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Alleluia, Alleluia!

I bring you news of great joy, 
today a saviour has been born to us,

Christ the Lord.   Alleluia! — Luke 2: 10,11

May our prayer be that this Christmas 
will bring to you and 
your family 
true Peace, 
Hope and joy.
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Christmas Message

❍ One Year: $25.00

❍ Two Years: $50.00 

❍ Cheque enclosed

KCP Christmas Edition
Cover Competition

The winning entry (front cover) in the 2005 KCP Christmas Edition
Cover Competition was painted by Madison Ellett a Year 2/3 student at
St Joseph’s School, Kununurra.  Madison’s prize is $100 and St Joseph’s
will receive a DVD or Video Player. 

The second place entry (above) was painted by Azariah Felton a Year
3 student at Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre at Billiluna.  Azariah
will receive $50 and a tape/radio or CD player will be sent to
Kururrungku CEC.  

The three independent judges once again had a very difficult task in
assessing the entries in the competition.   Congratulations to Madison and
Azariah and many thanks to all who contributed.

The Miracle of Christmas –
Knowing that you are loved

Mention to almost anyone that Christmas is
just around the corner and they’ll gasp with
astonishment and tell you how it’s sneaked up on
them yet again….  

The first Christmas certainly took Mary and
Joseph by surprise.  They had much to do too….

There was the challenge of a long journey to Bethlehem to fulfil the
requirements of the law.  They had a child due any day and they had
nowhere to stay.  With the gratitude of those who have next to nothing
to their name they accepted joyfully the stable with its accompanying
menagerie, earthen floors and ordinary farm yard smells.  No king was
ever born into such impoverished surroundings.  There was little to
recommend this accommodation with its zero star rating but it was a
roof over their heads and a windbreak from the winter chill.  Keeping
up appearances was certainly not a concern for the Son of Man as his
family generated all the warmth and comfort you could ask for in an
otherwise appalling situation.  The Holy Family knew great joy in
simplicity and solidarity.  Indeed, the Star of Bethlehem was the only
one that rated in their lives.

I suggest that now would be the right time to set our priorities for
the celebration of Christmas this year. I offer the following: 
1. Be determined to put Christ back into Christmas.  Focus on the

feast as a faith/belief event: a holy time, not just a public holiday.   
2. Establish a renewed pattern of praying leading into Christmas.

Share more family prayers, remember to say Grace before and after
meals, go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, read and pray
through a passage of Holy Scripture every day, attend daily Mass
whenever you can during Advent.  

3. Get the Family together and discuss how you can make Christmas
a simple affair for everyone. Reduce gift giving to one present only
per person – keep it simple and inexpensive.  Donate an amount to
charity to help others.   

4. Make Christmas Dinner special by inviting someone you know
who otherwise will be alone or send around a meal to somebody
who needs it.  But keep it simple and inexpensive. 

5. If you send Christmas Cards  then make sure that they are to do
with an appropriate religious theme, for example the Birth of Jesus,
the Visit of the Magi etc.  Christmas should not be trivialised by
cheap commercial motifs. Christmas means the Christ-Mass.  

6. Go to Church together as a family this Christmas.   Remember to
give thanks to almighty God for sending Jesus into the world so
that we can know that we are loved.
I pray that the peace of Christmas and God’s choicest blessings will

be with you and your family always.

+ Christopher Saunders
Bishop of Broome

The 2005 KCP Christmas Edition Cover Competition runner-up.
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Edward Khaemba. Photo: CAS

Briefly Speaking

Fr Wally McNamara, an Irish  Spiritan Priest, known to many for his
work in Port Hedland has been appointed to Dampier Peninsular Parish.
Assisting him will be Edward Khaemba a Spiritan student from Kenya
who will be undertaking ministry on the Peninsular for two years before
returning to Africa to be ordained.  We warmly welcome them both to the
Diocese.  

Fr Wally McNamara. Photo: CAS

Greg & Karen Bell, who have lived at Lombadina for the past three years
as church care-takers left the Dampier Peninsular parish recently to return
south.  Greg and Karen have lived in the Kimberley for many years,
firstly in Kununurra and then as Administrators at Kalumburu Mission
before going to Lombadina.   We thank them for their wonderful work and
wish them every blessing for their future.  

Photo: A Hayden

Photo: CAS

Southern Cross Care CEO, Mr Stuart Flynn, was in Broome recently to
display publicly for the first time the drawings and plans for the new aged
care facility.  Stage One will be a thirty-two bed complex with state of the
art design and amenities.  Building begins next year on the Dickson Street
site.

Photo: CAS

The Officer Commanding the Kimberley Squadron of Norforce Regiment
Major Pat Hay is soon to leave Broome for a new posting in Canberra.
Major Hay has been in Broome since January 2004 and will be replaced
by Major Cameron Lane, an Infantry Officer from Townsville,
Queensland.

Major Pat Hay (left) of Kimberley Squadron and the Norforce
Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lt. Col. Dick Parker, at the plaque
commemorating the opening of the Broome Norforce Depot.

Photo: CAS

Sr Leone Collins SJG (centre) recently celebrated fifty years of
commitment to the Sisters of St John of God and the Diocese of Broome.
Bishop Christopher Saunders invited those present at the 9.00am Mass at
Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome on Sunday 9th October
to sing the Blessing Song over her, thanking God for her wonderful
contribution over fifty years.

Photo: S Wood

Year 12 graduates Whitney Clements (left) and Kyrah Drummond were

part of a gala occasion when St Mary’s College said farewell to the senior

class recently.  Mass celebrated by Bishop Saunders at the Nulungu Chapel

was followed by a superb dinner at Cable Beach Club attended by one

hundred & ten people including students, teachers, friends and family.
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W o r l d
Mission Day
is the univer-
sal day for the

Catholic Church community
throughout the world to focus on the
vital work of Global Mission. Your
support and contribution to this
work is appreciated enormously.
Catholic Mission would like to say
thank you to all our school
communities and parishes of the
Broome Diocese  who participated
in the work of Catholic Mission this
year.  Recognising the many
situations of war and terror and the
fragile nature of peace in the world
today, Catholic Mission is always
highlighting the call for all of us to
be active creators of an environment

where people can live in peace and
harmony in the world.

This year it has been very
encouraging to see the effort and
time that our school communities
and parishes have put in to helping
Catholic Mission fulfil its Global
mission. You can continue to
support Catholic Mission through
prayer or a message of peace. For
instance send a message of peace to
those who may be ostracised,
marginalised, isolated, and living in
and with conflict. You can also help
Catholic Mission by making a
donation which can be sent to
Catholic Mission Office, PO Box
151 Broome  WA 6725.  For further
information contact Fr. Daniel
Chama on  08 9193 5888.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S FINEST JEWELLERY

BROOME PEARLS

ARGYLE DIAMONDS

KALGOORLIE GOLD

DAMPIER TCE, BROOME

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6725
TEL: (08) 9192 2430  FAX: (08) 9193 5280
EMAIL: linneysbroome@bigpond.com

Catholic Mission Footy Academy 
for Broome 

A new direction for St Mary’s College is underway with the

beginning of the West Kimberley Football Academy coming to Broome

in 2006.  In partnership with the Clontarf Foundation headed by ex-

Docker’s Coach Gerard Neesham, St Mary’s College and Broome Senior

High School will offer opportunities to fifty students to attend the special

educational facility which is especially targeting youth not attending

school.  The program is open to indigenous and non-indigenous youth.

Mr Brett Winfield will head the Academy in Broome which will include

facilities at St Mary’s College and at the Broome Senior High School.

Mr Ross Kelly and Mr Gerard Neesham were in Broome recently to

meet with St Mary’s College and Broome Senior High School officials

about the establishment of the Academy.  Perth businessman, Mr Denis

Cullity, an ardent supporter of the Clontarf Academy, was also in Broome

to help facilitate the unique partnership between the two schools which

will share equally in the impressive project.  With Mr Cullity’s help and

the support of Broome’s business community, the academy will be an

important part of St Mary’s life and service to the needs of Kimberley

students. 

