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A light will shine on us this day: the Lord is born for us.

Wishing you God’s choicest blessings at Christmas

 



KCP Christmas Edition Cover Competition

Our three independent judges had their work cut out assessing the entries in

our Christmas Cover Competition.  Over 100 entries were received from

students throughout the Kimberley.  The judges commented on the quality

and imagination of the entries received.

The winning entry  (front cover) was painted by artist Lauren Clay of St

Mary’s College, Broome.   Her prize is  $100 and St Mary’s College will

receive a DVD or video player .

The second place entry  (back cover) was painted Nella Nungaray of the

Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre at Billiluna.  Nella will receive $50

and a tape/radio or CD player for her school.

Congratulation to the winners and many thanks to all who contributed.
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Winning entry in KCP Cover competition painted

by Lauren Clay of St Mary’s College, Broome.

Christmas in the Kimberley is an engaging time filled with its

own special character.  It is the season of the year when the crowds

of tourists have gone, the queues at the Post Office and other places

are manageable.  In some locations “the wet” has already begun and

green is once again a dominant colour.  In other areas rain clouds

make an occasional appearance in a promising sky only to dissipate,

adding their moist vapour of humidity to a north-Australian summer.

It is an unpredictable period and messages on the radio speak

constantly of the need to be prepared for the possibility of a cyclone.

Who can forget Cyclone Tracey in Darwin and the havoc it wrought

in 1974?  Many displaced persons made their homes in the

Kimberley after that horrible natural disaster.

Like children everywhere Kimberley kids turn their minds to

Santa and get excited when they catch a glimpse of the red suit and

white whiskers at a shopping centre.  Shopkeepers decorate their

stores with Yule tide trappings and the cash registers wind up in a

chorus of family indebtedness.

Whatever the weather and no matter the silliness of unbridled

expenditure, no one can deny the joy that is experienced not only on

the faces of children but in the good cheer of familiar greetings and

friendly encounters.

It is a good thing to meditate on the origins of this happy

interlude, perhaps with a hope that the joy of the season might find a

more permanent place in the vista of human relations.

That first Christmas was an unpredictable time for the Holy

Family.  They didn’t have much money to spend and the weather was

not conducive to sleeping out.  Jesus’ first home was a temporary

place more suited to animals and produce.  But there was joy just the

The Kneeling Santa
A beautiful way to combine the Santa part

of Christmas with the "real meaning". Santa

kneels to pray before the Baby Jesus. Such a

heart warming and thought provoking scene.
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same.  God reached out to His people in an

embrace of loving familiarity and

unfettered joy.  To the world was born a

saviour, “He is Christ the Lord”, the second

person of the Blessed Trinity, the Son of

God

On that dim evening shepherds played their pipes while choirs of

angels lifted their voices in a chorus of praise.  The world was

promised a new beginning festooned with hope and peace.  The

riddles of life became sensible to the peoples of faith.

There is no doubt that it takes faith to appreciate the mystery of

Christmas. Some of the fruits of Christmas – generosity and goodwill

– are enjoyed by many.  But the essence of the Christ-Mass is the

domain only of those who prayerfully meditate on its wonder and

rejoice in its grace.  To celebrate Christmas in the truest sense we

need to give thanks to almighty God for his blessings.  A family

knows true prosperity when it praises God and recognizes in Christ

the God who loves us.

I pray that the world which knows so much suffering and

disappointment may see the sacred life of the new-born saviour shine

in the hearts of all those who profess “Jesus is Lord”.  And may the

peace of Christmas and all God’s choicest blessings be with you and

your family always.

+Christopher Saunders

Bishop of Broome

Christmas in the Kimberley
Christmas Message



Briefly Speaking

● Balgo-Kutjungka Parish has had
the services of two visiting priests
in recent months.  Fr Greg Tait (l)
on loan from the Ballarat Diocese
and Fr Samie Buttigieg (Centre) on
placement from the Dampier
Peninsula Parish.  They are seen
here with resident Balgo Parish
Priest, Fr Matt Digges overlooking
the Balgo Pound.

● Luke Hilbert, Bishop Saunders’
pilot has flown on to bigger things
in the aviation industry after
having worked for Broome Air
Services and the Diocese for
eighteen months.  We wish him
every success in his future
endeavours.

Photo: CAS

● Eileen Lawrence, Acting
Regional Director of the
Kimberley Catholic Education
Office in 2004 was thanked for her
year at the Broome CEO at the
principals Mass on Friday 29th
October. Principals concluding
their terms were also farewelled.
(Detailed article see page 4). 

● The University of Notre Dame
Australia, Broome Campus has
undergone a leadership change and
has appointed Mr Gavin Greaves
as Director of the Campus.  Mr
Greaves has extensive experience
in education which includes
teaching at Nulungu College (now
St Mary’s College) and in other
regional areas in WA.  Gavin
brings a wealth of knowledge and
management experience and will
be a great asset to the Campus.  He
will be involved in the day-to-day
management of Campus life, while
Jennifer Nicol will remain
responsible for the academic side
of things, working from Fremantle.  

● The Religious Education
Coordinators met in Broome for
the final time this year.  The REC’s
are a vital part of the school scene
in the development and delivery of
the Religious Education and
sacramental programs in our
parishes.  The main point of their
gathering was to become familiar
with the Kimberley version of the
new Guidelines, developed by Sr
Veronica Ryan.
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● A new Aged Care facility is approved for Broome.   The long awaited
and sorely needed aged care service is a step closer to becoming a reality.
The lease of the land on Clementson Street was signed recently by the
Director of Southern Cross Care, the managers of the new centre.  A
Project Manager will be appointed shortly and discussions will begin
between the managers and Rubibi about the needs of future residents and
the design of the buildings.  Funding will come from the Commonwealth
Government and a total of 55 beds will be available.  The new Centre will
replace Bran Nue Dae/Germanus Kent complex which currently provides
accommodation for 20 residents.  It is hoped that the new centre will be
functioning sometime in 2006. 

