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Editorial
NOTHING IS DIRT CHEAP
IN WONDERLAND
One of the wonderful things about the Kimberley is that it has
always been far from the madding crowd. Despite the exploitation of
indigenous people by early colonialists, despite the destructive erosion
of prime river country through over grazing, and despite an attitude
that the region is just an economic resource to be depleted, the
Kimberley has retained for itself a mantle of pristine beauty and
natural wonder. How long this privileged status might be retained
remains to be seen. The last few years have seen the massive
expansion of tourism as the region’s number one industry. To question
the wisdom of encouraging unbridled tourism is to invite criticism
from those who have the most to lose in any tourism down-turn, the
property developers and the speculators.
Recent land sales in Broome have returned prices that were
unimaginable only a few years ago. Pokey little blocks bulldozed to
look like a dustbowl easily fetch $200,000 while more prized modest
paddocks in the old town can return in excess of $300,000. Suburbs
composed of the ubiquitous corrugated iron and lattice work are
blossoming about the resort port demanding prime Sydney prices and
getting them.
The real problem with this speculators’ paradise is that it is merely
somewhere for the rich to get richer while the dispossessed are
forcefully distanced from the economic playing field. Rent returns for
investors are licences to print money for them but any chance of the
young being able to secure land and a home is little more than a fading
dream.
There is a price to be paid for this inequity. The social dividend
that arises from any such unfair system will be a bitter pill to swallow.
The marginalized and those without investment portfolios are being
left behind. There is an opulence and an extravagance abroad in the
region for the well-healed property barons while too many locals are
left on the outside looking in. The future can only be glum as it
becomes clear that ‘the have-nots’ will soon be ‘the can-nots’. The
redistribution of wealth in the name of the common good and a
concerted effort towards creating equal opportunity are goals that need
to be taken up by the State Government, the Local Shire authorities
and indigenous power-brokers. It is simply not good enough that
people who have been dispossessed or who have no capital
investment capabilities are unable to share in the wealth bubble so
evident in pockets of the prominent in the Kimberley today.
Catholic Social Justice teaching includes the principle of
distributive justice. That is, to those who have little in the way of
assets, more assistance should be allocated to create a truly level
playing field so that all may participate fully and with dignity.
It is time for Kimberley residents to seriously evaluate the
burgeoning mega-tourism industry and judge its effect on a
sustainable future for the fragile area. Living in the Kimberley must
mean more than creating extra wealth for a privileged few. There are
many in our society who have been excluded from the economic
boom cycles and shunted by the wheelers and dealers. All the shared
responsibility agreements in the world will not alter this state of
affairs. Neither will ill-devised industrial relations reforms. What will
alter this state of affairs is a keen sense of what is right and a sound
commitment to ecology and human dignity.

John Pujajangka-Piyirn School in Mulan has a new statue of Our Lady. The
statue has been beautifully sculptured by Narelle Nicholls an artist from the
Central Coast in NSW. The statue is 67cm tall and is made from clay which
has then been fired.
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COVER IMAGE: The colours of the desert sky can be as red as the pindan earth and the sandhills of the Great Sandy Desert,
Balgo Mission, East Kimberley. Photo: Sr. Monique Nyland, RSM

You stretch the heavens out like a tent…..using the clouds as your chariot. — Ps.104 V3
2
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Briefly Speaking
● Fr Kevin Matthews from the
Diocese of Port Pirie is used to
driving long distances around his
extensive parish of Cleve SA. That
being so, he didn’t find the Parish
of Balgo, where he has been
supplying, any great challenge

● Bishop Peter Stasiuk, the
Bishop of the Ukranian Rite for
Australia, New Zealand and
Oceania, came to Broome recently
for a short vacation. The Bishop
hails from Canada and is a member
of the Redemptorist Order. His
Cathedral in Melbourne is named
after Saints Peter and Paul. The
Bishop travels extensively around
his vast Eparchy (Diocese), on
pastoral visitation among Ukranian
Rite Catholics. He enjoyed some
fishing in Broome and agrees that
July in the Kimberley is the best
weather in the world.
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Photo: A Hayden
except that he has been behind the
wheel of a Toyota 4WD and there
was not an inch of bitumen in sight
in between settlements. This was
Fr Kevin’s second tour of duty in
the Kimberley. He was filling in
for Father Matt Digges who was
away at World Youth Day
celebrations in Cologne, Germany.

● Sue & Brian Lloyd also visited Broome on their way south after a
fourteen month stay at Kalumburu Mission where they have been
volunteer workers in the Mission shop. They are enjoying a leisurely trip
home to Torquay in Victoria with a lengthy stopover at Ningaloo Reef
along the way.
● Br John O’Halloran is a
Christian Brother from Melbourne
and from the same Province as Br
Shane Wood, Co-ordinator of the
Diocesan Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace. Br John is the
current archivist for the Province
and manager of the Brothers’
cemetery in Bundoora. He was in
Broome for an exploratory visit to
the Diocesan Archives to make
suggestions about the provision of
facilities and systems to better care
for the collection of current and
historical material held by the
Diocese. He also enjoyed some
time visiting sites of interest
around the town.
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● Dr Frank Prendergast, the
Chairperson of Southern Cross
Care, was in Broome recently to
finalise agreements regarding the
new Aged Care Nursing Home.
The thirty-two bed facility is to be
built in Dickson Street and is
expected to be ready for
occupation by April 2007.

● Sr Breda O’Reilly was a recent
visitor to Broome for a short break
to catch up with friends and to
spend a bit of time on the Broome
Golf Course. Sr Breda is currently
the Province Leader of the Sisters
of Mercy in Perth, and while
finding the work enjoyable and
challenging, she felt she deserved a
short break ‘up North’. It was
good to see her looking so well.

