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Editorial

Local Government –
Always at your service ?
The recent Shire elections in the Kimberley gave rise to an
extremely poor voter turn-out. According to some pundits the blame
lies with the apathy of the public to such civic duties. In Broome only
14.5% of eligible electors exercised their right to vote on the day. In
Derby the percentage was slightly higher at 19.44%. Equally there is
reason for alarm regarding voter participation in the other two Shires
that constitute the East Kimberley.
The third level of Government in Australia, that is Local
Government, is often vastly underestimated in its importance in the
lives of citizens. Gough Whitlam, in his hey-day, had the idea of
abolishing the second level of Government, the State Governments,
and elevating the Councils to a greater importance. His idea was to
reduce tiers of authority while encouraging effective government at a
grass roots level.
Development issues, town planning and town planning processes
are rightly in the hands of Shires and municipalities although not
exclusively. For many people this is the level of government “where
things get done”. It is also the level of government where sometimes
people “get done” and where “insider trading” is reportedly at its
worst. For instance it has been know that essential resources are in the
hands of knowing councillors long before they are needed by
contracted authorities. Discovering who has a vested interest in a
particular development item may be just as hard as finding out who has
not. Secrecy at local government level is unfortunately one of its
hallmarks and efforts to communicate with electors is not a well
trodden path. In very many instances citizens find a mere proposal has
become a reality with little opportunity given for community input.
Citizens can be excused for thinking on occasions that they are victims
of local government rather than being people who are properly served
by it.
The question remains, how do you increase voter participation at
the local level? One solution may be to make voting compulsory, as it
is in State and Federal elections. While some people have a natural
aversion to compulsory voting, its introduction may be a fruitful
answer to what has been described as “voter apathy”. But is the
absence of voters on Election Day a matter of mere “apathy”? This
labelling of obvious absenteeism may really be another case of simply
blaming the victims when the real cause of a lack of participation may
be the unattractive traits of local government.
Studies around Australia have shown that Councillors who are
motivated to serve the community without the benefit of personal gain
all too often find themselves side-lined and isolated by a cartel of less
altruistic councillors. There have been many instances where highly
motivated and generously spirited councillors have found themselves
participating in a system of government that is careless about
community needs and obsessive about development and wealth.
It is becoming more obvious that there is a need to introduce a
voting system which will ensure participation of all citizens embracing
all those who have needs, even the powerless and marginalized.
The selection of good candidates for Council will be better
assisted if sitting fees are replaced by a reasonable stipend to
acknowledge the many hours of work Councillors are called to do in
the name of good governance. The accountability of Councillors to
the public will be better ensured by including local government
elections in the compulsory regime of voter responsibility. To let the
present system continue with its lack of public participation is a
testimony to shameful apathy among legislators.

Vale
Fr Ted
Kennedy
Born: 27 January 1931
Entered Eternal Life: 17 May 2005
We record with sadness the
death on 17th of May of Fr Ted
Kennedy in Sydney. For many
years, Fr Ted was parish priest of
Fr Ted Kennedy at ANTaR 'Sea of
the Redfern Catholic parish. The
Hands' celebration, Redfern
story of Fr Ted, Mum Shirl and
Park, October 2002.
their many helpers is one of
Photo: Catherine De Lorenzo
outstanding commitment to
ministering to Aboriginal people.
Writing for Online Catholics, Bishop Saunders of Broome
reflected on the life of Father Ted Kennedy whom he knew from
student days in the early nineteen seventies “Ted Kennedy was a
special person who possessed a uniqueness that set him apart from
others. Indeed this was the only possession evident in his life, a life
of sacrifice and witness and principle. He was a man who plainly
lived his commitment to social justice. He did this not so that
others might admire him but because his love for the marginalised
in a materialist world expelled any other appetite that could tempt
him to self indulgence. The poor, the downtrodden and the
oppressed will speak this remarkable priest's name in wonder and
gratitude. For the rest of us, the light of his life will urge us on to
serve Christ in a more authentic manner.” May he rest in peace.
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Briefly Speaking
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● Br Jim Carroll is a Christian
Brother from Iona College, the
University run by the Brothers
in New York. He has been
teaching American History at
The University of Notre Dame
Australia in Fremantle while
researching education offered to
Indigenous children in Australia
and New Zealand prior to 1950.
He will use his findings as a
comparison
with
mission
schools in the USA and Canada.
While in Broome recently Br
Carroll spent time at the
Diocesan Archives.

Photo: Fr Mark Connolly
● Fr Patrick De Silva (front, centre) recently hosted a meeting in
Kununurra of the Diocesan Directors of Clergy Life and Ministry from
SA and WA. Pictured here, during a visit to Wyndham, are (back row) Fr
Michael Morrissey (Geraldton diocese), Fr Peter Brock (National Office,
Canberra), Mgr Ian Dempsey (Adelaide); front row Fr Adrian Noonan
(Port Pirie), Fr Patrick De Silva (Broome), and Fr Peter Bianchini (Perth).

● At the tomb of Blessed Mary MacKillop in North Sydney a special
missioning ceremony took place in May. Sr Frances Maguire, who spent
six years at the Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre near Warmun in the East
Kimberley, was commissioned for her new work by a small group of
Sisters and friends. Bishop Christopher Saunders was also able to attend
the gathering. Sr Frances has embarked on a new assignment. She is off
to Peru in South America to work with other Josephite Sisters among the
poor and marginalised. We wish her God’s special blessings for her work.
● Members of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Ecumenical Council (NATSIEC) were recent visitors to Broome. Their
visit was to promote the gathering planned for Alice Springs next year to
celebrate the 20th anniversary of Pope John Paul II's visit and his address
to Aboriginal people. Amongst the group was Ms Vicki Walker (below),
former NATSICC Chairperson and
long-time Coordinator of the
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry in the
Archdiocese of Melbourne. Vicki is
currently Vice-Chair of the National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Catholic Council, a
member of Reconciliation Victoria,
a member of the Indigenous
Reference Group of Caritas
Australia and a member of the
Darebin Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Community Council. She
was named Citizen of the Year for
the City of Darebin in 2005.
Photo: J O’Brien

● Local Shire elections in the Kimberley [See the Editorial] were held
on the first Saturday in May. We congratulate all the successful
candidates and wish them well in their important duty to serve their
respective communities. Thanks is also offered to those who have
completed their terms as Councillors.