Bran Nue Dae Centre Broome. Photo: A Gordon

● Stephen Boniwell (left) and Luke Reynolds, the Youth Coordinators at
Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish will be leaving Broome in December
after two years of faithful service.  They have served the youth of the
parish with enthusiasm and maturity.  We thank them for their invaluable
service and wish them all the very best for the future.

● Sr Dorothy Fuller, an Aboriginal
Sister from the Order of the
Handmaids of Our Lord returns to
Kununurra to visit her family. – see
page 4.

Sr Veronica Ryan rsj

● The new Kimberley Resource
Centre, being built on the Notre
Dame Campus in Broome is
progressing well and should be
ready for hand-over in early
December.  The opening and
blessing is planned for July 2005.

Gavin Greaves.
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"Proudly Supporting Broome 
and the Kimberley"

The BIA Group, PO Box 68, Broome, W.A. 6725
• Phone: (08) 9193 5455 • Facsimile: (08) 9193 6057

People Stories:

SISTER DOROTHY
VISITS HER COUNTRY
Sister Dorothy Fuller, one of ‘The Separated Children’ visits her country :

Here is her story:

My name is Sr. Dorothy Fuller.

I was born on Ord River Station and

lived on Newry Station with my

mother and family. I was taken

away from Newry Station when I

was seven years old. The pilot came

and flew me to Alice Springs and

waiting at the airstrip was a

gentleman named John O'Keefe, an

Irishman. He brought me to

Bangalow where I lived with him

and his wife who was the Matron of

Alice Springs Hospital. I stayed

there for a few years and went to

school in Alice Springs. I was happy there and they were very good to

me. I kept in touch with them through the years. 

From Alice I was taken to Melville Island with seven other girls

from around Alice Springs. On Melville, the Our Lady of the Sacred

Heart Sisters and the M.S.C. Fathers and Brothers ran the Mission. It

was there that I did the rest of my schooling and where I thought of

becoming a Sister. The Lord led me to Papua New Guinea to the local

nuns where I did my training to become a Sister of The Handmaids of

Our Lord. 

I was involved in teaching in Papua New Guinea for almost twenty

years. In 1974 the Sisters opened a place in Cairns and I taught religion

in the State and Catholic schools as well as being a Pastoral worker.  In

1993 I was transferred to Melville Island and was working for the

government. I became a co-ordinator for the Alcohol Awareness and

Family Recovery Programme.  I was also involved in teaching

Religion. In 2004 I was transferred to Cairns where I am involved in

parish ministry.

For  forty three years of my life I had no contact with my mother or

family. I didn't know what happened to them and they didn't know what

happened to me.  In the late eighties, a Sister of the Sacred Heart was

travelling around giving talks in various places. She was going to

Kununurra and I told her about my mother and asked her if she could

ask around for Gypsy in the hope that someone might remember her.

She made enquiries and discovered my mother was still alive and living

in Kununurra at the back of the Sisters’ house. She quickly got in touch

with me to tell me the good news. My Congregation gave me three

months to come and sit down here with my mother and my family.

From then on I came regularly to visit her. She passed away on 3rd.

September 1999. I was here for her funeral. This is my first trip back

since my mother's death.

Farewell and Thank You!
At the concluding Eucharist following the final meeting of

Kimberley Principals for 2004, Mrs Mary Retel, Deputy Director of
Catholic Education in Western Australia, thanked Mrs Eileen Lawrence
for her year as Acting Regional Officer of the Kimberley CEO.  Eileen
took up this challenge to allow Sandra Brogden to have a year with her
young family.  Eileen has overseen the many and complex facets of life
in our Kimberley schools and has learnt a great deal through the
experience as well as sharing her many personal and professional skills
with her Broome staff and the Kimberley people.  She will return to her
position as Coordinator of the Capital Planning and Development team
in the Perth Office at the start of 2005.

Three Principals were also thanked for their time in the Kimberley
as their terms come to an end and they move on to further challenges.
Annette O’Connor (Ringer Soak), Alan McMahon (Kununurra) and
Gerard Tonti-Filippini (Beagle Bay) were thanked by the Deputy
Director of Catholic Education in Western Australia, Mrs Mary Retel,
representing Mr Ron Dullard (Director), for their loyal and devoted
service to the children in their care and for the professional way they
have led their staff.  Mrs Retel mentioned the broad cooperation that
Principals were able to gain from their staff for new programs as
examples of the great work Principals do in their schools.

Four people were also thanked for their time as Acting Principals:
Sr Margaret Scott (Derby), Ms Caroline Hunneybun and Mrs Elizabeth
McKenna (both at Gibb River) and Mr Vin Russell (Ringer Soak).  New
appointments for these schools will be announced later.

Bishop Saunders and Fr Joseph Pelle together with the assembled congregation

bless departing school personnel (l to r), Sr Margaret Scott, Alan McMahon,

Elizabeth McKenna and Eileen Lawrence at the Thanksgiving Mass. 

Photo: A Hayden 

Sr Dorothy Fuller.

Photo: Sr Frances Flemming
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Catholic Mission
By Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

Catholic Mission is grateful for community
support of World Mission Day

World Mission Day is the universal day throughout the world for
the whole Catholic Church community to focus on the vital work of
Global Mission. Your support and contribution to this work is
appreciated enormously. Catholic Mission would like to say thank you
to all our school communities and parishes who participated in raising
funds for the annual appeal. The theme for this year’s Catholic Mission
Appeal was ‘Dreaming of … Life for all’.  Recognising the many
places in the world where people suffer war and terror everyday and the
fragile nature of peace in many other places, Catholic Mission is always
highlighting the call for all of us to be active creators of peace in our
world.

