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“I know you
are looking
for Jesus,
who was
crucified.
He is not
here, for he
has risen”.
Matthew 28:5
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Editorial

Poverty in the Kimberley –
The enemy of Peace
The tragedies and violence plainly evident in all Kimberley towns
and many settlements have been quietly left aside for the time being
while the media glare remains firmly focused on Halls Creek in the
eastern part of the region. Accusing fingers are being pointed at a
variety of causes for the overwhelming anger that has so defined the
town. The chain of events there began with the death of a girl who
was brutally murdered. Widespread fights followed bringing to the
place an alarming notoriety once more. Hastily put together
assessments, and emergency meetings of service providers and town
citizens have thankfully been well attended and an uneasy calm
appears to have percolated through - at least for the time being. On
closer examination it becomes obvious that the major cause of this
appalling state of affairs is grinding poverty and all that goes with it.
If you take away from ‘the Halls Creek troubles’ the matter of the
murder and the all too prolonged public riotous behaviour that
followed, what you have left is a familiar scenario common to any
Kimberley town. Threatening tensions continue to exist and flare-up
throughout the region on a regular basis - in the streets, on reserves
and in the homes. Fights in the open, drunken bashings, abused and
damaged children, volatile arguments, harmful and violent
relationships, a widespread illicit drug culture and its accompanying
crime threaten to overwhelm the town communities regularly and the
remote locations all too often.
Broome’s sheer size, by regional standards, and its careful
crafting as a witless playground for the socially insulated, means that
many indicators of community unrest pass unnoticed in that town for
those who would prefer it that way. Occasionally the Police paddy
wagons muster public drinkers and the very untidy to locations away
from the gaze of the big spending visitors. Just the same, the
problems remain as poverty and marginalization continue to grind
away behind the chic holiday facade of the Pearl Capital.
The massive growth that has overtaken the Kimberley in mining
and tourism is arguably good for the country as it is for all
participants. But the reality is that the vast majority of the
marginalized, those entrapped by poverty, are not enjoying the
rewards of the growth they see around them. In every town on the
tourist highway money flows through daily but those at the bottom of
the economic pile continue to be unwashed with the new affluence.
It is a disgraceful fact that there is severe overcrowding in
substandard accommodation for those in public housing while the
limited private rentals available are generally overpriced and out of
the range of the poor. This situation of overcrowding not only
diminishes the chances of a wholesome family life but impacts on
each individual's personal health.
An enlightened approach to solving the troubles of remote
settlements including Halls Creek will first need to acknowledge
unbridled violence as the social dividend arising from the injustice of
poverty. Unemployment, third world health standards, a chronic
public housing crisis and substance abuse combine to defeat the wellbeing of families and the promise of peace. The sooner we realise that
there can be no peace without justice the better for all and the better
particularly for those suffering in our midst.
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I am the resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even
though they die will live.
Those who live and believe in me
will never die.
John 11:25-26
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COVER IMAGE
The Holy Day of Easter - Jesus rises to new life.
By well-known Kununurra Artist, Paddy Carlton.
Rest in Peace.

You have been raised to life with
Christ, so set your hearts on the
things that are above. — Colossians 3:1

Easter Message
By Bishop Christopher Saunders

Easter –
remaining
true to the light
This year we have enjoyed a wet overwhelming - not for those who
summer such as you imagine we enjoy the benefit of Grace and a
would always have in the tropical supportive faith community. Saint
north. The active monsoon has Paul reminds us in the Sunday
swept across the top in an scripture that "You must know how
unusually consistent manner even a small amount of yeast is
dampening country left dry in enough to leaven all the dough".
(1Cor5:6) It is with this conviction
previous years.
Easter is traditionally the time in mind that we pray earnestly and
when the seasons change in the consistently for the unbelievers in
Kimberley. Experienced gardeners this world, ushering in the light
plant their seed beds and prepare that leads people out of darkness
the soil for a period of perfect and into a deep relationship with
horticulture. For them Easter Christ.
The recent publication on the
divides the year between the old
and the new. In the spiritual life of Father Nicholas Emo by Sr.
garden of our lives Easter is a Brigida Nailon CSB is not merely
the tale of a great
useful reminder
adventure set in
that before Christ
With Christ there is
the
Kimberley
there is only
purpose and direction. missions but it is
chaos. With Christ
there is purpose This is the cause of our also a testimony to
resounding faith in
and direction. This
great joy and the
the
face
of
is the cause of our
impetus for our
enormous odds.
great joy and the
impetus for our wonderful ceremonies. His determined
construction of the
wonderful ceremonies. The words "Christ Our bush church at Cygnet Bay Light" ushers us into the Church at dedicated to Our Lady of the
the Easter Vigil while on the Aborigines was a beacon of hope
Sunday morning we pray that we and a statement in faith. Nothing
may "know him in the breaking of could deter this faithful servant of
the bread and follow him in his the Gospel - not betrayal nor
dishonesty, not bushfires nor
risen life".
Of harrowing concern is the isolation, not opposition nor
'realization that there are large unfaithfulness. Nicholas made it
numbers of Australians, a fair his business to sail through every
share of them in the north, who do difficulty and challenge comforted
not know Christ and do not follow by his faith and lifted up by his
him. Living in a tourist town closeness to Jesus the Christ.
For each of us, the celebration
where the principal pursuit is
mindless hedonism, it is very of Easter should be a reminder of
often alarmingly obvious that how empty were our lives before
belief and the practice of the faith Christ transformed us. With Him
are minor considerations in the we are prepared for a purposeful
daily play of things. However, life in His service. Without doubt
what is important is to state that his love will sustain us and his
this sorry state of affairs is not presence will give us courage.

