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Think how the lilies grow; 

they never have to spin or weave, 

yet, I assure you, not even Solomon

in all his royal robes was clothed

like one of them. Luke 12:27
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Editorial

The action of the Federal Government to disband the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC) and
return indigenous services to ‘mainstream’bureaucracy ignores
the poor record ‘mainstream’bureaucracy has in its dealings with
Aboriginal people. To leave the indigenous people of Australia
without an effective political voice, one with influence and
responsibilities, makes a farce of efforts to acknowledge the past
ills of colonization with a view to building a brighter future for
Australia’s First Peoples.

The Prime Minister’s announcement that the Commission
would be wound up (on July 1st) did not come as a complete shock
to a lot of people. All indications in recent months clearly pointed
to irreconcilable tensions between the government and the
Commission. The prior announcement of the ALP that it intended
to wind up ATSIC if in government left the controversial
organization without a tenable future.

The intention of the government to establish an appointed
Board of Indigenous Advisors will fail to demonstrate to
indigenous people that their opinions about their future are
important. Board members acting without responsibility for their
actions and without representative status will not enjoy the respect
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples Australia wide. To
ignore the rights of indigenous people to self-determination is to
turn the clock back to a time reflective of a bleak past. 

Suggestions that this unrepresentative Advisory Board is but a
temporary measure is a welcome addendum but also an
unsubstantiated one.  Nothing Senator Vanstone  (Minister for
Indigenous Affairs) has said so far indicates anything but contempt
for the notion that indigenous people ought to be actively
governing the delivery of services to their own people. Where the
Federal Labor party stands on self-determination for indigenous
people in the long term is not yet clear.

In an age when the need for national reconciliation in this
country is pressing, the failure to replace ATSIC with an
alternative representative and responsible body is to show the
highest disregard for reconciliation in our land, in our time. True
democracy for indigenous people is bound closely with self-
determination. The on-going pursuit of the benefits of a fair
democracy for Aboriginal people will come to fruition only when
self-determination is alive and well. Given the determination of
Aboriginal people to survive the rigours of an unjust past,
eventually self determination is bound to happen – as old
ineffectual methods are found still to be wanting. It appears, yet
again, governments have much to learn.

The opinions expressed in this article are not 
necessarily those of the Bishop of Broome.

DEMOCRACY AND SELF
DETERMINA TION–
BOUND TO HAPPEN

FRONT COVER IMAGE:  
Waterlily in full bloom, North East Kimberley. 
Photo: CAS

The Great Sacrifice

LEST WE
FORGET

ANZAC Day — 25th April
The Ode

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.
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● EVEN BISHOPS GET TIME OFF IN ROME and an evening at
a Gelateria with a good Italian Ice-cream in hand is a welcome
moment for these Australian Bishops: (from left) +James Foley
(Cairns), +GerardHolohan (Bunbury), +Wil l iam Morr is
(Toowoomba), +Julian Porteous (Sydney). At rear: +Michael Putney
(Townsville) and +Denis Hart (Melbourne).

● A PASCHAL CANDLE, a generous gift for Easter, found its way
safely to Broome Cathedral from Rome thanks to Claudio Pioli who
carried it in a specially constructed wooden box.  The
Neocatechumenate Community of St Tarcisio presented the candle to
Bishop Saunders when he visited there recently during his Ad Limina
visit. Pictured are Giorgio Pioli and Franco Gaucci with Bishop
Saunders displaying the beautiful hand-painted candle.

● DR DAVID KEMP , THE MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT
AND HERIT AGE, recently announced that Sacred Heart Church,
Beagle Bay, has been awarded a heritage grant of $40,700.  The grant
funds will go towards repairing the interior of the church.  It is
estimated that it will cost $90,000 to undertake the repairs to the
interior walls and restoration of the side altars, and the shell work in
the sanctuary.  The grant will certainly enable the Diocese to
commence work but considerable funds still need to be raised to
complete the total repair/restoration project.  Details on donating to
the Sacred Heart Church, Beagle Bay Conservation/Restoration Fund
can be found on page 18 in this publication.

● SR VERONICA RYAN RSJ from Wyndham was recently
admitted as a Fellow of the Australian College of Educators in
recognition of her outstanding contribution to education generally
and to the Kimberley in particular over the past 30 years.  

Admission to Fellowship is based on evidence of particular
distinction and is a great honour to receive. 

Sr Veronica, a Josephite Sister, originally from New South Wales
has almost thirty years
experience in the Broome
Diocese.  Presently, Sister
is writing a Kimberley
Companiontext for use in
Religious Education in the
D iocese .She is we l l
known for her acclaimed
p u b l i c a t i o n o n
NgalangangpumSchool,
Warmun, From Digging
Sticks to Writing Sticks,
which was published in
2001. 

Congratulationsto Sr
Veronicaon beinggiven
national recognition for her
wonderful achievement.

● COLIN GROVES, a former volunteer in the Diocese, recently
returned for a brief visit.  Colin who worked in Broome in 2000/2001
had a dual role as Pastoral Associate and pilot.  He now teaches at
Trinity College in Goulburn, New South Wales.  During his visit,
Colin took the opportunity of meeting up with many friends made
during his time in Broome.  

● REHEARSALS HAVE COMMENCED in Broome for the
Passion Play No Greater Love.  An enthusiastic band of actors,
singers and musicians meet regularly for rehearsals under the
guidance of Director, Gerald Searle.   The play will be performed at
Sun Pictures in Broome on 3/4 September.   Additional actors are
required for crowd scenes (no experience necessary).  If you are
interested in participating, please contact Gerald 9192 2293.