You can continue to support the work of Catholic Mission through
your financial support, prayers or a message of peace. For instance send
a message of peace to those who may be ostracised, marginalised,
isolated, and living in and with conflict. Or send one to somebody who
you may be currently in conflict with, a relative, neighbour or friend, or
even send one to the government or a world leader asking for peace.
Mother Teresa had many beautiful sayings and prayers. One that is
most powerful today “I see God in every human being. When I wash
the leper’s wounds, I feel I am nursing the Lord Himself. Is it not a

beautiful experience?” Well, you can help Catholic Mission achieve
‘Dreaming of Life for All’ by making a donation to:

Catholic Mission Office, c/- PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
For further information contact Fr. Daniel Chama 08 9193 5888.

Above: One of the families who will benefit from a project in the Philippines

supported by Catholic Mission. Photo: Courtesy Catholic Mission.
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From the office of
Justice, Ecology & Peace
By Br Shane Wood cfc

Kimberley
Kitchen

BOILED FRUIT CAKE
Agnes Martin is a well-known identity in Broome and was a

resident of the Holy Child Orphanage in Broome in the 1940's.
She spent a short time in Beagle Bay during the war when Broome
residents were evacuated.  She has been a familiar and friendly
face in the Broome Hospital kitchen for nearly 40 years and shows
no signs of slowing down yet!  Probably her experience of feeding
her own family of ten children gave her plenty of practice in
catering for large numbers.  Aggie’s boiled fruit cake is a favourite
of both family members and people at the hospital. 

Ingredients

2 cups Anchor Mixed Fruit
1 cup Brown Sugar
4 tablespoon Butter
1 teaspoon Carb Soda
1 cup Water
1/2 cup Plain Flour
11/2 cups Snowflake Self Raising Flour
2 Eggs

Method :

Place in a saucepan the first five ingredients and bring to the
boil.  Simmer for one minute only then cool and add 1/2 cup Plain
Flour and 11/2 Cups Self raising Flour and two eggs.  Mix the
ingredients together. Bake in a moderate oven for about one hour.

Happy Christmas

Have we no shame?
Our thoughts are no doubt turning to the celebration of Christmas.

This is taken for granted in Australia.  It is a great privilege that we
enjoy in this country – the ability to be able to plan ahead with some
certainty in anticipation of a great family celebration.  Most of us have
a pretty good idea that we will be able to afford to buy toys, food,
presents and refreshments for the celebrations to come.  We usually
plan well ahead for these functions.  Even in our churches we take up
the themes of the preparation season we call Advent.  Some people,
even in Australia, will not enjoy this ‘luxury’.

In reflecting on the election campaign just past, I am very conscious
of the ‘conspiracy of silence’ that seemed to be agreed upon by the
major political parties.  There was hardly a mention of the issues related
to unemployment, poverty, refugees, the war in Iraq, the just treatment
of the East Timorese.

In March this year, I wrote the following:
Whatever else, let's hope that there can be a vigorous, open and

honest debate around the issues that count and that the Australian
voters will be motivated in their choices by what is in the best long-
term interests of all sectors of the Australian population, keeping in
mind the genuine needs of our neighbours in the less affluent parts
of our global village. 
The end result has been anything but what I had hoped for back

then.  What have the unemployed and those living in poverty in
Australia got to look forward to at Christmas?  Where is their share of
the largesse promised out of the storehouse of goodies boasted about by
John Howard in the election campaign?  What do the men, women and
children still languishing in our State sponsored but privately-run-for-
profit Detention Centres have to look forward to for Christmas this
year?  What do those living in Third World conditions in remote
Aboriginal communities and on the fringes of our towns have to look
forward to? It looks like more of the same.

What about our responsibility as a good neighbour to take up our
part of the duty to rid the world of hunger and poverty?  What do the
East Timorese people have to look forward to this Christmas?  If they
are lucky they may receive a charity handout from Alexander Downer
which will be a small fraction of what they deserve in justice,
generosity and compassion.  As Fr Bruce Duncan pointed out in a
recent article, the Pope is so angry about this world situation that he has
called it 'the war of the powerful against the weak.’.  

Our obligations as responsible members of the world community
have also been lost in the petty, backyard bickering about which Party
can promise the most to many of those who, in comparison with our
sisters and brothers in the Third World, need it least.  When Indian
activist and author Arudhati Roy was asked recently by Andrew Denton
why she gave most of her Booker Prize money away she said quite
simply, ‘…nobody deserves to have so much when so many have so
little.’

In the recent article quoted earlier, Bruce Duncan went on to ask,
‘Why are there not howls of outrage that Australia's overseas aid budget
is so small, at 0.25% of GDP, a third of the target set by the United
Nations? Do Australians realise that despite the government's lavish
budget spending, we have cut our aid to Africa, to some of the most
desperately impoverished people in the world?  Even aid to Iraq, which
we helped devastate, has been reduced from $40 million to a pitiful $22
million. Have we no shame?’

I am left asking the same questions. 

Photo: A Gordon
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People Stories:

New Role for former
Broome Teacher

Kate Mellick lived in Broome
from 1982 until January this year
when she moved to Perth with her
son Charlie for a bit of a change.
Originally from Sydney, she had
never lived in Perth before.
During her 21 years in Broome,
Kate worked at the Primary
Campus of St Mary's College as a
classroom teacher and then
Teacher Librarian. She was also
Teacher Librarian at the Secondary
Campus from 1999-2003. 

This year Kate worked as the
part-time Teacher Librarian at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Primary School (OLMC)  in Hilton and as a
relief teacher at Clontarf Aboriginal College.  Kate has recently been
appointed to the position of  'Aboriginal Studies Consultant' at the
Catholic Education Office in Leederville.  She has taken the position on
a part-time basis for the rest of this year so she can complete her
commitment at OLMC and it will become full-time from January 2005. 

