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Editorial

The price of calling
Australia home
A young couple with three children want to make a home for
themselves in Broome.. The husband was born in Broome and his
wife has been here for some years. They are a two-income family
and yet they cannot afford to build in Broome. Indeed, in the present
over-inflated market place they cannot afford even a small block of
land. They are typical of the new group in today’s Kimberley society
being marginalized by the effects of a booming economy and cashedup competition from hungry speculators. Broome has become a new
capital for the rich while the poor, and even those not deemed to be
poor but rather comfortable, are pushed to one side.
Signs of a property boom are appearing also in Derby, once
considered a place where young couples might get a head start in pursuit
of the Australian dream – a grassed block, a three bedroom home and
enough room to stoke the barbecue on weekends. In Kununurra land
values and house values have soared to unprecedented proportions as
the expanding mining and tourism industries source homes for their
new found employees. In Halls Creek and Fitzroy Crossing townsite
land is quite simply in short supply and that state of affairs shows little
sign of abating.
Strangely enough, one major player in the Kimberley-wide boom,
the tourist industry, continues to be supported by growth-gurus even
though quite clearly it is time to cool the economic frenzy and bring the
market place off the boil. Infrastructure in Broome struggles to cope
with the demands created by visitors. One month alone this year 40,000
people were airlifted into the pearling town - many of them on package
deals staying at a variety of resorts each of which provide employment
thus further increasing the demand for land and homes. To put it simply
– the town is at bursting point and something drastic needs to happen.
In Broome the average price for a house is said to be $450,000 but
this figure is misleading. The inclusion of one bedroom flats and small
(split dwellings) in the equation brings the average price down
considerably. In fact, families in need of three and four bedroom homes
can expect to pay upwards of $650,000 if they can find anything
available and the prospects of reasonable rents have long gone by the
economic wayside.
There needs now to be a particular and appropriate management
policy on housing and land development that takes into account the
needs of first-home buyers and those needs of the people who will
always be customers of public housing. The Government is a key
stake-holder in the quest for affordable housing and must address
itself to issues such as the exorbitant cost of real estate development
and the burden of stamp duty. Bringing the price of land down must
be seen to be benefiting those in need and not those pursuing greed.
The percentage of blocks in any new development set aside for the
poor and ‘the comfortable’ has to be radically increased. Land is an
asset of the community that cannot afford to be left solely in the
hands of common unscrupulous capitalists. The alternative is the
status quo and there-in compounded misery for young couples
seeking to strike out on their own.
Just to add injury to injury, the Broome Shire Council has
announced a 7.7% increase in rates – that totals a 21% increase in three
years. As if struggling young home owners haven’t enough to bear with
rising interest rates they now have to contend with extra costs in
realizing their dream of somewhere they can call home.
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You will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses. (Acts 1:8)
Through the WYD08 experience, young people from throughout the
world will make a pilgrimage in faith, meet, and experience hospitality
and the love of God. The young
people will have an opportunity to
rediscover their baptismal calling and
the centrality of the sacraments of the
Eucharist and reconciliation, and so
discover a new apostolic zeal to
witness more fully the Gospel in the
modern world.
More information from the
World Youth Day website
http://www.wyd2008.org
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COVER PHOTO: Post and rail yards on a deserted
cattle station in the East Kimberley. Photo: CAS.
Psalm 143:5-6
I remember the days gone by; I think about all
you have done, I bring to mind all your deeds.
I lift up my hands to you in prayer; like dry
ground my soul is thirsty for you.

Briefly Speaking

Michael Parola. Photo: J Grimson.

Photo: J Grimson

Photo: J Grimson.

FR WAYNE BENDOTTI, Parish
Priest of Narrogin in the wheatbelt
area of WA, spent a few weeks in
Broome in late August 2006. Fr
Wayne, having enjoyed his annual
leave here in 2005, returned this
year to soak up more of Broome’s
warmer weather.

JOINING THE DIOCESAN
STAFF in mid October is Erica
Bernard. Erica is presently on the
staff of the Catholic Education
Office, Broome. She will take on
the role of co-ordinating the Youth
Ministry for the Diocese focusing
on World Youth Day 2008.
Welcome Erica!

Photo: J Grimson.
HAVING SPENT 8 1/2 YEARS in
Broome, Tim Conway, has headed
south to Geraldton where his wife,
Dr Barbara Jarrad, has taken up a
position at Geraldton Hospital.
Tim has been President of the St
Vincent de Paul Conference here in
Broome for the past 5 years. We
thank him for his valued support
and wish him well.

Kieren Wilson. Photo: J Grimson.

Photo: Courtesy Pallottine Fathers.
FR JOE KEARNEY, of the
Pallottines and a familiar face in
the Kimberley, provided supply for
Fr Emil in La Grange Bidyadanga
Parish during the month of
September. Fr Joe recently celebrated a very significant milestone
- 60 years of Priesthood. He was
ordained in St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Melbourne by Bishop Daniel
Mannix on 28 July 1946. Congratulations Fr Joe!

KIEREN WILSON from Sydney
and Michael Parola of Mt Lawley
are two of the young medical
students who visited Broome as
part of the University of Notre
D a m e ’s R e m o t e A r e a H e a l t h
placement program. Both these
young men are qualified nurses
who have now decided on a career
path in medicine. The Diocese
provided accommodation for
Kieren and Michael during their
weekend stay in Broome. We wish
them well in their studies and may
see them back here serving the
community at some time.