Photo: A Hayden
● Mr Peter Rush (R), General Manager of Catholic Church Insurances,
together with Nunzio Papotto also of CCI, travelled north this winter to
Australia’s best weather location on the Pearl Coast. Peter and Nunzio
were able to have a look at some of the places that CCI assists including
Kalumburu Mission badly damaged by Cyclone Ingrid earlier this year.
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Catholic Mission
By Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

Welcome to the real Madagascar
As thousands of Australians paid more than $13 million in two
weeks to see the new blockbuster Madagascar, people living in the
country of Madagascar struggle to find the resources to send their
children to school and to buy medicines for sick family members.

This is not Hollywood … needy children in Madagascar take part in the custom
of eating together. Photo: Courtesy Catholic Mission.
Last year Catholic Mission sent more than $90,000 directly from
Australia to help the children of Madagascar. This was part of more
than $494,000 provided internationally to the southern African island.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S FINEST JEWELLERY
BROOME PEARLS
ARGYLE DIAMONDS

A PRIESTS PREPARATION
BEFORE MASS

KALGOORLIE GOLD

DAMPIER TCE, BROOME
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6725
TEL: (08) 9192 2430 FAX: (08) 9193 5280
EMAIL: linneysbroome@bigpond.com

THE BOSS SHOP
OFFICE NATIONAL BROOME
Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies,
Photocopying, Laminating, Office Furniture,
Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
Phone: 9192 2354
Machines - Sales & Service, Faxes, Printers,
Service: 9192 1730
Photocopiers, Cash Registers
Fax: 9192 2429
MON - FRID 8AM-5PM, SAT 8AM-12NOON
Service: 9193 5779
26 Clementson Street
Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au
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The Hollywood film tells the story of a bunch of African animals
that are shipped from New York’s Central Park Zoo to Africa, and find
themselves washed up on the shores of Madagascar. On one weekend
(June 23–26) Australians paid out about $3.6 million to see the
animated movie, not to mention money spent on film merchandise.
Catholic Mission National Director, Father Terry Bell, said the
popularity of the film provided an opportunity for parents and
educators to draw attention to the ‘real Madagascar’ where about fifty
per cent of people live below the poverty line.
In the Diocese of Morondava, on the island’s west coast, parents are
forced to spend almost all their time cultivating land and often the
children are left to take care of cattle or look after younger siblings.
Catholic Mission has helped the Diocese establish eleven schools,
three centres for adult education, twenty-four church outstations and a
dispensary.
“The Diocese has also been able to build boarding facilities for
children from remote villages, so they too can go to school,” Father
Terry said. “In 2001 they had seven children boarding and now there
are seventy. Every year they are building on these foundations, with the
help of dedicated parents who give their own time and labour.”
Illiterate people in this area have been exploited by business scams
and by the local police – some police were even sexually abusing the
village women. “Education has become the barrier to exploitation in
these remote villages,” Father Terry said. “The children now spend time
at boarding school where they become empowered and enlightened.”
The film Madagascar has drawn some attention to the conservation
of animals in this part of the world but, Father Terry said it would be
wonderful if people in need could also benefit.
If you’d like to help Catholic Mission projects in Madagascar
phone 1800 257 296 or go to www.catholicmission.org.au and click on
the Children’s Mission Partners logo.
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Father in Heaven,
Lord of all Life,
Sustain me in your Love.
God of All, Inspire me to break open your Word
So that Others may hear your Voice.
Encourage me with your Grace
To serve You Faithfully at your Altar,
And accompany me in this worshipful moment.
May I joyfully fulfil my calling to be your Priest
And celebrate reverently this most sacred Sacrifice of the Mass.
May your children be brought out of darkness
Into your own wonderful light.
I pray this now through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, for ever and ever. AMEN.

Viewpoint

Catholic Education Office

By Bishop Christopher Saunders

Living on a Sunday –
The Authentic Tradition
The Sunday celebration of the Lord ’s Day and his Eucharist is
at the heart of the Church’s life. The letter to the Hebrews reminds
the faithful ‘not to neglect to meet together, as is the habit of some,
but to encourage one another’. Catechism of the Catholic Church
#2177 and 2178.
At the centre of Christian spirituality and worship is the
celebration of Mass, where at Christ’s command we meet to recall
the Passover and acknowledge Christ as our Passover from death
to life. We do this according to his Word “Do this in memory of
me”. From Apostolic times the faithful have met for “the breaking
of the bread” on the day of the Lord’s resurrection, Sunday. This
day of remembrance is the ultimate expression of who we are and
who we say we are.
It is with sadness and disappointment therefore that we have to
record the serious falling away in Mass attendance. Following the
decline in Sunday worship experienced in Protestant Churches the
Catholic Communion has to face the reality of being among many
people who live their daily lives without authentic recall to the
worship of God. This says much about the relationship of people
to God in our time or rather it says much about the absence of a
healthy relationship between the one who loves us and those who
were made to love.
Many reasons have been suggested for this lack of practice.
Among them is a recognition of a warped sense of freedom, an
over-developed sense of self-importance, a lack of personal
discipline, a crisis in faith, an immature appreciation of our faith
tradition and a feeling of vulnerability and abandonment in the
face of a materialist existence. The truth is most likely that many
people no longer practice their faith, living it out in worship and
prayer, for all of the above reasons and some more besides. For
the purpose of this article, I am turning my attention to the
majority of non-practicing Catholics as evidenced in surveys and
studies who no longer go to Mass for no apparent reason other than
the fact they have become slack or that their lives are very busy.
How do we cope with the realization that too many people are
living their lives not in communion with the mystical body of
Christ, the Church of the people of God? How do we grow to
become a just and welcoming community of the worshipping
faithful? I am conscious that any attempted answer to this
complexity will appear inadequate but the alternative – remaining
silent – is supremely inadequate.
The first thing to say is that the celebration of more Masses is
not an answer. Multiplying Mass times and occasions for Mass
will not restore the community in faithful practice. The beginning
point is by means of heartfelt evangelization. And what does that
mean? A mere glimpse of the tele-evangelists and other such
religious pedlars would be enough to make any rational person flee
from evangelistic practices if that was all there was to it. The Holy
Father on the other hand is plainly encouraging us to develop ‘the
new evangelization’ and bring Christ to a directionless world.
Plainly he doesn’t mean that we copy the Christian religious
lunatic fringe with their glitzy and outrageous performances.
What he does mean is that the living gospel must be present in our
lives firstly, evidently so, before the Word of God can be planted
in the hearts of others. Genuine committed love of the Lord will
inevitably lead to a desire to serve God and his people and then to
worship him at Mass together with the faithful community. This is
a gradual and deliberate process that necessarily must be lived out
in faith. It is the first step in an effort to welcome back home those
who have drifted away.
The other steps that follow need careful exploration and
discussion at Parish level. Now would be a good time for such
discussions to begin.