Photo: A Hayden
● Bishop Emeritus John Jobst has been visiting the Kimberley where he
was Bishop for thirty six years. During his brief time on vacation from
his home in Austria the Bishop caught up with people in Broome. He was
Principal Celebrant at the Mass for Pentecost and guest of honour at a
parish reception. The Bishop was also able to go to Beagle Bay where he
had first worked as a young priest in 1951.
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Catholic Mission
By Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

Darwin Aboriginal Madonna journeys to France
Catholic Mission National Director Father Terry Bell has taken a
copy of a painting of the Darwin Aboriginal Madonna to Lyon in
France as part of celebrations to mark the restoration of the home of the
founder of the Society of the Propagation of the Faith, Pauline Jaricot.
The Propagation of the Faith – also known as ‘partnering local
churches and communities’ – is one of three societies administered by
Catholic Mission.
The Society of the Propagation of the Faith is the
Church’s chief tool of support
for the day-to-day running of
young churches and offers
practical assistance to communities with the greatest
needs.
The annual Propagation of
the Faith Appeal is currently
being held in parishes across
Australia until September.
Each May Father Terry
attends a meeting of about 130
National Directors of Catholic
Mission (known internationally
as the Pontifical Mission
A copy of the Darwin Aboriginal Madonna
Societies), usually in Rome.
This year the Directors met painting will hang in the restored house of
in Lyon so they could take part
Pauline Jaricot.
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in the inauguration of the venerable Pauline Jaricot’s house on 5 May.
Lorette, which Pauline bought in 1832 and named after the famous
Marian shrine in Italy, has been restored over the past two years and
will become a place of pilgrimage.
Each National Director will bring a
representation of Mary to the house and
Father Terry chose an image of an oil
painting of the Darwin Aboriginal
Madonna because of its unique Australian
character. The original painting of the
Virgin Mary and Child as Australian
indigenous people hangs in St Mary’s
Cathedral in Darwin.
Ironically the painting, completed in
the 1960s, was done by a French artist, M.
Karel Kupka, of Paris.
The Venerable Pauline-Marie
The Directors will also visit Pauline
Jaricot (1799–1862), founder Jaricot’s tomb at the inner-city Church of
Saint-Nizier, in the neighbourhood where
of the Society of the
she grew up and attended Mass.
Propagation of the Faith.
“The restoration will raise awareness
of Pauline Jaricot, which is a good thing because we want her to be
canonised,” Father Terry said. “The striking thing about her is that she
was a girl of 16 when she started Propagation of the Faith. As a teenager
she saw the need then found a way to address that need.”
Father Terry will also visit the town of Ars, the home of St John
Vianney, the patron saint of Parish Priests.

Vatican Dossier
Pope Re-commits to
Peace and Human Rights
VATICAN CITY (Zenit.org).
Pope Benedict XVI confirmed his
commit-ment to peace and the defense
of fundamental human rights, in an
address to the Diplomatic Corps
accredited to the Holy See.
Speaking to ambas-sadors from
the 174 countries that have full
diplomatic relations with the Holy
See, the new Pope confirmed the
commitments he made in his first
Pope Benedict XVI
message to the world, read in the
Sistine Chapel on April 20, the day after his election.
The Holy Father said he regards the issues of peace and human rights
as particularly important because of his experience as a youth in
Germany, where he was a victim of Nazi oppression, and witness of the
division caused by communism.
"You will understand, therefore, that I am particularly sensitive to
dialogue among all men, to overcome all forms of conflict and tension,
and to make our world a world of peace and fraternity," he stated,
speaking in French.
Benedict XVI proposed that "Christian communities, leaders of
nations, diplomats, and all men of good will" unite their efforts "to realize
a peaceful society" and "to overcome the temptation of the clash between
cultures, ethnic groups and different worlds."
To achieve this objective, the Successor of Peter said that "every
nation must draw from its spiritual and cultural heritage the best values
of which it is bearer, to go out without fear, to meet the other, ready to
share its spiritual and material riches for the good of all."
The Holy Father assured his listeners that the Church will "not cease
to proclaim and defend fundamental human rights, unfortunately still
violated in different parts of the world."
Likewise, Benedict XVI emphasized that the Church would work "so
that the rights of every human person will be recognized to life, food,
work, health care, protection of the family, the promotion of social
development, and respect of the dignity of man and woman, created in
the image of God."
"You may be sure that the Church will continue to offer her
collaboration to safeguard the dignity of every man and to serve the
common good, in the framework and with the means proper to her," he
stated.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S FINEST JEWELLERY
BROOME PEARLS
ARGYLE DIAMONDS
KALGOORLIE GOLD

DAMPIER TCE, BROOME
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6725
TEL: (08) 9192 2430 FAX: (08) 9193 5280
EMAIL: linneysbroome@bigpond.com

Viewpoint
By Bishop Christopher Saunders

A Young Church
– Alive in Christ
World Youth Day is a celebration for young people, an
opportunity to rally together bridging the cultural and linguistic
divide, discovering commonalities united in Christ and hopeful for
the future.
Because of these wonderful aspects of World Youth Day
successive Popes have encouraged nations from every continent to
participate. The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference has been
active in animating youth to attend as has the National Aboriginal
& Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council (NATSICC). In this
particular Diocese I have especially asked that parishes nominate
at least two delegates each and support them in their quest to attend
the gathering in Cologne this year. Happily, most parishes have
worked hard to see this happen. It is strikingly noticeable that the
more authentically active a parish is the greater the participation in
the World Youth event. I am sure it is no coincidence.
Today’s Church in the Kimberley is something of a youthful
celebration itself. Many Catholics are only first or second
generation Christians so that the Church in the Broome Diocese is
indeed a remarkably young institution. Demographically, the
majority of our faithful are what you would call young. And quite
obviously they are continually searching for a vibrant faith
experience that will sustain them in a materialistic and facile
world.
In this context it is necessary that our parishes reflect an
energetic and enthusiastic attitude towards preaching and living
out the Gospel values. The place of traditional devotional
practices in each location needs to be examined closely. Our
commitment to the Christian life ought to be plainly demonstrable.
Long gone are the days when any one in ministry can sit with
impunity, waiting for people to arrive at their doorstep. Over and
done with are the expectations of parents that they can leave the
matter of faith education solely to the Catholic school. Programs
for useful formation in faith for our adult Christians are
unquestionably essential. A merely passive presence of the Church
within any community is a tiresome model of a faith reminiscent
of “old wine skins” and a redundant theology.
Next year, I wish to initiate a General Assembly of the
Diocese. The details of which we will work on this year. I am
hopeful that there will be a substantial representation from each
parish and each institution within parishes. The object of the
exercise will be to achieve a sound sense of solidarity in faith.
Without a significant presence of youth at the two or three day
event our assembly will be incomplete and impoverished.
Quite obviously the time to prepare is now. It is my hope that
our young church will be capable of positive self analysis,
determined to capture an enthusiasm for ‘the good news’ and
readily committed to be alive in Christ.
J U LY 2 0 0 5 • K I M B E R L E Y C O M M U N I T Y P R O F I L E •
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From the office of
Justice, Ecology & Peace

Saint News
SAINT THOMAS
MORE
Martyr (1480-1535)
Saint Thomas More, born
in 1480, was the precocious
and amiable son of an English
magistrate. Well educated and
brilliant, he was placed at the age
of fifteen in the household of the
Archbishop of Canterbury. He soon
attracted the Archbishop’s attention and was sent by him to study
at Oxford. He debated for a long time as to whether he should
become a priest, but decided otherwise.
Saint Thomas was married twice. His first wife died after
bearing four children, three daughters and a son.
In 1530 when the order was issued to the clergy to
acknowledge King Henry VII I as “Supreme Head of the Church,
insofar as the law of God would permit,” Saint Thomas
immediately resigned as Lord Chancellor of England, a position he
had served well.
His resignation was not accepted. Two years later, in May
1532, after he had lost the royal favor on several counts for his
reticence concerning the king’s divorce, his non-attendance at the
king’s illegal marriage, and his formal non-recognition of any
future children of Henry and Anne Bolyn as rightful heirs to the
throne — he was permitted to retire.
When the king decided to require of the laity, as well as of the
clergy, the oath supporting his alleged “supremacy,” he wanted to
obtain first of all the signature of Thomas More, to make of him an
example. The Saint declined to sign the oath and thereby brought
upon himself a sentence of incarceration in the Tower of London,
and a short time afterwards, of death. He was beheaded in 1535.
Saint Thomas while in retirement continued to write a number
of religious treatises of great value, including an unfinished one on
the Passion. He was beatified by Pope Leo XIII and canonized by
Pius XI in 1935, with Cardinal John Fisher, who was martyred like
himself in the same year and for the same reasons.
Source: The Catholic Encyclopedia, edited by C. G. Herbermann with
numerous collaborators (Appleton Company: New York, 1908).