(left to right) Ross Kelly, Gerard Neesham and Denis Cullity.  Photo: CAS

Catholic Mission 
Says Thanks

Centacare News

Phillipa Cook has left
Centacare Kimberley after 7 1/2
years as the Co-ordinator of the
Kimberley Regional Domestic
Violence Prevention Committee.
Phillipa says she is busier than ever
now that she has taken on the role
of full-time carer for her parents.
She also accompanied her daughter
to New Zealand  in November
where they both had the chance to
relax and enjoy touring the country.  Photo A Hayden

By Fr Daniel
Chama, Diocesan

Director

Photo: Courtesy Catholic Mission.

           



Activities in a nutshell

The months of August, September and October saw many people
coming to Mirrilingki. It is pleasing to note that people from throughout
the Kimberley - East and West - made use of the Centre for meetings as
well as coming to participate in the various programs and workshops
offered. The workshop conducted by Michael Mangan on Scripture and
Song was particularly well received.

Mirrilingki News

Drug Action Group team members at Mirrilingki show off their dancing skills. 

(l to r) Betty Carrington, Frances Flemming RSJ, Jeanie Daylight, Mary Thomas,

Nancy Nodea.

MIRRILINGKI
SPIRITUALITY

CENTRE CALLING
Mirrilingki is looking for volunteers
for March and April and from August to December 2006.

This is a chance for people to experience

life in community in the Australian outback,

contributing to the ministry of Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre.

Volunteers are needed who are willing and able to do

ordinary things with flair and enthusiasm.

If you wish to know more, please visit our website

www.users.bigpond.com/mirrilingki
If you would like to be part of our community

please ring Sister Nellie Versluys RSJ on 
(08) 9168 7884 and/or 

fill in the application form on our website.

Mirrilingki is a cross-cultural Catholic centre which seeks to promote
formation in ministry and personal development across the Church of the

Kimberley in the spirit of National Reconciliation.

Kitchen

Sr Visitation Cidad OSB came to work at Kalumburu in November
1960.  She came from Burgos in Spain and is a member of the Missionary
Sisters of St Benedict.  She has raised more than a generation of babies
at Kalumburu, helping care for children as they grew up and assisting
their mothers in challenging times.  She is an expert seamstress and can
do wonderful needlework.  These skills have been  passed on to a number
of girls at the remote settlement.  Sister has been cooking for Mission
staff since she arrived at Kalumburu and has a number of famous tasty
recipes to her name.  This is one of them and it’s no trifling matter!!

Sr Visi’s Christmas Trifle

Ingredients

1 glass bowl
1 good handful of coloured jelly cut into cubes (red and green)
125ml of cream.
1/2 sponge cake cut into slices (18cm)
Fruity raspberry jam
125ml sweet sherry
Glace cherries
30g blanched almonds
500ml rich custard
6 macaroons
6 sml sweet biscuits like Rich Butter shortbreads, broken
2 tablespoons tropical fruit juice

Method

Spread jam over the sponge slices and line the bowl, together with
macaroons and shortbread biscuits
Slowly pour over the sherry and fruit juice.  Soak for 15 minutes
Add the custard
Decorate with jelly pieces and whipped cream, 
almond slices and cherries.
Serve chilled.

Apetito del bon! 
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C a r i t a s
Australia is
commit t ing
$1 million
towards the
e m e r g e n c y

response in Pakistan following the
devastating earthquake that struck
the central Asia region in early
October killing at least 55,000
people.  

“We would like to thank the
Australian public for their
generosity towards those people
affected by this tragedy. The
commitment of $1 million reflects
the Australian public’s compassion
at a time of desperate need,” said
Jack de Groot, Chief Executive
Officer of Caritas Australia. 

By working through partner
agency Caritas Pakistan, funds
provided by Caritas Australia will
be used to support and assist 5000
rural households in eight villages –
four in Kashmir around the town of

Muzaffarabad and four in the North-
West Frontier province around the

town of Balakot. 
“With winter closing in, there

are time constraints on getting
assistance to the affected

communities before weather
conditions worsen.  Immediate

shelter in the form of winterised
tents will be provided to the affected
families, along with blankets.” said
Mr de Groot. 

As most household items have
been lost or destroyed, Caritas
Pakistan will also distribute stoves,
cooking utensils as well as essential
household items and hygiene
articles. Food distribution is being
coordinated in collaboration with
the World Food Program. 

“The wide scale devastation of
communities in the region means
our three year commitment is an
essential component of the wider
response to those in need,” said Mr
de Groot. 

Caritas Australia is still
accepting donations for the Central
Asia Earthquake Appeal, and will
be continuing to support the
response as it evolves. 

Donations can be made by
phoning 1800 024 413, or on-line at
www.caritas.org.au.

For further information please
contact Diocesan Director, Fr Emil
Ciecierga on 9192 4950. 

Two trucks with food and blankets reach the town of Muzzaffarabad in Pakistan.

Photo credit: Caritas Australia

Emergency Response to Pakistan
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Caritas

By Fr Emil
Ciecierega,

Diocesan Director

      



This year

the Christmas

rush takes on

a new

meaning as

the Prime Minister and the

Government make valiant efforts

to have new legislation passed in

the areas of Industrial Relations

and Anti-terrorism before

Christmas.  It has taken a long time

for the details of the proposed laws

in both areas to become public.  In

the case of the Anti-Terror laws,

there was some ‘secret’ discussion

with the State and Territory

leaders, but the public were not

trusted with a sighting of the draft

legislation.  No doubt this will be

covered by the mantra of ‘in the

interests of national security’.

Well, I for one do not think that is

good enough.

In a situation where many in

the community have felt that they

have been misled over some of the

‘evidence’ leading up to the

commitment of Australian troops to

the conflict in Iraq, it has been

difficult to remain relaxed about a

Government that says in effect,

‘Trust us, we know what’s best for

you.’ People have not been given

any great sense of security either

by hearing that the Opposition will

allow the laws to pass even though

they disagree with the lack of

judicial oversight of the unusual,

and some would say extreme,

limits being proposed to citizens’

freedoms and rights.

Our minds are thrown back to

the Tampa affair and the way in

which the then Opposition made

little or no objection to the actions

of the Government in relation to

the boat people at that time.  A

similar situation seems to apply in

relation to the Anti-terror laws.  If

the Government is committed to

move towards the passing of these

laws with undue haste and with a

minimum of public scrutiny, the

task of the Opposition at the very

least ought to be to slow the

process down so that full public

scrutiny and debate is possible.  I

applaud the courage and integrity

of those Opposition members who

have not ruled out the possibility of

crossing the floor on this issue. 

There is always a healthy

suspicion aroused for citizens in a

democracy when a government

attempts to force legislation

through the parliament without

allowing sufficient time for

appropriate public scrutiny and

debate.  Whatever the merits of the

proposed legislation in regard to

both Industrial Relations and Anti-

terrorism, the voters of Australia

deserve to be treated with respect

and not cynical contempt when

such important and far-reaching

measures are being considered.

The undue haste being espoused by

the Government and the weak

response of the Labor Opposition

do nothing to restore our

decreasing level of trust in those

put into positions of responsibility

in our national parliament.

Perhaps our national tendency

to take what we are told by our

leaders with more than a grain of

salt is something to be grateful for

in this instance.       

‘The Christmas rush’ has
a new meaning

From the Office of Justice, Ecology & Peace

By Br Shane Wood

GEORGE MANNING: 
The Voice of the
Kimberley retires
By Bill Worth

The “Voice of the Kimberley”, ABC Radio personality George
Manning, has left the north for retirement in Dwellingup, south of Perth.
George began his remarkable service as manager of ABC Kimberley in
1989.  During that time he oversaw the development of the ABC in WA’s
far north bringing a high quality of radio service to towns and remote
communities through the region.

George was very involved in community matters and often compered
a quiz evening or a concert raising funds for charity.  At the Turf Club
meetings his warm and engaging voice could be heard around the track
as he conducted interviews, announced the field or alerted punters to the
prices paid.  At Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral he tutored Lectors
on how to proclaim the daily scripture readings and was ever ready to
pass on his skills with the microphone to others.