Consultative Forum
By Erica Bernard
Recently the Catholic Education Office of WA held its biannual
Consultative Forum which provided an opportunity to bring together
Aboriginal people from across the State to discuss issues in Aboriginal
Education. Members from the Catholic Education Aboriginal
Committee Kimberley (CEAC-K) attended the full day forum held at
the Maritime Museum in Fremantle. It was a great opportunity for
CEAC members from all regions to network and to discuss issues
relevant to all regions.
Rosa Speranza, a consultant with the Faith, Integration and
Foundation Team at the Catholic Education Office, facilitated the day
which began with members looking at the role they play in Catholic
Education and how as a committee they could work together in the
image of Jesus. Mary Retel, Deputy Director of Catholic Education,
conducted a session on ‘Living the Vision’ and CEAC’s role in making
this a reality.
During the afternoon special guest speakers, Mr Fred Collard, Mr
Len Ogilvie, Mr Ken Dean and Mr John Puertollano, spoke about
Aboriginal history and the role that Aboriginal people have played in
the history of Western Australia, especially in relation to the land and
sea. The day concluded with an opportunity for the group to have a tour
of the Maritime museum.

Kimberley CEAC members hard at work at the forum.
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Aged Care in the Kimberley
goes ahead
State of the Art Aged Care Services will soon be available in
Broome according to Dr Frank Prendergast of Southern Cross Homes.
“The project will eventually house fifty-five residential aged care beds,
a day centre and associated community care facilities. Stage One will
deliver thirty-two new residential aged care beds by April 2007,” he
said. Dr Prendergast reported that fourteen of these beds will be
dementia specific while eighteen beds will be for the frail aged.
Hoping to recruit a stable, trained workforce from Broome
residents, Southern Cross Care (WA) has joined forces with Broome
TAFE , Rubibi and Notre Dame University (Broome Campus) to work
to create training and employment opportunities for this important
service for the Kimberley.
The land to be used for the aged care home is in Dickson Street. It
is part of the Clementson Street Reserve, and will be leased by Southern
Cross Care (WA) from Rubibi Traditional Owners Group. The land to
be used incorporates the present park area which will be available for
visitors to the Home as well as local residents.

Sister Germanus Kent Day Care Centre participants on a days outing, stop at the
site of the new Southern Cross Aged Care facility to be built next year. Photo: CAS

Yesteryear...images from our past

Sr Elizabeth McBride, Sr Therese Doolan and Sr Francis Dunne (all now deceased) on an outing to Guna Wara Wara Rockhole near
Thamanturr which is located between Old Balgo and Wirrimanu. Circa 1961
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Caritas Kimberley

Caritas accepting
donations for the
starving in Niger
Caritas Australia is now accepting donations for the people of Niger
in Western Africa who are suffering from severe food shortages.
More than three million people in Niger are experiencing starvation as
a result of failed crops caused by a severe drought and locust plagues.
Caritas Australia’s local partner on the ground in Niger, Caritas Niger,
has been responding to this present crisis since November 2004 and is
now working tirelessly to distribute food aid to those most in need.
Caritas Niger is currently providing 1,500 tonnes of food to more than
28,000 people in seven regions of Niger: Agadez, Diffa, Dosso, Maradi,
Tahoua, Tillaberry-Niamey and Zinderand. 75 tonnes of seed are also
being provided to plant crops.
Caritas Niger has established a food for work program in which those
able to work can earn food for their families and distribute food to the
most vulnerable. It is also providing seeds for planting and fodder for
animals.
Most people do not have any savings to see them through a severe
food shortage. The cost of food has increased dramatically and selling
cattle for money is no longer an option as most animals are emaciated and
worth very little. The situation is desperate.
Caritas Niger has a long history of working with local communities
in Niger implementing both development and humanitarian programs.
Caritas will be there before, during and after the headlines.
Caritas Australia Director, Jack de Groot said; “Once again lives will
be lost needlessly to hunger. It is completely unacceptable that people in
the 21st century cannot afford to eat everyday and it is a moral outrage that
people should die of starvation due to the lack of a few million dollars.”
“This waste of precious life is exactly what the Caritas Make Poverty
History campaign is working to end forever.”
To make a donation call 1800 024 413 or donate on-line at
www.caritas.org.au.

Photo: Courtesy Caritas

MIRRILINGKI SPIRITUALITY
CENTRE CALLING
Mirrilingki is looking for volunteers
from 17th September to 15th December 2005.

This is a chance for people to experience
life in community in the Australian outback,
contributing to the ministry of Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre.
Volunteers are needed who are willing and able to do
ordinary things with flair and enthusiasm.
If you wish to know more, please visit our website

www.users.bigpond.com/mirrilingki
If you would like to be part of our community
please ring Sister Nellie Versluys RSJ on
(08) 9168 7884 and/or
fill in the application form on our website.
Mirrilingki is a cross-cultural Catholic centre which seeks to promote
formation in ministry and personal development across the Church of
the Kimberley in the spirit of National Reconciliation.

