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Editorial

Real Aussie
values...
The tourists are moving out. The AFL finals are over. The buildup to
the wet season has begun. The school year is rapidly moving towards
a conclusion. The mangoes are ripening. There is a sense of change
in the air. There have been a number of things to remind us that
change might be in the air but ‘on the ground’ some things stay the
same.
The recent findings by a Queensland Coroner on the facts of the
death in custody on Palm Island of an Aboriginal man have stirred
strong reactions on all sides. There are those who still cannot or will
not accept that these things could happen; police could not possibly
act this way. So there have been attacks on the Coroner’s integrity
and a refusal to face the facts.
In the wake of the significant win by the Noongar people in
having their claim to Native Title recognized, we have had comments
by politicians that did not seem to be helpful. They took us back to
the days following the Mabo and Wik decisions when people were
told to guard their backyards from possible acquisition by Aboriginal
claimants. So there are appeals being launched to test parts of the
decision.
The Catholic Bishops of Australia launched their 2006 Social
Justice Sunday Statement, reflecting on the words of the late Pope
John Paul II during his visit to Alice Springs in 1986 and the progress
made on the significant issues he raised at that time. What is striking
about the 2006 Statement is that despite the progress made in many
areas there is much ‘unfinished business’ mentioned as well. One
commentator accused the Bishops of asking ‘biting rhetorical
questions’, but stopping ‘short of answering them’, and characterized
the Statement as ‘essentially benign’.
It would seem that there is a great deal of projection going on in
each of these instances. Those things we discover lurking in the
depths of our own hearts, even to a small degree, that we are shocked
by and fearful of ever admitting to, are projected upon ‘the other’ as
a way of relieving us of any personal responsibility for ever having
to deal with them for ourselves. ‘It’s obviously their fault...they are
obviously wrong...why don’t they do something about it?’
The dark things we discover in our secret depths could be the
ingrained and inherited racism that is just under the surface of many
of us who pride ourselves on being tolerant and giving everyone a
‘fair go’. It could be the unaddressed guilt that we feel for what was
done illegally two hundred years ago in taking land from those who
were the custodians of it, or more recently depriving people of their
family life, their language and their culture, while saying we should
all be ‘mates’. It could be the shame we feel at not doing enough to
redress the appalling social disadvantages suffered by Aboriginal
people in particular in this country, despite espousing the value of
equality and boasting that we have ‘boundless plains to share’.
There is a need for greater honesty when we are faced with
challenges like those mentioned above. When we are asked to
articulate what real Australian values are, we need to put them
against how we behave. Are the values to be a reflection of who we
really are or are they to be aspirations expressing whom we want to
become? Whatever the answer, it seems to be a conversation we
need to have.
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Business as usual
The shop at the St Vincent Pallotti
Centre in Broome supplies secondhand clothes and many other items
at a reasonable cost to the public.
The new Centre succeeds the old St
Vincent de Paul shop and is a
charitable work of the Broome
Diocese. Funds raised at the
Centre are used to help people in
Broome and throughout the
Kimberley.
The shop began
operating on 4 September 2006 and
welcomes people Monday to
Saturday from 8am to 12noon.
Centre co-ordinator, Gloria Biddell at
right, with Audrey Nagomara and Jason Munro, satisfied customers outside the St
Vincent Pallotti Centre in Robinson St, Broome. Photo: CAS.
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COVER PHOTO: Desert Oak, near Billiluna – East
Kimberley. Photo: CAS.
Gen 2:9
And the LORD God made all kinds of trees
grow out of the ground — trees that were
pleasing to the eye and good for food.

Briefly Speaking
KIRSTY ROCHFORD has
recently been employed part-time
as
the
Emergency
Relief
Coordinator and Receptionist at
Centacare Kimberley. Kirsty
already has several years
experience of Broome and brings
useful skills and experience to her

Photo: J Grimson.

Photo: CAS.

FR FRANK DEVOY is the
Executive Officer for the
Australian Catholic Council for
Clergy Life and Ministry, a council
established by the Australian
Catholic Bishops Conference. Fr
Frank spent a few days in Broome
in early September to catch up with
Priests of the Diocese who were in
town for the Clergy Professional
Development program.

LEONIE KELLY has finished her
term
as
the
NATSICC
representative for WA. During that
time of service she was
instrumental in the preparation for
the ‘Dreaming from the Heart’
celebrations in Alice Springs and
led a large contingent of people by
bus to Alice from Broome. Our
thanks go to Leonie for her
generosity and work for Australia’s
Catholic Aboriginal peoples. She
is succeeded by Wayne Kelly of
Geraldton.

Photo: B Kane.
Photo: S Wood
role in Centacare Kimberley.
Centacare Kimberley is now based
at the Fr Nicholas Emo Centre at
23 Robinson Street in Broome. In
addition to the Emergency Relief
Program, Centacare Kimberley
also offers a Personal Support
Program for those who have been
out of the workforce for an
extended period of time.

ST. MARY’S COLLEGE in
Broome is very grateful to Mrs
Margot Morcombe who filled in
successfully as Principal for Mr
Tony Treacy who enjoyed his well
deserved long service leave during
Term 3. Margot is presently a CEO
Education Consultant in the
Curriculum Branch. She enjoyed
her experience and we look
forward to Margot’s future visits to
the Kimberley.

Photo: F Fleming.
Photo: CAS
A RECENT VISITOR to Derby
Parish was Fr Robert Fuller of
Liverpool Parish in Sydney. Fr
Robert was a class mate of Fr Paul
Boyers, Parish Priest of Derby,
while at St Patrick’s Seminary in
Manly.

MONICA DEBLEGIERS is a
hard working lay volunteer who
has recently transferred from
Kalumburu to Halls Creek where
she will take care of the presbytery
and church. She will also provide
a number of services to the
community there.

Photo: BZ.
SR CATALINA DERY of the Benedictine Sisters, has now returned to
the Mission at Kalumburu in the north of the Kimberley as their Pastoral
Associate. Sr Catalina spent five years at the Mission prior to returning
to the Philippines to take charge of a college of 5000 students. Welcome
back, Sr Catalina.
NOVEMBER 2006 • KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE •
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Vatican Dossier
Taken from ZENIT - The World Seen From Rome

Early Christians a Model
for Parish Life
Tells of Need for Encounter With Christ
CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy, SEPT. 22, 2006 (Zenit.org).
The renewal of a parish does not
depend on beautiful pastoral plans,
but on its members’ encounter
with Christ, especially in the
Eucharist, says Benedict XVI.
The Pope presented to
modern-day parishes the model of
the early Christian communities,
when he received participants of
the plenary assembly of the
Pontifical Council for the Laity.
He met them at the papal summer
residence of Castel Gandolfo.
Cardinals, bishops, priests and
numerous lay people attended the
council’s plenary assembly. It was presided over by the council’s
president, Archbishop Stanislaw Rylko, and it reflected on the theme:
“To Rediscover the Parish: Paths of Renewal.”
As the Holy Father explained in his address, the desired renewal of
the parish “cannot come only from suitable pastoral initiatives,
regardless of how useful they are, or from blackboard plans.”
The book of the Acts of the Apostles, he continued, “describes the
first community of Jerusalem persevering in listening to the teaching of
the apostles, in fraternal union, in the breaking of bread and in prayer,
a welcoming and solidaristic community to the point that everything
was held in common.”
Inspired by this model, “the parish ‘rediscovers itself’ in the
encounter with Christ, especially in the Eucharist,” said Benedict XVI.
“Nourished by the Eucharistic bread, it grows in Catholic
communion, walks in full fidelity to the magisterium and is always
ready to receive and discern the different charisms that the Lord inspires
in the People of God,” affirmed the Holy Father.
“From constant union with Christ,” he assured, “the parish draws
vigor to commit itself ceaselessly in the service of sisters and brothers,
particularly the poor, for whom it is in fact the first point of reference.”

