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Editorial

‘Life choices and
choices for life’
Recent weeks have seen the departure of Fr Kevin McKelson from
the Diocese of Broome after service lasting over fifty years. We have
also celebrated the graduation from Notre Dame University Broome
Campus of several local and interstate young men and women. In his
occasional address at the Graduation, Fr Ray Hevern spoke
eloquently of the dedication of the early Pallottine priests and
brothers, but also of the local Aboriginal people who worked along
side them to bring the gospel message to this part of remote Australia.
This month also saw the departure from the Diocesan Office of
three women who have dedicated their professional lives to working
in the areas of health and education and more recently in the
Diocesan Office in Broome. Coincidently we celebrated also
National Vocation Awareness Week at the beginning of the month.
All of this speaks to us of the importance of dedication, long-term
commitment and unselfish generosity on the part of so many people
in our Church and wider community without whom the wheels of
society, and indeed the Church, would grind to a disastrous halt.
These people are for the most part unsung and would probably
not recognise themselves in any glowing tribute to their ministry.
Such is the natural way in which they see this sort of service as part
of who they are and not as a quality to be admired by others. It is a
living out of the person they see themselves as called to be and to
become. This is the living out of a vocation rather than a career. One
musical composer put it like this – ‘Work is what you do for others;
art is what you do for yourself’. This is not meant to be a selfseeking doing ‘for yourself’, but a living out of what is at the heart
of who you are. You do it because to do otherwise is to deny who
you are at your core.
In an age when we are told that people will change their jobs
several times in their working life, it is easy to allow this to erode our
appreciation for those who ‘stick at the task’, keep their hand on the
plough, remain dedicated to their ‘vocation’ for a life time, even if
they might change location for their work. It can easily become the
expectation that dedication to a partner, to a way of life, to a
profession or to a way of serving others is an out of date concept that
belongs to a previous age.
Those mentioned at the beginning of this Editorial provide a
timely reminder of the continuing value of a vocational approach to
living one’s life. Maybe it is time for all of us to reassess where we
are going as a society and as a Church, to ask whether one of the
Australian values the current Government wants us to highlight and
preserve is in fact one that Christians continue to treasure but may
have lost sight of for a time– a sense of vocation.

Mother Mary of the
Cross, MaryMacKillop
Feastday August 8th

The tomb of Australia’s first Saint, Mother Mary of the Cross, Mary MacKillop, in
North Sydney, NSW. Photo: CAS
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Some sailed over the ocean in ships,
earning their living on the seas.
They saw what the Lord can do,
His wonderful acts on the seas.
— Ps 107:23 – 24.
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Briefly Speaking
SR SONIA WAGNER SGS, a
Trustee and Governor of the
University of Notre Dame Australia
has been appointed to the position
o f D e p u t y Vi c e C h a n c e l l o r,
Broome Campus.
A Queenslander by birth, Sr
Sonia has a strong background in
education and pastoral ministry and
has served throughout Australia

Photo: A. Hayden.

Photo: CAS.

KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC Community Service Volunteer, Terry Bird
has returned to his home town of
Devonport, Tasmania after completing
a seven month term at La Grange
Bidyadanga, south of Broome where
he assisted Fr Emil Ciecierega in the St
John the Baptist Parish. Fr Emil and
the parishioners of Bidyadanga farewelled Terry in style with a special
function and showed their gratitude for
his dedicated work in the parish which
included submitting the daily weather
report. As can be seen from the photo,
Terry was a great favourite with the
young people, especially Rowan,
Travis and Jayden Thomas.

TWO BROTHERS, IAN (RIGHT) AND RON HAMMOND from
Victoria, drove into Balgo recently where Ian had once worked as a lay
helper – back in 1964. They drove west to Derby where Ian had a look
at the ex-St Joseph’s Hostel. He had been assigned there for a year with
other Lay Missionaries to look after station children. Ian has many fond
memories of those days in the Kimberley when conditions were
challenging and resources scarce.

Photo: P Hughes.
and overseas. From 1993-2005 she
was the Congregational Leader of
the Sisters of the Good Samaritan,
an Australian founded missionary
Benedictine Order. We wish her
well in her role at the Broome
Campus.

Photo: CAS.
BISHOP GERARD HOLOHAN (left) of Bunbury and Fr Peter Whitely
of Applecross Parish in Perth were among the many visitors to Broome
making the most of the wonderful dry season weather. Bishop Holohan
and Fr Whitely spent some time in the Kimberley in July whilst on a
driving holiday to Darwin.

Photo: P Bettinson.
DION GORDON of Beagle Bay
fame was selected as a team
member for a representative U16
football team – the N.T. Thunder –
playing for the Territory in the
national
Championships
in
Brisbane this year.

Photo: A Hayden.
DANNY CASEY is a well-known
face in the Sydney Archdiocese
where he works in finance and has
much to do with the forthcoming
World Youth Day. Danny and his
wife Annie came to Broome at the
end of July for the Notre Dame
Board Meeting and Graduation.

MARY SCANLON, a Good Samaritan Sister has come to the Broome
Diocese to work in the Parish of Derby. The Kimberley town is quite a
contrast from where Mary has worked for the past six years in a dairy
farming community on the Murray
River in Victoria.
Over the years Mary has worked
in many Dioceses throughout
Australia and has come to know
something of how people live right
across the country. Now the
Kimberley and in particular Derby
with its boab trees, jetty sunsets,
mud flats, famous King tides and
above all – its people. A daring and
distinctively different adventure has
begun! We wish Mary well for her
Photo: CAS.
time at Derby.
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Caritas
By Fr Emil Ciecierega, SDS, Diocesan Director

Middle East Crisis - Enormous
Humanitarian Emergency
Caritas Australia has joined with
international partners to call for all
parties in the current Middle East
conflict to respect their obligations
under International Law. The
President of Caritas Internationalis,
Mr Denis Vienot, has called for
better access for humanitarian

Caritas Jerusalem has distributed more than 2500 food packs
throughout Gaza with plans to
extend to Nablus. No drinking
water, power or fuel is available
and their mobile clinic has been
restricted from moving within
Gaza. Caritas Jerusalem is also

to avoid harming the civilian
population caught in the middle of
the conflict. Caritas also calls for
safe access for humanitarian agencies to carry out their work.
Caritas Australia is accepting
donations to assist the victims of
the current Middle East Crisis.

Donations can be made by phoning
1800 024 413, posting cheques/
money orders to GPO BOX 9830 in
your capital city, or online at
www.caritas.org.au.
For further information please
contact Diocesan Director, Fr Emil
Ciecierega on 08 9192 1060.

