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NAIDOC: Respect the Past – Believe in the Future

Editorial

Rubibi determination

The end of the
beginning for Native
Title in Broome
The recent determination of the improvement in health and life
Federal Court, handed down in expectancy for their descendents;
Broome a few weeks ago, the sort of outcomes that ought
granting Native Title rights to the reasonably
accompany
the
Yawuru people has brought a increase in general living
welcome conclusion to a long standards in the communities
process. The large crowd that where they live.
gathered to celebrate the longIt is hoped that the Shire, State
awaited decision was a wonderful Government, lease holders, the
representation of the multicultural general public and the Yawuru
and multi-faceted community that people can now make progress
is Broome. How fitting that the with
regard
to
future
place chosen was Town Beach, developments in the Broome area
overlooking the sparkling waters that will potentially provide these
of Roebuck Bay; where the red benefits for all concerned. Up to
pindan meets the white sand.
this point, the Yawuru people have
This determination gives a been generous in their willingness
level of certainty to all the parties to make agreements that have
with an interest in the Broome allowed some developments to go
area, and allows negotiations to be ahead despite the lengthy process
set in train amongst all interested of arriving at the Native Title
g r o u p s r e g a r d i n g f u t u r e decision. This generosity needs to
developments.
be recognized and it
Despite what some
The large crowd is to be hoped that
people might think
the other parties will
that gathered to
and what some have
be equally as genesaid in the past, the celebrate the long- rous in future negoAboriginal people awaited decision was tiations.
are not opposed to
At the same
a wonderful
such developments.
time, the comments
As the traditional representation of the o f t h e p r e s i d i n g
owners and customulticultural and judge, in calling for
dians they just want
a review of the
multi-faceted
to have a say in what
Native Title process
is appropriate and community that is and an increase in
what is not. In
the resources proBroome.
addition, they have a
vided to parties
reasonable and
making claims need
understandable desire to see their to be taken seriously by Governpeople and especially their ment. It is a pity that many of
children and grandchildren obtain those who were part of the Native
a share in the prosperity that these t i t l e c l a i m p r o c e s s i n t h e
developments bring. For the most beginning and who worked so
part, they are not looking for ‘easy hard to achieve this result have
money’, but for real opportunities passed away in the intervening 12
that will lead to genuine training years. Nobody should have to
and
full-time
employment, wait this length of time to achieve
affordable housing and an justice.
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The photo above shows Justice Ron Merkel handing copies of the Native Title
determination to Yawuru elders. The Rubibi determination was handed down in
Broome on Friday 28 April 2006. [See adjacent Editorial]. Photo: A Hayden.
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A blessing on those who put their
trust in the Lord...they are like a
tree by the waterside that thrusts its
roots into the stream.'
— (Jeremiah 17:7)

Briefly Speaking

Fr Mike Onwuemelie. Photo: A. Gordon

Sr Jill O’Brien. Photo: CAS

FR MIKE ONWUEMELIE, a
Councillor and Second Assistant to
the General Superior of the
Spiritan Fathers in Rome visited
his conferes in the Diocese of
Broome recently. Fr Mike was able
to meet up with fellow Spiritans,
Fr Wally McNamara from Beagle
Bay, seminarian Edward Khaemba
also from Beagle Bay, Fr Bernard
Amah from Lombadina and Fr
Mark Connolly from Wyndham
while he was in the Diocese.

SR JILL O'BRIEN has been
appointed by Bishop Saunders to
act as Liturgical Consultant for the
planning and construction of a new
Cathedral in Broome. The current
building was constructed as a
temporary Cathedral in 1964 and
due to the materials used it is now
in need of replacement. More
details will emerge over the
coming months, but Sr Jill is very
keen to consult widely throughout
the Diocese on the needs, values
and treasures that the new
Cathedral will meet, represent and
house for the whole Diocese. Sr
Jill has also accepted the Role of
Deputy for Religious for the
Diocese. We are grateful to Sr Jill
for her willingness to take on these
duties.

Photo: CAS.
Many children attended the Dawn
Service in Broome on ANZAC
Day along with a large crowd of
onlookers and representatives from
various community organisations.
ANZAC Day celebrations are
growing in popularity throughout
the Kimberley not only in the
towns but in some of the remote
settlements.

Erica Bernard. Photo: N Murphy.
ERICA BERNARD OF BROOME
has been appointed as the Diocesan
representative on the WYD 08
Organising Committee. Bishop
Saunders appointed Erica to
represent the people of the
Kimberley in preparations for what
promises to be the largest
gathering of youth in Australia
ever. Erica will meet a couple of
times each year with other
members of the Committee and
Bishop Anthony fisher and his
executive group. Erica is anxious
that the Diocese of Broome
participates fully with the large
contingent of pilgrims attending
the celebrations beginning July 15
2008.

Fr Richard Tomelty. Photo: CAS.
THERE HAS BEEN A CHANGE
OF PRIESTS at Our Lady Queen of
Peace Parish in Broome. Fr Joseph
Pelle has been recalled to minister
in the Archdiocese of Perth and
former Assistant Priest Fr Daniel
Chama has taken on the role of
Administrator of the Cathedral. Fr
Richard Tomelty, also from the
Perth Archdiocese, has been
appointed to assist Fr Daniel in the
parish. We thank Fr Joseph for his
ministry to the people of Broome
and wish him every blessing in his
new apostolate. Our best wishes
and prayers go to Fr Daniel and Fr
Richard for their new appointments.
PRIESTS AND PASTORAL
ASSOCIATES
gathered
in
Broome for their annual meeting in
the first week of April. It was a
good opportunity to raise common
issues and seek agreed approaches
to the pastoral challenges facing
those in ministry in our far-flung
Diocese. It was also a good
opportunity to meet with the
Catholic Principals who were in
town at the same time.