On the job
in Broome
Jason Ditterich (left) and
Mark Ray, from Melbourne,
spent a week in Broome during
September 2006. The two
electricians were in town to
complete two projects for the
Diocese. The men work for Pat
Walton,
a
Melbourne
businessman, who is a generous
benefactor of the Diocese.
Photo: K Purcell

New Cathedral for Broome
In planning for a new building, members of the Cathedral Renewal
Committee have been meeting fortnightly to be familiarised with recent
church documentation regarding the liturgy.
The committee, appointed by Bishop Christopher Saunders, will
guide the consultation process and encourage wide participation in
activities associated with the building of a new Cathedral for Broome.
Pictured from left to right are Fr Richard Tomelty, Sr Jill O’Brien,
Shirley Quaresimin, Pepita Pregelj, Michael Martin, Veronica Parker,
Terry Pulsford, Aidan Mitchell, Brian Kane, Br Shane Wood and Fr
Daniel Chama. Other members of the committee are Mark Bin Bakar,
Beverley Treacy and Merle Higgins.

Photo: R Mitchell.

Yesteryear...

images from our past

Double wedding in the Kimberley with Fr Francis Huegel SAC. Circa 1960.
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Viewpoint

To Venture in the Spirit
Gatherings such as the one held
recently in Alice Springs are great
community builders. Six hundred
people from all over Australia were
in Alice for six days of celebration
remembering the words of Pope
John Paul II spoken to Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islanders in 1986.
That historic speech has lived on in
the hearts of indigenous and nonindigenous Australians alike
because of its prophetic and
inspiring content. A question for all
of us to ask is whether or not
reconciliation in our land has
advanced significantly during the
last twenty years or not? And again,
what can we do to see to it that
indigenous people take their
rightful place in the Church in
Australia?
Engaging people in conversations
arising from such questions is not
always easy but it is a lot easier and
certainly authentic if we ask the

questions of ourselves first. How
have I contributed to reconciliation
in our land and what can I do to
confirm the rightful place of
indigenous
people
in
our
communion of faith in Australia?
This point became abundantly
clear during the keynote address in
Alice Springs given by Mark Bin
Bakar of Broome. Mark, better
known by his stage name, Mary
Gedarrdyu, made the point
abundantly clear that good actions
and just actions begin with
ourselves in possession of good
hearts and just attitudes.
Just the same, it has to be noted
that we still have a long way to go
before the challenging comments of
the Holy Father are met with
evident conviction. This is not to
deny the advances and ready gains
that have been achieved in Catholic
Aboriginal Australia. Credit has to
be given for the work of Aboriginal

Deacons, the devout activity of
many who work in Aboriginal
Catholic Ministries and the work in
progress by indigenous leaders in
the field of Catholic education itself an essential element of the
Church’s work of evangelisation.
We pray for this positive work in
progress.
Arising from the Conference in
Alice Springs has been a deep
commitment to World Youth Day
2008 in Sydney. Erica Bernard of
Broome has been appointed to head
the Kimberley World Youth Day
2008 Ministry. She intends to
animate interest in the event
Kimberley wide. Part of her
objective will be to gather a
significant number of young
pilgrims intending to go to the event
and then form them so that they are
prepared not only for the event but
for a Catholic life of faith beyond
2008.
Such an injection of

By Bishop Christopher Saunders
enthusiasm
into
the
faith
community will have wonderful
dividends if all of us support and
work for the fulfilment of the
objectives that World Youth Day
strives for. The youth are part of
our future hope for just and faithfilled living for our nation.
The ability of people to be
formed by gatherings such as the
one in Alice Springs should not be
underestimated. Parishes seeking
Life in Christ, indeed life to the full,
need to invest effort in supporting
such ventures to the best of their
ability. World Youth Day 2008 is
one such venture that calls us now
to be renewed through prayer and
formation. The young cannot do it
alone and neither can any other
group. Effective preparation will be
led by the Holy Spirit using our
energy and dedication for the task at
hand. It is a time of care-full
prayer-filled imagination.

New Bishop for Adelaide
For you I am a bishop
By Elizabeth Hook, Catholic
Communications Archdiocese of Adelaide
Vowing to love and to serve, Bishop Greg
O’Kelly has celebrated his Episcopal
Ordination, declaring the occasion a vital
sign of life and exuberance in the Church.
His Episcopal Ordination on
September 14 was the first in the Catholic
Archdiocese of Adelaide since 1973 and
saw 5,000 guests gather at the Adelaide
Convention Centre from across South
Australia, interstate and overseas.
Photo: B Searcy.
“It’s a sign of exuberance and life and
celebration, and for me personally, very confirming looking for the
finger of God in this appointment,” Bishop O’Kelly said during his
address.
Visibly moved throughout the two-hour ceremony, the former
headmaster of Saint Ignatius’ College paid tribute to those who had
“formed” him – his family, his brother Jesuits, the Sisters of St Joseph
(who educated several generations of Bishop O’Kelly’s family,
including himself, his brother and sister) and school colleagues.
“People keep asking today ‘how do you feel?’” Bishop O’Kelly said.
“At the moment I think I know what it feels like to be a somewhat
startled mature-aged bridegroom.
“St Augustine has a phrase: ‘For you I am a bishop, with you I am
a Christian’. And it’s that part, ‘for you’, that struck me.’’
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Catholic Mission
Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

Children’s
Mission Partners
One hot, dry day in 2002, Sister Goretti, from the Holy Rosary
Sisters, and her volunteer aide, Mrs Lyz Baloyi, were giving food
parcels to the needy at a makeshift camp near the rural village of
Malamulele, in the north-east corner of South Africa.
They heard babies crying and went to a tumbledown shack made
of cardboard. Peering inside they saw a young mother with three
newborn baby girls. They were totally naked, without blankets,
clothes or food.
Sister Goretti and Mrs Baloyi rushed back to the village and
returned with clothes and food for the babies and their mother Ortes.
Later they bought window frames, a door and zinc for a roof to help
the family build a home. Neighbours helped and keep helping as
does Children’s Mission Partners.
Today those dear babies are Khensani, Winnie and Tintswalo
Shishonge – healthy little girls who attend one of six of the sisters’
crèches.
Funding from Children’s Mission Partners is used to help pay for
food, transport to and from crèches and clinics, clothes and school
uniforms, educational equipment and fees, medical needs and
building materials. From $15 a month your partnership can help
children build their own brighter, fairer future.
BECOME A CHILDREN’S MISSION PARTNER TODAY.
Contact Fr Daniel Chama, Catholic Mission Director, Diocese of
Broome, PO Box 151, Broome WA 6725 or ring 9193 5888 or visit
www.catholicmission.org.au

