baptismal font, side
altar and lectern all carved from rustic bush logs. A new picture of
Our Lady of the Assumption on the side altar is complemented by
a new stained glass window. A careful paint job on the whole
interior fittingly completed the project. Bishop Saunders said that
"the work was a credit to the local people and the Kimberley
Catholic Volunteers who had carried out the work over the last
three years".

Pancakes were popular at the Shrove Tuesday cookup. Photo: A Hayden.
K U N U N U R R A

Confirmation Celebrations
By Allen McMahon
On November 16th Jason Bates and Michael O’Kenny from St
Joseph’s School, Tomas and Tere Morgan, Breanna Mooney, Janise and
Melissa Evans received the Sacrament of Confirmation. It was a
spiritual and prayerful occasion that was well supported by the
Kununurra Parish and school community.

Bishop Saunders and Father Paul Boyers conducted proceedings in what was a
wonderful culmination of two months preparation.
14
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The revitalised interior of Our Lady of the Assumption Church at Kalumburu
– new paint, new art and two new stained glass windows. Photo: CAS.
The side altar at
our Lady of the
Assumption
Church
Kalumburu. Note
the rustic bush
baptismal font
and altar. The
Church was built
before the War. It
was damaged in
the bombing by
the Japanese in
1943.
Photo: CAS.

— PARISH NEWS —
B I D Y A D A N G A - L A

G R A N G E

Bidyadanga
Parish Retreat
in 2003
By Sr Pat Sealey rsj
In late November last year, a twilight retreat over two
consecutive nights was held for the people of the Bidyadanga
Parish under the mango trees outside the priest's house.
The retreat was led by Fr. Patrick De Silva, Mary Chi (from
Broome) and Sr. Pat Sealey.
About 30 people attended each night. The themes were God's
Love, Jesus our Healer and Lord, the Spirit of God and
Commitment. Besides talks, singing and shared prayer there was an
opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, Mass and healing prayer. Everyone agreed that
this was a special time of grace.
The meals, too, were great. At the end of it we could all truly
say "Thanks be to God whose power working in us can do
infinitely more than we can ask or imagine; glory be to him from
generation to generation in the church and in Christ Jesus for ever
and ever. Amen." (Ephesians 3: 20-21)
Two of the local participants said:
"I felt the Holy Spirit flow through me and my worries were
gone. At the end of the retreat I was filled with God's wonderful
grace and my heart was deeply touched."
"It was the right time for me because I really needed Jesus to
set me free from all my worries. I could really see that the
Bidyadanga people who went to the retreat had good faith to be part
of our commitment to have Jesus in our lives. I pray to God that he
gives us the strength to have faith in what we believe."

PLEASE REMEMBER
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
OF THE KIMBERLEY IN
YOUR WILL
A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome
for the religious, educational and charitable works of
the Church allows funds to be applied
where the need is greatest.
Please mail coupon to:
The Finance Officer, Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Telephone: (08) 9192 1060 or Fax: (08) 9192 2136
ABN 37 040 099 127

❑ I would like more information about remembering the
Church in my will.
❑ I have already included the Church in my will and
wish to have this noted.
❑ I would like to be contacted for a confidential talk
about my will, or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Name:

________________________________________________________________________

Address:

____________________________________________________________________

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay Conservation
& Restoration
Appeal
Please make donations payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF
AUSTRALIA (WA)
and post to:
The Sacred Heart Church Beagle
Bay Conservation and
Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Photo: CAS.

MY DONATION
❑ $ 25
❑ $ 50 ❑ $ 100
❑ Other
My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed.
OR
❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑
________________________________________________________
Expiry Date

Signature

Name: ________________________________________________
Postal Address: ______________________________________
________________________________________________________
Angie and Joe Fishhook and grandchildren enjoy the meal after the retreat.
Photo: P. Sealey.

Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible.
Receipts will be issued.
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SCHOOL NEWS
B I L L I L U N A - K U R U R R U N G K U

Kururrungku
Welcoming Mass

B E A G L E

B A Y

Service Award to Head
Warden

By Corina Keany, Lyn Buchanan and Ann Bell
Father Matthew Digges, Isabell Palmer and Marie Darkie led the
welcoming Mass for the school community on February 3rd 2004. This
was a spiritually moving ceremony, the children were wonderfully well
behaved as the new school year was welcomed by both the teachers and
the students. A very moving smoking ceremony was held at the
beginning of the Mass.

(L – R) Head Warden, Malcolm Dann proudly holds his service award. Also
pictured are Beagle Bay Deputy CEO Kevin Dann, Police Minister, Michelle
Roberts and Commander Murray Lampard – North East Region, who hold their
gifts of local art. Photo : A Mitchell.

While members of the community received the blessed Sacrament church leaders
Isabell Palmer and Mary Darkie blessed the children who have not yet received
the Eucharist.

Police Minister Michelle Roberts visited Beagle Bay to present
Head Warden, Malcolm Dann, with an award for ten years service to
the Beagle Bay community. As a gesture of her visit, Beagle Bay
Deputy CEO, Kevin Dann, presented the Minister and Commander
Murray Lampard with some local art produced at the Women’s Centre.
Working closely with police in town centres, wardens are a
valuable asset to many communities in the Peninsula and wider
Kimberley region. In addition to his professional duties, Malcolm is
often involved in student activities at Sacred heart School.

W I R R U M A N U A D U LT E D . C E N T R E - B A L G O

B R O O M E

Open Day
On 4th February, the Wirrumanu Adult Education and Training
Centre had an Open Day for the students and people of Balgo Hills.
Students came to talk about their courses and powerpoint presentations
showed members of the community the work that the students have
been doing. Seventy people attended a BBQ lunch cooked by the men
students at the Ngaparliny Puntu buildings.

St Mary's College
Commissioning
Eucharist
Veronica Parker, REC, St
Mary's College, Broome

Open day at Wirrumanu. Photo: M. Nyland.
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The staff of St Mary's
College, Broome, were
formally commissioned for
the 2004 school year at a
recent Saturday evening
Eucharist at Our Lady
Queen of Peace Cathedral.
The staff of seventy
included teachers, Aboriginal teaching assistants, administration staff
and groundsmen. The staff presented themselves to the parish and
prayed for God's guidance as they embarked on a new school year.
Following the mass the staff celebrated together with a barbeque on the
grounds of the secondary campus.

SCHOOL NEWS
K U N U N U R R A

B A L G O

What a Christmas
Holiday that was!

New Computer Laboratory
at St Joseph’s Schools

By Br Ed Becker

By Alan McMahon

Students of Luurnpa Catholic School (Balgo) and other young
people of the Wirrumanu Community had a special treat over the
Christmas holidays. Two groups of Lasallian Volunteers came up from
Melbourne to run sporting programs, each of two weeks. Everyone
joined in games of football, basketball, softball, volleyball, cricket and
soccer in the afternoons. In the night it was mainly basketball and
volleyball. The groups also helped with jobs around the school in the
mornings.

St Joseph’s School
Board is very pleased to
announce the opening of
the school’s new computer
lab. Information
Technology is an exciting
and challenging part of
our lives today. All students at St Joseph’s will now be able to learn
computer skills on high tech and up-to-date equipment. The Internet
will also be accessed in a controlled and safe environment through the
now state wide Catholic Education Technology Network.

SIGNIFICANT DATES
17 March
19 March

22 March
25 March

Feast of St Patrick
Feast of St Joseph,
Husband of Mary
International Day for
the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination
Walk Against Want
National Harmony Day
World Water Day
The Annunciation

4 April
7 April
8 April
9 April
10 April
11 April

Palm/Passion Sunday
World Health Day
Holy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Saturday
Easter Sunday