Vatican Dossier
Taken from CathNews

Pope supports talk about
women's role
Pope Benedict XVI has said that it is right to discuss how women can be
more involved in church decision-making. Catholic News Service
reports that while insisting women cannot be ordained priests, the Holy
Father spoke with the priests of the Diocese of Rome last week, listening
to their concerns and responding to their questions.
The following day, the Vatican released a summary of the priests'
questions and a transcript of the Pope's remarks covering women in the
church, youth, family life and a variety of other topics.
Fr Marco Valentini asked the Pope why the Church does not
recognise that women's experience, wisdom and points of view would
complement those of the men in decision-making positions. Pope
Benedict said, "Everyone certainly has had this experience" that Father
Valentini described of being assisted by women in growing in the faith.
"The church owes a great debt of thanks to women," the Pope said.
Women not only have exercised a charismatic function in the Church,
being prompted by the Holy Spirit to found religious orders, expand
charitable projects and develop new forms of piety, he said; they have had
"a real and profound participation in the governance of the Church. How
could one imagine the governance of the Church without this
contribution, which sometimes has been quite visible, like when St.
Hildegard criticized the bishops or when St. Brigid and St. Catherine of
Siena admonished and obtained the return of the Popes to Rome" from
Avignon, France.
The contribution of women, he said, "always has been a determining
factor without which the Church could not live." Pope Benedict said
priestly ministry is reserved to men, but "it is right to ask" if it would not
be possible "to offer more space, more positions of responsibility to
women."

PLAN TO GO NOW – ALL WELCOME

Fundraise NOW to attend the celebration.
Details of costs to follow.
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Briefly Speaking
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
in the Southern Highlands of New
South Wales. We wish Sr Mary
every blessing for her ministry in
the Diocese.

great deal of damage at Kalumburu
in 2005. Also on Sister’s birthday,
the Convent kitchen which was
utterly destroyed by the cyclone
and then rebuilt, was back in
business again. We wish Sr Scholi
and all the Benedictine Sisters
God’s choicest blessings.

Photo: A Hayden

Photo: Courtesy RSJ Provincialate

BR COLIN MILNE, a Missionary
of the Sacred Heart, visited
Broome recently on his way to
Perth from Darwin where he has
been stationed since 2003 as the
Bursar at the MSC Centre at
Nightcliffe.
Prior to his appointment to
Darwin, Br Milne spent forty-one
years in Papua New Guinea where
he taught in various areas
including Sideia in the Milne Bay
Province and at the Minor
Seminary at Kokopo, Rabaul, New
Britain Province. Br Milne also
taught in Japan for six years at an
English language school run by the
MSC Brothers.

SR MARY BAKER RSJ has joined
Sr Nellie Versluys and Sr Frances
Flemming at the Spirituality Centre
at Mirrilingki as Program
Coordinator. Sr Mary is from the
New South Wales Province of the
Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred
Heart and has worked for the past
twenty three years in spiritual
direction and retreat work. For the
last two years, Sr Mary has lived
and worked as a member of the
retreat team at St Mary’s Towers,
Douglas Park, a retreat centre run by

YASMIN FOGLIANI (ABOVE)
AND JACOPO PIOLI (BELOW)
from Broome are off to a World
Youth Day function in Rome to
take possession of the World Youth
Day Cross in preparation for WYD
in Sydney in 2008.

A KIMBERLEY VETERAN, one
time Parish Priest of Balgo and
now Pallottine Regional Leader, Fr
Ray Hevern recently visited Fr
Kevin McKelson at the University
of Notre Dame Australia, Broome
Campus and Fr Joe Kearney who is
supplying in Derby.

