Published by the
DIOCESE OF BROOME
PO Box 76, Broome
Western Australia 6725
Tel: (08) 9192 1060 Fax: (08) 9192 2136
E-mail: info@broomediocese.org Web: www.broomediocese.org

ISSUE 01 MARCH 2007

INSIDE
ThisIssue >

FREE
MULTI-AWARD WINNING MAGAZINE FOR THE KIMBERLEY • BUILDING OUR FUTURE TOGETHER

Sr Veronica celebrates fifty Golden Years
Kimberley Talkabout Issue 05
Timor Report Seeks Justice

Editorial

Development or Greed…
Which way now?
The announcement that a pipeline
will bring natural gas to a facility
to be built somewhere on the
Dampier Peninsula, north of
Broome, has brought a mixed
reaction from those most likely to
be affected by it. Some community representatives have welcomed the news as an opportunity
to share in the wealth such a
resource may bring. Others are
more sceptical, wondering that
there is little or nothing in it for
locals. Still others believe that the
presence of such a complex will
bring only misery to their chosen
life-styles. Clearly there is much
in the way of meaningful
negotiations still to take place
before the facility can be built.
Exploration and exploitation
of minerals continue throughout
the Kimberley. Mine sites offer
huge salaries for those prepared to
suffer the discomfort of isolation
and hard work but the question
remains “What equity in the
project is there for locals including traditional land custodians?”

The youthful
population of the Kimberley remains largely unemployed, employers continue to
import skilled and unskilled
labour to the region while the
wealth accumulated by
investments in tourism and
mining industries leaves the
Kimberley with little lasting
benefit to remote communities
and towns.
In Broome, boutique resorts
have mushroomed around the
Cable Beach precinct, adding
huge numbers to the nation’s
fascination with the 23km beach
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while franchisees battle with the
local government so as to festoon
the golden sands with everything
from beach balls to surfboards.
Herds of camels have been trained
to carry paying passengers who
might admire the attractive sunset
from lofty pavilions. The overriding thematic that accompanies
all of this activity is development
and you can’t help but wonder
what will be the status of this once
pristine land in fifty years time.
Will Broome and the Kimberley
be a dump like so much of
Australia’s once favourite playground around the Gold Coast?
Already the sniff of high-rise and
increased density housing is in the
air in Broome. And what of the
quarries and slurry pits that mark
the now abandoned mines that
pock-mark the landscape? Will
these be added to by countless
other mining adventures that
came, profited and went with little
benefit to those who call this
country home? One could be
forgiven for thinking that the
over-riding thematic is not
development but pure unadulterated greed.
Meaningful, sustainable development is the business of all
levels of government. And such
business is best first conducted by
meaningful consultation with an
eye not merely to profit but with a
vision for the welfare of the land
and its peoples.
Which way now?
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Dead and living mangroves,
Roebuck Bay, Broome. Photo: CAS
This is the wood of the Cross –
from the Order of Service
Veneration of the Cross,
Good Friday, Easter Triduum.

Briefly Speaking

EDWARD

KHAEMBA, a
Seminarian with the Holy Spirit
Fathers, arrived in the Diocese of
Broome in late 2005 where he
carried out pastoral work in Sacred
Heart Parish, Beagle Bay on the
Dampier Peninsula. Immediately
following Christmas 2006, Edward
took up pastoral duties with Fr
Tom Kessy, Provincial Leader of
the Holy Spirit Fathers in
Australia, in South Hedland.
Thank you Edward for your
wonderful work amongst the
people of the Peninsula. Our
prayers and good wishes go with
you as you continue your work and
studies.

Photo: J Grimson.

JUSTIN DARLOW visited the
Kalumburu Mission in the far
north of the Kimberley during the
Summer holidays. Justin, a student
for Priesthood at Vianney College
in Wagga Wagga NSW, helped out
in the parish and gained valuable
experience in living and working
in a remote location. We wish
Justin well as he continues his
study back in Wagga Wagga.

Photo: J Grimson.

FR WALLY McNAMARA, now residing in Albany, returned briefly
to Broome and the Dampier Peninsula just prior to Christmas 2006. He
was accompanied by his cousin, Senan McNamara, who was visiting
from County Clare in Ireland. Senan was amazed by the diversity of the
landscape in this part of Australia and the huge distances travelled.

Congratulations
to our Bishop
and Priests who
have celebrated
their
Anniversary of
Ordination
earlier this year:
Photo: J Grimson.

TONI PERROTO is a first year

Photo: CAS.

Photo: CAS.

MGR BRIAN RAYNER (right) a priest from Sydney and the Principal
Naval Chaplain (Catholic) was in Broome for the commissioning of the
new patrol boat – HMAS Broome, which was blessed, commissioned and
given over to the command of Lt James Harper RAN (left).

student at Redemptoris Mater
Seminary in Perth. Toni spent two
months assisting in the Cathedral
Parish in Broome as part of his
pastoral experience and seminary
formation. We thank him for his
generous service to the Parish and
wish him all the best in his future
studies and continued formation.

BISHOP SAUNDERS

Episcopal Ordination
8 February
FR MATTHEW DIGGES

1 February
FR DAN O’DONOVAN

25 February

MARCH 2007 • KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE •

3

Easter Message

Vatican Dossier
The World Seen from Rome - VATICAN CITY, NOV. 8, 2006

By Bishop Christopher Saunders DD

Jesus Alive on the Jesus can change
Web of Blessings your life
certainty of history and the
I recently was told by a number of
testimony of the disciples. His
people in Broome that a certain
defeat of the Cross, His defeat of
famous country music singer had
the certainty of death revealed to
died. I hadn’t come across this
us through faith, changes our
news in the press so I decided to
lives because suddenly our lives
check out the story. So, I went to
are not futile. There is purpose in
the internet, as you do these days,
living and celebrating life.
and discovered a web site called
Knowing that Christ
DEAD OR ALIVE. The country
overcame death and sin which
singer in question is ‘ALIVE’ you
itself brings death means that the
will be happy to know – the web
great disappointments of life and
site told me in no uncertain terms.
our often repeated weaknesses are
As I pressed the search button
not fatal. We can overcome and
after typing in the performer’s
thrive because Christ has brought
name a huge red lettered message
us new life through God’s
‘ALIVE’ beamed across the
forgiveness. We are consoled that
screen accompanied by a cartoon
death when it comes to us, as
of a smiling face. Other names I
surely it will, is not final. Our
typed in were less fortunate than
eternal life is
my singer and a
boundless and
black lettered
Faith alone will tell f u l f i l l i n g a n d
‘DEAD’ headed the
page accompanied
you that Jesus is alive loving.
The fear of
by information on
and faith alone
death has a
dates and the cause
of death and a will sustain the hope crippling effect on
hosts of people in
cartooned sad face.
Feeling a mix- that his resurrection today’s world. For
them it is someture of mischief
promises for
thing to be pushed
and curiosity I
all of us.
out of mind and
typed in the names
never contem“Jesus Christ” and
plated. On the other hand to
“Jesus of Nazareth”. There was
witness the death of a faith-filled
no entry under these names. No
person is a huge privilege because
doubt you have to decide for
it confirms what joy there is in the
yourself about this question of
expectation of eternal life with
Jesus being DEAD or ALIVE,
Christ. In such circumstances
just as did the disciples of Jesus,
Jesus is ALIVE to the person
Mary his Mother and the faithful
dying and also to those who
apostles. There is no certainty
believe in His victory over death.
about the resurrection of Christ
In that truth we can find peace.
where there is no faith. Faith
Our Easter faith leads us to
alone will tell you that Jesus is
the wonderful certainty that Jesus
alive and faith alone will sustain
faced death and defeated it in life
the hope that his resurrection
that we might live through Him
promises for all of us.
and with Him and in Him.
The realization that Jesus is
May you and your family
ALIVE is at the core of the Easter
celebrate the gift of Easter in your
event and such a realization
lives secure in your belief in this,
changes your life. Christ’s death
the choicest of God’s blessings.
on the Cross is built on the
4
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Speaking at a general audience in
November, the Holy Father commented on
St. Paul, whose encounter with Christ on
the road to Damascus "literally
revolutionized his life... Christ became his
reason for being and the profound motive
of all his apostolic work," the Pope said to
the crowds gathered in St. Peter's Square.
"In his letters, after the name of God,
which appears more than 500 times, the
name most often mentioned is that of
Christ - 380 times," the Pontiff said in the
second reflection on St. Paul in his series of reflections on the men and
women of the early Church.
Benedict XVI said that the life of St. Paul, born in present-day Turkey,
leads one to understand "how Jesus Christ can influence a person's life and,
hence, also our own life. In fact, Jesus Christ is the apex of the history of
salvation and therefore the true discriminating point in the dialogue with
other religions," the Pope said.
The Holy Father said that in meeting Christ, St. Paul "no longer lives
for himself. ...He lives from Christ and with Christ: giving himself."
This is "the new orientation that the Lord has given us, which gives us
faith. Before the cross of Christ, highest expression of his self-giving, there
is no longer any one who can glorify himself," said Benedict XVI.
The Pope illustrated his words with what St. Paul writes in the Letter to
the Galatians: "But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the
world!" The Holy Father said that the Apostle teaches that Christian
identity is made up of two elements: "not to seek oneself, but to be clothed
in Christ, and to give oneself with Christ, and in this way participate
personally in the life of Christ himself to the point of being immersed in
him, sharing both in his death as well as his life."
The Pontiff encouraged the pilgrims to live this key aspect of Christian
life. "On one hand, faith must keep us in a constant attitude of humility
before God, more than that, of adoration and praise in relation to him. In
fact, what we are as Christians we owe only to him and to his grace. On
the other hand," the Pope added, "our radical belonging to Christ and the
fact that 'we are in him' must infuse in us an attitude of complete confidence
and immense joy. We must exclaim with St. Paul, ‘If God is for us, who is
against us?’"