THE BOSS SHOP
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Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
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Service: 9192 1730
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Fax: 9192 2429
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Service: 9193 5779
26 Clementson Street
Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au
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By Br Shane Wood cfc

Where have all the
bridge walkers gone?
Last month we completed another national Reconciliation Week,
which began on 26th of May and ended on the 3rd of June. Once again,
the Indigenous people have taken an initiative to move this matter
forward. They renamed Sorry Day as the Day of Healing. It aims to
widen the scope of the Day to encompass the healing needed among the
stolen generations, in the wider Aboriginal community and in the nonIndigenous community, and to emphasise the inter-linking of all of
these.
While this means that the day itself is taking on a more positive
tone, there are still tensions within the wider Australian community
around the issues encompassed in the notion of reconciliation. The CoChair of Reconciliation Australia, Fred Chaney, spoke in 2004 about
the place of a Treaty in the whole scheme of the reconciliation process,
and in particular its place in the overall health profile of Aboriginal
people.
He made the point that there are probably more practical things that
could be done to improve the health of Aboriginal people. He said:
We are more likely to achieve treaty-like outcomes which will
benefit Indigenous health through this pragmatic process, than we are
to win a theoretical debate about the relevance of treaties to Indigenous
health.
Mr Chaney went on to quote Hal Wooten Q.C. who wrote
elsewhere in 2001:
By all means think about a treaty, but the devotion of large amounts
of limited funds and energy to it while acute problems of alcohol abuse,
family violence and economic dependence are not effectively addressed
seems equivalent to fiddling while Rome burns.
At the same Conference, other speakers were keen to show a
definite connection between what some might see as symbolic gestures
and improved health among Indigenous peoples in other parts of the
world. A fact sheet given to participants in the 2004 Conference
mentions:
Leading Maori health authority, Professor Mason Durie has said
that well-being ‘is about the goods and services that people can count
on, and the voice they have in deciding the way in which those goods
and services are made available…Dependency is not compatible with
human dignity or good health’ he says. ‘Autonomy is always relative,
and on a continuum between total state control at one pole and
indigenous sovereignty at the other, most indigenous peoples contend
that they are forced to locate themselves too close to the state pole.
Devolution of control to indigenous peoples has been one mechanism
for shifting authority away from the centre.’
In this debate, as in many others that become politicized in
Australia, we can become caught up in an ‘either/or’ argument. What
we need to engage in, it seems to me, is a ‘both/and’ conversation. I
wonder whether we are any closer to that goal in July 2005 than we
were in the heady and hopeful days of July 1997, following the
National Reconciliation Convention in Melbourne. When sufficient
numbers of voters are seen to be committed to this goal, our political
leaders will surely have to take more notice.

World Youth Day Focus

Pilgrims Get Ready to Travel
By Bishop Christopher Saunders
The tradition of pilgrimage is an ancient one in the life of the
Church. Pilgrims have travelled to the Holy Land from the earliest

That special place of pilgrimage, Lourdes, in the South of
France, is one special holy place that the Kimberley Pilgrims will be
visiting. It is of course, famous for being the place where Our Lady
appeared to a young country girl, Bernadette. St Bernadette’s
experience of being in the presence of Our Lady near to a small
stream in the bush has turned Lourdes into a centre of healing and
prayer. Numerous miracles have been recorded as people are
blessed with the Holy Water. For Kimberley pilgrims this prayer
will be that their faith in the Lord as Savier will deepen and grow.
(more on the pilgrimage next month – visit the pilgrimage website
www.worldyouthday.com.au).

The following message was sent from Fr Dan Benedetti, MGL who is the
Coordinator for the World Youth Day pilgrimage that our Kimberley
youth will be part of in August this year.

Lourdes, France. Photo: Courtesy Harvest Travel
Christian times. To walk in the way of Christ in Palestine, to follow
the footsteps of St Paul and to visit the monasteries of Saints have
all been common practices among pilgrims. The Diocese of
Broome sent pilgrims to Rome and “Jesus Country” in the year 2000
and now young pilgrims from the Kimberley are being called to visit
Cologne for World Youth Day (WYD).

From ancient times, the message stick has been used in
Aboriginal culture to call people from different tribes together.
Today, the Message Stick is a call from the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people to commemorate the twentieth anniversary of
Pope John Paul II’s historic speech in Alice Springs in 1986.
The Message Stick is an invitation to all of us to celebrate the
message of hope and reconciliation that Pope John Paul proclaimed,
raise awareness of the need to redress historical and present day
injustice and to recommit people to actively work towards
Reconciliation in our local communities. How should we respond to
this call? How can we joyfully receive this message in our own
community?
The Message Stick will relay around parishes and schools
around Australia from May 1st, 2005 and culminate in Alice Springs
with a celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the Pope's visit, on
1st October 2006. For more information visit: www.passiton.org.au

It was a great experience crossing the border from the Northern
Territory and visiting the Kimberley. We are expecting over 2000
Aussies to travel to Cologne to join about 800,000 young people for
World Youth Day (WYD). For the first time the Dioceses of Darwin
and Broome and NATSICC will travel together as a group to WYD.
We will have the blessing of going to Lourdes, Paris, Luxembourg
and then onto Cologne. We will visit amazing places and meet young
people from all over the world. There will be music, drama, sharing
stories and Mass with the new Pope, Benedict XVI. It is an
opportunity for all of us to have a great faith experience and deepen
our love for the Church worldwide.
Part of my preparation as the group Co-ordinator was to meet
with Bishop Christopher Saunders, priests, religious and members of
the different parishes and communities in the Diocese of Broome
which was been a real gift for me. A big thank you to all those who
did so much to make my
trip possible and
enjoyable. I look forward
to welcom-ing all the
Broome/Kimberley
representatives to Darwin
before we depart. We will
have a special commissioning Mass at the
Cathedral on Sunday 7th
August before we depart
from Darwin. We are
hoping
Bishop
Ted
Collins will be there but
he is still recovering from
heart surgery in Sydney.
Please pray for him.
God bless you all.
Fr Dan
J U LY 2 0 0 5 • K I M B E R L E Y C O M M U N I T Y P R O F I L E •
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Kimberley
Kitchen
David Andrews is a qualified Chef whose career has taken him
all over Australia, working in everything from large clubs to his
own small restaurant. Three years ago a miracle in disguise
happened when he was diagnosed with cancer and ended up having
to retire from the work force. David now spends his time as a
volunteer worker for Centacare Kimberley assisting others through
the Emergency Relief Program and in the process has found what
had eluded him all his life - happiness and a passion for life.