Mirrilingki News

Orientation
By Br Shane Wood CFC

Caritas Lebanon staff reach out to the many families displaced by the war.
Photo: Courtesy Caritas Lebanon.
agencies and protection for aid
agencies and civilians.
“The situation in the Middle
East is an enormous humanitarian
emergency. Hundreds of thousands
have fled their homes, drinking
water is cut off in many places,
supplies of fuel and food are
running very low. We need urgent
access to those civilians to deliver
basic amenities - and we need
guaranteed protection for civilians”, said Mr Veinot.
Despite the difficulties in
accessing those affected, Caritas
Agencies continue to be active on
the ground in the affected areas.
Caritas Lebanon has mobilized
a fleet of mobile health clinics,
which are visiting schools and
other shelters, bringing aid to the
most vulnerable: children, the old
and the sick.
Caritas Beirut is providing
emergency supplies including basic
sanitation requirements, medicines,
milk and baby products.
4

working with other Church
organizations to provide assistance
to affected civilians in Haifa.
In South Lebanon, the local
Caritas agency is also active,
though they operate in isolation due
to the limited availability of
transport and communication.
Hence the number of assisted in
this area is impossible to verify.
Caritas, with trucks supplied by
the Lebanese Army, is funneling
aid to particularly hard-hit areas
such as Tyre and Marjeyoun.
Estimates suggest up to
750,000 people have been
displaced by Israel's offensive in
Lebanon alone – 20 % of the entire
population. Schools, convents, and
public buildings are inundated by
people seeking refuge, while many
other people are being taken in by
f r i e n d s o r f a m i l y, a n d e v e n
strangers.
The Caritas Confederation has
called for a ceasefire and urges both
sides to take all necessary measures

• KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE • SEPTEMBER 2006

In the week of July 3 – 7, twelve very generous and committed people
gathered at Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre at Warmun for the annual
Orientation Program for personnel new to the Diocese of Broome.
This was a later date than usual and so the weather was very
conducive to the activities of the program, and some even found the
nights quite cold!
The contents of the program were delivered by the team of Sisters
Nellie and Frances (Mirrilingki staff) and Br Shane from the
Diocesan Office. Unfortunately the Bishop was unable to visit this
year, but good use was made of the history of the Diocese contained
in Patrons to Partners. The participants were exposed to ideas
surrounding white contact with Aboriginal people and its effects on
the local Indigenous populations, some thoughts on evangelisation
and mission and some challenging ideas about whiteness and
privilege. People were asked to think about the ways in which they
might be experiencing culture shock and were given some tools to
help them cope in their isolated and demanding roles.
The evaluations submitted at the end of the program provided
ample evidence of a program that was well received and seemed to
offer what the majority of the participants were looking for. All were
especially appreciative of the hospitality of the Mirrilingki
community of staff and volunteers and certainly of the nourishing
food.
People departed on the Saturday morning having
spent Friday reflecting quietly on the
movement of the
Spirit within during
the week and formulating some form of
Mission Statement for
their return to their
place of ministry.

Viewpoint
By Bishop Christopher Saunders

When the Saints come marching in...
The death in recent months of a
few people I have known well has
set me thinking about Saints and
the question of what constitutes
saintliness. While we believe that
the pursuit of holiness is the
vocation to which all the baptised
are called, whether or not we
attain the state of being “a holy
person” is ultimately a question
that only God can answer.
However, having said that, there
definitely are some people for
whom the accolade of “Saint” or
being "holy" is not at all disputed
by those who knew them. It is
about these, the commonly
acclaimed Saints that I write.
Something distinguishes the
good person – “a fine woman”, “a
great bloke” – from the Saint.
They have much in common but
the attainment of “saintliness”
requires more than mere positive

attributes of character.
In its essence Saintliness is
about the living out of a proper
relationship with God which
naturally means a proper relationship in charity with one’s fellow
travellers. This relationship is
grounded in a fervent love for
God and a belief that God’s love
in return is boundless. Saintliness
is hopefulness personified. Such
a person is unhesitatingly
convinced of the forgiveness God
lavishes on us ceaselessly.
When I think of these Saints I
have known, the ones who have
died recently, I recall how
hopeful they remained –
sometimes in the face of huge
adversity and trials. It is not that
these common Saints are without
faults or weaknesses. It is more
that they confidently yet humbly
asked forgiveness from God for

their faults and failures and
rejoiced as they received the
forgiveness they sought. Theirs
was a life actively avoiding sin
and forgiving others. When they
did sin they sought the grace of
forgiveness in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. More than that,
they were always hopeful about
others and their relationship with
God. They believed that nobody
in their family or in their
community was so far removed
from the state of holiness that
there was cause for despair.
They addressed the needs of
others in the positive practise of
prayer which they knew could
remedy any situation no matter
how desperate it may seem to
those people not blessed with a
living faith. Prayer for them was
‘doing something’ and doing
something extremely useful

which brought peace and purpose
to a confused world.
The other thing I noticed
about these everyday Saints is
their extraordinary love and
yearning for the Eucharist. They
knew that there is a nourishment
in the Mass unsurpassed by any
other sacred happening. Having
life and having it to the full meant
for them gaining the presence of
Christ within through the wonder
of Holy Communion.
A proper relationship with
God and others, an abundance of
charity, an unbridled hopefulness,
a ready forgiveness of others and
a gratefulness for the forgiveness
sought from God, a fervent prayer
life and a dedication to the
Eucharist – these are the
hallmarks of a Saint. Let their
lives and the lives of others like
them be our constant inspiration.
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Farewell to the Pallotines
By Bill Worth
Aboriginal Sunday, the first
Sunday in July, was the occasion
chosen to farewell the Pallottine
Congregation from the Kimberley
along with the last Pallottine
working in the Broome Diocese,
Fr Kevin McKelson.
In Our Lady Queen of Peace
Cathedral a large collection of
well-wishers joined in a Mass led
by Bishop Saunders and concelebrated by Fr Ray Hevern, Fr
Joe Butscher, Fr Michael
McMahon, Fr Joe Kearney, Fr
Kevin McKelson, Fr Daniel
Chama and Fr Richard Tomelty.
N o t r e D a m e U n i v e r s i t y,
Broome hosted a farewell brunch
to honour the occasion. Mr Gavin
Greaves, the Executive Director
of the University’s Broome

and Fr Hevern - each of them
reminiscent of Kimberley colours
and motifs.
Mr Greaves said how
indebted the University was to
Father McKelson for his work on
Campus – for his wisdom and
dedication to the needs of the
growing University community.
Bishop Saunders drew attention
to the great work in linguistics
and liturgy pioneered by Fr
Kevin. He went on to say that the
Diocese is what it is today
because of the commitment of the
Pallottine Fathers and Brothers to
Mission and ministry in the
region. Fr Ray Hevern spoke of
the Pallottine history in Beagle
Bay, Lombadina, Broome, Derby,
La Grange, Balgo, Wyndham,
Halls Creek and Kununurra. [A copy of
his speech will be
reprinted in a future
edition of Kimberley
Talk-About along
with a copy of the
farewell talk given
by Fr Kevin
McKelson on the
day].
On the Sunday
afternoon there was
a prayer gathering in
the Cathedral led by
the Pallottines – a
Rosary reflection on
their own mission

Artist Sally Bin Demin presents one of
her creations of Kimberley colours to
Fr Kevin McKelson. Photo: N Baker.
Campus made a presentation to
Fr McKelson on behalf of the
University where Fr Kevin had
been working as chaplain.
Bishop Saunders gave a gift to
the Pallottines to symbolically
mark the end of their 105 years
in the Kimberley. Father Hevern,
the Regional Superior of the
Pallottines, responded. Talented
Broome artist, Sally Bin Demin
donated two silk screens which
were presented to Fr McKelson
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Pallottine Regional Leader, Fr Ray
Hevern.
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experiences and
that of their confreres. It was well
attended by many
parishioners who
have had a long
association with the
Pallottine Priests
and Brothers.

