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I shall be standing before you there on the rock….
You must strike the rock, and water will flow
from it for the people to drink.
Exodus 17:6
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Editorial

Significant Dates

‘Love one another...’
‘Do not be afraid...’

12 June........................................Holy Rosary Derby –

These words of Jesus echo throughout the latter part of the
gospel stories, taking in both the sad time for his disciples as they
prepared to bid him farewell (not fully understanding what all this
meant and why it had to happen) and the joyful reunion with the
Risen Christ as the disciples prepared to ‘go out’ to courageously
share the ‘good news’ with the whole world.
In our own time, we are faced with images, slogans and
propaganda that encourage us to be fearful and distrustful of ‘the
other’. It is an old sporting saying that encourages humility in
defeat and graciousness in victory. Could there be a more marked
contrast than that displayed by the East Timorese following their
victory over the Indonesians after thirty years of brutal imposition
of power, and the way some American troops have treated captured
Iraqi soldiers?
Jose Ramos-Horta appeared recently on television and spoke
of the fact that it is unwise to rub salt into the wound of a defeated
opponent. The East Timorese would have ample reason to feel
justified in wanting to exact some form of just retribution for the
treatment of their people by the Indonesian armed forces over a
long period of time, and yet they have tried to be conciliatory in all
their dealings with their one-time enemy. Some of the US soldiers
in Iraq seem not to have behaved in the same generous fashion,
choosing to humiliate, degrade and torture opposing forces
captured in war.
Perhaps the American soldiers involved have succumbed to the
messages put about by politicians for their own ends that these
‘others’ are somehow less than human, less worthy of the respect
and the rights that properly belong to all human beings irrespective
of race, colour, creed or social status. We all need to be careful that
we do not fall victim to those in our world who wish to devalue
human life simply because it comes in a package that is somehow
different from what we are used to or consider ‘normal’. We must
resist the temptation to demonize the ‘other’ in order to make it
easier for us to disregard human rights that must be applied
universally.
The command of Jesus to ‘love one another’ came with only
one qualification – ‘as I have loved you’. And how was that?
Jesus gave practical example of accepting all human beings as
equals, worthy of respect and to be accorded dignity as their right.
That is the challenge Jesus continues to issue to the East Timorese,
to the soldiers in Iraq and to each of us in our daily lives. As
Christians, we cannot sit back and feel comfortable when atrocities
are committed in the name of a quest for peace, justice and the
establishment of democracy. Even these noble ends do not justify
treating fellow human beings in the manner we have seen recently.
We ought not remain silent while such things are being done in our
name as part of the occupying forces in Iraq or for that matter
anywhere else.
The opinions expressed in this article are not
necessarily those of the Bishop of Broome.
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50th Anniversary Celebrations

13 June....................................Feast of Corpus Christi
18 June........................Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus
20 June ..................................UN World Refugee Day
.................... St John The Baptist Day Celebrations,
La Grange Bidyadanga Parish

24 June ................................Birth of John the Baptist
......Mulan 25th Anniversary (celebrated on 7 June)

25 June ......................................Beagle Bay Feast Day
29 June ..............................Feast of Saints Peter & Paul
(Peter’s Pence Collection in Parishes)

4 July ..............................................Aboriginal Sunday
9 July ......Notre Dame Broome Campus Graduation
23 July ..............................................World Youth Day
25 July ........................Blessing of the Fleet – Broome
30 July ................Derby Farewell Mass & Reception
for Fr Wendelin Lorenz
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Briefly Speaking
● MARGARET ZUCKER,
author of From Patrons to
Partners is in the Kimberley to
finish the work begun on the
new edition, to be published
later this year. Marg also
works for the Australian
Catholic Social Justice Council
in Sydney when she is not
writing history.

● RON DULLARD, Director
of the Catholic Education
Office in Western Australia,
will be in the Kimberley in
June for two weeks. He will be
attending 25th Anniversary
Celebrations at John
Pujajangka Piyirn Catholic
School in Mulan on 7th June
and the 50th Anniversary
Celebrations in Derby on 12th
June. While he is in the
Kimberley Ron will also visit
other schools in the region.
● (JOHN) SEBASTIAN
PILAKUI of Bathurst Island
NT is a Tiwi man, resident at
Notre Dame University in
Broome, and is studying
Ron Dullard
Drama. However, he is most
famous for the leading role as
Llurpur, a part he played in the film Yolngu Boy. Sebastian likes
Broome and hopes to hone his skills to further a career in films and
drama. He is also an accomplished footy player and has signed up
with local side Bidyadanga.

Margaret Zucker

● BROOME PARISHIONER PEPITA PREGELJ was recently
awarded the Indigenous Nurse of the Year 2004 Award at a black tie
event at the Hyatt Hotel in Perth. The Nursing Excellence Awards
provide the opportunity to recognize and reward nurses for the special
contribution they make to the community of Western Australia.
Pepita plays the organ at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish in
Broome and has been nursing for the past 30 years. She is currently
working at the
Kimberley Satellite
Dialysis Unit in
Broome. Her vision is
to prevent people
needing dialysis
through e duc a tion,
encouragement,
compassion and
perseverance. Most
i m p o r t a n t l y, s h e i s
helping others to help
themselves and to
recognise that the need
to change must come
f r o m w i t h i n . We l l
done Pepita!
Pepita Pregelj