Kate told the Profile that her ‘task is to work with teachers in WA
Catholic Schools to help them  integrate Aboriginal Studies into their
teaching and learning programmes - a task which I find both exciting
and a little scary. I like the idea of changing the world but I know that
that is a very slow evolution.’ The CEO Office in Leederville is huge
with many rooms, doors and people but Kate says that ‘people have
been very friendly and welcoming and it is comforting and reassuring
to have Johnny Puertollano, an ex-Broome resident, in the office across
the hall.’

Kate said that she feels ‘privileged to have had the life I had in
Broome and am happy to be able to share some of what I learnt and
experienced in my 21 years living and working there. I'm looking
forward to learning about a different part of the state and finding my
way around southern WA as I get out to all the Catholic schools. It was
good for me to look down the list of teachers who had nominated
themselves as Aboriginal Studies Coordinators at their Perth schools
and see the familiar names of ex St Mary's teachers.’

Pastoral Associates
move on

Not only has Derby lost the
services of seasoned parish
priest, Fr Wendelin Lorenz SAC
this year but Holy Rosary’s
Pastoral Associate, Sr Mary
Evans RNDM, has been forced
to resign due to ill health and has
moved to Perth.  Sr Mary will be
much missed by parishioners
and Derby community members
alike.  Her willingness and
generosity were hallmarks of her
pastoral practices and we pray
for her during this time of
protracted illness.

Broome Pastoral Associate,
Liz Wallace, together with
daughter Angela, is returning to
the Central Coast of NSW.  Liz
was a valued part of the parish
team in Broome and contributed
much to the life of the parish.
Together with Leonie Kelly, Liz
worked hard to prepare
candidates for sacraments and
her cheerful presence will be
missed by all.

Sr Sarah Hogan who has
been in the Kimberley for fifteen
years will be returning to her
native Ireland next year.  Sr
Sarah’s last appointment was as
Pastoral Associate in Kununurra
where she coordinated a
women’s group and assisted
with sacramental preparation.
With gratitude we wish Sister
well in the land where the grass
is sure to be greener. 

Sr Mary Evans. Photo: CAS

Left: Liz Wallace. Photo: A Hayden

Sr Sarah Hogan. Photo: E Morrison

Kate Mellick. Photo: A Hayden



effects of drugs and alcohol on the lives of the participants, who are
mainly Kija people from the Warmun community.

It is a ‘packed program’, with time for reflection, prayer and
sharing. Learing also takes place through meeting the many people who
pass through the Centre and those who are part of the neighbouring
Warmun Aboriginal community. 

Planning has already begun for the programs to be offered in 2005.
These will follow a similar pattern to those offered in 2004.  Brochures
will be available in February 2005. Further information can be obtained
by v i s i t i ng the Mi r r i l i ngk i Sp i r i t ua l i t y Cen t r e webs i t e
www.users .bigpond.com/mirr i l ingki/defaul t .html or email
mirrilingki@bigpond.com or phone (08) 9168 7884 or fax (08) 9168
7310.  

[Ed. If you would like to be considered for a period of volunteering
at Mirrilingki, then visit the website to find out more and email for an
application form, or phone the Centre and ask to speak with one of the
Sisters.]
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Below is a brief outline of the variety of activities undertaken by
the permanent staff of two Josephite Sisters and the very generous
group of volunteers who come to work at Mirrilingki for various
periods of time ranging from three months to a year.   

During 2004 Lay Ministry Training Programs for Aboriginal
church leaders and other Aboriginal people who work with the leaders,
were held.  This year the programs focused on the Liturgy of the Word

and Eucharist.  These programs have been a great help to those who
attended and they in turn have been able to be more involved in their
own parish community in preparation for the celebration of Mass.

A group of people from the Warmun community took part in the
continuing series of the Scripture Program offered by Sr Nellie each
year.  This year it was focused on the Mysteries of the Rosary in the
Gospel of Luke. 

The annual Mid-Year Retreat, offered primarily to religious of the
Kimberley and elsewhere, was directed by Fr. Tom Gleeson and Mary
Baker rsj.  This was followed by a Mini-Retreat with the Sisters of St
Joseph and Aboriginal people, to celebrate and reflect upon forty years
of the Sisters of St. Joseph in the Kimberley.  Retreats for Aboriginal
people were also made available at other times.

Several Melbourne University students who live at Newman
College came for a two week cross-cultural experience.  Students from
St. Norbert’s and Newman Colleges in Perth visited the centre for a
week, as did students from St. Bernard’s College, Essendon and
Genezzano College, Kew – both in Melbourne.  The great co-operation
between Ngalangangpum School, the Warmun Art Centre and
Mirrilingki provide an opportunity for a change in student thinking,
attitudes and behaviour. 

Mirrilingki hosts three Drug and Alcohol Intervention Programs
each year.  Members of the Warmun Local Drug Action Group conduct
the program which has the aim of learning about and understanding the

Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre
MIRRILINGKI is a cross-cultural Catholic centre which seeks to promote formation in ministry and personal development across the 

Church of the Kimberley in the spirit of National Reconciliation.

Young volunteers Eloise, Kate and Jacqueline at Mirrilingki during a cross

cultural experience.

Volunteers and participants relax between sessions at the Lay Ministry Training

Program.

Participants at the Lay Ministry Program are Eileen Tax from Mulan, Sr Nellie

Versluys from Mirrilingki, Nancy Gill from Balgo and Kath Ryan from Mulan.
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New boarding facility for
students in the Kimberley 

D i s c u s s i o n s a r e
underway between Education
and Training Minister Alan
Carpenter and the Bishop of
Broome, The Most Reverend
Christopher Saunders about
the possibility of establishing
a 64-bed boarding facility for
students in the Kimberley.