Recent arrivals to the Kimberley
attending their first Priests and Pastoral
Associates meeting were (l to r) Edward
Khaemba, Fr Richard Tomelty, Sr Mary
Baker, John Purnell and Fr Wally
McNamara. Photo: CAS.
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World Youth
Day 2008
Australia recently received worldwide focus as His Holiness Pope
Benedict XVI presided over a Palm Sunday Mass followed by the
handover of the World Youth Day Cross and Icon of Our Lady. The
handover marked the formal commencement of Sydney’s role in
hosting the world’s largest youth event, World Youth Day, in 2008.
The Archbishop of Sydney, Cardinal George Pell, led an
Australian delegation of World Youth Day organisers to Rome.
Representing all the Australian Dioceses were seventy young people,
including Jasmin Fogliani and Jacopo Pioli from the Broome Diocese.
The Australian youth delegates carried banners emblazoned with
the colourful and symbolic Sydney World Youth Day 2008 logo as

Jacopo Pioli and Jasmin Fogliani take up the offertory gifts
during Mass in Rome.
they accepted the Cross and Icon in front of tens of thousands of
worshippers gathered in the Square and global television audiences.
The plans presented in Rome for 2008 included the traditional
World Youth Day Mass with Pope Benedict XVI, teaching sessions,
a Pilgrims Walk and overnight Vigil with a sleep out ‘under the stars’
as well as a Youth Festival with exhibitions and performances.
“People are very excited about World Youth Day being held in
Australia for the first time and by the way we are bringing the event
and the city of Sydney together,” said Cardinal Pell. “We’ve had
very positive feedback on our plans and we presented some quite
new concepts for this event, such as an online e-Pilgrimage which is
a new way to reach young pilgrims.”
Get Ready Now for WYD 2008 in Sydney.
More information about this event and how our own young
people can participate will be published from time to time in the
Kimberley Community Profile. Those intending to be part of this
unique event should begin their fundraising and their other
preparations now.
Check out www.wyd2008.org for further information.
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Vatican Dossier
Taken from ZENIT - The World Seen From Rome

Christ Still Calls: A
Friendship That Gives
Meaning to Life
VATICAN CITY.
Despite the crisis of vocations in some countries, Christ continues to call
adolescents, youths and adults to the priesthood, says Benedict XVI.
The Pope made these comments after ordaining 15 priests in St. Peter's
Basilica, and before praying the midday Regina Caeli with crowds gathered
in St. Peter's Square on 7 May - World Day of Prayer for Vocations.
The Holy Father referred to "the experience of Jesus’ first disciples
that, after meeting him on the lake and in the villages of Galilee, were
captivated by his attractiveness and love" to explain why men and women
decide to consecrate their whole life to Christ.
"The Christian vocation always implies renewing this personal
friendship with Jesus Christ, which gives meaning to one's life and makes
it available for the Kingdom of God," the Pontiff said.
Benedict XVI continued: "The Church lives from this friendship,
nourished by the word and the sacraments, holy realities entrusted in a
particular way to the ministry of bishops, presbyters and deacons,
consecrated by the sacrament of holy orders.
"The mission of the priest is irreplaceable and, although in some
regions there is a lack of clergy, there is no doubt that God continues to
call adolescents, youths and adults to leave all to dedicate themselves to
the preaching of the Gospel and the pastoral ministry."
"Another special way of following Christ”, the Pope said, "is the
vocation to the consecrated life, which is expressed in a poor, chaste and
obedient life, totally dedicated to God, in contemplation and prayer,
placed at the service of others, especially the little ones and the poor."
Also, the Holy Father said, "let us not forget that Christian marriage
is a vocation to holiness in the full sense of the word, and that the example
of holy parents is the first condition favorable for the flowering of priestly
and religious vocations."
Benedict XVI concluded by appealing for the prayers of all believers
"so that the seeds of the vocation that God sows in the hearts of the
faithful will mature and bear fruits of holiness in the Church and the
world."

THE BOSS SHOP
OFFICE NATIONAL BROOME

Phone: 9192 2354
Service: 9192 1730
Fax: 9192 2429
Service: 9193 5779

Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies, Photocopying,
Laminating, Office Furniture,
Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
Machines - Sales & Service, Faxes, Printers,
Photocopiers, Cash Registers
MON - FRIDAY 8AM-5PM,
SAT 8AM-12NOON
26 Clementson Street
Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au

Viewpoint
By Bishop Christopher Saunders

Bishops’ Conference
The Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference (ACBC) was held in
Sydney recently. This was the first
of two such conferences for 2006
and I thought this may be a good
time to share with you a few items
covered at the Bishops' gathering.
The ACBC has undergone a
major structural reorganization that
culminated with a busy voting
procedure at the meeting. The
Conference has abandoned its
system of nineteen Committees and
now conducts its business through
twelve Commissions that in turn
oversee a variety of councils and
agencies that carry out important
specialized work for the Church in
Australia. For instance, the
Commission for Justice and Service
is composed of six Bishops and
under this Commission operates a
number of agencies - Catholic
Earthcare Australia, Catholic Social
Services, Catholic Health and the

Australian Social Justice Council.
Some Commissions deal with one
particular work of the Church only
such as Education. Other single
issue Commissions are Caritas and
The Bishops Commission for
Relations with Aboriginal and T.S.
Islander Peoples.
The purpose of the streamlining
is to enable the Bishops in
conference to spend less time
dealing with numerous advisory
groups and Committees and more
time in discussing pressing pastoral
issues facing the Church in
Australia today. It is a useful
reorganization and has the potential
to serve the Church in Australia for
some years to come. Archbishop
Francis Carroll of Canberra has
finished his term as President of the
Conference and is patiently
awaiting retirement having handed
in his resignation to the Holy Father
when he turned seventy-five.

Archbishop Philip Wilson of
Adelaide was elected the new
President of the Australian Catholic
Bishops'
Conference
while
Archbishop Barry Hickey of Perth
is the deputy.
WYD 2008 was the subject of a
major presentation to the Bishops
gathered in North Sydney near the
Shrine of Blessed Mary McKillop.
Bishop Anthony Fisher from
Sydney outlined the progress so far
as Sydney prepares to host the
largest gathering of youth ever held
in Australia. WYD 2008 promises
to be even bigger for Sydney than
the 2000 Olympics and with the
cooperation of State and Federal
governments it has all the hallmarks
of a superb operation. We were
encouraged to earnestly prepare for
the festivity now - organizationally
and spiritually. The plans for the
Holy Father to attend the
celebrations have added to the
growing excitement and by all
accounts this will be one moment in
the life of young Australians that is

not to be missed. Estimations of
costs for Kimberley people are
about $2000 per head including
travel. I suggest that this is a good
time to begin drumming up some
enthusiasm in the parishes,
selecting interested pilgrims and
doing fundraising.
The speech of Pope John Paul II
to Aboriginal people in 1986 will be
celebrated
by
a
twentieth
anniversary Conference to be held
in Alice Springs later this year (2-7
Oct.). Preparations by the National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander
Catholic
Council
(NATSICC) are well underway. It is
estimated that in excess of 500
people will be attending to honour
the historic address and to
remember the call for Aboriginal
people to take their rightful place in
the Church in Australia so that it can
be truly Church. Kimberley people
were well represented at Alice
Springs in 1986 and it is hoped that
there will be representatives from
each parish there this year.
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Caritas
By Fr Emil Ciecierega, SDS, Diocesan Director