Bishop Christopher Saunders said he remembers fondly George’s
broadcast of the Bishop’s Episcopal ordination in 1996.  With the help of
Father John Jegorow of Perth, George brought the event live to people
across the vast Kimberley area.

But perhaps George’s finest moment was his caring watch over the
town as Cyclone Rosita bore down furiously on Broome in April 2000.
George kept listeners abreast of developments and as the Cyclone got
nearer he counselled people to get hold of batteries, torches and a battery
radio, together with water, essential emergency items and tinned food.
George manned his post at the radio until finally the fierce winds that
eventually brought a huge amount of damage to the town caused the
power to be cut.  Many people were grateful for his calming presence
over the radio and his reassuring best wishes as he signed off.

George is looking after fruit trees now and squadrons of roses, while
Vanessa is continuing to do her parachute jumping out of perfectly good
aeroplanes.  No matter what they are doing, to some degree, they will
always remain in the hearts of the people of the Kimberley. 

Bishop Christopher Saunders with George Manning and his wife Vanessa at

George’s last Kimberley ABC Broadcast on 21 October 2005, in Broome.   

Photo: Courtesy ABC Radio Kimberley.

The Kneeling Santa
A beautiful way to combine the Santa part of

Christmas with the “real meaning”. Santa kneels

to pray before the Baby Jesus. Such a heart

warming and thought provoking scene.
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•  Sr Bernadette Hynes RSJ and Sr Robyn McNamara RSJ are moving on
from Bidyadanga-La Grange. The Sisters of St Joseph began their
association with Bidyadanga only in recent times and have always
provided a wonderful service to the parish.  In the last two years, Srs
Bernadette and Robyn have worked together as a team and have been
involved in all aspects of parish life from catechetics in the school to lay
leadership training, from selling second-hand clothes to liturgy
preparation.  Sr Bernadette will return to the south of the State, while Sr
Robyn will transfer her energies to Kununurra Parish.  

•  Sr Jennifer Ihlein RSJ has been
involved in ministry in three
schools and at Notre Dame’s
Broome Campus.  She was
Principal of Birlirr Ngawiyiwu
Catholic School at Ringer Soak,
worked also at Ngalangangpum
School, Warmun and more recently
at St Mary’s College in Broome.
Sr Jennifer pioneered the Tertiary
Enabling Program in Broome that
has proved very helpful to many
who would have otherwise not
been able to access univer-sity
study.  At the
end of this year
she returns to
her home

Province in New South Wales and to ministry in
Primary Education.     
•  Sr Jeanette Foxe RSJ has been in Kununurra for
only one year, but has fitted in well with the life of the
parish and has been especially involved in the music
ministry there and has encouraged many of the locals
in their musical contribution to the local liturgies.  She
has continued to provide a ‘house of hospitality’ for
Sisters and other visitors coming to the Kimberley
through Kununurra to places like Mirrilingki for
retreats.  Jeanette returns to her home Province of
New South Wales at the end of the year.

•  Sr Liz Koziol RSJ is returning to her home Province of South Australia
at the end of this year.  Sr Liz taught as a lay teacher in Billiluna and
Warmun prior to undertaking her religious formation with the Sisters of
St Joseph and returned in 2004 to teach once again at Warmun.  She has
made a valuable contribution to Catholic Education in the Kimberley and
provided a thought-provoking example of a person answering the call to
religious community at a later age in life.

•  Sr Margaret Scott RNDM has given sixteen years of her life to the
mission of the Church in the Kimberley.  She was a
staff member at Nulungu when it was a flourishing
boarding College and cared for the girls who came to
Broome from the outlying communities of the
Kimberley.  She has since been Principal in
Lombadina and Derby and in more recent times the
Religious Education Coordinator at Derby.  Margaret
leaves to take up Congregational duties in Rome with
a view to further overseas mission in a couple of
years. 

We thank all of these generous women who have
been the latest in a long line of Religious women who
have generously given of their lives and talents to the
mission of the Church in the Kimberley and pray for
God’s choicest blessings upon them and their future
ministries. 

Sr Jennifer Ihlein RSJ

We say farewell

Sr Liz Koziol RSJ

Sr Bernadette Hynes and Sr Robyn McNamara with Bishop Saunders

Sr Margaret Scott RNDM

Sr Jeanette Foxe RSJ
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Kalumburu Dedication

Marcello Bianchini – A Man with a Generous Heart

Marcello Bianchini left
Kalumburu Mission in 1937 after
building the unique and wonderful
monastery.  His marvellous ability
to work with stone is evident still
today in a building that has
withstood a cyclone, some terrific
storms and even the bombing by the
Japanese in 1942.  Marcello was
born in Northern Italy in 1889.   He
migrated to Australia in 1914 and
went to work with the Benedictines
at the Monastery in New Norcia to
the north-east of Perth.   He returned
to Italy in 1919, married Rosa in
1921 (three children were born in
Italy) and migrated permanently to
Australia in 1925 (without his
family) and again went to New
Norcia.  After five years of hard
work he had saved enough money
to bring Rosa and the children to
Australia.  They arrived on 1 April
1930.  Six more children were born
in Western Australia.

When a stonemason was
required for the monastery project
in Kalumburu, Marcello
enthusiastically answered the call.

Using a local sandstone that is
one thousand million years old,
Marcello together with some of
the Benedictine Community and
the Aboriginal people from
Kalumburu set about constructing a
home of substance and long-lasting
integrity.  Most of the stone for the
building was collected along the
river embankment not far from the
building site.  The rest of the stone
was obtained by drilling
approximately one metre holes into
the bedrock.  This was done by
using a star drill, sledge hammer

and water, then explosives were
used to break the rock. This was a
slow process.  All the stone was
then carried to the site by local
Aboriginal people.

Marcello trained some of the
Monks and Aboriginal workers in
the art of pointing the joints of the
stone with cement.  This enabled
him to keep laying stone.  As
Marcello was skilled in many
trades, he also taught the Brothers
the trade of plastering the walls
which enabled them to finish off the
interior of the building after he had
left.

After six months toiling away
on his labour of love Marcello
developed a serious hernia and had
to leave.  He was told that he could
wait some months for a scheduled
boat to arrive or he could go
overland to Wyndham to catch the
State Ship to Perth.  His young wife
and children awaited him in New
Norcia and so he elected to go on a
mule guided by three local
Aboriginal people, Paul Miúron,
Placid Djúdudu and  Múrgunda
Táur who had worked on the
building with him.  The group
travelled the substantial distance in

seven days (it is 240 kms in a
straight line!)  going from one
waterhole to another and passing
through rough uncharted country.
As his Aboriginal guides moved
into the territory of other language
groups they cautioned Marcello to
wait quietly as they politely
negotiated their way through every
homeland observing the local

customs of the time.  
Marcello died in Perth on 6th

October 1986 but his story has long
been a treasured part of the oral
tradition of the Bianchini family.
Now his third son Jim and his wife
Joan, have had a chance to tell the
story publicly.  In memory of those
who laboured on the monastery
project Jim has installed a plaque
which was blessed by Bishop
Christopher Saunders, the Bishop of
the Kimberley.  Jim required all of
his building skills to fix the
memorial to the extremely hard
stone walls leaving him in even
greater admiration of his father’s
ability.  The Bianchini family has
contributed to the solid cast bronze
plaque designed for life long
durability.  It reads: 

Kalumburu Monastery
In memory  of the many workers

involved in the building of this
monastery in 1937, the

Aboriginal Community of
Kalumburu, the Spanish Monks
of New Norcia and Stonemason,

Marcello Bianchini.
The plaque was blessed by

Bishop Christopher Saunders DD

on Thursday 29 September 2005
Jim Bianchini says he is happy

now that Marcello’s work for God
has been recognised.  More
importantly, future generations will
come to know the story and to
appreciate the value of Marcello’s
generous heart. “I wanted to do
this,” said Jim, “because it would be
a tragedy should the great effort to
produce this work of beauty be
forgotten.”