Briefly Speaking

Sr Veronica Ryan. Photo: CAS

Colin Groves.  Photo: A Hayden  

The Bishops enjoy gelati in Rome. Photo: +C. Saunders



IT BEGINS IN THE
FAMIL Y — We need
more RESPECT

In this day and age,
our world is in need of
more respect – respect
for individuals and for
families and groups.
Do you show respect
for those around you?
Is there respect in your
m a r r i a g e , i n y o u r
f a m i l y , i n y o u r
fr iendships?Think
about it! 

Having finished
work for the day,
D a v i d P i g r a m i s
enjoying a cuppa while
he spends time with his
son, Jesse, who is
listening to his Dad say
the word ‘respect’.
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Pastoral initiatives aired in Broome
By Br Shane Wood  cfc

This year’s gathering of priests and
pastoral associates was held in early
March to cater for the fact that the
Bishop would need to travel to Rome
for the Australian Bishops’Ad Limina
visit.  The Mass of the Oils was
celebrated on Tuesday 9th of March
after the priests had met during the day
with the Bishop, and two days of joint
meeting with the pastoral associates
followed.

The group was addressed by the
Bishop about issues confronting the
Diocese at this time.  The Bishop
stressed that the founding vision of the
Diocese was its commitment in mission
to the Aboriginal people, and that this
ought still be our prime concern and
focus.  

This was followed by a session in which the group was addressed
by members of the local Aboriginal community who have been
encouraged by the Bishop to follow up on the theme of the 2003
NATSICC Conference – "Now is the time for rebirth".  Shirley
Quaresimin, Michael Martin, Leonie Kelly and Erica Bernard are
working in the parish of Broome to establish an Aboriginal Catholic
Ministry, with a focus on helping Aboriginal people feel more
comfortable as part of the local Church community.  They hope to do
this by making both the church building and the liturgies celebrated in
it more welcoming for and inclusive of Aboriginal people – especially
those who might have been away from the Church for a while.  They
are hoping that their efforts in Broome will encourage others to take up
the challenge in their own parish elsewhere.

The group looked at the commitments they made to certain areas of
ministry for 2003 and where they thought the energies of the Diocese
as a whole ought to be directed for 2004.  The following were the
results of the group’s discernment:
• Commitment by all priests and pastoral associates to put time and

energy into developing lay ministry in their parishes.
• Commitment to encourage the Bishop regarding the formation of a

Diocesan Pastoral Council.
• Commitment to the development of Parish Pastoral Councils and

the faith formation of these, enabling them to contribute towards
the creating of a vision for the Parish.  

• Commitment to the development of Aboriginal Catholic Ministry in
the Diocese. 

• Commitment to the development of Youth Ministry in the Diocese. 
The group also conducted a review of various Diocesan Policies

and looked at aspects of the celebration of the Eucharist as required by
the General Instruction on the Roman Missal.  

Overall, the gathering was a great opportunity for people to meet
together, especially for those who are new to the Diocese to get to know
others who, up to that time, were only names in the Diocesan Directory.
People from places other than Broome made their way home on Friday
and Saturday.  For some it was a long journey to the northern, southern
and eastern edges of the Diocese.  The support and encouragement that
was the experience of the days together hopefully meant a return home
with renewed enthusiasm and energy for mission.

The 2004 gathering of Priests & Pastoral Associates. Photo: A. Hayden.  

Centacare 
By Sr Leone Collins

David Pigram and his son, Jesse. Photo: L Collins
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THE RADICAL WAY
TO A NEW LIFE

When the Holy Father Pope John Paul II recently counselled
youth to be radical in their faith, he was asking them to find a
different, more authentic way to live a full human life.  No doubt
he had in mind the needs of a world presently caught up in its own
deception, entangled in its own harmful complexities. Such
entanglements blind us to the wonder of beauty and truth. Such
blindness prevents us from living in love and hope, the key to all
human fulfilment. 

Speaking of human fulfilment, it is interesting to note in recent
years what store the Holy Father has put in the ecclesial movements
that have emerged in the Church. These movements have in
common the desire to serve the proclamation of the gospel, the
formation of people in faithful obedience and the avid support of
family life. It is no mere coincidence that vocations to the
Priesthood and the Religious Life continue to flourish in such a
nurturing environment.

In the history of the Church there have been many crises that
have damaged the practice of the faith at various times.  Each time,
the Holy Spirit has brought forth life from the decay and
consequently, movements developed that have nurtured that life in
a most radical manner. For instance, in the face of terse paganism
it was the Irish monks who evangelized the Germanic lands of
Europe. Later, the early monastic movement grounded the faith and
inculturated that faith in the lives of people. The appearance of the
radical St. Francis of Assisi was an effective response to the
materialist measure of his time. And in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries the great missionary Orders appeared so as to
spread the Word to a world far from Europe. Indeed, there are many
other examples that we could draw from a study of history of
radical responses to moments of need and crises.

One Ecclesial Movement that has been invited by me to
Broome is that of the Neo-Catechumenate, otherwise described as
The Way. Only last year this international movement, begun in
Spain and Italy, received approval for its Statutes from the Holy
See in Rome.

In Australia, there are many communities living and growing
as a communion of families in faith and The Waypresently operates
two seminaries in this country – one in Perth and one in Sydney.
Both enjoy the same name as the other Neo-Catechumenate
Seminaries throughout the world– ‘Redemptoris Mater’.

I believe that the Neo-Catechumenate Way is capable of the
radical engagement with contemporary society that has become an
urgent need in recent years. Like other places, many cultural groups
here in Kimberley society are in a state of crisis, dead as it were to
the promise of life and the hope of God that the Gospel offers. 

The recent visit of twenty-five Redemptoris Mater seminarians
to Broome on a Pilgrimage of Peaceafter Easter has been a source
of great joy and life for us all. Through their hope-filled mission
here we have been blessed and nurtured in faith. May God bless
them for their generosity and may the good things begun in us
come to fulfillment.