Humanitarian crisis
causes chronic insecurity
in Darfur
The conflict in Sudan’s Darfur region has created one of the world’s worst
humanitarian crises, with over 200,000 people killed and more than two
million displaced in the past three years.
Whilst a peace agreement was signed between the Government of
Sudan and a key Darfur rebel group last week, millions of Darfurians are
still living with chronic insecurity and may not feel the benefits of any
peace agreement for some time to come.
Caritas Australia is continuing to support the Darfur Emergency
Response Operation (DERO) – a collaboration between the Caritas
network and Action by Churches Together, which aims to improve the
quality of life of the internally displaced communities most affected by
the civil unrest in the southern and western regions of Darfur.
Since 2004, 325,000 people affected by the conflict have received
access to basic shelter and essential services such as clean water and
primary healthcare through DERO’s integrated program.
There has been enormous human suffering caused by the ongoing
fighting. Civilians have been in the front line throughout the conflict,
which has seen killings, systematic rape, forced displacement, and
destruction of villages.
Caritas Australia is committed to peace building, reconciliation and
the relief of suffering of the people in the Darfur region. In 2006, the
program will include a strong emphasis on peace building and child
protection, while still continuing to respond to the need for basic
essentials.
Without your support many more lives in the region could be at risk.
It is essential that the international community and governments fulfil
promises of relief assistance to provide for the desperate need of
vulnerable communities in Darfur.
For further information contact Fr Emil Ciecierega, Diocesan
Director on 08 9192 4950.

THANK YOU
I would like to sincerely thank everyone in
parishes and schools across the Diocese of
Broome who supported so generously the
Project Compassion Appeal this year.
Besides the envelope appeal, money was
raised in many novel ways across the
Diocese. I am sure your generosity is much
appreciated by those who are so desperately
in need of our support.
— Fr Emil Ciecierega SDS, Caritas Diocesan Director
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A new book Emo and San Salvador
At the Broome Library on May 2nd, Sr Brigida Nailon’s latest book on
the early days of the Kimberley Church was launched. The book, Emo
and San Salvador, which was commissioned by Bishop Christopher
Saunders, follows the story of the ministry of the early missionaries to the
Kimberley led by Frenchmen of the Trappist Order from Sept-Fons. Fr
Nicholas Emo, a Spanish Priest, accompanied the Trappists as a novice
and spent his early days as the administrator of the young Catholic
community in Broome. Sr Brigida’s book concerns this legendary figure
and his travels throughout the north in his lugger the San Salvador.
The evening was hosted by the Broome Shire Library and was
attended by around forty members of the local Broome community.

Juanita Gower has her copy of Emo and San Salvador signed by the author, Sr
Brigida Nailon. Photo: A Hayden.
Introducing Sr Brigida and filling the role of Master of Ceremonies was
Br Shane Wood from the office of the Bishop of Broome. Unfortunately,
Bishop Saunders was in Sydney for the Australian Bishops Conference,
but a letter that he wrote for inclusion in the second volume was read in
which he emphasised the importance of this historical record.
The official launch of the book was performed by Fr Kevin
McKelson. Many people stayed behind to chat and to have their copies of
the book signed by Sr Brigida.
Those wishing to view the two volume work or to purchase their own
copy can contact the Kimberley Bookshop.

From the Office of
Justice, Ecology & Peace
By Br Shane Wood, CFC

The Blame Game
continues to be popular
in some quarters
A recent proposal from the Minister for Families, Community Services
and Indigenous Affairs to compulsorily sequester a portion of welfare
payments to eligible parents for use in meeting bills for children’s
education and other needs has many welfare bodies scratching their
heads. I find it rather ironic that a Government so opposed to so called
‘passive welfare’ and committed to ‘mutual obligation’ through ‘shared
responsibility agreements’ is now retreating to a welfare dependency
model where the Government will decide without consultation what
things welfare entitlements will be spent on. I have not seen (at the time
of writing this article) any practical framework to suggest how this will
actually work.
The proposal raises several issues and incorporates several
assumptions that need to be challenged; and many have been by various
welfare bodies around Australia:
• What factual basis is there in the assumption that not having
enough money to care properly for children is due to poor
management from parents?
• What does the Government propose to do about the neglected
children of middle and high income earners? Will the same
policy apply?
• What evidence is there that welfare recipients cannot manage to
budget for themselves and their children? Maybe there is simply
not enough assistance for people who find themselves in this
situation?
• What proportion of welfare recipients is actually neglecting
children?
• How will the Government identify them?
• Will this ‘deduction’ apply to all welfare recipients? If not, does
this not seem to be a rather discriminatory application of the
regulations?
• What proportion of welfare entitlements will actually be ‘left
over’ after the Government takes out a portion for food, clothing
and education for dependent children? How will the level of
deduction actually be arrived at? Will it be the same no matter
where you live?
The whole idea seems to be idealogically driven and smacks of a
‘punishing the victim’ outlook towards those unfortunate and desperate
enough to be in need of and entitled to society’s assistance in the first
place. There are undoubtedly children who are neglected, from all sectors
and strata of our society. There ought to be, and are, other means of
dealing with this problem. This further proposal from the Minister does
not appear to me to be a just and reasonable way to deal with these issues.
Perhaps we need to apply more of our common wealth, sitting idle in our
Treasury accounts as massive surpluses, to addressing the reasons why
people, even some of those who are employed, find themselves unable to
manage to attain a reasonable standard of living for themselves and their
families in a modern and thriving economy such as ours.
When proposals like this and the so-called Smart Card are raised
seemingly out of the blue, one could be forgiven for wondering what
matters of real significance are going on in the background from which
the Government wants our attention distracted.