Photo: Courtesy of Catholic Mission
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Working Together
A group of senior students with disability have been preparing for life
after school by undertaking work experience for the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference, with a particular focus on packing and preparing
parish mail-outs.
The students are from the Black Mountain School, a secondary
special school located in the Australian Capital Territory providing
innovative and engaging learning programmes for students with moderate
to severe intellectual disabilities.
Teacher Rebecca Mathison said students in their senior years of
schooling are involved in work education programmes in the areas of
Office and Technology, Hospitality, Horticulture, Silk Shop and Cleaning.
Each class builds competence in their specialist area, often gaining

Students from Black Mountain School in Canberra, with Fr Brian Lucas, General
Secretary of ACBC. Photo: P Mowbray. Courtesy ACBC.
additional experience in community settings, such as the local nursery or
window washing at local shops.
Graduating students also sample programmes and work opportunities
potentially available beyond school.
Rebecca said the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has
provided the Office and Technology class with real opportunities to
experience work life in an office environment.
“Up to six jobs are provided throughout the year, each involving at
least 2,000 packages to be mailed to parishes around Australia,” she said.
Students are responsible for collating the various booklets, letters or
DVDs, packing them into envelopes, placing address labels on them,
bundling them into groups of 10 and packing them ready for postage.
Students are each given a task to complete and are responsible for
maintaining the quality of each package and organising their work space.
“The opportunity to assist community groups with their office tasks
provides meaningful experiences for students”.

OPEN
Monday - Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12noon
And by appointment
26 Clemenston St. Ph 9192 3755
Fax 9192 3766 Mobile 0418 949 881

University of Notre Dame

Internationally renowned speakers on Campus
The University of Notre Dame Australia’s Broome Campus hosted
two internationally renowned speakers on September 6 and 7.
More than 60 people attended the lectures by Kimberley Stolen
Generation Aboriginal Corporation’s Raelene Councillor and Father
Frank Brennan SJ in the campus library
Raelene Councillor began the conversation on September 6 when
she presented her talk on reconciliation entitled ‘Through the Eyes of
the Rainbow Serpent.’ Ms Councillor talked about the workings of
the Kimberley Stolen Generation Aboriginal Corporation, and
recounted some of her own experiences of reuniting families and
what it means to be reunited. “It’s about finding your spirit and being
the person you are meant to be,” she said. Ms Councillor also
reflected on her recent trip to Canada for an international conference
of Indigenous Peoples.
Father Frank Brennan SJ was a guest at the Broome Campus for
two weeks and the lecture was the highlight of his 13 day visit to the
Kimberley. The current Professor of Law at Notre Dame’s Sydney
Campus is well known as a writer, speaker and advocate in areas of

Notre Dame students in
the Garden of Healing
Students from Notre Dame
University have helped to
beautify the grounds of the
Kimberley Stolen Generation
Aboriginal Corporation. The
five students, led by Theology
Coordinator Sr Camel Posa sgs,
planted 20 trees native to the
Kimberley as part of their
Theology unit The Spirituality

Jayne Pilmer and Janelle Ruecroft
work up a sweat during the planting
of trees at the Kimberley Stolen
Generation Aboriginal Corporation
grounds. Photo: M Doyle.

and Challenge of Reconciliation.
The Unit is part of the
Campus’s compulsory core
curriculum and aims to give
students a greater understanding
of the issue of reconciliation
both locally and globally. Sr
Carmel said Kimberley Stolen
Generation Aboriginal Corporation’s Raelene Councillor had
mentioned the Barker Street
premises’ Garden of Healing
during a recent lecture on
campus. “The students expressed a desire to be involved with
the development of this garden
as a small gesture of practical
reconciliation,” Sr Carmel said.
“With the aid of generous
donations from the University,
its staff and the Hunter Street
Nursery, the class spent one of
its allotted tutorials planting the
trees at the Corporation under
the direction of David Howard.”
Despite the hot conditions and
some stubborn soil all the trees
were planted. “Now we have a
garden of healing and the
student’s are anxious to see it
grow and develop,” Sr Carmel
said.

law, social justice and reconciliation and he began his conversation,
entitled ‘Sharing Country’ by inviting the guests to offer suggestions
on what they would like to hear.
The invitation was the catalyst for an insightful discussion of
many issues including Native Title, the effect of the Howard
Government on reconciliation and the upcoming 20 year anniversary
of Pope John Paul II’s visit to Alice Springs. Fr Brennan expressed
his optimism for the future of reconciliation in Australia based on
what has been achieved in the
recent past.
He said the
movement for reconciliation had
been taken up by the people of
Australia and was moving
forward despite some perceived
lack of political will on the part
of some national leaders.
“It was a highlight of our year
here on the Broome Campus for
us
to
welcome
Raelene
Councillor and Frank Brennan
who make such an effective
contribution to the mission of
reconciliation in our country,”
Raelene Councillor held a thought
said Broome Campus Deputy
provoking conversation at Notre Dame.
Vice Chancellor, Sr Sonia
Photo: M Doyle.
Wagner sgs.

Broome Campus claims
tug of war title
Notre Dame University Broome Campus was crowned Tug of War
champions during Shinju Matsuri’s Dragon Boat Races. The team of staff
and students was undefeated during the traditional precursor to the dragon
boat event and created campus history by winning the event for the first
time.
On the water the Notre Dame team also performed admirably
winning its first heat, another campus first, before narrowly missing out
on a berth in the final, but most importantly there was no capsizing!

Notre Dame enjoyed success both on and off the water during the Dragon Boat
races. Photo: M Doyle.
NOVEMBER 2006 • KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE •

7

Kimberley Kitchen
Clare Scanlon is Coordinator of
Education at the University of Notre
Dame, Broome Campus.
I have lived in the Kimberley
for the past 15 years and next year
I will be moving back to Ballarat,
Victoria. I cannot count how many
times I have made this chocolate
cake for birthday parties. As I am
leaving, I thought I would share
this recipe with you all.
I will never forget my own
25th birthday party. I said to my
friend Mandy that we didn’t have a
cake and she said “Don’t worry,
I’ll get you one.” Much to my
surprise when it was time for the
cake they came out with what
looked like a door on its side,
covered with 25 cakes and a candle
in each one. Apparently all the
people I had made cakes for were
returning my favour by making
one for me. Somehow they were
all eaten because I recall the
following day one of my students
coming around having heard that I
had 25 cakes and finding that I
didn’t have any left to offer her!