To order a copy of “From Patrons to Partners
and the Separated Children of the Kimberley”
Second Edition please download Order Form from
Website www.broomediocese.org
or telephone 08 9192 1060.
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Kimberley Kitchen
TASTY CHICKPEA SALAD
Coco Ryan works at St Mary’s College as an Admin. Assistant. She grew up in
Broome and is one of a family of nine children, most of whom are very accomplished
cooks. Coming from a large extended family, Coco was always surrounded by people and
lots and lots of food so it was a tradition that everyone knew how to cook wonderful feasts.
Coco and husband Olly have three children and a couple of years ago moved in with
Coco’s Mum, Madge. These days Olly and Madge are in charge of cooking duties but
Coco still likes to keep her hand in but looks for recipes that are quick and easy such as
this tasty salad.

Ingredients
2
2
1
1

Cans Edgells Chickpeas
Punnets cherry or grape tomatoes
Spanish onion (cubed)
Lebanese cucumber (diced)

Method
Give chick peas a quick rinse, mix all ingredients in salad bowl with dressing, which
can be Italian or French dressing, or make your own with olive oil, lemon juice, salt,
pepper. Sprinkle fresh coriander or basil leaves on salad.
This is ideal for someone who hates cooking – or is stuck for a quick salad for a bbq.

WEBBY’s CHICKEN CURRY

Ingredients

Recipe provided by Bishop Christopher Saunders

1.5 kg of chicken thigh fillets(skinned and cut in half)
1 tbls of oil (peanut oil if handy otherwise olive will suffice)
half a tsp of fenugreek seeds
20 dried curry leaves (or fresh if handy)
2 onions finely chopped
2-3 cloves of garlic crushed
1 tsp of grated ginger (fresh or out of the jar)
1 tsp of ground turmeric and 1 tsp of chilli powder
1.5 tblsp of ground coriander
1 tsp of ground cumin and 1 tsp ground fennel seed
10 black pepper seeds (ground)
1 tsp of salt and 1 tsp of sweet paprika
3 tblsp of vinegar
1 x 440ml can of crushed tomatoes
8 green cardamom pods (bruised)
1 stick of cinnamon (broken in half)
1 stalk of lemon grass (peeled and bruised)
1 x 165ml can of coconut milk ( or a lump of creamed coconut)

This is Matt Webb’s Curry, which he cooked up for me and
visiting friends in 2002. I recommend it as something special and
part of my stock standard recipes.
Matt hails from Melbourne and apart from barracking for the
wrong AFL team he is a good bloke.
Once you have cooked the curry put some desiccated coconut and
some banana on the side. Also a little bit of chilli and some shredded
carrot and slices of capsicum would not go astray – also as side
dishes.

Photo: A Hayden
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Heat oil in large casserole dish. Add fenugreek seeds and curry
leaves and fry gently until they start to brown. Add ginger, garlic and
onions, fry until onions are soft and golden. Add tumeric, chilli,
coriander, cumin, fennel, paprika, black pepper and salt. Mix well with
onion mixture and fry for a couple of minutes. Add the vinegar and
combine to a thick paste. Gently fry for 1 minute. Add the diced chicken
and stir to coat chicken with curry paste. Add tomato, lemon grass,
cardamom and cinnamon - stir, cover and simmer for one to one and a
half hours until chicken is cooked. Uncover and add coconut milk and
simmer for a couple of minutes then serve with rice and/or roti.

Vatican Dossier

Saint News

Lack of Religious
Practice Linked to
Ignorance about
Eucharist

Sts. Andrew Kim
Taegon, Paul Chong
Hasang, and
Companions

VATICAN CITY (Zenit.org).
The lack of religious
practice among many
Catholics is due to a failure
to understand the sacrament of the Eucharist, say
bishops' conferences.
This point appears in
the working document of
the assembly of the world's
bishops, which will be held
in Rome from Oct. 2-23.
The topic of the synod is
"The Eucharist: Source and
Summit of the Life and
Mission of the Church."
Part 1 of the working
document, entitled "Eucharist and the Present-Day
Pope Benedict XVI
World," explains that from
the responses to the
questionnaire one can deduce that attendance at "Mass on Sunday is
quite high in several local Churches of African nations and in some of
the Asian" Churches.
"The opposite phenomenon is verified, instead, in most of the
European and American countries and in some of Oceania, reaching
negative extremes of 5%," notes the working document.
"A more continuous and intense catechesis should be promoted in
relation to the importance and obligation to attend Holy Mass on
Sundays and days of obligation," continues the document. "At times the
importance of the obligation is devalued, stating that it is sufficient to
fulfil it when the state of spirit suggests it."
Among the most worrying phenomena is the fact that there is "a
decline in the practice of the faith and in participation in the Mass,
primarily among young people," it states.
"This calls for reflection in regard to how much time pastors and
catechists dedicate to educating youths and children in the faith and how
much time is allocated instead to other activities, such as those of a
social character," notes the document.
It does, however, reflect "satisfaction with an inculturated liturgy
that makes possible greater active participation," especially in the Mass.
The two great dangers that threaten the Eucharist today in Christian
communities are "the secularization of salvation and religious
relativism," the working document states.
However, the document aims, not to foster "pessimism," but to
advocate the "missionary activity of the Church."