Fr Kevin McKelson with
well-wishers at the
farewell brunch at the
University of Notre
Dame Australia,
Broome Campus.
Photo: CAS.

Present at the farewell celebration in Broome were : back – Pallottine Frs
Michael McMahon, Joe Butscher, Ray Hevern. front – Frs Joe Kearney, Kevin
McKelson and Br Gunther. Photo: CAS.

The Farewell Mass concelebrated by Bishop Saunders and the Pallottines on
Sunday 2 July at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome. Photo: A Hayden.

Catholic Mission
By Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

Children’s Mission
Partners-Offering
hope in Uganda
Many people who live at Budaka, Uganda are poor and the majority live
below the poverty line. Consequently, due to poor nutrition and limited
access to medications many children are born with disabilities.
The Budaka Rehabilitation Home cares for children ranging in age
from babies to sixteen year-olds. Most of the children suffer from polio,
club foot, cerebral palsy, cleft palate and osteomyelitis (bone infections)
and other diseases.
The Home offers pre and post-operative care for corrective surgery,
the provision of orthopedic appliances, rehabilitation before and after
hospital, and formal and informal education.
One child who has been helped by the Home is eleven year old
Zakayo who suffered from post-polio paralysis. When he came to the
Home he could hardly stand and his only means of getting around was to
crawl on all fours. He is the first-born in his family of seven children, and
his parents are very poor. After Zakayo was brought to the Home his

Some of the children who have been helped at the Budaka Rehabilitation Home in
Uganda. Photo: Courtesy Catholic Mission.
health began to improve to such an extent that he was well enough to be
operated on to have his legs straightened. After recovering from the
surgery he had calipers, boots and crutches fitted to ease his mobility. He
is now going to school and is in grade five. “He is happy and so grateful,”
writes Sister Leah Njoroge, who runs the Budaka Rehabilitation Home.
Children’s Mission Partners through Catholic Mission, support this
project and thousands of others in 160 countries around the world.
The Partners program does not single out one child for special care.
All children in the community are cared for and all are offered hope and
the change it brings. From as little as 50 cents a day you can become a
Children’s Mission Partner and provide disadvantaged children in many
parts of the world with the hope for a brighter, fairer future.
To become a Children’s Mission Partner, phone 1800 257 296 or go
online at www.catholicmission.org.au. For further information contact
Diocesan Director, Fr Daniel Chama on 08 9193 5888.

From the Office of
Justice, Ecology & Peace
By Br Shane Wood, CFC

Those who forget their
history…
There have been news reports in
recent weeks about the lack of
funding being supplied by the
federal Government to remote
Indigenous communities in the
Kimberley. The money being
provided to keep the infrastructure
of the communities functioning,
from running costs for vehicles to
paying for insurance cover, has not
been enough for a number of
communities and the amounts have
been out of kilter with previous
budget allocations. There has
apparently been no warning about
this and no dialogue with local
community Councils or CEO’s.
This comes on the back of a
whirlwind tour by the then Minister,
Amanda Vanstone, who was keen to
hand out money to build swimming
pools and provide other ‘goodies’ in
exchange for commitments by
communities to improve the levels
of school attendance and standards
of personal health and hygiene for
their children. There seems to be
some level of inconsistency in these
two approaches.
However, when one looks at the
changes that have been introduced
to CDEP, flagged last year and
commented upon in this column, it
seems that there is a significant
change in the wind for remote
Aboriginal Australia. A question
about this change of policy direction
has been addressed to the local
federal member for Kalgoorlie,
Barry Haase. To date there has been
no formal written response, but an
informal conversation recently leads

me to believe that there will be
economic pressure placed on these
remote communities over the next
few years to relocate to more
populated centres.
The implications of this policy,
for both those who are likely to be
forced to move and for those towns
to which these people are likely to
be forced to move to are far
reaching. I will keep readers
informed of any formal response
from the government on this matter
in future editions of the Profile. In
the meantime, it might be well for
the government and those who
might be quick to rally to support its
ideologically and economically
driven agenda to recall the history of
these remote communities, and how
and why they came to be settled in
the first place, lest we be
condemned to repeat those parts of
Australia’s history that the current
government would prefer remain
unacknowledged.
In the meantime, the Bishops of
Australia will release their Social
Justice Sunday Statement towards
the end of September. This year its
theme is The Heart of Our Country
– Dignity and Justice for our
Indigenous brothers and sisters. It
is a reflection on Pope John Paul II’s
address to Indigenous Australians in
1986 and an ‘examination of
conscience’ on what actions we
have taken as a result since. With
the potential for the actions outlined
above to be put in place in the near
future, it will be a timely publication
for us all to reflect and act upon.

Proudly
Supporting
Broome
and the
Kimberley
The BIA Group,
PO Box 68,
Broome, W.A. 6725
Phone: (08) 9193 5455 Facsimile: (08) 9193 6057
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Wonders of the Kimberley

World Youth Day

A glimpse at its unique environment

By Brian Kane

‘Remnant rainforest’
“Rainforests occur on the east coast of Australia – right?” Well, they
do today but millions of years ago the Kimberley had its own
rainforests. It was only in 1987 with the use of satellite imagery and
aerial photography that pockets of remnant rainforest were clearly
visible in the Kimberley. With further research by experts who
explored these areas on the ground it was discovered that the
remnant rainforests of the Kimberley were of particular significance,
as they are the only
occurrence of rainf o r e s t s i n We s t e r n
Australia, and they
were found to support
fauna and flora not
found anywhere else.
These rainforest
areas are characterised
by their closed green
canopy, a profusion of
vines and plants only
found in rainforest
communities. Some of
these patches of
rainforest are so lush
that they provide shelter
and coolness for
hundreds of butterflies
beneath the canopy and
unique birds such as the
orange footed scrub
fowl, channel-billed
cuckoo and rainbow
Great Bower Bird bower. Photo: CAS.
pita whose bright green
back blends in with the
bright green of the lush vegetation. The Great Bower Bird is
common in the Kimberley and is actually a survivor of the rainforest
age but it has adapted remarkably to our present day dry climate.
At least 300 species of plants have been collected from the
Kimberley remnant rainforests and 80% are restricted to this
environment. Many of these species are of special interest because
of their antiquity, as rainforests contain the most primitive flowering
plants still in existence. It is thought that some inaccessible
rainforest pockets on the coast are actually expanding today.
Broome contains the southernmost boundary of vine thickets
which are a subset of the remnant rainforests and they lie behind the
sand dunes. This coastal strip has been protected because of its
diversity of plants and its significance for Aboriginal people. Today
this unique area provides a variety of peaceful bush walks known to
the local Yawuru people as ‘Minyirr’.
The remnant rainforests of the Kimberley are truly remarkable.
At present they are protected by their isolated locations but we need
to ensure they can survive into the future.
Further information: BK’s Kimberley nature web site:
http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/nature/aaopen.html

WYD08
Less than two
years to go
A note from the WYD08 team in Sydney:
A two year program to assist in the preparation of young people for WYD08
has now been finalised. Some exciting elements of the program are:
• 15 minute DVD ‘Get with the spirit’ provides background on the
history and significance of WYD, and includes a number of
testimonies from previous participants.
•

special World Youth Day religious education curriculum has been
developed for Australian schools and parishes, for use by teachers and
catechists primarily, but it is also appropriate for priests and parents.