Bishop Saunders said that the
Marcello Bianchini building story is
part of the rich tapestry of goodness
that has made up the Kimberley
Mission.  “Our Church’s history has
been blessed with people like
Marcello – a host of lay people,
religious, and priests,” the Bishop
said.  “Sadly some of these people
are forgotten by us because their
contribution was not recorded.
They themselves are happy with
their Eternal Reward but it is good
for this generation and later
generations to remember that we are
toiling for God, building on the
foundations laid down by those who
went before us.  I am indebted to
Jim and the Bianchini family for
bringing Marcello’s story to light.
Jim’s plaque is an excellent piece of
work in itself, worthy of being fixed
to the superb stone Monastery his
father brought to life as a building in
the service of God.”

“Jim’s kind work in providing
and installing the plaque is
reminiscent of Marcello’s contri-
bution to our history.  Both these
loving works signify the need for us
all, no matter what we do, to
always give glory to God.”

Marcello Bianchini.

Photo: Courtesy Bianchini Family

Jim and Joan Bianchini with Dolly Cheinmora (centre) at the dedication

ceremony. Photo: CAS

The original monastery building (without the current veranda).  

Photo: Courtesy Bianchini Family
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University of Notre Dame Australia

Nurses Sent Forth
The final year Nursing students were farewelled by the University

community in a hand blessing ceremony. The litany prayed over them
asked that these new health professionals rejoice in new life, comfort the
dying, listen to the troubled, respect the frail and aged, honour the
disabled and love those forgotten by society.  We wish them every
blessing as they begin their Nursing careers.  

Carnivale at NDA
With the theme of ‘Carnivale’, Notre Dame students and staff donned

masks and their best Kimberley Formal attire to celebrate the end of
another year of academic studies with a celebration at the Mangrove
Hotel in October.

The student association, led by President Sean Firth and Vice-
President Amanda Nobbs, organised local band ‘Shiftkick’ to entertain
guests. The evening was a tremendous success, enjoyed by one and all. 

By Ngaire Baker

Final Year Nurses  Jaimie Manning, Anna Klis, Lyn Murry and Tammy Barrett-

Lennard at the farewell ceremony at Notre Dame.   Photo : N Baker

Award for Excellence
The Bill Ritchie Award for Excellence in Aboriginal Studies for 2004

was presented to Notre Dame Education student Kirsten Morey in
September.

Originally from Sydney, Kirsten now lives in Broome and began her
studies at Notre Dame Broome Campus while working in the tourism
industry at Cape Leveque on the Dampier Peninsula north of Broome.

Coordinator of Aboriginal Studies, John Bucknall said “The award is
not just based on academic excellence, it is for an all round student who
has excelled in Aboriginal studies.”

“Not only has Kirsten consistently achieved high academic
standards but she has also demonstrated a commitment to a better
understating of Aboriginal issues,” said John.

Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies, Photocopying,
Laminating, Office Furniture, 

Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
Machines - Sales & Service, Faxes, Printers,

Photocopiers, Cash Registers

MON - FRIDAY 8AM-5PM, 
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Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725
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Kirsten Morey with John Bucknall at the Bill Ritchie Award for Excellence

Presentation.  Photo: Sr J O’Brien

Notre Dame nursing student Tabitha Moir masked for the evening. Photo : N Baker

                 



A SUMMARY

Jesus is the light of our lives.

He is light for our footsteps and the

guide for our path.

As we walk in the light we give it a

chance to shine in our world.

How today are we light for the world?

This year’s Australian Catholic Bishops

Conference Social Justice Sunday

Statement is titled “Jesus, Light for the

World – Living the Gospel Today”.

Based on Gospel accounts of the life

and ministry of Jesus, the Statement

considers our calling to bring the light of

Christ to the world. When Jesus cures the

sick woman (Lk 8:40-56) he shines a light

on the treatment of the marginalised and

dispossessed. As he approaches death his

closing words to his disciples are to care

for the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the

stranger (Mt 25:31-46). Our Lord offers a

spirituality for living out justice when he

says “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for

theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:3).

There are many situations of injustice

that we come across in our everyday

lives. And there are numerous ways in

which we are and can be the light of

Christ in our world.

Among other things, the Social Justice

Sunday Statement highlights the amount

of wealth and possessions we waste in a

world where poverty affects billions of

people. A life of affluence can mean a

culture of waste – it can also mean a

culture of busyness in which the

important things in life are neglected as

we work longer and harder.

As a people vitally concerned about

the reign of God we are called to stretch

our love to embrace the

hungry and needy on every

part of the globe, and to

every aspect of our lives. In

this 40th anniversary year

of the Pastoral

Constitution Gaudium

et spes, we are

reminded that

“Christians can have

nothing more at

heart than to be of

ever more effective and generous service

to humanity in the modern world”. And in

this Year of the Eucharist, we recall how

our communion in God involves

communion in each other since it is the

one Bread and

the one Cup

we are invited

to share.

We build

God’s

kingdom

through our

prayer and

worship, in

our actions for

justice,

advocacy for

the poor, care

for the earth,

our encouragement of our brothers and

sisters, and our rejection of pessimism.

We are called to bring Christ’s light to

people in need and to celebrate the hopes

and joys of all.

2005 Social Justice Sunday Statement

Jesus, 
Light for the World
Living the 
Gospel Today
Launched on 14th September 2005

Talkabout Kimberley
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“The light of the risen
Christ illuminates our
lives – transforming
the day-to-day
realities of our world
and bringing hope to
situations of human
tragedy and
seemingly
insurmountable
despair.”

Bishop 
Christopher Saunders

Christianity is about
the whole world in

all its aspects … 

This is why
Christians resist the

pressure to deny
religion a place in

the public domain or 
the right to speak on

issues of public
concern.

I

             



Talkabout Kimberley
Launch Address by 
Mr Phil Glendenning
Director, Edmund Rice Centre  
(Abridged Version)

I would like to

thank the Bishops

and the Council

for the honour of

launching this

Statement, which

is a timely

document. It is

different to other

recent Social

Justice Statements in that it does not

consider a particular issue, and does not

seek to lay out specific plans for action.

This important next step will be up to us

in our communities to determine. I

believe this statement is important and

well-timed because of the times we find

ourselves in.

This statement is important because it

seeks to reclaim for Christians the fact

that a fundamental tenet of our faith is

social justice. It is not an added extra, it is

integral. In the USA the dominance of the

Religious Right in politics has had a

profound impact on the life of that nation.

It is worth noting that the raft of

fundamentalist religious think tanks and

media outlets offered precious little when

it came to looking after the poor,

disadvantaged and disabled in the wake

of the hurricane in New Orleans.

This document takes us back to the

foundations of faith declaring that

Christianity cannot be reduced to a private

individual inner journey, but must also be

about a relationship with Jesus that lights

up the injustices of the world and inspires

us – individually and collectively – to work

for justice, human rights and dignity.

This Statement refers to Jesus as the

Light of the World. The need for light in

the darkness is a challenge for all of us –

not just Christians – to look at our society

and identify where the darkness is. We

are challenged to identify the structures

that oppress, that spin people to the very

edges of our society, and then to do

something about it. The statement does

not offer ideas for social action but lays

down core principles upon which the

essential analysis and action need to be

based.

Such analysis is an important and

essential response to the Statement. At

this point in our nation’s history, there

remains a fundamental inequity that

darkens our best aspirations and

diminishes all of us. This is especially with

regard to the First Peoples, the

Indigenous nations of Australia, and those

who can be termed the ‘Last Peoples’ the

refugees and asylum seekers who have

most recently come to this country.

Historically, of course, it is these two

groups who have been constantly

marginalized in the life of the nation.

This historical negativity towards the

most recent refugees in this country

ignores the reality of what eventually

happens. We know that within 15 years

one of the young kids off

the Tampa will be opening

the bowling for NSW,

scoring the winning goal

for the Hockeyroos, and

graduating with a PhD at

uni. We know this

because this is what

happens in Australia. Yet at

the same time, Indigenous

Australians continue to see

themselves marginalized in

their own country.