Realistic Hope
By Father Matthew Digges
The first national gathering of Diocesan Vocation Directors was
held in Sydney recently with the theme of 'Realistic Hope'. We are all
familiar with the stories of fewer and ageing priests. The gathering did
not give in to negativity, but struck a note for the attack. This was not
surprising, given that most of the Directors were under forty.
Looking at statistics from the US, (and like it or not we follow
similar trends) the role of personal invitation cannot be underestimated

Diocesan Vocations Directors in Sydney.

The following recipe is simple
but fabulous for entertaining friends:

COB DIP
Ingredients:
1 large cob loaf, white
420g can corn kernels, drained
250g packet cream cheese, softened
1 cup sour light cream
1 1/2 cups tasty cheese, grated
4 bacon rashes, chopped and cooked
1 1/2 teaspoons curry powder
Toast, crackers or vegetable sticks for dipping

Method:
Preheat oven to 180˚c. Cut the top off cob loaf (to be placed
back on as a lid) carefully remove most of the bread from inside of
the loaf leaving enough around the edges to serve as a wall to hold
other ingredients. Combine all other ingredients in a large bowl.
Spoon into hollowed loaf and replace lid. Wrap in two layers of
foil and bake for 1hour 10 mins. Serve on large platter surrounded
by toast, crackers and vegetable sticks. Garnish with fresh herbs.
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in seeking young men to be our priests of tomorrow. The question
needs to be asked, and by all Catholics. Recently a visitor to Balgo
was asked by one of the Church leaders: 'Will you be a mamangku
(priest) for us? That young man has since entered a seminary, but how
many of us would ask such a question?
The strongest characteristic of parishes that produce vocations is
that they are youth centred; that there is not only space for, but also a
preference for young people in the parish. The role of parish life and
devotions seems to be significant as well. Strong, active and pro-life
parishes that have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
opportunities for quiet prayer have more vocations. The balance of
activity and quiet gives room for the Holy Spirit to work. Finally,
vocations come from generous Catholic families. The days of many
children in families are past. Today's families are smaller and far more
targeted. It is a much bigger sacrifice to allow a child to pursue the path
of a religious or priest. The question remains for all families: what is
my reaction when I see that my son or daughter has the ability to follow
a priestly or religious vocation? The answer to this question tells us a
good deal about the future of the Church.

Talkabout Kimberley
• THEOLOGY • SOCIOLOGY • SOCIAL JUSTICE • ANTHROPOLOGY • MISSIOLOGY • ETHICS •

A Pastoral Letter for the
Feast of St Joseph the Worker - 1 May 2005

The Minimum Wage in
an Age of Prosperity
and Wealth
Most Rev Christopher Saunders
Bishop of Broome
Chairman, Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

This pastoral
letter marks the
Feast of St
Joseph the Worker – a day on which
we acknowledge the importance of
work in the lives of individuals and
their families. This day coincides with
the Living Wage claim of the
Australian Council of Trade Unions
(ACTU), currently before the
Australian Industrial Relations
Commission (AIRC). The day is also
celebrated at a time when farreaching policy reforms are being
proposed that hold implications for
low paid, unemployed and
underemployed workers who are
seeking a fair and just wage.
Work and pay
— the measure of justice
The Church recognises the
importance of work for the personal
formation and dignity of the individual
worker. Work is vital in supporting
family life and the life of the
community. The Church teaches that
work is an essential key to the whole
social question about the just and
proper functioning of society. If work
is a key to this social question, then
the adequacy of wages provides the

measure by which we judge the
justice of the entire socioeconomic
system – a system that should always
be at the service of its people.
At a time when minimum wage
protection and the operation of other
aspects of the Industrial Relations
system are being questioned, our
attention turns to the needs of almost
1.6 million workers struggling to make
ends meet and relying on the current
wage case because they are unable
to bargain for increases above the
award rate of pay.
There are others – including the
unemployed and underemployed –
who also rely on the maintenance of a
fair minimum wage to ensure they will
not be living in poverty or hardship
when work becomes available. The
possibility of an employment strategy
focused on restraining minimum
wages poses a threat to the low paid
and unemployed alike.
Workers in the vineyard
What are the circumstances faced
by low-paid, unemployed and
underemployed workers? What is
rightly owed to them? We might draw
insight about the dignity of the worker
and wage justice from the parable

told by Jesus on the workers in the
vineyard (Mt. 20:1-16).
Jesus told this story to draw his
listeners’ attention to the reality of the
Kingdom of God and the invitation to
all, even latecomers, to share in this
Kingdom by the mercy of God. Jesus
builds the story around a structure of
wage justice that spoke to the reality
of labourers of that time.
In the parable an employer goes
out at daybreak to the market to hire
labourers to work in his field. He
returns four more times during the
twelve hour working day to hire –
even as late as the eleventh hour. The
parable paints a picture of a labour
market devoid of security for the low
skilled worker.
At the end of the working day, the
labourers are called to receive their
pay. Those hired last each receive one
denarius. Seeing these workers who
toiled for only one hour in the relative
comfort of twilight being paid a
denarius raises the hopes of the other
workers. Expecting to be paid more,
those who had worked longer and
harder are disappointed and
disgruntled when they receive the
same. It is easy to sympathise with
those ‘bearing the burden of the day
and the scorching heat’.
But the payment which appears on
first reading to be unfair and arbitrary,
is in fact generous and socially
responsible. The denarius was the
basic wage for unskilled labour – the
minimum wage of the day. In the
eyes of those who are desperate
enough to accept the smallest of
wages at the end of a working day
the employer sees the faces of a
family waiting for their father to return
home with their daily bread. The
workers were paid according to their
need – not according to the prevailing
standards of the market.
The minimum wage in Australia
In this sense, the parable
resonates with the 1907 ‘Harvester
decision’ of the Australian Court of
I
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Conciliation and Arbitration to
establish a national minimum wage.
This wage was set to provide for an
unskilled man, his wife and three
children living in frugal comfort
estimated according to general living
standards. The minimum wage would
protect unskilled rates of pay from
the unequal contest of the market
and secure a level of pay and
conditions that were out of the reach
of many through the process of
individual bargaining with employers.
Our Nation’s proud tradition of
setting a minimum wage has become
a central feature of the Industrial
Relations system. Today it is adjusted
regularly through wage cases heard
before the AIRC.
During these wage cases some,
including the Church, have argued
that the current minimum wage is
inadequate for the needs of workers
and their families and must be
increased. Others who would like to
contain wage increases say the
minimum is too high and that market
forces should play a greater role in
setting a price that would increase
demand for workers and reduce
unemployment.
The possibility that the value of
the minimum wage could be reduced
in real terms as Australia pursues
wage flexibility of the kind commonly
known as the ’low-wage agenda’ calls
us to consider what the Church says
about the just remuneration of
workers and what should be the key
standards of a minimum wage.
Key standards of a minimum wage
In the Church’s teaching there are
three standards concerning wage
justice that are very relevant to
today’s debate concerning the
minimum wage.
First, the minimum wage must be
a fair or ‘just’ wage. It must
adequately reward workers for their
labour. For this reason, the minimum
wage and basic conditions cannot be
left simply to an agreement between
II