The State Government’s
Country High School Hostel
Authority (CHSHA) and the
Catholic Education Office
have been working closely
together on the proposed
$6.6million facility for
Broome.

T h e i n t e g r a t i o n o f
government and non-government school students at CHSHA boarding
facilities has already proved successful in both Albany and Geraldton.

If the project proceeds, the facility will provide accommodation for
students from across the region who attend both government and non-
government schools.

Mr Carpenter said many of the students who board away from
home found it difficult to be away from their families and often
changed schools or returned home before completing their schooling.
“The ongoing dislocation is affecting their educational outcomes,” he
said.

Member for the Kimberley, Carol Martin MLA, said the State
Government was committed to providing educational opportunities for
rural and remote communities.

“We will work co-operatively with the various school authorities to
provide first-class educational facilities for students in rural and remote
regions of WA.” Ms Martin said.  “While it is expected that most of the
demand would come from indigenous students, the intention would be
to make this an open, culturally integrated boarding facility”.

A possible site for the new facility has been identified on the senior
high school reserve, free of Native Title and readily available. It is a
short walk from both the Broome Senior High School and St Mary’s
College. 

FAREWELL TO
BROTHER ED
By Br. Cal Cusack

It is not every school in
the Kimberley that has its
own swimming pool, and as
a bonus, has its own
exper ienced indus t r ia l
chemist to daily monitor
the water purity of the pool,
and a qualified  life-saver
and first-aid attendant to
supervise the safety of the
children. But Luurnpa
Catholic School at Balgo
Hills has enjoyed these
advantages in the person of
Br Ed Becker, a De La Salle
Brother, who has done these jobs for the past four years.

Before coming to Balgo Hills, Br Ed spent twenty-one years
working in Papua New Guinea where he held several positions of
responsibility: Deputy- Headmaster of De La Salle  High School in
Bomana;  Principal of Holy Trinity Teachers College in Mt.Hagen, and
Headmaster of Holy Rosary High School in Kondiu.

Back in Australia, having reached “retirement”, Br Ed worked for
four years at San Miguel Family Centre in outer Sydney before coming
to Balgo Hills at the beginning of 2001.

In addition to the responsibilities associated with the swimming
pool, Br Ed has worked in the school’s Book Production Centre,
helping to bring out books in the local Kukatja language.  He has been
the unofficial photographer for the school’s activities, and liaison
person with the Kimberley Community Profile. As part-time “taxi
driver” he has ferried staff and students to Halls Creek, Kununurra,
Warmun, Broome and Alice Springs. In addition, Br Ed has willingly
shared his years of experience and his wisdom with the young and not
so young members of staff.  Ever busy, he has found time to plant trees,
water grounds, mow lawns and act as emergency “weather-man”.

Now Br Ed is “retiring” again, this time to Sydney to be closer to
his brothers and sisters in their old age. Br Ed’s unfailing friendliness
and good humour, his willingness to help and his readiness for a yarn
and a joke, and his understated but sincere religious spirit have
endeared him to all in Balgo.  He will be sadly missed.

Catholic Administration Conference
Alison Hayden, from the Broome Diocesan Office

(4th from right) with members of the organising

committee of the inaugural Catholic Administration

Conference held recently in Sydney.   Alison, on behalf

of Bishop Christopher Saunders, gratefully accepted a

cheque for the amount of $3589 which was collected

for the work of the Youth Apostolate in Broome at the

Conference Mass.  The generosity of the delegates at

the conference is greatly appreciated by Bishop

Saunders and those involved in the youth ministry in

the Broome Diocese.  

Br Ed Becker. Photo: Greg Strangman.Mr Alan Carpenter (left) and Bishop

Christopher Saunders.
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Erica Bernard was lucky enough to be introduced to Olympian Ian Thorpe at a

function at the Kimberley Bookshop in Broome. Photo: N Murphy

Now retired, former Derby Parish Priest, Fr Wendelin Lorenz at his retirement

function in Derby in July. Photo: CAS

Artist Veronica Lulu explains her painting to the

assembled gathering at  the 25th Anniversary

celebrations of John Pujajangka Catholic School at

Mulan. Photo: CAS

Beautiful weather, wonderful day and happy children at the sports carnival held to

honour the 50th Anniversary of Holy Rosary School in Derby. Photo: CAS

Many Our Lady Queen of Peace parishioners took

part in the play “No Greater Love” which was

performed at Sun Pictures in Broome and heralded

a great success. 

 



The year that was 2004...

Members of the Stolen Generation group met with Bishop Saunders to bring him

up-to-date with matters related to the work of the “Separated Children”. 

Photo: A Hayden

In March, the Bishops of Australia

went to Rome for their Ad Limina visit.

A highlight of the visit for Bishop

Saunders was a meeting with the Holy

Father. 

Twenty five students from the Redemptoris Mater Seminaries in Perth and

Sydney made a pilgrimage to Broome after Easter.  They visited homes and

prayed with the people. Photo: A Hayden

The school community at St Joseph’s Wyndham celebrated their 25th

anniversary in May.  These little Wyndham Crocs performed at a fantastic concert

to mark the occasion. Photo: CAS

Young dancers at the 25th Anniversary

Celebrations of Ngalangangpum

School Warmun get into the spirit of

the occasion. Photo: CAS
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University of Notre Dame
Australia - Broome Campus 

Trainee Teachers
Trek to Darwin
By  Krystle Lampshire

T h e U n i -

versity of Notre

Dame Australia,

Broome Campus’

D i p l o m a o f

Education (ATSI)

students travelled

t o D a r w i n

r e c e n t l y , t o

p a r t a k e i n a n

intensive fieldtrip

as part of their

studies.

T h e g r o u p

i n c l u d e d a n

extremely diverse

a n d d y n a m i c

group of women

from rural, remote

and urban areas

t h r o u g h o u t

Western Australia.