If we are fair dinkum

about the importance of

living the Gospel today,

this unfinished business of

our history must be dealt

with.

As we sit here today in

the year 2005, it remains a

fact that an Indigenous

child born today in

Brewarrina or Balgo will

live less years on the planet than a child

born today in Bangladesh or Mozambique.

This is a long way from realizing Pope

John Paul II’s statement in 1986 that the

Church in Australia will not fully be the

Church that Jesus wants it to be unless

and until the Aboriginal people have made

their fullest contribution to the life of the

Church. It’s pretty hard to make a

contribution when your life expectancy is

54 nationally, or 35 in some parts of the

country. This remains a national disgrace.

If ever there was a need for the light

to be shone in a dark corner of our

national life this is surely it. It will be a

test of our commitment to the aspirations

inherent in this Social Justice Statement

to see whether this fundamental injustice

at the heart of life in this nation might be

raised in our parishes, in our schools, in

our Catholic Education Offices, in the

Bishops Conference, in our families, and

in our advocacy with politicians and

leaders. Moreover, not to raise these

matters with a public collective voice

means that we will be the ones

responsible for extinguishing the healing

life-giving light of Jesus at a time when

the world needs it more than ever.

It is pleasing that the

Statement reflects that 

this light is not just ours to

give but calls us to be 

in a position to receive the

light from others. 

To put ourselves in a

position to be challenged

to move towards the light

that shines from those at

the edges and the 

margins, and to look at 

life from the perspective 

of the outcast, the

stranger, and the refugee,

the other.

The model for this is

Jesus Himself. The Social

Justice Statement refers 

to Matthew’s Gospel 

and points to the fact 

that even as His inevitable

and painful death is

approaching Jesus’

thoughts were elsewhere. His final

teaching to his followers is about the

poor, the hungry, the thirsty, the naked,

the stranger.

The Statement emphasizes the

importance of the need to address the

causes as well as the symptoms of

• THEOLOGY • SOCIOLOGY • SOCIAL JUSTICE • ANTHROPOLOGY • MISSIOLOGY • ETHICS •

Just as he shed light
through his words and
actions, so we are
called to stretch our
love to encompass
what is unjust, bring it
to light and transform
it according to God’s
reign.

There are many
situations of injustice
that we come across
in our everyday lives.

And there are many
ways in which we are
and can be the light of
Christ in our world.

I I
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injustice. This can be an uncomfortable

business.

Occasionally, those

who benefit from the

status quo will seek to

persecute or dismiss those

who advocate change.

‘Jerusalem, the city that

kills prophets and stones

those who are sent to it’.

This can cause some to

steer clear of advocacy, or

as Dom Helder Camara

said famously, “When I

feed the poor they call me

a saint, when I ask why

the poor have no food they

call me a communist”.

This statement urges

Christians to become

engaged in the world and

in the pursuit of justice,

meaning that if we get it

right from time to time, we will attract

enmity and persecution from those who’d

like to keep things the way they are. This

is not necessarily a negative thing. If

you’re copping flak it probably means you

are over the target.

Too many Australians are trapped by

what the Statement calls the ‘ravages of

the disease of affluence’. This has meant

that too many of our people are forced to

live lives of quiet suburban disappoint-

ment. Afflicted with the notion that things

haven’t quite worked out the way they

would have liked. Wedded to a mortgage,

car loans, credit cards that are “maxed

out”, the need to keep working to pay for

it all so we always have to be busy.

Busyness is another one of those

tyrannies of the modern age, spirit-killer.

The Statement tells us that Christianity

is not a private indulgence. It must also

develop a collective community life of

active devotion to justice and action that

works for a peaceful world. What good is

our own inner peace if it comes at the

expense of those whose lives know no

peace, no light, no way out? The life of

Jesus of Nazareth is a model for social

change in favour of the poor, the

excluded, the outcast and the stranger.

He spoke the truth to power, he was a

change agent and he was crucified for it.

This Statement is

different from other Social

Justice Statements in that

it does not address a

specific issue of social

justice. It does not lay

down recommendations

for lobbying and advocacy,

nor does it provide a

strategic plan for corporate

action. Yet the taking of

such action will be

fundamental to the

success of the document.

That task rests with all of

us, in our parishes,

schools, homes and

organizations.

What the Statement

does do is reiterate the

fundamental case for social

justice as basic to the practice of our faith.

It cannot be compartmentalized away, or

dismissed as something that the Church

does. It is surely what the Church must

be – internally and in our engagement

with the world – the faith that does and is,

justice. In every parish and school, and

Church organization let us work for an

Australia and a world where: the

needs of the poor take priority over wants

of the rich; where the freedom of the

weak takes priority over the liberty of the

powerful and where the access of

marginalized groups takes priority 

over the preservation of an order which

excludes them.

If we are to find and worship the

divinity, if we are to touch the trans-

cendent, we must serve humanity. 

Quiet lives of suburban disappointment

are not the lives humans were meant to

live. This is something the refugees in

Syria understand, the youth of Rwanda

understand this, Indigenous Australians

have understood this for millennia. 

To be and receive the light of Jesus in 

our world, surely we must stand with

them, be in relationship with and be

prepared to hear the Gospel 

from them.

Response to the 
Launch Address by 
Sr Patty Fawkner SGS
Director, 
Uniya Jesuit Social Justice Centre
(Abridged Version)

This is a fine

document. The

first thing you

notice is that it

breaks the mould

of previous

statements

where the

starting point has

been a specific

justice issue per se. The starting point of

this statement is a person, one Jesus of

Nazareth. It says that light streams from

what Jesus says and does, enlightening

whatever issue we’re confronted with,

and enlightening our response to that

issue. 

We’re given examples of wonderful

Gospel women who recognise the light in

Jesus and he in them. It presents Jesus

as he aches over Jerusalem, using the

feminine image of himself as a mother

hen wanting to gather her brood. 

It offers us Mary MacKillop and Teresa

of Calcutta as women who offer light and

hope to the poor. And just before you

think how predictable to highlight two

would-be, possibly soon-to-be, saints, it

gives a refreshing example of women

who are “no less witnesses to the light of

Christ”. In a moving account (for my

money, it’s the best part of the document)

an Australian bishop tells of his admiration

for the women he sees when his visits

gaol, the wives and girlfriends of prisoners

who line up week in, week out to visit

their partners. The bishop recognises the

light of Christ in these women whom he

says on the surface appear to be a pretty

rough lot. He appreciates them for their

fidelity, their non-judgmental attitude, their

loving devotion. 

This is no document of mere pious

exhortation. It’s not all theory and no

action. It addresses global issues but

suggests practical, personal responses. It 

“Do not store up for
yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth
and rust consume and
where thieves break in
and steal;

As a people vitally
concerned about the
reign of God, we
stretch our love to
embrace the hungry
and needy on every
part of the globe, and
to every aspect of life
on the planet …

I I I
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says the world is not out there. It’s within

a few feet of us at any given time.

And this world is out of balance. It’s

infected with two toxic diseases – a

culture of waste and a culture of

busyness, both borne of what Clive

Hamilton calls “affluenza”, a disease that

blinds our capacity to see with just eyes.

The statement tracks

the consumerist cycle. We

build, we buy, we use and

discard. And the waste

cycle. We build, we buy,

we don’t use and still we

discard. Last year

Australians threw away

$5.3 billion in unused food,

13 times the amount we

donated to overseas aid

agencies. 

I couldn’t help but

notice that this is the

antithesis of that

movement of the Eucharist

where, instead of building,

buying, using and

discarding, we take, we

bless, we break and give the Body of

Christ, and are called to take and bless and

break and give our own lives as Christ’s

disciples. The Statement has a wonderful

understanding of the social justice

dimension of the Eucharist. It quotes John

Chrysostom, whose feast as we know,

was yesterday: “Do you wish to honour

the body of Christ? Do not ignore him

when he is naked”. This statement is

saying what Pedro Arrupe, the former

Father General of the Jesuits said, that

love of Christ without a commitment to

justice is a contradiction in kind.