Photo: CAS
Photo: B Fordham.
EIGHTY NINE AND STILL
GOING STRONG. Sr Scholastica
Carrillo OSB celebrated her 89th
birthday on the 15th March – one
day before the first anniversary of
Cyclone Ingrid which caused a
4
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SOME TRAINEES ENROLLED AT GOOLARRI MEDIA have been
receiving an introduction to modern media methods using a TV Camera
and a Radio Console. They are doing their studies under the watchful eye
of Henry Augustine, Broome media celebrity and celebrated raconteur.
Clockwise from left: Maureen Shadforth (Broome), Aloysius
Matthews (Balgo), Ian Darkie (Balgo), Henry Augustine (Broome) and
Tanya Ronald (Balgo).

Catholic Education Office

Induction for Teachers
new to the Kimberley
By Sandra Brogden

Teachers at the Kimberley Induction. Photo: B Kane.
Understanding the cultural and historical context of Catholic school
communities in the Kimberley is an essential ingredient in successful
adaptation to teaching in Kimberley schools. Every year the Catholic
Education Office, Kimberley Region, holds a four-day Induction program
for teachers new to the region in order to share with them the experience
and knowledge of local community members, experienced teachers and
CEO support staff. The aim is to give new teachers some insight into the
local history, language and cultural issues that shape their school
communities.
This year, forty-one new teachers attended the Induction program
which was held at the Mangrove Hotel in Broome. CEO support staff
members and local indigenous experts including Esther Bevan and Doris
Matthews facilitated four days of workshops, lectures and interactive
activities. The inductees were treated to a range of local cultural
experiences such as a cultural tour of Minyirr Park, sunset at Gantheume
Point beach, a Kimberley Bookshop visit and the traditional Shrove
Tuesday breakfast. Inductees were presented with their certificates of
participation by Bishop Saunders and Regional Officer, Sandra Brogden
at the Commissioning Mass on the Tuesday evening.

For Family and for Life
An extract from the Committee for Family and for Life Newsletter - Volume
2, No.1 2006 by Bishop Don Sproxton
A letter to the editor of the West
Australian caught my attention
recently. It sought to defend the
rights of women and it made an
astonishing assertion that a woman
should be free to make up her mind
about how she uses her body, in
particular, that she should not be
burdened by religious belief.
The writer, it seems, believes
that a woman should shake off
anything that would impede her
freedom, including any form of
belief system.
Firstly, this assertion means
that people will have to make
moral decisions in a vacuum,
without the aid of past experience,
or the wisdom of the ages, or the
wisdom of the Gospel. What a
heavy burden this would be!
Secondly, the writer, like many
contemporary media personalities,
holds that we neither need nor
work out of a system of beliefs.
This again is false.
The writer betrayed several
principles of a belief system

Bishop Don Sproxton.
Photo: Courtesy “The Record”.
throughout the letter. We all have
our belief systems.
The dominant belief system
today is that of the humanist type
which is full of individualism,
pessimism and relativism.
Pope Benedict XVI has just
released his first encyclical on the
theme of Christian love. The vision
he proclaims is one that is full of
hope and beauty. Even though
increasingly the Christian vision is
being sidelined, it needs to be
promoted by us with great
conviction and much courage. We
all act out of a belief system. Let
that system be the best, hopeful
and life giving.

LEST WE
FORGET
ANZAC Day — 25th April
The Ode
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.
THE BOSS SHOP
OFFICE NATIONAL BROOME

Phone: 9192 2354
Service: 9192 1730
Fax: 9192 2429
Service: 9193 5779

Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies, Photocopying,
Laminating, Office Furniture,
Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
Machines - Sales & Service, Faxes, Printers,
Photocopiers, Cash Registers
MON - FRIDAY 8AM-5PM,
SAT 8AM-12NOON
26 Clementson Street
Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au

The Great Sacrifice
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Caritas
By Fr Emil Ciecierega, SDS, Diocesan Director

Trauma Support for the Solomons
Caritas Australia is providing
psychological trauma support
programs in the Solomon Islands
where people have suffered years
of violence and civil unrest.
In recent years, people have
been forced to flee their homes,
have been terrorized and have
watched while their loved ones
were beaten or killed.
Fighting broke out between the
Indigenous people of Guadalcanal
and new arrivals from the
neighbouring island of Malaita in
late 1998. This fighting was largely
over land and jobs. Hundreds of
people were killed and an
estimated 20,000 Malaitans were
forced to flee from Guadalcanal.
Then in 2000, an armed coup
forced the Prime Minster out of
office. The whole country was
thrown into turmoil. Law and order
broke down, corruption flourished,

6

unemployment rose, thousands of
people were displaced from their
homes, many children were unable
to go to school, health clinics
struggled to stay open and people
died of curable illnesses.
A ceasefire was signed in
October 2000, though peace was
very fragile. In July 2003 an
Australia-led intervention force,
RAMSI, arrived in the Solomons
after the Solomons Government
asked Australia for assistance.
Caritas Australia has been
providing trauma support
programs in the Solomon Islands
s i n c e 2 0 0 2 . Tr a u m a S u p p o r t
Workers are trained to help people
feel safe enough to tell their stories
and so to take the first steps to
move forward with their lives.
After receiving training in
Trauma Support, Stephen Tom
returned to his village where he

• KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE • APRIL 2006

Solomon Islanders still smiling, despite the traumas they have lived through.
Photo: J McMahon.
conducts sessions identifying
trauma, exploring the causes of
trauma and explaining how the
Trauma Support Worker can help.
“I really like helping us all to
get back to normal again. The
Solomon Islands was a really nice
place before the fighting, we are
just trying to get things back like

they were before,” he said.
Your donation to Project
Compassion will help
communities in the Solomons to
rebuild their lives. Donations can
be made by phoning 1800 024 413,
on-line at www.caritas.org.au or by
posting to GPO Box 9830 in your
capital city.

From the Office of
Justice, Ecology & Peace
By Br Shane Wood, CFC

What’s new….?
Three news stories in the past
weeks have made the point
painfully clear to all those willing
to take notice that things are not
improving for our Aboriginal
people in the Kimberley. The
stories involved, Halls Creek,
petrol sniffing and health statistics.
The Halls Creek story hit the
headlines nationally and locally
and there was a flurry of comment
from everyone you could think of –
the ‘usual suspects’ as some would
characterise them. What astounded
me was the little time given to the
genuine desires of the people of
Halls Creek and especially the
families of the children involved in
the alleged sexual abuse. These
people do not necessarily want to
have their say through the media;
they probably want to talk in
private with a small group of
concerned and committed experts
who have the authority to direct
resources to the places where they
are needed.
There would be no delay in
moving
all
the
necessary
Departmental machinery into such
a situation if it was in a suburb of
Perth. Why the shyness here? It
seems to me that the situation must
be critical for people to speak out in
such a fashion and it also seems
clear that the caregivers themselves
know what is required and are
prepared to do whatever it takes to
clear up this mess. So the experts
need to sit down with the families
in a culturally appropriate way and
sort it out, not waste time and
energy looking for someone or
something to blame.
Clearly

criminal charges need to be laid if
crimes have been committed.
The roll-out of non-sniffable
petrol has begun in a number of
places, but clearly there needs to be
a way of ‘plugging the holes’ in a
system that allows a community to
receive the new petrol but not the
Roadhouse across the highway.
This terrible practice of sniffing
petrol is another symptom of a
culture in crisis and the best
psychologists, social analysts and
family therapists need to be
engaged with elders and other
leaders in a wholistic approach to
Aboriginal community building. If
the disease remains untreated,
another symptom will replace the
one we are attempting to remove.
Oxfam Australia recently
released a report on Indigenous
health in time for publication to the
media visiting Australia for the
Commonwealth Games.
The
statistics are shocking and have
varied little over the last 20 years.
In part the Report mentions that
‘Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Australians can expect to
live 17–18 years less than other
Australians.
Indigenous
life
expectancy at birth is estimated as
59 years for Indigenous men and
65 years for Indigenous women
compared to 77 years for nonIndigenous men and 82 years for
non-Indigenous women. This is
comparable to the life expectancy
that applied to non-Indigenous
Australians almost 100 years ago’.
So, what’s new in 2006? To
our national and regional shame,
not much.

"Proudly Supporting Broome
and the Kimberley"

The BIA Group, PO Box 68, Broome, W.A. 6725
• Phone: (08) 9193 5455 • Facsimile: (08) 9193 6057

Catholic Mission
By Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

Catholic
Mission’s support
after Philippines
mudslide
The building of a pastoral centre on the island of Leyte in the Philippines
is just one of the many projects Catholic Mission supported last year.
Funds were provided to help build the pastoral centre in Visca, in the
Diocese of Maasin, the same diocese where the devastating mudslide
occurred recently.

Children in the Philippines benefited from $111,466 in funding from Catholic
Mission’s work for children last year. Photo courtesy Catholic Mission
The mudslide, which struck the small village of Guinsaugon, has left
more than 900 people missing, and 72 people confirmed dead. More than
500 homes were wiped out along with the local primary school.
“We join our brothers and sisters in the Philippines and pray for the
missing, that they will be found safe,” said National Director Father Terry
Bell. “When a disaster such as this happens, it is wonderful that
organisations are there on hand with emergency aid. Catholic Mission’s
ongoing outreach will be there now and in the future to provide support
for the poorest people for whom every day life is a struggle.”
Catholic Mission allocated more than $1,043,894 in funding last year
to the Philippines through their works in Partnering Local Churches and
Communities, Fostering Local Church Leadership and Caring for
Children.
Catholic Mission is the church’s global mission aid agency and has
been working for more than 180 years in more than 160 countries.
To make a donation freecall 1800 257 296 or visit
www.catholicmission.org.au. For further information contact Catholic
Mission Diocesan Director Fr Daniel Chama 08 9193 5888.
APRIL 2006 • KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE •

7

Wonders of the Kimberley
A glimpse at its unique environment

By Brian Kane

A glimpse at its unique
environment – ‘Dragonflies’
Where do dragonflies come from? What do they eat? Do they sting?
Where do they get their name? These are some of the questions that
may occur to us when hordes of them appear in the Kimberley after
the wet season each year. The old myths have long disappeared and
now this beautiful insect is admired to the point where it is common
these days to see dragonfly key rings, cards and stain glass hanging
ornaments as popular sale items.
In the UK dragonflies were
known as ‘horse stingers’ in
years gone by. Back then, people
observed that a captured
dragonfly curled its abdomen as
if in an attempt to sting and
occasionally horses seemed to be
stung as they would twitch and
skip about the fields. We now
know that flies caused this
irritation to horses and that the
dragonflies were in fact feeding
on the flies.
So while
dragonflies
are
fearsome
predators of other flying insects,
this beautiful creature is
Dragonfly on lily pads at Beagle Bay. harmless to animals and does a
Photo: CAS.
huge favour by keeping the fly
population down.
Dragonflies are among the oldest insects on earth as fossilized
remains show that they existed 300 million years ago and some had
a wingspan over 60 cm. Today, there are 4500 different species of
dragonfly (300 species in Australia) varying in size and colour. They
are sunlight-loving insects who live near fresh water, stagnant pools
or marshes. Observation here in the Kimberley indicates that
dragonflies are of a green, brown or red colour which becomes
stronger as the insect grows older.
Dragonflies move through the air at great speed and they can fly
for hours on end but usually they patrol a particular area looking for
insects to eat. Mosquitoes, flies and midges are a large part of their
diet and these are plucked from the air. This fact alone should endear
these delightful creatures to us.
Mating usually takes place in the air, and the female lays its eggs
in water, the stems of water plants or into mud. After 2 – 5 weeks the
eggs hatch into nymphs. These are called "mud-eyes" and are
excellent bait for freshwater fish. Their emergence as adults is often
taken as a signal that the wet season is over.
It is amazing that dragonflies can fly forwards, sideways,
backwards and hover like a helicopter. It is said that Da Vinci wrote
many papers on the possibility of an aircraft being modelled on the
dragonfly after he observed them. Dragonflies have only a short
lifespan once they take flight because they disappear after two
months. However, they have the vital role of keeping the insect
population in balance and their preservation is important to the well
being of everyone who lives here in the Kimberley.
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University of Notre Dame

Broome Campus
enrolments
above target
By Ngaire Baker
The University of Notre Dame
Australia, Broome Campus, has
begun the 2006 academic year with
a
significant
increase
in
admissions.
Broome Campus Executive
Director, Gavin Greaves, said
Notre
Dame
has
done
exceptionally well despite the
expected downturn in the number
of students entering tertiary study
Australia wide.
“We have seen a 23 percent
increase in new admissions on the
Broome Campus over the 2005
numbers. This brings our total
student numbers to more than 250.
This figure includes both higher
education
and
Vocational
Education and Training (VET)
students.
“Our courses appeal to both
school leavers and mature-age
students. In 2006, we have seen an
increase in mature age students
enrolled in Bachelor of Nursing,
Bachelor of Education, Aboriginal
Studies, Graduate Certificate in
Education (Aboriginal Studies)

and Master of Teaching and
Education courses.
“Broome and Kimberley
students number thirty six, a very
pleasing figure as this is our major
target group along with the Pilbara.
The rest include a mature age
student from Sweden and several
students
from
Victoria,
Queensland
and
Northern
Territory,” said Mr Greaves.
Mr Greaves added that the
VET program, which is open to
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander students from across
Western Australia, has attracted
students from Albany and the
Great Southern, the Goldfields,
Pilbara and Kimberley regions.
Also
included
in
the
admissions for 2006 are ten
students from various parts of
Western Australia and Interstate
who are undertaking the Tertiary
Enabling Program, a 14 week
alternative entry pathway to
undergraduate studies at the
University.

Broome education student Edward Orszulak is congratulated by Notre Dame’s
Executive Director, Gavin Greaves as he receives his welcome pack for 2006.
Photo: N Baker.

University of Notre Dame

Flying start to education

Lenten reflection

By Ngaire Baker

By N Baker
Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and giving in preparation for Easter the greatest feast in the Church’s year.
On Shrove Tuesday we expressed our willingness to participate in
the Lenten fast with a breakfast of pancakes and we began Lent on Ash
Wednesday with a ceremony where we were signed with ashes to
remind ourselves of our humanity before God. The presentation of the
Alms basket at this ceremony helps to encourage people to be
charitable to the poor during this time and the Prayer of the Church is
prayed publicly every Friday morning in the Good Samaritan Sisters
house with students and staff welcome to participate.