Photo: J Grimson.
PAT AND TONY SPENCER, volunteers at Kalumburu Mission in the
late eighties, were recently in Broome visiting their cousin, Merle
Higgins. While in town Pat and Tony caught up with friends and took in
some of the tourist venues. Before heading home to Lesmurdie they
stopped in at the Diocesan Office for a chat.
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Caritas
From Fr Emil Ciecierega, SDS, Diocesan Director

Crisis in the Middle East – Appeal Launched
Bishop Christopher Saunders
launched the Middle East Peace
Appeal in Broome on Sunday 13
August 2006 on behalf of Caritas
Australia.
Caritas Australia is supporting
its partners, Caritas Lebanon and
Caritas Jerusalem, in delivering
vital emergency aid and assistance
to the millions of people who have
been displaced in the Middle East.
The Catholic community’s support
of people affected by the Middle
East Crisis allows Caritas to assist
the many who have been affected
by this conflict. Already more than
700 people have been killed, most
of these are civilians and over a
quarter of them are children.
Caritas Australia’s partner
agencies are some of the few
groups active on the ground. The
ongoing conflict has restricted
large mobilisations of aid, yet
organisations like Caritas Lebanon,
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which have more than 4000
volunteers throughout the country,
have been able to deliver
assistance because of their close
church and community links.
In Lebanon, the worst affected
area, up to one million people have
been forced from their homes and
are currently seeking temporary
shelter. In many areas water has
been cut off due to the bombing of
power stations, food is in short
supply and there is a drastic need
for medical supplies.
In Gaza more than 1.3 million
people are affected by the ongoing
conflict. Many that have fled
require temporary housing and like
the ones that remain, food, water
and medical supplies are in short
supply. Throughout Israel hundreds
of thousands of families are also
affected.
Your support for this appeal is
encouraged. Donations may be made
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through the Diocesan Office, 13
Barker St, (PO Box 76) Broome WA
6725 or direct to Caritas Australia,

19 MacKenzie St, North Sydney
NSW 2060. Cheques are to be made
payable to Caritas Australia.

Caritas Lebanon volunteers assist with food distribution.
Photo: Courtesy of Caritas Liban.

Viewpoint
By Bishop Christopher Saunders

From little things… to a living faith
Until somebody comes along with
a better idea the Parish remains as
the basic unit of any particular
Church such as the Kimberley
Mission. Creating the notion of
parish in remote areas is problematic while priests continue to
travel large distances and visit
some settlements only periodically.
Some parishes cover a variety of
geographical areas and encompass
many congregations with distinct
languages and divergent needs.
Just the same, the Parish still
remains as the unit that most
defines the Church in any area and
serves the people best albeit the
only way we know how.
Despite any perceived problems
and real challenges, solutions to
Parish-building questions remain
the concern of the Parish Community and their Bishop. As Bishop
my influence on the ground is to a
significant degree dependant on the
generous and receptive nature of
the priests and people. No doubt
vitality in the field will depend on
the energy and attitude of not only
the priest but also that of the people
he serves. Some priests are capable
of energizing and encouraging –
and some less so. Some parishioners are easily moved to see
themselves as part of the Parish
while others apparently are interested in only what they can take.
An indolent priest is an obstacle to
parish-building and is in good
company with the unimaginative
and the contrary. A self-indulgent
parishioner cannot make the
sacrifices necessary to build a
parish or to support its vital
activities. In such instances the
ground has dried up, drought has
fallen over the land and the faith
cannot flower in abundance.
This state of affairs varies from
o n e l o c a t i o n t o a n o t h e r. T h e
drought persists and deepens in one
place while in another there are
glimpses of ‘green-pick’ – the early
regrowth that brings joy to the

faces of pastoralists in our country.
Sometimes you have to look for the
‘green-pick’, and sometimes it is
strikingly more obvious.
One parish in the Kimberley
now has a functioning Parish
Council where I had almost given
up hope of seeing one develop in
my life-time. More importantly,
the Council is addressing itself to
some of the issues that ought to
concern Parish Councils. It has
resisted the temptation to bury
itself in lamington drives and
incessant cups of weak tea and is
facing deliberately the challenges
of evangelization in their town in
their time. From little things big
things grow.
I wonder if this might be part of
the problem in ‘drought affected’
areas. We can become too anxious
to see results quickly and think too
big. Small realizable goals,
manageable steps along the way,
are more in order and seem
infinitely better than doing nothing.
Living parishes begin with
small steps. The first step is to
walk away from being comfortable.
The comfortable life-style stands in
stark contrast to the demands of the
Gospel. The second step is to build
relationships. Without connections
and real communication there is
only a limited way we can travel on
the pathways to building a parish
community. The third step is to
become immersed in an appropriate prayer life – scripture based,
open and inclusive, welcoming and
embracing. The fourth step is a
combination of appropriate formation and community development.
It may mean addressing the needs
of a few or the needs of the larger
group or the entire Parish. Much
will depend on what is possible and
on what is pressing. The fifth step
revolves around worship, public
worship. Sunday need not be the
only time in the week that gives us
cause for vital and meaningful
celebration. Today’s issues that are

affecting peoples lives are well
suited to be drawn into our

liturgical expression.
From little things big things grow.

Saint News

St Francis of Assisi
Feastday: October 4
Born at Assisi in Umbria, in 1181, Francis is considered the founder of
all Franciscan orders and the patron saint of animals, ecologists and
merchants. He died on October 4, 1226 at the age of 45.
This prayer for peace is attributed to St Francis of Assisi…
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Vatican Dossier
Taken from ZENIT - The World Seen From Rome

Christ Called
Sinner to Follow
Him, Says Pope
VATICAN CITY, AUG. 30, 2006 (Zenit.org)

It's not necessary to be a saint to
be called to follow Christ, says
Benedict XVI.
The Holy Father presents the
example of St. Matthew, a tax
collector who was invited by
Christ to be one of his 12 Apostles.
"This meant for him abandoning everything, especially a sure
source of income, though often
unjust and dishonorable," said the
Pope.