This statement is richly peopled. One

of the lovely examples it gives is of the

monks and nuns living in the desert

monasteries. Pilgrims and the poor would

come to the monastery door where they

were invariably met with warm hospitality.

To the visitor the doorkeeper was Christ.

Yet to the monks and nuns, the visitor was

Christ.

As soon as anyone knocks, as soon as

anyone interrupts me, as soon as the poor

make a claim on me, I’m to reply “Thanks

be to God!” What a challenge! When

Asylum Seekers knocked on the doors of

our borders with a legitimate right to seek

asylum, did we say “Thanks be to God”?

When we have a noticeable increase in

the Muslim population in our community,

is our response, “Thanks be to God”?

When gays and remarried

divorcees knock on the

sacramental doors of our

Church, is it “Thanks be to

God” or do they receive

another message? 

Any Statement worth

its salt is going to pull us

up and prompt us to ask

questions of ourselves and

also to ask questions of it.

There are a number of

sections of this statement

that make me say, “Yes,

but” or “Yes, and”. 

For example. The

Statement acknowledges

the fortieth anniversary of

the landmark document,

Gaudium et Spes. It commends the

bishops of Vatican II for raising a number

of issues that needed urgent action –

three in particular: the appeal of the

hungry to the wealthy, the cry of workers,

and the claims of women to equality. 

Yes, we’re engaged in the Make

Poverty History campaign, but are we

really any closer to realising that goal? The

UN World Summit begins in New York

today. This summit will sorely test the

resolve of wealthy nations to meet the

Millennium goal of halving the number of

people who survive on less than $1 a day.

It seems that politicking and bickering

between wealthy nations will scuttle this

goal. Didn’t Hurricane Katrina expose the

shame of America’s hidden poor and

show us that it is the poor who suffer

most and are left behind when tragedy

strikes? 

Yes, and it was good to hear Prime

Minister Howard promising to almost

double Australia’s aid in the Asia/Pacific

region. But stay tuned for Uniya’s

research into the mutual obligation of

Pacific aid and the attached strings of

Australia’s vested self-interest.

Yes, and what are we to make of the

cry of workers today in regard to Industrial

Relations Reform? Are we to agree when

the Prime Minister says that there is no

such thing as a Catholic view on such

matters, only the view of individuals? This

statement categorically disagrees. It says

that Christianity can never be banished to

some private world, as if it had only to do

with the individual. And it strongly claims

the right for Christianity, indeed for any

religion, to have a place in the public

domain and the right to speak on issues

of public concern.

Equality of women. Yes, but a big but.

If we were to shine the light of Christ as

the Statement urges us, but onto the

Church’s own practice in regard to

women, what would we find? I’m on the

Commission for Australian Catholic

Women whose role is to promote the

participation of women in the Church. The

Commission has done some good things

but my personal experience is that you

inevitably come up against seemingly

impenetrable walls of church structures

and systems which militate against the

meaningful participation of women in

decision-making in the life and mission of

the church. We certainly need more

statements of this ilk, but statements

backed up by systemic change, so that

the talk is walked.

This is a hope-filled statement which

stretches us, and this is a beautiful word

and image that recurs. “Doesn’t God’s

love stretch to embrace the world?” the

statement asks. The Australian Catholic

Bishops in their 2005 Social Justice

Sunday Statement invite us to stretch our

love to embrace the hungry, to stretch our

compassion to encompass what is unjust

and bring it to light. This Statement

stretches me. May it do the same for you.

And the next time each of us gets

interrupted, may our response be a

robust, “Thanks be to God”.
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“ … What good is it if
the Eucharistic table is
overloaded with
golden chalices, when
he is dying of hunger?
Start by satisfying his
hunger, and then with
what is left you may
adorn the altar as
well.”

Saint John
Chrysostom

Bishop of
Constantinople
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‘The Boab’- A special tree
This new column puts the Kimberley

environment under the spotlight and where
better to start than with the symbol of this
region – the Boab tree.  Can you imagine the
stories that the Derby Boab Prison could tell us?
Tales of Aboriginal people living off the land
and collecting its nuts for food, the comings and

goings of countless wet seasons and cyclones;  the incarceration of
Aboriginal prisoners in its hollowed interior; the spectacle of herds of
cattle drinking from the nearby Myall’s Bore trough, the longest in

the Southern Hemisphere.  But why does this special tree hold so
much intrigue for us?  The Bush Tucker Man, Les Hiddins, told the
Aboriginal legend of the Boab tree in his television program on the
Kimberley.  He related how the Boab was the ‘showiest’ tree in the
Kimberley in ancient times but the ‘dreamtime spirits fixed that right
up by reefing it out of the ground and shoving it in upside down so
what we see today are really the roots’.  

It’s hard to imagine how old these trees really are – upwards of
600 years and far beyond.  Allan Cunningham, a naturalist, and his
crew carved the name of their ship ‘HMC Mermaid 1820’ into a Boab
tree in the North Kimberley and this is still plainly visible today.

Perhaps the ‘prison tree’ even witnessed in 1890 the passing of
Trappist Father Ambrose Janny and John Cornelius Daly the former
policeman turned Trappist Brother and their Aboriginal guide making
their way by bullock wagon loaded with supplies to start the Mission
at Beagle Bay.  There was no track, so axes, mattocks and shovels
were used and the journey of 120 miles took them three weeks.

Today as we travel on our sealed highways we often marvel at the
various shapes of the stately Boab tree, but try to take some time to
look at a Boab when it flowers each year during the period of
November to February.  It is one of the beauties of God’s creation
with its rolled back petals, fine fur on the outer surface and the
transference of pollen by the Hawk Moth.  But the best time to view
this phenomenon is at night because this is when the flowers bloom
and they only last but a single day.

Further information: BK’s Kimberley nature web site:
http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/nature/aaopen.html

The Prison Boab, Derby. Photo: B Kane.

The Wonders of the Kimberley
A glimpse at its unique environment

By Brian Kane

O Sweet
of Bethlehem
Grant that we may share with all our
hearts in this profound mystery of
Christmas.  Put into our hearts this

peace for which we sometimes seek so
desperately and which you alone can

give us.  Help us to know one another
better, and to live as children of the
same Father. Reveal to us also your

beauty, holiness and purity.  Awaken in
our hearts love and gratitude for your

infinite goodness.  Join us all together in
your love.  And give us your heavenly

peace.  Amen

Pope John XXIII

Taken from 2000 Years of Prayer – compiled by Michael Counsell

         



2005
The Year that was...

(Right) In March, Cyclone Ingrid
severely struck the remote Mission
s e t t l e m e n t a t K a l u m b u r u .
Benedictine Sisters, Barbara,
Scholastica and Visitation are
shown outside their badly damaged
kitchen which had to be
demolished after the cyclone and
has now been rebuilt. 160305

Photo: K Purcell.

(Right) At a special memorial Mass at the remote desert community of
Balgo, Church Leaders Nakarra Mudgedell and Patrick Smith led prayers
for Pope John Paul II. 040405

(Above) Pilgrims from the Broome
and Darwin Dioceses and
NATSICC representatives gathered
at Lourdes before heading to Köln
for WYD celebrations. 110805

(Right) Pope Benedict XVI
celebrated the final Mass for World
Youth Day at Marienfeld in Köln,
Germany with approximately 1.2
million young people.  210805

Photo: CNS  

(Above) The Kimberley Community
Profile won three awards at the
Australian Catholic Press
Association meeting in Melbourne
in August. The KCP was awarded
Best Magazine for Layout and
Design (Highly Commended), Best
Regional Publication (Highly
Commended) and the prestigious
Bishop Phillip Kennedy Memorial
Prize for Magazines.  Editorial team,
Alison Hayden, Gloria Biddell,
Anne Gordon and Br Shane Wood
admire the trophy. 070905

Photo: M. Gordon
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The Year that was...