For these students,

study with Notre

D a m e i s

completed through block release mode, travelling to Broome five times

a year for week long intensives.

The majority of the students are employed as Teaching Assistants

or Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Officers within

State, Independent and Catholic schools.

The students visited St John’s College Darwin, The Essington

School Montessori - based program and Ludmilla Alternative Pathway

Program at Ludmilla School.

The aim of the fieldtrip was to provide students with opportunities

to explore current issues facing the education of Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander children and to foster research into alternative

educational perspectives and practices in the hope of communicating

and applying these ideas in community contexts.

“The Darwin experience was exceptionally valuable as students

were able to witness, at first hand, the variety of strategies and

alternative programs teachers use in facilitating learning. The students

were able to take back this knowledge to apply in their own schools”,

said Sandy Faber, Acting Coordinator VET Education at the Broome

Campus.

“The fieldtrip opened the students’ eyes to the requirement for

different teaching approaches to students with a variety of needs” Ms.

Faber said

Philomena Lands of Cable Beach Primary School,

Broome, shows pearl shells to the children of The

Essington School Darwin. Photo  Courtesy NDA

Broome NAIDOC 2004
Awards Night 
Yves Cox awarded 'Youth of the Year'

By Sue Ferrari, Secretary, (KADHH)

Yves Cox, a school based trainee at Goolarri Media Enterprises,
was nominated by his training manager Carol-Anne Olivero. Yves was
praised for his positive outlook, his determination and creativity at
work, his role modelling for others and for his involvement with The
Kimberley Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (KADHH).

Three generations of the Cox family - his mother, Roberta Cox, his
Grandmother, Janet Cox and his Great Grandmother, Doris Edgar -
were present to witness the event

Yves gave a confident and heart-warming speech in his first
language Auslan (Australian Sign Language) clearly impressing the
audience. His signed speech was voiced by an interpreter and the
audience applauded him the Deaf way by raising their arms in the air
and waving them - an important aspect of Deaf culture

In January 2005 Yves will be attending the Deaf Olympics in
Melbourne as a spectator. It is the first time the Deaf Olympics have
been held in Australia with athletes from ninety countries attending.
This event will provide Yves with an exceptional international Deaf
language experience on Australian turf - an important event for
someone living in remote Broome which has an extremely small Deaf
community.  

Watch for Yves’article and photos about his experience at the Deaf
Olympics in this magazine next year.  

From left to right: Roberta Cox(Mother), Doris Edgar (Great Grandmother) Janet

Cox (Grandmother) and Yves of course at the back.
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Sacred Heart Statue at Balgo
These bright youngsters spend some time after school in prayer at

the statue of the Sacred Heart in Balgo. From left Keiron Michaels,
Felicia Cotchilli and Jerome Williams.

Photo: CAS

Parish News

Sacrament of
Confirmation
By Frank Birrell

On Sunday 31 October five candidates from the Beagle Bay Parish
received the Sacrament of Confirmation from Bishop Christopher
Saunders.

Over the past two months, the candidates have been working with
Miss Mary, Mr. Frank and Fr. Sam. During this time these young people
studied, reflected and prayed on what the Sacrament of Confirmation
means to them and how it will affect their lives.

As the community assembled on the hot morning of the
Confirmation, it was obvious that the young candidates had truly come
a long way as young Christian adults. They understand that the Spirit
has come down on them and given them the gifts of wisdom,
understanding, knowledge, reverence, courage, wonder and awe, and
right judgment. Now Freddy Cox, Kymeryal Lawford, Jayden Howard,
Kieran Howard and Nathania Stadford need the support of their
sponsors, parents, families and the whole community to put these gifts
into practice.

Photo: A Hayden

B e a g l e  B a yB a l g o

K u n u n u r r a

Memorial Service
The Police Memorial Service is held each year in the St Vincent

Pallotti Church in Kununurra.  This year it was held on the 24th
September and two young parishioners who are Police cadets joined
with many others for the memorial service.  Pictured are Jason and
Jessica Morgan who attend Kununurra District High School.

Photo: S Hogan

WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S FINEST JEWELLERY

BROOME PEARLS

ARGYLE DIAMONDS

KALGOORLIE GOLD

DAMPIER TCE, BROOME

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6725
TEL: (08) 9192 2430  FAX: (08) 9193 5280
EMAIL: linneysbroome@bigpond.com
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School News
D j a r i n d j i n - L o m b a d i n a

Letitia Angus and Brian Lee check out the aquariums at Ciccerellos in Fremantle

during the Perth visit.  Photo: JL Chaquebor.

The Perth Life Skills Transition Programme focussed on providing
the Middle School (Year 6/7) students with an insight into post-primary
schooling options as well as meeting with aboriginal role models and
learning valuable life skills such as how to catch a train, managing their
spending money and adjusting to a colder climate.

The students visited Trinity, Aranmore and Clontarf Colleges and
Curtin University as well as undertaking educational visits at AQWA,
WA Museum, Scitech, the Maritime Museum including a submarine
tour, Fremantle Prison and a sleepover at the Perth Zoo.  Some city
shopping and entertainment at Timezone and Adventure World were
squeezed into the programme, along with the obligatory KFC,
McDonalds and Sizzlers Restaurant.

Teacher Shendelle Mullane said the students responded brilliantly
to all the challenges of a jam-packed itinerary and were a credit to their
school and community.

Students who participated in the programme were Basil Sibosado,
David Ougham, Letitia Angus, Josephine Bin Swani, Jaymee Lee
Chaquebor, Chloe Side and Maurietta Howard.

"Awesome", "champ" and "the best camp ever" sums up the views
of a group of students from Djarindjin Lombadina Catholic School who
spent a week in Perth at the start of Term 4.

W a r m u n

Broadening Horizons
By Sr Alma Cabassi rsj

Jedda Thomas and Seanne Peters are impressed with the Argyle Diamond Mine.