"Obviously Matthew understood that familiarity with Jesus
did not allow him to continue with
activities disapproved of by God,"
added the Pontiff.
The Pontiff quoted Jesus'
words of 2000 years ago, which
are equally important today: "If
you would be perfect, go, sell what
you possess and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, follow me"
(Matthew 19:21).
"This is precisely what
Matthew did: He rose and followed
him! In this 'rising' one can see the
detachment from a situation of sin
and, at the same time, the
conscious adherence to a new life,
upright, in communion with
Jesus," said the Pope.
No exclusions.
Jesus' call to Matthew is
particularly significant, the Holy
Father said, if one takes into
account that tax collectors were
regarded, in the historical context in
which Jesus lived, as public sinners.
"There is a fact that calls
attention: Jesus excludes no one
from his friendship," stated the
Bishop of Rome.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Bishop Christopher Saunders, who celebrated
30 years of ordination to the Priesthood on 28 August 2006
Fr Bernard Amah, Beagle Bay Parish,
18 years of Priesthood on 20 August 2006
Fr Paul Boyers of Derby Parish,
27 years a Priest on 1 September 2006
Fr Mark Connolly of Wyndham Parish,
38 years ordained on 21 September 2006
6
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New Archbishop for
Canberra and Goulburn
Bishop Mark Coleridge, an Auxiliary Bishop from Melbourne, was
installed as the new Archbishop
for the nation’s capital on 17
August 2006.
He succeeds Archbishop
Francis Carroll who has been
Archbishop there since 1983.
We wish Archbishop Coleridge
every blessing for the years
ahead in his apostolate and we
extend our good wishes and
prayers for Archbishop Carroll
in his retirement.
Archbishop Mark Coleridge with his
mother, Marjorie, following the
installation. Photo: Courtesy of
Catholic Voice, Canberra.

Catholic Mission
By Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

Take an active part
in World Mission
Day 2006!
By Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director
World Mission Day 2006 is just around the corner - 22 October. The
theme for this year is ‘Life for All’. One thing that we can all agree
on is that today the world needs to hear a message that proclaims
‘Life for All’. It is enough to turn on the TV or radio, read
newspapers and all you hear about is terrorism, wars and killings in
many parts of the world including in our own society.
In the midst of all this mess the mission of the Church is to
proclaim the message of life. ‘Life for All’ is a chance for all of us to
reflect on how generously we can offer our time and resources to our
brothers and sisters who are being marginalised.
You can support Catholic Mission's vision of Life for All through
its actions for proclaiming Life for All. Actions for proclaiming the
message of life are a crucial part of proclaiming Jesus in our world
today and a means of achieving our vision - Life for All.
‘I have come so that they may have life and life to the full.’ This
particular mission of bringing the message of Life for All is not only
for Catholic Mission. It is the mission of all people, from all walks
of life. Consider giving life to someone!
This work of proclaiming Life for All would not be possible
without your support in action and prayers. Catholic Mission invites
you to take part in special actions to bring Life for All. To make a
donation please contact Fr Daniel Chama, Catholic Mission Director,
Diocese of Broome, PO Box 151, Broome WA 6725, or ring 9193
5888 or visit www.catholicmission.org.au.

Historical building
destroyed in fire
Built in 1913~From this…

to this… in just minutes.

Photo: G Holland.
The old St John of God Sisters’ Convent at Lombadina-Djarandjin was
destroyed in a fierce fire on 5 August 2006. The building was constructed
in a local bush architectural style with hand-hewn timbers and boards cut
in a saw pit. Pallottine Brothers and local people erected the building in
1913. For everyone involved this tragedy is a huge loss but for the sake
of history and future generations its going is a major calamity. The
building was in disrepair awaiting a grant from the Heritage Council.
Previous applications to other funding organizations has been refused.

Photo: G Holland.

From the Office of Justice,
Ecology & Peace
By Br Shane Wood, CFC

More on Remote
Communities
Last month I alerted our readers to
the possibility that the Commonwealth Government was moving to
set in motion a policy that would
see the ‘forced’ removal of
Indigenous people from their small
land holdings throughout the
Kimberley over a period of time,
and the settlement of the remaining members of families from
these places in town centres like
Halls Creek, Fitzroy Crossing,
Broome, Derby and Kununurra.
Apart from the lack of understanding of or just sheer determination to ignore the past history of
forced removals and the more
recent history of the reasons for the
granting of these lands to
Aboriginal people, there are
practical considerations about how
these towns will cope with the
increased demand for services,
shelter and employment. After a
little searching on ‘the net’ I was
able to find a paper from the
Centre for Aboriginal Economic
Policy Research by J.C. Altman
who is the Director of the Centre.
The paper is entitled In Search
of an Outstations Policy for
Indigenous Australians and can be
found on the ANU website at
http://www.anu.edu.au/caepr/
under Working Papers.
One of the points that he makes
in relation to the change of policy
is that much of the debate about the
change has been happening ‘in
secret’. Altman says that the
discussion needs to be ‘informed,
transparent and evidenced-based’.
His organization has made some
attempt to provide some of this
evidence through academic
research. Even though much of

this research is focused on
outstations in the Northern
Territory, it seems to me that many
of the comments he makes could
be equally valid for remote
communities in the Kimberley.
Some of the more important
points he makes include the
following:
• There has not been sufficient
research done before the
change of policy direction
• The policy seems to be focused
on the places where people live
rather than on the people
themselves and their habits of
settlement
• Many Aboriginal people move
frequently between outstations
and other settlements already
• Viability in the context of these
places is a complex reality
• The current policy direction
seems to ignore Aboriginal
aspiration for decentralization
for both cultural and social
reasons
• Research would indicate that
these smaller settlements
actually provide better livelihood opportunities for Aboriginal people than large towns
I am still waiting for a response
from the Commonwealth Minister
and have also addressed some
questions to the State Minister. I
am sure that there will be more of
this story in the future. The recent
changes to the Northern Territory
Land Rights Act indicate that we
are in for some more practical
expressions of the ‘quiet revolution
in Indigenous affairs’ spoken of by
the then Minister, Amanda
Vanstone in February last year.