With books in hand Samantha and Virginia Gordon are heading home, joined on
the tarmac by King Leopold Air, Chief Pilot, Dave Sugar, before boarding their
flight. Photo: N Baker.
The Vocational Employment and Training (VET) Program at the
University of Notre Dame Australia, Broome Campus attracts students
from all over the State of Western Australia.
Notre Dame’s VET program is unique because it enables the students
to come to Broome for one week of intensive block study several times
during the year and then return to their communities to work and study in
a familiar environment. While in Broome the students stay in hostel style
accommodation on campus.
Joining the Broome Campus for 2006 to study Certificate of Business
III are sisters Samantha and Virginia Gordon from the Yiyili Community
east of Fitzroy Crossing. Both Samantha and Virginia enjoyed their first
week of study and found that different aspects of the Certificate in
Business will help them when they return to Yiyili.
“The safety course will help me when I am working in the community
store,” said 17 year-old Samantha. While Virginia found the customer
service aspect of her course useful for her work in the ‘Laarri’ local art
gallery.
“Coming to study at Notre Dame has given me the confidence to talk
to the tourists and customers who come into the gallery. I have found the
work interesting and my skills in the gallery will improve with practice,”
said Virginia.
Virginia added that she will be bringing some of her work and other
items from Laarri Gallery to Broome in May/June for an exhibition.

Recently appointed Education Lecturer, Simon Millar, and daughter Baillie
receive the ashes from Fr Kevin McKelson. Photo N Baker.

Dying you destroyed our death, rising you
restored our life. Lord Jesus come in Glory.
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have
set us free. You are the Saviour of the world.
APRIL 2006 • KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE •
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Kimberley contingent

Kimberley Kitchen
Recipe by Trish Law

Shearers’
Scones
4 cups SR flour
1/2 level teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/2 level teaspoon salt
150g butter
1/2 cup castor sugar
1 cup currants or chopped dates
1 egg
1 cup milk
beaten egg and milk to glaze tops
Kimberley students attending St John’s in Darwin with Bishop Christopher
Saunders during a recent visit to the College.

The Sacred Heart
Church Beagle Bay
Conservation and Restoration Appeal
Please make donations
payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA
(WA) and post to:

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay Conservation and
Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

MY DONATION:

❑ $25

❑ $50 ❑ $100 ❑ Other
My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed
OR ❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

...
Expiry Date

Signature

Name: ____________________________________________________________
Postal Address: ________________________________________________
Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. Receipts will be issued.
10
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Sift flour, nutmeg and salt into a
mixing bowl. Rub in butter.
Mix in sugar and fruit. Make a
well in the middle.
Add egg and milk and mix
quickly into a soft scone dough.
Knead lightly using extra SR
flour. Pat or roll out to about 2.5
cm thick.
Cut out with a medium sized
scone cutter. Put onto a greased
baking tray.
Glaze tops with a beaten egg
and milk. Bake in a very hot oven
for about 20 minutes. Empty onto a
clean tea-towel, cover loosely in a
tea-towel until ready to spread with
butter. Makes about 16 delicious
scones.

Trish Laws. Photo: M Burns.
Trish Laws is the Year 4/5
teacher at Kururrungku Catholic
Education Centre at Billiluna. This
is Trish’s third year in the desert
community at Billiluna which is
180km south of Halls Creek in the
East Kimberley. Trish comes from
Barham in NSW and has two dogs
Jock and Honey who have adjusted
well to their life in the remote
community. Trish loves cooking
and this recipe for Shearers’
Scones is one of her favourites. It
is a quick and easy one to cook for
morning tea with staff.

Easter Painting

Parish News

Nancy Gill Napanangka’s beautiful painting shows that through
Kururrnpa Palya (the Holy Spirit) Mama Kankarra (God the Father)
raised Jesus from the dead (Tomb in bottom left hand side). The rays of
light shine out to touch the stars (outer circle).
Easter falls just after the wet in the desert and the desert blooms to
greet the Saviour. The mountains shine, the waters flow, the rock holes are
flushed and healthy, the grass becomes green and flowers bloom (centre).

Balgo

Gone Fishing

Cecily Paddon shows the best way to fish in the flooded Sturt River.
Photo: C Martin.
Broome

Shrove Tuesday

PLEASE REMEMBER
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
THE KIMBERLEY IN YOUR WILL
A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome for the religious,
educational and charitable works of the Church allows funds to be
applied where the need is greatest.
❑
❑
❑

I would like more information about
remembering the Church in my will.
I have already included the Church in
my will and wish to have this noted.
I would like to be contacted for a
confidential talk about my will, or a gift
to the Church in my lifetime.