Sebastian Pilakui
● UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME AUSTRALIA,
Deputy Vice Chancellor, Peter
Dallimore visited the Broome
Campus recently to review the
administrative structures,
goals and methodology of the
University in the Kimberley.
While in town he attended the
turning of the earth & blessing
of the site of the new Library
which is to be built this year.
Peter Dallimore

● GERALD SEARLE, another Broome parishioner, was honoured
at the 2004 Multicultural Awards which were held as part of Harmony
We e k c e l e b r a t i o n s .
Premier Geoff Gallop
presented Gerald with the
Multicultural Ambassador
Award in recognition of his
outstanding contribution
and leadership in promoting
multiculturalism, in
combating racism and
upholding human rights,
first as a Director of the
Catholic Migrant Centre for
17 years and, since then, for
his work alongside
Aboriginal communities in
Broome. Congratulations
Gerald.
Gerald Searle
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Vatican Dossier
Holy Father says: God is Source of Peace in
a Society keen on Success
VATICAN CITY - (Zenit. Org.).
In a society obsessed by "external success"
the believer might experience isolation or
John Paul II
contempt, but he doesn't lose his interior peace
because he trusts in God, says John Paul II.
The Pope explained this to the 20,000 people attending the general
audience in St. Peter's Square recently.
"The life of the believer is often subjected to tensions and disputes, at
times also to rejection and even to persecution," the Holy Father said. "The
conduct of the just man is irritating, because it resounds as a warning to the
arrogant and perverse."
"The faithful one knows that consistency creates isolation and even
stirs contempt and hostility in a society that often chooses as its banner
personal advantage, external success, wealth, unbridled pleasure," the Pope
continued.
"Interior quiet, strength of spirit and peace are a gift that is obtained by
taking refuge in the temple, that is, by taking recourse to personal and
community prayer," the Pope said.
When the believer prays, he "entrusts himself to the arms of God" to
"contemplate and admire the divine mystery, to participate in the sacrificial
liturgy and to raise his praises to the liberating God," he added.

4
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"The Lord creates around his faithful one a horizon of peace, which
excludes the noise of evil. Communion with God is the source of
serenity, joy, tranquility; it is like entering an oasis of light and love,"
the Pope concluded.

The Theology of the Body
By Fr Dan O’Donovan, The Hermitage, Beagle Bay
The Theology of the Body, by Pope John Paul
II (1997) is one of the greatest works of its kind
that I have ever read.
I draw it to readers’ attention. It costs $54 and
is available from the Gatto Christian Shop in
Fr Dan O’Donovan
Perth (08 9345 5700) and is a single 600-page
volume. Difficult but now necessary reading for the adult
Christian. Perhaps a good Lenten exercise for 2005?
The text is broken into neat short sections – it was delivered
over several years at Wednesday Papal audiences - each just
suitable as a daily portion.
I believe shorter – perhaps simpler – commentaries have since
appeared.

Viewpoint

Caritas Kimberley

By Bishop Christopher Saunders

By Fr Paul Boyers - Caritas Diocesan Director

THE MASS –
THE ULTIMATE
CHRISTIAN PRAYER
Further to recent discussions at the Australian Bishops’
Conference on next year’s Synod in Rome on the Eucharist, I was
reflecting on all the different celebrations to which we direct the
prayers of a Mass. Of course there is the essential Sunday Mass
celebration whereby we give worship to God as a faith community
and thereby keep holy the Day of the Lord. And then there are
Masses for funerals and sacramental moments such as weddings.
In addition there are Masses to accompany openings and closures,
to mark anniversaries and project beginnings and appointments and
farewells. All of these occasions at some time or other have been
associated with a celebration of the beautiful prayer of the Mass.
The Mass is without doubt at the centre of our lives as Christians.
"Do this in memory of Me." said the Lord to his disciples at the
Last Supper. In faithful obedience we follow his commandment as
we participate in this ultimate Christian prayer.
An engaging document, an Instruction from Rome on Abuses
in the Liturgy, that was promulgated recently ought to be looked at
as an opportunity for us to test the faithfulness and authenticity of
our celebrations. It is all too easy for us to drift into bad habits and
practices that detract from this highest form of the prayer of the
Church. After all, the Mass belongs firstly to the family of the
faithful who interact, not in some disjointed or even dysfunctional
form but primarily in communion of heart and belief.
The temptation to change words and matter in the Eucharist, by
the celebrant or the people, to suit our feelings, our mood or any
particular personal persuasions is not only an inauthentic rendition
of our faith tradition but is a significant slight to that tradition. By
way of example, to change the words of the readings, as has
sometimes happened, because we find them uncomfortable or not
to our liking, is to interfere with the rightful tradition of scripture
so that it becomes our word and not the word of the Lord.
At a funeral Mass the purpose is to pray for the dead, to give
thanks to almighty God for their life and to affirm our hope for their
everlasting life. Cluttering the coffin with memorabilia and
personal possessions drawn from someone’s pastime, or playing
the deceased person’s favourite song, doesn’t serve to enter into
deep communion with the Lord to whom we commend the soul of
the faithful departed. Rather, such a practice simply serves to tap
into our memories, our grief, our lament and not the inspired
thanksgiving, hope and joy that comes from Christ.
It is an act of splendid humility not to examine the document as
a demand for correction, but as a real moment to examine our
intentions in giving worship and praise to God. It would be a
commendable thing for celebrants and parishioners to examine
present liturgical celebrations in the light of this document’s
attempt to protect the integrity of the Mass, the ultimate Christian
prayer.

