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Easter Message

Easter - The
Warming Light
of Undying Love

Around about this time last year I went to see Mel Gibson’s film
The Passion of the Christ.  It is a film of graphic violence and stark
beauty. The immensity of terror and suffering captured during the
scenes of the scourging at the pillar and the crucifixion are still vivid
in my mind. A year later I am not able to read an account of the
Passion of Christ without these images becoming immediately
present to me. This is not necessarily a bad thing. It is simply a fact. 

I remember at the time almost gasping at the horror of the
violence and hoping the film would not stop with the death of Jesus.
None of it, - the blood, the suffering, and the ignominy - would have
made any sense unless goodness had triumphed. Nothing could lift
me out of my depression and a feeling of hopelessness unless Christ’s
resurrection was the final scene in the story.  Fortunately Gibson
concluded his epic with a beautifully portrayed resurrection motif
that is powerful and memorable. It too is still fresh in my mind.

The movie’s aptly constructed picture of light coming from a
tomb and a living Jesus sitting near the discarded burial cloths bathed
by that warming light was uplifting. It was not only artistic splendour
but it was a hope-filled realization that painted an image of God’s
undying love for us. Death was conquered. For me it highlighted the
core of our faith that Christ, through his death and resurrection, has
“brought us out of darkness into his own wonderful light.”

In so many ways our lives are lived out in the shadow of
violence. The war in Iraq with its overwhelming bloodshed and the
senseless suicide bombings throughout the region continue to press
down upon us. In our own country, the crime on our streets, the
domestic terror in our homes and the carnage on our roads are
instances of undeniable violence. These dreadful happenings are
frightening burdens, destructive of human confidence and solidarity.
They fracture the peace we long for.  Has the Cross of Christ and His
glorious resurrection anything to say about such brutal events? I
believe they do – for those who can see with eyes of faith.

The Easter event is not about passive acceptance. It is about
purpose, direction and a promise of eternal life.  It makes sense of all
of life’s disappointments and transforms the haunting tragedies of
unbridled outrage. The hope of Easter is that we are raised up and
renewed in the gift of Christ. As St. Paul tells us: “…and now the life
you have is hidden with Christ in God. But when Christ is revealed –
and he is your life – you too will be revealed in all your glory with
him.” (Col:3:4)

The prayer of the Christian community is that our faith in Christ
may be strong and our love for God may be unwavering. 

May the risen Lord
Breathe on our minds and open our eyes
That we may know him in the breaking of bread,
And follow him in his risen life.
I take this opportunity to wish you and your family God’s

choicest blessings this Easter and always.

+Christopher Saunders.
Bishop of Broome.

COVER IMAGE: The Risen Christ 

Stained Glass Window at St Bernard’s Monastery,

Austria. Photo: CAS.

You believe because you can see
me. Happy are those who have not
seen and yet believe. Jn 20:31

• • • • •
Dying you destroyed 

our death, 
rising you restored 

our life.
Lord Jesus

come in glory.
• • • • •

Lord, by your cross 
and resurrection you

have set us free.
You are the saviour 

of the world. 
• • • • •



Fr Brian Egan. Photo: B Hauk

● Salvatorian Provincial, Father Jerzy Madera and Deputy Provincial,
Father Albert Poloczek both from Krakow, Poland, together with
Australian Salvatorian Regional Superior, Father Boguslaw Loska,
visited the Broome Diocese recently.   The Provincials are visiting
Salvatorian priests in ministry in the various Dioceses in Australia
including Fr Emil Ciecierega, Administrator at La Grange-Bidyadanga
Parish.  While in Broome they met up with Bishop Christopher Saunders.

Ms Sandra Brogden.

Sr  Jeanette Foxe. Photo: CAS

Archbishop Barry Hickey.

● A welcome returnee to the
Diocese is Fr Brian Egan, former
Parish Priest of Halls Creek and
Kununurra.  Fr Egan has returned
to supply at Kalumburu Parish for
the last six months of Fr Anscar
McPhee’s sabbatical. He has
settled back into Kimberley life
and is enjoying a change from the
busy inner-city Sydney parish of
Darlinghurst.

● Another person returning to her
previous job is Ms Sandra Brogden
who has taken up her role again as
Regional Director of Catholic
Education for the Kimberley.  After
a year’s leave, Sandra is back into
the swing of the office routine at
the CEO.

● Rod O’Brien from Townsville, Queensland and Bernadette Hauk of

Hoppers Crossing, Victoria have finished their assignments at Kalumburu

as Kimberley Catholic Volunteers.  We thank them for their dedicated

work at Kalumburu and wish them well in their future endeavours. 

● The Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference has a vibrant new
internet presence with the launch
of its revamped web site.
Bishops’ Committee for the Media
Chairman, Archbishop Barry
Hickey, said he was delighted with
the new site, which is more modern
in design, easy to navigate and
simple to use.
See www.acbc.catholic.org.
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Rod O’Brien. Photo: B Hauk Bernadette Hauk . Photo: CAS

● In December we farewelled Sr
Sarah Hogan from Kununurra.
Her place has been taken by Sr
Jeanette Foxe, also a Josephite
Sister, from New South Wales.  We
are sure that the people of
Kununurra will be making her
transition into Kimberley life a
happy one.

Briefly Speaking

Photo: B Hauk

● Sr. Mary John, the Provincial of the Benedictine Sisters, travelled all
the way from her home in the Philippines to make a flying visit to the
Sisters at Kalumburu Mission.  She is seen here with community
members Sr. Barbara, Sr. Visitation and Sr. Scholastica.
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New student hostel for the Kimberley
By Phil Bayne, CEO Perth

Students from rural and remote communities in the Kimberley
region who undertake their studies in Broome will soon have access to
a multi-million dollar student hostel under a partnership entered into
between the Catholic Education Commission and State Government.

Estimated to cost in the order of $6.6 million, the 64-bed facility
will provide accommodation for both government and non-government
school students from across the Kimberley
region. PM+D Architects has been appointed
to the project that is proposed to commence in
2006.