Feastday: September 20
The evangelization of Korea began
during the 17th century through a
group of lay persons. A strong vital
Christian community flourished there
Photo: Catholic Forum
under lay leadership until missionaries
Saints Index
arrived from the Paris Foreign Mission
Society.
During the terrible persecutions that occurred in the 19th
century (in 1839, 1866, and 1867), one hundred and three
members of the Christian community gave their lives as martyrs.
Outstanding among these witnesses to the faith were the first
Korean priest and pastor, Andrew Kim Taegon, and the lay apostle,
Paul Chong Hasang.
Among the other martyrs were a few bishops and priests, but
for the most part they were lay people, men and women, married
and unmarried, children, young people, and the elderly. All
suffered greatly for the Faith and consecrated the rich beginnings
of the Church of Korea with their blood as martyrs.
Pope John Paul II, during his trip to Korea, canonized these
martyrs on May 6, 1984, and inserted their feast into the Calendar
of the Universal Church.
— Taken from Catholic Online

In this Year of the Eucharist Christians ought to be
committed to bearing more forceful witness to God’s
presence in the world. We should not be afraid to speak
about God and to bear proud witness to our faith.
Taken from Apostolic Letter for the
Year of the Eucharist from Pope John Paul II.

"Proudly Supporting Broome
and the Kimberley"

The BIA Group, PO Box 68, Broome, W.A. 6725
• Phone: (08) 9193 5455 • Facsimile: (08) 9193 6057
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From the office of
Justice, Ecology & Peace
By Br Shane Wood cfc

The Bible and the Earth
In a recent publication from the Vatican, the preacher from the
pontifical household, Fr Raniero Cantalamessa, gave his thoughts on
‘True Environmentalism’. He took a passage from St Paul to the
Romans (8:18-23) to open his reflection on ecology. In this passage,
Paul speaks of the ‘whole of creation groaning in one great act of giving
birth’.
Fr Raniero goes on to say that there ‘are two ways of speaking of
ecology and respect for creation: one starting from man (sic.) and the
other starting from God’. I would venture to suggest that there is a third
way of speaking of ecology that encompasses both of the other two –
that is from the perspective of creation itself. One group has taken this
seriously and has undertaken a project sponsored by the Research
Institute within the Faculty of Theology at Flinders University in South
Australia.
The basic aims of the Earth Bible Project are:
• to develop ecojustice principles appropriate to an Earth
hermeneutic for interpreting the Bible and for promoting justice
and healing for Earth;
• to publish these interpretations as contributions to the current
debate on ecology, ecoethics and ecotheology;
• to provide a responsible forum within which the suppressed voice of
Earth may be heard and impulses for healing Earth may be generated.
The Earth Bible group has developed a set of basic ecojustice
principles from which they undertake their research of the scripture.
These principles are:
• The principle of intrinsic worth — The universe, Earth and all its
components have intrinsic worth/value
• The principle of interconnectedness — Earth is a community of
inter-connected living things that are mutually dependent on each
other for life and survival.
• The principle of voice — Earth is a living entity capable of raising
its voice in celebration and against injustice.
• The principle of purpose — The universe, Earth and all its
components are part of a dynamic cosmic design within which each
piece has a place in the overall goal of that design.
• The principle of custodianship — Earth is a balanced and diverse
domain requiring responsible custodians who function as partners
with, rather than rulers over, Earth to sustain its balance and
diversity.
• The principle of resistance — Earth and its components not only
suffer from human injustices but actively resist them in the struggle
for justice.
This international Project has been in operation for some years now
and has given rise to a number of approaches to reading various parts of
the Hebrew and Christian scriptures from the perspective of the Earth.
As Norman Habel, the leader of the project said in 2002 on ABC radio:
This world, this earth, is what God has given, it’s a place where
God dwells, and it’s a renewal of this earth that’s central, so I think
there’s in fact [sic.] not simply adding something, but a discovery of the
fact that some of our theology, some of our thinking has been negative
towards the earth in a way that’s not at all justified in the Biblical
tradition.
As people who take our cues from the Bible and from tradition, we
should be vitally interested in such a project that can assist us to
understand more fully what the biblical text is saying to us today.
10
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Prayer to the
Holy Spirit
Come Holy Spirit of Life:
Brood over this Great Southland:
Inspire us to live in peace
and harmony with one another.
Come Holy Spirit of Love:
Inscribe compassion on our hearts:
Open our eyes and ears
to the cries of those who suffer.
Come Holy Spirit of Fire:
Stir within us the flame of passion:
Gift us with the courage
to strive for justice.
Come Holy Spirit of Truth:
Stretch our dreams and hopes across the globe:
Draw us into the wonder and mystery
of the Holy ground of creation.
Come Holy Spirit of Unity:
Bind us together as one family:
Full of the joy and peace
that comes from knowing Jesus Christ.
Amen
(M.Humphrys, Brisbane 1997)

Seeking assistance
to trace family
Family members of the late
George Henry Martin Roe are
seeking any information that
people might be able to give them
in relation to the identity of his
mother and the area she came
from. George could have been
variously known as Martin Roe
or George Martin Roe.
Records show that he was
born in August 1890 and resided
at Beagle Bay Mission for some
twelve years prior to going to
Shark Bay in 1919. Some records
indicate that his father was a
white man and that his mother was an Aboriginal woman.
Anyone who can assist in this search for information should
make contact directly with Valerie Corbett (nee Roe) the daughter
of George Henry Martin Roe. Valerie can be contacted on 08
9445 3910 or by writing to 1 Shaw Place, Innaloo WA 6018.

World Youth Day Focus

Pilgrims sent forth for World Youth
Day in Germany
Bishop Ted Collins of Darwin and Bishop Christopher Saunders of
Broome and the Kimberley celebrated the Commissioning of the
pilgrims going to World Youth Day in Germany. Fifteen pilgrims from
the Kimberley and six representatives from NATSICC (National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council) joined fifteen
pilgrims from Darwin for the journey that took them to France where
they visited the Holy Shrines enroute to Cologne. A further five
pilgrims from the Neocatechumenate Way also attended World Youth
Day. In Cologne, they joined an estimated 800,000 young people from
around the world including 2500 young Australians.
The theme of WYD 2005 was “We have come to worship him”.
The call to prayer and worship came from the Holy Father and was
enthusiastically answered by a vast body of youth, the future of the
Church in the world.