Catholic Mission
By Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

Women in Faith, Faith in
Women appeal

The women of Daru-kiunga march against violence.
Photo: Courtesy Catholic Mission.
Catholic Mission’s 2006 Partnering Local Churches and Communities
(Propagation of the Faith) appeal is entitled Women in Faith, Faith in Women.
The appeal focuses on women in the Daru-Kiunga Diocese in Papua New
Guinea, who are benefiting from Catholic Mission funding for their women’s
programs. These programs include sewing courses, Alternative to Violence
workshops, learning about women’s rights, and counselling workshops on
HIV/AIDS. Adult faith sharing and prayer are integral to these programs.
After the workshop the leaders go back to their parishes and pass on the
knowledge to the local women.
Throughout last year, the women celebrated days like International
Women’s Day, with prayer, reflection and sharing of food. On the
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, they
prayed before marching around the town of Kiunga. All the women who
participated in the march had experienced some form of violence in their life.
With your support for Catholic Mission’s Partnering Local Churches and
Communities (Propagation of the Faith) appeal, the women of Daru-Kiunga
can continue to be educated, learn their rights, reduce domestic violence and
become independent strong sources of inspiration for us all.
To make a donation, or become a Friend in Faith, contact Catholic
Mission’s regular giving program for Partnering Local Churches and
Communities, freecall 1800 257 296 or visit www.catholicmission.org.au
For more information telephone Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Catholic
Mission Director on 08 9193 5888.

"Proudly Supporting Broome
and the Kimberley"

The BIA Group, PO Box 68, Broome, W.A. 6725
• Phone: (08) 9193 5455 • Facsimile: (08) 9193 6057
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Wonders of the Kimberley
A glimpse at its unique environment

By Brian Kane

A glimpse at its unique environment

University of Notre Dame

Indigenous Educator
visits Broome

– ‘The Age of the Dinosaurs’
Wouldn’t it be an incredible adventure to go back in time and see
what the Kimberley was like millions of years ago? What would we
discover - an inland ocean, volcanoes, ice, rainforests, dinosaurs and
other unusual creatures? We get lots of clues by examining the rocks
and fossils formed in our Kimberley region which has remained
above sea level for the past 250 million years. During this time
sedimentary rocks had their beginnings in shallow seas while
animals such as the
dinosaurs walked
across the tidal flats
or around fresh
water lagoons and
swamps.
The
largest
dinosaur
tracks in the rocks
are those of the four
legged Sauropods
whose tracks were
over a metre in
diameter.
These
massive
animals
were 22 metres long
and 3.5 metres high.
Tourists standing in Sauropod tracks at ‘Black
Aboriginal people
Ledge’ Broome. Photo: B Kane.
have their own stories
associated
with
dinosaur tracks such as ‘Marella’ or (Emu Man) a notable creator
being from the Dreaming.
Several types of dinosaurs lived around the Dampier Peninsula.
They were carnivorous or plant eating dinosaurs that foraged in a
rain forest which fringed the Kimberley coast. Between 250 and 65
million years ago dinosaurs were the most successful animals on
earth but they eventually became extinct. There are different
theories as to why this occurred 65 million years ago. Was it an
asteroid which caused their sudden demise or was it gradual? We
don’t know. Some scientists believe that an asteroid or comet struck
the earth at that time which caused billions of tonnes of dust to
explode into the air and blocked out the sun, plunging the earth into
darkness for two to three years which caused the temperature to drop
drastically. This event in turn stopped the plants growing but their
seeds remained intact so they could germinate when the time was
more conducive. The end result of this drastic event caused the food
supply to dry up for the dinosaurs and brought about their end. The
age of the mammals then began as they didn’t have to compete with
the dinosaurs for food.
Today tourists can be seen scouring the coast for dinosaur tracks
and some may well ask themselves how the environment could
change so much to become what it is today. The dinosaurs may be
gone but their presence is still felt when we get to view their tracks.
It is as if they say, “We were most definitely here!”
Further information: BK’s Kimberley nature web site:
http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/nature/aaopen.html
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Dr Chris Sarra with Notre Dame Education students from left, Jess Crook,
Sandy Passmore and Teresa Pullen (standing) enjoy the time spent with Chris in the
gardens of Broome Campus following his talk.
Following a presentation held at The University of Notre Dame Australia
by well-known Indigenous educator, Dr Chris Sarra, the University’s
Broome Campus’ Executive Director, Gavin Greaves said that it was ‘an
inspirational talk which challenged all the educators in the room to take
risks and to have high expectations of every student in their class rooms.’
Dr Sarra is the Director of the Institute for Indigenous Leadership in
Education and Development and he spoke to more than ninety Kimberley
educators and Notre Dame Students on Broome Campus during a visit to the
town organised by the Catholic Education Regional Officer, Sandra Brogden.
Dr Sarra began his career as a PE Teacher for the Queensland
Department of Education and to date has completed a Diploma of Teaching,
Bachelor of Education, Master of Education, and PhD in Psychology and is
due to complete an Executive Masters degree in Public Administration. He
has had an extensive career in education with a particular focus on pursuing
more positive and productive educational outcomes for Indigenous children.
During his time as Principal of Cherbourg State School he facilitated
many changes that saw increasing enthusiasm for student learning through
dramatically improved school attendance and increased community
involvement in education. Under his leadership the school became
nationally acclaimed for its pursuit of the ‘Strong and Smart’ philosophy.
This was indeed a privilege for those lucky enough to attend and be
inspired by Dr Sarra’s words and to be able to catch some of his enthusiasm
for educating Aboriginal children.

University of Notre Dame

Notre Dame at Expo
By N. Baker

Notre Dame student wins
Education Scholarship
The University of Notre Dame Australia, Broome Campus Education
student Jessica Crook has been awarded the Soroptimist Education
Scholarship for 2006. The $1,000 Scholarship was presented by the
Governor of Western Australia, His Excellency Dr Kenneth Michael AC,
during his recent visit to Broome.
Jessica said the money from the Scholarship will go towards costs
associated with her fourth year studies in Bachelor of Education (K-7).
“Receiving the scholarship is not just about the financial reward but
more than anything it is the recognition from an International Women’s
group of my educational achievements and future contributions as an
educator in the Kimberley region of Western Australia,” said Jessica.
In selecting the scholarship winner, the judging panel took into
consideration the level of academic achievement and commitment to the
Kimberley community demonstrated by the applicants.

Notre Dame Nursing students check the blood pressure of GWN television mascot
Doopa Dog while GWN Sales Manager Elizabeth Lucke looks on. Photo: N. Baker.
Notre Dame Broome Campus once again joined locals and visitors at the
2006 Annual North West Expo in early May.
The campus set up an informative display for the two day Expo and
received a large number of registrations of interest in courses available on
the Broome Campus.
Executive Director, Gavin Greaves said “The Expo was a great
opportunity for staff and students to talk to people about the campus and
for us to listen to feedback about what the general public feel is important
for a university campus in the Kimberley,”
“We also had a group of enthusiastic nursing students on hand to take
blood pressure readings and to talk to potential students about their
experiences.”