8

Clare’s delicious
Chocolate Cake
I hope you enjoy this recipe as
much as I have enjoyed making it
for others.

INGREDIENTS
/4 cup cocoa
1 cup water
150g butter
11/2 cups sugar
1
/2 teaspoon bi-carb soda
2 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla essence
11/2 cups self raising flour
1

METHOD
Mix the cocoa with a little of
the water to make a paste.
Place in a large saucepan with
remaining water, butter, sugar and
bi-carb soda.
Stir over a medium heat until
the butter melts.
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Bring to the boil. Keep your
eye on it so it doesn’t ‘bubble
over.’ Remove from heat and cool.
When cold, add eggs and
vanilla essence. Beat well. Sift in
flour and mix well. Use an electric
mixer if you have one.
Pour into a greased 20cm
round cake pan.
Bake at 180°C for 50 minutes.

CHOCOLATE FUDGE ICING:
2 tablespoons cream
30g (or 1 tablespoon) butter
1 cup icing sugar
2 tablespoons cocoa
METHOD:
Place all ingredients in a small
saucepan and stir over low heat
until the butter melts and the
mixture is smooth.

Top: Clare Scanlon.
Above: Clare’s son, Jack, loves
chocolate cake too – so much so, he
can’t wait for the cooking!
Photo: M Doyle.
Pour into a small bowl and
leave to cool. Mix with electric
beaters (or wooden spoon) until
lighter in colour. Place over
chocolate cake and decorate as
desired.

Priestly Profile

Wonders of the Kimberley

In each edition of the Kimberley
Community Profile a priest of the
Diocese is profiled. This month, Fr
Mark Connolly, Administrator of
Wyndham Parish, gives us some
insight into his life as a priest in the
Broome Diocese.
Since my ordination as a Holy
Ghost Father in 1968 I have spent
half of that time as a Missionary
Priest in Nigeria, West Africa, and
the other half working in Mission
Animation and Youth Ministry in
the UK
I arrived in the Kimberley in
September 2004. All my time in
the Diocese has been spent in
ministering to the Catholic
communities of Wyndham and
Warmun
and
the
other
communities that lie between
them.
I am still trying to adapt to life
in the Kimberley.
It is vastly
different from life in Europe and
bears little resemblance to that of
West Africa. What I hope will
make my life in the Kimberley
more enjoyable will be an
acceptance by the people of the
Kimberley of the need to grow in
their faith in Jesus and the place of
the Church in mediating that faith.
As a priest I can be instrumental in
helping to deepen that faith
through
our
worship
and
participation in our sacramental
life.
There are two things within the
Church in the Kimberley which
give me hope for the future. One
is that small group of Catholics

A glimpse at its unique environment by Brian Kane

A web of intrigue
here whose faith in Jesus is firm
and whose commitment to the
Church is strong. Like the
remnant among exiles of the
Jewish people in Babylon amidst a
decadent culture and society, they
are holding onto as well as passing
on, for the next generation, their
Faith in the power and the presence
of God. Secondly our Catholic
Schools which have the potential
for being dynamic Christian
communities where our young
people are respected and valued
and experience genuine formation
for life and real Christian love.
The things that stretch me are
the tyranny of distance and the
apathy and disinterestedness of
people in a secularized society to
matters of faith and the need to
persevere and have faith in what
the Holy Spirit is achieving in the
people of the Kimberley.
The thing that I would like to
see change is that living by the
human values handed down to us
through the Aboriginal “Law” and
the Christian “Gospel” the people
of the Kimberley will be able to
eradicate the evils of poverty,
injustice, racism and drug
dependency
which
badly
blemishes life in our communities
in the Kimberley.

THE BOSS SHOP
OFFICE NATIONAL BROOME

Phone: 9192 2354
Service: 9192 1730
Fax: 9192 2429
Service: 9193 5779

Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies, Photocopying,
Laminating, Office Furniture,
Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
Machines - Sales & Service, Faxes, Printers,
Photocopiers, Cash Registers
MON - FRIDAY 8AM-5PM,
SAT 8AM-12NOON
26 Clementson Street
Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au

One of the many pleasures of living in the Kimberley is the chance
to camp in the bush - but there can also be hazards. It can be quite
disconcerting to stumble around in the dark and suddenly have a
spider web wrap around your face. Of course your immediate
thought is ‘Is this a toxic spider?’
Many of us have phobias about spiders but is this mainly because
they look so creepy and hairy? Take the Huntsman spider for
instance which is commonly found in the Kimberley. While looking
quite fierce, they are nonaggressive and non-toxic
to humans. However, a
large Huntsman, especially the female when
guarding her egg sacs, can
give a painful bite.
Mostly the Huntsman is a
shy timid spider which
can be found under house
eaves or behind the
flaking bark of trees.
Photo: B Kane.

The St Andrews Cross
Spider can be found in many
Kimberley garden areas. It is
also harmless, non-aggressive
and non-toxic to humans.
This spider sits upside down
in the middle of its web
forming a cross ready to snare
flies and mosquitoes.
That is not to say that
Australia does not have its
fair share of dangerous
spiders such as the Red-back,
Mouse spider, Black house Photo: B Kane.
spider, Wolf spider (all found
Australia wide) and the
Funnel Web (found on the East Coast and one of the world’s most
deadly spiders).
An effective anti-venom for the Red-backed spider was
developed in 1956 and about 250 people receive this in Australia
each year. Yet it provides little comfort for the awful thought that a
spider might like to share our sleeping bag in the bush.
We tend not to notice just how many spider webs there are in the
bush until a heavy fog of tiny water droplets cling to webs
highlighting their presence. Spiders have a vital role to play in
nature even though they might not be ‘our cup of tea’.
Further information:
BK’s Kimberley nature
web site: http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.
edu.au/home/nature/aaopen.html
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The Sacrament of Confirmation

Taking the Next Step....

CONFIRMATION — DERBY
On Sunday 24th September, four young adults
from Holy Rosary Parish in Derby took the
final step in their Christian initiation and
received the Sacrament of Confirmation.
They were prepared to state publicly, in the
presence of Bishop Christopher Saunders,
that they wished to be full members of the
Christian community.

CONFIRMATION — KUNUNURRA
By Peter Hazebroek (REC)

The Parish of St Vincent Pallotti, Kununurra,
celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation on
the weekend of 2-3 September 2006.
Thirteen young people, from both the District
High School and St Joseph’s School in
Kununurra, confirmed their faith over the
weekend having come together on the
previous Wednesday for a retreat at the

(L to R) Lance Buckle, Hailey Angus, Bishop Christopher, Fr. Paul, Jannen
Spry-Wiggan and Bonnie Dwyer. Photo: F Birrell.

Photo: P Hazebroek

Newly confirmed Bonnie Dwyer (third from left) with Bishop Saunders and her
mum, Wendy, and sister Yasmin. Photo: F Birrell.
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Parish Centre. Two celebrations were held
and each provided a wonderful example of
how young people approach their faith. We
pray that they will be always open to the Holy
Spirit throughout their lives to guide them
down the path that God desires for them.