OCTOBER 2006 • KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE •

7

Kimberley Kitchen
A recipe from Moya’s Kitchen

Jim and Moya Bruce are
volunteers in Balgo
assisting Fr Matthew
Digges in and around the
Parish. Jim and Moya
have been married 47
years and have four
children along with
several grandchildren and
great grand-children.
Originally from Wales they
emigrated to Australia in 1969.
Moya’s own parents, married 66
years, still live in Wales in the
home they moved to in 1947. After
completing their term as volunteers
in Balgo, Jim and Moya will return
to their home in Toodyay. The
word from Fr Matthew, and others,
is that Moya looks after visitors to
the region very well indeed!
This is a hearty meal and is one
of Jim’s all-time favourites!

Moya’s Meat Pie
Ingredients
500g lean minced beef
1 large onion – sliced
2 carrots – thinly sliced
1 beef stock cube
1 tablespoon Gravox
Pepper to taste

Pastry
2 cups Self Raising Flour
100g margarine
1
/2 cup very cold water
Pinch of salt
Set oven temperature at 180˚C.
Fry onion until brown, add
mince and cook for about 10
minutes stirring all the time. Add
carrots, then pepper to taste.
Dissolve stock cube in 11/2 cups hot
water and add to mixture. Bring to
the boil and simmer for about 45

minutes. Add more water
if necessary.
Mix Gravox in 1 cup
of cold water and add to
pan; cook for a further 15
minutes until mixture
thickens. Turn off heat
and leave to cool for about
30 minutes.

Pastry
Sift flour and salt, add
margarine and mix until it
resembles bread crumbs.
Add water and mix with a Moya in the kitchen of the Parish House in
fork (add a little extra Balgo. Photo: J Bruce.
water if mixture looks too
prick all over with a fork. Brush
dry).
Divide mixture in half. Roll with milk and cook for about 30 –
out pastry on a floured board and 35 minutes until golden brown.
Serve hot with potatoes, gravy
place in a greased pie dish. Add
and
mixed vegetables. (or Jim’s
mince and cover with the second
favourite
– hot chips!)
sheet of pastry. Flute the edge,

Wonders of the Kimberley
A glimpse at its unique environment by Brian Kane
Imagine being given the task by
the Creator at the beginning of
time to design 3500 bird species
for our world. This task would
also require that the birds be made
as varied and colourful as
possible, and be placed in a
suitable environment for their
individual survival needs. On
reflection, this would indeed be a
daunting task.
Australia has a wonderful
diversity of 750 bird species to
delight us and half of these species
can be found in the Kimberley.
Even in our darkest moments the
sound of these joyful birds can lift
our spirits.
It has been recognized in more
recent times just how important
the Kimberley coast is for over
two million feathered tourists who
arrive each year in late August
from the northern hemisphere.
These migratory birds are
8

protected along their flyways by
bilateral agreements between
countries.
Once in the Kimberley over
forty species of shorebirds or
‘waders’ as they are called, double
their body weight by feasting on
the rich variety of food provided
by the tidal mudflats.
After a six month stay in
Australia, the wading birds begin
to change colour in March, a sure
sign that they are about to fly back
to such places as China and
Siberia to breed. The journey of
6,000 kilometres takes about 4
days and is aided enormously by
the change in wind direction at
this time of the year. Interestingly,
the departure of these large flocks
of birds has been tracked by
weather radar.
One of nature’s miracles, the
red necked stint, is the smallest
migratory wader. It is tiny enough
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to fit into a teacup, yet in its
lifetime it flies further than the
distance between the earth and the
moon.
The team at the Broome Bird
Observatory has learnt much in
the last 20 years about the
migratory waders by its cannon
netting programme and from the

Red-Necked Stint. Photo: K Roberts.

tagging of thousands of birds.
Birds play a major role in our
ecosystems and we would do well
to ensure their protection for the
future.
Further information: BK’s
Kimberley nature website:
http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.
edu.au/home/nature/aaopen.html

Catholic Education Office

Mathematics
in Action
By Claire Kelly, K-7 Curriculum Consultant
Matt Skoss, a specialist Numeracy Teacher from NT, visited schools in
Wyndham, Kununurra, Beagle Bay and Broome working with children
and staff as part of the ASISTM Project – Afternoon IT with Remote
Schools. His presentation included a video conferencing session
engaging teachers from the four Kimberley schools and demonstration
lessons within the classrooms as well as formal and informal meetings
around best practice Mathematics teaching and learning.
The
ASISTM
Project was set up to
create a learning
community of remote
teaching staff who
would interact with
each other and be lead
through professional
development relating
to Mathematics. This
year, teachers from
across the Kimberley
have been engaged in
video conferencing
and professional deve- Maureen Farrell, Numeracy Coordinator at St
lopment in First Steps Joseph’s Wyndham lends a hand to some pre primary
Numeracy, as part of children. Photo: C Kelly.
the project.
All thirteen Catholic schools within the Kimberley are committed to
implementing strong numeracy programs for the children in our care.
Staff are committed to interacting with students to find out the skills they
have, and then planning
accordingly to build upon
these skills. There is also a
commitment to planning
and providing creative,
stimulating and openended tasks, so that
students are able to work at
a learning level appropriate
to their mathematical
needs.
Matt’s trip around the
Kimberley certainly provided a fantastic showcase
of the talent and drive of
our Kimberley schools and
our dedicated teachers,
who are providing fantastic
opportunities for our kids
in learning Mathematics.

WA Innovative Teacher
of the Year
By Claire Kelly, K-7 Curriculum Consultant
Terri VanZetten, Information Communications Technology (ICT)
specialist teacher at St Mary’s Broome has been named the Microsoft
Innovative Teacher of the Year for Western Australia.
Terri, a Tassie girl, taught in Port Hedland before joining the team at
St Mary’s Broome in 2004. Over the last three years Terri has worked
energetically to promote the development of ICT skills of both teachers
and children at St Mary’s. She has been instrumental in the use and
development of ICT across many Kimberley schools, and recently
supported the production of a DVD promoting teaching in Kimberley
schools, which was presented at the Catholic Primary Principals’
Conference.
Terri will travel to the Australian Computing Conference in Cairns
later this year where she will have the opportunity to share her work in
the Kimberley with teachers from all sectors right across Australia.
Next year, as the WA Innovative Teacher, Terri will also travel
overseas to share her expertise in ICT at conferences to be held in
Cambodia and Singapore.
Congratulations Terri! We are so proud to have such fabulous
teachers working within our Kimberley Catholic Schools.