Sr Veronica celebrates
fifty Golden Years
Along with six fellow Sisters of St Joseph, Sr Veronica Ryan celebrated fifty
years of religious profession in Perth on 21st of January.
Sr Veronica was born in Quirindi, New South Wales, on May 12, 1936.
She is the youngest in a family of four – always well defended by her three
loyal brothers, one of whom was a concelebrant at the Eucharist in the Como
Parish Church.
Sr Veronica came to know the Josephites when she attended St Joseph’s
School, Quirindi from 1942 until 1949. After her period of initial formation

Kimberley Kitchen

Carnarvon
Kangaroo
Tail Stew
Kimberley Kitchen, this issue,
hosts two Derby identities each
with their own version of a
‘Carnarvon Kangaroo Tail Stew’
Michael Fernandez came to
Derby, after doing the pipe line in
Broome with Jimmy Howard.
Michael’s father came from
Calcutta and settled in Carnarvon at
Brick House Station as a cook.

Sr Veronica Ryan enjoying the celebrations in Perth with Fr Mark Connolly CSSp,
Parish Priest of Wyndham in the north of the Kimberley. Photo: S Wood cfc.
in Sydney, she exercised her ministry of teaching in primary schools in a
number of New South Wales towns, including the residential St John the
Baptist Preparatory School, Hunter’s Hill and St Joseph’s Home, Kincumber.
Since 1971, Sr Veronica has been involved in Aboriginal Education at
Catholic Education Office level as well as in several Kimberley schools and
their communities.
The scripture quotation that has motivated Sr Veronica through her life is
taken from John’s gospel chapter 15, verse 5: ‘I am the vine, you are the
branches.’
The Kimberley Diocese has been fortunate to have the services of Sr
Veronica for the past thirty years and we hope and pray that there are many
more to come. This year she has offered to temporarily fill the post of
Religious Education Consultant in the Regional Catholic Education Office
for the First Term. She will continue to live in Wyndham.

Mirrilingki News
Sr Maria Sullivan, a Sister of St
Joseph from Perthville, New South
Wales has joined the Mirrilingki
Community for twelve months. Her
purpose at the Centre is to work
with the Sisters on a discernment
process to look to the future
development of the ministry of the
Sisters at Mirrilingki. She will also
assist with the running of the Centre
during the year. Sr Maria has been
ministering with newly arrived
refugees and young volunteers in
Sydney for the past twenty years.
She has recently returned from time
Photo: M Bruce
in Sudan during 2007.

Kimberley Mamid
Kimberley Mamid had this
recipe passed to her through her
mother and Nana.
Kimberley came to Derby
from Carnarvon three years ago.
She has three children: Hailey,
Leonard and Chelsea. Kimberley
is an Aboriginal Teacher Assistant
at Holy Rosary School in Derby.

Recipe

Michael Fernandez
From his father, Michael learnt the
art of making Carnarvon Kangaroo
Tail Stew.

Recipe
First skin it. Cut it at the joints
with an axe…..a little tomahawk is
no good.
Put in pot and add salt, curry and
water. Let it boil until all the meat
comes off the bone. Serve with any
kind of vegetables.

After skinning the tail, use a
sharp knife and cut at joints. Put it
in a large pot and cover with water.
Add salt, pepper and two onions.
Boil for one and half hours. While
the tail is still semi hard add
veggies: potato, carrots, celery
and pumpkin. Let that cook for 25
minutes until tender. Add 2
packets spring vegetable soup
mix. Simmer until veggies are
cooked.
To make the stew more soupy
and flavorsome mash pumpkin on
side of pot. Has to be served with
rice.
[Many butchers in the
Kimberley stock frozen Kangaroo
tails for human consumption.]

THE BOSS SHOP
OFFICE NATIONAL BROOME

Phone: 9192 2354
Service: 9192 1730
Fax: 9192 2429
Service: 9193 5779

Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies, Photocopying,
Laminating, Office Furniture,
Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
Machines - Sales & Service, Faxes, Printers,
Photocopiers, Cash Registers
MON - FRIDAY 8AM-5PM,
SAT 8AM-12NOON
26 Clementson Street
Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au
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MIRRILINGKI IS
CALLING FOR
VOLUNTEERS

Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre
For 21 APRIL to 26 JULY 2007.
This is a chance for people to experience
life in community in the Australian outback,
contributing to the ministry of Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre.
Volunteers are needed who are willing and able to do
ordinary things with flair and enthusiasm.
If you wish to know more, please visit our website

www.users.bigpond.com/mirrilingki
If you would like to be part of our community
please ring Sister Mary Baker RSJ on
(08) 9168 7884 and/or
fill in the application form on our website.
Mirrilingki is a cross-cultural Catholic centre which seeks to promote
formation in ministry and personal development across the Church of the
Kimberley in the spirit of National Reconciliation.

Caritas
Fr Emil Ciecierega, SDS, Diocesan Director

Project Compassion:
assisting people to be
“architects of their
own progress”
The Lenten season provides a
timely reminder of the role all
Catholics can play to help people
break free from poverty. Project
Compassion is Caritas Australia’s
major annual fundraiser and the
support generated every Lent
from Catholics all over Australia
allows the agency to continue to
help reduce poverty and hunger
in more than 35 countries around
the world.
Archbishop Doyle, Chairman of Caritas Australia, in his
message for this Lent has said,
‘Among Caritas’ many projects
we would like to help: the people
of Bangladesh through fishfarming and other income
generating activities; the people
of East Timor as they rebuild
their lives; the people of South
Africa as they respond to
HIV/AIDS and seek to challenge
the stigma and discrimination
associated with the disease; the
people of Peru as they develop
their crop and animal production; the people of Vietnam
through income generation,
financial savings programs and

health education; and indigenous people of Australia with
income management and health
initiatives.”
There are many ways a gift to
Project Compassion can make a
difference to people in need
around the world. $5 could
provide one balanced meal for a
child for one week in South
Africa. $20 could enable a family
of five in Vietnam to plant
enough corn to feed them for one
year. $50 could provide resources
for an indigenous person to be
trained in financial management
in Australia. $1900 could provide
fingerlings (baby fish) and pond
management in one village for
one year in Bangladesh.
Gifts can be made by: taking
a Project Compassion box home
from local parish churches or
school; sending a donation by
cheque or money order to Caritas
Australia GPO Box 9830 in any
Australian capital city; calling
1800 024 413, or by visiting the
Caritas Australia website at
www.caritas.org.au.