•

The WYD08 website, www.wyd2008.org is a very useful source of
information.
It includes a new section for ‘Australian Parishes and Schools’ which
will contain details on all the programmes developed specifically for
the preparation of Australian young people. From this section, you
will be able to download or view the ‘Activ8’ booklet, the ‘Get with
the spirit’ DVD and the first module of the school curriculum material.

•

The Journey of the WYD Cross and Icon is an important part of
pastoral preparation. The Cross and Icon will arrive in Australia in
early 2007. They will then commence a journey around parts of South
East Asia, Oceania and Australia.
We expect that the Cross and Icon will travel to all Diocese in
Australia as a means of promoting dialogue with young people and to
create a sense of anticipation around WYD itself. Each Diocese will
be given the opportunity to create and manage events and programmes
around the visit of the WYD Cross.

For further information about WYD08, please contact Selina Hasham in
the WYD Office on 02 9390 5918.

Parishes Note: Please download ACTIV8 from
WYD website. www.wyd2008.org and use it to spread
the word about WYD 2008.

8
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Catholic Education Office

New Principals for
Kimberley Schools
MRS CLARE GRAY has been
appointed Principal of St Joseph’s
S c h o o l , Wy n d h a m . S h e h a s
worked in several Perth

Mrs Clare Gray

Mr Brendon Lawlor

metropolitan Catholic Primary
Schools and brings a vast range of
experience with her. She has
worked across all year levels in
primary schools and enjoys
fostering a strong working relationship with both staff and
parents.
Being new to the Kimberley,
Clare is enthusiastic about her
move to Wyndham and sees this
challenge as an opportunity to help
shape the future educational and
pastoral activities within the
community. She believes a closeknit group of dedicated, caring and
committed teachers is an essential
ingredient in a school and that the
role of a Principal is vital in
achieving this.
MR BRENDON LAWLOR has
been appointed Principal of Holy
Rosary School, Derby. Brendon
has taught in a variety of settings
including rural, city and remote
schools in Victoria, Queensland
and the Northern Territory.
He has taught all year levels as
well as spending time as a Physical
Education Coordinator.
Brendon and his family enjoy
country living – camping, fishing,
walking and exploring.
He
believes he will quickly adapt to
life in Derby and looks forward to
working with the staff, students
and community.
Both Clare and Brendon took
up their positions this term.

PD Workshops
proved inspiring
By Lidia Godijn, Secondary Curriculum Consultant
The Catholic Education Office was delighted to have Dr Julia Atkin, an
independent education and learning consultant, facilitate professional
development workshops in
Broome in May/June this year.
Dr Atkin is based in NSW
and works across Australia and
internationally. She is a leading
authority on effective learning
and teaching and on whole brain
integrated learning.
Teachers and leadership
teams from seven Catholic
schools in the Kimberley as well
staff from the Catholic Education Office attended the
workshops where Dr Atkin
provided an opportunity for
participants to reflect on their
values and beliefs and how this
impacts on teaching and
learning programmes within our
schools.
The teachers left the
professional development days
very much inspired.
Dr Julia Atkin

Yesteryear...

images from our past

“Muddy” the Brahman Bull with friends at Kalumburu Mission.
Circa 1980’s.
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University of Notre Dame

Goodbye Father Kevin
An emotional farewell was held in the grounds of The University of Notre
Dame Australia, Broome Campus, in early July to say goodbye to
Campus Minister, Fr Kevin
McKelson, and the Pallottines
(Society of Catholic Apostolate - SAC) as they depart
Broome after 105 years of
ministry in the Kimberley.
University staff, students,
special guests, and many
friends from far and wide
gathered for Mass concelebrated by the Bishop of
Broome, the Most Rev.
Christopher Saunders, and
Pallotine priests at the
Cathedral prior to the farewell
in the gardens of the
University.
Ms Cissy Djiagween
welcomed the gathering to the
lands of the Yawuru people
and with heartfelt words
thanked Fr Kevin and the
Photo: N. Baker.
Pallottine Fathers for their
contribution to the people of the Kimberley.
Broome Campus Executive Director, Gavin Greaves, said the
University would miss Fr Kevin, his jovial nature, caring presence and
the significant contribution he has made to the campus.
In reply Fr Kevin thanked Gavin for the opportunity to be a part of
the University’s Broome Campus. He thanked the Bishop for a beautiful
Mass earlier that morning and among his many words said his time in the
Kimberley has been a “time of enchantment.”
Broome Campus Minister, Sr Jill O’Brien added at the conclusion of
Father’s speech, “a man like that passes by rarely.”
In his speech Bishop Saunders said, “We should not concentrate on
the sadness of the Pallottines leaving but the richness that they have left
by being here”.
Provincial of the Pallottines, Fr Ray Hevern then spoke about the
history of the Society in the Kimberley and their contribution over 105
years.
“I find it difficult closing this chapter and I have to pinch myself to
believe what is happening,” he added.

OPEN
Monday - Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12noon
And by appointment
26 Clemenston St. Ph 9192 3755
Fax 9192 3766 Mobile 0418 949 881
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Educational
achievements
celebrated in the
Kimberley
The Broome Campus of The
University of Notre Dame
Australia held its Graduation
Ceremony on Friday 28th of July.
Thirty Nine students graduated in a
variety of Vocational Education
and Training (VET) courses and
Higher Education courses.
Over 350 people were in
attendance on the grounds of the
Campus to witness the University’s
Chancellor, the Hon Justice
Neville Owen, confer the
nominated candidates.
Special
guests
included
Yawuru elder Cissy Djiagween,
who performed the welcome to
country, Federal Member for
Kalgoorlie, Mr Barry Haase and

the Shire President of Broome Mr
Graeme Campbell.
This year’s guest of honour
was Fr Ray Hevern SAC, the
Regional Leader of the Pallottines.
He spoke about the history of the
Society in the Kimberley and their
significant contribution to the
region over 105 years.
The Patricia and Michael
Kailis Award, which is given to the
highest achieving student, was
awarded to Katie Donnelly, a
Bachelor of Education graduate.
In her Valedictory speech she
thanked the staff of the Broome
Campus for the high level of
pastoral care that she had received
throughout her studies.

The Lands family from Broome had good reason to celebrate as daughter Sharona
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree. Sharona’s mother Merrilee had
previously graduated from the Broome Campus in 2002 with a Bachelor of
Education. In the photo (l to r) Robert Wilson (Sharona’s father), Merrilee Lands,
Maggie Lands (grandmother) Bishop Christopher Saunders and Sharona Wilson.
Photo: Red Dirt Photography – Nigel Gaunt.