Children from St Mary’s College being lead by Terri in an ICT demonstration at
Broome Boulevard to promote Catholic Education Week. Photo: L. Gogijn.

Robyn Johnson, a pre-primary student of St Joseph’s Wyndham, looking very
pleased with his display. Photo: C Kelly.
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WKFA Team plays
in Melbourne
By Tony Delaney
The West Kimberley Football Academy recently embarked on a footy
trip to Melbourne to play a few games against some quality opposition
in Xavier College, Box Hill Senior High and Camberwell Grammar.

University of Notre Dame

Studying law
now a reality in
Broome
By Mike Doyle.

Kevin Sheedy, Coach of Essendon, has a few words with the boys from Broome.
Photo: B Winfield.

The University of Notre Dame
Broome Campus has taken another
giant leap forward with the
announcement it will extend its
range of courses to include Law
from next year.
The Broome Campus will
establish the first two years of its
existing Bachelor of Laws (LLB)
program in 2007 and 2008.
Students will then be able to
complete the final two years at the
Fremantle Campus.
Recently appointed Deputy
Vice Chancellor of the Broome
Campus, Sister Sonia Wagner sgs,
said the decision was another
positive one for the region.
“It demonstrates the University’s commitment to the Kim-

berley region and indigenous
higher education, and our
determination to further expand
and develop our Campus of
Reconciliation,” said Sister Sonia.
Notre Dame’s Dean of Law,
Professor Michael Gillooly, said
bringing Law to Broome was a
very exciting project.
“Not only will the program
provide a unique opportunity for
students in the Kimberley to study
Law, but Fremantle students will
also be able to incorporate a stint in
Broome within the framework of
their degree,” Mr Gillooly said.
“The program offers wonderful scope for cross cultural interchange”.

Bradley Angus, awarded ‘Best and Fairest for the team from Broome, takes time out
to enjoy the snowfields. Photo: B Winfield.
The boys put in a great effort over the three games but
unfortunately couldn’t get over the line against the much bigger and
older opposition. There were many top performers for the West
Kimberley boys with St Mary’s Bradley Angus topping the votes for
the trip closely followed by Sonny Dann and Josh Sibosado of St
Mary’s and Daine Heart from Broome Senior High.
Some other highlights of the trip included a day trip to the
snowfields for some snowboarding, a talk from Essendon coach Kevin
Sheedy and a couple of AFL games at both the MCG and Telstra
Dome.
Well done to all the boys for the way they conducted themselves
both on and off the field while in Melbourne.
10
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Dean of Law, Michael Gillooly and Deputy Vice Chancellor, Sister Sonia Wagner are
excited about introducing Law to the Broome Campus from 2007. Photo: M Doyle.

University of Notre Dame

Medical Students visit
the Broome Campus
By Mike Doyle.

Fr Frank Brennan visits
Notre Dame Campus
By Mike Doyle.
The University of Notre Dame’s
Broome Campus welcomed
Father Frank Brennan SJ to the
campus on 28 August 2006.
The Jesuit priest, lawyer and
long time advocate for Indigenous people is widely known
for his writing and speaking on
matters of law, religion and
politics. Aboriginal issues, civil
liberties, asylum seekers, human
rights and social justice have all
been the focus of his attention in
recent times. He is associated
with both Australian Catholic
University and Notre Dame in
the area of legal studies.
His visit to Notre Dame
coincided with the official

announcement just three days
before his arrival, of the
beginning of its new Law
Course in 2007.
During his 13 day visit to the
Kimberley Fr Frank participated
in a round-table discussion with
staff on what it means to be a
campus of reconciliation.
He also attended a combined
Aboriginal
Studies
and
Theology tutorial and addressed
a gathering at a public lecture
entitled ‘Sharing the Country’.
On arrival at the campus Fr
Frank said he was looking
forward to meeting everyone
and discussing some of the
important issues in the region.

Fremantle student Tim Bint was one of many people to enjoy some of the fine food
on offer during the Medical students’ farewell barbecue. Photo: M Doyle.
The University of Notre Dame
Broome Campus held a barbecue
on August 27 to bid farewell to its
visiting medical students from the
Fremantle Campus.
Seventy-nine students from the
School of Medicine spent three
nights in Broome as part of a North
West visit designed to give them
valuable experience working in
remote locations.
As part of the 17 day Remote
Area Health Placement, the
students packed in a busy schedule
visiting Carnarvon, Port Hedland,
and Broome.
The barbecue, held on the
Campus grounds, gave them a
much needed rest before they set
off to Derby and some of the
region’s remote communities.
Having all completed a
previous degree before under-

taking Medicine, the mature age
students bring a variety of skills
and life experiences to the course.
The School of Medicine’s
mission is to graduate doctors who
want to work in areas of unmet
need and it is hoped the first hand
experience will give them the
inspiration to return to the region
once they graduate.
The barbecue also provided an
opportunity for both Notre Dame
Broome and Fremantle to thank the
many people who kindly helped
with billeting students.
Broome Notre Dame Executive
Director, Gavin Greaves, personally thanked the billets for their
generosity during the town’s
busiest time and also acknowledged the visiting students, who he
said, had been a pleasure to have
around the campus.

Executive Director Gavin Greaves, Fr Frank Brennan and Theology coordinator
Carmel Posa enjoy a moment together in the University grounds.
Photo: M Doyle.