OPEN
Monday - Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12noon
And by appointment
26 Clemenston St. Ph 9192 3755
Fax 9192 3766 Mobile 0418 949 881
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University of Notre Dame

Broome Campus St Mary’s student
Library on display aims high
THE University of Notre Dame Broome Campus library gallery space
looks set for another event-packed semester with a number of intriguing
exhibitions planned.
The latest display will highlight the links between Broome and its
Japanese sister city. The Ancient Japanese Scrolls from Taiji will be on
display from March 19 to April 5. The six panels were donated to Broome
last year by the City of Taiji and are housed at the Broome Museum.
Broome Campus librarian, Lyn Quince said the museum had kindly
offered the panels to the University for the exhibit as the Museum had a
limited area for display and wanted as many people as possible to have
the opportunity to see them.
The library began the year with the ‘Australia Under Attack’
exhibition as part of the commemoration of the 65th anniversary of the
strafing of Broome. The grand
opening was held on March 2 with
Lt Cmdr. Doorman (retired) invited
to officially launch the exhibition.
The high standard of viewing
will continue in April with the
University of Wollongong’s ‘Voices
of Children’ exhibition, on display
from April 9 to 15. The exhibition
has travelled the globe and draws on
images and text constructed by
children.
The
Wulungarra
Community
School
in Fitzroy
Notre Dame Broome Campus librarian
Crossing was involved in the project
Lyn Quince has coordinated a variety of
and it is hoped the children will be
exciting exhibitions for 2007.
able to visit the library during the
Photo: M Doyle.
exhibition.

Alarna gets a dream start
The University of Notre Dame
Australia Broome Campus is
once again helping students at
nearby Broome Senior High
School achieve their goals
through its support of the ‘Follow
the Dream’ program.
The
program, supported by the
Broome Campus since 2005,
aims to assist talented indigenous
students with their studies,
particularly during Year 12.
Alarna Maher is one student
who is showing the benefit of the
program. The Year 11 student
won the ‘Follow the Dream’ Most
Promising Student Shield during
an Indigenous Awards Night at
the end of last year. Alarna said
the ‘Follow the Dream’ award

enabled her to keep going in her
studies.
“I’m excited, but
nervous about the year ahead,”
she said. “I’ve just got to keep my
head down for a while and stay
focussed.”
Alarna will study History,
Human Biology, Geography,
English and Maths this year, but
is not sure which career she will
follow. Although psychology is
one area that holds particular
interest for her.
‘Follow the Dream’ coordinator, Mr Tim Gray said Alarna
had stepped up from someone
who was once unsure of whether
she would be capable of passing
her TEE studies. “She decided to
aim high and worked extremely

Mathew Wellington is the winner
of The University of Notre Dame
Australia Broome Campus Aiming
High Scholarship. The scholarship is an annual award presented
to a St Mary’s College Year 11
student who has achieved
outstanding academic success in
the lead up to TEE. The
scholarship covers the cost of text
books for Mathew’s first year of
TEE, which this year will see him
s t u d y C h e m i s t r y, P h y s i c s ,
Calculus, Trigonometry, Geometry, English and Maths.
“I want to keep my head down
and work hard, just want to do well
and not struggle through,” Mathew
said. “It was a bit daunting when I
first got the timetable and the text
books.” But he believes concentrating on activities outside of
simply studying will help him
achieve a successful year. “I’m
interested in engineering, but
wouldn’t mind working in sport
sciences,” he said. “But I’m
keeping my options open.”
St Mary’s Head of Senior
School Mr Ian Hagen said Mathew

Aiming High Scholarship winner
Mathew Wellington talks about his
academic ambitions with Broome
Campus Executive Director Gavin
Greaves. Photo: M Doyle.
was determined to do well and
succeed in getting to University
and was a very deserving recipient
of this important prize. “The
association with the local Campus
of Notre Dame means a lot to St
Mary's as we are developing and
strengthening our relations with
the University as a means of
encouraging the students to reach
their potential,” he said. “It is also
a great encouragement for our
students to see the University
actively supporting them.”

“The Follow the Dream
hard to get into the position where
program is starting to reap rewards
she now has confidence in her own
throughout the state and it is a
ability to succeed in the tertiary
pleasure to be able to offer our
academic pathway,” Mr Gray said.
support,” he said.
“Alarna is an example of what
local students can do up
here. They don’t have to
go away to achieve
excellent academic
results in high school,” he
said. “There is no reason
why indigenous kids
can’t achieve or reach as
high as anyone else.”
Broome Campus
Executive Director
Gavin Greaves, who is
on the ‘Follow the
Dream’ steering committee, said the program ‘Follow the Dream’ award winner, Alarna Maher gets
was a very proactive some academic help from Broome Campus
concept.
Executive Director Gavin Greaves. Photo: M Doyle.
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Priestly Profile
This month, Fr Emil Ciecierega, Parish Priest of La Grange-Bidyadanga, gives us some insight into
his life as a priest in the Broome Diocese.

My name is Fr Emil Ciecierega. I
am one of the twenty-two Polish
Salvatorians working in Australia.
I came to Australia straight after
my ordination in Poland, over
eighteen years ago. I’ve worked
most of my time in the South West
of WA. My last parish, before
coming to the Kimberley, was
Balcatta in Perth.
I arrived in the Kimberley in
the middle of July 2004. Since
then, I’ve been at La GrangeBidyadanga Parish. Apart from
regular pastoral duties in the parish
I have been on the Board of
Centacare Kimberley for about a
year and from July 2005 I have
been the Diocesan Director of
Caritas.
The things that I enjoy most
about working in the Kimberley
are the friendliness of the people

8

and the challenge of working in a
cross-cultural environment. When
I look at the Church and the people
of the Kimberley, what gives me
hope is a slow growth in the
involvement of some people in the
life of the Church.
Things that challenge me most
are the weather in the wet season,
the lack of response of many
people to ideas and suggestions put
forward, the small numbers who
attend church regularly and the
seeming lack of interest of many
people in the life of the Church on
a regular basis.
The one thing I would like to
see changed in our Community,
and I think it applies to the whole
of the Kimberley, is to see more lay
people being more actively
involved in the life of the Church.
I realise that it is a slow process,
and it may take years to achieve
visible results, but as long as we
move in the right direction, there
is hope for the future.
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Timor Report Seeks Justice
Dan McAloon: Sydney - 16 Nov 2006
The fifteenth anniversary of the Santa Cruz Massacre, November 12,
was the date chosen for the Sydney launch of “Chega!”, the
comprehensive report on human rights violations in Timor-Leste,
covering the years 1974 to 1999.
The launch of “Chega!” was hosted by the Sydney-based Jesuit
Social Justice Centre, Uniya, at Mary Mackillop Place, North
Sydney. The event was the first in a series of launches planned over
coming weeks to publicise the justice recom-mendations contained
in the final report produced by the Timor-Leste Commission for
Reception, Truth and Reconciliation
(CAVR).
The 2,500 page report is the
collective testimony of the survivors
of the human rights abuses endured
by the indigenous Timorese at the
hands of the occupying Indonesians
over 24 years.
For the full report on Chega go to
www.apo.org and search for CAVR

New boat to
patrol our waters
The Navy has a new patrol boat – HMAS Broome – commissioned in
the Port of Pearls town on Saturday 10 February 2007. The Armidale
Class vessel is 55 metres long and is armed with a 30mm rapid fire
weapon. With its state of the art radar/communications technology
and faster more economical engine it is well suited to patrolling the
northern waters of Australia between Darwin and Broome.
Three admirals from the Australian Navy joined guests at
Broome’s jetty where smart looking cadets from TS Broome formed
part of the guard who marched before the assembly to begin the
festivities. The Ship’s Commanding Officer Lieutenant JA Harper,
RAN, was handed his Ship’s Commission and the boat was blessed
by Navy padres led by Principal Chaplain Mgr Brian Rayner from
Sydney. The Navy Prayer was recited and the ensign unfurled.
Guests and Navy personnel, including the twenty two member
crew of HMAS Broome, have promised that the patrol boat will be a
frequent visitor to the increasingly busy Kimberley port.