Managing Diabetes
at Warmun
The Unity of First People of Australia (UFPA) launched a
Diabetes Program in the Warmun community on 21st April 2004.
Similar programs are already running in Looma and Noonkanbah.
The Warmun people welcomed visitors to the community for the
launch of the program with traditional water and smoking
ceremonies.
Visitors to the launch included former Olympic athlete, Mr
Herb Elliott; the Member for Mining and Pastoral in the Upper
House of Parliament, Mr Tom Stephens; Mr Ernie Bridge and
Professor Michael Gracey as well as representatives from the
Argyle Diamond Mine.
Mr Peter Bridge from the Unity of First People of Australia will
co-ordinate the program which will involve all members and
organisations in the Warmun Community. Those involved in the
program include the Community Council, store, school and health
clinic.
Self-help and encouragement for sufferers to take
responsibility for their condition are features of the program. It is
hoped that the community groups will work together to manage
this serious disease by making people more aware of the condition
and means of
prevention.
This can only
happen if all
members of
the community work
together.
U F PA ' s
founder and
President
Ernie Bridge
Former Olympian, Herb Elliott and other visitors at the
believes that it is
Warmun Welcome Smoking Ceremony.
important that
the whole community work together to manage this illness.
Everyone working together can make for a healthier lifestyle for
Aboriginal people.
The program at Warmun is funded by Rio Tinto, Argyle
Diamond Mine, Caritas Australia and the State Government for the
next two years.
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People Stories

Antoine
Bloemen
By Noel Trevor
Antoine Bloemen was born
in a small town in Belgium in
1941. After doing a variety of
Antoine Bloemen at the Broome Court jobs in Belgium and at sea,
House. Photo : A Hayden.
largely involving cooking and
kitchen work, Tony arrived in the
USA in 1959. He was drafted into the army where he met his wife
Anne. After travelling the world they settled in Australia in I973. Tony
went on to study law at The University of Western Australia in Perth
and ran his own law practice before becoming the stipendiarv
magistrate in Broome in 1999.
"I grew up in a small village that was occupied by the Nazi SS, an
experience which had a profound influence on me. At age twelve I went
into training to become a Religious Brother but that foray ended when
the director of the school overheard a conversation on a netball court
where I was expressing my desire to be a movie star.
I left school at fourteen and took a job as a kitchen hand, a
profession that was to plague me for a number of years. Fourteen hour
days were hard yakka! So a couple of years later I applied to become a
merchant seaman but was rejected because I was colourblind. Back to
the kitchen in the merchant navy. I travelled the world and loved it.
However, even now I have an aversion to the kitchen and never venture
there!
After a year the merchant navy took me on as an apprentice
mechanic until an engine blew up, which was not my fault. Then it was

Yesteryear...

back to the kitchen.
In 1959 I was able to obtain a permanent visa to the USA. I didn't
speak any English except `Yes Sir' and `No Sir'. I was interviewed by
the immigration officials in the USA and to answer their questions I just
said `Yes Sir' without understanding a word they were saying. Finally
they brought in a bilingual KLM stewardess. She asked me if I
understood what they were saying to me and I said no. She said: `The
questions they were putting to you are: Are you a communist? Are you
here to overthrow the government? Are you a drug smuggler? I had
replied ‘Yes Sir’ to each question, but they still let me in!"
"After I was drafted at twenty-two I applied to fly, something I'd
always wanted to do. I ended up in the paratroopers which I was told
was the equivalent of being ‘airborne’. After my service I got a job
selling for a building service and maintenance company. I was then
offered a job as a cinematographer in the Canadian Arctic for six
weeks. It was a fantastic experience and I even got to name a mountain.
After starting a documentary film in Thailand, a project cut short by
having two back operations there, I returned to New York and sold
socks and neckties part-time over the Christmas period. I then worked
with Air France handling air freight".
After a holiday to Australia, Anne came out to settle in Perth in
1972 and Tony followed in 1973. Tony did law under a US services
educational benefit scheme and went on to set up a highly successful
law firm in 1979. Anne and Tony first came to Broome in 1983 and
loved it. He became a stipendiary magistrate in 1995 and was appointed
to Broome in 1999 where he has acquired a reputation as a pro-active
magistrate, albeit at times with controversial findings.
“What I enjoy about my job is not the money because I took a
salary cut to take this appointment, but rather dealing with people and
fighting for the underdog. It's giving the underdog a chance and
letting them know that the legal system is attempting to give every
person a ‘fair go’.”

IMAGES FROM OUR PAST

Pallotine Priests at Beagle Bay with Bishop Raible pre-WWII.
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Obituary
Johnny Porkhomenko
From notes compiled by Fr Ray Hevern SAC and others
BORN: 11 August 1923
ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE: 25 March 2004
Johnny joined the staff at Balgo Mission prior to 1969. He had
been engaged by the then Superintendent Fr John McGuire SAC, and
it was very evident that the two enjoyed a great friendship.
His first job in Australia was as a woodcutter in Tasmania,
followed by a period in Darwin, before taking up gold prospecting.
The story is told that Johnny came to Balgo somewhat cautiously
after years of fossicking for gold around the former Tanami and Halls
Creek fields. The details of his arrival in Australia from Russia (the
Ukraine) after the war were the stuff of myth, and something one did
not raise with him. It was always a cause of admiration that he settled
so comfortably into such a contrasting physical environment. Except
for the occasional break-out he clearly preferred the remoteness of
the desert to any bright lights that might beckon from town.
Clearly Father McGuire trusted him implicitly, much more than
the great majority of ringers and station hands who moved around the
outback. This trust extended to the Sisters who admired him greatly,
and befriended him as part of the close extended family at Balgo.
They had a mutual rapport which was warm and caring on both sides.
Much the same could be said of his relationship with the Aboriginal
people themselves.
Johnny never declared his religious affiliation although it is
supposed he was Ukrainian Orthodox. Clearly his values were deeply
Christian. He never missed going to services at Easter while in Balgo.
Johnny’s primary skills seemed to be in welding. Certainly that
is the area in which he was extensively employed at Balgo, where