A project management group comprising
Eileen Lawrance (Chair), the Coordinator of
Planning and Development at the Catholic
Education Office, and Jim Hopkins, the
Director of the Country High School Hostels
Authority (CHSHA), will oversee the
construction phase of the facility. 

In addition, a reference group has been
established to provide input to the project
management group. Representing the major
stakeholders in the project, the reference
group membership comprises:

Eileen Lawrance (Chair) - Coordinator
of Planning 
and Development, Catholic Education
Office
Carol Garlett – District Director, 
Kimberley District Education Office

Sandra Brogden – Broome Regional Officer, 
Catholic Education Office
Gary Downsborough – Principal, Broome Senior High School
Tony Treacy – Principal, St Mary’s College, Broome
Nik Wevers - Community representative
Bronwen Griffiths (Executive Officer) – Planning Officer, Catholic

Education Office.
Having provided two houses for

student accommodation for a number of
years, the Most Reverend Christopher
Saunders, Bishop of Broome, said he was
excited at the prospect of such a
development.

“This is an excellent example of how
an effective partnership can bring great
benefits to our communities,” he added.

Similarly, Ron Dullard, the Director of
Catholic Education in WA, said the project
was indicative of the close cooperation that
existed across the (education) sectors.

Under the partnership agreement, the
facility will be built by the Catholic
Education Office and owned/operated by
the CHSHA on completion.

Getting down to business: Jim Hopkins and Eileen Lawrance

check the plans for the new hostel. Photo: P Bayne
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Catholic Mission
By Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

"Proudly Supporting Broome 
and the Kimberley"

The BIA Group, PO Box 68, Broome, W.A. 6725
• Phone: (08) 9193 5455 • Facsimile: (08) 9193 6057

Tsunami update… What next for Sri Lanka?

A multi-purpose hall built with Catholic Mission funds at Matara,
Galle, saved the lives of hundreds of people when the tsunami hit Sri
Lanka on Boxing Day.

This tale of survival is just one of countless amazing stories
gathered by a Catholic Mission team travelling around the country.
Danielle Achikian, Manuela Macri and photographer Ros Cannon are
accompanying Catholic Mission's National Director of Sri Lanka,
Father Tony Martyn, to traumatised communities. Churches and schools
have been razed and many families still have no trace of lost loved ones.

The information gathered by the team will enable emergency
funding raised through Catholic Mission's Tsunami Solidarity Appeal to
be directed to the appropriate places.

"People have nothing, except the clothes they were standing in,"
Danielle said from Hambantota in the country's south. "People are very
unsure who is going to help them rebuild their homes. Employment is

out the window and people are just dependent on what they are given."
Two of the biggest needs are milk powder for children and trauma
counselling. The team had heard of 70 families sharing one knife in one
of the makeshift-accommodation ‘tent cities’ that have been set up
among the debris. The families have no furniture in their tents, so after
rain mothers have to stand in water while nursing their babies. "The
devastation is massive," Danielle said. "No one is sure what is going to
happen next. The government has given out some money but they say
it is going to take 1-2 years to rebuild homes."

For more information about how Catholic Mission will help to rebuild
Sri Lanka phone  1800 257 296 or go to www.catholicmission.org.au or
contact Broome Diocesan Director of Catholic Mission, Fr Daniel Chama
on 08 9193 5888.

Money raised by the appeal will flow directly from Australia to
needy projects in Sri Lanka and other tsunami-affected countries to
speed up the aid process.

A Catholic Sister comforts displaced children in Sri Lanka. 

Photo: Catholic Mission.

Everyone is helping in the huge task of rebuilding in Sri Lanka. 

Photo: Catholic Mission.

There is no doubt that the most evident

dimension of the Eucharist is that it is a meal.

The Eucharist was born, on the evening of

Holy Thursday, in the setting of the Passover

meal.  Being a meal is part of its very

structure.  “take, eat….  Then he took a cup

and … gave it to them, saying : Drink from it,

all of you” (Mt 26:26, 27).  As such, it

expresses the fellowship which God wishes to

establish with us and which we ourselves must

build with one another.

#15 — Apostolic letter for the Year of the Eucharist

The Year of the Eucharist
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From the office of
Justice, Ecology & Peace
By Br Shane Wood cfc

Kimberley
Kitchen

Lidia Godijn works at the
Broome Catholic Education
Office as a Secondary
Curriculum Consultant.  She
has lived in the Kimberley
since 2000 and was teaching in
Balgo for two years before
coming to Broome. Prior to
arriving in the Kimberley,
Lidia worked and lived in
country New South Wales.
She was  born and raised in the
Netherlands, but has lived in
Canada and New Guinea  before coming to Australia.  She has
three adult children.

Lidia likes cooking and appreciates the fusion of different
cuisines in the one dish to suit the occasion and environment.

Gado Gado
Lidia’s interpretation

(Indonesian mixed vegetable dish with peanut sauce)

Ingredients:

In a wok, place oil and onions and cook till onions are soft.
Add the ginger and stir, after which you add  the cabbage  and cook
for a few minutes. When this is nearly ready stir in the bean sprouts
and cook for one or two more minutes.
Take off the heat. Parboil or steam beans, do not overcook.
Arrange  the vegetables in layers on a large dish (warm or cold)
Pour the warm peanut sauce over the vegetables.  Slice the eggs
and place on top. Break up the prawn crackers in small pieces and
place on top.

Peanut sauce

Cook the onions and garlic in oil till soft.  Add the sambal, and
ketjap and stir. Add the peanut butter, lemon and  water. Stir till the
sauce is smooth. Add the coconut milk stir and serve.

Mixture of green vegetables in
equal proportions. They can be:
1/4 cabbage (coarsely chopped)
250 g green beans
250 g bean sprouts
1 onion, sliced and chopped
1 teaspoon grated ginger

1 large cucumber
(preferably ‘telegraph’ or
continental type)  sliced
3 eggs (hard boiled)
2 table spoons oil
Prawn crackers fried.