Viewpoint
By Bishop Christopher Saunders

CARIT AS HELPING PEOPLE IN IRAN

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Caritas Iranian
Earthquake Appeal earlier on in the year. The money raised in the
Diocese has gone towards rebuilding infrastructure such as houses
and health clinics for the people living in villages surrounding the city
of Bam in Western Iran, the worst affected area. 

Since the disaster struck in January, Caritas has been supporting
the people of the villages of Esfikan and Nartich. Over the last three
months, seven hundred and fifty families in Esfikan have received
food as well as relief items such as blankets and clothing. A similar
relief program has taken place in the village of Nartich.

While camps have been set up to accommodate people whose
homes were destroyed in the earthquake, or had to be destroyed
afterwards, many people decided to stay at what was once their home.
This has created many problems for the people trying to provide
relief. Gradually Caritas and the other agencies working with these
people have been able to provide them with drinking water and
sanitation.

Caritas recognises that people who have lost everything become
traumatised as a result of what they have experienced.   To assist
people who have been affected by the earthquake Caritas has
employed a nurse to set up a counselling program for people in the
villages worst affected.

Slowly with your help life is gradually coming back to normal for
those people whose lives were shattered in a matter of a few moments.

Caritas Kimberley
By Fr Paul Boyers - Caritas Diocesan Director

Women from a village near the city of Bam at their tent
accommodation after their homes were destroyed by earthquake. 
Photo: Courtesy of Caritas.



The Bishops of
Australia Visit
Rome
by Bill Worth.

In March this year, the Bishops of Australia went to Rome for
their Ad Limina visit – a reference to the edge or the threshold –
referring to the tomb of St. Peter where they celebrated Mass and
prayed that God might bless their various Dioceses and their people
back home in Australia. Almost all of the Australian Bishops were
present together living within the Vatican and joining together for
various functions and visits. Some of the visits were to Church
dicasteries or offices – such as the Congregation for Education or the
Congregation for Divine Worship or the Pontifical Council for Media.

The highlight of the visit of course was the meeting with the Holy
Father. Each Bishop spent six or seven minutes speaking privately
with the Pope. Later in the week the Australian Bishops met as a
group with the Holy Father in one of the audience halls within the
Papal palace.

Bishop Saunders said that this was his second Ad Liminavisit in
the time he has been Bishop. "The weather was cold…at least when
compared with the Kimberley.", he said. "However, the meeting with
the Holy Father was a warm and memorable encounter. He was
interested primarily in three things. Firstly, he asked me about the
well-being of family life in the Kimberley. Secondly, he wanted to
know if we had any vocations to the priesthood in the Diocese, and
then he asked about the Aboriginal people of the Kimberley and
Australia. What struck me was his deep concern for our spiritual and
physical welfare. He wished prayerful greetings for all Kimberley
people to be passed on."

When asked about his visit to his predecessor Bishop Jobst, who
lives in retirement in Austria, Bishop Saunders said: "The Bishop
looked very well and is enjoying good health. He too passes on his
best wishes and blessings to the people of the Kimberley. He hopes to
come for a visit some time after his eighty-fifth birthday. We look
forward to that next year."

Top: Bishop Christopher Saunders (left) with the Superior General of the
Spiritan Order Father Pierre Gehouver, Bishop Justin Bianchini (of Geraldton)
and Father Michael Obi Onnuemelie.
Above: Bishop Saunders is interviewed on Vatican Radio.
Below: Australian Bishops at the Redemptoris Mater Seminary in Rome.
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Above: Bishop Saunders greets Pope John Paul II.

Below: Bishop Saunders overlooking Saint Peter’s Basilica, Rome. Below: A small chapel near Saint Clare’s Convent, Assisi.

Ad Limina Visit • Ad Limina Visit • Ad Limina Visit • Ad Limina Visit 
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Saint Rita
Feastday: May 22  Patron of impossible cases 

St. Rita was born in Umbria in Italy in 1381. At an early age,

she begged her parents to allow her to enter a convent. Instead they

arranged a marriage for her with Paolo Mancini, an ill tempered,

abusive man.   Rita became a good wife and mother and endured

her husband’s abuses for many years.  He taught their children his

own evil ways. Rita tried to perform her duties faithfully and to

pray and receive the sacraments frequently. After nearly twenty

years of marriage, her husband was ambushed and stabbed to

death.   Before he died, Paolo repented of his ways because Rita

prayed for him. Shortly afterwards, her two sons died, and Rita

was alone in the world. Prayer, fasting, penances of many kinds,

and good works filled her days. She was admitted to the convent

of the Augustinian nuns at Cascia in Umbria, and began a life of

perfect obedience and great charity. Sister Rita had a great

devotion to the Passion of Christ. "Please let me suffer like you,

Divine Saviour," she said one day, and suddenly one of the thorns

from the crucifix struck her on the forehead. It left a deep wound

which did not heal and which caused her much suffering for the

rest of her life. She died on May 22, 1457. 

Saint News

Fr. Anscar’s Column

Watch Out
I was driving along one day near Kalumburu when I came on

something right out of the movies.  Someone had dumped a television
set in the bush and there it stood on its legs as in a lounge room.  Right
in front of it and gazing at it were two horses!   I had no camera, of
course, but my mind went wild imagining what horses might watch on
telly.  Perhaps it was the Broome races or “Days of our Lives”!   But it
couldn’t be so for there was no power, no picture, no sound – only a
reflection of two horses.  They saw themselves and were really
focussed.   I once heard a football coach shouting at his team to "get
focussed".  

Now for my little message.  It can happen to us at Mass.  We hear
the readings but don’t really hear.  Sometimes we actually pick up a
mistake in pronunciation and feel sorry for a nervous reader, but hear
God speak to us, not at all!

