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Editorial

PLAN TO GO NOW – ALL WELCOME

Our Communities –
Let’s tell the good
stories too
If you read newspapers you could be left with the impression that
remote Aboriginal communities in Northern Australia know only
violence and abuse and while the situation is far from perfect in many
of these places the fact is that there is a lot of good happening there
too. Some wonderful people are struggling to live honourable lives
often with outstanding success and sometimes against formidable
odds. In the rush for negative headlines these people and their
positive efforts often get little credit.
The problem with newspapers is that they survive because of
sales and their most lucrative product – sensationalism – is
sometimes keenly manufactured for the benefit of a public who are
hungry mainly for the sensational. The hurt being suffered by
victims of injustice is often over-powered by the publication of lurid
details. It is almost as though some kind of voyeurism is at work
among the pedlars of present-day sensationalism. As for employing
the skills of investigative journalism to discover the causes of
depravity and poverty and ill-health there is obviously a noticeable
absence of such willing correspondents.
Standing up for what is right means we need to be actively
opposed to the wrongs that assail members of our society –
particularly those who are least able to defend themselves, but it also
means recounting the bravery and determination of those who work
hard to make a difference.
Not all the ills of today ‘s society are to be found in every remote
Aboriginal community but you could be forgiven for thinking it was
so if you read newspapers. Priests, teachers, nurses and lay
missionaries are among those who work closely at the difficult end of
community development. Those who are involved in pastoral care
appreciate the challenges that remoteness and cross-cultural identity
issues can bring. They see that daily care-givers work on in
collaboration with the many good and not so good citizens of these
communities labouring to build their future and establish some
direction. Teaching assistants, health assistants, wardens, rangers,
community-patrol people are some of the care-givers that are owed a
great deal for their perseverance and valiant efforts. Their story
needs to be told too.
Jesus Christ lived his life of ministry on this earth face to face
with society’s outcasts and the marginalized. He didn’t bag them, nor
did he close his mind to their needs. He didn’t overlook anyone and
he found in the most despised people a cause for great love and
unbounded care.
In a secular country it will be difficult for Government agents and
community operatives to realize that they will be most effective when
they take on the mantle of Christ and their efforts will be most
sustained if they assume the caring manner of Jesus. Present day
media see only the scourging at the pillar and the crucifixion. It takes
faith to see the hope of the resurrection in the mess of daily living and
just as much faith to recognize simple good things when we see them.
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COVER PHOTO: Hikers approach the Liverstonia Palm
entrance to Echidna Chasm one of the marvellous
features of the Bungle Bungle Purnululu National Park,
East Kimberley. Photo: CAS.
They took branches of palm and went out to
meet him shouting, Hosanna! Blessing on the
King of Israel, who comes in the name of the
Lord. — John 12:13.
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Briefly Speaking

Photo: Courtesy Diocese of Geraldton.

THE NEW REGIONAL LEADER
for the Spiritan Order is Fr Tom
Kessy, Parish Priest of South
Hedland. At the Order’s gathering
after Easter in the Eastern States
the Spiritans elected Fr Tom to lead
them for the next three years. He
will take up his appointment on 1st
September. We wish him well in
this new aspect of his apostolate.

Photo: P Walton.
ROBYN McLELLAND (centre back), the American Consul in Western
Australia, is no stranger to Broome and has always enjoyed her visits to
the pretty coastal town. Recently she visited the Notre Dame University
Campus in Broome and was shown around by Executive Director, Gavin
Greaves who introduced her to some of the students and their families.
Ms McLelland was very impressed by the work of the University in the
Kimberley and promised to visit again some time.
THE OFFICES OF CENTACARE have had to move from their home
at St John of God Convent where the Sisters are preparing for a nostalgic
walk down memory lane as they celebrate 100 years in the Kimberley in
2007. Centacare will now be located at the Fr Nicholas Emo Parish
Centre in Robinson Street. The same telephone numbers apply.

Photo: A Hayden.
THE BARRGANA SERIES is a collection of interesting and
informative discussions, each a part of the Kimberly story, and is being
held in the Gallery of the Broome Notre Dame Campus Library. The
Series is running weekly from late May to 28 July and has been hailed a
great success. The series began with the opening of an art exhibition, the
Christoff Collection, belonging to the archives of the Diocese of Broome.
Cissy Djiagween (centre) opened the exhibition together with Bishop
Christopher Saunders with the assistance of Sr Jill O’Brien SGS who was
instrumental in developing the Barrgana Series.

Photo: CAS.
Photo: CAS.
JOHN RYAN, a retired builder of
Melbourne, has been helping out
with repairs and renovations in the
Diocese of Broome. John is an
avid St Kilda supporter but is seen
here wearing his Magpie cap
giving credible evidence of his
versatility. We thank John for his
contribution to the Kimberley
Mission.

PHYLLIS BROOKER turned 80
on 8th June and celebrated the
occasion with an afternoon at the
Broome Races, a lunch down-town
and a party at home organised by
Eugenia George. Many friends
and admirers joined her to
remember old times (see People
Story Page 6).
She thinks the
perfect gift would be if the West
Coast Eagles could win a Grand
Final. Hope springs eternal!

FR JACK BOOG AND FR PETER MILBURN, visiting priests from
the Archdiocese of Adelaide, were happy to help out at La GrangeBidyadanga where they met a number of parishioners (above) Sally (Liki)
Nanii, Madeline Jadai, Manda Bullen and Maureen Yanawana. While
visiting the Diocese they also assisted at Kalumburu Parish.
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World Youth Day

WYD 08
Committee Meets

Erica Bernard (ninth from right), the Diocese of Broome representative
on the WYD Sydney 2008 Organising Committee, attended the first
meeting of the group in Sydney recently. The Committee plans to meet
twice a year with the next meeting in September. It is planned that a large
contingent of young people from the Kimberley attend the event in
Sydney in 2008. Anyone interested in information regarding WYD 2008
please contact Erica on 9191 3600.
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Mirrilinkgki

Irish Visitors to Mirrilingki
By P Cowan
The Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre in Warmun recently played host to
five visitors from Ireland. The visitors from Mary Immaculate College at
the University of Limerick in Ireland are Eve Linehan, lecturer Sr Eileen
Lenihan rsj, Aoife Lawlee, Marian Crawford, and Aoife Keane. The
students are visiting Mirrilingki and the school for their Alternative
Education experience, as part of the Bachelor of Education degree in
Ireland.