Wonders of the Kimberley
A glimpse at its unique environment by Brian Kane

‘A chorus of frogs’
Have you ever been in the most sensitive room in your home and
encountered the famous Kimberley green frog? Disconcerting as
they may be in such a situation, these frogs are nevertheless an
integral part of our environment.
There are at least thirty-nine species of frogs listed as occurring
in the region of the Kimberley with such interesting common names
as the Javelin Frog, the Striped Rocket Frog, the Desert Tree Frog,
the Wailing Frog and the Bumpy Rocket Frog, which is the racing
car of the frog world. It is fast, muscular and streamlined and can
make leaps of over a metre. Interestingly, an endemic cave-dwelling
frog was discovered only recently (in 1979) among the sandstone
gorges of the Mitchell Plateau.
The first wet season downpour in the Kimberley is enough to stir
frogs into action. In no time at all, frogs come out to play and fill the
air with a chorus of voices. By listening carefully, you can
distinguish different types of calls - with some calls sounding like
laughter while others sound like a baby crying.
All frogs require water to breed and most live in wet
environments such as flood plains, creeks, remnant rainforest
patches and dams. They feed on insects, beetles, grasshoppers, ants,
termites and spiders.

HMAS Broome was commissioned at the port town on Saturday 10 February
2007. This is the second ship to bear the name Broome – the first was a
second World War Corvette that served with distinction in the far east and the
new patrol boat is a state-of-the-art 55metre vessel, with a crew of 22,
destined to defend the integrity of Australia’s northern waters. Photo: CAS.

Cadets of the TS Broome march before those assembled for the
Commissioning of HMAS Broome. Photo: CAS.

Prayer for the Ship’s Company
Read by Lieutenant Evan Smith, RAN
Eternal God, help us to live in peace and happiness as we serve you
and our country as members of this ship’s company. Enable us to
be worthy of those who sail with us, and grant us a willing spirit to
fulfil whatever duties may be given us. Strengthen our faith that
we may all help one another in living Navy’s values of honour,
honesty, courage, integrity and loyalty, and when our life’s work is
done may we all meet again and find true rest in the eternal
happiness of your presence; through Christ our Lord. Amen

The Kimberley Green Tree frog. Photo B Kane.
There are frogs that cacoon themselves in a moisture sac
underground over the long dry season ready for the first rains so they
can emerge from hibernation. One such frog found commonly in the
Kimberley is the Northern Spotted Grass Frog, which buries itself
underground or retreats to permanent swamps or paperbark patches
after the wet season.
Scientists say that the presence of frogs is a sure sign that our
environment is in a healthy condition. This is a good reason for us
to understand and protect our native frog communities.
Further information: BK’s Kimberley nature website:
http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/nature/aaopen.html
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From the Office of Justice, Ecology & Peace
By Br Shane Wood, CFC

Clean and green....and nuclear?
Much has been spoken and
written in recent months about the
option of nuclear power to provide
a fix for our over reliance on fossil
fuels and the need we have in
Australia to rein in our excessive
production of greenhouse gases.

Clearly we need to decrease our
emissions and provide a
leadership role in this matter, even
if other industrialised and
developing countries do not wish
to do this. To place the blame on
developing nations like China and

FIGURE 1: Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions
by economic sector, 2004 [taken from Australian Greenhouse Office,
Department of the Environment and Heritage, May 2006]

to focus a change in the way this
sector operates. We owe it to
future generations as well as to
ourselves to make significant
changes to the way we currently
operate as reliant consumers of
these products. The big question

is whether the development of
nuclear energy is the answer.
More on this in the next issue. I
would be interested in our readers’
thoughts; send them to
jep@broomediocese.org.

Kimberley Catholic
School Principals
Thanksgiving Mass
By: Gerard Tonti-Filippini, Religious Education Consultant, CEO

•
The largest single source of emissions is estimated to be the
electricity, gas and water economic sector, accounting for 36 per cent of
Australia’s emissions.
• Australia’s primary industries (agriculture, forestry and fisheries and
mining) accounted for 32 per cent of emissions.
•
The residential sector accounted for 9 per cent of emissions.

An article published in the
Age newspaper in June 2004
reminded us all that:
Australia produces 27 per cent
more greenhouse gases per capita
than the next culprit, the United
States, and emissions are more
than double the per capita
average for [other] industrialised
countries. It is not only on a per
head basis that Australian
emissions are significant. The
country's total volume of annual
greenhouse gas emissions exceeds
those of France and Italy, each of
which has about three times
Australia's population.
These figures and comments
raise significant issues for us in
Australia and in Western
Australia. In 2005, WA was
estimated to have produced just
o v e r 1 2 % o f t h e n a t i o n ’s
greenhous gas emissions while we
constituted only 10% of the
nation’s population. Given the
figures, what do we need to do?
10

India for producing large emission
levels when we are happy to have
them take our raw materials and
manufacture products that we can
buy back cheaply is hardly a fair
or rational argument for not taking
a stand. We need to clean up our
own act first.
The Prime Minister has
initiated a national debate on a
potential move to increased
mining of uranium, with possible
sales even to countries who have
not signed the requisite
international treaties. He has been
up front in his support for a
nuclear energy industry for
Australia, claiming that it is ‘clean
and green’ and the only way to
supply our ‘base load’ power
needs. Clearly from the figures
above, the biggest contribution to
solving this problem needs to
come from the electricity, gas and
water sectors, not from
households. However, all of us
benefit from this economic sector
and all of us need to take measures
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Kimberley Catholic School principals, Catholic Education Office
staff and members of the Broome Diocese gathered in Our Lady
Queen of Peace Cathedral, Broome, on Thursday 9 November 2006,
for a Thanksgiving Eucharist with principal celebrant Bishop
Christopher Saunders.
The ceremony was moving and meaningful as those present also
farewelled several principals who had given wonderful service to
Catholic Education in the Kimberley. We wish the departing
principals joy and success in the challenges and ventures that lie
ahead and we cherish the memories we have of their contributions to
the communities of the Kimberley.

Br Bernie Cooper fsc, Principal of Luurnpa Catholic School, Balgo in the
Western Desert of the Kimberley, along with other Principals read the Prayers
of the Faithful at the Thanksgiving Mass. Photo: S Glasson.
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Social Justice Sunday Statement 2006

Social Justice Sunday
Statement 2006

The Heart of our
Country: Dignity and justice

Broome Launch at
Notre Dame,
Broome Campus

for our Indigenous sisters and
brothers
Summary
It was just over twenty years ago in Alice
Springs that Pope John Paul II addressed
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples of Australia as brothers and
sisters.
The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social
Justice Sunday Statement for 2006 drew
on the historic address to deal with an
issue of great importance for Australian
society: dignity and justice for Indigenous
people.