The secret of listening is "To start listening before you start!"  If
God is going to touch your hearts at Mass we have to be ready for Him,
"focussed".  Going to Mass is like going nowhere else.  It is the only
thing of its kind.  It is unique.  It is of God Himself and should not be
spoiled by a mind elsewhere, or perhaps a spirit of criticism or a desire
to be entertained!    To start listening before we start is to quieten
ourselves down and reach out for God as we go into the Church, into
the presence of our loving Father with a faith-filled feeling of
expectation, of longing to meet and to be close to Him, "Here I am
Lord,  I come to do your will". 

FIRST RAFTING
DESCENT OF
THE DURACK
RIVER
By John W Durack  (Jack Durack)

In the middle of March, not long before the arrival of Tropical

Cyclone Fay, a group of ten friends made the first descent of the Durack

River by raft.  The group included Jack Durack, a Sydney barrister, and

his son Luke, film maker and editor, descendants of Kimberley pioneers.

It was their forebear, "Stumpy" Michael Durack, who discovered the

Durack River in 1883.

Also on the trip were Jack Hodge from the Olympic White Water

Centre in Sydney, Brett Barlee (also from Sydney) and Joe Ross (from

Fitzroy Crossing).  Joe and Brett had previously rafted the Fitzroy River

down to Geike Gorge.

Leaving their base at the Kununurra Backpackers, the group had an

adventurous trip along the flooded Gibb River Road to their starting point

at Jack’s Waterhole on the Durack.  The river rose two or three metres

over the first few days and the three rafts struck rapids ranging from

Grades three and four to Grade five, the highest grade which it is possible

to raft.

The adventurers found wonderful scenery along the gorges, with

waterfalls pouring off the cliffs wherever they looked, beautiful camp

sites and good fishing.  There were also some wild moments on the river,

including encounters with crocodiles and a raft flip in which the party lost

their movie camera but, fortunately, not their lives!  A boat eventually

picked them up at Umbulgarri Crossing and took them into Wyndham.

A highlight of the trip for Jack and Luke, was reaching the old

"Durack’s Crossing," where "Stumpy" Michael and his party crossed the

river more than a 120 years ago.  

They would all like to do the trip again some day but it can only be

done in the middle of the wet season and they think it will probably be a

long time before there is another successful rafting attempt.

The rafting party.
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Veronica Alice Taylor was born in the suburb of Jolimont, in

Perth, WA on April 26th 1916.

The early death of Veronica’s mother left a father, nine sons and

two daughters to mourn her loss. Veronica’s sister was studying for

a nursing degree at that time, and Veronica, at the tender age of

twelve years, became "mother" to the Taylor family. Many years

later she completed her General and Midwifery degree in Nursing.

Veronica felt called to the Religious Life and, at the age of 31,

entered the St John of God Novitiate in Subiaco WA on the 24th

May 1947. She would be known from then on as Sister Mary

Immaculata.

After her Final Profession, five years later, Sister Immaculata

commenced nursing in the St John of God Hospital in Geraldton,

then Bunbury and Northam. In 1965, she volunteered her services

for the St John of God Kimberley Mission in Derby.

Sister nursed at the Derby Leprosarium (Bungarun) and

Lombadina, before transferring to Balgo. Here, Sister’s most

rewarding career began and lasted twenty years. Her name also

changed and, from then on, she became known as "Sr Mac".

In Balgo, as the only qualified nurse, Sr Mac was responsible for

the running of the Balgo Hospital. Conditions, at that time, were

primitive. However, Sister had many helping hands from the Balgo

people and was given the opportunity to teach the people the

importance of health care.

When the Community Health Service commenced work in

Balgo Sr Mac started a very successful kindergarten and trained

many young women to be responsible for the education as well as

the health care of their children. Sr Mac was also in charge of the

Dormitory Girls, which catered for school-age children from other

areas around Balgo.

In 1987 the Sisters of St John of God, who had worked at the

Balgo Mission since 1956, were withdrawn from the Mission. This

was a cause of sorrow, especially for Sr Mac. However, she retired

to Derby in 1989, and began a new lifestyle of service.

She had a passion for gardening and worked wonders in the

Convent garden, as well as being responsible for the care of the

Convent.

She continued her caring ministry by visiting the Regional

Hospital daily when possible, supporting especially the many Balgo

patients. Because ante and post natal women spent time in hospital

in Derby, Sr Mac made sure they were never bored. She took them

shopping and on sight seeing tours, and gave them plenty of advice

if they stepped out of line! Sr Mac became a very active member of

the Op Shop team and enjoyed working there two afternoons each

week.

Although a severe heart problem was present, Sr Mac’s wish

was that she could work until the time of death. This wish was

granted. Her death came as she was preparing her breakfast on the

morning of St Patrick’s Day when she went peacefully to her Eternal

Reward.

Sr Mac’s life was a very active one, but her Spiritual Life as a

Religious Sister was never neglected. Her daily attendance at Mass

was extremely important to her, as was her time for prayer each day.

May Sr Mac’s soul rest in peace.

Sister Immaculata (Sr Mac) with the "peoplescape" profile. Sister was
nominated for the centenary of Federation award for her work in the
Kimberley over many years. Photo: M Brown.

Obituary
Sr Immaculata Taylor SJG
By Sr Camille Poidevin SJG

BORN: 26 April 1916
ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE: 17 March 2004.
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This year, the Raible Cooperative will complete
30 years of service to the people of Broome and
surrounding communities.  In recent years, the
organization has undergone a number of changes,
and this year has been no exception.  To find out
more about what has been happening, the KCP
interviewed Br Shane Wood, who has been assisting
with the reorganization of the Cooperative services.

How did the Raible Cooperative get started?