Photo: CAS.

Viewpoint
By Bishop Christopher Saunders

A Season of Sacramental Grace
Most people agree that the
Kimberley winter weather at its
best is as good as anywhere in the
world. It is a season not only for
physical activities such as football
but it is also a time to catch the
delectable salmon or attend
concerts, art shows and horse
races. It is the time when you can
safely soak up a bit of sun or surf
away from stingers and go
camping or dine outside without
being consumed by mosquitos.
For me it is a season to go visiting
remote areas and the season for
Confirmations and First Holy
Communions. So as to be a help
many parishes have generously
responded positively to my request
to arrange their Confirmations in
Term 2 or 3 rather than Term 4.
This arrangement takes the guess
work out of the weather issue
somewhat and reduces the
discomfort that arrives with the
humidity in the latter part of the
year.
Such sacramental experiences
and festivities are a cause to be
joyfully celebrated in a faith
community.
When baptized

Children at Sacred Heart School Beagle Bay celebrate after receiving the Sacrament
of First Holy Communion. clockwise : Katelyn McKenzie, Talysa Cox , Aaron Birch,
John Edgar, Chantelle Shadforth- centre left, Tá Marrah O’Reeri – centre right,
James Geaney. Photo: CAS.
members of the faithful are gifted
by the Holy Spirit or when they
can commune with those who
receive the Eucharist there is a
moment of grace achieved not only
for the person receiving the
Sacrament but for the rest of the
family of faith too.
I recently attended a
Community where I administered
the Sacrament of Confirmation for

the first time in ten years. Thanks
to the efforts of the Parish Priest,
the local Catholic school and
community members there was a
fitting celebration involving the
Sacrament of Reconciliation and
cultural festivities including
dancing. More recently I attended
a First Holy Communion Day in a
remote Parish.
The children
presented well and there was a

good sense of pride beaming on
their faces and those of their
parents or guardians. I was as
happy for the parish team and the
school staff who had prepared the
children for the sacred moment as I
was for the children and their
families themselves. Seen through
the eyes of faith it was truly a
celebration of deep joy and a
mature response to an invitation
from God to come closer to Him
and to His family of faith.
The point is that any
celebration of the sacraments will
become significant if we prepare
well for them. The catechesis that
is used to form the candidates for
Holy Communion and Confirmation must be informative,
nourishing and spiritually lifegiving. Quality time put into the
liturgy and the festivities will be
time well spent and will show itself
in the joy of the moment and in the
lasting goodness to the community
of the faithful.
I offer my thanks to those of
you who are preparing candidates
for the Sacraments. It is a season of
profound love and Grace.

Vatican Dossier

Benedict XVI Speaks Up for Refugees' Rights
Taken from ZENIT - The World Seen From Rome
VATICAN CITY, JUNE 18, 2006
(Zenit.org).Benedict
XVI
appealed to Christian communities
to respect the rights of refugees
and respond to their needs.
The Holy Father made his
request after reciting the midday
Angelus with the crowds gathered
in St. Peter's Square, two days
before the observation of the U.N.
World Refugee Day.
Speaking from the window of
his study, the Pope called the
international
community's

attention to "the conditions of so
many people, forced to flee from
their own lands because of grave
forms of violence."
The Pontiff expressed the hope
"that the rights of these people will
always be respected" and
encouraged "ecclesial communities to respond to their needs."
The 2005 report of the Office
of the U.N. High Commissioner
for Human Rights, published this
month, reflects a reduction in the
number of refugees worldwide.

Their number fell from 9.5 million
in 2004 to 8.4 million in 2005.
The U.N. report explained,
however, that the number has
increased of people who live in
situations similar to that of
refugees, but in their own
countries. About 6.6 million people
in 16 countries were displaced
within their national borders
because of conflicts, up from 5.4
million in 13 countries at year-end
2004.
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Caritas
By Fr Emil Ciecierega, SDS, Diocesan Director

Double Disaster in
Indonesia
As Caritas Australia, the overseas aid and development agency for the
Catholic Church, continues to respond to the victims of the Yogyakarta
earthquake in Central Java, Indonesia, a volcanic eruption in the same
area poses a threat to the already vulnerable region.
The death toll from the quake has risen to 5,000 and an estimated
200,000 are reported to be injured in Central Java. With over 25,000
homes damaged, many thousands have been left homeless.
The CEO of Caritas Australia, Mr Jack de Groot reports that, “Due to
the current wet season in Indonesia, the provision of shelter is a priority
as there is an insufficient number of buildings to house the displaced
people.
Other immediate needs include medical supplies, mobile medical
teams, blankets, tarpaulins and water and sanitation for the camps that
have been set up around the region.