there seemed to be no end for steel fabrication with the ever
expanding construction at the Mission and the development of a
cattle station from scratch.
He had excellent mechanical ability and general pastoral
knowledge. His inventiveness and vast range of skills, and his
profound and almost intuitive knowledge of the outback, which
certainly held no fears for him, made him a real legend – a person to
whom you would have no problem entrusting your life.
Over time Johnny began to feel more and more a call back to
mining and eventually left Balgo for a mining prospect north of Halls
Creek.
His generosity towards people in need in the region is wellknown. He was a character and a loyal friend to many people in the
bush of the Kimberley. — MAY HE REST IN PEACE.

SAINT VINCENT de
PAUL – 150 YEARS IN
AUSTRALIA
By Gloria Biddell, Co-ordinator, SVDP, Broome
One hundred and fifty years ago saw the establishment of The Society
of Saint Vincent de Paul in Australia.
The Society was founded in France in 1833, and was established at St
Francis Church in Melbourne in 1854. It is a lay organisation staffed by
volunteers. The Mission Statement reads: We are Christian volunteers
who, to the best of our abilities help people where we can, when we can,
because we care.
Anniversary celebrations at SVDP Broome. Photo: T. Conway.
In 1865 the Society opened its doors in Western Australia and has been
helping the community since that time.
The Society in Broome is quite young, but the work that is being done extends throughout the Kimberley. The Centre in Broome is located
opposite the Hospital in Robinson Street. It is a bright and friendly place to visit and is the heart of the Society’s work in Broome. People from
near and far come in to browse and spend money on bargains from the shop. The proceeds of sales are used to help those in need.
All are welcome to come in and socialise with the staff, have a cup of tea/coffee and help celebrate the 150 years of the SVDP
being in Australia.
Most importantly, let the spirit of the founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam grow in this town.
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Fr. Anscar’s Column

“Bad Taste” raised
funds in Kununurra

LOVING THE ENEMY
Having, with great labour, transferred our museum in Kalumburu from
a small cramped building to a nice, bright, roomy one, it is with great
disappointment that we now discover the second building is full of white
ants. We had taken them on previously with what poisons and professional
help were available and boasted of victory. However, now that the museum
is set up they have returned "bringing seven spirits even worse than
themselves" (Matt.12:45).
The trouble with white ants is that they eat away under cover till only
the paint on the wood is left. You sit on the chair and away you go. People
sometimes do this too. They white ant each other, under cover. Nothing
can be done because you don’t know it is happening till everything falls
apart – a good name is destroyed, a reputation gone, hearts broken, trust
betrayed.
If a thing is in the open, though it hurts, it can often be resolved, and
people even grow by the experience.
We are never to give up in dealing with our white ants – animal or
human. We are to battle on tirelessly, upright and true that light may
appear. White ants can’t stand the light and Jesus wants us to be the light
of the world. He himself was whiteanted by supposed friends but he never
became bitter. He loved all such people. He forgave those who crucified
him by saying that they didn’t understand what they were doing.
However, nothing is easy. People who run others down often keep
doing it and we have to keep on forgiving them over and over. We pray for
them too, bringing Christ’s light and love into the darkness of the world.
St Paul says, "it is death to limit ourselves to what is unspiritual
(payback). Life and peace can only come with concern for the spiritual"
(Rom.8)

New Library for
University of Notre
Dame - Broome Campus
The University of Notre Dame Australia has let the contract for
its new Library to be built on the Broome Campus. The site was
blessed in a ceremony led by Broome Elder Cissy Djiagween
assisted by Erica
Bernard together
with Campus
Dean, Sr Pauline
O ’ C o n n o r, a n d
Bishop Christopher
Saunders, the
Bishop of Broome.
The earth was
turned at the site, a
fire was lit and
prayers were
offered for the
success of the
project.
Cissy Djiagween and Sr Pauline O’Connor during the
ceremony to bless the site of the new Library. Photo: A Hayden.
8
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Students from Kununurra District High School participated in
a "Bad Taste Day" to raise funds for Project Compassion. Students
were invited to dress up for the day and pay for the privilege. The
Student Councillors organised the publicity and collection of funds.
The sum of $298.55 was raised for Project Compassion and
students who dressed up enjoyed themselves immensely - there
were indeed some very bad taste outfits!
The photo shows the Student Councillors as well as their
coordinators.

Saint News
St Anthony
of Padua
Feastday: 13 June
Doctor of the Church
b.1195 d.1231
There is perhaps no more loved
and admired saint in the Catholic
Church than Saint Anthony of Padua.
Though his work was in Italy, he was
born in Portugal. He joined the
Augustinian Order but when the remains of Saint Bernard and his
companions, the first Franciscan martyrs, were brought to his
church on their way to burial he was inspired to follow in the
footsteps of these heros of the Faith and he left his Order to enter
the Friars Minor.
A gifted speaker, he attracted crowds everywhere he went. He
was made a Doctor of the Church by Pope Pius XXII in 1946. He
is called the "Hammer of the Heretics. His great protection against
their lies and deceits in the matter of Christian doctrine was to utter
simply and innocently, the Holy Name of Mary. He wanted to
profess the Catholic Faith with his mind and his heart, at every
moment.
Saint Anthony of Padua was declared a saint less than one year
after his death in 1231.
He is commonly referred to today as the "finder of lost
articles."