employer and employee but also
require the State to ensure there are
fair minimum standards of pay and
conditions.
Secondly, because work is a
foundation for family life, the
minimum wage must provide not only
for the worker but for the needs of
his or her family and for those
seeking to start a family. A
Government can also provide family
benefits to enhance the family
income.
Thirdly, because the wage is the
means by which the vast majority of
people meet their daily needs, the
minimum wage should not be set
below the level of subsistence.
It was on these standards that the
Catholic Church recently supported
the ACTU’s claim for a $26.60
increase to the federal minimum
wage. Appearing before the AIRC, the
Australian Catholic Commission for
Employment Relations (ACCER) said
that the minimum wage must be
sufficient to enable one parent to be
in the paid workforce and for the
couple to be able to support two
children and achieve an acceptable
standard of living. Clearly, this is far
from the case at the moment. The
best available evidence reveals that a
couple with two children relying on a
minimum wage of $467.40 per week
(and after tax and government
benefits) would be struggling to meet
the very necessities of living.
In addition to supporting the
minimum wage increase, the ACCER
has called for the AIRC to undertake
thorough research into the adequacy
of the minimum wage measured
against the real needs of low paid
workers as a basis for future safety
net increases.
What future for the minimum wage?
This could be the last time a
Minimum Wage Case of the current
type is heard. The Government has
criticised the AIRC for supposedly
lacking “economic rigour” and has

suggested that alternative
mechanisms for setting the minimum
wage are being examined.
The Catholic Commission, ACCER,
has expressed its concerns to
Government that the wage decisions,
affecting the lives of so many low
income Australians, could be taken
from the Industrial Relations
Commission. This independent
institution is obliged to consider a fair
minimum in the context of general
living standards, the likely impact of
increases on the economy and with
special concern for the low paid.
Those seeking to restrain
minimum wage increases often argue
that it impedes employer demand and
keeps people who are unemployed
out of work. But a failure to
appreciate the common interests and
experiences of the unemployed, the
underemployed and the low paid is
likely to result in unjust proposals for
the reduction of minimum wages and
the creation of jobs.
The burden of providing work for
all should not fall on the low paid but
on society as a whole. And those who
are unemployed and underemployed
must be assured the work they seek
will provide a fair and just wage that
will keep them out of poverty.
In this age of prosperity and
wealth, there are many who exist
both in and out of work at the
margins of the labour market. They
will be hoping that, like the owner of
the vineyard in Jesus’ parable, our
Government, business, trade unions
and others with influence in Industrial
Relations will recognise and honour
their need for a wage that allows
them to live in dignity. ■
The ACSJC gratefully
acknowledges the contribution of
the Australian Catholic Commission
for Employment Relations.
For further information
on ACCER’s policies visit
www.accer.asn.au
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20th Anniversary of
Pope John Paul II's
Address to Aboriginal
Australians
A commentary of the Pope’s speech
by Bishop Christopher Prowse
Catholic Auxiliary Bishop of Melbourne
November
2006 marks the
20th anniversary
of Pope John
Paul II's first visit
to Australia as Pope (26th November
1986-1st December 1986). In his
hectic six and half days with us he
visited so much of our country and
delivered numerous talks and
homilies. One of his talks remembered
so fondly over this visit was his
address to Aborigines and Torres
Strait Islanders at Alice Springs,
Northern Territory (29th November
1986). The purpose of this article is to
re-present the essence of the Pope's
address. It will assist the reappropriation of the challenge and
teaching the Pope offered. So many
of the challenges presented 20 years
ago in the address are still current
issues today.
1. The Meeting Itself
Just before a consideration of the
text itself, a few comments regarding
the style and tone of the speech itself
may be helpful. The uniqueness of
the visit resides not merely in the
content of the speech itself, but also
in the manner in which it was
presented. Firstly, it is significant to
note that the Pope did not address
his words primarily to Australian
politicians or even the Australian

people as a whole. He travelled to a
city in the centre of the Australian
desert and spoke directly to the
Aborigines themselves. Secondly,
rather than addressing his words
solely to Aboriginal Catholics, he
spoke to all Aborigines as one people
rather than as separated individuals,
isolated groups or clans. Thirdly, the
tone of the speech was gently
encouraging, affirming, hopeful and
respectful. There are no patronising
overtones in the speech. Fourthly,
when he does address his comments
directly to Aboriginal Catholics, he
applies Vatican II and post-Vatican II
principles of missiology directly to
Aboriginal culture. When these four
points are combined and are joined
with the content of the speech itself,
the Pope's meeting represents a
watershed in the Australian Catholic
history's relationship with the
Aboriginal people.
2. Content of Address
2.1 Aboriginal Culture
In the first section of his discourse,
the Pope expresses the Church's
esteem and love of the Aboriginal
people and culture. The Pope calls for
the preservation of Aboriginal culture.
Your culture, which shows the
lasting genius and dignity of your
race, must not be allowed to
disappear... Your songs, your

stories, your paintings, your
dances, your languages must
never be lost.
He then isolates some
characteristics of the culture in which
he observes are "indications of
human strivings" and an openness “to
the message of God's revealed
wisdom". Such characteristics
include: "spiritual closeness to the
land", "a quietness of the soul" that
was taught by "the silence of the
bush", a kinship bond that "spoke of
your reverence for birth, life and
human generation", an understanding
of law "as a guide to living fairly with
each other". Parallels can be drawn
between these characteristics and the
"Dreamtime Legends" and the
traditions of "those of Jesus and his
people”. Clearly, the address up to
this stage is eager to affirm the
uniqueness and value of Aboriginal
culture and to indicate that there are
many "points of agreement" with the
Christian Gospel. Such an approach
opens the way for further respectful
dialogue.
2.2 Culture Clash
In the next section, the all
important aspects of the meeting of
two cultures from 1788 till the
present are considered. The main
point raised in this section is the clear
Papal affirmation that the effects of
past racist attitudes continue in the
present.
John Paul II notes that the
Aboriginal culture, so long isolated
from contact with other cultures,
"was not prepared for the sudden
meeting with another people, with
different customs and traditions". The
shock of such an encounter by a
people whose "traditions, the
organisation of their lives, and their
attitudes to the land” were so
different and had lasting effects. The
Pope then states: ‘The effects of
some of those forces are still alive
among you today.” He then
exemplifies such present effects by
III
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recalling that many are “dispossessed
of your traditional lands and separated
from your tribal ways”. Others have
“no real place for campfires and kinship
observances except on the fringes of
country towns.” Still for others “work
is hard to find, and education in a
different, cultural background is
difficult.” Using strong language, the
Pope then adds : ‘The discrimination
caused by racism is a daily
experience.”
Despite all such continuing
hardships, the Aboriginal people have,
according to the Pope, endured
courageously and must now renew the
roots of their ancient culture. During
such hardships, the Pope recalls the
teachers, doctors, professional and
simple folk who have shown Aboriginal
people “the good example of their
charity and fraternal solidarity.” Also, in
this context, he introduces the
contribution of the “The missionaries
of the Christian Faith.” In commending
their assistance in health, education
and social services, he says :
Whatever their human frailty, and
whatever mistakes they may have
made, nothing can ever minimize
the depth of their charity. Nothing
can ever cancel out their greatest
contribution, which was to proclaim
to you Jesus Christ and to establish
his Church in your midst:
Opening up this topic allows the
Pope to recall the contribution of
Archbishop Polding of Sydney to the
Land question. By so doing, it is made
evident that some of the first people to
recognise the equality of persons were
the Missionaries. On the vital issue of
Land Rights, the Pope declares "the
Church still supports you today." The
address makes it clear that "Land
Rights of people who have never
surrendered those rights is not
discrimination." We cannot pretend
that the past did not exist. He
mentions that Christian people are
saddened to realize, "many of them
only recently", that "Aboriginal people
were transported from their homelands
into small areas or reserves where
families were broken up, tribes split
apart, children orphaned and people
IV