Above: Pilgrims are blessed before leaving
Broome. Photo: A Hayden
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• Kimberley Cup • Bishop’s Day at the races •

A DAY AT THE RACES
The Bishop’s Day at the Races was a means for Bishop Saunders
to say “thank-you” to those working in the Catholic agencies in
Broome. One hundred and sixty people - staff, spouses and friends
from St Mary’s College, Notre Dame University, the Catholic
Education Office, Centacare and the St Vincent de Paul Society met
on the day of the Kimberley Cup (July 30th) in a special covered area
set aside for the lunch and refreshments. A few lucky punters had a
very profitable afternoon
but all agreed that the day
itself was a real winner.
Bishop Saunders said
he felt privileged to have
the opportunity to provide
a venue and an occasion
for those who share in the
mission of the Church to
gather. “We are fortunate
that so many good people
contribute to our work
and it has been great to
celebrate that fact” he
said.

Broome Parish Priest, Fr Joseph Pelle, studies the form guide while
Seminarian Rodriguez Tomala looks on. Photo: A Hayden

Liz Jack from
Notre Dame and
Sr Leone Collins
from Centacare
trackside.

Holly Brown, Rose
Mitchell and Angie
Gannon have fun
at the track.

Erica Bernard (front left) and friends from the Catholic Education Office look
as though they are having a great time at the Bishop’s Day at the Races.
Photo: A Hayden
12
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By the delight on her face, Kristy Wood’s horse must have been a winner.
Clare Pigram helps her celebrate. Both Kristy and Clare work at St Mary’s
College. Photo: A Hayden

The Kimberley Cup is a day to dress up and have some fun at the races. Here
St Mary’s College and Diocesan Office Staff smile for the camera. l – r Sadie
Prendergast, Marian Rowe, Sharon Brockway, Suzanne Smith, Anne Gordon,
Angie Gannon, Terri Oliver and Alison Hayden. Photo: C. Scanlon

University of Notre Dame Australia
Broome Campus News

Painting the
Future: Gifts
from Country
Aboriginal art
exhibition

American students say
goodbye to Broome
By Ngaire Baker

By Ngaire Baker
This outstanding collection of 36 paintings by 26 Indigenous
Kimberley artists unveils the soul of the Kimberley.
Each of the paintings in the collection was gifted to the University
of Notre Dame’s Broome Campus as part of a major project to raise
funds for the new University library.
Sr Pat Rhatigan, former Dean of the Broome Campus and Esther
Bevan, member of the Campus Board of Management, spent three
years travelling throughout the Tanami and Western Desert regions of
the Kimberley speaking to Aboriginal artists and asking for their help.
The response was overwhelming with internationally renowned
and emerging artists all offering their work without fee.
The Painting the Future: Gifts from Country exhibit is the result of
the generosity of these artists.

Visiting American students Jamie Smith (left) from Los Gatos, California and
Leah Sonnenberg from Concord, California are pictured admiring work titled
‘Two Women Dreaming Story’ by Joy Wise. Photo: N Baker

The group of students from The University of Portland in the United States
shortly before leaving Broome after a six week stay. Photo: N Baker.
In Broome as part of Notre Dame’s Study Abroad Programme, the
University of Portland students said their goodbyes to Broome campus
following a six week visit to the Kimberley town.
The pilot programme saw 19 students and two staff including Dr
Becky Houck and Fr Tom Hosinski farewelled by Campus Director,
Gavin Greaves and staff at a lunch time sausage sizzle in late July.
Gavin added that everyone had enjoyed having the students on
Campus during the winter break and he wished them well for their
future studies.
The Portland students were the first group to trial the new concept
of studying at the Broome Campus in winter, an idea which first came
to Notre Dame’s Peta Sanderson and Simon Adams about twelve
months ago.
“The University has been running a successful Study Abroad
Programme for many years and over this time we have worked with
Catholic Universities in the United States of America.
Broome in winter is ideal and it gave the students the perfect
location to experience first hand their studies in Science, Religion and
Animal Behaviour,” said Peta.
She added that the programme had been a worthwhile experience,
with a very positive feeling.
During the visit the student also enjoyed camel rides on Cable
Beach, visits to a pearl farm and Aqua Culture Centre, walks through
the Broome Bird Observatory, a five day field trip staying with an
Aboriginal Community, sailing at sunset, viewing the dinosaur
footprints and tidal pools at Gantheaume Point and a concert by
Broome's Pigram Brothers.
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School News
B r o o m e

Melbourne Cultural Exchange
By Nat Giancono
St Mary’s
College, in conjunction with
Genazzano FCJ
College and
Xavier College
in Melbourne,
fosters reconciliation through a
student exc h a n g e p r o - St Mary’s College students busy at a fundraising meeting to
g r a m m e t h a t raise cash for their trip to Melbourne. L-R Rohani Bin Haji
was initiated in Sahari, Sam Edgar and Brendon Rahman. Photo: N Giancono
1988. Each year
a group of eight students (four male and four female) from St Mary’s
College travel to Melbourne to attend school at Genazzano or Xavier
Colleges. Just catching a tram or walking through the city can be an
unforgettable experience.
All students in Year 10 and 11 at St Mary’s College have the
opportunity to apply for this unique experience. This meeting of
cultures across Australia is an opportunity to nurture young Australian
voices for social justice and reconciliation. Increased confidence, selfesteem and the ability to appreciate and mix with people from other
walks of life and cultures is integral to the success of the programme.