Pope John Paul raised four important
issues when he spoke in Blatherskite Park
at Alice Springs. He challenged all
Australians to ensure the preservation of
Indigenous cultures. He called on us to
seek and explore the points of agreement
between Indigenous traditions and those
of Jesus and all of his people. The Holy
Father praised the way the Indigenous
peoples had cared for the land. And, by
naming past hurts and
continuing injustices
endured by Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
peoples, he confronted the
national community of
Australia with the need to
move towards true
reconciliation.
The full impact of
Pope John Paul II’s
address in Alice Springs
is still being realised as
we continue to explore
the path to
reconciliation. In their
Social Justice Sunday
Statement, the Bishops
considered many of the
great achievements
since these words
were spoken in 1986,
and what is still left to
be done in taking up
the challenges before
us all.

by Bishop
Christopher
Saunders DD,
Bishop of
Broome
19 September
2006
In publishing the Social Justice Sunday
Statement the Bishops of Australia have
chosen the topic entitled ‘The Heart of
Our Country – Dignity and justice for our
Indigenous sisters and brothers’. It is an
expression of solidarity and continuing
hope for the aspirations and rights of
Australia’s first peoples. It is at once a
celebration and a remembrance of the
visit of the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II,
to Alice Springs in 1986. There at
Blatherskaite Park, 20 years ago, the
Pontiff gave a ground-breaking talk that
one Australian historian described as the
most subversive speech delivered in
Australia in the 20th Century.
The speech was ‘ground-breaking’
because it put before the Church and the
people of Australia a framework of justice
needs and rights for indigenous people
that previously had only been rarely
proclaimed in high places. It was
subversive because it sought to give a
prominence to Aboriginal society and
culture that overturned prejudicial
thoughts that the might of the new
settlers properly extinguished or
diminished or excluded the rights of
Australia’s indigenous peoples to a place
of profound dignity in their own land.
The Bishops’ Statement is a
discussion paper and a teaching
document that very ably attempts to
break open the content of the Holy
Continued page II...
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Continued from page I...
Father’s speech and looking at what was
said there the Bishops seek to discover
how we as Church and nation have or
have not met the challenges laid bare
before us by John Paul in 1986. This
paper offers us a platform to re evaluate
ourselves as Church and as a nation.
Quite clearly our moral worth stands or
falls according to our willingness to stand
firm on matters of ethical principle and be
resolute in the quest for truth and justice.
The Document fairly mentions the
progress that has been made on matters
concerning Native Title. It outlines the
valiant attempts by groups, churches and
individuals to help Indigenous cultures
preserve their identity and maintain their
traditions. It gives due credit to schools
committed to a ‘two-way learning’
process and it heralds the ongoing efforts
in ministry and service and in matters of
dialogue and community development.
In addition it recognizes that the road to
reconciliation has been more travelled
now than ever before in Australia’s
history. The long journey has well and
truly begun.
Just as importantly this Statement
voices acutely the demands for more to
be done. Issues related to inequality of
opportunity diminish the possibilities for
Aboriginal equity in the prosperity we
presently enjoy, for instance, in this part
of the Country. Inadequate and substandard housing for indigenous
Australians appears to be too readily
tolerated by Governments and nonindigenous citizens. And while useful
progress has been made in the area of
indigenous health there is evidently one
clearly defined set of statistics relating to
non-indigenous Australians and another
for indigenous. The gap in life
expectancy between these groups
remains perilously disparate. Suicide in
the Kimberley is predominantly a youthful
phenomenon and Aboriginal – as it is in
the Northern Territory. Emerging
Government policies addressing remote
communities has put some of them
under direct threat of closure. The
II
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progress made in the recognition of
cultural ways of life in recent years is
thus submerged by the rhetoric of
economic outcomes and the dogma of
economic rationalism. Prisons, including
our own here, hold inmates who are in
number disproportionately aboriginal. In
Broome, incarceration is a local growth
industry that locks away marginalized
people from the gaze of holidaying sunseekers.
The changes that are needed for a
better life for indigenous peoples in
Australia will only be possible if the will
to change is deliberately and methodically
brought to bear on the problems. The
investment of resources by the public
and private sectors must accompany
imagination if we are going to see the
time when, as Vincent Lingiari put it, ‘we
can live together as mates’.
So long as Aboriginals do not have a
voice in the building of their future, so
long as they are under-represented in the
planning and administration of their lives,
we will continue to see more of the
same.
The Church, I emphasize, does not go
unscathed in recounting the work that
still needs to be done if Aboriginals are to
take their rightful place in communions of
faith. The message of Jesus who heals
and liberates must still be translated into
cultural forms that are familiar to
Aboriginal people. Words and deeds in
faith praxis have to be relevant and I
think it fair to say that the gift of
imagination is not adequately applied by
Church leaders to the challenges of intercultural faith celebrations and ministry.
But, on a hopeful note, change is
indeed possible. The metaphor of the
bushfire-burnt gum tree sprouting new
shoots is as much a description of the
resilience of the Aboriginal people as it is
a sign of hope for all of us. When John
Paul used this image in his speech he
painted a picture that we are familiar with
and in that context we remain ever
hopeful and steadfastly committed to
justice as a way of life for all Australians.

Fr Brian McCoy sj was a
guest speaker at the
launch of the Australian
Bishops’ Social Justice
Sunday Statement, in La
Perouse NSW in
September 2006. This is
an abridged version of
his speech.
In visiting an
Aboriginal community
recently I was
reminded of a Kukatja
desert saying:
marlakarti nyawa,
kurranyu nyinama.
Literally, ‘look back if
you want to go forward’. It is one of those
wisdom sayings that, at first sight, appears
to be a paradox. How can we go forward if
we are looking backwards? What this
saying reveals is a valuable Indigenous
insight: to be human is to be intimately
connected with one’s past. Marlakarti
nyawa means more than ‘let’s have a quick
look, see what happened in the past and
then move on’, as some of our political and
community leaders sometimes propose. It
means to look within and deeply engage
our past. It is to allow the meaning of what
is past to be revealed within our present. It
is to recognise how our past has shaped
and moulded us, and how it has made us
the people we are today. Only then, when
we honestly and deeply know how our
past continues to live within the present,
can we kurranyu nyinama. Only then, can
we safely, honestly and purposefully move
forward.
When Pope John Paul II spoke in Alice
Springs twenty years ago, he offered the
assembled group of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples the image of a tree.
They were like a tree, he suggested, that
had been burned and scarred but had also
survived. This earthy image continues to
resonate with many people today. An
ancient way of life has been badly
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wounded by the effects of colonisation, but
it continues to hold life and share that life
with others. There is evidence of a
resilience and deeper strength that lies
within the hurts and sufferings of the past.
However, what also holds true and what
can so often be denied, is that if we
seriously engage our past, we, the nonIndigenous people, will recognise that we
have also been burned and scarred as well.
In our failure to establish a dignified and just
relationship with Indigenous people we
have suffered, and we are diminished as a
nation as a result. It is this relationship – its
pain, as also its promise and hope of
healing – that this Social Justice Statement
calls us to acknowledge and address today.
Above all, the Statement reminds us,
we need to listen to Indigenous voices...As
the voices of other Indigenous people have
been silenced through the demise of
ATSIC, and as important political decisions
continue to be made without elected

consultation, we need even more today to
pay attention to those voices…We need
also to listen to the hurts, angers and
frustrations that emerge from this wounded
relationship. There is increasing evidence
that the fire of colonisation often spread
unchecked and unacknowledged
throughout our history. Such a fire threatens
once again as with recent changes to the
Native Title legislation, the gradual eroding
of communal [land] title and the threat to
abolish the Northern Territory permit
system. In recent months, and from a range
of Government ministers, we have heard of
the need for the introduction of a new
paternalism and the abolition of remote
outstation communities…The need to
engage our past so that we might find a
way forward is not a new or radical one.
And, it is not only Indigenous people who
remind us that our past reveals and
challenges our present. Christians have
believed for centuries, as they have tried to

live the Christian gospel, that they needed
regularly to return to the company of Jesus
at the Last Supper and on the Cross.
We know that, at the heart of our
country, we share this ancient land. We
share a past that calls us to courageously
remember its place within our
present…The invitation by this year’s Social
Justice Statement, as was the message of
Pope John Paul II twenty years ago, is to
encourage us to stop, marlakarti nyawa,
look back, so that kurranyu nyinama, we
can move forward. However, we will only
move forward, and we will only find dignity
and justice for our Indigenous sisters and
brothers, if we can turn around and allow
our Indigenous past to be recognised for
the place and the relationship it lives within
us now.
[Fr Brian is a Fellow for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Health Research, La
Trobe University and a past Parish Priest of
Balgo-Kutjungka.]