forced to live like exiles in a foreign
country." Once again the address
makes it clear that the legacy of this
history has present day effects that
require reconciliation. A just settlement
of the existing reserves "still lies
unachieved", whilst "the urban
problems resulting from the
transportation and separation of people
still have to be addressed". The future
demands a present attentiveness to
"just and mutually recognized
agreements with regard to these
human problems, even though their
causes lie in the past." the Pope
counsels that such agreements are to
be based on "the dignity and growth of
the human person", that they "must be
implemented without causing new
injustices", and that the aborigines
themselves must work actively as
artisans of their "own dignity of life."
This important section offers fresh
insights on racist attitudes and their
social consequences and orientations
for future engagement. It is clearly a
disappointment for those who assume
that as past racist laws are being
dismantled, present and future
responsibility for the past is diminishing.
The Pope's address makes it clear that
our past history is continuing to have a
present discriminatory impact on
Aboriginal people.
2.3. Future Challenges
The final section of the address is
directed towards the future. Emerging
principles of inculturation in the
Catholic Church are evident in the text
and are applied to the Aboriginal
culture. Consequently, the address
proclaims that the Gospel of Jesus
"esteems and embraces all cultures”.
It not only "supports them in everything
human" but also "when necessary,
purifies them". Importantly, the Gospel
"invites you to become, through and
through, Aboriginal Christians." The
Church unites herself with this Gospel
renewal of Aboriginal culture and also
"invites you to express the living word
of Jesus in ways that speak to your
Aboriginal minds and hearts." By
allowing the Gospel to seek out the

best things of your traditional ways
...you will come to realize more and
more your great human and Christian
dignity."
Finally, the Pope directs the
Aboriginal people to work actively for
reconciliation and forgiveness with all
Australians. The Church is not to
assume a passive role in this
reconciliation either. There must be a
reciprocal reconciliation. In probably
the most quoted passage by Aboriginal
people and Church statements since
the address was first delivered, the
Pope then states:
You are part of Australia and
Australia is part of you. And the
Church herself in Australia will not
be fully the Church that Jesus
wants her to be until you have
made your contribution to her life
and until that contribution has been
joyfully received by others.
The tone of this third section
appears to be somewhat different from
what preceded it. In the first two
sections the tone seems to be
characterised by carefully discerning
the legacies of the past and offering
important distinctions. This is done in a
pervading sense of compassion with
those who have suffered. It is firm in
demonstrating solidarity with the
Aboriginal people. It dismisses
attitudes and polices which have
resulted in the perpetuation of
discrimination. At the same time it
expresses a sense of urgency to effect
new and just agreements. In this last
section, however, without sacrificing
such elements, the address does
seem to become more of a
proclamation or a call to the renewal
of Aboriginal culture within the
uplifting and strengthening embrace
of the Christian Gospel.
Such reflections, in a sense, may
serve as a point of departure for
acknowledging John Paul II's speech
remains, even after twenty years, a
key for future pastoral action with
Aboriginal people. Its tone, style and
content, as elaborated above, seem to
offer themselves in such a manner. ■
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By Fr Paul Boyers - Caritas Diocesan Director

Caritas Australia Says
Thank-you to Broome
Caritas Australia worker Melville Fernandez said a big “thankyou”
to all the people of the Kimberley who donated to the Caritas Australia
Asia Earthquake Appeal.
“The people of the Broome Diocese gave $51,923 to our Caritas
Australia Asia Earthquake Appeal to help the victims and survivors,”
said Mr Fernandez.
Mr Fernandez is the South Asia coordinator for Caritas Australia,
the aid and development agency of the Catholic Church. He has
recently returned from Sri Lanka and India where he has reviewed the
post-tsunami relief work that Caritas Australia is doing in the
devastated region.
The tsunami left approximately 300,000 people dead, including
those who are still missing and presumed dead, more than one million
people without homes and more than five million people deprived of
basic services.
“In the immediate post-tsunami phase Caritas Australia helped to
provide evacuation, removal of bodies, medical treatment and food and
utensils. Later it helped the local people to build temporary shelters and
provided medical and trauma care,” Mr Fernandez said.
In the long term, Caritas Australia is working with the local people
to help build housing, restore water and sanitation and to help rebuild
employment opportunities. “These plans will take up to 10 years to
implement but Caritas Australia can assure the Australian community
that all funds will be well-utilized and expenditure properly audited,” he
said.
“Caritas was able to respond very quickly because, together with
other Caritas Confederation members, we were already working in the
four most affected countries – India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Thailand,
when the disaster struck,” said Mr Fernandez. “The development
projects that were already underway are continuing but now the
Confederation has also committed to collectively assist in the relief and
rehabilitation of the tsunami affected areas,” he explained.
The Caritas Australia Asian Earthquake Appeal is now closed. But
Mr Fernandez urged people to keep giving to Caritas Australia.
“The problem is that poverty in the world is a huge on-going
problem. We need to be able to look after the enormous numbers of
people in other parts of the world
whose lives are brutally
shortened or diminished because
of the effects of war, disease,
famine and natural disasters.
“The scale of deaths suffered
during the tsunami occurs once
every two weeks in Africa. So
unfortunately, our work is never
finished and we rely on the
generosity of all Australians to
help us respond to the needs of all
those living in poverty,” he said.
Please
contact
Caritas
Diocesan Director for further
information on 08 9192 1227.
Relief Camp at Pondicherry, India.
Photo: Courtesy Caritas Australia.

Secondary
Moderation for
Remote Catholic
Schools
By Lidia Godijn
Secondary teachers from seven Catholic schools in the
Kimberley attended a meeting in Broome on 5 and 6 May.
Secondary teachers from remote schools and St Mary’s
College Pathways teachers meet twice a year in Broome to
moderate student work, share ideas and reflect on issues relating to
their work with secondary Aboriginal students.
This is valuable time for networking and sharing. Moira
Curtain, Technology and Enterprise Consultant from Catholic
Education Office Perth, facilitated the second day where she
presented an Information and Communication Technologies
workshop for the participating teachers.

Teachers attending the meeting were: Front row, l to r — James Hannah,
Lyn Buchanan, Moira Curtain (Perth), Lea Grinter. Back row, l to r — John
Adams, Larissa Lyons, Tim May, Kathleen Wallin, Carolyn Muir.
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and the Kimberley"
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K u n u n u r r a

Fabulous fun at the fete
By Emma Morrison
The grounds of St
Joseph's
School
in
Kununurra were a buzz on
May 14th when the school
fete took place. The fete
was a day for all the
community to embrace
goodwill and to raise
Cimarron Ward, Ashley Congoo, Tommy Jnr
funds
to
purchase
Carlton and Peter Ward have fun on a fire
resources for St Joseph's.
engine at the fete. Photo: P Hazebroek
As the opening function
for the 2005 Airnorth Valley Muster the fete was a delight for old and
young. This year the money raised from the fete will go towards
upgrading the school’s sports equipment and library books.