Science
Unplugged
By Jessica Ryan
Recently, Jessica Ryan, the Cultural Science Coordinator at St
Mary’s College, travelled to Melbourne to attend the Australian Science
Teachers’ Association Conference "CONASTA 54 Science Unplugged"
which was held at Melbourne University. Jessica was the recipient of
the Ruth Dircks Scholarship which enabled her to travel to Melbourne
and attend the conference. Only one high school teacher is chosen for
the scholarship each year.
Nobel Prize Laureate, Professor Peter Doherty was a speaker at the
Conference and Colonel Pamela Melroy, a NASA astronaut, delivered
an inspirational keynote address which focussed on the future. A
talking point among the delegates after the keynote address was that a
person between the age of 5 and 25 somewhere on Earth will be the first
person to walk on Mars. Is that person in your classroom? Are you
preparing your students for a future of science and space exploration?
While at the Conference, Jessica made contact with other science
teachers who are teaching Indigenous students and made links with
schools across Australia. These included speaking with people from the
Gunditjmara Lands in Victoria as well as Kormilda College in the
Northern Territory.
The conference was an interesting and inspiring event to attend.

ST MARY’S COLLEGE

ENROLMENTS
FOR 2006
If you wish to enrol your child at St Mary’s College for 2006,
applications are now being considered. Interviews will be
conducted throughout Term 3 with placements offered by
early Term 4.
KINDERGARTEN — An Open Day will be held on Thursday
18 August from 9.00am until 10.30am at the Kindergarten
Centre on Dakas Street on the primary campus.
YEAR 8 — A Parent Information Evening will be held on
Wednesday 19 October at 5.30pm in the Nulungu Chapel at
the Secondary Campus on Port Drive.
ALL OTHER YEARS — Applications for all other year
groups are now also being considered for 2006. For further
information and application folders, please contact the
secondary administration staff on 9192 1035 between
9.00am and 4.00pm.
Secondary Campus - 3 Port Drive
PO Box 100, Broome WA 6725
Tel: 9192 1035 Fax: 9192 1797
Email: admin@stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au
Website: www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au
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L-R Jessica Ryan, Laureate Professor Peter Doherty ( Nobel Prize Winner 1996)
and Julie Sheppard ( President of the Science Teachers’ Association of WA, Head
of Science Merredin SHS) at the Award Night.

School News
M u l a n

B a l g o

Smarter than Smoking

Circus Comes to Town!

By Rachel Smith

By Kim Bristow

On Friday 22nd July the students, staff and families of John
Pujajangka-Piyirn School at Mulan gathered together to participate in a
Smarter than Smoking day organised by one of the teachers, Kathleen
Wallin. The day started with a range of family activities which included
a parents versus students football game. The students were very excited
to take the honours. Each class did a presentation on the effects of
smoking and prizes were given to students who could answer questions
about the Smarter than Smoking message. The day finished with a
range of healthy foods prepared by the students.

Cynthia Bumblebee shows how easy it is to stand on her head.

Elijah Darkie and Abraham Calyon at the Smarter than Smoking presentation with
parent Shirley Brown.
G i b b

Somersaults, tumbling, balancing, spinning hoops and lots of face
paint invaded Luurnpa Catholic School on 21-22 July 2005.
Sonic Boom Circus spent a week in Balgo undertaking workshops
and performing for the community during their two month tour of
desert communities.
The students were captivated by the circus skills they were taught and
thrived on the challenge of acrobatics involving team work and trust.

R i v e r

SACRAMENTS AT
WANALIRRI
By Leanne Cook
Fr. Brian Egan's last act of ministry for Kalumburu Parish (before
he returned to his Sydney Parish) was to celebrate Baptism and First
Holy Communion at Ngallagunda Community, Gibb River Station.
Seven children at Wanalirri Catholic School had been preparing
all term for the Sacraments. The ceremony was well attended by
family and friends as was the afternoon tea! Congratulations to the
children and their families and thanks to Fr Brian for a very special
celebration.
L-R: Bridey Eggleton, Fr Brian Egan, Reggie Tataya, Rabecca Wungundin,
Leon Nyandi, Aiden Nyandi, George Gallagher and Selwyn Malay at the
Baptism and 1st Communion celebrations at Gibb River. Photo: L Cook
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School News
W a r m u n

Warmun Girl plays
Basketball for Australia
The following article has been received from former Warmun resident Kia Dowell
I am two weeks away from my departure to Izmir, Turkey for the
World University Summer Games. I will be competing with the
Australian Women's Basketball Team which is made up of University
players who are either attending college in Australia, or in my case, in
another country. I recently graduated from the University of Texas at
El Paso (UTEP) with my Bachelor in Business Management and will
soon begin my MBA in International Business.

Kia Dowell in action.
I have been in the US now for 5 years and have been extremely
blessed to have such amazing support from so many people. I came to
the US by way of an athletic scholarship (basketball) and spent two
years in Fort Scott, Kansas before transferring to El Paso, Texas. Upon
graduation I plan to return to Australia to begin working within the
community, primarily to help other young Indigenous athletes take
advantage of opportunities such as the one I have pursued.
It's hard to distinguish between where I call 'home' since I've spent
an equal amount of time growing up in both the East Kimberley
(Warmun Community) and in Darwin, NT. My experiences as an
Indigenous athlete have proven to be such a driving force in my life,
not for the reason of fame but for the reason of making dreams a
reality. Since being in the US I have come to refer to all of Australia
as home, although I am particularly drawn to the areas that most
affected me when growing up. I guess you could say that although I
have left Australia, Australia has never left me.
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Handy Helpers at
Ngalangangpum
By Sr Alma Cabassi rsj
John and Julie Spark from Junortoun, Victoria volunteered their
services to Ngalangangpum School, Warmun for two terms. John, a
retired teacher, tutored students and Julie was "Girl Friday" who could
turn her hand to a varied list of skills like catering, sewing, assisting
with secretarial work and classroom work to name just a few. The
school community found their presence and skills, as well as their
generosity in giving of time for after school activities, like BBQs on
Parent/Teacher evenings and film nights, a wonderful support.