Taking the Next Step....
CONFIRMATION — BROOME

WYD08

WYD08 — Get Ready
World Youth Day (WYD) in Sydney is just around the corner. July
2008 is the time set aside for this youth gathering with the Holy
Father, Pope Benedict.
Stepania Pioli and her husband, Claudio, are preparing a video
showing Bishop Saunders inviting youth from Europe to the “Days
of the Diocese” held in the time leading up to WYD. Youth from
Europe will visit various places throughout the Kimberley as part of
the international celebrations. Now is the time to prepare. Cost
approximately $2000 per person. Start saving.

Several students, of St Mary’s College Broome, amongst those who
received the Sacrament of Confirmation on 16 September. Photos: B Kane

By Brian Kane (REC)

Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in
Broome was the setting for the celebration
of the Sacrament of Confirmation on
Saturday 16 September 2006. Bishop
Christopher Saunders was the celebrant at
the special Saturday evening Eucharist
when sixteen students in Year 7 at St Mary’s
College Broome received the Sacrament.

Bishop Saunders with Niccolo and Rebecca Piolo. Photo: B Kane.

Photo: C Pioli.

Sydney Meeting for
WYD08 Committee
By Erica Bernard
The World Youth Day Diocesan and Youth Ministry Committee met
on Tuesday 12 September in Sydney. The Australian journey of the
WYD Cross and Icon was fixed and Committee Members had the
opportunity to share with the larger group their preparation for the
event and to indicate how they could make the occasion of the Cross
and Icon being in their parish communities a significant event.
All committee members were updated by the Bishop
Coordinator and Chief Operating Officer on the latest progress
towards World Youth Day which covered pastoral preparation,
communication, estimates of pilgrim numbers, the operational plan,
and the establishment of business partners.
The Committee looked at how young people could become
involved with the Prayer Campaign, which is an important focus in
the lead up to the gathering in Sydney and beyond. The organizers
also briefed the Committee about WYD Registrations, Passports and
Visas. We also had to consider the correct protocols for the use of
the WYD Logo, WYD items for fundraising efforts and the right
procedures of obtaining copyright to use
WYD products.
All in all it was a very enlightening
meeting and one that will help us in the
Kimberley prepare well for this
momentous event to be held here in
Sydney, Australia in 2008. Young
people need to start their fundraising and
saving now if they want to be part of the
action in 2008.
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From the Office of Justice,
Ecology & Peace
By Br Shane Wood, CFC

Recognition and
inclusion

There
were
two
recent
developments that come close on
the release of the Bishops’ of
Australia issuing their Social
Justice Sunday Statement for
2006 mentioned elsewhere in
this publication. One was the
appointment of the former WA
Governor to a senior advisory
post with the State Government
on Indigenous affairs and the
second was the threat of an
appeal by the State Government,
encouraged by the Federal
Opposition Leader, to the Native
Title win by the Noongar people.
During the month of
September I issued a Media
Release that expressed surprise
and disappointment at the recent
appointment of former Western
Australian Governor, Lt Gen
John Sanderson to a prominent
position advising the State
Government. I made the point
that I thought it a ‘somewhat
ironic situation’ where a nonIndigenous person was being
employed to identify strategies to
“strengthen the participation of
Aboriginal people” in the State’s
development. This is tantamount
to saying that there is not even
one Indigenous person in the
whole of Western Australia or
even the whole of Australia who
would be qualified to take on this
position. This is patently not the
case. Our experience has shown
that the people most affected by
decisions need to be included
from the very beginning in the
search for policy directions and
desired outcomes if we want
ownership and the best possible
solutions.
The second incident revolves
around the Native Title case in
Perth. The thought of another
appeal and a protracted and
expensive court case is difficult
12

to contemplate. The Federal
Attorney-General’s intervention,
sparking fears of Aboriginal
people closing off public beaches
and
parks,
is
patently
unwarranted scare-mongering.
He knows as well as anyone else
that this has not happened in
other similar cases and he knows
that no case of Native Title sets a
precedent when it comes to the
rights that might be determined
in a particular case or those who
might have those rights. Each
case is determined on its merits.
The failed Yorta Yorta decision,
for example, did not adversely
affect the Noongar case. It is
disappointing that the Leader of
the Federal Labor Party, seen in
the past to be the Party
championing Indigenous Native
Title rights, is supporting such
wasteful challenges.
It is
disgraceful that the State
Government is considering such
a challenge in a State that refused
to face the issue of Native Title
for so long and is now not happy
with an ‘imposed’ outcome from
a Federal Court.
Both of these recent events
are thrown into a less than
favourable light when placed
against the call of the Australian
Bishops for those who have the
power
‘to
give
proper
recognition and restitution for
the taking of land’ and their call
for ‘an inclusive multicultural
Australia’.
On the matter of remote
Aboriginal communities in the
Kimberley, the State Indigenous
Affairs Minister has responded
that
‘there
are
ongoing
negotiations to ensure the
continuity of services to all
Indigenous communities’. I am
still waiting for a response from
Canberra.
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Social Justice Statement
launched at Notre Dame
Broome Campus
Notre Dame Broome Campus hosted the local launch of the Australian
Bishops’ Social Justice Sunday Statement for 2006 entitled ‘The Heart of
Our Country: Dignity and Justice for our Indigenous Sisters and Brothers’
on September 19 in the campus’ Graduation Square.
About 50 people attended the launch of the document that reflected
on Pope John Paul II’s address to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
during his visit to Alice Springs in 1986. The Bishop of Broome, the
Most Rev Christopher Saunders said “the document offers a platform to
re-evaluate ourselves as a Church and as a nation. It is an expression of
solidarity and continuing hope for the aspirations and rights of Australia’s
first peoples.”
Notre Dame lecturer and Diocesan Coordinator for Justice, Ecology
and Peace, Br Shane Wood cfc, said the statement was an honest appraisal
of progress made on the issues that were seen as needing action 20 years
ago in both the Church and the nation as a whole. “It also provides some
suggestions for what is still left to be attempted and achieved in the
journey towards reconciliation in Australia today,” he said.
Notre Dame’s Aboriginal Studies coordinator, Associate Professor
Lyn Rodriquez said the statement was an open and honest explanation of
what was happening to the heart of the country. “Not only does this 2006
Social Justice Statement acknowledge the wrongs of the past, in the way
Indigenous peoples were treated and the manner in which the land was
taken, but it also affirms for us our efforts in trying to maintain and
practise the philosophy and work of reconciliation,” she said.
Broome Campus students, Tony Delaney and Magdalene Aragu also
endorsed the Social Justice Sunday Statement during their responses. Ms
Aragu spoke of the need to resist blame and Mr Delaney emphasized the
need for education to heal the wounds of the past.
The launch was opened by Yawuru elder Cissy Djaigween who gave
an emotional account of her meeting with Pope John Paul II in Alice
Springs 20 years ago.

Magdalene Aragu responds. Photo: Sr C Posa sgs.