This can be bought commercially
or make it your self.
1 red onion (medium) 
finely chopped 
1 clove garlic
1 tblespn sambal oelek 
(a chilli paste. Use less if you
prefer it less spicy)

Half a jar of peanut butter,
(crunchy)
2 tblespns ketjap (sweet soya
sauce)
Juice of half a lemon
1 cup coconut milk (light) 
300 ml water (approx. depending
on how thick you like the sauce)

Matters of Church and State
My last column in the KCP for 2004 (‘Have we no shame?’)

prompted a number of responses, both verbal and written.  The
responses were divided in terms of positive and negative reactions to
the content of the column.  My first response is always to be grateful
that at least somebody is reading the column.  Secondly, if it helps
people to clarify and formulate their own personal view, whether it
agrees with mine or not, then I think the effort has been worthwhile.

There is always the age old criticism from some that ‘the matters
you treat are secular’ and have no place in a Church magazine.  This is
to me an irrelevant, and if I might say, out-dated view, of how the world
is.  My view, and that of many modern (and not so modern) theologians
is that creation is one, a whole, and from God’s viewpoint there is
nothing and nobody that is not worthy of inclusion in the kin-dom of
God except those people who deliberately and personally choose to
reject their membership. 

One article I read recently included the following reflection: 
Ministers immersed in the life of the church are especially prey

to the temptation of ecclesiolotry, the tendency to make an idol out
of the church.  At the root of this temptation is the failure to
distinguish between the church and the reign of God’s justice and
peace in the world.  The church is not the kingdom.  It is the graced
but sinful sign and instrument of the kingdom. (From “Church”,
Fall 2004)
In my experience, it is not only ministers in the Church who can fall

prey to this temptation.  Many people have a pre-conceived notion of
what properly belongs to the area of concern of the Church and Church
people and want then to set the same limits on those working for the
kin-dom.  Some politicians want to set the same limits and prevent
‘church leaders’ from speaking out on what they perceive to be ‘secular
political issues’ and therefore of no concern for the church.  For many
of us, these distinctions and dichotomies are arbitrary and false.

The bishops of the Second Vatican Council realized this when they
wrote in 1965:

The joy and hope, the grief and anguish of the men [sic.]of our
time, especially of those who are poor or afflicted in any way, are
the joy and hope, the grief and anguish of the followers of Christ as
well.  (Gaudium et Spes #1)
So, please keep reading The Profile and feel free to make your

responses known in relation to this column.  However, it would be
unrealistic to expect that the interests of this writer will become any
narrower in the near future.

Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies,
Photocopying, Laminating, Office Furniture,

Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
Machines - Sales & Service, Faxes, Printers,

Photocopiers, Cash Registers

MON - FRID 8AM-5PM, SAT 8AM-12NOON
26 Clementson Street

Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au

THE BOSS SHOP 

OFFICE NATIONAL BROOME

Phone: 9192 2354
Service: 9192 1730

Fax: 9192 2429
Service: 9193 5779

Photo: P. Sgherza
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Caritas Kimberley
By Fr Paul Boyers - Caritas Diocesan Director

Project Compassion, the major annual fundraising campaign for
Caritas, was launched in the Catholic parishes throughout Australia at
the beginning of Lent. The funds raised are directed towards
development and aid projects in the developing world.

All of us are encouraged to give to others to enable them to have the
basic resources for survival.  Project Compassion funds many
programs.  Access to fresh water, irrigation equipment, seeds, fishing
nets and the skills to be able to develop a better standard of living are
some areas of keen assistance.   The Appeal having been launched not
long after the Tsunami Appeal reminds us that the needs of so many
people are ongoing.

The theme of this year’s Appeal is "The Challenge is Poverty: The
Time is Now!". The opportunity is given to us to be able to make a
difference to someone's life. 

The person in the photo advertising this year’s appeal is Na Rin.
Only three years ago Caritas came to Na Rin's village in Cambodia
offering to help with a Community Integrated Development Program. A
lot has been achieved in Na Rin’s village over the last three years. A
road and a bridge have been built to make it easier for the farmers to get
their produce to the market. Hand pumps have been installed to allow
access to clean drinking water.    Extra wells have been put down along
with irrigation equipment to enable the farmers to grow another crop
besides rice each year. Because of your generosity in the past, sixty-
three families in Na Rin’s village have benefitted. More than 300
people's lives have been changed by your contributions.

Caritas Kimberley is grateful for your fundraising efforts.  More
importantly, so are those who have benefitted from your on-going
generosity.  You can be sure that the donation you make to Project
Compassion has a positive impact on peoples’ lives.

For further information contact Fr Paul Boyers on 08 9191 1227 or
the Caritas website on www.caritas.org.au.

Yesteryear...
I M A G E S  F R O M  O U R  P A S T

Dugout canoe made from Cadjeput Tree, handcarved and used for fishing

for turtle and transport near Kalumburu. Circa 1930.

The challenge is poverty: The time is NOW

Na Rin of Cambodia. Photo: S. Sprague
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Obituary
Brian John Singleton QC
Born: 16 November 1933

Entered Eternal Life: 6 February 2005

Drawn from the Eulogy delivered by Judge Kevin Hammond, and the
notes of Bishop Saunders

Brian John Singleton was the first of three children, the elder son
of Keith and Meg Singleton of Subiaco.  The family home was warm
and welcoming “a friendly place, the front door always open, the
kettle always on the boil”, said long time friend, Judge Kevin
Hammond.  

Brian was educated at Christian Brothers’ College Highgate and
then Aquinas College. Finally, he enrolled at St Thomas More
College, Crawley where he was one of the foundation students in
1955 and held Office as the first Student President.

After first considering a career in the Army, Brian turned his
attention to studying Law and very soon became interested in
Criminal Law as the area of practice in which he would one day
excel.  “His court craft was outstanding” said Judge Hammond “He
was a master when dealing with juries.  There are countless stories of
Brian in the Courts. But I can remember him very clearly in
Kalgoorlie …. referring back to his mother while addressing the jury
and then quoting his mother giving some homespun piece of advice.
However as he mentioned his mother he did in an aside state ‘She was
born and bred in Boulder’, and the jurors nodded understandingly.
His wit, not only in the courtroom but elsewhere was legendary”.

Brian was admitted to the independent Bar in 1973 and became a
Queen’s Counsel in 1986.  He was especially noted during his career
for his generous assistance to younger people in his profession who
surely benefitted from his ready advice and careful tuition.  