OPEN
Monday - Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12noon
And by appointment
26 Clemenston St. Ph 9192 3755
Fax 9192 3766 Mobile 0418 949 881
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Parish News
KALUMBURU

Tourist season
in full swing
The tourist season is in full swing at Kalumburu and the Mission’s motel
and camping areas are full to capacity. Nick McCabe and Rick O’Shea
are busy building a new leach drain.

Renovating
the Mission
Office
Denis Walker, one of the
volunteers at Kalumburu, is seen
here making much needed
renovations to the Mission office.

Photo: LZ.

New transport for
Sister Schollie
Photo: BZ.

Sr Schollie has put aside her all-terrain quad for a sporty scooter. The
new vehicle, like the old one, is her prime means of transport around the
remote Kalumburu Mission.

Kalumburu festivities

August 15th is the Feast of the Assumption and a major celebration for
Kalumburu. Our Lady of the Assumption has been the patron of the
remote north Kimberley Mission since its foundation by the Benedictines
of New Norcia in 1908.
Bishop Saunders celebrated the Feast Day Mass this year assisted by
Fr Anscar McPhee and Fr Seraphim Sanz.
12
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Photo: LZ.

Parish News
DERBY

HALLS CREEK

Parish and hospital
working together

Classroom Mass

By Sr Mary Scanlon sgs

The classroom at Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School in Yaruman was the
setting for Mass celebrated by Bishop Saunders when he visited there
recently. Yaruman is soon to receive a statue of Our Lady to be placed
near the school, at the heart of the Community.

Recent visitors to the Holy Rosary Parish Op Shop on the lookout for
some specials in the Baby Clothing Department were (L-R) Donna Larry
(Balgo), Sharon Tchooga (Ringer Soak), Lena Fraser (Derby) and Sophie
Moora (Balgo). Donna, Sharon and Sophie, inpatients at Derby Hospital,
finished off their shopping trip with afternoon tea in the Parish Centre.
The friendly relationship between the hospital and the parish is
continuing.

Photo: CAS.

School News
Photo: M Scanlon

DJARINDJIN-LOMBADINA

Looma visit

Fun in the pool

By Sr Mary Scanlon sgs

By Geoff Holland

Fr Paul and Sr Mary along with Leena Fraser visited Looma during
August. They spent time meeting and talking with members of the
Community. Fr Paul then said Mass and the comment was made: "Lovely
to share the Holy Sacrament and quiet time in peace with our ‘Ibabla' Father in Heaven.

Photo: G Holland.

(L-R) Robert Barrli Nyunga Mudda, Boody Beega Mungalla Nygenna, Leena Fraser
Nygenna and Anne Pindam Walmjerri were in Looma for Mass and a visit from Fr
Paul and Sr Mary. Photo: M Scanlon.

Mr Geoff’s Year 3,4,5 class from Djarindjin-Lombanina Catholic School
had a great time at Broome Camp School recently. The highlights for the
students were the Croc Farm and the swimming pool and of course the
almost endless supply of tasty food. The time was filled with lots of fresh
air and exercise, interacting with students from Dampier, learning the
importance of teamwork and discovering the wonders that exist in nature.
All the students appeared on the Mary G Show and were given the
opportunity to speak on radio and say hello to their families. Brendan
Chaquebor and Pamela James offered much help.
OCTOBER 2006 • KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE •
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School News
BILLILUNA-KURURRUNGKU

Broome Excursion

Croc Festival in
Halls
Creek

By Val McGrath

By Daniel Felton
Nine Kururrungku CEC secondary students recently attended
the Croc Festival in Halls
Creek. In all, hundreds of
students from twenty two
schools in the Kimberley and
Northern Territory participated Nikita Manson, Suraya Sambo and Nadin
in three days of fun activities Manson Photo: J Manson.
and learning. Students camped
at Halls Creek High School in tents provided by the Australian Army. The
highlight was the amazing performances by the students from about nine
schools who delighted audiences with their originality and dancing
ability. While not performing, our students enjoyed them selves and
attended valuable workshops on health, education and careers.

Junior Dennis Sambo, Waylem Manson and Ashlin Sambo. Photo: J Manson.

Boogie boarding and
swimming at Cable Beach
were the most enjoyable
activities for a group of 19
students from Kururrungku CEC. The students
from the Year 3 to 7
classes stayed at Broome
Camp School during
Week 2 of Term 3. As
well as enjoying the water
each day, the children Photo: L Holden.
played mini golf and did
the low ropes obstacle course and rock climbing at the Camp School.
The London Bus Tour was a great way to see Broome and wave to
the tourists and an early morning camel ride on Cable Beach rated
highly. The children all had fun saying hello to their families back home
at Billiluna via the Mary G show on Radio Goolarri. Perhaps we have
some up and coming DJs amongst our students!!
Watching the crocodiles and learning about them at the Crocodile
Farm was another popular activity. The children also learnt about
migratory birds at the Bird
Observatory, marine creatures at the Aquaculture
Centre and the night skies
from the lawns of the
Camp School and bush
tucker around the Camp
grounds.

Photo: L Holden.

Day trip to Balgo
On Tuesday, 22 August 2006, selected students from the Lower
Primary and Junior Primary classes at Kururrungku Catholic
Education Centre went on a day trip to Balgo.
At Balgo the students visited Warlayirti Art Centre and saw a
number of people painting and saw paintings by family members.
They had lunch at the lookout where the kids were really impressed
with the size of the “Pound”. After that the students visited Nurse
Lauren and Nurse Margaret at the clinic, then went to see the kids at
the Luurnpa School, where their play equipment was tested out and
they read a story to the PP/1 class. It was then a visit to the Police
Station where Sergeant Lindsay and Kelly showed the group around
and everyone had a ride in the police car with lights and sirens going.
The day ended with a stop off at the Parish house for a quiet break
before Father Matt showed the visitors around the church. It was a
great day and all the kids who went look forward to the next day trip.

14
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The Day Trippers at the ‘Pound’ in Balgo. Photo: R Griffiths.