FREQUENT FLYER MISSION
By Fr Kevin Matthews, PP Port Pirie, South Australia
When deciding where to take my annual holidays, I checked out my
frequent flyer points and discovered I had enough points for a flight to
Broome.
Knowing how difficult it can be for priests in that Diocese to have
a relief priest when they want to go on holidays, I offered my services
to Bishop Christopher Saunders for three weekends.
The Bishop, a fellow canon lawyer, met me at the airport to
announce that he had booked a Marriage Tribunal interview for me to
conduct next morning.
Bishop Saunders provided me with a four-wheel drive vehicle that
proved essential for what was to follow.
Heading north from Broome, my first stop was at Beagle Bay
where I was greeted by Parish Priest, Fr Bernard Amah CSSp. I also
visited The Hermitage of Fr Dan O’Donovan, a priest-hermit.
Some 200 kilometres from Broome is the aboriginal settlement of
Djarindjin-Lombadina. The self-sufficiency of the Community and the
fact that they have won a tidy towns award were an inspiration.
Lombadina Beach with its pure white sands and crystal clear water is a
site that an increasing number of tourists seek out. The local
community now provides motel accommodation as well as a variety of
tours and fishing trips. Here I was able to provide daily Mass, school
Mass, school visits and socialised with the locals for two weekends
before returning to Broome to take in the tourist sights.
The Bishop’s plane, essential in this outback Diocese where
parishes are often cut off in the wet season, delivered me mid-week to
the Balgo Aboriginal Settlement. This parish in the Tanami Desert is
closer to Alice Springs than to Broome.
While no longer termed a Mission, both parishes of Balgo and
Djarindjin-Lombadina have Catholic Schools and life appears centred
around Church activities. The presence of "Volunteers" and their
commitment to the work was a genuine inspiration and an awakening
that there must be many laypeople who have the talent to do the same.

At Balgo the highlight of the visit was the Sunday Liturgy. We
could all learn from the spirit of prayer at such a celebration. The
preparation began with a meeting of Liturgy Leaders on Thursday
where the theme of the Mass was discussed and tasks allotted.
Mass commences with the blessing and sprinkling of holy water or
sometimes an Aboriginal smoking ceremony. Someone is always
deputed to welcome everybody in the name of the community. After the
single reading in English comes a Kukatja abbreviated version and after
the homily there is another version in the local language. For the Feast
of Christ the King the presenter produced a painting to illustrate the
message. The "sharing" or prayer of the faithful can last up to 30
minutes as a microphone is handed around and people pray in English,
Kukatja or both languages.
While the priest and an extraordinary minister distribute
communion, another blesses the children. For each function performed
there is a special robe to indicate the ministry exercised.
The final blessing on this occasion was centred on the old people.
The blessings are sung and everyone holds up their hands, seemingly
aware that God’s blessings come through all who are baptised.
A second Mass some 45 kilometres away at the Mulan "Church"
(really a breezeway between two portable buildings) was similar but
the language was Walmajarri. After morning tea provided by one of the
parishioners the visiting group that came with us went swimming in a
tributary river of Lake Gregory.
Sisters Jill O’Brien (formerly at Whyalla) and Carmel Posa (from
Adelaide) who work at Notre Dame University in Broome had not been
to Balgo and hitched a ride with the Bishop’s pilot to pick me up from
Balgo. We landed in Halls Creek to refuel and flew over Fitzroy
Crossing on the way back to Broome. Now I really know the outback.
I would rate this the holiday experience of a lifetime. Bishop
Saunders hopes that other priests might take up the challenge in the
future to work in the remote Missions of Northern Australia.
I am already planning my next trip.

The final blessing at Mass celebrated at Mulan.
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From the office of
Justice, Ecology & Peace
By Br Shane Wood cfc
Some publicity has been given recently to the plight of the East
Timorese in their struggle to become economically independent. The
current problem seems to be closely tied to the lack of success of
negotiations with the Australian Government over the maritime
boundaries between our two nations and the implications this has for the
ownership of royalties from the rich oil and gas deposits that are found in
the area known as the Timor Gap.
More than one group of concerned Australian citizens have put pen
to paper and written to the Prime Minister, Mr Howard, and the Foreign
Minister, Mr Downer, to express their disappointment with the behaviour
of the Australian Government in this matter. In a recent television
appearance, Mr Downer mentioned that the East Timorese ought be
grateful to Australia for all that we had done for them, and should not be
seeking special consideration on this issue. I was intrigued with the
thought of ‘all that we had done’. What did we do during the period
between 1975 and 1999? We sat on our hands and allowed Indonesia to
annex the country and thereafter perpetrate innumerable acts of violence
and repression. What have we done since?
We have assisted in restoration of peace and law and order (after
ignoring warnings that violence would erupt following the referendum in
favour of independence). At the same time we have continued to allow
mining in the disputed areas of the Timor Sea while taking whatever
royalties we can into consolidated revenue. And for all this, Mr Downer
expects the East Timorese to be grateful?
The Leadership Team of the Christian Brothers in Victoria asked in
their letter to Mr Howard and Mr Downer that the Australian
government:
Reconsider its obligations to East Timor, our neighbour, on grounds
of justice and fairness [and].... provide more than fair terms in the
current dispute over maritime boundaries, to assist the new nation to be
self-sufficient and prosperous, to share our good fortune.
These should include:
• Rejoining the maritime boundary dispute resolution mechanisms
of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea and the
International Court of Justice.
• Negotiating a more than fair (to East Timor) maritime boundary,
including seabed and water economic zones, with East Timor,
according to the principles as set out in the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea.
• Expediting these current negotiations, and refraining from
issuing exploration licences until these negotiations are
finalised.
We could do well to consider joining in this campaign for justice for
our nearest neighbour in need.