21 March

The photo shows the members of the first group of volunteers. They are, left to
right - Front row: Liz North, Damien Williams, Lara Steele. Second row: Josh
Steele, Sophie Williams, Paulo Abrantes, Caz Duckett.
The first group arrived on Friday, December 12th. A special chore
facing this group was to replace roofs, remove fallen trees, erect fences
and clean up generally after the freak, fierce storm that had swept
through the school only minutes after the teachers’ charter plane had
got away safely to Alice Springs. Teachers looking back could see the
ominous, black bank of cloud as it bore down on Balgo.
The second group came in after Christmas. Both groups were given
a huge welcome by the kids who even taught them their newest dance
moves at the Blue Light Disco. Volunteers were also given special skin
names. Josh Steele was the mover and the organiser of the volunteer
program. Thank you, volunteers. You did a great job and made a lot of
kids happy. By the way, who got the most out of the sharing - you or
the kids?
(Lasallian Volunteers are often ex-students of the De La Salle
Brothers’ schools, who support the work of the Brothers in many
different ways.)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S FINEST JEWELLERY
BROOME PEARLS
ARGYLE DIAMONDS
KALGOORLIE GOLD

DAMPIER TCE, BROOME
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6725
TEL: (08) 9192 2430 FAX: (08) 9193 5280
EMAIL: linneysbroome@bigpond.com
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WORLD MISSION • WORLD MISSION • WORLD MISSION

CATHOLIC MISSION NEEDS YOUR HELP
Catholic Mission provides
food, shelter, clothing,
education, medical,
spiritual and pastoral care
for the urgent needs of
children and their
communities in 160
countries through:
❥ CHILDREN’S
MISSION PARTNERS
❥ PROJECTS
❥ CHILDREN FIRST !
From $15 a month your
partnership can help
children build their own
brighter, fairer future.
CHILDREN’S

MISSION

PARTNERS has been supporting
life enhancing community based
initiatives for children for over 160
years, in 160 countries.

Children from Rabaul, Papua New Guinea at play. Photo: CAS.

The local communities identify
their needs and request funds to meet those needs, inviting our

for and all are offered hope and the change that it brings. THE

partnership. These requests vary from immediate needs like food and

PARTNERS PROGRAM aims to offer children as many

medical care, to more long-term projects for children, like building

opportunities to grow and shine in an ever changing world.

schools and orphanages.
THE PARTNERS PROGRAM does not single out one child
for special care. All children in the community benefit, all are cared

Four times a year, you will receive information and photos of
some of the children and life enhancing projects your commitment is
helping to support.

See the website: www.catholicmission.org.au
Every day, 30,500 boys and girls under five die of mainly
preventable causes, and even more children and young people
succumb to illness, neglect, accidents and assaults that did not
have to happen.
Every month, 250,00 children and young people become
infected with the fatal HIV/AIDS virus.
Every year, 585,000 women die of complications of pregnancy
and childbirth that could have been prevented.
In the past decade more than 2 million children have been killed
and more than 6 million injured or disabled in armed conflicts.
The world has more children living in poverty than it did 10
years ago.
YOU can help to be part of the solution – make the decision to
become a CHILDREN"S MISSION PARTNER.

www.catholicmission.org.au

MARCH 2004 • KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE •

19

focus

The marriage of Peter Sibosado and Mary Monaghan was celebrated by Father
Daniel Chama on Saturday 24 January 2004 at Our Lady Queen of Peace
Cathedral in Broome. Mary is a teacher at Djarindjin Lombadina Catholic School
and Peter is the CEO of Djarindjin Community. A reception for more than 100
guests was held at the Mangrove Resort in Broome. Photo: J. Melville.

The Broome contingent at the recent Neo-catechumenate
National Convivenza in Melbourne convened by Toto and Rita
Piccolo. Everyone agreed that it was a marvellous experience.

Office Trainee, Roxanne Dolby at her desk at the CEO Broome
Regional Office Photo: K. van de Water.
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Kururrungku church leaders sprinkle the blessed water over the children of the community at the
welcoming Mass for teachers and students at Billiluna.
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DESIGN AND TYPESETTING BY • RED LOGIC DESIGN, BROOME W.A. 6725

Traditional dancers at the Truscott handover. Photo: CAS