Kimberley Kitchen
A Recipe from Sr Carmel Posa

Carmel’s
Pork
Surprise
Our chef this month is Sr Carmel
Posa, a Good Samaritan Sister of
the Order of St Benedict. Carmel
is a Lecturer in Theology at the
University of Notre Dame
Australia, Broome Campus and
has been in Broome for four years.
“This is a very simple recipe
that came about through a
shopping error! We were having
visitors for dinner and I wanted to

cook something quick and easy. I
meant to purchase a fillet of lamb
and marinate it over night. Instead,
without looking properly, I picked
up a Pork Fillet! I didn’t realise
this until I was actually cooking it
and by then, it was too late!
Who would think that mint
jelly and pork could be
sensational! Oh happy fault!”, says
Carmel

Ingredients:
1 pork fillet
3 dsrt spoons of mint jelly
4 dsrt spoons of sun dried tomatoes
2 crushed garlic gloves
1 finely chopped white onion
2 tablespoons of olive oil

salt and pepper to taste.
1
/2 cup of red wine.
Marinade
Place the pork fillet in a shallow
dish and add salt and pepper to
your own liking. Spread the
crushed garlic over the meat.
Spoon on the mint jelly and rub
over all the meat. Add the oil and
leave overnight. (If you’re in a
hurry then 1/2 day is enough)

Cooking
Saute the onions and leave aside.
Place the pork in a frying pan on
medium heat and cook for 15-20
minutes on both sides (the fillet is
not usually very thick, so this is
long enough). Add the red wine,

onions and sun dried tomatoes and
simmer for 5 minutes.

Serving
Take the fillet out of the pan and
slice into medallions – not too thin!
Use the remaining sauce with sun
dried tomatoes and onions as a
sauce for the meat. Serve with a
salad or with vegetables – I like the
salad best!
Of course you could substitute
Lamb fillets for this recipe, but it’s
less of a surprise!!!!

Obituary

Jack Sahanna
(Kemel Ngummurra
Si Hanna Sindhi)
Born: 15 May 1935
Entered Eternal Life: 22 April 2006
Jack Sahanna was born at
Moonlight Valley Station, Salmon
River, East Kimberley, Western
Australia on the 15th May 1935.
His mother is Mary an Aboriginal
woman (still alive) and his Father
was Si Hanna Sindhi an Indian
(deceased) from Karachi, India.
His real name at birth was a
combination of Indian/Aboriginal,
namely Kemel Ngummurra Si
Hanna Sindhi.
After the tragic death of his
father he was sent to Beagle Bay
Mission at the age of nine. At that
time he only spoke his mother’s
tongue; he had to learn English at
Beagle Bay and eventually forgot

most of his original language.
After completing his primary
education (Grade 6) he was placed
in the Blacksmith shop where he
learned blacksmithing, tinsmithing and windmill maintenance
under the tuition of Brother
Mathias and Richard Cox. He later
worked in trades at Beagle Bay.
It was at Beagle Bay where he
met and married his wife Ottilia
Paddy. Bishop Riable married
them on the 18th June 1953, a
very significant date to him, as
this was the date on which Bishop
Riable had been ordained as a
Priest and Bishop. Jack and Ottilia
together had eleven children,
Patrick, John, Bryan, Laura,
Rosetta, Maryann, Laurena,
Arnold, Raymond, Lindsay and
Pamela. They shared an enormous
loss of eight children during their
married life together.
As an adult he found that his
mother and aunt were still alive in
Wyndham and slowly over the
years he met his brothers and
sisters from his mother’s previous
marriage. He was surprised and
sad to find that he had fourteen
siblings but like his own loss,
several of them had passed away.
Jack considered himself a

“Self Made Man”. On the Mission
he became estranged from his
family and background. He grew
up in a dormitory and was brought
up by German missionaries. He
said they were “strict” and strong
on discipline, but he appreciated
everything they’d done for him.
According to Jack “it made a man
out of me” and having become
that man, he wanted nothing to do
with “hand outs”; he liked to do
everything by himself.
In 1955, he went to Balgo
Mission to assist with the
development of the mission under
Father Joseph Kearney. He took
his wife and two sons with him.
They stayed there for about three
years then returned to Beagle Bay
Mission. He was next sent to La
Grange Mission where he worked
for Father Francis Huegel.
In 1959 after completing his
tasks at La Grange Mission, he
packed up his family and moved to
Broome where he was fortunate
enough to get a job as a truck driver
for the Broome Meatworks. He
worked for that company and its
successors for fifteen years. During
the course of his employment he
was able to obtain his trade
certificate as a “welder”. In 1962

the company secured a construction
contract for housing in New Guinea
and he was sent there for a period of
about six months.
He was then offered a job by
the local Shire Authority at
Broome making steel light poles
and later with the State Energy
Commission (Western Power),
when it assumed control of the
power distribution. He was
invalided out in 1987 as a result of
a back injury.
He secured the lease of a
block from the Aboriginal Lands
Trust on the Broome Airport
Reserve where he built a modern
home and planted a citrus and
mango orchard.
Anyone that knew or met him
over the years would know that he
was a very “proud man”. He
raised his children the same way
he was raised - “strict” and
“disciplined” and he taught them
family values and principles. One
of his favourite sayings was “you
don’t get anything in life for free,
you’ve got to work hard for what
you want in life”. He certainly did
that and a lot more in his life time.