Farewell to
longest-serving
priest

the 56th anniversary of my ordination to
the priesthood
Broome-time (1954-9) was truly a time
of enchantment for me. The lush country
after rain, the cooling down after Easter,
followed by the cool time until the return
of the wet. Broome was a quiet little town
by the Bay. The shops closed at midday
and the children went home from school
for a rest. The town came alive again as
the sun was setting. The people were
friendly; they were poor. Their lives
revolved around the comings and goings
of the pearl luggers and the seasonal
export of cattle. I ministered as a priest to
the many young people of the bustling
parish.
Bidyadanga-time of 33 years, was a
blessing and a time of learning. It was
here I learnt the ways and the languages
of tribal Aboriginal people – some coastal
and many from the desert. It was at La
Grange (Bidyadanga) that Dr Geoffrey
O’Grady, one of Australia’s greatest
linguists, taught me the structure of the
Aboriginal languages. The Pallottine, Fr
Worms and Dr Petri and his wife Gisella
taught me the substance of Aboriginal
culture. In time, we at La Grange sang
and prayed, in language.

And finally, Notre Dame — time (19962006). This has been a time of hope born
of the educational opportunities offered to
the Aboriginal and local people. As I leave
you, I leave with a happy heart knowing
that education will mean security, dignity
and self assurance for all the people of
the Kimberley. During my Notre Dame
time, Bishop Saunders has encouraged
the more active participation of the
Aboriginal people in their worship.
I thank you for your love and support
over the years. I thank you for the gifts
you have given. I especially thank the
Bishop and his priests, my Pallottine
confreres, the Sisters, the Lay
missionaries and all of you gathered here
today.
When Bishop Saunders was ordained
in 1996, at the reception I quoted some
verses from the Jesuit poet, Gerard Manly
Hopkins. I quote them again
Christ plays in ten thousand places
Lovely in limbs and lovely in eyes not his
To the Father
Through the features of men’s faces.
As I bid you farewell know that I take
with me the Christ who shines through
the eyes and features of the many
nations that make up this place.

Fr McKelson left the
Broome Diocese last
year after over 50 years
of service. Here is an
edited version of his
speech on that occasion,
given at Notre Dame,
Broome.
This past week is
filled with pleasant
events and happy
memories for me.
Last Sunday, the
Feast of St John the
Baptist, the people of
Bidyadanga bade me
farewell. Last Thursday, the feast of Sts
Peter and Paul, was the anniversary of my
arrival in Broome in 1954, and today, is
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Notre Dame Graduation,
Broome WA
28 July 2006
Address given by Fr Ray Hevern
SAC – Provincial of the Pallottines
The circumstances of
the Pallottine arrival in
the north west
probably mirror those
of a lot of
congregations who
were swept up in the
mission of the Church
in the latter part of the nineteenth century.
The Pallottine outreach to aboriginal
communities happened only gradually,
across 54 years. In 1916 Fr Droste, who
had previously visited Lombadina and met
Thomas and Agnes Puertollano, moved to
their community permanently to replace
Fr Nicholas Emo.
Later, with the three coastal
communities settled [including
Kalumburu], Bishop Raible considered it
was time for a move inland. In 1934 Fr
Francis Hügel, and two brothers, Joseph
Schüngel and Henry Krallmann traveled by
truck to Rockhole Station, 30 kms west of
Halls Creek. Beagle Bay people Paddy
Merindjam and his wife Bertha, George
Kelly and his wife Maggie and two sons,
and Phillip Cox accompanied them. Five
years later, after a reconnaissance trip into
the country south of the Salt Lake this
venture was relocated to the Great Sandy
Desert region where, following enormous
difficulties in establishing a secure water
source, it evolved into the Balgo [or
Wirrimanu] community.
On New Year’s Day 1955 the
government handed over responsibility for
La Grange [Bidyadanga today]. Fr Francis
Hügel was again on the front line, again
with aboriginal people from Beagle Bay,
Lawrence and Maggie Williams, Nellie and
Albert Dann, Ernie Sarah and his wife.
As the sacramental needs developed
with the gradual increase in population
Pallottines were also called to serve in the
emerging towns. Records indicate that Fr
White left Beagle Bay to minister to the
IV
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people of Broome in 1903. After WWII
the commitment expanded not only to
Derby but eastwards. The first permanent
priests were appointed to Wyndham [in
1960], Halls Creek [in 1962], and
Kununurra [in 1967].
Returning to the thirties Bishop Raible
recognised that it was imperative to
engage local Australian personnel. In 1937
the Vicariate purchased a property in
Melbourne. The first applicant was John
Hennessey and, including a 19 yr old
Joseph Kearney, the novitiate opened in
Feb. 1940. They were joined three years
later by another 19 yr old - Kevin
McKelson. He was initially Fr Ernest
Worms’ curate in Broome where he
honed his natural skills in languages under
an experienced master. He recalls that, as
his father was a hatter, he arrived with a
felt hat which he soon changed to a straw
one!
It is important to acknowledge that
Pallottines were by no means the first,
nor the only bearers of the good news in
this region. Many religious congregations
walked with us, and inspired us – the St
John of God Sisters from as early as
1907. Many quite exceptional lay people
likewise, some supplementing the
predominantly manual work of the
brothers, some the educational and health
care and administrative work of the
religious. Such were their numbers that
volunteer training centres were
established in Victoria and NSW.
One story yet to be fully recorded is
the involvement of aboriginal people
themselves, particularly those from
Beagle Bay, who reached out for
generations to their own people. They
shared the sacrifices, they shared the
hardship and the isolation that went with
pioneering and being on the front line.
And it is important to recognise that
that sharing, and that support of the
ministry of priests and religious, was not
just with their hands but with their words
and pre-eminently through the witness of
their own lifestyle to people who had
never heard of Jesus, especially in first
contact situations. My reading of the
origins of this tremendous faith outreach

is that it has principally two centres –
Beagle Bay and the Derby Leprosarium.
There are many wonderful stories of the
people from those two places
accompanying the newcomers as they
ventured out into distant and unfamiliar
places. Perhaps some of you are aware of
the amazement of the priest from
Kununurra in the early seventies who
arrived at Texas Downs on his initial
station run, only to discover that the
community had set aside a simple
building, just like the ones they were
living in, as a chapel where they gathered
for the Rosary every Sunday. It had been
ten years since a priest had visited!
Women in that community had learnt to
pray the Rosary with the Sisters during
the time they were patients at the
Leprosarium.
So it was the aboriginal people were
surely the first lay volunteers. Not just in
the sense of being of practical assistance,
which was invaluable – they became
integral to the Church’s mission, actively
engaged, often leaving their communities
for long periods, and became models to
their own people in the witness of their
own deep faith. Perhaps the extraordinary
richness of modern day aboriginal
Christian art is both an expression, and
extension, of that. As also is their option
for faith based education for their children.
Today we applaud all the students
who are graduating.
In the context of their history for the
aboriginal students this is an incredible
achievement. Many of you will be able to
trace family connections back to those
already mentioned, but there are many
others besides. Their influence reached
around the Kimberley, but also to Port
Hedland and beyond. In reflecting on your
own achievements acknowledge too the
wonderful legacy you have inherited and,
in becoming academically qualified, use
your own gifts and your own skills – and
your innate spirituality – to reach out
energetically in your own circumstances
to bring about the kingdom of God in
today’s world.