THE BOSS SHOP
OFFICE NATIONAL BROOME
Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies,
Photocopying, Laminating, Office Furniture,
Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
Phone: 9192 2354
Machines - Sales & Service, Faxes, Printers,
Service: 9192 1730
Photocopiers, Cash Registers
Fax: 9192 2429
MON - FRID 8AM-5PM, SAT 8AM-12NOON
Service: 9193 5779
26 Clementson Street
Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au
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Catholic Mission
By Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

TRUST AND LOVE
THEME FOR
CATHOLIC MISSION’S
PROPAGATION OF THE
FAITH 2004 APPEAL
Catholic Mission’s Propagation of the Faith – Partnering Local
Churches and Communities appeal - is on again for 2004, with the
theme of trust and love. Trust and love comes from the Patron Saint
of Missions and Missionaries St Therese of Lisieux, with her phrase
summing up her spirituality “My way is all trust and love”.

Michael Miugle (left), one of the catechists at the Kundiawa Pastoral Centre, PNG
prepares the singing group. Photo: Courtesy of Catholic Mission.
The other message for 2004 comes from Papua New Guinea, with
the saying "Mi bilong yu, yu bilong mi", which basically means we
all belong to one another. These two phrases challenge us to think
globally, then act locally and regionally in mission.
A considerable amount of the funds raised in Australia by
Catholic Mission’s Propagation of the Faith appeal goes to projects
to help local church communities in Papua New Guinea. A large
proportion of Australian missionaries working overseas are in Papua
New Guinea, including lay missionaries.
This year the Propagation of the Faith appeal in the Kimberley
was held on Pentecost Sunday, the feast on which the Holy Spirit
descended on the apostles and enabled them to go out and announce
the Good News to all creation. The work of the first apostles is the
work of all the baptised. So we are all invited to participate fully in
this appeal and to help foster the work of missionaries around the
globe. If you wish to give a donation, please send your money to:
Catholic Mission, c/- Diocesan Office, P.O Box 76, Broome, WA
6725 or for more information ring Fr. Daniel Chama (08) 9193 5888.

Kimberley
Kitchen
Magda Curtis, Fiona and Genevieve James are students at the
Wirrumanu Adult Education Centre and are participating in the
New Opportunities for Women Course through TAFE. They are
also involved in a TAFE Baking Course. The following recipe was
made by them and enjoyed for lunch.

SOFT CRUST PIZZA
INGREDIENTS
3 cups of self raising flour
2 teaspoons of salt
2 tablespoons of margarine or vegetable oil
360 mls of milk

PREPARATION
1. Turn the oven on to 230 degrees.
2. Grease and lightly flour the baking tray.
3. Lightly flour a board or table for kneading.

METHOD
1. Sift flour and salt together into a large bowl.
2. Add margarine or cooking oil and rub in lightly with
fingertips. Make a well in the centre and add almost all the
milk. Mix together into a soft dough with a knife.
3. Add more milk if needed to make a soft but not sticky dough.
4. Turn onto a lightly floured board or table and knead till the
underneath surface is smooth.
5. Turn the smooth surface to the top and roll out to 1cm thick.
6. Place on baking tray. Brush the top with Dolmio sauce or
tomato paste. Garnish with your favourite toppings like ham,
bacon, tomatoes, olives, salami.
7. Sprinkle with grated cheese. Bake in oven for about 15 minutes.

Above: Magda
Curtis, Fiona James
and Genevieve
James with the
finished product
Right: Fiona James
grating the cheese.
Photos:
Sr Cheryl Camp