Photo: M Chauhan.

Students and teachers from Ngalangangpum School at Warmun
visited the Argyle Diamond Mine to give students an awareness of the
possibilities of future employment.  They were warmly welcomed by
the education section of the mine complex.  It was the first of three
visits planned for the students this term.  Future visits will focus on
mechanics and hospitality in more detail to help students learn what
skills are needed in each field.  Those who attend are offered a meal and
a swim which are greatly appreciated in the extreme temperatures.

PERTH VISIT PROVIDES LIFE SKILLS

B a l g o

De La Salle Volunteers
help out at Balgo

By Br. Ed Becker fsc

Luurnpa Catholic

School was lucky this

year to have two

young volunteers

working at the school.

Gregory Strangman

and Adrian Lane were

f i n i s h i n g t h e i r

schooling last year

when they heard that

the De La Salle Brothers were looking for volunteers to help them in their

work at Balgo Hills. Their response was an enthusiastic, “Yes, we’ll give it

a go”. 

Greg and Adrian have readily taken on any task asked of them. Greg

has been a big help on the computer/technical side while Adrian, with his

football, swimming and other skills, has made a big impact on the children.

They have brought a lot of happiness and fun into the lives of the

students.  We wish them all the best for the future and thank them for their

generosity in saying, “Yes”.

The photo shows Adrian (l) and Greg with some of

the Luurnpa students on a Bush Trip. Photo: G Hogan

 



D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 4  •  K I M B E R L E Y  C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E  •   1 5

School News
B i l l i l u n a - K u r u r r u n g k u W i r r u m a n u  A d u l t  E d u c a t i o n  C e n t r e

Learning is lots of fun
Kururrungku

Catholic School
students (l to r)
Ainsley Dixon,
Junior Vincent
Manson, Zyrus
Manson, and
Junior Dennis
Sambo with
Principal Ms
Patricia Holden
and Mr Daniel
Felton relaxing
after class.

Photo: CAS

Holy Mass celebrated
Holy Mass at

Billiluna was
celebrated by
Bishop Saunders
for the
Community in
late October
during his
pastoral visit to
the Kutjungka
region.

Photo: CAS

By Stephanie Carlin
As part of John Pujajangka-Piyirn School’s 25th year

anniversary celebrations our secondary class embarked on a trip to
Melbourne for a week to both broaden their educational experience
and to take part in a Reconciliation project with St Monica’s in
Epping.  Despite the fact that many of the students had never been
very far from Mulan before they were very confident in both mixing
with people and taking part in activities. They looked at the varying
habitats in Melbourne to help them in their Science project and also
gave a presentation about their own culture to students and teachers
at St Monica’s Secondary College.  The St Monica’s students were
very impressed and there is some dialogue about a visit to Mulan in
a couple of years. The St Vincent De Paul Society in Melbourne
assisted generously with both food and accommodation for the trip. Back row : (L to r) Julie-Ann, Tina, Delphine, Desmond, Kathleen, Terika, Lochlan.

Front row : Scott and Danita

From Mulan to Melbourne

Christmas Sale
By Sr Cheryl Camp RSM

The women at the
Wirrumanu Adult Education
and Training Centre
Women's Program have
been selling clothes which
are hand-made  by Pat
Walker.  Pat worked in
Balgo Parish some years
ago.  She and some other
Catholic women donated
the material and clothes.
Eva Nagomara was in
charge of the Christmas
Sale which was popular with the customers. 

Bishop Visits Mulan
S t u d e n t s a t J o h n

P u j a j a n g k a - P i y i r n
Catholic School at Mulan
share in the goodness of a
wonderful school.  Here (l
to r) Julie Ovi, Bronwyn
C o t c h i l l i a n d A l t o n
Fernandez take a keen
interest in the Bishop’s
cross which he wore on
his recent pastoral visit.

Photo: CAS

M u l a n

Eva Nagomara selling clothes at the

Christmas Sale.  Photo: Sr. C Camp

M u l a n
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School News
B r o o m e

K u n u n u r r a

B r o o m e

TOP STATE FASHION
AWARD RETURNS TO
BROOME
By Sr Helena Brabender T.E.E.F.A. Co-ordinator

Of the eight students from St Mary’s College, Broome who travelled
to Perth for heats in the Teenage Fashion Awards seven modelled their
garments at the State Finals at the Hyatt Regency in Perth. Once again a
Top State Award was brought back to Broome, with Lee Boswell
winning the Merit Award for excellence in three categories.

Categories included fantasy wear, day wear and evening wear.   The
students showcased their garments to family and friends at a gala dinner
at the Cable Beach Resort in Broome on 19th November.

This year thanks must go to the Ben Corp Foundation, without their
financial support this program could not have gone ahead. Thanks also
to our local sponsors for their donations:  ASSPA, Linney's of Broome,
the Shire of Broome and Soroptimist  International of Broome.  Thanks
to the parents, sewing tutor Mrs Bev Wright, and to Anna Manolis for
the assistance with the modeling and grooming program.

Congratulations to Lee Boswell, Carey Doven, Arkeria Armstrong,
Gabrielle Kloss, Sharmal Mason, Ethan Corpus and Allen Moore who
were State Finalists for 2004.

LEADING
AUSTRALIAN
FASHION DESIGNER
VISITS COLLEGE 
By Sr Helena Brabender TEEFA Co-ordinator

Students from St Mary’s College in Broome studying fashion and
textile design were fortunate to meet Mr Peter Morrissey during a visit
to the school by the leading Australian Fashion designer.

The visit gave students a chance to talk to Peter and learn from his
experience and knowledge as a world class designer and founder of the
leading fashion label "Morrissey".  