Obituary

Joseph ‘Nipper’
Roe — A great man
with many talents
Joe was born in Jamparrnganyjal
near Thangoo Station, south of
Broome. His parents taught him
all about his country and he
passed this knowledge on to his
children.
When he became of school
age his parents brought him
together with his brothers and
sisters into Broome where they
attended school. Joe attended St
Mary’s School and in 1958 was
sent to camp school at Point
Perron in Perth where he spent

two weeks with other students
from around the country. In 1957
he and his friend Pinker Albert
went to Perth to board at the
Pallottine Centre in Rossmoyne
and he continued his education at
Clontarf Boys School.
Joe was a great sportsman and
this did not go unnoticed. He was
selected to play for the East
Fremantle colts (seconds), and the
following year was selected to
play for East Fremantle League
Team. This did not happen
because his love for his family
and people was far greater than
playing football, and he returned
to Broome after completing 3
years of schooling and a 5 year
apprenticeship in Perth.
He was a cabinet maker by
trade and took up employment
with Harbour and Lights where
he and his friend Phillip Albert
commenced work on the wharf
(New Jetty), and after that with
Streeter & Male in the pearling
industry. He learnt a lot from
Kevin Buckeridge and Jack
Parriman about refitting luggers.
When Kevin and Jack moved on
Joe became the head carpenter
and was responsible for the
maintenance of all houses owned
by the company. After a year he
became the shipwright and
worked at the boat shed where he
repaired all the luggers the
company owned. The lugger that
was sitting on the oval for a few
years and now resides at the Pearl

Luggers displays Joe’s skilful
work.
Joe always took pride in
whatever he did and perfection
was his satisfaction. In the later
years when Paspaleys took over
the company in Broome, the men
whose life revolved around the
pearling industry were made
redundant and forced to look for
other employment.
Joe had
worked for the Aboriginal visitors
scheme, visiting the lock up and
prison for ten years, so with this
experience behind him, Joe and
his best friend Don McKenzie
joined together and started a
counselling service operating
from the St John of God Convent.
They named their service
Pinakarra Counselling Services.
Although Joe and Don had
developed some counselling
skills, they felt it necessary to do
a counselling course and with the
help of Sr Leone they completed
this.
Joe’s love for his people and
family was his strength. He was
always wanting to make the
future better for Aboriginal
People, always observing the
‘white man’s way’ and thinking of
ways the Yawuru culture can
work side by side using their
cultural ways. After gaining a
degree in Mental Health he
applied for a position with
Northwest
Mental
Health
Services as a Psycho/Social
Rehabilitation Officer, looking

after people with mental
problems mainly the youth whom
he took hunting, fishing, walking
in the bush looking for the right
trees to cut to make their
boomerangs. He was always
educating young Aboriginal
People about their culture. Joe
always believed in Aboriginal
people being teachers of their
children. Aboriginal people learn
through repetition, if you listen to
the corroboree songs they are
repetitive and that is how we
learn. Joe’s concern was always
education and his famous words
were ‘everyone can learn, if they
are taught properly!’
Joe worked for his people
fighting for Native Title until
health problems started 3 years
ago when he discovered his liver
was scarred. For all of the 3 years
of his illness Joe fought to stay
alive and be with his family and
people. Joe was always ready to
help others and give his time for
free when people needed him. He
was a good husband, father and
grandfather and he loved his
family very much; he was a
legend and a leader for all
Aboriginal people.
Joe passed away peacefully at
10.00pm on Tuesday 5 September
2006 with his family around him.
Joe is survived by his wife Eileen,
children Bernard (Anton), Joseph
jnr (Cheeky), Brendon, Christine
(Kitty) and Cecilia (Lilly) and 24
grandchildren.

Caritas
Fr Emil Ciecierega, SDS, Diocesan Director

Caritas in action around the world
Caritas is at work around the world whether there is a newspaper
disaster headline or not. The process of recovering from man-made or
natural disasters, encouraging self-reliance in communities and
changing attitudes in Australia is never-ending. Caritas is there as a
result of your support and donations.
Several of the Parishes in the Broome Diocese have responded
generously to the Caritas Middle East Appeal and perhaps you have

also made a personal direct donation as well.
Visit the Caritas website at www.caritas.org.au to see where Caritas
is in action around the World right now.
Your business can become involved, as the Commonwealth Bank
has, by becoming a Corporate Partner. Your business can support a
community development project.
Visit www.caritas.org.au/howtohelp/corporate.htm.
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Catholic Education Office News

West Australian Government
Literacy and Numeracy Review
Recently teachers and leaders from all sectors of education within the
Kimberley came together in Broome to talk about critical issues
which were impacting on their ability to improve outcomes in literacy
and numeracy, particularly among our indigenous student population.
After extensive research, the WA Literacy and Numeracy Review
is targeting ten key areas for future development:
• Access and participation of four and five year olds in education.
• Oral language, writing and assessment resources.
• Essential knowledge and
skills for all students.
• Teachers’ access to
quality resources.
• Capacity of New
Graduates.
• Support for the next
generation of school
leaders.
• Coordination of
Grace Lewis engaged in the Early
resources.
Morning Reading Program supporting
• Use of evidence.
children's literacy development at St
• Directions for system
Joseph's School Wyndham.
improvement.
• Coordination of services
Photo: M Farrell
for children aged zero to
four years.
The staff at the Catholic Education Office are working
proactively in partnership with the thirteen Kimberley Catholic
Schools to improve educational outcomes, with a strong focus on
literacy and numeracy, for the children entrusted to their care.
Within the context of these critical issues in education the
Catholic Education Office Broome is working hard to promote:
• High expectations which promote learning and responsibility
• Learning which caters for the uniqueness and giftedness of the
whole child
• Acknowledgement that each person has an innate and continual
capacity to learn
• A commitment to ensure learning is meaningful, purposeful and
relevant
• Effective teaching and learning which improves student
outcomes.
• A whole school commitment to daily, systematic literacy and
numeracy instruction
• Teaching and learning which is sequenced to ensure high
probability of success coupled with positive reinforcement
• Close monitoring of student progress and development
• Recognition of existing language proficiency as a starting point
to building access to language diversity
• The building of close relationships and meaningful partnerships
among students, teachers, school and community.
For many of our remote communities, our Catholic Schools
provide the path to a better future for the young people. We have a
critical and urgent responsibility to ensure that all children within our
region are receiving the same quality of education as their peers in
other parts of Australia, and in doing so we must acknowledge the
enormous work and commitment of many teachers and leaders
striving to provide these opportunities for our Kimberley kids.
[Ed. Further details on the WA Literacy and Numeracy Review
can be obtained from the Catholic Education Regional Office in
Broome 08 9192 3600.]
14
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Personal Development
Program for Clergy
By Fr Patrick De Silva
The Diocese of Broome recently completed its Personal Development
Program for Clergy for 2006. The program ran from the 5th - 7th of
September and the presenters were Fr Frank Brennan SJ, Bishop
Christopher Saunders and Sr Jill O’Brien SGS from Notre Dame
University.
Fr Brennan covered topics such as Land Reform, Stem Cell Research
and the current Industrial Reform Legislation as they related to ministry
in the Kimberley and indeed the wider church. Done in a scholarly and
clear manner, Fr Brennan’s
presentations were solid food for
the mind and heart to savor slowly.
The program concluded with inhouse matters covered by Bishop
Christopher and Sr Jill.
It is not often that the clergy of
the Broome Diocese are privileged
to have such a distinguished
presenter as Fr Brennan and the
priests were very grateful to him
for making himself available to
them and to the University who
were kind enough to release Fr
Brennan from his contractual
arrangements to allow him to share
with the priests over those two
Photo: Courtesy ACU.
special days.