W a r m u n

A warm reunion at
Warmun
By Anna Garton
After 23 years, Ms
Anna (Sciacca) Garton,
met up with former
students Richard Thomas
and Cecilia Thomas. They
shared fond memories of
their experiences at Nulungu
College, Broome (now St
Mary's College). Anna
with her colleague Bronson accompanied six
students from St Norbert
College, Queens Park, WA
on a visit to the Kimberley.
Photo: Alma Cabassi rsj
B i l l i l u n a - K u r u r r u n g k u

Camel
Train
Principal Carol Guerts conducts the St Joseph School Choir.
R e d

H i l l

Pentecost at Red Hill
By Sr Maura O’Connell

By D Finkel
Two
adventurous
Sydney men are currently
fulfilling their dream of
transporting camels on
foot from Alice Springs
to Broome. It is a labour
of love that has entailed
walking the Tanami Road
during the summer heat.
A brief stop in Billiluna
for supplies enabled the
Photo: D. Finkel
children at Kururrungku
Catholic Education Centre to feed and play with the camels.

Photo: M. O’Connell pbvm

Bush
Tucker

On the Eve of Pentecost, Warlawurru Catholic School had a Taize
style prayer gathering to which all the other churches in the community
were invited. Some passing tourists also joined in for a reflective and
gentle preparation for this great feast of the Church. Such moments are
part of the Mission of the Catholic school when we are called to reach
out to others in faith.

Students at Kururrungku went on bush
trips recently to collect
witchety grubs or laju.
Here are some senior
boys in action.
Photo: D. Finkel
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B r o o m e

Principals’ Meeting College feast day
By Tony Treacy
On Friday 13 May, St Mary's College in Broome hosted Principals
from the WA Catholic Secondary Principals’ Association as they
ventured to the most far flung destination yet to hold a Meeting. To
begin the day, the Principals were offered a tour of St Mary's College
with a break to refresh with morning tea, provided by the Parents and
Friends’ Committee, in the secondary campus native garden. The
Principals were taken by bus to the Mangrove Hotel where they held

By Brian Kane (REC)
On Tuesday May 24th St Mary’s College Broome rejoiced in the
College Feast Day of ‘Our Lady Help of Christians’ with Mass
celebrated by Bishop Christopher Saunders and Father Daniel Chama.
Mary, Our Lady Help of Christians, is Patron of Australia and is also
the Patron of the Kimberley Diocese. The whole College joined
together on this occasion
which began with the
long held tradition of the
Crowning of Mary. This
tradition dates back over
one hundred years in
Broome and originated
in the Philippines.
Guests, parents, staff and
students then joined in to
participate in the Mass.
Morning tea followed
and the students were
then involved in a
variety of sporting and
fun activities.

Photo: Aidan Mitchell

Penta chess competition
By Jacky Brown
Re-enactment of Nulungu Story.
their meeting overlooking the glorious scenery of Roebuck Bay. A
highlight of the meeting was the presentation by Kimberley Principals
of their unique situations in such diverse settings as Beagle Bay,
Lombadina and Balgo.
As the sun set, the Principals and their partners gathered in the
Nulungu Chapel on the secondary campus for Mass. They had the
pleasure of a traditional welcome by Mrs Doris Edgar and her daughter
Mrs Dianne Appleby, before witnessing the re-enactment of the
Nulungu story by St Mary's College students with Mr Kane and Mr
Lake providing song and narration of the College history and tradition.
Mass was celebrated by Bishop Saunders who spoke about the
responsibilities of leadership and the necessity of leaders to be prepared
to stand and be counted in times of trial.
The visitors were escorted to the College Hospitality and Tourism
Skills Centre to enjoy pre dinner drinks and entertainment provided by
staff and students before sitting down to a three course meal cooked and
served by the Hospitality and Tourism students. The students were ably
supported by St Mary's College staff who willingly gave of their time
to serve the visiting Principals.

There was tension in the air recently at St Mary’ College in Broome
when five students were challenged to simultaneously play a game of
chess against staff member, Mr German Panopio.
One combatant from each year group took up the challenge: Tim
Stuckey (Yr12), Lennard Jeffrey (Yr11), Kieron Greechan (Yr10),
Matthew Wellington (Yr9), and Mitchell Seabrook (Yr8).
There was great anticipation to see if Mr German could ‘walk the
walk’ after ‘talking the talk’ (Currently the International Internet Chess
Championship —Beginners Level).
The spectators were not let down. Mr German strolled up and down
the five chess boards, completing move after move in less than a
minute. The first
challenger was defeated in 5 minutes, and
each subsequent challenger succumbed
until after 30 minutes,
Kieron Greechan was
finally defeated.
Mr German Panopio with
students at the Chess
Competition.
Photo: J. Brown
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W y n d h a m

Derby Diary

March against Violence
By Maureen Farrell

By Corina Keany
It is snakes galore at Holy Rosary School in Derby! All of the Early
Childhood grades (Kinder to Year 3) have been to visit Mr Peter
Crowley…the snake man! The students had a wonderful time meeting
Chopper, the black-headed python, and learning about how to be safe
around snakes.

On Friday 13th May, the St Joseph's students, staff and community
members of Wyndham came together to march against domestic and
family violence. The demonstration started at the big crocodile on the
Great Northern Highway and ended at the football oval. The students
had made banners demonstrating in words and pictures support of the
cause.

The Year 2 class are being introduced to Chopper, a friendly black headed
python. Photo: Corina Keany.
All students at Holy Rosary School have been working hard on the
Kimberley Health Challenge. Garnduwa Sports Association continue to
come to the school every Friday to take the children for sport which is
keeping the students fit and healthy.
Students from Years 4-7 have been participating in a parish
preparation program for the Sacrament of Reconciliation with Parish
Priest, Fr Paul Boyers. The students meet weekly with Fr Paul and are
looking forward to receiving the Sacrament at the end of their
preparation.
B e a g l e

B a y

The Helicopter has landed
By Lynette Geaney
On a bright sunny morning, a bit of excitement came to Beagle Bay.
A group of tourists decided to fly in by helicopter. The children at
Sacred Heart School became excited at the sound of the aircraft and ran
out of their classrooms to witness the occasion. Once the blades
stopped rotating the children asked if they could inspect the helicopter
more closely. They lined up to have a look inside. Damian Geaney
(Principal) talked with the pilot to arrange if he could come back
another day to treat the children to some helicopter rides.

Photo: L. Geaney.
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M u l a n

Feast Day
of Mary
By Rachel Smith
The Feast Day of Mary
Help of Christians, the
Patroness of the Broome
Diocese, was celebrated on
24th May in Mulan with a
special Mass. In the photo are
Fr Matt Digges, Alton Fernandez (student) and Eileen Photo: R. Smith
Tax (Church Leader).