Please mail coupon to:
The Finance Officer,
Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76,
Broome WA 6725
Telephone: (08) 9192 1060
or Fax: (08) 9192 2136

Name:__________________________________________________________________
Address:

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

ABN 37 040 099 127

(l – r) Sr Philomena Hockings SJG, Sr Veronica McCarthy SJG and Sally Bin
Demin attended a fundraising breakfast for Project Compassion at the “Father
Nicholas Emo Café” at the Broome Parish Centre on Shrove Tuesday.
Kalumburu

New
kitchen at
Kalumburu
The Benedictine Sisters at
Kalumburu now have a lovely
new kitchen to take the place of
the previous building which was
totally destroyed by the
destructive winds of Cyclone
Ingrid which hit Kalumburu in
March 2005.
Kalumburu Parish Priest, Fr Anscar
McPhee blesses the new kitchen. Photo: B Fordham.
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11

School News
Balgo

Billiluna

Clean up Australia
By Jenny Brookel

The Blessing of Ashes
By Pat Holden
At Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre Billiluna Father Matt Digges
burned the palms from last year’s Palm Sunday to make the ashes for Ash
Wednesday. The children sang “Out of Ashes” during the burning and the
Blessing Song after the ashes were blessed.

On the 3rd of March, for Clean up Australia Day, all the students and
some of the parents of Luurnpa Catholic School worked hard in the
community picking up over forty bags of rubbish. This photo shows
Jeremiah Guguman and Bart Gill picking up rubbish at the Balgo Store.
ORDER FORM

Kimberley Church
Logo Caps

Gavin Long receives the ashes on Ash Wednesday. Photo: M Burns.

Fundraising Badges
By M Burns

Please send me ____ caps @ $12.00 (inclusive of postage and GST)
(Please indicate number and type of cap required).

❏ Black cap with red trim

❏ Plain black (no trim)

❏ Plain dark blue (no trim) and

❏ Cream cap with black peak

As a Project Compassion project the students at Kururrungku Catholic
Education Centre in Billiluna have designed and made badges to sell to
the Community for two dollars each. The students sold the badges at the
school and the Kururrungku Store and received lots of compliments on
their artwork.

Cheque for $__________ enclosed.
Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Telephone : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Please forward this form to:
The Diocese of Broome, PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Ph: (08) 9192 1060 Fax: (08) 9192 2136

The caps are also available from the Diocesan Office
at 13 Barker Street, Broome.
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L-R: Waylen Manson, Nathan Mandijarra and Suraya Sambo making their badges
to sell. Photo: M Burns.

School News
Broome

Reading Recovery

Ash
Wednesday

By Angela Alibrando
The Reading Recovery Pilot
Project, co-ordinated by St. Mary’s
College in Broome in conjunction
with the CEO Melbourne,
Melbourne University and the
CEO Broome, began early in Term
1. Reading Recovery is a well
researched and documented early
reading and writing intervention
strategy. It necessitates that a

teacher develops a level of
expertise and works with a child
one to one for half an hour each
day. The strategy is used
throughout the world and is highly
acclaimed.
Last year St Mary’s began
intense discussions to investigate
how Reading Recovery could be
brought to The Kimberley. There

Reading Recovery Tutor, Trish Bremner.

Student Council
The Student Representative Council members of St Mary’s College were
elected by their peers in February and have started the year well. The
2005 SRC helped raised funds towards the new cool water bubblers.
Following on from this success, the 2006 SRC has already made plans for
future school improvements. Once a fortnight they meet and discuss
student issues that various year levels ask them to bring to the meeting.
They are a committed and energetic group who will also meet with
Principal, Tony Treacy once a term.

Back Row: Tara Morgan, James Bermingham, Jarrah Phillips, Christopher
Le’Blowitz, Josh Sibosado, Jamal Matusiewicz, Alex Cox, Sarah Nind.
Front Row: Millie Weston, Ruby Baptiste, Sarah McNamara, Maddi Hall, Emma
Sibosado, Sophie Kelly, Tegan Masuda. Absent: Bianca Howard, Rachel Treacy,
Sasha Bailey and Ulanda White. Photo: A McGregor.

have been countless meetings and
hard work. It was with a sense of
anticipation and hope that teachers
from across the Kimberley finally
gathered for three days of
professional development at the
CEO Broome. The professional
development was facilitated by
Trish Bremner, a Reading
Recovery Tutor and teacher at St.
Mary’s. She will continue to work
closely with teachers throughout
the year. Schools involved in The
Reading Recovery Pilot Project are
Djarindjin Lombadina, Derby,
Wyndham,
Kununurra
and
Broome. We look forward to
monitoring this program. We wish
all those involved every success. In
particular, we look forward to
hearing of the success it brings to
our Kimberley students.

At the St Mary’s College Mass on
Ash Wednesday Angie James
receives ashes from Fr Joseph
Pelle while teacher, Amanda
Martin, is next in line

Photo: B Kane.