In Broome, a favourite town he visited so regularly that he was
regarded almost as a local, Brian became a recognised champion for
those who found themselves impossibly in trouble with the Law.  His
skills and counsel were appreciated by many people – both those in
the courtroom and those out of it.   A magistrate in Broome once
described him as “absolutely devastating in cross examination, with
a memory like a trap”.

Besides serving as
Honorary Legal Adviser
to the Broome Turf Club,
Brian took an ardent
interest in the people of
the town.  He is fondly
remembered for his
outrageous sense of
humour and despite his
bold insistence that “all
people are innocent until
proven broke”, the
number of times he gave
his services pro bono to
those in need is renowned.   

A man of great faith, Brian served God and Church in a devoted
manner.  He was a religious person who drew strength from the Mass
and readily admitted his reliance on prayer for sustenance and
strength.   His choice of the hymns for his funeral – Faith of Our
Fathers and Soul of my Saviour was indicative of his active Catholic
life. 

Brian is survived by his siblings Margaret and Keith, his wife Bev
and their children Christian, Adrienne, Megan, Peter and their
spouses and eight grandchildren.

Brian was buried from St Mary’s Cathedral in Perth with a huge
crowd of mourners in attendance.   A requiem Mass was celebrated
by Bishop Christopher Saunders of Broome and five other priest
friends.  Bishop Saunders said of Brian, “He was particularly notable
for his loyalty and his lasting ability to maintain friendships with
many people no matter their background.  As a man of character he
stood above the crowd but he never looked down on anyone”. 
— MAY HE REST IN PEACE.

Vatican Dossier

Vatican City — (Zenit. Org) 

During his protracted illness  Pope John Paul
stated his commitment to be of "service to the
unity of the Church." 

After recalling the risen Jesus' words to Peter
"Feed my sheep," the Pope said: "I feel this
invitation of Jesus particularly alive in my spirit,
when I contemplate the Eucharistic mystery." 

"The Eucharist is the source from which
communion among the members of the Mystical
Body of Christ, always draws new vigor," he
clarified. 

"It is in this perspective that the peculiar task
entrusted to Peter and his successors becomes
fully evident: the Petrine ministry is essentially
service to the unity of the Church." 

"'You are Peter, and upon this rock I will
build my Church,'" he affirmed, quoting
Matthew 16:18. 

"This promise of the Lord is echoed in his
other comforting words: 'I have prayed for you
[Simon], that your faith may not fail; and when
you have turned again, strengthen your
brethren,'" he added. 

Pope Recalls Words of Christ: “Feed My Sheep”
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“Deaflympics”-
Great time! 
MANY DIFFERENT COUNTRIES & CULTURES

By Yves Cox

In January 2005 I flew to Melbourne for the “Deaflympics.” Deaf
people from all over the world and Australia were participating. It was the
first time the Deaflympics were to be held in Australia.

I caught the ‘Skybus’straight to the city from the airport and then caught
a taxi to a nice area near the city called South Bank where I was to stay. The
taxi driver was very friendly and told me he was from Africa but now lives
in Melbourne and loves it. He was very interested in my deaf culture. 

When we went up to our apartment on the 24th floor (after learning to
use the special remote control for the front doors and lifts) I was introduced
to lots of deaf people who were also staying at the apartment. It was very
exciting to meet so many deaf people.

Next day we all went to see the city and the tallest building in Australia,
called the ‘Rialto Tower.’We went up in a lift, the top floor has shops and a
café and fantastic views.

All my flatmates were good to me and helped me find my way around
Melbourne and took me to a place where there were lots of deaf people
gathered. At first I was excited and nervous and also a bit lonely, but I tried
to be confident and friendly and I introduced myself to the deaf people there
and I started to make friends. 

There are many people in Melbourne, 3.6 million! I did some great
shopping in Melbourne and bought lots of DVDs and clothes. Melbourne is
a nice place to visit but I would not like to live there as there are too many
people and it smells so different from Broome, probably due to the pollution
from the cars. Mostly the people were very friendly.

I watched the Track and Field events at Olympic Park but I didn’t get to

the other sport venues. The opening ceremony was great. There were lots of
people in the procession and fantastic fireworks. My friend/mentor Danielle
Shaw carried the torch representing Western Australia. I was so proud of her.

Being in Melbourne was the best time of my life. I loved going out
socialising and meeting all the deaf people – I now have about 20 new
friends.

I am grateful to The Catholic Diocese of Broome and Bishop
Christopher Saunders and the Kimberley Association for the Deaf and Hard
of Hearing and President Danielle Shaw for financially supporting me on
my journey. Going to Melbourne gave me a great opportunity to make new
friends, improve my Auslan (Australia Sign Language) and have a new and
broader outlook on life and to be proud of my deaf culture and of deaf
people’s achievements.

University of Notre Dame
Australia - Broome Campus 

A New Year at
Notre Dame

Notre Dame Broome Campus is enjoying a good enrolment of
students for the start of the academic year, filling all its required
allotment of Government supported places.  There is of course always
room for more students.  Students have begun lectures in the degree
courses for Nursing and Education and the VET Certificate courses
have already had their first Block Study experience on Campus for the
year.  The Tertiary Enabling Program also has a good complement of
students preparing themselves for entry into a tertiary course. 

Yves with new friends - Yves (l), Karla from  Brisbane (Deaf), Tony from France

(Deaf), Andrea from Germany (Hearing interpreter).

New students were welcomed to Notre Dame at a pancake breakfast. Pictured are

Pancake specialist, Gavin Greaves, Campus Director, Nursing students Damaris

Yates and Katie Corkill and Sadie Prendergast an Education student. 

Photo: Sr J O’Brien

Lent began on campus with the blessing and distribution of ashes. Pictured from

left: Calista Parfitt a VET student from Busselton, Gavin Greaves, Campus

Director and Fr Kevin McKelson, Campus Chaplain. 