Parish News
BALGO

Students receive Communion

Balgo welcomes new priest

By Jenny Brookel

Fr Api Alvarez arrived in Balgo in the East Kimberley during September
2006 from the Philippines. Fr Api is serving as an assistant priest to the
communities of Balgo, Mulan
and Billuluna. Ordained in
1997, Fr Api is from the
Diocese of Pagadian in the
Philippines, where he worked
for the past three years with the
tribal people called the
Subaanen. Working with the
Aboriginal people of the
Kutjungka will enrich and
broaden Fr Api’s experience for
his work with the Subaanen
people on his return to the Photo: M Bruce.
Philippines.
Fr Api’s mother still lives in the Philippines and he has four brothers
and three sisters. In his spare time, Fr Api likes to play guitar and sing.
He is seen here with twins, Donita and Jacinta Galova, along with
Jacinta’s daughter, Trish Inwood

On September the 16th, seven
students from Luurnpa Catholic
School, in Balgo, received their
First Communion. All of the
students had been attending
their special instruction sessions
this term to prepare them for
this great day, so they were very Photo: J Brookel.
pleased to be able to receive the Blessed Eucharist for the first time.

KALUMBURU
By Bogdan Zieba
Visitors to Kalumburu recently were
Bishop Hilton Deacon and Fr Jack Brady.
Fr Jack, Parish Priest of St Anne’s Parish
in East Kew, Melbourne, was a fellow
student with Bishop Deacon, Auxiliary
Bishop of Melbourne Archdiocese, at
Corpus Christi Seminary in Victoria.
Bishop Hilton Deacon has been
Fr Jack Brady (left) with Dolores
associated with Kalumburu Mission
since 1969. Bishop Deacon pursued a
Cheinmora and Bishop Hilton
doctorate in anthropology with the
Deakin. Photo: B Zieba.
assistance of aboriginal community
members. It is thanks to him that the Mission has many of its best items
in the aboriginal cultural section of the Kalumburu Museum.

WYNDHAM

Gija Day

Jailyn Drill has her face painted in readiness
for the celebrations. Photo: P Cowan.

The Warmun Community
celebrated its local culture on
21 September 2006 with
activities for Gija Day.
Ngalangangpum
School
contributed by running a tugof-war, novelty races for the
youngsters, and parent-andchild football, basketball and
volleyball. The day began
with the opening of the Child
Care Centre, and ended with
corroboree.

DERBY

First
Communion
During Term 3 there has been a
group of students and parents
meeting each Wednesday evening
for an hour at Holy Rosary School
in Derby. This group grew together
Back ( L to R) Patrick Ishiguchi, Hailey
as they learnt about the Sacraments
Angus, Jannen Spry-Wiggan, Fr Paul,
of the Eucharist and Confirmation.
Darrallene Ishiguchi and Fr John
Slowly the children became aware
Papworth from Hobart. Front ( L to R)
of what it means to receive the
Eucharist. This group of students
Mickalya Spry-Wiggan, Reshai-Lee
and parents need to be congratulated
Albert, Tarrena Buckle, Yasmin Dwyer,
for their commitment to the
Nickisha Ishiguchi, Deanna Little,
sacramental program. On Sunday
Leonard Angus and Kyron Little.
10th September, there were twelve
Photo: F Birrell.
students who received the Eucharist
for the first time. They have decided
to continue on their passage of Christian initiation. It is great seeing this
positive growth in the Holy Rosary Christian community in Derby.

KUNUNURRA

First Communion for
young adults
A number of young adults from St Vincent Pallotti Parish in Kununurra recently
received the Eucharist for the very first time. The celebration for this wonderful
Sacrament took place at the Holy Place in Mirima, Kununurra. They are
photographed here with Sr Robyn McNamara and Fr Patrick De Silva.
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School News
BILLILUNA-KURURRUNGKU

Kimberley Health
Challenge
By Val McGrath
Students from Kururrungku CEC, Billiluna, were recently presented with
their Certificates of Participation and prizes in the Kimberley Health
Challenge held in Term 2.
Rosalind Griffith’s class of K-1 students won the Magabala Books
literacy prize and received a selection of books for their classroom for
their great effort. The Secondary class, taught by Daniel Felton, won the

NAIDOC celebrations
Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre, Billiluna was the setting for
NAIDOC celebrations during the last week of Term 3. Celebrations
began with Fr Matt and Fr Api saying Mass in the chapel Children joined
groups and rotated through activities of traditional painting, mural
paintings of kangaroos, camels, snakes and goannas, cooking of damper,
kangaroo and goanna. There was also headband and bead making.

Traditional dancing.
Celebrations concluded on Wednesday when the elders came to the
school to help the children, all painted up, to do traditional dancing. This
was a great way to finish the week.

Pleased with their efforts and their new garden tools are Secondary students from
Kururrungku CEC with their teacher, Daniel Felton. Photo: P Holden
physical activity category for their work in their vegetable garden. Their
prize, sponsored by BGC, was a selection of garden tools. Daniel also
won a teacher’s lucky draw prize for getting his entry in on time. The
Year 6/7 class, taught by Val McGrath, won a major prize of $500 from
Argyle Diamonds for physical activity involving the community. They
have voted to buy another computer for the classroom with their prize
money. Well done everyone!
Fresh hot dampers were plentiful with lunch.

DERBY

Double Whammy
Holy Rosary School in Derby celebrated NAIDOC and the Feast of
Holy Rosary during September 2006 with Mass and activities. The day
included damper making, art and crafts, face painting and dance and
sport in the morning with a slower pace in the afternoon of song and
music. The school ATA’s were responsible for the planning and
execution of the whole day - a fantastic time was had by everyone.
Anthony (Laurie) Bedford, at left, with Sr Mary Scanlon and Jaylen Lockyer ready
to get started with some art and craft. Photo: B Lawlor.
16
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School News
BROOME

Student Exchange visits
Bidyadanga
By Kate Wilson & Alice Wright, Genazzano FCJ College
Exchange Students 2006