Photo Caption: Suprami, whose house was completely destroyed in the Yogyakarta
earthquake. Photo: Cordaid/Jacqueline Brens.
The Government of Indonesia is already stretched from various
natural disasters and has limited resources to respond to this emergency.
It is imperative that further assistance be given by the international
community,” said Mr de Groot.
Caritas Australia is accepting donations to assist the victims of the
Indonesia Earthquake and the Mt Merapi volcanic eruption. Donations
can be made by phoning 1800 024 413, posting cheques/money orders to
GPO BOX 9830 in your capital city, or online at www.caritas.org.au. For
further information contact Diocesan Director, Fr Emil Ciecierega 08
9192 4950.
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People Story

Phyllis Brooker –
A Caring Life
By Bill Worth from notes by Eugenia George
Phyllis Brooker came to Broome in
1972, travelling for two weeks by
ship — the “Kangaroo”. She
joined Sr Michael Kelly in the
work of caring for children who
were temporarily or for long
periods without homes and without
family care. It was to be for her
another chapter in a life of
Christian service and care for
people.
Phyllis was born in West Perth
on 8th June 1926, the youngest of
ten children. When she was six
years old her mother died and her
Dad found it impossible to care for
her as he had to travel to find work.
She lived first with her sister and
then with the Good Shepherd
Sisters in West Leederville. Her
first job was looking after the
Sisters chook farm and hence her
nick-name “chook”. After a while
she transferred to the laundry and
with World War II underway there
was much to do cleaning and
pressing
American
Naval
uniforms.
Teaming up with Sr Michael
Kelly, Phyllis took on the role of an
auxiliary, helping at the Good
Shepherd Convent. She became
very
involved
with
an
accomplished Marching Girls
Team and participated in an earnest
basketball competition.
Her
exploits on the violin in an
orchestra are a tale in themselves.
With the passage of time the
Good Shepherd House changed
and eventually the Laundry closed.
However, Broome called and
Phyllis settled down in the tropical
North making the pearling town her
home for the next thirty four years.
Her first home was a latticework verandah and light was
provided by candles as she cared
for children travelling from the
Missions to school down South
and back again. Other children
including babies were brought to

her and Sr Michael by the Welfare
Department Officers and to many
of those children the two helpers
have remained as “Mum”.
Sr Michael, with help from
others, eventually persuaded the
State to provide “Catherine House”
– a modern day emergency childcare facility. Life and living
conditions became easier then but
Phyllis continued to be a real carer,
a person of great personal sacrifice
and enormous generosity.
Her recent 80th Birthday
brought her together with friends
from her early days in Broome.
Many of the kids she cared for are
adults with children of their own
and they too shared in the
memories and joy of her
significant birthday.
Now in retirement and living
in a pensioner flat Phyllis has
many fond memories to treasure.
She has never sought praise or
recognition from anyone. But
those who know her best, those for
whom she has cared, think the best
treasure of all is Phyllis herself.

Phyllis Brooker. Photo: CAS.

From the Office of
Justice, Ecology & Peace
By Br Shane Wood, CFC

‘Is this all there is,
my friend...?’
These words are from a popular world as Thomas Berry has called
song written by Leiber and Stoller it.
So for someone to say that we
and recorded by Peggy Lee in
1969. When we look at the created can just carry on as we have been,
universe what are we meant to in the face of mounting evidence
answer to this question? For the that human activity is having a
Christian, there is something, or significant and adverse effect upon
rather someone beyond; the the way the earth is evolving and
‘Creator of heaven and earth’ as we wait for a benevolent intervention
say every Sunday in the creed. So of an all powerful God to reverse it
in that sense, what we see when we all and restore the earth to its
observe the world around us is not pristine state seems to me to be
positing a stance close to the sin of
all there is.
In another sense, this is all presumption. Earlier in the month
there is; we have not yet we celebrated World Environment
discovered any other inhabitable Day and I hope that this reminded
planet. The earth that we have us of the responsibility we all bear
inherited from our ancestors is the towards caretaking the planet. In
only earth we have. While we the same speech where he drew
believe that the Creator continues attention to the plight of Australia’s
to infuse all created things with life Aboriginal people, Pope Benedict
and energy, it would appear that recently reminded all nations of
God prefers a somewhat less their ‘obligation to work for the
interventionist mode of allowing development of all peoples and to
things
to
unfold The earth that do so in a way that
protects the earth's
according to the laws of
we have
resources.’
nature that God has put
As we draw closer to
in place, rather than a inherited from
the event that celebrates
mode that would see God
our ancestors
the 20th anniversary of
acting as a sort of
is the only the previous Pope’s visit
puppeteer, pulling the
strings, turning the lights earth we have. to Alice Springs, we
would do well to recall
on and off and changing
the scenery in some ad hoc, albeit his words addressed to our
Indigenous peoples at that time,
loving, fashion.
This is not to say that God is ‘You did not spoil the land, use it
not intimately involved and up, exhaust it, and then walk away
intimately concerned; it is just that from it. You realized that your land
some people expect a different way was related to the source of life.’
of expressing that involvement and We could do worse than to turn
concern than the one God seems to those words into an exhortation
have chosen. What is the way God addressed to us today:
Do not spoil the land, our
has chosen? The incarnation gives
us the clue; the fact that God water and our air; do not use them
‘became man and pitched his tent up, exhaust them, and then walk
amongst us’. We who profess the away; realize that these things are
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we related to the source of all life, and
are the way that God seems to have as co-creators we are responsible
chosen to express involvement and for ensuring that we pass on the
concern for that which has been possibility of the fullness of life to
created; for the ‘more than human’ the generations yet unborn.

Catholic Mission
By Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

Supporting the Church
in East Timor
As the situation in East Timor worsens, the Catholic Church is providing
a sanctuary for people fleeing their homes. Many of the East Timorese are
flocking to churches, convents, seminaries and schools seeking refuge
from the violence that has taken over the capital Dili.