Photo: Sr J O’Brien



Tsunami Appeal — For Caritas • Tsunami Appeal — For Caritas • 

1 0 •  K I M B E R L E Y  C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E  •  M A R C H  2 0 0 5

The Boxing Day Tsunami left an indelible mark of destruction upon
the world.  History has recorded the countless deaths, injuries,
homelessness and the obliteration of infrastructure.  These are the key
factors left in the wake of those terrifying waves caught so amply on
cameras for the rest of the world to view.  Aceh in Indonesia, the
coastlines of Sri Lanka, Southern India, and Southern Thailand were
immediately thrown into the grip of crises – deep crises.  The world that
viewed the disaster unfold on the television screen responded
generously.  And so too the Kimberley.

January is a quiet month in the North but despite the lethargy that
accompanies the summer heat, people went to extremes to raise cash for
the Aid effort.

One such effort is worthy of a special mention – the Caritas
Kimberley Tsunami Appeal.

The parishes of the Diocese of Broome held special collections and
fundraising events – all of which were very successful.  In Broome, the
Roebuck Hotel led the way with a very special event to raise funds for
Caritas.  Proprietor, Brian Coppin contacted Bishop Saunders and said
how concerned he was about this enormous human tragedy.  With
Manager, Mike Windle, they planned a concert evening with well-
known celebrities Russell Gilbert and Plucka Duck in attendance.
Auctions and donations raised in excess of thirty six thousand dollars the

first night.  On the Sunday evening another auction took place and by
the Wednesday the Hotel was able to present the Bishop with a cheque
for $50,000 for Caritas.

But the generosity was not to end there.  Singers Babe Ruth, Jet Girl
and Manager, Stewart Wright, set about a concert on Tour. Fundraising
evenings were held in Wyndham, Kununurra, Fitzroy Crossing, Derby,
Karratha and South Hedland.  Plucka Duck went along in support and
raised a few feathers when he rode a scooter through the local shopping
centre in Kununurra.  The scooter was a donation from Lugger Scooter
Hire and the Bowell Team and all proceeds from the raffle of the scooter

Kimberley Opens its Heart

For the People
A specially written song by Broome musician, Babe Ruth.

This one is for the people  - that need our help.

This one is for the people – that just got caught out.

This one is for the people – whose lives have changed

and we want to give them something 

just to ease their pain.

I felt a tear fall from my eye,

As I watched the tsunami wave take so many lives

It has caused so much pain 

Left many without hope,

and without their family name.

The tidal wave kept on rolling though.  

The water just kept on coming in.

Nowhere to run 

Nowhere to hide.  

Just the Tsunami tide coming in.

Right there behind.

All proceeds from the sale of the CD are forwarded to Caritas

Australia for the Tsunami Appeal.  The CD can be ordered on

www.tsunamiappeal2005.com.au

Workers begin the enormous task of rebuilding after the tsunami. Photo: Cartitas.

went to Caritas Kimberley.  Bishop Saunders spoke at each gathering in
the East Kimberley and said how grateful he was to see the Kimberley
open its heart to those in need.

A song written by Babe Ruth (O’Dwyer) and friends about the
tsunami, is entitled This One is for the People and is available from
www.tsunamiappeal2005.com.au

Our thanks to everyone who contributed to the Caritas Kimberley
Tsunami Appeal.  Special thanks to all at the Roebuck Hotel, the many
sponsors and the team – Stewart, Plucka Duck, Babe Ruth and duo Jet
Girl who worked tirelessly to see to it that money was raised For the
People who needed it.

Tsunami Appeal — For Caritas
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Even children are helping in the enormous cleanup effort. Photo: Caritas.

Plucka Duck on the scooter that was raffled to raise funds for the tsunami appeal.
Below: The tsunami fundraiser concert in full swing at the Wyndham Port Hotel

(l) Babe Ruth, Simmo, and duet Jet Girl.

A woman searches through the rubble for her possessions. Photo: Caritas

 



One of the many highlights was a three day journey to Mount Sinai
in Egypt with a group of priests from El Salvador.   This is the place
Moses received the Ten Commandments from God. We commenced
our journey up the mountain at 1.30am with a young Bedouin as our
guide. After three and half hours we were feeling very exhausted and
annoyed by the hawkers who kept offering camel rides to assist us on
our journey upwards.  It was freezing cold at the peak and enterprising
peddlers now offered blankets for rent at negotiable prices.

After witnessing a splendid sunrise we celebrated the Eucharist.
On the way down we were all surprised to find how far we had travelled
and how steep were the last several hundred metres.  Some priests
commented that the spiritual life was something like this experience.
For example, in the spiritual journey one needs a guide, to progress one
step at a time, with the assistance of others while trusting in God.

Living as a guest with an international group of priests and
seminarians from eleven different countries at the House of Mamre on
Mount of the Scandal was a real treat. To the west across the Kidron
Valley we had a panoramic view of the old city of Jerusalem; the Dome
of the Rock was clearly visible and just to the north was the Mount of
Olives.

Surrounded by all these biblical sites stimulated the imagination. I
wondered what it would have been like 2000 years ago at the time of
Jesus.  For example, Jesus going down the Mount of Olives and
entering Jerusalem on a donkey while the crowds welcomed him and
laid cloaks and branches in his path; also his ascension into heaven took
place at the Mount of Olives.

Sometimes, I joined the seminarians for an archeological excursion
with a Franciscan professor. The 20 minute walk to the Franciscan
Centre led us through the Arab suburb of Ras Al Amud, past the local
mosque, the Jewish cemetery, the Tomb of Absolom, the Garden of
Gethsemani, through St Steven’s Gate and finally to the Centre on the
Via Dolorosa (Way of the Cross). It was fascinating listening to the
professor describe the history of the biblical sites, how each new
conqueror built a mosque or church on the ruins of other religious
symbols.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S FINEST JEWELLERY

BROOME PEARLS

ARGYLE DIAMONDS

KALGOORLIE GOLD

DAMPIER TCE, BROOME

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6725
TEL: (08) 9192 2430  FAX: (08) 9193 5280
EMAIL: linneysbroome@bigpond.com

Pilgrimage to Jerusalem
Fr Joseph Pelle, Administrator at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral Broome, recently spent some time in the Holy Land.  Here is a brief extract of his

travels in this fascinating part of the world. 