School News
BEAGLE BAY

NAIDOC
Celebrations
By Lynette Geaney
August 28th marked the start of NAIDOC celebrations for
Sacred Heart School, Beagle Bay. Monday started off with
the official NAIDOC Mass – “Children’s voice, shape our
future”. Kazue Bin Jalil welcomed everyone as the one
family of God. “We come to listen, to live and to share the
gift of life together as we begin NAIDOC week. Today we
are gathered to celebrate the message that our children are
important for our future”. This was followed by the opening
song Holy Spirit Land and the procession of the flags. After
the service, the children carried the flags into the school for
the flag raising ceremony and reflected while listening to
‘End of Time’ by the Pigram Brothers.
Photo: L Geaney.
The week’s program consisted of damper making;
family tree; aboriginal studies/health game; historic tour around Beagle Bay; spear making and necklace/bead making; cooking; art and face
painting and a camp over at Budgarjook Community. The week ended with a disco and movie night.

BEAGLE BAY

WIRRUMANU ADULT EDUCATION & TRAINING CENTRE

Book Week

Women Meet

By Dan O’Kane

Lyn Schonfeld, from the BoysTown organisation, held meetings with
women in Balgo at the Adult Education Centre. They discussed possible
projects for women that BoysTown staff may carry out when they come
to work in the region.

As part of Book Week celebrations, Western Australian author Alison
Gregory visited Sacred Heart School in Beagle Bay and read an excerpt
from her book Rodeo Darcy. It was a special visit for Alison, as she was
a teacher at Beagle Bay in 1996. She revealed to the students that she had
drawn on her experiences of teaching in the Kimberley in order to create
Rodeo Darcy. Alison talked about how the book was created with the
specific interests of Kimberley students in mind. The essential message
that Alison passed on to the students is that many books start from a
single idea and can grow into anything the author desires.

Photo: D O’Kane.

Lyn Schonfeld (2nd from left) meets with Balgo women. Photo: C Camp.
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School News
BROOME

Kimberley Cup
Chess Success
By Jacky Brown
During the Kimberley Cup week, held in Broome last Term, a special
visitor from Melbourne set the challenge to all students from the
Kimberley. David Cordover, Chess Guru, played up to 10 players
simultaneously, as students would complete games others would take
their positions. This lasted for up to six hours, the enthusiasm for chess
was exceptional with the huge number of interested combatants even
working as groups to try and beat David. Unfortunately, but not
unexpectedly, none were successful. Over the past 8 years David has
played over 50,000 games in this format and lost only 9!

Success for St Mary’s
dance group
By Vicki Thompson
Sixteen St Mary’s College students in Years 9 and 10 travelled to Perth to
participate in the Catholic Schools Performing Arts Festival for 2006.
This was the first time that St Mary’s College has participated in the
Festival where over 18,500 students annually share and showcase their
talents at a variety of professional venues within the Perth city area. The
ongoing effect from their participation in the Festival will be extended to
their involvement in future years of participation and exchange with that
city’s Secondary Schools Arts Programmes. The project was the
initiative of their dance teacher, Mrs Vicki Thompson, and involved the
students travelling 4,800 kms.
St Mary’s students came away with six (6) ‘Outstanding’ and two (2)
‘Excellent’ awards in the Christian Drama section. In Christian Dance,
students performed a Liturgical piece representing the Indigenous
Smoking Ceremony and showing colours of the Kimberley, and the result
was seven (7) ‘Outstanding’ and one (1) ‘Excellent’ ~ just one point off a
‘perfect score’!
During the tour students were given the opportunity to perform and
participate with professional choreographers at various venues and there
was a visit to Fremantle to view the Street Performers. Students also
attended a full performance of ‘The Sound of Music’ performed by
secondary students from Sacred Heart College, Sorrento.
Funding was provided by the school with a huge contribution from
the business community assisting the students to raise funds. St Mary’s
College is making this an annual event for the Dance and Drama students
of the College
All these students are local teenagers, aged from 14 to 16 years, and
are actively involved in the community arts programmes during Shinju
Matsuri Festival, Youth On Health Festival (YOH Fest) and also at Worn
Art 2006.

St Mary’s student, Kit Lelievere (seated), listens carefully to instructions from David
Cordover. Photo: M Martin.

THE BOSS SHOP
OFFICE NATIONAL BROOME

Phone: 9192 2354
Service: 9192 1730
Fax: 9192 2429
Service: 9193 5779

Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies, Photocopying,
Laminating, Office Furniture,
Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
Machines - Sales & Service, Faxes, Printers,
Photocopiers, Cash Registers
MON - FRIDAY 8AM-5PM,
SAT 8AM-12NOON
26 Clementson Street
Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au
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Dancers performing their Liturgical Dance of the Indigenous Smoking Ceremony.
Photo: V Thompson.

School News
WARMUN

Cross cultural visit

Wow! Look at that

Photo: M McDonnell rsj.

Photo: R Petrie.
Jennifer Cambridge on her sixth cross-cultural visit to the East Kimberley
is pictured above with Polly Widaldjil. Jennifer along with colleague
Annie Gibson accompanied four specially chosen students from
Genazzano College, Melbourne, on a four week cross-cultural experience
with three weeks in the west Kimberley and one week at Ngalangangpum
School in Warmun with accommodation at Mirrilingki.
The Genazzano students presented the children with footballs and
posters of Indigenous football players. They are pictured with the
Ngalangangpum school students. From left to right is Kate Wilson, Alice
Wright and Madeleine Cosgrove. Absent is Rebecca Petrie who took the
photo.

The Preprimary children from Ngalangangpum School Warmun led by
their teacher Elizabeth Butcher, made a short excursion across the school
grounds to visit the hens that had been acquired by the Josephite Sisters
from Sally Malay mine. The children were in awe at the discovery of egg
laying hens. Cissy Thomas holds the egg very carefully and is supervised
by class mates Amber and Brendan.