Taken from a Eulogy
by Rosetta Sahanna Pitt.
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Creating a Vocations Culture
National Vocations Awareness Week spans two Sundays in August and it
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Creating a Vocations Culture
Rose Mitchell is a teacher at St Mary’s Primary School
in Broome and is married to Aidan:
Aidan and Rose
The most prominent driving force that makes me passionate
Mitchell
of Broome
about life is my relationship with the people God has put in
visited
Sr
Visitation
my life - my husband, my family, my friends and my students.
I can make a difference to the lives of everyone I encounter, I
Cidad at Kalumburu
am often just not aware of it.
Mission recently.
My work is very exciting at present as I am training as a
They are pictured
Reading Recovery teacher. I get to make a real difference in the
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Sisters’ delicious
and my colleagues.
home-cooked
My spirituality has always been about doing God’s work in
profiteroles.
my everyday life. When thinking about how I am able to do this,
Photo:
I need to consider how I serve others. I am constantly faced with
N McCabe
choices in the way I relate to people and that is a huge challenge.
Aidan and I have only been married for a year and I am
excited about our life journey together. We have a shared outlook
Fr Daniel, Fr Richard and
on life and whilst we maintain individual identities, we are very
Bishop Saunders.
much a team on a common path working out challenges together.
A new and exciting part of my spirituality is to be able to sit next to Aidan at
Mass and share that experience together and support each other in our
faith. For myself, the Gospel often makes me come away feeling
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Jill O’Brien, Sister of the Good
Samaritan of the Order of St
Benedict.
I am writing this on the
anniversary of the death of Sister Hilary
Lawless, a Good Samaritan Sister who
died in her nineties. During her long life
she lived with Sisters who knew our
founder, Archbishop Polding, and the
first members of our Congregation. I
knew her when I was at secondary
school and briefly after I had entered
the Community. What stays in my memory of her was her keen
interest in all that was going on around her. Even when her sight was failing she
maintained the habit of reading. The daily paper was a must. Hilary is just one of
many Good Sams whose care for the disadvantaged and poor and whose vitality
and interest in life drew me to the Community.
The first Sisters of our Congregation banded together to care for the
destitute women of colonial Sydney in the mid nineteenth century. Theirs was a
community life shaped by the ancient Benedictine Rule; their place of ministry,
the polluted streets of the bustling harbour town. The outward signs of our life
might look different but the same values and concerns are shared by Good Sams
today.
Two of us came to live at the Broome Campus of the University of Notre
Dame in 2003 and we were joined by a third member in June of this year. Our
convent is a simple demountable set in a developing garden in the University
grounds. We have the beginnings of a library and we cherish the few pictures
and objects that help to make our home peaceful, beautiful and hospitable.
My day begins with Lectio Divina, the personal reflective reading of the
scriptures. This is followed by the communal recitation of Morning Prayer of the
Church which includes the singing of psalms, scripture reading and prayer of
intercession for the needs of our world. Sometimes we are joined by staff and
students for this prayer. After breakfast I go to the university to begin my daily
tasks as Campus Minister which include pastoral care of students and staff and
the liturgical life of the University community. This work brings me in daily
contact with Indigenous and non-Indigenous students from across the
Kimberley and other parts of Western Australia. When the community gathers
after work we usually have down time to talk about the events of the day and
prepare the evening meal. Evening Prayer is celebrated to end our day. Unlike
Sister Hilary we do not get to read the paper each day but we do watch the news!
As a religious, my life is deeply influenced by the gospel story of the Good
Samaritan. I am challenged daily to the invitation to ‘cross over’ and not pass by
those who might need a word of encouragement, interest taken in a sick child,
support given in difficult circumstances. These calls to live the gospel are usually
not world shattering but they are the stuff of daily life. Benedict gives it another
nuance when he tells me ‘to make hospitality my special care’ – this is about
sharing our time, our table, our gifts. It is also about receiving graciously what is
shared whether it is in a camp in the desert or in a friend’s home. I don’t always
live up to these ideals but they continue to give meaning to my life.
I live and work in an institution that is committed to education, especially
the education of the Indigenous peoples of the Kimberley. Just as education was
a key to a decent life for the poor and destitute in colonial Sydney, I believe it is
one very significant way of empowering the Indigenous people to take their
rightful place in modern Australia.
The opportunity to work in the Diocese of Broome helps me to realize that I
am part of the story of Polding and those first sisters who trudged the streets of
colonial Sydney 150 years ago.
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Prayer for Vocations
God of life,
You speak to us and nourish us
through the life of our Church community.
In the name of Jesus, we ask you
to send your Spirit
so that men and women among us
will respond to your call to service
as committed lay people in response
to their Baptismal promises
and to leadership in our Church as priests,
deacons, brothers and sisters.
May those who open their hearts
and minds to this call
be encouraged and strengthened through
our enthusiasm and support.
We make this prayer through
Jesus your Son.
Amen.

The Sacred Heart
Church Beagle Bay
Conservation and
Restoration Appeal
Please make donations
payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA
(WA) and post to:

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay Conservation and Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

MY DONATION: ❑ $25

❑ $50 ❑ $100 ❑ Other

My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed
OR ❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

...
Expiry Date

Signature

Name: ____________________________________________________________
Postal Address: ________________________________________________
Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. Receipts will be issued.

Dreaming from the Heart - 20 Year celebration
Last days to Alice
Springs Convention —
2 to 7 October 2006
By Bill Worth
The NATSICC led celebration and
remembrance of the Pope’s speech
twenty years ago in Alice Springs
is on soon – 2nd to 7th October.
Aboriginal people from all
over Australia will be making their
way to Alice Springs for the weeklong celebrations honouring the
words of Pope John Paul II to the
Aboriginal people of Australia. A
contingent from the Kimberley

will be travelling to the
Red Centre and it may not
be too late to join them.
Contact your Parish Priest
or Leonie Kelly (NATSICC Rep.) on 9192 1070.
“As you listen to the
gospel of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, seek out the best
things of your traditional ways. If
you do, you will come to realize

L-R: Anne Gordon, Margaret Gordon and Alison Hayden. Photo: CAS.

Farewell
By Bill Worth
This month we farewelled three very special people from the
Diocesan Office after several years of faithful service to the Diocese
and its people. Anne Gordon, the Bishop's’ Secretary, her sister
Margaret, who has performed various administrative tasks after
leaving her job at Notre Dame’s Broome Campus, and Alison
Hayden, who has been the Diocesan Finance Officer, have been the
friendly voices on the phone and the welcoming faces ‘behind the
desk’ at the service of many people who have contacted or visited the
Diocesan Office. Requests for assistance or information have been
met with patience and kindness at all times.
Bishop Saunders said that the Diocese of Broome has been
extremely fortunate in having three such dedicated and qualified
people working in the Diocesan Office. "We will miss very much
their efficiency, generosity, and their warm, welcoming personalities.
I know that anyone who has dealt with Anne, Alison and Margaret
will know exactly what I mean when I say that the Kimberley is a
better place because of their hard work and dedication. I am sure God
will bless them abundantly for their time spent serving the Church in
the Kimberley," Bishop Saunders commented when making his
farewell speech. All three ladies are returning to Perth and we hope
they will visit us from time to time in the future.

Photo: Courtesy NATSICC
more and more your great human
Christian dignity. Let your minds
and hearts be strengthened to
begin a new life now. Past hurts
cannot be healed by violence, nor
are present injustices removed by
resentment. Your Christian faith
calls you to become the best kind of
Aboriginal people you can be.
This is possible only if
reconciliation and forgiveness are
part of your lives. Only then will
you find happiness. Only then will
you make your best contribution to
all your brothers and sisters in this

great nation. You are part of
Australia and Australia is part of
you. And the Church herself in
Australia will not be fully the
Church that Jesus wants her to be
until you have made your
contribution to her life and until
that contribution has been joyfully
received by others.”
Taken from the address given
by His Holiness Pope John Paul II
at the meeting with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people at
Alice Springs on 29th November
1986.

PLAN TO GO NOW
— ALL WELCOME —

Fundraise NOW to attend the celebration.
Details of costs to follow.
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School News
BROOME

BROOME

Pathway to Success

Kimberley Cup

By Aiden Mitchell

By Brigid Lafferty

Students of the Pathways program at St Mary’s College, Broome recently
attended a Health
Industry seminar at
the University of
Notre Dame,
Broome Campus.
Shown here is
Kamahl Edgar having his blood pressure read with the
assistance of Joel
Grande. The visit
was part of the
‘Finding My Place’
initiative co-ordinated by Broome
Public Library
which aims to give
students an insight
into the diversity of
career paths available upon leaving
school.
Photo: A. Mitchell

The last week of Term Two
saw the 2006 Smarter Than
Smoking - Kimberley Cup
take place. Twelve schools
and over four hundred students
from across the Kimberley
converged on the Broome
Recreation and Aquatic Centre
(BRAC) to compete in this
carnival event. Although St
Mary’s could not beat the extra
ordinary performance of 2005
it was a wonderfully spirited
display of talent and the school
still managed to take out three
Champion School Shields and
was runner up in another two.

Interschool Chess
Competition
By Jacky Brown (Chess Co-ordinator)

Survival Skills
By Aidan Mitchell
A group of Year 10 Outdoor Education students from St Mary’s College
recently took part in an overnight stay near Derby to hone their camping
and hiking skills. The students took part in a variety of team-building
activities including land-sailing, orienteering, camp cooking and nighttime navigation and toured Bungarun, the former site of Derby
leprosarium. Pictured is the group after completing the ‘Survival Web’.