Photo: J Cambridge.
After two busy weeks spent at St
Mary’s College in Broome, four
Genazzano FCJ College Melbourne
Exchange students joined three St
Mary’s students accompanied by
their teachers for a week in
Bidyadanga. The purpose of this
excursion was to experience life in a
coastal indigenous community and
to learn more about the culture that
is part of our national identity.
We arrived on Monday morning
and were warmly welcomed by Fr
Emil, the Parish Priest, Principal and
Deputy Principal, Mr. Geoff Blythe
and PC of La Grange School. We
were surrounded by happy, smiling
faces of the children of Bidyadanga,
who were eager to get to know us.
We were up early on Tuesday
morning, excited about the day
ahead to be spent in class at La
Grange School. After school we
were shown the beautiful coast
around Bidyadanga and the good
fishing spots by Frank Shoveller, a
Karajarri man, and his family. The
views were spectacular and we
appreciated the knowledge he
shared with us.
Wednesday included visits to
the Bidyadanga Medical Centre, the
school and the Police Station. Two
women from Bidydanga community
took us to Lighthouse Point where
we were able to go fishing, and we
felt privileged to have had the
opportunity to experience the

traditional fishing and damper
making. Thursday and Friday were
spent at La Grange School with our
classes. On Friday the school
celebrated NAIDOC Day, and we
enjoyed joining in all the activities
with the students, the music, and the
food – which included stew,
kangaroo and damper.
We were enriched by our visit to
Bidydanga and sharing our
experiences with students from St
Mary’s College. Our visit was
memorable and has provided us
with a valuable insight into the lives
of coastal indigenous people in the
Kimberley.

Praying the Rosary
St Mary’s College students Daylene Dann and Anjelica Williams proudly
show off the Rosary beads they made in class recently. After learning
about the events of the Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful and Glorious
mysteries,
the
students
used
specially chosen
beads and thread to
make their own
personal sets under
the direction of
teaching assistant
Carlene
Smith.
The class then
visited Fr Richard
Photo: A Mitchell.
Tomelty
who
blessed the Rosary beads and gave the students a tour of the Cathedral.
The Rosary is now their favourite prayer!

Exhibition of Fine Art
Art work by St Mary’s College
students from Pre-Primary to
Year 12 was exhibited at the
Wirlburu Art Exhibition held at
the College in Broome recently.
The exhibition was a showcase
of excellent artwork including
paintings, drawings,
photography, jewellery and
dress design.
Nathan Scanlon (left) shows his younger brother Mitchell his painting called
‘Diver’s Helmet’. Nathan’s artwork was selected to go on one of the banners
displayed around Broome during the Shinju Matsuri Pearl Festival in September.

Year 11/12 Outdoor Education Camp
By Abbey McGregor – Outdoor Education Teacher
Early in September the Year 11/12 Outdoor Education class went on their
week long camp which was a culmination of the outcomes that were
assessed in the course. They travelled to Derby where they participated in
activities such as blowcarting, an orienteering course, casting skills, kite
flying and leadership games.
Students then traveled to Silent Grove to complete a three day hike
between the Isdell and King Leopold Ranges. Students had to plan their
food and other resources to carry in backpacks over a 20km loop. The
group was placed in teams who were in charge of navigating and leading
the group for the duration of the hike. Along the way they were fortunate
enough to swim in pristine waterholes with breathtaking scenery.
The group was a credit to St Mary’s College in the way they
conducted themselves and stepped up to help each other to succeed. A
huge thank you to Jero Andrews for conducting the activities in Derby and to Chris Kloss from Derby Bus
Services for organizing food, transport and supplying expert knowledge in the Silent Grove area. Also to Tony
Delaney who gave up his time to join the group and whose support was greatly appreciated.
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School News
WYNDHAM

WARMUN

NAIDOC Day Celebrations Camp School –
NAIDOC celebrations were held at St Joseph’s School Warmun. Jocelyn
Cigobia was delighted that her mum, Monica, helped out with painting the
kids faces. Tracey Hansen found mum Daphne and Aunty Jan to be the best
cooks when they cooked up a great lunch for everyone.

A Learning Experience
Students from Years 3, 4 and 5
of Ngalangangpum School,
Warmun recently spent a week
at Broome Camp School with
Miss Alida, Miss Yvette and
Jane from the Warmun
Community. It was a wonderful
learning experience in an idyllic
environment and each day was
filled with new skills to be
learnt,
excitement
and
adventure. The students were
filled with enthusiasm and
fortitude every minute of each Students gather at the hovercraft.
day with everything from dish- Photo: A Cowan.
washing to visiting the
Crocodile Farm, which they
shared at a presentation to families from the community on their return to
Warmun.

Works of Art

Photos: M Farrell.

Governor’s Visit
The Governor of Western Australia, Dr Ken Michael, visited St
Joseph’s School in Wyndham on Tuesday 26 September as part of his
official visit to the East Kimberley region. The Governor, Principal Clare
Gray at left, and Sr Veronica Ryan rsj, gathered with children for the
singing of the National Anthem.

Students at Ngalangangpum
School
Warmun
were
encouraged by support teacher,
Sally Adams, to try different
mediums to portray Mount Fuji,
Japan’s much loved mountain.
Sally was inspired by the works
of Katsushika Hokusai who in
the 18th and early 19th Century
made 36 prints of Mt Fuji.
Some students were brave
enough to try a variety of
mediums and produced some
remarkable work.

Dale Thomas and Imran Paddy - two of the
three students whose work was judged the
most original. Photo: A Cabassi rsj.

Class Mass
Father Mark recently celebrated a
Class Liturgy with Miss Yvette’s
2/3 class, and Miss Alida’s 4/5
class at Ngalungumpan School in
Warmun. The students read the
Gospel and offered the Prayers of
the Faithful. The liturgy was a
blend of traditional and Gija, with
Shirley Purdie, Pollie Wadaldjil
and Bessie Daylight leading the
singing, prayers and responses in
Gija.

Photo: M Farrell.

Eddie Nulgit reads the Gospel. Photo: P Cowan.
NOVEMBER 2006 • KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE •

19

In Derby they don’t all live in a yellow submarine, as the song goes, but this homemade vessel once sailed briefly and awkwardly on King Sound. It is fitting it is
placed near the entry to Derby next to a hospitality facility serving refreshments to
people who like bright colours – and others too. Photo: CAS.

Cultural days are
always a major
school and
community event.
Recent Gija Day
celebrations in
Warmun were no
exception. Gija
men are seen here
dancing their
corroboree at the
conclusion of the
day’s activities.
Photo: P Cowan.

Catching up during a
break are Bishop
Christopher Saunders
and Fr Frank Brennan
SJ, presenters at the
recent Personal
Development Program
for Clergy of the
Diocese held at Notre
Dame, Broome
Campus. Photo: M
Doyle.
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It’s business as usual supplying goods at reasonable prices, at the St Vincent
Pallotti shop for Co-ordinator, Gloria Biddell (left), Jean Garvey and Maisie Tittums.
(See story on page 2.) Photo: CAS.
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In October, six hundred Aboriginal and Torres Straigth Islander Catholic peoples
celebrated the 20th anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s visit to Alice Springs
including a large contingent from the Kimberley. Jaleel Withers (left) and Kyle
Tolmie were among those who gathered around the cross in prayer and discussions
regarding indigenous issues of national interest.
Photo: C Erlich. Courtesy of Centralian Advocate.