Kununurra

A new way of learning
By Peter Hazebroek
St Joseph’s students are excited at the prospect of learning in a new
way. As part of the ASISTM (Australian School Innovation in
Science, Technology and Mathematics) Project and First Steps in
Mathematics Professional Development, St Joseph’s School has
received an Interactive Whiteboard. All the students and staff at the
school have been introduced to this wonderful new way of learning
which enables greater interaction between the learner and the content.
ICT (Information Computer Technology) has certainly come a long
way and here at St Joseph’s we are making sure our children are
exposed to everything it has to offer, regardless of our isolation.

Photo: P Hazebroek
APRIL 2006 • KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE •

13

14

• KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE • APRIL 2006

School News
Wirrumanu Adult Education Centre

Gibb River

Business Studies

Former Wanalirri
students graduate from
Year 12

The Adult Education Centre in Balgo delivers TAFE courses. In the first
term, twelve women participated in a course called Operate Business
Technology. This is one of the units in Certificate 11 in Business Studies.
Sr. Monique Nyland is teaching the unit.

Sister Frances Wilson RNDM
Arnikar Rastus from the Dodnun Community at Mt Elizabeth Station and
Roxanne Williams from Gibb River Station are currently in Yr 12 at St
Brigid’s Boarding College in Lesmurdie, Perth.
Arnikar and Roxanne began their education at Wanalirri Catholic
School, Gibb River, in Pre-primary. With the support of their families,
they consistently attended school every day, week, month, year, through
the primary classes until 2002 when they began their secondary education
in Perth.
Sr Monique Nyland with some of her students.
Beagle Bay

A Day at the Beach
By L Geaney
During Week 5, most of the staff from Sacred Heart School, Beagle Bay
attended an induction in Broome which left only 3 teachers plus the ATA’s
at the school. The students had a planned week of sport, computing, taichi, face painting, video watching and environmental health. On Shrove
Tuesday, as a special treat, after having pancakes for breakfast, the
remaining teachers and students took off to Middle Lagoon for an
excursion. Once at the beach the children couldn’t wait to get into the
water and enjoyed swimming and body surfing. A very healthy morning
tea and lunch capped off a lovely day at the beach. Everyone had a great
time - the weather was kind and the students caught a barney (goanna) in
the mangrove creek.
Arnikar Rastus and Roxanne Williams.

Beagle Bay Pastoral Worker, Edward Khaemba, with students from Sacred Heart
School, Beagle Bay during their excursion to Middle Lagoon. Photo: L Geaney.

When Wanalirri Catholic School was established in 1991, the
children from Dodnun, 65kms away at Mt Elizabeth, were enrolled. For
the next ten years, without fail, the families brought their children to Gibb
River on a Sunday evening to stay with families during the week enabling
them to attend Wanalirri School. They were picked up after school on
Friday to return to Dodnun for the weekend. Sometimes during the Wet
Season they swam the flooded Hann River in order to get to school on
time, or were even stranded in Gibb River for the entire first term, away
from family during that time. In return, the families in Gibb River gave
wonderful support and care of these children.
The girls’ recent big project together has been to search for the
RIGHT ball gown and shoes to wear at the girls’ Yr 12 ball.
We congratulate Arnikar and Roxanne for their wonderful
achievements, the challenges they have overcome, their happy spirit in
the midst of it all and for being the first girls from their Communities and
Wanalirri Catholic School to graduate from Yr 12.
We wish the girls God’s Blessings for their future as they prepare to
take on the next step in their journey of life.
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2. Ngalangangpum School in Warmun
has been raising funds towards a
Caritas Australia project to provide
running water to communities in
Tanzania. Katie Mosquito, Vaughn
Ogden and Lindsay Jessell are
checking progress towards the $525
target on the “money” barometer
displayed in the school library.
Photo: Peter Cowan.

3

3. St Mary’s College Broome teacher
and proud new mum Natalie Giancono
with bundle of joy, Amica Rose.
Photo: Terri Van Zetten.

4

5. Fr Matt Digges and Church Leaders made the trek to Kiwirrkurra, a remote part
of the Balgo Parish, to celebrate the beginning of Lent with the small Catholic
community there. A group of thirty gathered for the Mass of the ashes. Kiwirrkurra
is 500km south of Balgo. Pictured are Fr Matt and Church Leaders Nellie Njamme
and Tossy Baadjo cooling off at Piparr Rockhole, the half way mark and traditional
country belonging to Njamme’s husband. Photo: Br M Neville.
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4. University of Notre Dame Australia Vocational Education and Training students
Lynette Bolton (l) and Nathan Dimer with guest speaker Stephen Albert (Baamba) at
the official welcome to students held in the new Student Life Centre on the
University’s Broome Campus. Photo: N Baker.
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1. The CDMA mobilenet has even reached Balgo, and Callum Kingsley is learning
from an early age how to use his mobile! Photo: C Newman.