Peter's visit to Broome was part of the Qantas  Sharing the Spirit
Initiative – to put Australians in touch with their heroes and their
dreams. Peter is also a judge and a mentor in the Qantas Spirit of Youth
Awards and a strong believer of fostering young Australian talent. St
Mary’s was one of only two campuses visited by the designer during his
tour of Western Australia.

Peter was delighted to view the TEEFA garment collection for 2004
and was impressed with the number of students in the Fashion Program
at the school.

Mission Week
By Patrick Ryan

During Mission Week
the children of St Joseph’s
School in Kununurra had a
free dress day to help raise
money for Catholic Mission.
Donations collected on the
d a y a m o u n t e d t o
approximately $150.00.
A c t i v i t i e s w e r e a l s o
conducted during the week
to increase awareness about
the great work that Catholic Mission does around the world. 

L-r: Allan Moore, Lee Boswell, Ethan Corpus, Sharmal Mason and Gabrielle

Kloss.

Arkeria Armstrong Carey Doven

Mikaela Byrnes, Rachael Clements and John

Thomas. Photo: P. Ryan

L-r: Damon Howard, Peter Morrissey, Kieran Hamaguchi and Craig Sampi.
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PLEASE REMEMBER 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
OF THE KIMBERLEY IN
YOUR WILL

A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome
for the religious, educational and charitable works of
the Church allows funds to be applied 
where the need is greatest.

Please mail coupon to:
The Finance Officer, Diocese of Broome, 

PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Telephone: (08) 9192 1060 or Fax: (08) 9192 2136

ABN 37 040 099 127

❑ I would like more information about remembering the
Church in my will.

❑ I have already included the Church in my will and
wish to have this noted.

❑ I would like to be contacted for a confidential talk
about my will, or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay Conservation 
& Restoration
Appeal
Please make donations payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF
AUSTRALIA (WA)
and post to: 
The Sacred Heart Church Beagle
Bay Conservation and 
Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

MY DONATION

❑ $ 25       ❑ $ 50     ❑ $ 100      ❑ Other
My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed.
OR
❑ Mastercard     ❑ Visa     ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑
________________________________________________________

Expiry Date Signature

Name: ________________________________________________
Postal Address: ______________________________________
________________________________________________________

Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. 
Receipts will be issued.

Photo: CAS.

Far out, doesn’t time just
fly….  The last Profile for
the year!

The Boys Mentor Group (League of Extraordinary Gentlemen) has
been happening on Friday afternoons.  This is a group designed for
selected year 9 and 10 boys to increase their skills, experience and
confidence in both school and personal situations.  The group is a lot of
fun and enjoyed by everyone.   

Throughout the year the Youth Ministry has conducted regular camps
and hope that these
will continue in future
years. The final camp
for the year will be at
Port Smith.  

Friday 5th of
November was Youth
Quake, an ecumenical
event organized by
YFC (Youth for
Christ) a group from
down South.  The
event was held at the
B r o o m e A q u a t i c
Centre and included

different water activities and a guest speaker delivered an inspiring
message at the end.  Everyone had an absolute blast with more than one
hundred young people attending from Broome Senior High School and St
Mary’s College.

T h e Y o u t h B a n d
continues to rock on but will
soon lose two band members.
If anyone would like to join or
to co-ordinate the youth band,
please call Steve on 9193
5676.

A movie and games night
was the final Primary Youth
Group (years 5,6,7) activity
for the year.  It was held at the
Parish Centre and was a great
success with more than thirty
youth attending.  Thanks to all
the parents for their food
donations and a special thanks
to Terry and Lyn at Brumbies
Bakery for always generously providing bread at youth events.   

A World Youth Day Information night was held in Broome on 20th
November. A good number of interested young people between the ages
of 16 and 30 attended. Please contact Steve on 9193 5676 for further
information about WYD which will be held between 15-21 August 2005
in Cologne, Germany. 

It is with great sadness that we will be leaving Broome at the end of
this year.  We have really enjoyed our time and will greatly miss the people
of Broome.   Hope you all have a great Christmas. — God Bless from,
Luke and Stephen.  

Youth News
By Luke Reynolds and Stephen Boniwell

Soloman and Jake  enjoy themselves at the

Youth Quake activities in Broome. 

Photo: S Boniwell.

Fun at the movie and games night. 

Photo: S. Boniwell.
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focus

(l to r) Elton Padoon, Danielle McKay, Sylvanna Samuel were at Kururrungku

Catholic Education Centre at Billiluna when Bishop Saunders came to visit at the

beginning of the final term for the year. Photo: CAS

Lay volunteers Joshua and Vernon have completed their twelve month

assignment serving the Parish of St Theresa’s, Balgo.  They were recognised

during a Sunday Mass where the Community prayed over them in thanksgiving

and Bishop Saunders presented them with Certificates of Appreciation. 

Photo: Fr S Buttigieg

The Tertiary Study Centre in Beagle Bay is used by Rose Kelly (l) and Kazue

Akune along with many others studying under the watchful eye of Sr Sheila

Murphy. Photo: CAS

In the far north of WA,

at the remote

community of

Kalumburu, cattle have

to be drenched,

earmarked and

branded.  Lay

Missionary Michael

Keane of Canberra has

his work cut out for him

every season looking

after the Mission herd

of Brahman Cross. 

Photo: CAS

Ashton Hansen looks over a prize Cobia, one of the many varieties of fish

available in the waters off Lombadina. Photo: CAS
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May the blessings of Christmas bring great joy
to you, your family and your community.

In Jesus’ name may the world be reconciled,
renewed as one – a people of peace and hope.

Alleluia, Alleluia!
I bring you news of great joy.

Today a saviour has been born to us,
Christ the Lord,

Alleluia!

D
ES

IG
N

  
BY

  
RE

D
 L

O
G

IC
 D

ES
IG

N
, B

RO
O

M
E 

 W
.A

. 6
72

5