(Above) The Kimberley Companion, a new Religious
Education resource written by Sr Veronica Ryan, was
launched in Broome, Mirrilingki and Mulan.  Church
leaders, Fatima and Monica bless Sr Veronica and her
work at a Mass and smoking ceremony held at the launch
in Mulan. 170805

Photo: Fr K Matthews.

(Right) A significant Anniversary was celebrated at
Bidyadanga when La Grange Mission had its 50th
Birthday on 26 June.  Singers and dancers performed at
the special Mass to celebrate the anniversary. 260605

Photo: B. Kane

(Left) Artists and dancers from
Warmun ceremoniously escorted
Dr Patricia Kailis (centre) at the
opening of the new library at the
Broome Campus of the University
of Notre Dame Australia.  Dr
Kailis and her late husband,
Michael, had purchased and then
donated back to the University a
collection of Aboriginal paintings
that had been commissioned to
raise funds to assist in the
construction of the Library. 010705

Photo: Red Dirt Photography.  

(Above) A second edition of From
Patrons to Partners - A History of
the Catholic Church in the
Kimberley was launched on
Aboriginal Sunday in July.  Author
Margaret Zucker has included an
additional chapter on the Separated
Children of the Kimberley in the
new edition. 030705

Shown at the launch – Back row: (1)

John Cooper, Mark Bin Bakar, Keith

Kitchener, Bishop Saunders. Front Row,

Phyllis Bin Bakar, Daisy Howard,

Maggie Lands, Marjorie Hunter and

author Margaret Zucker at the launch.

Photo: A Hayden.
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World Youth Day 2008

2008 A FAITH ODYSSEY
Youth invited to 
Sydney event

Pope Benedict has chosen Sydney as the site for the next World Youth
Day in 2008.  Just as in Köln, Germany, Catholic Youth from around the
world will arrive in Sydney in July 2008 to celebrate a faith theme,
hopefully in the presence of the Holy Father, Benedict XVI.

Australia’s largest city has been described as the most beautiful city
in the world.  Architectural icons such as Australia Square, the Sydney
Harbour Bridge and the Sydney Opera House will form the backdrop for
what promises to be the largest gathering of youth in Australia – ever!

Bishop Christopher Saunders said he was impressed with the pilgrims
who went from the Kimberley Diocese to Germany, “They had a
wonderful experience that has left them with lasting memories,” he said.
“I hope as many as possible are able to go to Sydney in 2008.”

“I extend an invitation to each Parish in the Diocese to begin to
prepare for WYD 2008.  Now would be a fine time to begin to gather
pilgrims from each parish and to fundraise for this special faith event in
Sydney in 2008.”

Pilgrims who participated in WYD 2005 look forward to WYD in Sydney in 2008.

Photo: B Digges.

PP LLEE AASS EE RR EEMMEE MMBB EERR  

TTHHEE CCAATTHHOO LLII CC CC HHUURRCC HH OOFF

TTHHEE KK IIMMBBEE RRLL EEYY IINN YYOOUURR WWII LLLL

A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome for the

religious, educational and charitable works of the Church

allows funds to be applied  where the need is greatest.

❑ I would like more information about remembering the

Church in my will.

❑ I have already included the Church in my will and wish to

have this noted.

❑ I would like to be contacted for a confidential talk about my

will, or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Please mail coupon to: 
The Finance Officer, Diocese of Broome, 

PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Telephone: (08) 9192 1060 or Fax: (08) 9192 2136

Name:________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

__________________________________ ABN 37 040 099 127

"Proudly Supporting Broome 
and the Kimberley"

The BIA Group, PO Box 68, Broome, W.A. 6725
• Phone: (08) 9193 5455 • Facsimile: (08) 9193 6057

Parish News

Broome

Mass in the Park
Over the month of October the Broome parish celebrated The Year of

the Eucharist by holding “Mass in the Park” on three consecutive
Wednesday evenings at three different parks in Broome.  An invitation
was issued to nearby residents to attend each of the Masses.  A good
number of people attended and enjoyed the twilight celebration of the
Eucharist in the special leafy locales with birds chirping, dogs barking
and children playing.
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Parish News

Derby

BRAVO Brendan
Backhouse!

On September 19th 2005, Brendan Backhouse from Derby flew to
Perth to sit for the Australian Music Examination Board’s Grade 4 Piano
Examination.  This was Brendan’s first experience of the examination
system.  

Brendan, who is fifteen years of age, had memorised his program
consisting of five Classic pieces : a remarkable and very challenging
effort.  The exam also required aural tests, sight reading, general
knowledge, singing and rhythm tests.

Part of the summary given by
the examiner was as follows :

“Congratulations Brendan on
your well deserved Honours (A)
grading.  You are to be
recommended for presenting your
work with pride, and your memory
was most impressive and never
failed.  Thank you for the
delightful array of styles.  I really
enjoyed hearing you play.  Bravo!”

Sr Camille Poidevin, his
teacher in Derby, has reason to be
proud of this talented student.
Brendan’s dream is to continue
studying classical music and
composition. 

Derby 1st Communion
Sr Margaret Scott the REC at Holy Rosary School in Derby with the

children who received their First Holy Communion on 11 September
2005. The children are from left to right in the photo: Ashlee Apps, Brody
Higgins, Curtley Hunter, Joharn Hunter, Glen Dann, Kalen Morrison and
Isaac Buckle. 

La Grange - Bidyadanga

Special Ministers
By Sr Robyn McNamara

A day of prayer and reflection was held recently for the Special
Ministers of the Eucharist at Bidyadanga.  During the sessions Sr. Robyn
McNamara invited the participants to share with one other person what it
meant for them to be a Special Minister of the Eucharist.  Back in the
large group all were invited to share their reflection.  This was a very
moving experience with responses such as:  "I feel it is a great honour to
be invited to help Japulu give communion to the rest of the people."
"This is a very special thing to do as it makes me feel close to Jesus."

Reflection on the Scripture and shared prayer followed with times of
quiet meditation.

At the end of the day Japulu (Fr Joe Kearney) and Sr. Bernadette
Hynes presented each person with a small cross. 

Sr Bernadette presenting Liki with her cross. Photo: Sr R McNamara.

1st Holy Communion
Nine children received their first Holy Communion at Kalumburu in

October. They are shown here with Mrs Lorel Donnelly who helped
prepared them for the Sacrament and Kalumburu Parish Priest, Fr Anscar
McPhee.

Kalumburu

(l to r) Lorel Donnelly, Gilo Djanghara, Zachary Waina, Cameron Djanghara (front),

Justin Djanghara (back), Brayden Waina, Mitchell Oxtoby, Dwayne Djanghara,

Mavis Waina (obscured), Elton Waina and Fr Anscar McPhee. Photo: K Purcell.
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NAIDOC Celebrations
Holy Rosary School students (l to r)  Joshua French, Scott McPhee,

Michael Leamy and Max O'Connell provided entertainment at the
school’s NAIDOC celebrations.

Derby

Kimberley Health
Challenge
By Kim Bristow

On 24th October, 2005
students at Luurnpa Catholic
School were presented with the
Participation Certificates for the
Kimberley Health Challenge by
Robyn Bowcock.

The Pre-Primary/ Year 1 Class with

their certificates. Photo: K Bristow.

Swimming
Time

The best way to cool off in the
Tanami Desert for Luurnpa
Catholic School students after a
hard day of school work is in our
pool.  Students are practising their
swimming and are becoming
strong.  

They are also learning how to
be safe in the water under the
supervision of skilled teachers.

School News

Balgo

National Capital Visited
By Lynette Buchanan

In Week Nine of Term Three senior students from Kururrungku,
Luurnpa and John Pujajangka-Piyirn Schools were sponsored by
DOTARS (Department of
Transport and Road Services) to
take a trip to Canberra.  Students
were able to visit places like the
War Memorial, the National
Museum and one of the local
Catholic High Schools.

The students reported their
favourite experiences being at
QUESTACON, Ainsley Football
Club and tobogganing at Mt
Perisher.  The students are grateful
to all those who made the trip
possible. 