Chatting with Bedouin a few kilometres from Mount Sinai. 

Fr Joseph photographed at the old city of Jerusalem – taken from the Mount of

the Scandal.
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There have been several changes in the leadership of Catholic
schools in the Kimberley.  Five new principals have been appointed to
the following schools.    

CAROL GEURTS – ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, KUNUNURRA  

Carol joins the St Joseph’s
School Kununurra community
from Star of the Sea Catholic
Primary School in Rocking-
ham where she held the
position of Assistant Principal.
Carol has more than 30 years
teaching and administration
experience in Victoria and
Western Australian Catholic
education systems.

PETER MALONEY  -  HOLY ROSARY SCHOOL, DERBY

Peter’s teaching experience ranges from working with students
from Year 4 to Year 12. Peter has been principal of parish primary
schools in the dioceses of Wagga Wagga and Melbourne and spent time
as an educational consultant for the Catholic Education Office of
Melbourne.  Last year he was on the teaching staff at Luurnpa Catholic
School, Balgo.

VIN RUSSELL – BIRLIRR NGAWIYIWU CATHOLIC SCHOOL, 

RINGER SOAK – YARUMAN

Vin is originally from Victoria, where he commenced teaching in
1970, and has taught in the Victorian State system for 10 years before
transferring to the Melbourne Archdiocese.  He has taught every level
from pre-primary to year 12.  The start of 2004 saw Vin and wife Prue
move to Ringer Soak, to the position of Acting Principal for the first
semester.  Vin was appointed to the position of Principal at the end of
2004.  

DAMIAN GEANEY – SACRED HEART SCHOOL, BEAGLE BAY

Damian was appoin-
ted Principal of Sacred
Heart School, Beagle Bay
in 2004. He is married to
Lynette and has three
sons, James (8), Matthew
(5) and Alexander (almost
4). This is Damian’s first
appointment as Principal.
He was Assistant Principal
at St. Paul’s Primary
School, Karratha. Prior to
this Damian and his
family lived and worked
in Perth.

STEVE EGGLETON –   WANALIRRI CATHOLIC SCHOOL, GIBB RIVER 

Steve Eggleton and his family moved from Alice Springs to Gibb
River Station to work at Wanalirri Catholic Primary School.  Steve has
over 20 years teaching and administration experience in Australia and
overseas.  He has spent the last 15 years working with remote
Aboriginal communities in Central Australia. 

NEW CEO STAFF

Joining the staff of the Catholic Education Office, Broome, this year
are John Sadler and Eileen Roe.  John takes on the position of Housing
Officer and Eileen, who started work in the office in 2004, takes up the
position of Administrative Assistant – Reception. 

Catholic Education Office

New Principals 2005

Carol Geurts.

Damian Geaney. 

Steve Eggleton.

Eileen Roe and John Sadler.

The “breaking of bread” – as the Eucharist

was called in earliest times – has always been

at the centre of the Church’s life.  Through it

Christ makes present within time the mystery

of his death and resurrection.

#3 – Apostolic Letter for the Year of the Eucharist

The Year of the Eucharist
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School News

Let us hear the Word of
God in our Parishes
Br Bernie Cooper, fsc

In the past eighteen months Kimberley Catholic Schools have been
working hard to make sure that all students can hear what is being said.
Many children suffer from conductive hearing loss (CHL).

Schools have been using sound field amplification systems that
make sure that what is being said can be heard. Schools have also tried
to reduce the background noise in classrooms by carpeting, hanging
curtains and having more
noticeboards.

Making sure that
hearing impaired people
can participate is a sign
of Christian witness
(Image: Jesus healing the
sick).

Many of our adult
members of the Parish
also have trouble
hearing. 

Having the Word of
God proclaimed so that
every one can hear it
clearly is very important
for good liturgy.

The parish of Balgo-
Kutjungka has recently installed a new sound amplification system in
the Parish Church. This high quality system has surround speakers. The
speakers are at the four corners of the church so that a hearing impaired
person can always hear from a speaker on their good ear.

Father (Mamangku) wears a radio microphone and we can all hear
him wherever he is in or outside of the church.

Those who are reading use a hand held cordless wangkapirri
(microphone) so they can be heard clearly. When we share our prayers
we pass the wangkapirri around. The music group has a hand held
wangkapirri so the singers can lead.

When the church
groups are meeting it is
important to sit in a
circle so that everyone
can see each other
speaking. The closer
together, the easier still
for hearing impaired
people to understand. It
would be good to
amplify the things being
said with a microphone.

Hearing and sharing
God’s message helps us
in building up God’s
presence in our
community. 

B a l g o

Father Matt is wired for sound. Photo: Br B Cooper

Cathy Lee tests out the new microphone. 

Photo: Br B Cooper

Exchange Group Meets
a Very Special Lady
By Vicki White — Cultural Exchange Coordinator

Sr Dolores Kirby FCJ recently celebrated her 90th birthday.  As
part of the celebrations she was presented with a gift of $3000 from
past students and parents of Genazzano FCJ College in Melbourne.  Sr
Dolores in true Christian and humanitarian spirit donated this gift to
the St Mary’s College Cultural Exchange Programme that has had up
to 224 participants since its inception 16 years ago.  Sr Dolores from

a very young age knew that she had much to give to others through her
calling to follow Christ. 

On their recent trip to Melbourne the St Mary’s exchange students
were privileged to meet Sr Dolores. They were struck by her warmth
and gentleness and her genuine desire to learn more about the Broome
group.

This donation from Sr Dolores has given the students the
opportunity to represent themselves as young indigenous ambassadors
of St Mary’s College to the wider community.  It has also offered them
a chance to broaden their views on education, business and career
opportunities.  The Cultural Exchange Programme enables students to
share and have a greater understanding of each other’s cultures and
social justice issues.

Leadership Award
The winner of the

2004 Bishop of
Broome Leadership
Award, Sharmal
Mason from St
Mary’s College 
receives her award
from Bishop
Christopher Saunders
at the award night
presentation
ceremony in Broome
in December. 

Sr Dolores Kirby with Broome Exchange students.