Soroptimist Education Scholarship winner, Jessica Crook (2nd from left) is
congratulated by (l to r) Mrs Julie Michael, His Excellency Dr Kenneth Michael and
Alison Hayden. Photo: N Baker.

The Barrgana Series

A painting from the Christoff collection
- Bush Tomatoes by Mingi May Barnes.

The University of Notre
Dame Australia is
presenting the Barrgana
Series in the Broome
Campus library from 25
May to 28 July. The
series is a collection of
interesting
and
informative discussions
which are each a chapter
of the Kimberley story.
Hurt,
Healing,
Hope, a special event as
part of Reconciliation
Week 2006, will feature
as the Official Opening
of The Barrgana Series.
This ceremony of

remembrance will include music,
story telling and the making of a
personal commitment to the
process of healing amongst
Australians.
Associated with this ceremony
will be the opening of the Christoff
Collection
art
exhibition,
comprising a collection of
paintings acquired over the past 15
years by the Diocese of Broome
from a number of Kimberley
Artists. There is no entry fee for
the Official Opening however,
bookings are essential.
Other events in the series
include Kimberley Sounds with
Alan
Pigram,
Kimberley

Wilderness
with
Malcolm
Douglas, The Way We Were with
Pearl Hamaguchi and Romancing
the Pearl with Bill Reed from
Linney’s Pearls.
The cost for sessions is $5
which includes light refreshments.
The Barrgana Series will
culminate on Friday 28th July at
5pm with the Broome Campus
Graduation Ceremony. No entry
fee is required for this event,
however bookings are essential.
Further information can be
found on the Campus website:
http://www.nd.edu.au/broome/ind
ex.shtml or by phoning Lyn
Quince on 9192 0645.
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EASTER 2006 – We are an Easter People...
Far left: Francis Cann from
Ngalangangpum School at Warmun in
the East Kimberley concentrates on
painting his Easter cross. By painting
crosses as part of their religious
education and wood work classes the
student were led to reflect on the
suffering of Jesus and their people.
Photo: P Cowan.
Left: Father Paul Boyers, assisted by
altar servers Pete O'Connor and Tilly
O'Connor, blesses the holy water at the
Easter Vigil at Our Lady of the Holy
Rosary Church in Derby.
Below: At Warmun in the East
Kimberley Gordon Barney washes the
feet of Richard Thomas during the Holy
Thursday Liturgy. Photo: P Cowan.
Right: Many people attended the Holy
Thursday Liturgy in Kununurra.
Here Fr Patrick De Silva washes
the feet of parishioners, assisted
by Pastoral Associate, Sr Robyn
McNamara.

Below: Students from St Joseph’s
School in Wyndham re-enact the
crucifixion. Year 6 student Timon Ross
played the part of Jesus. Photo: M
Farrell.

Bishop Christopher Saunders welcomes Andy Bremner to full membership of the
Church through baptism during the Easter Vigil at Our Lady Queen of Peace
Cathedral in Broome. Photo: A Mitchell.
10
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EASTER 2006 – We are an Easter People...

After blessing the Easter Candle Fr Mark Connolly passes the light on to
Parishioners at Queen of the Apostles Church in Wyndham.

At Kalumburu Mission the locals took turns to carry the cross during the Stations
of the Cross. Fr Anscar McPhee leads the Stations at the remote parish.
Photo: B. Zieba.

Far Left: The Easter Story came
alive in a celebration held at St Mary’s
College in Broome when students
lived out in drama and dance
moments from the passion and
resurrection of Jesus.
Photo: B Kane.
Left: On Holy Thursday, Notre Dame
Broome Campus nursing student,
Bridget Morales, and Executive
Director, Gavin Greaves delivered
an Alms Basket, which contained items
donated by staff and students,
to the St Vincent de Paul Society
for distribution to those in need.
Photo: N Baker.
Below: Fr Emil Ciecierega washes the feet of parishioners at the Holy
Thursday Liturgy at St John the Baptist Church at La Grange-Bidyadanga.
Photo: T Bird.

Above: Fr Matthew Digges officiated at the Easter celebrations at
St Theresa’s Parish in Balgo which culminated with the Easter Vigil under
the desert star-filled sky.
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Mirrilingki Retreat —

Wirriya Liyan

The work is not mine; it’s ours

On Sunday 14th May the Wirriya Liyan Indigenous Counselling and
Psychotheraphy Training Programme in Broome was officially opened
and blessed. The new training program is an initiative of the Sisters of St
John of God who are sponsoring the project. The desire for a practical
counselling programme to meet the needs of Indigenous people
originated from one of the students in the VET Course at Beagle Bay.
After further consultation in Broome and Derby with Indigenous
communities and organisations, and with the support of a steering group
Sr Dolores Tunnecliffe, the Programme Coordinator, developed the
programme which commenced in March 2006.

By B Cooper

Participants at the Mirrilingki workshop. Photo: R Gaffney.
The pink glow of the hills surrounding Mirrilingki invited teachers from
Wyndham, Balgo, Billiluna, Mulan and Warmun to a weekend of
reflection, learning and the application of both of these practices to their
life and their work in schools.
The azure twilight intertwined with the starry Friday night to ensure
a peaceful approach to the weekend. A tremendous hearty meal awaited
the participants as did the relaxing conversations with friends and
colleagues.
John Cantwell (De La Sale Brother) shared with the group his
knowledge of the gospels of Matthew, Luke and Mark in an interactive
fashion appropriate to adult learners.
Those present learned how Matthew, Luke and Mark’s teachings had
an impact on the community of their day and were encouraged to apply
such teachings to their lives and ministry.
The constructive and practical contributions from the small group
discussions were highly beneficial as all communities have particular
challenges as well as common obstacles to overcome. The participants
left the weekend with questions to contemplate back home and with a
resolve to change life for the better in the Kimberley.

Cissy Djiagween (middle) with St John of God sisters and course participants at the
opening of Wirriya Liayan.
The philosophy of Wirriya Liyan is that the participants explore ways
to enrich their sense of good feeling deep within themselves and to
discover processes by which to empower others to experience this wellbeing. The emphasis of the programme is on becoming a
counsellor/psychotherapist. It is experiential and cross-cultural in
approach and is designed to integrate theories of counselling and
psychotherapy with Indigenous cultural learning and traditional healing
practices. It builds on the personal experience, existing knowledge and
skills, and personal qualities of the participants. The training standards
and curriculum meet the requirements of the Psychotheraphy and
Counselling Federation of Australia.
For further information regarding the Wirriya Liyan Programme
please contact Sr Dolores Tunnecliffe on 9192 3828 or by email:
dolores@westnet.com.au.