More Wheel Drive
By Geoff and Fran Westmore
How many of you have reached journey’s end, opened the back
of your 4wd and had 20 tins of baked beans rain down on your toes!
This month, we will explore ways to balance and pack your load to
avoid both broken toes and the fatigue of an unbalanced vehicle. To
do so, we will identify the different types of vehicles and the best
approach for each.
The utility type of vehicle does not lend itself to methodical
packing unless you use large plastic tubs or STURDY cardboard
boxes. A mixture of hard and soft bags, boxes and swags will not
stay put where they are placed. Using boxes or tubs allows a jigsaw
pack that removes open spaces and leaves items with nowhere to go,
even on the worst corrugations. It is important when packing to keep
as much weight as humanly possible at the bottom of the load, with
the heaviest items placed ahead of the rear wheels (near the cabin).
Smaller, softer items such as swags, mattresses, sleeping bags etc
should be stored on top of heavy items. It is also sensible to place
your tent, groundsheet or tarp on top of the load to allow for easy
access at the end of the day’s travel. In most utility type vehicles, the
manufacturer’s tarp can then be secured over the entire load, thereby
retaining a degree of dust and water proofing (the tent and tarp can
also assist here).
Troop carriers or wagons are more readily dust-proof, but
present their own challenges. Most of the principles for utilities also
apply to wagons and troopies, but while weight is the premium
concern for utilities, the issue of the roll centre is more important for
a wagon and a troop carrier. It is all too easy in a wagon to stack
your items roof high, cramming belongings in behind seats and into
every cranny. While the back doors make a secure barrier (until you
open them!), there is a danger of load shift from the luggage
compartment to the passenger area – even if you think you have it
all crammed tight. A cargo barrier can quite simply save your life.
We recommend that any wagon used for luggage install either a
metal cargo barrier or strong nylon webbing secured to the vehicles
tie down points within the cargo area. In order to keep the roll centre
of the vehicle as low as possible, all heavy items should be at floor
level, lighter ones on top and soft items filling the gaps.
Because most troop carriers have 2 rows of side facing seats, the
load area is shared with your passengers’ feet. You need to be
extremely cunning to successfully pack a troopie while maintaining
passenger safety and comfort. All heavy items should be packed
under the seats in boxes of an appropriate size. Any heavy items that
won’t fit should be packed at floor level, directly behind the front
seats. Lighter items should then be placed on the floor close to the
seats (as footrests) with softer items towards the rear of the vehicle
to help with weight distribution. Nylon webbing secured to vehicle
tie down points should then be used to ensure items cannot fly
through the air in case of an accident or sudden stoppage.
If you have a roof rack, it is advisable to never exceed the
manufacturers load rating – most suggest a maximum of 100kg:
INCLUDING the roof rack. Note: a steel roof rack can weigh up to
50kg, and a 20 litre water container weighs 20kg. In an unladen
wagon or troopie the centre of gravity is usually around about mid
door height. By placing heavy items on the roof rack, the roll centre
is then transferred to shoulder height. This means that when
cornering, the vehicle tends to want to fall over. Similarly, elevating
the height of the vehicle with large items has the same effect. This
is particularly dangerous with troopies. As a rule of thumb, load
height should not exceed twice the height of the roof rack.
(Not all who wander are lost – J.R.R. Tolkein)
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School News
D j a r i n d j i n — L o m b a d i n a

B r o o m e

LOTS OF COOKS & CAKES

Stations of the Cross

By S Mullane

By D Kelly

Djarindjin-Lombadina Catholic School's Year 4/5 recently held a
cake stall to raise funds for a class excursion at the end of the term.
The students first selected recipes from the internet, then re-wrote
them as procedural texts as part of their literacy programme. Next
came the actual cooking, then setting up the cake stall so everyone got
a chance to buy and taste the cakes.
Miss Thea Macdonald and Miss Valerie Hunter said the cake stall
was very successful and great fun.

The last few days in the life of Jesus Christ, during which He
suffered, died and rose were dramatised and narrated by the students of
St Mary’s College, Broome on Holy Thursday. The College gathered
in the primary undercover area to reflect and pray together.
Rono Bin Swani reverently accepted the role of Jesus. The Way of
the Cross commenced with the Last Supper, where Rono washed the
feet of his Year 2 disciples. Father Daniel Chama read a scripture
reading, recalling the dramatic event and a secondary student led the
College in prayer. The fourteen Stations concluded with Jesus rising
from the dead.
Taro Bin Amat and Stephanie Clay enthusiastically contributed to the
occasion, leading the College in singing at the conclusion of each Station.

Yr 5 student Carl Shadforth (Right) sells Norma Hunter (Left) a tasty cake from
his class' cake stall. Photo: V Hunter.

Parish News
L a

G r a n g e — B i d y a d a n g a

Altar of Repose

Madelene Jadai, Austin Mandijala and Adel Bangu before the
altar of repose at St John the Baptist Church La GrangeBidyadanga on Holy Thursday Night

Aiden Albert, Adele Oliver, Rachael Treacy and Rebecca Pioli with Jesus
(Ronald BinSwani) during the Way of the Cross re-enactment at St Mary's.

Partnership in Action
By J. Sgherza
St. Mary’s College, Broome believes strongly in the need for genuine
partnership between home and school. In the spirit of working together,
a Parent Reading Information session was presented recently at the
Primary Campus. For just over an hour parents listened with interest to
an explanation of how reading hour is structured with an emphasis on
focused learning. Parents were given an outline of the assessment
schedule and its direct connection to the selection of texts for the students.
There was amazement as the contents of the Literacy backpacks were
displayed. Parents were encouraged to
immerse their children in literature and
to support their child’s reading in a
variety of positive and creative ways.
The session was well attended by
parents. They all agreed that they were
better informed about the approach
used by St Mary’s teaching staff and
voiced their commitment to promoting
the importance of reading within
their own homes.
Aboriginal Teaching Assistant, Patimah Bin Saad
holds a Literacy Backpack.Photo: R. Parker.
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School News
B a l g o

H i l l s

B i l l i l u n a - K u r u r r u n g k u

Ye Olde English Manor
By Br Ed Becker
Around the buildings, the cows pick their way across the green
meadows. Horses graze quietly near the stream that winds its way
through the paddocks. The barns are bursting with produce and the
vegetable patches give promise of good crops to come. It has been a
good year, the squire thinks…
Senior students at Luurnpa Catholic School have produced a lovely
big papier mache model of what they think a country property would
have looked like in Norman times. The class has been learning all about
the people and customs of that period.
Teachers, Judith and Ted Jorna, rewarded the good work of the
students with a real, baronial roast dinner, covered with lots of thick,
rich gravy and served with plenty of baked potatoes, carrots and greens.
Our students thought they had it pretty good in those days.