These children have been moved for safety reasons from their Dili orphanage to the
mountains. Photo: Courtesy Catholic Mission.
Catholic Mission, known internationally as the Pontifical Mission
Societies, is helping sustain the church by providing funds to the two
Catholic dioceses in East Timor, through their work in Partnering Local
Churches and Communities.
“The church is doing a wonderful job in East Timor, helping shelter
and feed thousands of locals during this latest crisis. said Father Terry
Bell, National Director of Catholic Mission”
Funding has also been allocated to various projects over the last five years
which have helped rebuild the country after the violent outbreaks in 1999.
An orphanage in Dili which Catholic Mission is supporting this year
has just moved its 36 resident children to another of its orphanages in the
mountains in Soibada for safety. A group of Australians visited the
orphanage in Dili last December as part of Catholic Mission’s Getting
Involved Globally program.
“We offer our prayers and support to the people of East Timor and
hope for a peaceful solution soon,” said Father Terry.
For more information contact Catholic Mission Diocesan Dirctor, Fr
Daniel Chama on 08 9193 5888.

"Proudly Supporting Broome
and the Kimberley"

The BIA Group, PO Box 68, Broome, W.A. 6725
• Phone: (08) 9193 5455 • Facsimile: (08) 9193 6057
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Wonders of the Kimberley
A glimpse at its unique environment

By Brian Kane

Fossils – ‘Seeing is Believing’
Fossils provide us with the evidence of a time when the Kimberley
was quite a different place. For instance, can you imagine a
rainforest fringing the western coast of Australia or the sea spreading
as far inland as Fitzroy Crossing in an often forgotten age millions of
years ago?

University of Notre Dame

Students complete
Tertiary Enabling
Program
By Ngaire Baker
Notre Dame Broome Campus staff
joined with five Tertiary Enabling
Program (TEP) students recently
as they celebrated the completion
of their 14 week course.
The TEP is a one semester full
time pre-university program which
prepares students for tertiary study.
The course commences each
semester and upon successful
completion students can apply for
admission to a degree program.
Course Coordinator, Br. Shane

Wood, said that it was a wonderful
achievement for the students who
have come from different places
and backgrounds to complete the
program.
“Some of the students are
planning to apply for nursing and
education courses here in Broome,
some are travelling and not
planning to return to study
immediately, however, they now
have that choice later on,” said Br
Wood.

30 million year old fossils found in sandstone at Gantheaume Point in
Broome. Photo: B Kane.
Around 700 million years ago the Kimberley was covered by
glaciers which subsequently melted, causing the sea level to rise and
layers of sandstone to be deposited. By 540 million years ago a
variety of plant and animal life started to evolve in the Kimberley. It
is very interesting that we can observe some of these today as they
are preserved in the sandstone rocks as fossils.
The main fossils in the Broome region are pollen grains, leaf
impressions and fossilized wood. The leaves are mostly ferns of
which 6 species have been identified, suggesting that the area was
once a very wet but warm environment.
Three hundred and seventy five million years ago there existed
in the wider Kimberley a great barrier reef which included Windjana
and Geikie Gorges. Overall the reef extended from the Edgar
Ranges south of Broome to Kununurra. We now know that
Gastopods, brachiopods, fossil sponges, nautiloids, bivalves, fish,
ammonoids (shelled animals), primitive prawns, snails, 25 species of
armour-plated fish (the Gogo fish) and stromatolites were present in
this great barrier reef in the Kimberley.
The world famous Gogo fish fossils were first found in the
1940’s by a German palaeontologist and the Gogo fish fossil is now
WA’s State fossil emblem. Amazingly, in 1986 a complete fish fossil
was found which was 375 million years old, revealing the head of a
fish covered by a shield which protected it from enemies. Also a two
metre long eel fossil was found with teeth sharp as daggers. Some
of these fossils are now displayed in museums throughout the world.
Much can be learnt about the ancient Kimberley past history by
simply scratching and digging below the surface and who knows
what hidden treasures are yet to be revealed.
Further information: BK’s Kimberley nature web site:
http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/nature/aaopen.html
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Pictured from left – Gavin Greaves, Emily Jones, Cathy Pickering, Serena Young,
Cassandra Bergmann, Rachel Anyon and Br Shane Wood. Photo: N Baker.

University of Notre Dame

Indigenous
Doctors visit
Broome campus
By Ngaire Baker
Doctors from the Australian
Indigenous Doctors’ Association
(AIDA) visited Notre Dame
Broome Campus during their
recent tour of the Kimberley.
Notre Dame staff and students
were joined by school students
from Broome Senior High School
and St Mary’s College for the
afternoon talk.
Included in the group were
doctors from many parts of
Australia including Kalgoorlie,
Torres Strait Islands and Canberra.

Successful start to
Barrgana Series
By Ngaire Baker
An audience of more than 60 filled the Notre Dame Broome Campus
library gallery for the first of the Barrgana Series discussions.

A nurse and former member of the
Australian Navy were in the group
and spoke about the different
pathways taken in order for them to
reach their goal to become a doctor.
The Australian Indigenous
Doctors’ Association is comprised
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander medical students and
doctors, trained in clinical
medicine, who are committed to
their culture and their people and
are proudly walking together in the
finer traditions of healing.
Two of the presenters during the Barrgana Series, Pearl Hamaguchi and Stephen
‘Baamba’ Albert. Photo: N Baker.

The visiting group from AIDA with Broome staff, students and visiting students.
Photo: N. Baker.

The first evening in the nine week series was titled Hurt, Healing
Hope, a special event as part of Reconciliation Week 2006. In conjunction
with this ceremony the Christoff Collection Art Exhibition was also
officially opened by the Bishop of Broome, The Most Reverend
Christopher Saunders, DD.
In the following weeks locals and visitors have enjoyed the
informative and extremely entertaining presentations by Robyn Bradbury,
Malcolm Douglas, Alan Pigram, Broome Historical Society, Lyn
Rodriguez and Stephen ‘Baamba’ Albert, Bill Reed and Patrick Dodson.
The series will culminate with Broome Campus Graduation on Friday
28th July.