Respect the Past – Believe in the Future
National Theme and Focus for NAIDOC Week (2 July to 9 July 2006)
[This is an edited version of a
Statement by NAIDOC Week
Chairperson, Aden Ridgeway.
Further information on this
important week can be found at
www.naidoc.org.au]
The theme we have chosen
projects all that is best about
NAIDOC Week – respecting,
remembering, and celebrating our
history, traditions and achievements; and looking forward with
optimism and confidence to the
future which is in our hands to
shape. Above all, believing in the
future is a statement of faith in our
young Indigenous people and our
responsibility to harness their
12

capacities
and
provide
opportunities.
As Aboriginal people and
Torres Strait Islanders celebrate
NAIDOC Week this year with
members of the wider Australian
community, we can all remember
and respect the traditional and
cultural heritage from countless
generations of Indigenous people
on this continent for over 50,000
years, as well as the past hurt and
hardship of our experiences since
British colonisation. NAIDOC
Week will also be a time for
Indigenous people to think about
the future we want to shape for
ourselves.
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The Committee invites all
Australians to participate in
NAIDOC Week activities and to
help recognise the achievements of

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people by nominating
Indigenous people for NAIDOC
awards.

PLAN TO GO NOW – ALL WELCOME

Message Stick

NATSICC Representative, Leonie Kelly and Bishop Christopher Saunders with the
Message Stick in Broome. Photo: D. Chama.

Fundraise NOW to attend the celebration.
Details of costs to follow.

Dreaming from the Heart
Celebrating the 20th anniversary of the address to Aboriginal people by
Pope John Paul II — October 2nd to 7th 2006
A DRAFT PROGRAM
Monday 2nd October:
• Registration Day (Cost of Registration includes accommodation
and meals for the period - 2 October to 7 October and is estimated
to be between $650 and $700 - actual amount to be confirmed
later);
• Opening Mass to be celebrated by Bishop Ted Collins MSC,
Bishop of Darwin and hosted by the local Alice Springs
Community.
Tuesday 3rd October:
• Presentations and Workshops on the highly successful
Message Stick Relay.
• A Presentation on Faith by Daniel Garlett.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation - to be celebrated in the evening
Wednesday 4th October:
• Mark Bin Bakar - Keynote address.
• Peter Smith - Presentation & Workshop - Liturgy and
Reconciliation
• Bishop Anthony Fisher to speak to the Assembly regarding World
Youth Day Sydney 2008.
• A workshop on Healing - from New South Wales
• Presentation from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Youth
• Youth Mass concludes the day – celebrated by Bishop
Christopher Saunders.
Thursday 5th October:
• Workshops and presentations on the theme - New Messages,
Challenges, Visions and Future Dreaming
Friday 6th October:
• Cultural Visits: This will be an opportunity for delegates to
experience the cultural beauty of Alice Springs and its Traditional
Owners. Three significant places in and around Alice Springs will
form the tour, each adding a different perspective on Aboriginal
Faith and Culture.
Saturday 7th October:
• Blatherskite Park. — The main venue for the celebration
remembering Pope John Paul II’s visit to Alice Springs in 1986
and honouring his address to the Aboriginal people.
• Mass will start late in the afternoon
• Speakers and musical performances to take place afterwards.

From ancient times, the Message Stick has been used in Aboriginal
culture to call people from different tribes together. Today, the Message
Stick is a call from the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to
commemorate the twentieth anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s historic
speech in Alice Springs in 1986.
The Message Stick is an invitation to all of us to celebrate the
message of hope and reconciliation that Pope John Paul proclaimed, raise
awareness of the need to redress historical and present day injustice and
to recommit people to actively work towards Reconciliation in our local
communities.
In the Kimberley, the Message Stick will be moved around the
Diocese visiting each of the parishes and finally arriving at Alice Springs
with a conference celebration for the twentieth Anniversary of Pope John
Paul II’s visit from the 2nd to the 7th October.
For further information please contact NATSICC representative, Ms
Leonie Kelly on 08 9192 2961.
— Partly taken from Justice Education in Catholic Schools website

PLEASE REMEMBER
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
THE KIMBERLEY IN YOUR WILL
A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome
for the religious, educational and charitable works
of the Church allows funds to be applied
where the need is greatest.
❑
❑
❑

I would like more information
about remembering the
Church in my will.
I have already included the
Church in my will and wish to
have this noted.
I would like to be contacted for a
confidential talk about my will,
or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Please mail
coupon to:
The Finance Officer,
Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76,
Broome WA 6725
Tel: (08) 9192 1060
or
Fax: (08) 9192 2136

Name:__________________________________________________________________
Address:

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

ABN 37 040 099 127
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The Sacred Heart
Church Beagle Bay

Kimberley Kitchen
A recipe from Angela Alibrando

Conservation and Restoration Appeal
Please make donations
payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA
(WA) and post to:

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay Conservation and
Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

MY DONATION:

❑ $25

❑ $50 ❑ $100 ❑ Other
My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed
OR ❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

...
Expiry Date

Signature

Name: ____________________________________________________________
Postal Address: ________________________________________________
Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. Receipts will be issued.

ORDER FORM

Kimberley
Church Logo
Caps
Please send me ____ caps @ $12.00 (inclusive of postage and GST)
(Please indicate number and type of cap required).

❏ Black cap with red trim

❏ Plain black (no trim)

❏ Plain dark blue (no trim) and

❏ Cream cap with black peak

Cheque for $__________ enclosed.
Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Telephone : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Please forward this form to:
The Diocese of Broome, PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Ph: (08) 9192 1060 Fax: (08) 9192 2136

The caps are also available from the Diocesan Office
at 13 Barker Street, Broome.
14
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Angela Alibrando is the Head of
Early Childhood at St. Mary’s
College in Broome. She and her
family arrived in Broome nearly
three years ago from Melbourne.
When I was recently approached to
submit a recipe for this issue, I felt
compelled to acknowledge my
love of sweets. My beautiful
Nonna, my grandma, who never
failed to give me an enveloping
hug and loved everything I did,
cultivated this love of sweets. After
all, she was Italian and eating cake
and wonderful celebrations often
went hand in hand. For my
birthday she would always arrange
for a beautiful cake to arrive at my
house. It would come in a box tied
with a bow. Today one of my
favourite pastimes is to gather with
good friends over a delectable cake
and coffee.
Some years ago I developed a
love of pastry making. There is
something very nurturing and
therapeutic about making pastry.
Enjoy one of my favourite desserts.