Kinder Open Day
By Rachel Smith
John Pujajangka Catholic School at Mulan held an Open Day for
the Kindergarten and Pre-Primary Class. A number of parents and
community members took the opportunity of visiting the class and were
entertained by the children.
Photo: R. Smith

Parish News
W y n d h a m

Lest we Forget

Special Baptism Ceremony

By Fr Mark Connolly

By Maureen Farrell

There is no better sight in the whole of the East Kimberley than a
full moon at dawn on the Bastion at Wyndham. This was the setting for
the annual ANZAC day service for Wyndham at which the parish priest
of Wyndham/Warmun, Father Mark Connolly gave the formal address.

The sheer beauty and spectacular colouring of the surroundings
were enough to bring light and hope to the 100 people who had
gathered to commemorate the lives that have been lost in the defence
and the building of Australia. This hope was reinforced in Father
Mark's reminder, quoting St Paul's letter to the Romans, that the Risen
Christ gives meaning to the deaths of loved ones and a hope that we
who live on can create a society built on the values and grace merited
by Our Lord Jesus Christ.
B a l g o

New Church leaders
By Fr Matt Digges
The feast of Corpus Christi was chosen as the moment to pray over
the new Church Leaders of the Balgo-Kutjungka Parish. In preparation
the new and continuing Church Leaders participated in training at the
Wirrimanu Adult Education Centre. Sr Cheryl Camp RSM designed a
Church Leaders course around Pope John Paul II’s teaching on the
Eucharist, Mane Nobiscum Domine (Stay with Us Lord). The course

Pictured are Molly Hunt, Jack Birch, Richard Birch, Sarahfina Bulsey, Joselyn
Cigobia, Angeline Birch with Fr Mark Connelly
A Baptismal ceremony on Sunday 22nd of May was a very special
occasion in Wyndham. For the first time in over five years Wyndham
has a Parish Priest and it just goes to show that the community is getting
behind Fr Mark Connolly CSSp in his ministry in the town. Six
children were baptized, beginning their sacramental journey to
Reconciliation and Communion later in the term. Congratulations to
the children and families, and a special thanks to Fr Mark for a very
meaningful ceremony.

PLEASE REMEMBER
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
OF THE KIMBERLEY IN
YOUR WILL
A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome
for the religious, educational and charitable works of
the Church allows funds to be applied
where the need is greatest.
Please mail coupon to:
The Finance Officer, Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Telephone: (08) 9192 1060 or Fax: (08) 9192 2136
ABN 37 040 099 127

Monica Whisputt and Cathy Lee explain the first contact of Kukatja people
with Missionaries and the first Mass in the Kujtungka: Christmas 1939 at
Tjaluwan.
compared the journey of the Kukatja and Walmajarri people through
the Dreaming to the story of the Eucharist through the eyes of the
Church. The Kutjungka Parish has a strong emphasis on inculturation,
and this came through in the course. The result is a stronger
Eucharistic faith in the Kutjungka and an ever growing and faithful
indigenous theology of Eucharist.

❑ I would like more information about remembering the
Church in my will.
❑ I have already included the Church in my will and
wish to have this noted.
❑ I would like to be contacted for a confidential talk
about my will, or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Name:

________________________________________________________________________

Address:

____________________________________________________________________
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Notre Dame

Broome Campus Library
an Award winner!

Ray Somerville from Norbuilt and Gavin Greaves Notre Dame Campus Director
collecting the Best Commercial Building between 1million and 3.5 million
dollars at the Awards.
The new library on Notre Dame’s Broome Campus, cleaned up at the
recent Master Builders Building Excellence Awards for the Kimberley/
Pilbara region, winning an impressive 6 awards.
The team from Norbuilt who constructed the library were ecstatic
about their success and paid tribute to the role that Marcus Collins
Architects played in the project.
A highlight was winning the category for the best Commercial
Building between 1 and 3.5 million dollars. The Library also received the
prestigious Best Commercial Building Award as well as picking up
awards for Paving, Steelwork, Electrical Fitting and Painting.
Also, as part of the recent Broome North West Expo and Australian
Innovation Festival, the Library held an information session in the new
facility for the local business community which aimed at enhancing
awareness of what the University Library could offer in the way of
business information and resources.
Director of Notre Dame’s Broome Campus, Gavin Greaves said, “As
well as our own staff and students, we really want the wider community
to benefit from the University’s resources and facilities. This is a fantastic
initiative from the library staff, Lyn Quince and Jill Skinner; and they
should be congratulated on their proactive approach.”

Blessing for nurses
By Sr Jill O’Brien sgs
The University
of Notre Dame
Australia, Broome
Campus, celebrated
the
International
Day of Nurses with a
Blessing of Hands
Ceremony on 12
May. Those present
at the ceremony
prayed for all people
who care for the
sick. Student nurses,
Brooke Symonds is blessed by Sr Jill O’Brien at the
health professionals
Blessing of Hands Ceremony. Photo: A Hayden.
and carers were then
invited to come forward for the blessing of hands by Sister Jill O’Brien
and Fr Kevin McKelson.

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay Conservation
& Restoration Appeal
Please make donations payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF
AUSTRALIA (WA)
and post to:
The Sacred Heart Church Beagle Bay
Conservation and Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

MY DONATION

Photo: CAS.

❑ $ 25
❑ $ 50 ❑ $ 100
❑ Other
My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed.
OR ❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑ ❑❑❑❑
________________________________________________________
Expiry Date

Signature

Name: ________________________________________________
Postal Address: ______________________________________
Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible.
Receipts will be issued.
J U LY 2 0 0 5 • K I M B E R L E Y C O M M U N I T Y P R O F I L E •

15

focus

On Pentecost Sunday a large group of parishioners attended a reception for
Bishop John Jobst, the Bishop Emeritus of Broome. Bishop Jobst who served as
Bishop of the Kimberley between 1959 and 1995 took great joy in meeting old
friends at the gathering at the Fr Nicolas Emo Centre near the Cathedral. The
Bishop later returned to his home in Austria and promised to keep all Kimberley
people in his prayers. Photo: A Hayden.

Above: Miss Beth Neason, Teacher of the Year 4/5 Class at St Joseph’s School in
Kununurra is at work at her face painting stall at the recent school fete. After
selectiing a design from the board, student, Kaelee Hazebroek waits in
anticipation to see Miss Neason’s artistry.
Below: St Mary’s College teacher Aidan Mitchell spent twelve days of his
vacation island hopping through the Buccaneer Archipelago in a sea kayak.
Accompanying him in another kayak was former Kalumburu lay-worker Brendan
Oversby. They paddled to Caffarelli Island and enjoyed some fabulous fishing
and had a close encounter with a curious crocodile. Photo: B. Oversby

A classic car rally to raise funds for the Royal Flying Doctor Service included
Bishop Christopher Saunders and Mr Pat Walton in a 1955 Mercedes Benz
bearing a logo from Matso’s Broome Brewery, the major sponsor for the event.
Photo: A Hayden
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DESIGN BY RED LOGIC DESIGN, BROOME W.A. 6725

These fine ladies are modelling fundraising flowers, silk replicas of the Native
Hibiscus, which they sold in aid of National Healing Day, once called Sorry Day.
(l to r) Phyllis Bin Bakar, Daisy Howard and Maggie Lands. Photo: R Strain