Photo: A Mitchell.
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Chess Guru David Cordova, from Melbourne, visited schools in Broome
recently giving tips and discussing chess strategies. His visit culminated
in an Interschool Chess Competition. Over forty students from the local
Primary Schools of Broome battled it out on the chessboards to determine
the champion school. St Mary’s College emerged the winner, scoring the
highest points on 22. During the same week the two high schools
participated in an interschool competition with St Mary’s winning.
Callum Greechan from St Mary’s was the highest individual scorer
playing seven games and emerging undefeated. St Mary’s have now
earned a spot in the National Chess Championship, to be held in
December 2006, where they will compete with other schools from all
over Australia.

School News
KURURRUNGKU CATHOLIC EDUCATION CENTRE

WIRRUMANU ADULT EDUCATION & TRAINING CENTRE

Leadership Camp

Health Worker Training

By Pat Holden
Four girls from the Secondary Class at Kururrungku CEC, Billiluna
attended a Garnduwa leadership camp. The camp was held at the Argyle
Diamond Mine from Friday to Monday and gave the girls opportunities
to enhance leadership qualities. Jacinta Manson, Suraya Sambo, Nadine
Manson and Nikita Manson enjoyed the camp and Lesley Woolf from
Garnduwa complimented the girls on their behaviour and public
speaking.

Health Worker training in the Kutjungka region is taking place in
Balgo at the Wirrumanu Adult Education and Training Centre. Visiting
lecturer, Jenny Poelina and Deedee Cox (Palyalatju Maparnpa) are
delivering the training.

L-R: Patrick Yoomarie (Billiluna), Anin Wise (Billiluna), Michael “Skully” Galova
(Balgo), Deedee Cox and Jenny Poelina. Absent: George Lee and Junior Lee
(Balgo).

WYNDHAM
Photo: D Felton.

At Play

Sunset Cruising
By M Farrell

By Rosalind Griffiths
Balley Manson loves coming to school and enjoys playing in the Junior
Primary ‘shop’ at Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre.

Darwin was the scene of many delights for the children from the Year 6/7
Class from St Joseph’s School in Wyndham when they visited the
northern Capital for a school camp last term. A sunset cruise on Darwin
Harbour was the highlight and as you can see everyone thoroughly
enjoyed themselves.
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School News
WARMUN

MULAN

All Painted
Up

Feast of John
the Baptist

Sr Alma Cabassi

By Janine Hart

Lazarus Johnson from Ngalangangpum Catholic School in
Warmun is all painted up and ready
for anything at the school sports.
Photo: P Cowan.

To celebrate the Feast of John the Baptist students from John PujajangkaPiyirn Catholic School at Mulan held a Cultural day at Tjalywarn. Fr
Matt Digges said Mass and children from all the classes at the school
contributed in some way
to the celebration. After
Mass the festivities
continued with children
making damper, being
creative by painting,
playing football and
hunting for bush tucker.
It was a wonderful
community way to end
the term.
Miss Lidia helping Jacinta
while she reads the
“Good News”.

What’s Cooking ?
Sr Alma Cabassi
High School students from Ngalangangpum School Warmun have a chat
while preparing a stir fry. In health lessons they had discussed the
importance of a variety of vegetables in their daily diet. In this Food
Technology lesson they tried different recipes using fresh vegetables.

Year 3-6 Camp
By Janine Hart

(l to r) Travis Lennard, Leon Pinday, Francis Cann and Terrence Dann hard at work
in the kitchen. Photo: P Cowan.

In June Miss
Emily took her
students to
Broome Camp
School for the
annual Camp.
The students
took part in some
wonderful activities including
going for a ride
on a hovercraft,
swimming at

THE BOSS SHOP
OFFICE NATIONAL BROOME

Phone: 9192 2354
Service: 9192 1730
Fax: 9192 2429
Service: 9193 5779

Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies, Photocopying,
Laminating, Office Furniture,
Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
Machines - Sales & Service, Faxes, Printers,
Photocopiers, Cash Registers
MON - FRIDAY 8AM-5PM,
SAT 8AM-12NOON
26 Clementson Street
Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au
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Courtney, Abraham, David and Jordan
enjoying the rope course.

Joshua, Abraham, Zarmia and Miss Lidia
holding the kite they made.
Cable Beach and
going to the
movies. Some
students did the
roping course at
the Camp School
to learn about
teamwork and
working toget h e r. T h e
students had a
fantastic week.

School News
KUNUNURRA

DERBY

The Happening
Place
By Frank Birrell
Holy Rosary School, Derby has been very busy with the
commencement of a new school term and the appointment of a new
Principal, Mr Brendon Lawlor. The school community warmly
welcomed Brendon who hails from the Central Highlands of Victoria
and comes to the
school with great
enthusiasm and plenty
of experience.
T h e Ye a r 5
students at Holy
Rosary School were
keen participants in
the Bush Poets
Breakfast which is one
of the main events of
the annual Boab
Festival in Derby. To
the great delight of
everyone at the school
Curtley Hunter won
the Junior Poets’
competition with his
A very proud Curtley Hunter with his certificates on
poem The Myal Creek
winning the Junior Poets’ Competition.
Saga.
Photo: F Birrell.
Another important
event during the Boab
Festival was the Float
Parade. The PrePrimary class with
their teachers, Miss
Joan and Miss Lesley,
decided to enter a float
entitled “The Little
Angels”. The judges
gave them the encouragement award of
$100.
As can be seen,
life at Holy Rosary
School is humming
along and the staff and
students are looking
towards a bright
future.

Stop the Toad
By Mrs Carol Geurts
Fifty students from St Joseph’s School in Kununurra performed their
story – Stop the Toad at the National Wakakirri Story Dance Festival in
Perth on Thursday 3rd August. Through their dance the students drew
attention to the Cane Toad problem which is on the doorstep of the East
Kimberley. The dance cleverly highlighted the terrible destruction that
these introduced amphibians can have on our Kimberley environment.
The students were awarded three gold ratings and three silver ratings
by the judges. There is every likelihood that they will be in the National
Finals. What an achievement! The talented students from Year 1 to 7
came to realize the “dream” of being on stage after hours of rehearsals.
Many fundraising events were held to finance the production. Everyone
involved is most appreciative of the efforts of sponsors, parents and carers
who tirelessly supported the events. The visit to Perth was the first time
many of the children had been to Perth and also the first time they had
performed live on stage.
Congratulations to all involved in the production. Well done!

PLEASE REMEMBER
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
THE KIMBERLEY IN YOUR WILL
A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome
for the religious, educational and charitable works
of the Church allows funds to be applied
where the need is greatest.
❑

❑

❑

I would like more information
about remembering the
Church in my will.
I have already included the
Church in my will and wish to
have this noted.
I would like to be contacted for a
confidential talk about my will,
or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Please mail
coupon to:
The Finance Officer,
Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76,
Broome WA 6725
Tel: (08) 9192 1060
or
Fax: (08) 9192 2136

Name:__________________________________________________________________
Address:
Even little angels get tired.
Photo: F Birrell.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

ABN 37 040 099 127
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Parish News
BROOME

KUNUNURRA

Aboriginal Sunday

Newly Baptised

The first Sunday in July is set
aside in the Church Calendar in
Australia as Aboriginal Sunday. A
commemorative day to honour the
indigenous people of this nation.
A large crowd attended the

Aboriginal Sunday Mass in Our
Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in
Broome. The procession was led
by parishioners carrying the
Australian, Aboriginal, and Torres
Strait Islander flags.