Orange Tart
Shortcrust pastry:
This recipe is for a 28cm fluted
flan tin. I love to make my own
dough. Remember to use a cool
surface.

Ingredients
1 egg
100g castor sugar
200g unsalted butter
300g plain flour
Method
Cream the butter and sugar lightly.
Add the egg, then fold in the flour
and lightly knead until the dough
comes together. Do not over mix.
Chill well prior to use.

Orange filling:
Ingredients
250g (55g x 5) Eggs
175 g sugar
70 g butter-melted and very hot
160ml orange juice
Method
Combine ingredients.

Assembly
Line the 28 cm flute tin with pastry
keeping handling to a minimum.
Fill the tin with the orange filling.
Bake at 170 degrees slowly for 3540 minutes. It is important that the
oven not be too hot. Serve with
whipped cream.
Enjoy!!

Priestly Profile

Father Paul Boyers
In each 2006 edition of the
Kimberley Community Profile we
hope to feature the profile of a
different priest from the Diocese.
The Editor has posed the questions
this month to Fr Paul Boyers,
currently parish priest in Derby.

1. Where did you come from
immediately before the
Kimberley?
Prior to coming to the
Kimberley as a Priest I studied
theology for three years at Saint
Patrick's College at Manly in
Sydney.

2. When did you arrive in
the Kimberley?
At the invitation of Bishop
Jobst, I arrived at Beagle Bay in
December 1975, while I was still
studying in the Seminary. The next
three months were spent between
Beagle Bay and Lombadina where
Michael Winner, who had been
studying for the Priesthood with
me at Springwood, was a Lay
Missionary. I came back to the
Diocese as a priest in February
1980.

3. What places have you
been posted to and what
positions have you held in
the Diocese?
My first three years as priest
were spent with Father Lorenz in

Derby, followed by two years as
the priest in Lombadina and five
years as the Parish Priest of
Kununurra. Following that I spent
four years as the Priest in the
Balgo –Kutjungka Parish and ten
years as the Administrator of the
Broome Parish. I then spent three
years in Kununurra before
spending the last three years as
Parish Priest of Derby.

birthdays; anniversaries and
weddings and joining them for a
meal are the things that I enjoy. On
the other hand, in times of sadness
like the death of a loved one, when
people allow me to be part of their
lives is also important to me.

6. What things about the
Church and the people of
the Kimberley give you hope
for the future?

As the Parish Priest I am
involved in preparing people to
receive the Sacraments, visiting
and praying with the sick in the
Derby Hospital as well as the frail
aged hostel and Numbala Nunga
Nursing Home. I visit families in
the Parish, particularly those
families that are grieving for
whatever reason. An important
part of the Parish is the Catholic
School and I spend time in the
school each week. Facilitating
adult education that enables
people to grow in their faith is
another aspect of my ministry.

I see so many people living out
their Catholic Faith and practicing
those gospel values that we are
called to as followers of Christ.
Specifically, when I see the
generosity and kindness of people
to others this gives me a sense of
hope for the future. This shows
that people recognize that their
Baptism is a commitment in
service to others. This call is also
an invitation to ministry in the
Church and people are responding
by being Ministers of the
Eucharist, being involved in
children’s liturgy, being part of the
music ministry at Mass and in so
many
others
ways.
The
commitment and dedication of
people to their Church gives me a
feeling of hope.

5. What are the things that
you enjoy most about
working in the Kimberley?

7. What are the things that
challenge you the most in
your ministry?

I feel privileged when people
allow me to be part of their lives
for important milestones like

The challenge that faces all of
us in the Church is how we can
make our Parishes more friendly

4. What are your current
‘duties’?

Yesteryear...

Fr Paul Boyers.
places for people to belong. When
people come to Mass are they
made to feel welcome, are they
part of this assembly that is
celebrating Mass or are they just
an outsider? As Catholics we also
have to build strong links between
people outside the time we are
together in the church building.
The question we have to ask
ourselves is, are we a caring
parish?

8. What is one thing you
would like to see changed in
the Kimberley?
The one thing I would like to
see change in the Kimberley is the
weather towards the end of the
year in the build up to the wet
season. I think I might have to
wait for the next ice age for this to
happen.

images from our past
It was a very special occasion when the
new Star of the Sea Cathedral in
Darwin was dedicated in July 1958.
Bishops in attendance for the
celebration were (l-r) Most Rev. James
Gleeson, Archbishop of Adelaide; Most
Rev Otto Raible SAC, Vicar Apostolic
of the Kimberley; Most Rev Thomas
McCabe, Bishop of Wollongong and
Most Rev Francis Henschke, Bishop of
Wagga Wagga.
Photo: Courtesy Mr Joe Tilbrook,
Darwin.
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Parish News
Balgo

Mulan

Grappling with
Church Issues

Stations of the Cross
By Fr M Digges

By Fr M Digges
The Church Leaders of the Kutjungka Parish met in Balgo in May for
their quarterly meeting. The Leaders grapple with church issues such as
Liturgy and care of the sick as well as social issues. The current meeting
discussed the upcoming visit of the Senate Committee on Petrol Sniffing.
Six senators are to visit Balgo in the near future to discover how the
Kutjungka copes with this modern day scourge.

The Stations of the Cross at Mulan on Good Friday were a prayerful
occasion for all who attended. Fr Matthew Digges and Church Leaders,
Gracie Mosquito, Noonie Lulu, Wendy Wise, and Cathy Lee at the
remote community on Good Friday.
Kalumburu

Kalumburu Raffle
Church leaders discuss important issues in Balgo. Photo: M Digges.

Faith through Art
By Fr M Digges
Catholics in the Kutjungka have always expressed their faith through
art. Usually this expression is by painting on canvas. Recently a glass
workshop was held. Marie Mudgedell created this beautiful glass panel
to be placed in one of the windows of St Theresa's Church in Balgo.