Catholic Education Office News

New Principals for Kimberley Schools
The following Principals have
been appointed to our schools
across the Kimberley for 2007:
JOHN ROSE - Principal of
Sacred Heart School in Beagle
Bay, on the Dampier Peninsula.
John joins the Sacred Heart
community from his Assistant
Principalship at Aquinas College
Junior School in Salter Point, WA.

ALIDA COWAN - Principal
of John Pujajangka-Piyirn School
in the East Kimberley community
of Mulan. Alida joins the Mulan
community from the Warmun
community where she was a
member of staff at Ngalangangpum School.

position she commenced at the
start of Term 3, 2006. Clare joins
the St Joseph’s community from
St Michael’s School in Bassendean, WA where she was Assistant
Principal.
BRENDON LAWLOR Principal of Holy Rosary School
i n D e r b y, a p o s i t i o n h e
commenced during Term 3, 2006.
Brendon joins the Holy Rosary
community from St Mary’s Primary School in Lancefield, Vic.

Brendon Lawlor

Literacy and Numeracy
Induction Workshop
By Nicole Murphy, Literacy Consultant

John Rose
Alida Cowan

DEAN SAVOIA - Principal
of Warlawurru Catholic School in
Red Hill, in the East Kimberley.
D e a n j o i n s t h e Wa r l a w u r r u
c o m m u n i t y f r o m S t J o h n ’s
Catholic Primary in Silkwood, Qld
where he was Assistant Principal.

CLARE GRAY - Principal of
St Joseph’s School in Wyndham in
the far north of the Kimberley, a

2007 – a new school year, and for many Kimberley students, an
introduction to a new group of teachers. This year the CEO Broome
welcomed forty-seven inductee teachers to Kimberley Catholic
schools. They came from near and far to continue their journey
towards providing quality education for children in the Kimberley.
Over four days, the group explored Kimberley Literacy and
Numeracy initiatives and Western Australian curriculum initiatives
and directives. During the workshop, conducted in Broome during
February, participants had many opportunities to share knowledge,
stories and experience. Their generous participation in the organised
activities bodes well for Kimberley students who will benefit greatly
from this intake of highly motivated and enthusiastic people.
Most importantly the networking and relationship building that
occurred throughout the workshop and through the organised evening
meals will hold the new Kimberley teachers in good stead for the
challenging year ahead.

Clare Grey

Dean Savoia

BARRY ENNIS - Principal
of Lombadina-Djarindjin Catholic
School on the Dampier Peninsula,
a position he commenced at the
start of the year. Barry joins the
Lombadina-Djarindjin community
from St Peter’s Catholic School in
North Bendigo, Vic where he was
Principal.

Bonding over a pizza or two - the new teachers enjoy a meal on their final
evening at Cable Beach Club. Photo: F Jamieson.
Barry Ennis
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Catholic Mission
Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

Catholic Mission
Broome says
‘Thank you’
I would like to thank our Catholic schools and parish
communities for the generous support and contributions to Catholic
Mission in the past. It is a concrete opportunity for us to show real
solidarity with our nearest neighbours and thousands of communities
around the world. Catholic Mission gives each one of us an
opportunity to live out our baptismal calling to share in Christ’s
mission. Over the years Australians have shown themselves to be
very generous in responding to global needs. Our challenge today is
to maintain this concern and interest beyond the needs of our own
family, parish and country. Generosity in times of crisis is important,
but it is also important to keep in mind the ongoing drama of twothirds of the world struggling to survive daily.
Each of us belongs to a community. This belonging is
fundamental to being human. It is something every face has in
common. We are accompanying each other as the pilgrim Church on
earth. It is the basis of all that we do. We believe that Jesus is present
to each person, each community as they journey through life. We
believe that Jesus works through us to bring life and hope to all.
Catholic Mission invites you to connect your parish with
thousands of communities that make up the Universal Church both
near and far. The Church’s work of evangelisation is sharing the
Good News and our own resources with others, praying for others
and working in solidarity to bring about a more just and equitable life
for all, so that the communities on earth live by and reflect the values
of the Gospel.
If you would like to make any contribution towards Catholic
Mission please contact Fr Daniel Chama at Catholic Mission Office
in Broome on 08 9193 5888 or send your donations to Catholic
Mission Broome, Po Box 151, Broome WA 6725. Small though your
contribution may be, it can change the life of someone else who may
be more in need than you are. I wish everyone a wonderful and
successful year in 2007.

WYD08

World Youth Day
Sydney 2008
World Youth Day 2008. 15 – 20 July

Kimberley World Youth Day
Office message to the young
people of the Kimberley
“Through the guidance of the
Holy Spirit it is time for you to
pray and ask God for guidance in
your faith journey towards the
XXIII World Youth Day held in
Sydney 2008.”
So start saving if you want to
be a part of the pilgrimage to
WYD 2008. The cost will be
$2000 per person.
Erica Bernard, Kimberley
WYD08 Coordinator, can be
contacted on 9193 5032 or
0427 970 028, Email:
kwydc@stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au
WYD08 Website: www.wyd2008.org

Contact your Parish Priest or
Pastoral Associate about
World Youth Day now.

The Holy Father has asked all young people to
reflect on the words of Jesus:

‘Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another’

After much anticipation, the ground has been cleared for the construction of the new aged
care facility in Broome to begin. This facility will have 56 beds and be a replacement for
the Germanus Kent Hostel. It will replace the current facility which has also been managed
by Southern Cross Homes. Dr Frank Prendergast was in Broome recently to inspect
progress and to visit the Broome Campus of Notre Dame University to continue to build
links between the University’s Nursing School and Southern Cross Homes.
Representatives of the traditional land owners, Rubibi, Frank Sebastian, Micklo Corpus and Cissy
Djaigween with Senator the Hon Santo Santoro, Minister for the Ageing, at the recent ‘Turning of the
Sod’ to mark the commencement of works on the new Clementson Reserve aged care facility.
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Erica Bernard, Co-ordinator of
Kimberley World Youth Day 2008.

March 2007 –
501 days to go
W.Y.D.

New Aged Care Facility
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WYD Sydney 2008, July 15th,
is not far away.

(Jn 13:34)

Obituary

Sr Raphael Sullivan 1919 – 2006
Eulogy - Delivered by Sr Pauline
O’Connor at Our Lady Queen of
Peace Cathedral, Broome, 24
November 2006

Church or clothes for the Sisters.
Raph has used her skills to cover
worn out chairs, make items for
school concerts and we were
reminded that in 1993 she set to

Sr Raphael Sullivan was born on
27 November 1919 at Napoleons,
a small community about 10
miles south of Ballarat. Doreen,
as she was known to her family,
was the second girl in a family of
six.
Sr Raphael left Ballarat on 27
November 1944 and came to
Perth by train and then by plane
to Broome. She continued her
journey on to Beagle Bay by
truck with Mother Margaret and
Jacob Caesar as driver, arriving in
Beagle Bay on 9 December 1944.
Raph – as she was
affectionately known – spent her
early years mainly in
Lombadina and then in the
schools in Broome, Derby and
Beagle Bay. Like most John of
Gods of that time Raph took on
whatever role was thrust upon
her but it seemed that she really
came to her own as a teacher – I
am sure many of our older
generations who are still with us
can testify to being taught by
Raph.
From the classroom days
she edged into library work
firstly at Holy Rosary School
and then later at the Spirituality
Centre in the Old Convent in
Broome. In 1986 she eagerly
accepted the offer to have a
break from her beloved
Kimberley and so spent a
memorable period at Castle Hill
in Sydney. This was also a time
to be closer to her family and get
to know the younger
generations. She then returned
to Broome where she ministered
in the Spirituality Centre, the
Kimberley Bookshop and the
Church Sacristy – where she
teamed up with Liz Sockarni.
Raph was a wizard with the
sewing machine whether it was
making clothes for children in
earlier years, items for the

work and made 30 bedspreads and
curtains for 11 bedrooms – using
fabric from the Nunga Women’s
Group in Derby – for what we now
know as Notre Dame Broome
Campus. She had a really good eye
for design and colour and one knew
that if Raph complemented you on
a dress, blouse or skirt – it was
something!!
When in her early 80s, and
having lost the independence that
comes with a driving licence, Raph
was determined not to let her mind
become stagnant and so enrolled in
a Creative Writing Course of 40
lessons. She set forth on a new
journey as she searched the local
library for books, writing drafts by
hand and on the computer. She
would give drafts to the Sisters and
request feedback. In this way we
all shared her new journey into
creative writing for which the
Sisters awarded her a graduation
certificate and she donned a mortar
board with a great sense of fun.
Her keen intellect was with her
to the end. If one wanted to know
something – invariably it would be
suggested ‘ask Raph’. She was
ever enquiring and open to new
things. In the last months she had
so many questions about the iPod
and had us scrambling to get
answers for her. She had a great
mind for dates, people and places
and with her has gone an intimate
knowledge of so many families –
especially those of the Dampier
Peninsula.