The Cooperative was the ‘brain child’of Fr
Michael McMahon, who was parish priest in
Broome at the time, and some local ladies, Mrs.
Rosie Lee and Mrs. Lily Chi.  They sold second
hand clothing to raise funds to send people to the
Melbourne Eucharistic Congress in 1973.  Their
efforts were very successful and so it was decided that
this could be a good activity to continue in order to raise funds for the
parish.  The Parish Council ran it for a while and then it was decided to
give it independence and a new name was bestowed upon it in memory
of a previous Bishop who was held in warm regard by the local people. 

What was it originally involved in?

In addition to the need for the secondhand clothing, it was also
apparent that people in town were becoming involved in hire purchase
schemes for furniture and having difficulties in keeping up repayments.
So then the furniture and transport side of things got underway.  When
the local funeral director decided to give the game away, and the Shire
did not want to take on this role again, the Cooperative stepped in once
more to fill a need. The cheap food followed later.

What was the relationship with the Shire and the cemetery?

As mentioned before, the Shire had been responsible for burials and
the cemetery before a local person took on that role.  They gave the
responsibility to the Raible Cooperative.  The Shire has been happy to
have a community based organization do this work.  Of course, the town
has grown rapidly and legislation and regulation have impinged on all
areas of life, including cemeteries.  Record keeping by the Shire was not
always what it ought to have been and much was left to the Cooperative.
Things have now changed in several respects.

What is happening now?

The Shire has been making efforts to establish an accurate database
of burials in Broome and to accurately locate those graves in the Broome
Cemetery.  Great work has been done in the Japanese and Chinese
cemeteries, but the general cemetery has lagged behind.  The Cooperative
has handed over its records to the Shire and is assisting in locating the
sites of some unmarked graves at the same time.

Raible Cooperative – 30 years of service to
the Kimberley
Interview with Br Shane Wood cfc

The Shire has also established a Broome Cemetery Advisory
Committee, of which I am a member.  This is currently looking at the
issues involved in future capital works, accurate marking of current grave
sites and the formalising of procedures for the conduct of funerals in
Broome cemetery.

What changes have been taking place for the Cooperative itself?

As with other aspects of life in Broome, there have been changes here
as well.  All the original functions of the Cooperative except the funeral
business have been let go as they were no longer required or were being
supplied by others.  So, we have had to look again at the Constitution of
the organization and make some changes to bring it up to date with the
current situation.  We have re-activated the Committee and are currently
looking for new members – there is no fee to be a member.

We are very grateful to Stewart Gregory, the current Manager, who
has carried the burden of running the business virtually on his own for the
past few years.  We are putting another person in place to handle the
increased volume of paper work associated with compliance with
Government regulation.  Stewart will remain as the Funeral Director and
will take care of the conduct of funerals and associated cemetery
preparation.  The new Manager will be the contact person with families
and Government Departments.

Why is the service important for the people of Broome and nearby
communities?

As people would be aware, the Cooperative is not the only funeral
service now available in Broome.  However, it is the only non-profit
funeral service available.  Because our aim is to provide culturally
appropriate funerals virtually at cost, families are relieved of many of the
financial concerns that can be part of taking care of the arrangements for
burial of a deceased member.  It is important to us to have the support of
the Broome community for this service so that those less fortunate in our
community can be helped when they most need it.

Stewart Gregory outside the Bishop Raible Coop. Photo: A Hayden
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From the office of
Justice, Ecology & Peace

By Br Shane Wood cfc

The Government is still
slow to ‘cotton on’

The matter of cotton and the Kimberley is firmly on the agenda once
again.  There has been a significant push by the proponent of the cotton
trials (Western Agricultural Industries – WAI) in recent months to ensure
that the Government approves an extension of the Memorandum of
Understanding with them, due to expire in July.

Environs Kimberleywas formed with the specific aim of ensuring
that cotton, and particularly GM cotton, was not grown in the Kimberley.
It has been very active in providing educational material to locals and
visitors alike about the dangers of allowing this crop to be grown.

The traditional owners of the country where the trials are taking place
have continually expressed their opposition to the use of their country
and their water for this purpose.  Contrary to the promises previously
made by the proponent to ‘walk away’if there was opposition from the
traditional owners, WAI is still pressing for an extension to the MOU for
a further five years.

Apart from the scientific investigations that would inform our
opinions on GM crops, the use of pesticides and other chemicals, for
Christians there are other considerations to be attended to.  As Pope John
Paul II reminded us in 1989, we are coming to the painful realization that
“we cannot interfere in one area of the ecosystem without paying due
attention both to the consequences of such interference in other areas and
to the well-being of future generations...We are not yet in a position to
assess the biological disturbance that could result from indiscriminate
genetic manipulation and from the unscrupulous development of new
forms of plant and animal life...An education in ecological responsibility
is urgent: responsibility for oneself, for others, and for the earth”.

We must be grateful for voluntary community groups like Environs

Kimberley for at least giving us the opportunity to pause and look at
environmental issues from a perspective other than that of seeing the
earth and its non-human inhabitants as just another commodity to be
exploited for the benefit of humankind.  Thomas Berry, Passionist priest
and eco-theologian, urges us to see the universe as a "communion of
subjects rather than a collection of objects".  The latter has led us to
believe that it is fine to take the greatest possible amount of natural
resources, process these resources, put them through the consumer
economy as quickly as possible, then on to the waste heap. This we
consider as progress—even though the immense accumulation of junk is
overwhelming the landscape, saturating the skies, and filling the oceans.

As the Department of Industry and Resources website tells visitors: 
“The project will proceed only if the Government is convinced of the

viability and sustainability of the project and this must be demonstrated
before approval to extract commercial quantities of water is granted, and
development of farmlands is commenced”.