PLEASE REMEMBER
THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH OF THE
KIMBERLEY IN
YOUR WILL
A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome
for the religious, educational and charitable works
of the Church allows funds to be applied
where the need is greatest.
❑

❑

❑

I would like more information
about remembering the
Church in my will.
I have already included the
Church in my will and wish to
have this noted.
I would like to be contacted for a
confidential talk about my will,
or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Please mail
coupon to:
The Finance Officer,
Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76,
Broome WA 6725
Tel: (08) 9192 1060
or
Fax: (08) 9192 2136

Name:__________________________________________________________________
Address:

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

ABN 37 040 099 127

Photo: R Petrie.
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Priestly Profile

MIRRILINGKI
SPIRITUALITY
CENTRE CALLING

In each edition of the Kimberley
Community Profile a priest of the
Diocese is profiled. This month we
profile FR MATTHEW DIGGES, Parish
Priest of Balgo-Kutjungka.
Born in Darlinghurst NSW on 5
May 1964, Fr Matthew Digges
studied at St Patrick’s College,
Manly then worked as a deacon in
Bourke, NSW, before coming to the
Kimberley.
After three days on a train then
two on a bus Fr Matt finally arrived
in Broome in March 1990 to carry
out pastoral work Following his
ordination on 1 February 1991 he
was appointed to Bidyadanga. Fr
Matt started the Diocesan Youth
Ministry in 1997, working with two
NET teams and then a team of
volunteers and young people from
Broome. Together they travelled the
Diocese encouraging and supporting youth.
In 2000 Fr Matthew was
appointed to the Parish of BalgoKutjungka, in the Tanami Desert
and has just been reappointed for
another six years at Balgo.
“I think there is something
about places that begin with B!”
says Fr Matt.
In addition to the core priestly
sacramental and preaching ministry,
Fr Matt finds that much of his time
is taken up in forming Church
Leaders in the four communities of
the Parish (the furthest being
500km away). As the Church
Leaders are usually the community
leaders as well, this involves a deal
of community development work.
Youth work is a major focus for the
parish, which includes the
managing of a youth centre and
advocacy for youth and youth
issues. “Ministry in remote
communities is different from most
other places” says Fr Matt. He also
finds himself the local undertaker,
provider of accommodation, a
teacher of the local Kukatja
language, backyard mechanic and
tradesman.
On what he enjoys most about
working in the Kimberley, Fr Matt
has this to say:

“I really enjoy being able to be
close to the people among whom I
minister. The Kimberley has a real
community sense that embraces
you. This is part of the reason that
the Kimberley ‘gets in your blood’.
In the Desert, despite the isolation
and distances, I know almost
everyone in the Parish and they
know me. That makes a pastoral
relationship broad, real and
grounded. I find it life-giving.”
His hope is in the constant
search of people for meaning in
their lives. Fr Matt finds that in the
Kimberley priests are very close to
the highs and lows of the lives of
communities and individuals. The
insight into people’s desire to make
the Gospel make sense in their local
context is constantly uplifting.
“I have always enjoyed the
challenge posed by the extreme
isolation we live in here. In my
remote postings I have always been
conscious of being a visitor in
another culture with which I need to
engage and dialogue if pastoral
ministry is to be meaningful. This
has led me to learn several
aboriginal languages, kinship, and
other aspects of culture. It has
encouraged me to keep studying
inculturation and liturgy, which has
been very challenging on occasions! On the practical side I have
usually enjoyed working with the
issues of isolation and having to
repair machinery and solve
problems on the run. However, it
wore a bit thin one Christmas Day
when I spent 8 hours in the power
house at Bidyadanga working on a
recalcitrant generator!”
One thing that Fr Matt would
like to see in the Kimberley is that
conditions change so that there are
more real jobs available for local
people in both the towns and
communities, and encouragement,
particularly for young people, to
engage in the workforce.

Mirrilingki is looking for volunteers
For 1 September to 10 December 2006.

This is a chance for people to experience
life in community in the Australian outback,
contributing to the ministry of Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre.
Volunteers are needed who are willing and able to do
ordinary things with flair and enthusiasm.
If you wish to know more, please visit our website

www.users.bigpond.com/mirrilingki
If you would like to be part of our community
please ring Sister Nellie Versluys RSJ on
(08) 9168 7884 and/or
fill in the application form on our website.
Mirrilingki is a cross-cultural Catholic centre which seeks to promote
formation in ministry and personal development across the Church of the
Kimberley in the spirit of National Reconciliation.

KIMBERLEY CHURCH
LOGO CAPS

Please send me ____ caps @ $12.00 (inclusive of postage and GST)
(Please indicate number and type of cap required).

❏ Black cap with red trim

❏ Plain black (no trim)

❏ Plain dark blue (no trim) and

❏ Cream cap with black peak

Cheque for $__________ enclosed.
Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Telephone : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Please forward this form to:
The Diocese of Broome, PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Ph: (08) 9192 1060 Fax: (08) 9192 2136

The caps are also available from the Diocesan Office
at 13 Barker Street, Broome.
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Narshon Dobbs, a student at Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre, Billiluna,
proudly shows his good work to Principal Pat Holden. Photo: CAS.

Desley Gallegher and Halijah Williams were delighted to join Bishop Saunders for a
photograph following the Our Lady of the Assumption Feast Day celebrations in
Kalumburu on 15 August 2006.

Michael Keane (left), a Catholic Services Volunteer assisted Diocesan Property
Manager, Kerry Purcell, with installing the new signs for the St Vincent Pallotti
Centre’s Opportunity Shop in Broome. Photo: J Grimson.
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Bright faces of Jai Bin Swani and Chantelle Everette, of Djarindjin-Lombanina
Catholic School, on their visit to the Broome Camp School. Photo: G Holland.

DESIGN BY RED LOGIC DESIGN, BROOME W.A. 6725

Children and parents working together at the recent “Lirrkirm Kirrem” Program at
Mirrilingki, Warmun, East Kimberley. Photo: T Morellini.