B r o o m e :  S t  M a r y ’ s  C o l l e g e  N e w s

Photo: A Hayden
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School News
B r o o m e :  S t  M a r y ’ s  C o l l e g e  N e w s

RE at SMC
By BK, REC

St. Mary’s College students and staff came together for Ash
Wednesday as a whole school on the 9th February.  Father Daniel
Chama and Father Jerry Prindiville concelebrated the Mass.  Many
parents joined us for this ceremony and had morning tea afterwards in
the library.

Fund raising for Project Compassion is well under way and already
the students have been busily collecting for the needy.  All money will
be distributed by Caritas
Australia, which is the
o f f i c i a l A i d a n d
Development Agency of
the Catholic Church.

Bishop Christopher
Saunders concelebrated
the Commissioning Mass
for St. Mary’s staff on
Saturday 12th February at
the Broome Cathedral.

T h e y e a r f o u r
children were enrolled for
t h e S a c r a m e n t o f
R e c o n c i l i a t i o n o n
February 19th during the
Parish Mass.

Student Council
Year 11 and 12 Student Representative Council members of St

Mary’s College in Broome receive a blessing from Father Daniel
Chama during an induction ceremony held at the College on
Wednesday 23 February 2004.  The Principal, Mr Tony Treacy,
reminded students of Jesus’ leadership through the service of others.  A
morning-tea followed the ceremony attended by parents, staff, the SRC
and Year 8 to 10 Homeroom Representatives.  

Justine Brown receives ashes on Ash Wednesday.

Photo: A Mitchell.

L to R:  Fr Daniel Chama, Mr Ian Hagen (Head of Senior School), Mr Tony Treacy

(Principal), Damon Howard, Daniel Jarvie, Carey Doven, Ebony Hill, Tara Morgan

and Cassandra Rahman. Photo: P Treacy.

Milkshake Mania
By:  Lesa-Maree Moro  

St Mary’s College Year 10 Food students have started their own
food catering company called SIC FOODS.  The first project SIC
FOODS has undertaken is to make delicious milkshakes to help raise
funds for Caritas Tsunami Appeal.  Over a two week period students
sold Strawberry and Chocolate milkshakes at lunchtime raising over
$150.  The Milkshake Mania campaign is only the first for the SIC
company that plans to deliver high quality food items to the students
of St Mary’s College.  The aim of this class project is to encourage
students to develop enterprising attitudes and initiatives as part of their
learning program.  Over the first semester students will be learning
about how to run a small business and develop their own ideas into a
class small business. 

Chess Competition
Jacky Brown — Chess Coordinator

Approximately sixty students participated in a ‘Knockout Chess
Competition’ at St Mary’s College in Term Four of last year and many
more were involved as spectators enjoying the competitive spirit.   The
final came down to an exciting play off between Callum Greechan and
Kieron Greechan (both form Year 9), with the overall winner being
Callum. He received a timber chess set as his prize.  There was a
‘participants prize’, where all the participants’ names were put into a
draw and one name was randomly selected. Teo Stade (Yr 8) was the
recipient of a glass chess set.

Photo: L Moro

Chess enthusiasts deep in concentration.
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School News
B i l l i l u n a

Cultural Induction Day
By Lynette Buchanan

A busy school year has started in Kururrungku.  We welcome two
new teachers, Sandra Smith and David Finkle.

In week three, teachers at the three schools in the Kutjunka region,
Luurnpa, John Putjujanka and Kururrungku, as well as other new
community staff gathered together in Balgo for a ‘Cultural Induction’
day.  Community members welcomed new people and those who had
been before, into the three communities.  Members of their respective
communities decided on skin names for any newcomers. Stories were
told of how the individual communities were started. Community
artists explained their paintings, which are rich in the history and
culture of the land and the people.

It was a great day with new friendships made and old acquaintances
renewed.  The staff of Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre wish to
thank all the community members who worked together to put on such
a great welcoming and we would like to wish all the schools in the
Kimberley Region a successful year.

Marie Mudgedell. Photo: P Holden.

Eubena and Mena Baadjo. Photo: P Holden.

Fun in the library 
Father Mark Connolly, from Queen of Apostles Parish in Wyndham

joins children from St Joseph’s School who are working on activities in
the school library. 

W y n d h a m

Photo: M Farrell.

Ash Wednesday
Marjorie Hunter applies Ash to

Richard Birch during the Ash
Wednesday Mass at St Joseph’s
School.

W a r m u n

Evening of Sport
By Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ

Parents and families of Ngalangangpum School, Warmun, were invited
to an evening of sport to meet the new staff members of the school. The
grassed oval and a gentle breeze provided an almost ideal setting.
Volleyball created great hilarity among those with energy and lawn

bowls
provided for
those
interested in
a quieter
activity. By
sunset a
crowd had
gathered to
conclude the
activities
with a BBQ
meal.

Photo: M Farrell.

Volleyball participants, Peter Bridge, Andrew McGaw, Dallas

Purdie, Craig Atwell & David Atwell get plenty of exercise.

Photo: J O'Connor.
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Parish News
L a  G r a n g e — B i d y a d a n g aB r o o m e

Pancakes for Caritas
Everyone was welcome at the Shrove Tuesday celebration at the

Father Nicholas Emo Centre in Broome. Br Berkeley Fitzhardinge CFC
and Sandra Brogden enjoy the pancakes. Jenny Craig was not on the
invitation list!

Farewell to Japulu
Patrick
By Sr Robyn McNamara

The people of Bidyadanga worked together to farewell their parish
priest, Fr. Patrick De Silva, after seven years of dedicated ministry in
their midst. 

The celebration began with Mass where some of the Church
Leaders and young children, in traditional dress, led Japulu in
procession into the
Church.  The choir led the
congregation in praying
the Missa Kimberley.
Before the dismissal
everyone raised their
hands over Fr. Patrick and
sang the blessing song in
both English and
language.

After Mass the whole
Community was invited
to a BBQ carefully
prepared by the women
and John Hopika who
donated and cooked the
meat.   As the sun dropped
down over the horizon,
Frankie Shovellor and his
skilled band entertained
the gathering with music
and invited those who
wished to join in the
singing and dancing. 