Fr Anscar McPhee had many helpers at the drawing of the Kalumburu Mission
Project Compassion Easter Raffle. Photo: B Zieba

KALUMBURU RAFFLE RESULTS
Permit Number LSO34440

Monica Whisputt and the artist, Marie Mudgedell proudly show off the new
window. Photo: M Digges.
16
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The following were the winners in the Kalumburu Mission Project
Compassion Easter Raffle.
1st Prize – Ticket # 00373 - ZACHERY WAINA
2nd Prize – Ticket # 00595 - SYLVESTER CHEINMORA
3rd Prize – Ticket # 00371 - TANARMI CHEINMORA
4th Prize -- Ticket # 00331 - DESLEY GALLAGHER
Many thanks to everyone who supported the raffle particularly the
generous sponsors. Also a special thanks to Sister Scholi for
donating back her prizes.

Parish News
La Grange — Bidyadanga

Special occasion
La Grange – Bidyadanga Parish Volunteer Terry Bird photographed here
with children at a special morning tea after Sunday Mass recently when
Jade Bynder and Jada Thomas were baptised.

School News
Wirrumanu Adult Education and Training Centre

CEAC-K meeting
By C Camp
Wirrumanu Adult Education and Training Centre hosted the CEAC-K
(Catholic Education Aboriginal Committee Kimberley) meeting in Balgo
on the 4th May. Eva Nagomara from the Adult Education Centre
welcomed Sandra Brogden, the Catholic Education Regional Officer
(Broome), Sandra’s father Ken Dean, the state President of CEAC,
Shirley Quaresimin and Erica Bernard (Executive Officer) and area
representatives.
They were presented with souvenir copies of the Centre’s history
book and enjoyed morning tea and a hot lunch with staff and students of
the Centre. After the meeting they toured Balgo. Sr. Cheryl Camp, Sr.
Monique Nyland, Eva Nagomara and Margaret Williams worked hard to
prepare everything for the gathering.

Back row (l to r) Brianette Bullen, Rowan Thomas, Terry Bird and Sheena Thomas.
Front row (l to r) Kleon Jadai, Jade Bynder and Jada Thomas.
Photo: E Ciecierega.

Camping at the beach
The delightful spot of Enjudine Beach is a favourite camping spot for La
Grange-Bidyadanga residents. Shown here, Father Emil Ciecierega with
John Bennett and Michelle Nundi and their two young daughters
Sharmara and Leharni during a recent camping trip to the local beach.

CEAC-K members met at the Wirrumanu Adult Education Centre in Balgo.
Photo: C. Camp.
Kununurra

Annual staff breakfast
By P. Hazebroek

Photo: P Hazebroek.

Photo: T Bird.

Due to the tyranny of distance, the staff of St Joseph's Kununurra were
unable to attend the annual CEO staff breakfast which occurs in Perth.
They decided to follow in the tradition by holding their own breakfast on
the last day of Term 1. This was also held in conjunction with a school
fundraising effort for Project Compassion. The Student Council decided
to hold a 'Free Dress - Free Hair' Day as their fundraising venture for the
term. In full support of the cause many staff members also dressed up. A
fashion parade was held at which Miss Neason, our Year 5 teacher was
the MC. It was a fun day and a wonderful way to close off a very busy
term.
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School News
Wyndham

Broome

Palm Sunday

What’s Cooking

Children at St Joseph’s School in Wyndham welcomed “Jesus”
wholeheartedly on Palm Sunday in a re-enactment of his arrival into
Jerusalem.

The Priests, Pastoral Associates
and Principals of the Diocese
together with Diocesan staff
partook of a delicious dinner
catered for and served by the
students in the Hospitality and
Tourism Course run at St Mary’s
College in Broome.
Talented
young chef Tom Keevil was one of
a number of young people who
prepared the meal which was held
during the annual Priests &
Pastoral Associates meeting in
April.
Photo: CAS
Warmun

Beagle Bay

The Winners!
By Kazue Bin Jalil
On the 22nd to 23rd of March the Year 5, 6, 7 and secondary students
from Sacred Heart School in Beagle Bay went to One Arm Point to
participate in the annual Garnduwa Peninsula Basketball Competition.
The group from Beagle Bay arrived at one Arm Point the night before the
competition and stayed at the beach where the students enjoyed
themselves by swimming and playing.
The students appreciated a barbeque dinner at Mr Jason’s parents
house which was followed by a disco organised by the Youth Workers of
One Arm Point Community.
The next morning the students woke up very early as the excitement
for the day was setting in. After changing into their very smart basketball
uniforms they were eager to get started in the competition.
Both the girls and boys teams played an excellent competition and
worked extremely hard on and off the court encouraging the younger
players and working together as a team. The boys and girls teams made it
into the Grand final with the girls winning and the boys losing by only
two points, which was a great effort.

I am the Bread of Life
It was a very important occasion for children at Ngalangangpum School
in Warmun on Holy Thursday when they received their First Communion.
They are seen here cutting the cake at the celebrations afterwards.

Photo: P Cowan.

Traditional Painting
The students at Ngalangangpum
School at Warmun visited the
Warmun Art Centre before Easter.
They learned how to crush ochre
and mix it with glue and water to
make a paste. They then used the
ochre to paint Easter crosses. Ochre
is a traditional paint of Kija country
and it is also used as body paint
during corroboree. Jedda Thomas
is shown here crushing ochre for
her painting.

The winning team. Photo: L Geaney.

Photo: P Cowan.
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It is all adding up for five-year-old Jermayne Nein who is learning all about
numbers in his pre-primary class at St Joseph’s School in Wyndham.
Photo: M Farrell.

The West Kimberley Football Academy has had a very pleasing start in Broome and
the venture was officially opened on Friday 12 May with the facilities at St Mary's
College being blessed by Bishop Saunders. Back row (l-r) Gerard Neesham, Leon
Miller, Kit Lelievere, Bishop Christopher Saunders and Jono Pearson. Front row (lr) Quaylin Macauley and Taro-amus Bin Amat.

Above: Proud dad John Bennett from La Grange Bidyadanga gives his beautiful
daughter Leharni a cuddle for the camera. Photo: E Ciecierega.
Left: Year 4/5 students at Ngalangangpum School at Warmun who attended class
regularly over last term earned a treat with a days outing. Shown thoroughly
enjoying themselves swimming in Turkey Creek are Jermaine Daylight, Eddie
Nulgit, Samantha Martin and Courtney Turner with Miss Alida and Miss Leanne.
Photo: P Cowan.
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There was plenty of opportunity for catching up with friends after the Easter Vigil at
St Theresa’s Church in Balgo. Shown here are (l to r) Adrian Chungerai, Quincy
Whisputt, Leo Lee, John Purnell (seminarian), Momo Lee and Shane Tchooga.
Photo: M Digges