John Sparks tutors Jeremiah Churchill during a session in class at
Ngalangangpum School. Photo: Sr Liz Koziol.

Julie Sparks gets stuck into meal preparations during her time as a volunteer in
Warmun. Photo: Sr Liz Koziol.

School News
W a r m u n

W y n d h a m

Cross Cultural Experience

HOLY COMMUNION

By Sr Alma Cabassi rsj

By Nicole Arathoon

Students from St Augustine's Kyabram visted Ngalangangpum
School, Warmun for a cross-culture experience. The students assisted
in the classrooms and were treated to a bush trip where Shirley Purdie
pointed out significant land marks and told them the Dreamtime stories
that formed the landscape. The students were accompanied by Faye
Roberts and Bernadette McPherson (of Billiluna and Notre Dame
Broome Campus fame.)

Photo: N Arathoon

Students and staff from St Augustine's Kyabram, Victoria and the Year two/three
class from Ngalangangpum School at Violet Valley. Photo: F Roberts
K u n u n u r r a

Bugs on display
By Emma Morrison
Students at St Joseph’s School in Kununurra were busy preparing
projects for the Kununurra Agricultural Show held at the end of July.
Mrs Gregory's class 3/4 have made papier-mâché ants and ladybirds for
display at the Show. Here Chelsea Meehan, Joshua Carlton, Brent Gore
and Ella-Tia Yeeda proudly show off their work. The school choir also
performed at the show.

On Sunday July 3rd, fourteen students from St Joseph's School in
Wyndham celebrated their First Holy Communion. A beautiful
ceremony conducted by Wyndham-Warmun Parish Priest, Father Mark
Connolly CSSp, was attended by many parents and friends.
Congratulations to all the students on their reverence and commitment
to this very special occasion.

P L E A SE R E M EM B E R
T H E C AT H O L IC C H U RC H
O F T H E K I M BE R L E Y I N
Y O U R W I LL
A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome for the
religious, educational and charitable works of the Church
allows funds to be applied where the need is greatest.

❑
❑
❑

I would like more information about remembering the
Church in my will.
I have already included the Church in my will and wish to
have this noted.
I would like to be contacted for a confidential talk about
my will, or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Please mail coupon to:
The Finance Officer, Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Telephone: (08) 9192 1060 or Fax: (08) 9192 2136

Name: ________________________________________________
Address:

____________________________________________

__________________________________

ABN 37 040 099 127

Photo: E Morrison
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ORDER FORM

KIMBERLEY CHURCH LOGO CAPS
Please send me ____ caps @ $12.00 (inclusive of postage and GST)
(Please indicate number and type
of cap required).

❏ Black cap with red trim
❏ Cream cap with black peak
❏ Plain dark blue (no trim) and
❏ Plain black (no trim)
Cheque
enclosed.

for

$__________

CHRISTMAS EDITION COVER

**COMPETITION**

P U T CHRI ST B A C K
I N T O CHRISTMAS

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Telephone : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Please forward this form to:
The Diocese of Broome
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Ph: (08) 9192 1060 Fax: (08) 9192 2136
The caps are also available from the Diocesan Office at 9 Louis Street, Broome and are
supplied by Pat and Pauline Credlin, Kimberley Embroidery Company, PO Box 993,
Broome WA 6725. Tel: (08) 9192 7885 Fax: (08) 9192 8706

The Sacred Heart
Church Beagle Bay
Conservation and Restoration Appeal
Please make donations
payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA
(WA) and post to:

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay Conservation and
Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

MY DONATION
❑ $25 ❑ $50
❑ $100 ❑ Other
My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed.
OR ❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa ❑ Bankcard

oooo.oooo.oooo.oooo
Card No.

________________________________________________________
Expiry Date

Signature

Name: ____________________________________________________________
Postal Address: ________________________________________________
Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. Receipts will be issued.

The painting shown here was chosen as the Kimberley Community
Profile 2004 Christmas Edition Cover. Artwork by Lauren Clay.

Students are invited to submit original
artwork with a Christmas theme for the
cover of the Kimberley Community
Profile’s 2005 Christmas Edition.
The winning entries may be used for the
Bishop’s Christmas card.
Please forward artwork addressed to:
Bishop Christopher Saunders
Bishop of Broome
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
Size: Min. A4 to Max. A3
Entries should be in portrait orientation
and submitted on good quality paper.

1st prize - $100 for the artist and a DVD
player or Video player for the school
2nd Prize - $50 for the artist
and a tape/radio/CD player for the school
Entries submitted after 28 October 2005
will not be accepted.
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focus

Cleaning up the rubbish around Roebuck Bay were environmentally minded
students and staff from St Mary’s College. Their efforts were well appreciated by
locals and tourists alike. Photo: CAS

The bells were ringing for Rose Haggarty and Aidan Mitchell at Our Lady Queen
of Peace Cathedral in Broome when they celebrated their marriage on 2nd July
05. Bishop Christopher Saunders was the marriage celebrant and a host of
interested family and friends wished them every blessing for their future together.
Photo: CAS

Good fishing ability comes easy for some people! Chiavaarn Pedro holds up a
Coral Trout and a Blue-Bone Emperor, a small part of a day’s catch off the rugged
Kimberley coast in July. Photo: CAS.
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The Sonic Boom Circus has been touring in the Kimberley and bringing circus
acts to remote desert communities. Here Quornetta Gordon and Felix Williams
from Luurnpa Catholic School in Balgo take part in a balancing act.
Photo: K Bristow

DESIGN BY RED LOGIC DESIGN, BROOME W.A. 6725

Bishop Christopher Saunders (Centre) with Sr Jill O’Brien (left) and Sister
Carmel Posa (right) at the Kimberley Cup Race Day. Photo: A Hayden