Croc Time
By Pat Holden

Students from Kururrungku CEC, Billiluna, enjoyed a visit to the
Crocodile Park, when they were at Broome Camp.

Reflection Day
By Rachel Smith

On the 15th-16th October staff from John Pujajangka School in
Mulan went to Parry's Creek in Wyndham for a reflection day. Sr
Veronica facilitated the day with great success. The theme of the day was
“journey” and it was a great opportunity for staff to spend some time
away from school in quiet surroundings. After the day finished everyone
headed up to the lookout where they were joined by Bishop Saunders to
admire the scenery of Wyndham.

Trevina Mudji in the pool. 

Photo: K Bristow.

Mulan

L-R Back: Emily, Rachel, little Joseph, Joseph, Kathleen and  Shirley.

L-R Front : Lidia and Francesca.

Billiluna

Teachers Aide John Brockman getting

ready to go tobogganing.

Nicky Palmer and Liela Manson showing how brave they are. Photo: P Holden
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School News

NAIDOC Week
By L Geaney

This year Sacred Heart School, Beagle Bay took a different approach to celebrating
NAIDOC Week by taking the students on a 3-day camping trip along the Peninsular.
This provided an opportunity to strengthen the bonds with the other two schools on the
Dampier Peninsula and celebrate our culture as one.  

The week began with  Mass at Beagle Bay followed by a flag raising ceremony at
the school before we headed off to Mudnum camp grounds.  The gathering of oysters,
fishing and lunch followed.  Other activities were spear making, jewellery making and
the painting of a mural.

On day two, our group headed to One Arm Point School for a formal welcome and
sport activities with Garnduwa.  Lunch with local families was followed later that
afternoon by a disco and BBQ.  The students from Sacred Heart performed a dance
routine from the Croc Festival. We also visited Lombadina/Djarindjin where we
participated in more sport competitions with Garnduwa. 

Next day we were all back at Beagle Bay for fun activities like slippery slides, face
painting, more sports and career/educational /community services stalls.  KAMSC
(Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services Council) helped paint a mural which was hung
in the undercover area for the ball that took place that night.

Beagle Bay 

Djarindjin - Lombadina

Time out
Nicole Arathoon

Year 6/7 students at St Joseph’s School in Wyndham spent a week in
Broome for school camp in October. The eight students and four teachers
had a wonderful time visiting the Croc Farm, Willie Creek Pearl Farm,
Manbana Aquaculture Centre and Sun Pictures. They enjoyed playing
mini golf and boogie boarding in the surf, learning how to climb walls
with a harness and developing team building skills with a low ropes
challenge course. The camp was a great opportunity to spend time
together and get to know each other in the beautiful setting of Broome.

Confirmation at
Djarindjin-Lombadina

Seven students from Djarindjin-Lombadina Catholic School received
the Sacrament of Confirmation from Bishop Christopher Saunders on
Sunday 30 October at Christ the King Church.  The special Mass was
well attended by parents and community members. 

Back row: Edward Khaemba, Rikkia Williams, Bishop Saunders, Basil Sibosado, Fr

Wally McNamara. In front:  Fr Bernard Amah, Letitia Angus,  Antonia Sampi,

Alynda Ougham,  Kevin Dougal,  Zynick Dodd. Altar servers: Shelia, Chloe,

Rikesha, Erika (in front).

Wyndham

Spear making

Face Painting
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Blessings and Farewell
The Year 12 Class at St Mary’s College had their Graduation Mass

and Dinner at the end of October just prior to sitting their final exams.
We wish them every success and blessing for the future.

The Year 12 Graduating Class

Broome

St Mary’s Re-Visited
By Jacqueline Weidman 

Lucy Clapham,
from RMIT in Mel-
bourne is completing
her Teaching Prac. at St
M a r y ’s C o l l e g e i n
Broome this term. Her
link with St Mary’s
s t a r t e d w i t h t h e
Kimberley Exchange
when Lucy visited the
Kimberley in 1999
with the Genazzano
students and teachers.
Ms Mary Compton, Teacher-Librarian on the Secondary Campus at St
Mary’s, was Lucy’s Homeroom teacher in Year 7 at Genazzano College.

The exchange program exposed Lucy to the numerous challenges
facing indigenous communities for the first time. This exposure,
combined with the beautiful people she met along the way, inspired Lucy
to learn more about indigenous communities and also to work for social
justice for all teenagers; especially in remote areas. She has completed
several pracs in Melbourne schools and asked for the opportunity to
return to St Mary’s in order to enable her to acquire skills for working
with indigenous students and be exposed to a different teaching and
learning environment from what she would experience in most
Melbourne schools.

Well done Cody!
By Vicki White

Thursday the 20th October, 2005 was a night to remember, when 250
young men graduated from Xavier College, Kew. Amongst this group of
young men stood Cody Sibosado far away from his home yet still looking
comfortable in this place that had been home away from home for the
past 3 years.

Cody’s journey started with his
trip on the St Mary’s College
Cultural Exchange Program in
2001. While on this exchange
Cody’s close friend and mentor
Darren Side helped make it
possible for Cody to receive a
scholarship to Xavier College.

During those three years as a
boarder Cody became involved in
all aspects of life at Xavier.  He
established himself in the first 18
football team and became involved
in community service activities. 

Cody’s easy going nature and
positive attitude gained him
respect amongst his peers. This year he was nominated Prefect of School
Spirit, a position he held with great dedication and sincerity. This respect
was obvious when he was invited to address the Xavier College final
assembly for the graduating year 12 class of 2005.  In his speech Cody
shared his personal journey, the challenges and achievements involved in
leaving his home and becoming a boarder at Xavier.

Cody is a great role model for other young Aboriginal people
showing what can be achieved when you set your goals and follow your
dreams.

Dance Art
By Sr Alma Cabassi

Ngalangangpum School
Warmun is having a special
experience with the intro-
duction to the Dance Arts
with Cynthia Fenton from
Bunbury, via Melbourne.
Cynthia is with us for 9
weeks to share her dance
skills with the students in
creative, modern, jazz and
ballet. Cynthia's past ex-
perience includes various art
residences and work as a
teaching artist for the
Victoria Arts Centre, Melbourne.  Her performance experience
included theatre, musicals, cabaret, film and T.V.  Cynthia's focus
with Warmun students is to extend their dance skills, encourage new
creative movement and to provide a lot of new fun opportunities.  We
are fortunate because of Cynthia's generosity we have her services on
a part volunteer basis.  The students are looking forward to
performing for their families at the Christmas Party this year.

Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi rsj
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School News

Warmun

Mary Compton (left) with Lucy Clapton.
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(Right) These

Kimberley West

Coast Eagles

supporters

looked like

winners when

they met up

before the big

game at the

2005 AFL 

Grand Final in Melbourne.  From left

Chiavaarn Pedro (Broome) Brian

Charles (Kalumburu), Matt Lawson

(Broome), Rowan Waina and Nicholas

Evans  (Kalumburu).  

Photo: CAS

(Right) Antonia Sampi was baptised on

Pentecost Sunday 1989 at Our Lady

Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome by

the then Administrator, Fr Christopher

Saunders and recently she was

Confirmed at home in Christ the King

Parish, Djarindjin-Lombadina by

Bishop Christopher Saunders, Bishop

of the Kimberley.

(Above) Singing and praying with

music is part of the gift the

Bidyadanga-La Grange choir share

every Sunday with the people of St

John the Baptist Parish. Maureen

Yanawana, Jessica Bangu, Purtungana

Bangu and Martina Badal are members

of the choir at Bidyadanga-La Grange.

Photo: CAS

(Above) Lydia Mudji with son Robert attended All Souls Day

celebrations at Balgo, where Bishop Saunders said Mass in

the Cemetery. Photo: CAS.

On Sunday the 16th October eight young adults made their Confirmation at Queen

of Apostles Church in Wyndham.  It was a great celebration with Bishop

Christopher Saunders as the main celebrant and Fr Mark Connolly assisting him.

The children were excited by the day and felt honoured receiving a cross in

remembrance of the day from the Bishop. 
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