I am sure it would not proceed if the Government believed that the
people of the Kimberley would vote against any party that allowed the
project to continue.  So, after informing yourself as far as possible on the
issues involved, here is another question to put to your local Federal and
State members and candidates:  What is your view on the cotton trials in
the West Kimberley?

[Ed. For information on this issue you can visit the EK website at

www.environskimberley.org.au and the DPIR at www.doir.wa.gov.au]

Catholic Mission
continues to reach out
to Childr en around
the world!

Children first! is Catholic Mission’s action for children, which
raises money for disadvantaged and marginalised children of the world,
who are often victims of war, poverty, disease and hunger. In 2004,
Children first! is focusing on children’s health with the "Life for All"
campaign.  With the help of Children first! we can try and turn things
around.

Children first! invites our school and parish communities to work
with Catholic Mission to help bring life for all. This mission is so
central to life of a faith community: "I have come that they may have
life, and have it abundantly". Your involvement in this work is one
fantastic and real way to be in solidarity with others around Australia
and around the world to help achieve 'Life for All'. Children first!
culminates in the World Mission Week, October 24-30.  Please use
World Mission Week as a time to celebrate and remember the work of
global mission and the fragility and sacredness of 'Life for All' in our
world today. 

I would like to assure you that with your donations  to Children
first! you are touching the lives of many children who are in desperate
need.  Your money does get there and it truly makes a difference. 

Together let us put Children first!
For further information please contact Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan

Director of Catholic Mission on 08 9192 5888.

Catholic Mission
By Fr Daniel Chama

A small child from an Orphanage in Kenya is assisted through the
Children first! Program. Photo: Courtesy Catholic Missions.
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• Pilgrimage of Peace • Pilgrimage of Peace •

Courage it is I. 
Do not be afraid

In Easter Week all fifty Redemptoris Mater diocesan missionary
seminaries around the world go on a pilgrimage of thanksgiving to
express their gratitude to the risen Lord, Jesus Christ. This year
Bishop Christopher Saunders invited the seminarians of  Redemptoris
Mater Sydney and Perth to come to Broome.

Twenty-five students together with priests from the seminaries
visited homes and sang hymns in the streets of Broome.  They prayed
with people and conducted services in the Cathedral, at the University
of Notre Dame, and in parks of the bay-side town.  Broome people
opened their homes as hosts to the welcome visitors.  Among other
joyous events a Saturday Vigil Mass, in the manner of the Neo-
Catechumenate, was celebrated at Our Lady Queen of Peace

Cathedral and was well attended.
The overwhelming feeling is that

the Pilgrimage of Peacehas had a
memorable effect in the life of each
person touched by it.

Bishop Saunders of Broome said
that the celebration of Easter was a
remarkable remembrance this year.
"The Joy of the Easter story has
been profoundly proclaimed in our
streets and in our homes by these
young men.  Their enthusiasm has
been appreciated by everyone.
Their prayerfulness has been a

gift to us.  This has truly been a
Pilgrimage of Peaceand I am grateful
to the Neo-Catechumenate Way for
their generous act of sharing Christ’s
Good News of Life with us".

Top: Procession and prayer on the Pilgrimage of Peace. Photo: A Hayden

Above: Songs of Praise along the way through the streets of Broome. Photo: A Hayden.

Below: An official welcome for the visitors led by local elder, Doris Edgar. 
Photo: A Hayden.



M A Y  2 0 0 4  •  K I M B E R L E Y  C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E  •   1 3

• Pilgrimage of Peace • Pilgrimage of Peace •

Above: A blessing by parishioners is given to the  staff and students from
the Seminaries. Photo: A Hayden.

Left: The Seminarians under the Pilgrimage of Peace Banner before
heading back to Perth and Sydney. Photo: A Hayden.

Below: (l to r) Patrick Cox, Miguel (Seminarian from Perth) and Ginger
Cox entertain the crowd at a reception at the Fr Nicholas Emo Parish
Centre. Photo: CAS

Below Left: Visitors and locals enjoy a feast at the Fr Nicholas Emo
Centre. Photo: CAS
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Kimberley
Kitchen

Pauline Credlin and her husband Pat have been in Broome for
nearly fifteen years.  Originally from the Boort/Kerang area in
Victoria they set out in 1979 to travel around Australia but on
arriving in Broome decided to make it home.  Pat and Pauline have
two children, Troy and Tara, and for the past two years have owned
and operated Kimberley Embroidery. The following recipe is a
greatfavouriteat parties. 

Mexican Dip
Ingredients

1 pkt Philly Cheese (I use Light Philly)
1 cup of light Sour Cream (I use the whole carton)
1/2 cup Mayonnaise
1 carton of Salsa Dip

Grated Cheese as topping
Diced tomato, shallots and green capsicum as garnish
Scoop CC’s

Method

1. Beat first three ingredients together and spread onto plate
2. Spread Salsa dip over the beaten cheese/mayo & Sour cream

mixture
3. Cover with grated cheese
4. Spread diced tomato/capsicum and shallots over the top of the

cheese
5. Use CC’s to scoop up dip
6. Enjoy!

Pauline Credlin

In this month’s column we will discuss how to cope with dry
season corrugations and bulldust. At any party, you will be
guaranteed of a lively debate about how best to handle travelling
over corrugations. Coping with the worst aspect of Bulldust, on the
other hand, seems to draw a common thread – close the windows,
turn on the air conditioner to recirculate and put the fan on high.

There is no hard and fast rule about corrugations, because there
are too many variables, such as the vehicle weight, tyres, type of
vehicle (wagons behave differently to troopies and differently again
to tray backs), weather conditions – even the time of day. Having
travelled the Gunbarrell Highway, we have experienced arguably
the worst corrugations in Australia, although the Dampier Peninsula
Road at its worst runs a close second. Corrugations are not just
uncomfortable – they can also be very dangerous, and can literally
shake a car to pieces.