Blessing for Notre Dame first year nurses
By Ngaire Baker
A blessing ceremony was held at
Notre Dame Broome Campus to
farewell the nursing school’s largest
group of first year nurses as they
venture into the community for their
clinical practicum.
Assistant Coordinator of
Nursing, Sally Clark, said the group
of between 40 students was the
largest number ever on the campus.
“It was a very exciting and
rewarding time for all concerned
and we look forward to hearing
about their experiences when they
return in August for second
semester.

“The first year students have
been placed in various medical
agencies in Broome and throughout the Kimberley, Pilbara and
Geraldton,” said Sally.
In Broome the students will
be working at the hospital, prison
and dialysis unit.
Campus Minister, Sr Jill
O’Brien, blessed the students and
presented them with their Notre
Dame name badge during the
lunch time ceremony which was
attended by Executive Director
Gavin Greaves, school of nursing
staff and other Broome Campus

First year nurses Caitlin Bortot, Emma Humphries, Heather-Meg Blackstock and
Elise Kerr. Photo: N. Baker.
J U LY / A U G U S T 2 0 0 6 • K I M B E R L E Y C O M M U N I T Y P R O F I L E •

9

— MATSO’S CLASSIC CAR RUN — MATSO’S CLASSIC CAR RUN —

Raised a Bundle
for Charity
By Bill Worth
The new Aged-Care facility in Broome being built by Southern Cross
Care received a substantial monetary boost from the renowned Matso’s
Classic Car Run – an enthusiast’s voyage of discovery from Kununurra to
Broome in cars that have made their mark on the world automobile scene.
Martin Peirson-Jones of Matso’s steadfastly coached home his 1955 FJ
Holden Ute while Barry Feldhberg dressed himself, his wife and his 1959
Ford Fairlane Car in the same stunning patriotic colours. The American
Consul-General, Ms Robyn McLelland went bush in an El Dorado
Cadillac while the Bishop of Broome, Christopher Saunders, and his cosky pilot, Patrick Walton of Melbourne thundered past the finishing line
in their 1963 Studebaker Lark Cruiser. Janet Holmes á Court and friend
Fritz gave the event a continental touch in their classic Citroen while Kim
Hart’s zippy Mercedes Benz Convertible Coupe strained to stay under the
speed limit. All together there were almost fifty adventurers in twenty
two cars – all of them true classics.
Bishop Saunders, on behalf of the Aged-Care facility operators,
thanked the participants for their generosity in putting together $25,000
that “will contribute enormously to the welfare of the clients of the new
home in Broome. Martin Peirson-Jones, Kim Hart, Justin Wiebrecht,
Dannielle Hart and Greg Ross have been faultless in their attention to
detail in organizing what has been a sensational trip to amazing places in
the Kimberley” he said. “It has been good fun and all for a good cause.
All of us are looking forward to next year”.

Mr Pat Walton of Melbourne standing beside the 1963 Studebaker Lark Cruiser
with co-driver Bishop Christopher Saunders of Broome. Photo taken at Ngumbun
Cliffs. Photo: Greg Ross.

Amphibious assault team crosses Fletcher Creek. Photo: Greg Ross.

Where did I park my car? In the Bungle Bungle National Park. Photo: P Walton.

“Aunty Jack” was a driving force behind the event. Pictured with Janet Holmes á
Court. Photo: Greg Ross.

On behalf of the Southern Cross Aged Care facility in Broome thanks are extended to the following generous sponsors.
Kimberley Accommodation
Matso’s Broome Brewery
Nexus Freight
Oilfield Transport Services
Fremantle Motor Museum
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Vasse Felix Wines
Palandri Wines
Triple J Tours
APT Kimberley Wilderness Bungle
Bungle Camp
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The Hoochery
Sallay Malay Mining
Fitzroy River Lodge
CALM Geiki Gorge
The Point Restaurant Derby

Willie Creek Pearl Farm
KPAC Kimberley Performing Arts Cmt.
Glyn MacDonald Trio
Tash Parker
Greg Ross

La Grange-Bidyadanga farewells
Father McKelson
Father Kevin McKelson SAC one-time priest at the community of
Bidyadanga-La Grange was farewelled at the parish feast day
celebrations on June 25th. Fr McKelson is leaving the Kimberley after
nearly half a century of service to the Church and its Mission. He was
Parish Priest in Broome and Beagle Bay as well as La Grange where he
worked from 1961 to 1993. In more recent years he has been Chaplain at
Notre Dame University, Broome Campus.
Father McKelson received many accolades from a large number of
people at Bidyadanga who expressed their thanks for his fine linguistic
work and his devoted pastoral care.

La Grange-Bidyadanga parishioners farewelled Fr McKelson with a special Mass
and celebration on 25 June. Photo: ????

Yesteryear...

At the celebration after Mass Weaver Jack presented Fr McKelson with a special
painting. Photo: ????

images from our past

A Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession at Balgo Mission. Circa 1968.
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WARMUN – First Confirmation for a decade...
A celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation held recently in Warmun
was the first for a decade. The eleven candidates were well prepared by
Ngalangangpum Catholic School and Bishop Saunders, who
administered the Sacrament, thanked the parish priest, the parents,
sponsors and staff whose combined efforts enabled the celebration to take
place with dignity and joy.

Bishop Saunders administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to eleven
Candidates. Photo: P Cowan.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation was held on Saturday night
followed by a Cultural evening of dancing and then a healthy barbecue.
The next morning the Bishop and Father Mark were led to the “Holy
Place” by singers in procession chanting and tapping clapping sticks.
Mass was celebrated and Harold Yalunga joined the gathering as a
candidate for First Holy Communion.
Cultural dancing and then the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation were
held the night before the Confirmation. Photo: P Cowan.
Bishop Saunders said he was overjoyed that the Sacrament of
Confirmation had been celebrated by such a wonderful group of young
people now gifted by the Spirit and filled with a deeper appreciation of
their faith. “I regret that there has not been Confirmation here these past
few years and I congratulate Father Mark Connolly for his attention to the
Spiritual needs of the faith Community in addressing the situation. The
enthusiasm at the school to further the Sacrament of Confirmation is
much appreciated by all those who wish to see the faith develop among
the people” he said. “Such is the vocation of true Missionaries and
people of faith who are not afraid of hard work.”