By Sr Robyn McNamara RSJ
Four members of the Gerard family were baptized at St Vincent Pallotti
Catholic Church in Kununurra recently. Alfred Gerard and his two sons,
Dean and Billy-Joe and little daughter Sandi-Anne were received into the
Church.

Photo: A Hayden.

MIRRILINGKI
SPIRITUALITY
CENTRE CALLING
Mirrilingki is looking for volunteers
For 1 September to 10 December 2006.

This is a chance for people to experience
life in community in the Australian outback,
contributing to the ministry of Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre.
Volunteers are needed who are willing and able to do
ordinary things with flair and enthusiasm.
If you wish to know more, please visit our website

www.users.bigpond.com/mirrilingki
If you would like to be part of our community
please ring Sister Nellie Versluys RSJ on
(08) 9168 7884 and/or
fill in the application form on our website.
Mirrilingki is a cross-cultural Catholic centre which seeks to promote
formation in ministry and personal development across the Church of the
Kimberley in the spirit of National Reconciliation.
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Pentecost Celebrations
By Sr Robyn McNamara RSJ
Women from the Mirima Community performed a traditional dance at
Mass at St Vincent Pallotti Church in Kununurra to celebrate Pentecost
Sunday. Fr. Mark and the people from Wyndham joined the Kununurra
parish community for the celebration which was followed by a BBQ.

Parish News
LA GRANGE – BIDYADANGA

Visit to Remote Communities
By Fr Emil Ciecierega SDS
There are three remote Communities in the Great Sandy Desert, south of
Bidyadanga which are located within the boundaries of the La Grange
Bidyadanga Parish. They are Punmu (about 800 km from Bidyadanga
following the main road), Kunawarritji also called Well 33 (about 200 km
east of Punmu) and Parnngurr which is also known as Cotton Creek
(about 200 – 300km from Punmu depending which track you follow). The
population of each Community is about 100 – 150 people. La Grange
–Bidyandanga parish Priest, Fr Emil Ciecierega tries to visit the
Communities three times a year. He says it has been a very interesting
experience meeting the people there who have close family connections
with families in Bidyadanga. Staying with the families in these remote
locations has broadened his understanding of the life and culture of these
friendly and welcoming people.

Sharing some lunch on the road (literally) from Parnngurr to Punmu. From the left:
Cilia Bennett, Fey Dean and Sally Nani (Liki).

A big crowd at the Celebration of the Eucharist under the setting
sun in Kunawarritji.

Enjoying freshly cooked meat of a wild cat ( 50 km from Punmu). From the left:
Minyawu, Nancy Miller, Fr Emil,Djigardu, Muni and Mandred.

On the road to Parnngurr we “stumbled across” an enormous emu.
It took three strong ladies: Djarie Minyadi, Kathy Thomas and Bambi Meribida to
carry it to the car.
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Priestly Profile
In each edition of the Kimberley Community Profile a priest of the Diocese
is profiled. This month FR. ANSCAR McPHEE Parish Priest – Our Lady of
the Assumption Church, Kalumburu is featured.
1. When did you arrive in
the Kimberley and where did
you come from immediately
before arriving?
Prior to coming to the
Kimberley I was at the Benedictine
Abbey at New Norcia which is
about 130 kms from Perth in the
wheatbelt of WA I first came up to
Kalumburu for a visit in 1981 and
then came back again in 1982.
During 1982/83 I did a course in
Rome and returned to Kalumburu
at the beginning of 1984 and have
been here ever since.

2. What places have you
been posted to and what
positions have you held in
the Diocese?
In 1993 I was asked to be the
Parish Priest of the whole area of
Our Lady of the Assumption Parish
including Kalumburu, Gibb River,
Mt. Elizabeth and Mt. Barnett. I
also spent seven months at Beagle
Bay and Lombadina on the
Dampier Peninsula.

3. What are your current
duties
The duties of running a parish
are many and varied and at
Kalumburu include daily Mass and
pastoral duties such as being
available to the Community,
teaching catechism, looking after
the Mission staff and the
Benedictine Sisters. Other duties

include being Curator of the
Kalumburu Mission Museum,
welcoming tourists, involvement
in rock art and the preservation of
historical
memorabilia and
gardening.

Aboriginal
Catholic Ministry
Mrs Elsie Heiss from the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry in Sydney
pictured with Bishop Saunders, Chairman of the Australian Catholic
Social Justice Council. Thye are at the Church of the Reconciliation
at La Perouse, Sydney in front of Stations of the Cross painted by
aboriginal artist Richard Campbell.

4. What are the things
that you most enjoy about
working in the Kimberley?
I enjoy working with people
and exploring among the rocks and
gorges around Kalumburu. I also
enjoy sharing Aboriginal culture
with visitors to the Mission.

5. What things about the
Church and the people of the
Kimberley give you hope for
the future?
My experience of the presence
of God in the Aboriginal scene and
my certainty of His great love for
them. Also having people around
me who would give their lives for
their friends - the Aboriginal
people.

6. What are the things that
challenge you the most in
your ministry?

ORDER FORM

KIMBERLEY CHURCH
LOGO CAPS

The effort to inspire people to
be disposed to God’s grace.

7. What is the one thing you
would like to see changed in
the Kimberley?
The Aboriginal people
becoming financially independent
of the Government and becoming
responsible for their own future.

Please send me ____ caps @ $12.00 (inclusive of postage and GST)
(Please indicate number and type of cap required).

❏ Black cap with red trim

❏ Plain black (no trim)

❏ Plain dark blue (no trim) and

❏ Cream cap with black peak

Cheque for $__________ enclosed.
Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Telephone : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Please forward this form to:
The Diocese of Broome, PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Ph: (08) 9192 1060 Fax: (08) 9192 2136

Fr Anscar McPhee with some of the treasures at the Kalumburu Mission
Museum. Photo: CAS.

The caps are also available from the Diocesan Office
at 13 Barker Street, Broome.
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The talented students from Sr Joseph’s School in Kununurra have realized the
dream of being on stage after participating in the National Wakakirri Story Dance
Festival in Perth.
030806

Newly-weds Naomi Pigram and Aaron Panaia (far right) together with Stephen
Pigram the Bride’s father and Bishop Saunders gather on the steps of Our Lady
Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome with Agnes Pigram – matriarch of the Pigram
clan and now deceased. It was a momentous family occasion. We wish the young
couple every blessing for their future.
130506

Bishop Saunders addresses the farewell gathering for the Pallottines and Fr
McKelson at Notre Dame University Broome campus. (l to r) Gavin Greaves, Sr Jill
O’Brien, Fr Kevin McKelson and Bishop Saunders. Photo: N Baker.
020706

Children from St Joseph’s School in Wyndham get into the spirit of the Grand Prix
at a Go-Karts Complex during their school camp to Darwin last term.
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DESIGN BY RED LOGIC DESIGN, BROOME W.A. 6725

Francis Fernandez cooks damper for the children from John Pujajangka Piyirn
Catholic School at Mulan during their visit to Tjalywarn to celebrate the Feast of
John the Baptist.