In our travels, we have found a number of compromises that
reduce the amount of damage to the vehicle, and increase passenger
comfort. While they have worked for us, it is important that drivers
use their own judgement to suit specific conditions. We offer our
experience as a guide.

Tyres play a very important role. The two most common types
of tyre are the old split rims with "skinny" tyres and the newer "fats"
on one piece rims or alloy wheels. When our tray back was fitted
with skinny rims, we found that running 40psi (cold) tyre pressures
all round was optimum for a comfortable ride, and the tyres did not
overheat. When we moved to "fat" tyres we found the best pressure
was 36psi (cold). This is because the wider tyre has a greater volume
of air and therefore takes longer to heat up, and dissipates heat at a
greater rate. 

On the other hand, when we drive our wagon, we used 32psi
(cold) all round with "fat" tyres. The reason for the different
pressures related to load. The vehicles were different weights, and
carried varying loads. It is very important to change tyre pressures
as you change load (increased pressures for increased loads)

Whatever your tyres or load, overheating is the enemy of all tyre
walls, as this is where blowouts will most often occur. Correct
temperatures for the load will keep your tyres cooler.

In many instances, people think that the faster you travel, the
more you skim over the top of corrugations. While this has an
element of truth, it can also lead to a loss of control and serious
damage to your vehicle – particularly the suspension and drive train.
While there is nothing worse than being trapped behind a driver
doing a painful 20kms/hour, travelling in and out of every bump,
high speed is also not the answer. We have found that if we balance
speed, load and tyre pressures, we can travel corrugations at around
60 km/hr quite comfortably, and reduce the danger of running off
the road or destroying the undercarriage.

In remote areas, even the time of day can make a difference to
safe travel. Long shadow time is early morning or late afternoon. At
these times it is almost impossible to pick the corrugations because
of shadows across the road cast by the sun. While this is a cool time
of day for travel, it also demands high levels of concentration, and
an avoidance of high speeds. Once you hit a whoop-de-do, there is
no going back!

Finally, the balancing of a vehicles load can make a huge
difference to travel – both on the road and when you come to unpack
at journey’s end. We will look into this subject next time.

(Not all who wander are lost – J.R.R. Tolkein)

More Wheel Drive
By Geoff and Fran Westmore
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School News
B R O O M EB A L G O  H I L L S

Jewellery Exhibition at
St Mary’s College
By Natalie Giancono

Technical Studies students at St Mary’s College, Broome recently
staged an exhibition of their works and invited special guests and
family to attend.  Throughout the term the students have been designing
and creating some interesting jewellery including necklaces, chokers,
anklets, bracelets and earrings.  Their final creations were so fantastic
they decided to display their work and provide afternoon tea to all those
who attended.  

Miss Nat with her class L-R Gerrick Weedon, Joshua Herrits, Nat
Giancono, Timothy Reynolds, Sonya Xavier, Daniel Dann and Daylene
Dann.

St Mary’s Fundraising
for Caritas
By Paula Holt & Keryn Moase

St Mary’s Primary School in Broome held a special Caritas
Fundraising day on Thursday 1st April. The children were able to wear
free dress, participate in fun activities organized by the staff and share in
a sausage sizzle for lunch. A
variety of activities was offered,
such as egg and spoon races,
chalk drawing,bubbleblowing,
paint ing, I r ish cr icket and
s k i p p i n g . T h e c h i l d r e n
understood that this was a
special fundraiser for people less
fortunate than themselves and
the money raised was to go
towards providing fresh food,
clean water and better schooling
conditions. 

Children at St Mary’s participate in a  "free dress day" 
as a fundraiser for Project Compassion. 

Is it Learned or does it
come with Birth?
By Br Ed Becker

Grade 2/3 students recently spent a morning over at the Warlayirti
Arts Centre. They went there to work on a banner to welcome visitors
to the big Arts Festival that was held at Easter. The students needed no
detailed instructions as to what to do with the paints and brushes. Many
of them have parents or older brothers or sisters who are well-known
Warlayirti artists. The only instruction teacher Madeline Maloney had
to give was that each had to help with the banner’s message of welcome
- Palya Yanama Balgo 404  (Welcome to Balgo April 2004). Apart from
that, the young artists were free to follow their own ideas.  Going by the
banner they painted, it looks as if the continued supply of talented
Balgo Hills artists is assured.

The Welcome Banner taking shape.  L. to R. Ashleigh Mandijarra, Josie
Gill, Jade Butler, Bjorn Mudgedell.

Cooking Classes
By Sr Monique Nyland RSM

J o a n N a g o m a r a
initiated some cooking
classes at the Wirrumanu
Adult Education Centre.
With Sr. Cheryl she has
made scones and is
pictured here making
bread rolls for morning
tea.  These were delicious
and enjoyed by all the
students, staff and visitors
who came that day. 

W I R R U M A N U  A D U L T  E D . C E N T R E  -  B A L G O

Joan Nagomara shapes the rolls ready to go into the oven. Photo: M Nyland



Clean-up for Caritas
By Ann Bell 

Lent has been a time for education about the work of Caritas
Australia and a time to raise money for the people Caritas help. Ann
Bell, who is now teaching at Billiluna worked as a volunteer in East
Timor for two years and so was able to share her stories and photos with
the students. It is always good to see and hear how our donations are
used.

Kururrungku School and community raised funds for Project
Compassion throughout Lent. We placed a large Project Compassion
box in the store and  one in each classroom. The whole school took part
in "Clean-Up Billiluna Day" when we gathered 40 bags of rubbish and
the community paid us per bag for this effort for Caritas.  Other
activities included selling muffins, running a money trail and the senior
boys donated the money they raised from the sale of produce from their
vegetable garden. 