PLEASE REMEMBER
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF

After Mass the student enjoyed a party, particularly a delicious chocolate cake.
Photo: P Cowan.

THE KIMBERLEY IN YOUR WILL
A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome
for the religious, educational and charitable works
of the Church allows funds to be applied
where the need is greatest.
❑
❑
❑

I would like more information
about remembering the
Church in my will.
I have already included the
Church in my will and wish to
have this noted.
I would like to be contacted for a
confidential talk about my will,
or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Please mail
coupon to:
The Finance Officer,
Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76,
Broome WA 6725
Tel: (08) 9192 1060
or
Fax: (08) 9192 2136

Name:__________________________________________________________________
Address:

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________
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Bishop Saunders and Fr Mark Connolly with the students from Ngalangangpum
School after the Confirmation Ceremony. With them is Harold Yalunga who made
his First Communion on the same day. Photo: P Cowan.

Parish News
Balgo

Broome

Confirmation

Feast Day Fun

Twelve candidates received the Sacrament of Confirmation during a visit
by Bishop Christopher Saunders to the remote community of Balgo in
June. Balgo Parish Priest, Fr Matthew Digges and Bishop Saunders bless
Jackson Baadjo and Bonita Moody during the ceremony.

The Feast of Our Lady Queen of Peace on 25 June 2006 was a big
occasion in the Cathedral Parish in Broome. After 9.00am Mass the
parish community enjoyed a day of festivities including a tasty BBQ
lunch followed by delicious cakes. The children had a great time making
the most of a bouncy castle, train rides, face painting and a chocolate
wheel.

Wyndham

Welcome for Message
Stick
Fr Mark Connolly
The people of the Catholic Community in Wyndham received the
Message Stick with joy and celebration. The Church community gathered
in the grounds of the school where, with appropriate ceremony, the
Message Stick was received. A special liturgy in the church followed
which included adding the Wyndham Community message to the
Message Stick that is gradually following its track to Alice Springs.

Janet Gallagher and grandson Blake. Photo: M Farrell.

Who is having the most fun… train driver Claudio Pioli or the children?
Photo: CAS.

Face painting was very popular at the feastday celebrations.
Photo: CAS.
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Kimberley Kitchen
A recipe from Merle Dann
Merle Dann is a Senior
Aboriginal Health Worker
with the Kimberley
Population Health Unit in
Broome. Merle’s role is to
actively promote a healthy
lifestyle among local
Indigenous people and one of
her projects is to coordinate
a regular ‘healthy eating’
cooking class for Indigenous
people in Broome.
Guest speakers are invited to
talk about various health issues
with those attending the classes
and a cook demonstrates the
preparation of various ‘healthy’
recipes. The cooking classes are
held every Monday evening
starting at 5.30pm in the
Hospitality and Tourism Centre at
St Mary’s College, Broome, and
the classes are open to all
Indigenous people.
Merle also organises exercise
classes for mature members of the
Broome community. These classes
are held every Monday and Friday
morning at the Police and Citizens
Youth Club in Broome.
You can contact Merle at the
Kimberley Population Health Unit
on 9194 1658 if you would like
further information about any of
her programmes.
Merle lives in Broome with her
husband, Georgie (Jalba) Dann and
has 3 children and 8 grand
children. — The following recipes
are from the cooking classes.

Photo: l-r Georgie (Jalba) Dann, Helen Macarthur (Child Health Nurse), Gwen Jones (Cook), Merle Dann, Roetta Herrits,
Joshua Herrits, Vincent Evans, Mina Welsh (School Nurse), Aderic Cox. Photo: A Hayden.

Thai Curry Fish

Cooking Things

Feeds 6 people

1 large frying pan
wooden spoon
lemon squeezer
cup measure
tablespoon and serving spoon

Ingredients
500gms mullet fish cut into bite
size pieces
2 tbsp Thai Curry Paste
200 gms chopped vegies (bok
choy, mushrooms, red capsicum,
bean sprouts)
1 cup low fat coconut milk
2 tbsp Fish Sauce
1 lime leaf
Coriander
1 tbsp extra virgin oil
11/2 cups rice

OPEN
Monday - Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12noon
And by appointment
26 Clemenston St. Ph 9192 3755
Fax 9192 3766 Mobile 0418 949 881
14
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What to do
1. Wash hands
2. Cook rice evaporation method
3. Heat oil in large frying pan
4. Add curry paste and stir for 1
minute
5. Add 500 gms fish and stir for
about 5 minutes
6. Add vegies
7. Add lime leaf
8. Add 1 cup of lite coconut milk
and bring back to simmer for
about 20 minutes or until vegies
are cooked
9. Stir in 2 tablespoons fish sauce
10. Add juice and rind of 1 lime
Stir and serve with rice.

Chunky Vegie Soup
Ingredients
3 capsicums
3 onions
3
/4 cabbage

8 celery sticks
3 large peeled tomatoes or 1 lg tin
tomatoes
11/2 packets French Onion soup
(low salt)
1 x 440g tin three bean mix or red
kidney beans
11/2 cups of water

Cooking Things
soup pot
large knife
chopping board
cup measure
can opener
ladle or serving spoon

What to do
1. Wash hands.
2. Shred cabbage and chop other
vegetables into large chunks.
3. Put into pot with water, beans
and French Onion soup mix.
4. Simmer until vegetables are soft.
Serve with bread or bread rolls.
To make it stretch – Add
another tin of tomatoes, another tin
of beans, some pasta. Make sure
there is plenty of bread.
Time: This recipe is quick to make.