Art Project to Celebrate
25th Anniversary
By Corina Keany
The last few weeks have been very exciting for the community of
Billiluna. Many people have been involved in a community art project
to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Kururrungku Catholic
Education Centre. Maureen Spencer has been showing the community
how to make mosaics using tiles, while Phillip Green works as the
community liason between Maureen and the community. Some

Joy Manson and all of her family are involved in the creation of a tile for the
mosaic pathway. Photo: P. Holden.
wonderful art work has been created. The aim of this project is to create
a mosaic path at the front of the community resource room within the
school grounds.
Also in progress is the creation of a bush garden using bush tucker
and medicine plants collected from all around the community. Each
class is collecting seeds and photos for the creation of the bush tucker
and medicine garden whilst on bush trips.
M u l a n

25 YEARS OF MEMORIES
By Rachel Smith
This year is the 25th Anniversary of the establishment of Mulan Aboriginal
Community and John Pujajangka-Piyirn School. To celebrate this milestone,
celebrations will be held on 7th June at the school, where Eucharist will be
celebrated, stories from the past told and students work showcased. All students
have invited their parents to the school and asked them to share their memories of
earlier days. The students will be producing books of memories for the celebrations.
Another activity has involved scanning photos of the history of the school
onto the computer to show people on the day. The Secondary class will write a
history of the school as told to them by the elders. Funding from the 175th
Anniversary West Australian Grants Program has been received to support these
projects. It is good to see so many people at the school helping to prepare for the
Anniversary.
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Megan Boxer and Patrick Tax share stories with their son Issiah
Boxer during the preparations for the 25th anniversary celebrations.

Youth News
By Luke Reynolds and Stephen Boniwell, Youth Coordinators
This year is just flying past, second term is now in full swing. Youth
group activities have been great fun with regular fishing trips, activities
in the Parish Centre and beach BBQs. Primary youth group is on the
first Saturday of each month, Secondary is on the 2nd Saturday and both
youth groups come together on the 3rd Saturday. The youth band has
been practising regularly and talent is definitely growing and
confidence building. Thank you to St Mary's College for generously
lending instruments and a venue for practice. Any questions please
contact Luke Reynolds and Stephen Boniwell on 9193 5676

PLEASE REMEMBER
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
OF THE KIMBERLEY IN
YOUR WILL
A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome
for the religious, educational and charitable works of
the Church allows funds to be applied
where the need is greatest.
Please mail coupon to:
The Finance Officer, Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Telephone: (08) 9192 1060 or Fax: (08) 9192 2136
ABN 37 040 099 127

❑ I would like more information about remembering the
Church in my will.
❑ I have already included the Church in my will and
wish to have this noted.
❑ I would like to be contacted for a confidential talk
about my will, or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Name:

________________________________________________________________________

Address:
Young people enjoying a beach barbeque, Gantheaume Point, Broome
Photo: L Reynolds

ORDER FORM

KIMBERLEY CHURCH LOGO CAPS
Please send me ____ caps @ $12.00 (inclusive of postage and GST)
(Please indicate number and type of cap required).

❏ Black cap with red trim
❏ Cream cap with black peak
❏ Plain dark blue (no trim) and
❏ Plain black (no trim)
Cheque for $__________ enclosed.
Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Telephone : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Please forward this form to : The Diocese of Broome
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725 Ph: (08) 9192 1060 Fax: (08) 9192 2136
The caps are also available from the Diocesan Office at 9 Louis Street, Broome and
are supplied by Pat and Pauline Credlin, Kimberley Embroidery Company, PO Box
993, Broome WA 6725. Tel: (08) 9192 7885 Fax: (08) 9192 8706

WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S FINEST JEWELLERY
BROOME PEARLS
ARGYLE DIAMONDS
KALGOORLIE GOLD

DAMPIER TCE, BROOME
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6725
TEL: (08) 9192 2430 FAX: (08) 9193 5280
EMAIL: linneysbroome@bigpond.com

____________________________________________________________________

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay Conservation
& Restoration
Appeal
Please make donations payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF
AUSTRALIA (WA)
and post to:
The Sacred Heart Church Beagle
Bay Conservation and
Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Photo: CAS.

MY DONATION
❑ $ 25
❑ $ 50 ❑ $ 100
❑ Other
My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed.
OR
❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑
________________________________________________________
Expiry Date

Signature

Name: ________________________________________________
Postal Address: ______________________________________
________________________________________________________
Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible.
Receipts will be issued.
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focus

Above: Visiting priest, Fr Kevin Matthews from Port Pirie, South Australia
discusses a painting with Balgo artist, Marika Nungoray.

Above: Warmun “Road Runner” and "Easy Rider" Sr Theresa Morellini
saves lots of energy and fuel as she buzzes around the remote
community on her scooter doing her work as a Pastoral Associate.
Photo: CAS.

Above: James Blundell took time off from his busy Ord River Muster schedule to
spend time with the students of St Joseph’s School in Kununurra. He sang
songs and told stories to the children who thoroughly enjoyed his visit.
Left: Altar servers at Lombadina-Djarindjin get ready for Mass on a sunny
Sunday afternoon. Photo: K Matthews.
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Above: Bishop Saunders recently visited One Arm Point for the baptism of two infants.
(l to r) Jai and Willy Maher, Cheryl Councillor holding the newly baptized Khe’sanh
Cynthia Maher, Patrick Lawson, Beverley Ah Choo and Veronica Yue. Photo: CAS.