It was interesting to read the article in the March Kimberley
Community Profile about Maria in East Timor who used money from
Caritas to grow a vegetable garden to feed her family and then to think
about our Senior Boys selling their vegetables to help people like Maria.
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School News
B E A G L E  B A Y

An Easter Pageant
The school term at Sacred Heart School ended with a wonderful

celebration by students, staff and parents coming together to witness
the presentation of the Easter story.   The morning presentation started
with much enthusiasm.  The Kindergarten/Pre-Primary Class took part
in a re-enactment of Palm Sunday and all students looked fabulous in
bright yellow costumes. There was even a handcrafted donkey! The
Year 5 and 6 class acted out the scene where Jesus prays in the Garden
of Gethsemane. All students in this segment really worked well
together as a team.  The secondary students portrayed  Jesus when he
was arrested and then sentenced to death.  Jesus’betrayal by Judas with
a kiss was re-enacted by the students through music and dance.  The
year I and 2 class wore vibrant red and black costumes and used
clapping sticks for the scene when Jesus was crowned with thorns.  The
secondary students also performed a very moving and dramatic re-
enactment of Jesus carrying the Cross and the Crucifixion.

The following day, at the end of term assembly, the Year 3 and 4
class acted out the Resurrection.   It was a joyous occasion with all
students celebrating the end of term and receiving awards for their
tremendous efforts during the term. All children and staff are to be
congratulated for their hard work and great enthusiasm throughout the
term! We look forward to Term 2.

Cake Stall
for Caritas 
By Miss Kelly Lee – Year  4/5 Teacher

During Lent, the Year 4/5 Class at St
Joseph's Kununurra, were involved in raising
money for Project Compassion.   To do this the
children held a cake stall that raised $140.
Pictured left, students surround the Caritas
collection layed out to form the letters of the
word Caritas. A great effort Year 4/5.

K U N U N U R R A

The Easter Story as presented by children at Sacred Heart School, Beagle Bay.

B I L L I L U N A - K U R U R R U N G K U

The children watching the money trail grow. Photo Pat Holden
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The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay Conservation 
& Restoration
Appeal
Please make donations payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUSTOF
AUSTRALIA (WA)
and post to: 
The Sacred Heart Church Beagle
Bay Conservation and 
Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

MY DONATION

❑ $ 25       ❑ $ 50     ❑ $ 100      ❑ Other
My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed.
OR
❑ Mastercard     ❑ Visa     ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑
________________________________________________________

Expiry Date Signature

Name:________________________________________________
Postal Address:______________________________________
________________________________________________________

Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. 
Receipts will be issued.

Photo: CAS.

PLEASE REMEMBER 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
OF THE KIMBERLEY IN
YOUR WILL

A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome
for the religious, educational and charitable works of
the Church allows funds to be applied 
where the need is greatest.

Please mail coupon to:
The Finance Officer, Diocese of Broome, 

PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Telephone: (08) 9192 1060 or Fax: (08) 9192 2136

ABN 37 040 099 127

❑ I would like more information about remembering the
Church in my will.

❑ I have already included the Church in my will and
wish to have this noted.

❑ I would like to be contacted for a confidential talk
about my will, or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Name:________________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________

A movie night was held recently for the combined youth group.
Primary students in Years five, six and seven stayed until 10.00pm.
During the evening those attending watched a DVD, made pop corn, ate
pizza and played soccer.  After the primary students left the night
continued in the same fashion and by 3am most were asleep but a few
continued to be full of energy until the early hours.  Special thanks to
Notre Dame University students who have been regularly helping out
with the Youth Ministry.  It is also great to have the new kitchen and
facilities in the Nicholas Emo Parish Centre.  We are sure it will have a
lot of use.  

Many activities have been organised during the holidays, including
fishing trips and the Parish Centre has been open regularly for youth
activities.  As usual, the fishing trips have been a lot of fun but
unfortunately not too many fish have been caught.  

Twenty-five seminarians from Sydney and Perth have come to
Broome to spread the Easter message.  Their time here was called the
Pilgrimage of Peace.  The youth of the parish were an active part in this
pilgrimage.  The Seminarians invited the Broome community to
celebrate Easter with them with prayer, processions and partying.
Agapes (parties) involve singing, dancing and lots of food.  We hope
you all have had a blessed Easter period.  

Youth News
By Luke Reynolds and Stephen Boniwell, Youth Coordinators

Fr Daniel Chama (centre front) and Stephen Boniwell (centre back)  with students
at in the new kitchen at the Father Nicholas Emo Parish Centre. 
Photo: L Reynolds

WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S FINEST JEWELLERY

BROOME PEARLS

ARGYLE DIAMONDS

KALGOORLIE GOLD

DAMPIER TCE, BROOME

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6725
TEL: (08) 9192 2430  FAX: (08) 9193 5280
EMAIL: linneysbroome@bigpond.com
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focus

Above: Bishop Saunders visited Bishop John Jobst SAC in Innsbruck, Austria
after his recent Ad Limina visit to Rome.

Above: Bishop Saunders baptises Amelia Bin Sali during the Easter Vigil Mass at
Broome. The sponsors Mary Lee Chi and Claudio Tioli look on. Photo: A Hayden.

Above: Mary Tighe and Nikita Manson from Billiluna dressed in clothing from
East Timor during fundraising for Caritas – Project Compassion. 

Right: The Easter story was performed by students from Sacred Heart School
Beagle Bay. 

Above: Broome Cathedral Administrator, Fr Joseph Pelle speaks with the families and
seminarians on the occasion of the picnic to Town Beach.  The twenty-five students
for the priesthood came from the Redemptorist Mater Seminaries in Perth and
Sydney to celebrate the  Pilgrimage of Peace in the week after Easter. Photo: CAS
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