School News
Balgo

Billiluna

Balgo Girl Snaps
Up First
Prize

Home Reading
At Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre at Billiluna the junior
Primary classes K/ PP/ Yr 1 have commenced home reading. Each night
the children take home a book to read to parents/carers.

By Michael Brown
Jeanette Gordon, a Year 8 girl from
Luurnpa Catholic School in Balgo
is a student who is experiencing
and sharing the rewards after Photo competition winner, Jeanette
recently winning a statewide Gordon with the Honorable Ljiljanna
photography competition. The Ravlich the State Minister for
competition was sponsored by Education.
Belmont Forum Shopping Centre,
Harvey Norman and the Sunday Times and was open to all students from
years 8-12 in WA. Jeanette, with her mother Lady and class teacher Mr.
Brown flew to Perth to be presented with the awards. The State Education
Minister, The Honorable Ljiljanna Ravlich presented Jeanette with $5000
for the school and $1000 for herself to be spent at Harvey Norman for
taking the photograph which best captures the Western Australian spirit.
It was Jeanette and Lady’s first time exploring Perth so the title of the
competition ‘Exposure’ was quite apt considering visits to the zoo, the
beach, Subiaco for the Docker’s game, a Chinese restaurant and the
movies were all first experiences.

Sheniqua Sambo reading to her sister Ro’shoun and mum, Sylvia Sambo.
Photo: L Holden.

Bush Trips
With plenty of bush tucker around, bush trips have begun in earnest.
Children have delighted in searching for bush coconuts, bush tomatoes
and bush onions.

Children from Middle Primary collecting bush tomatoes. Photo: L Holden.

Grant assists Financial Literacy
By David Felton
The prize-winning photo by Jeanette Gordon.
Red Hill

Anyone for Cricket ?
The children at Warlawurru
Catholic School at Red Hill in the
East Kimberley enjoy their cricket
even if their playing field is a bit
rough.

Photo: B Fitzhardinge.

The secondary students at
Kururrungku Catholic Education
Centre have been studying units
aimed at improving their financial
literacy. This has been made
possible by a $3500 Financial
Literacy Grant awarded by the
Commonwealth Bank. The grant
money is being used to set up small
enterprises such as horticulture and
poultry rearing as a basis for
teaching and learning. As part of the programme some of the students
travelled to Kununurra for work experience. They also attended a careers
workshop and took the opportunity of setting up their own savings
accounts.
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School News
Derby

Broome

Sport Fever

Mary’s Day

By Frank Birrell

By B Kane

The tension built up to fever pitch at Holy Rosary School in Derby as the
School Sports Day approached in June. Included among the preparations
undertaken by each faction were the creation of some very noisy chants.
The day itself got off to a cool start but as the morning progressed and
more parents, caregivers and families arrived a great carnival atmosphere
developed. The children put their all into each event and were cheered on
by faction groups and families. By the end of the day the results for
champion boy and girl for each year level and the name of the winning
faction were eagerly awaited.
Fr Paul presented the trophies and finally the faction results – Pallotti
– third, Johns – second and LaSalle - first - were announced. Well-done
to all who organized and participated in a great day.

Photo: B Kane.
St. Mary's College Feast Day was celebrated on Wednesday the 24th of
May. The day began with a whole College Mass in the Undercover Area
on the Secondary Campus which was concelebrated by Fr Daniel and Fr
Richard. This was a fantastic celebration for the feast of Mary Help of
Christians and it was great to see so many students actively involved in
this wonderful liturgical celebration.
Kununurra

Sacraments Received
By P Hazebroek
A great day was had by all at the Holy Rosary School Derby Sports Day.
Photo: F. Birrell.

Fr Patrick De Silva with the children from St Joseph’s School, Kununurra who
received the Sacraments of Reconciliation and 1st Communion.
Photo: P Hazebroek.

L-R Alex Gerrard, Hannah Myers, Ieesia O'Connor enjoying themselves at the
sports day. Photo: F. Birrell.
16
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Throughout Term 2 many students of St Joseph’s, Kununurra were
prepared by their teachers to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation and
1st Communion. It was a wonderful journey for all children and their
families. The parent meetings and celebrations were representative of
what the school is trying to achieve this year – integration of cultures.
With the support of Sr Robyn, our Parish Pastoral Associate, and Father
Patrick DeSilva, the children (and one father) have continued to follow
their faith journey.

School News
Wirrumanu Adult Education and Training Centre

Beagle Bay

Confirmation
Course

Make your own story
book competition

Sr. Cheryl Camp RSM and Fr. Matt Digges gave a course for 4 weeks on
the Sacrament of Confirmation to 16 Church Leaders and other adults
from Mularn and Balgo. Sr. Monique Nyland RSM provided the teaching
materials and delicious lunches. All the participants received a
Certificate of Participation.

By Pam Bettison

The young writers from Beagle Bay. Photo: P. Bettison.

Sr. Cheryl Camp and Fr. Matt Digges and some of the course participants.
Photo: M Nyland.

Census Interviewers
Three Business Studies students at the Wirrumanu Adult Education and
Training Centre in Balgo did a training workshop in how to be Census
Interviewers for the coming Census.

In conjunction with the Children’s Book Council of Australia WA Branch,
students at Sacred Heart School Beagle Bay have written their own
picture story books. The work had to be original with the text and
illustrations telling a story.
The books have been sent to Perth for final judging.
The young authors of the books were awarded book prizes within
their own community. The judging took place in three sections, early
childhood, middle and upper school. The picture story books were judged
on their plots, characterisation, creativity, presentation, writing
conventions and illustrations. The winners and the categories were:
Judges vote
Gigi and Peewe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/ 3 class
The Magic Sword . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Geaney
A Letter to Grandma. . . . . . . . . . Charley-Rose Ford
Teachers’ vote
Gigi and Peewe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/ 3 class
The Two Crows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elijah Howard
A Letter to Grandma. . . . . . . . . . Charley-Rose Ford
Students’
Popular Vote
Redit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Akeem Howard

THE BOSS SHOP
OFFICE NATIONAL BROOME

Phone: 9192 2354
Service: 9192 1730
Fax: 9192 2429
Service: 9193 5779

Census interviewers L-R: Alicia Maggie, Adeline Gibson, Margaret Williams.
Photo: C Camp.

Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies, Photocopying,
Laminating, Office Furniture,
Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
Machines - Sales & Service, Faxes, Printers,
Photocopiers, Cash Registers
MON - FRIDAY 8AM-5PM,
SAT 8AM-12NOON
26 Clementson Street
Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au
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Priestly Profile

School News

Fr Dan O’Donovan

Fr Dan O’Donovan.

Where did you come from
immediately before the
Kimberley?
Before arriving in the Kimberley I
was at Tarrawarra (Cistercian)
Abbey, near Yarra Glen, Victoria.

When did you arrive in the
Kimberley?
I arrived in the Kimberley on 2
December 1972.

What places have you been
posted to and what positions
have you held in the
Diocese?
From 1972 – 75 I spent various
lengths of time in Kalumburu, La
Grange and Halls Creek. While I
was in Halls Creek, Cyclone
Tracey hit Darwin. Ernie Bridge
was Shire President and battered
traffic poured through from the
Territory. Then I went to Derby,
assisting Fr Wendelin Lorenz, and
to Lombadina. From there I went
to Fr Richard Crotty’s old
hermitage at Djalgarargun, an
hour’s walk along the beach from
the community, and spent six years
there to March 1983.
I returned to Kalumburu on 8
December 1982 where Fr
Christopher Saunders was now
administrator. After another short
stay in Halls Creek, I was posted as
Parish Priest to Fitzroy Crossing in
1984, joining the two Franciscan
Missionary heroines, Srs. Francis
Crowe and Miriam Donnelly, who
had been in service there for some
years.
In September 1988 I rolled my
brand-new Bundera vehicle just
south of the Derby turn-off as I

drove to the annual priests’ retreat
in Broome. By God’s grace, and
unusually for me, there were no
passengers. As I was told in Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital, the first
aid I received from the attending
Derby Ambulance and my seat-belt
saved my life.
The car was a
write-off. At this point, I must
insert a short prayer for the choirs
of St John of God angels who
cared for me at the Villa during that
time.
On discharge from hospital,
March 1990 I was transferred as
parish priest to Wyndham, and
stayed until 1996, with the
interruption of a sabbatical in India
1995-96. After that appointment I
took up residence at Beagle Bay,
where the community work-force
put up a tin shed at the Rice Bore
for me to occupy as diocesan
hermit. I spent six years there to
the day, Feast of the Assumption
1998-2004. (It was the day I had
entered the Cistercians in 1951 at
the age of 18). Here I had the same
role as diocesan hermit. I now live
in Bishop Raible’s mud-brick
house at the village, a delightful
little nook. I was the Director of
Ecumenism for the diocese from
1990-1996.

What are your current
‘duties’?
Prayer fulltime.

What are the things that you
enjoy most about working in
the Kimberley?
The tolerant spirit and general
friendliness of the people.

What things about the
Church and the people of the
Kimberley give you hope for
the future?
The many smiling faces that I meet.

What are the things that
challenge you the most in
your ministry?
Just about everything

What is one thing you would
like to see changed in the
Kimberley?
Following our dear Vicar General
in the last issue – the weather –
though really I quite enjoy it.

Kalumburu

Work-Out
Esther Narelle Unghango (Left) and Denise Oxtoby from Kalumburu
participated in the Kalumburu Remote Community School Work-Out
Programme. Their work duties include food preparation & kitchen duties.

Photo: B Zieba.

The Sacred Heart
Church Beagle Bay
Conservation and Restoration Appeal
Please make donations
payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA
(WA) and post to:

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay Conservation and
Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

MY DONATION:

❑ $25

❑ $50 ❑ $100 ❑ Other
My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed
OR ❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

...
Expiry Date

Signature

Name: ____________________________________________________________
Postal Address: ________________________________________________
Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. Receipts will be issued.
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Thomas Pinday & Codie Yalunga danced as part of the cultural festivities - a
preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation held recently at Warmun in the East
Kimberley. It was the first confirmation celebrated in the small community for a
decade. Photo: CAS.
Janet Holmes à Court an accomplished and well-known businesswoman visited
Ngalangangapum (Mother and Child) Catholic School in Warmun while travelling
through the Kimberley as part of the Matso’s Classic Car Rally. She started her
professional life as a teacher and was easily able to slip back into the role in the
classroom with (l to r) Likyra Martin, Hayleigh Evans, Lindsay Jessell and Gordon
Churchill. Photo: CAS.
Below: Owner of Matso’s Restaurant and Brewery and principal organiser of the
Matsos Classic Car Run, Martin Peirson-Jones, stands beside his 1955 FJ Holden
Ute – one of the twenty two classic cars that travelled the Kimberley from
Kununurra to Broome during June. Almost sixty people participated in what has
become an annual event enjoying the sites of the Ord river, All Creek, the Bungle
Bungle, Geiki Gorge, waterside Derby and the Port of Pearls. Photo: CAS.

Kimberley students Stanley Fernandez (Mulan), William Ramsay (Warmun),
Timothy Ramsay (Warmun), and Ashley Stevens (Fitzroy Crossing) look pretty
pleased with themselves prior to going to the St. John’s College Presentation Ball
held at the Casino Ballroom in Darwin. Photo: P O’Brien.
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DESIGN BY RED LOGIC DESIGN, BROOME W.A. 6725

Bishop Christopher Saunders baptises Amica Rose the daughter of Natalie and Joe
Giancono at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome in June.