Carols by Campfire
By Sr Robyn McNamara

On Christmas Eve at Bidyadanga, a small number of people
gathered at Bilami Hill near the beach for Carols by Campfire.  The
singing of Christmas Carols in both English and Language was a very
moving experience. Bollards for

Beagle Bay
Hundreds of new bollards at

Beagle Bay surround the Sacred
Heart Church to protect the
restored building and its
foundations from disturbance
caused by vehicles travelling
nearby.  There is a designated area
to the side of the church for
visitors vehicles. 

B e a g l e  B a y

Photo: A Hayden.

D e r b y

Shrove Tuesday Luncheon 
Derby Parish Priest, Fr Paul Boyers, together with Agnes Klepacki

and Janet Alviisse enjoy Shrove Tuesday celebrations in Derby.

Photo: J Muirhead, Kimberley Times

Photo: Sr R McNamara.

Photo: CAS
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PLEASE REMEMBER 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
OF THE KIMBERLEY IN
YOUR WILL

A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome
for the religious, educational and charitable works of
the Church allows funds to be applied 
where the need is greatest.

Please mail coupon to:
The Finance Officer, Diocese of Broome, 

PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Telephone: (08) 9192 1060 or Fax: (08) 9192 2136

ABN 37 040 099 127

❑ I would like more information about remembering the
Church in my will.

❑ I have already included the Church in my will and
wish to have this noted.

❑ I would like to be contacted for a confidential talk
about my will, or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay Conservation 
& Restoration
Appeal
Please make donations payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF
AUSTRALIA (WA)
and post to: 
The Sacred Heart Church Beagle
Bay Conservation and 
Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

MY DONATION

❑ $ 25       ❑ $ 50     ❑ $ 100      ❑ Other
My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed.
OR
❑ Mastercard     ❑ Visa     ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑
________________________________________________________

Expiry Date Signature

Name: ________________________________________________
Postal Address: ______________________________________
________________________________________________________

Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. 
Receipts will be issued.

Photo: CAS.

O R D E R  F O R M

KIMBERLEY CHURCH LOGO CAPS
Please send me ____ caps @
$12.00 (inclusive of postage and
GST) 
(Please indicate number  and
type of cap required).

❏ Black cap with red trim
❏ Cream cap with black peak
❏ Plain dark blue (no trim)
and 
❏ Plain black (no trim)

Cheque for $__________  enclosed.

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Telephone : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Please forward this form to : The Diocese of Broome
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725 Ph: (08) 9192 1060 Fax: (08) 9192 2136 

The caps are also available from the Diocesan Office at 9 Louis Street, Broome and

are supplied by Pat and Pauline Credlin, Kimberley Embroidery Company, PO Box

993, Broome WA 6725. Tel: (08) 9192 7885 Fax: (08) 9192 8706

ST. PERPETUA and
ST. FELICITY
Feastday: 7 March 

Perpetua lived in Carthage, North Africa,
in the third century. It was the time of the
fierce persecution of Christians by Emperor
Septimus Severus. 

Twenty-two-year-old Perpetua was the daughter of a rich
nobleman. While growing up, she had received everything she
wanted. But she realized that she loved Jesus and her Christian
faith more than anything the world could offer. For this she found
herself a prisoner on the way to execution. 

Perpetua's father was a pagan. He did everything possible to
persuade his daughter to give up her Christian faith. He tried to
convince her of the importance of saving her life. But the woman
would not give in, even though she knew that she would have to
leave behind her husband and baby. 

Felicity, Perpetua's Christian maid, had been a slave. She and
Perpetua were great friends. They shared their belief in and love
for Jesus. Felicity, too, was willing to sacrifice her life for Jesus
and for her faith. For this she also found herself a prisoner on the
way to execution. 

Felicity was also a young wife. While in prison for her faith,
she became a mother as well. Her little baby was adopted by a
good Christian woman. Felicity was happy because now she could
die a martyr. 

Hand in hand Perpetua and Felicity bravely faced martyrdom
together. They were charged by wild animals and then beheaded.
They died around the year 202.

The martyrs were so faithful to Christ that they made great
sacrifices. They even gave up their lives for him. Let us ask
Perpetua and Felicity to help us make cheerfully the little
sacrifices that come our way.

Saint News



2 0 •  K I M B E R L E Y  C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E  •  M A R C H  2 0 0 5

At the end of last year the Short Street Gallery in Broome organized an exhibition of work by the Bidyadanga artists at the Mary Place Gallery in Paddington Sydney.

The exhibition was called Desert to Saltwater and included work by artists  L-R  Jan Billycan, Alma Webou, Bertha Linty (sitting), Daniel Walbidi, Margaret Baragurra,

Weaver Jack (sitting), Sally (Liki) Nannii, Mary Meribida and Donald Moko. Photo: E Hutchinson.

Did you know that you can make music using balloons?  Well you can and the

Year One Class at Ngalangangpum School, Warmun happily made loud and

different sounds with their colourful  balloons. (l to r) Michael Malgil, Emmy-

Lou Mosquito, Hanneke Thomas, Damian Nungatcha and Taleah Smith.

Photo: Y Elliott.

Shrove Tuesday, the day before Lent began on Ash Wednesday, was a time for

fundraising for Caritas.  Pancakes were the order of the day in Wyndham.

Timon Ross, Terry Birch, Richard Birch, Jnr Barry Bradshaw, Kurt Barnes from

St Joseph School, Wyndham are all smiles as they enjoy pancakes at recess.

Photo: M Farrell  

focus

Bishop Christopher Saunders holds the cheque for $50,000 raised in the 2005

Tsunami Appeal organized by the Roebuck Bay Hotel .  With him are Sos

Johnston (l) and Mike Windle (r).  (Kneeling l-r)   Lisa Sennett, Ruth O’Dwyer

and Tahnee Carrie.  Ruth wrote the song “For the People” on the CD that was

sold to raise funds for the appeal.

Brodie Albert

receives ashes

along with all the

other children

from St Mary’s

College on Ash

Wednesday.

Photo: A Mitchell