She had a deep sense of
humour that a friend of hers
recently described as ‘quirky’.
She loved a joke and in the course
of a group conversation or meeting
she would often cock her eyebrow
and give a little knowing nod of
her head – you knew by these
gestures that Raph was in fact
saying a great deal more.
Raph loved life, meeting
people, wandering around the
shopping centre and meeting her
now grown up former students,
having cups of coffee at the
shopping centres and enjoying the
life around her. She was a gracious
lady until the very end as
witnessed in her concern for her
hospital carers when she thought
she was being a bother and they
looked tired. She radiated her
deep faith which she expressed

through contact with people.
She loved Leunig and was
forever collecting the cartoons
and sharing them around. She
could often see depths of
meaning that others struggled to
find. We think she would have
loved to have met the creator of
Leunig for a chat.
Above all Raph remained
true to her commitment as a SSJG
over her 62 years in the
Kimberley. The following quote
from Raph, in recent years, sums
up her philosophy: ‘Somehow
one seems to take on a role of
acceptance of what is on the go
and the change that is repeating
and evolving. I am actually
amazed how we have all found
inspiration and faith and deep
friendship – grieving, and
sustaining for everyone as the
need arises.’ That was our Raph.
May she rest in peace.

BOOK REVIEW

Climate Change: The
Challenge to all of us
Do you fully understand the reasons for climate change? Do you
wonder why it has taken so long for politicians and some scientists
to take it on board? If you are searching for some answers, then it
may be time to delve into some extra reading. Fr Sean McDonagh’s
new book: Climate Change: The Challenge to All of Us (Columba
Press 2006) is a good place to start. It
is written in clear, non-technical
language and provides some sharp
political insight into this issue which
has been the hot topic of discussion
around many meals and cups of coffee
as the changes in our weather leave us
astounded and asking questions.
Fr McDonagh explains the
difference between naturally occurring
warming and cooling of the earth and
human-induced climate change, looks at
the connection between extreme
weather patterns and climate change, Photo: Courtesy Columban
explains the Kyoto Protocol and Mission Centre
examines the concept of ‘ peak oil’. The
book offers suggestions on what can be done to reduce greenhouse
gases, both through energy efficiency and renewable energy.
Climate Change: The Challenge to All of Us is available from
Pauline Book and Media centres. The book can be ordered online at
www.paulinebooks.com.au at a cost of $29.95 per copy.
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Parish News
BALGO

Balgo Community Meets
By Br Geoff Kennewell, fsc
A series of incidents in the
community led Luke Dingle of the
Balgo Community Watch, to call a
meeting of the school children and
local community to discuss issues
concerning the children’s out of
school behaviours. The gathering
took place at the store meeting area
on Monday February 6, 2007.
It was considered that activities
such as roof running, property
damage and break-ins was not
appropriate and needed urgent

attention before someone was hurt.
A number of people spoke
strongly to the students about their
misbehaviour and to the adults
about the need for parents to
support bringing an end to such
behaviour.
Luke did a good job organising
the meeting and positive outcomes
occurred.
All hope that the good response
would continue for the rest of the
Term.

Mango
Madness
Fr Api Alvarez, Assistant Priest at
Balgo in the East Kimberley, along
with parish volunteers, Moya and
Jim Bruce, were busy raiding the
mango trees during their visit to
Broome in late 2006. The mangoes
were very popular in Balgo where
they were sold and raised a very
healthy donation to Catholic
Mission.

Meeting being addressed by Luke Dingle. Photo: Jane Thomas.

BROOME

Baptisms
Vanden and Kody were baptised by Bishop Christopher
Saunders in Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral, Broome on
Saturday 17 February 2007. They are seen here with their parents
(left to right) Wassey, Cheryl-Anne, Vanden Mark Davey, Bishop
Christopher Saunders, Kody Cheryl-Anne Cox, Nicole and Ralph.

Fr Api harvests the mangoes assisted
by Jim and Moya. Photo: J Grimson.

Former resident priest
researches men’s health
program
Fr Brian McCoy sj, former resident priest in Balgo, after completing
his Doctoral studies in 2002, is currently involved in research funded
through an NHMRC Postdoctoral Fellowship in Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Health. He is based at La Trobe University in Melbourne
and his Fellowship has a particular focus on health programs for
Aboriginal men. He returns to the
Kutjungka on a regular basis, as he
did recently, working with Palyalatju
Maparnpa Health and its men’s
health program. He is also working
with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander health projects in Perth
(Telethon Institute), James Cook
University (Townsville) and the
Cooperative Research Centre in
Aboriginal Health (CRCAH).
14
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Photo: J Grimson

Well done,
Joshua!
Joshua Sibosado of St Mary’s
College, Broome was the recipient
of the Bishop’s Leadership Award
in 2006. The award is made
annually to a Year 12 student of St
Mary’s College who has shown
leadership, with an emphasis on
Catholic
and
Christian
involvement, in school activities.
Congratulations Joshua.
Joshua is seen here being
congratulated by Fr Daniel Chama,
Administrator of Broome Parish, who
presented the award on Bishop
Saunders’ behalf. Photo: D Kelly

Parish News
DAMPIER PENINSULA

HALLS CREEK

Bardi dancers

Mass

The Bardi dancers, from One Arm Point on the Dampier Peninsula in
the West Kimberley, have been busy on the celebrity circuit this time in
Los Angeles with The Wiggles and starlets, Terri and Bindi Irwin of
crocodile fame. The Bardi performers have been in strong demand
overseas at a variety of promotional and cultural festivities.

Fr Mark Connolly, of Wyndham Parish in the far north of
the Kimberley, calls regularly
to the Parish of Halls Creek in
the absence of a resident
priest. Fr Mark provides
pastoral care and celebrates
liturgies for residents of the
East Kimberley township and
surrounding communities.
Early in February 2007 Fr
Mark was in town and
celebrated the Eucharist. He
is shown here distributing
Communion to some of those
who attended the weekend
Mass.

Left to right: Wassey Davey, Moocho Davey, Bindi Irwin, Terri Irwin, Lyle Davey and
Robert Davey. Photo: Courtesy of Wassey Davey.

DERBY

Visit to Mowanjum
Tomasz Pierzchala, presently studying at the Seminary of the Good
Shepherd Homebush Sydney, has worked across the Diocese, in the
communities of La Grange/Bidyadanga, Lombadina/Djarindjin, Kalumburu and more recently Derby.
Tomasz has enjoyed doing things with the Aboriginal people. They
have taught him how to hunt and fish, some of their culture and history,
dance, music and singing.
Tomasz has discovered distance and time are not important to
Aboriginal people. He feels happy knowing he has many friends in the
various Aboriginal communities and looks forward to further magical
moments, learning more and gaining further insights when he returns to
the Broome Diocese.

Tomasz with a group of children on a visit to the Mowanjum Community, Holy
Rosary Parish Derby. Photo: Sr M Scanlon sgs.

Photo: M Bruce.

WYNDHAM

Golden Jubilee
On Sunday February 11th the Catholic Community in Wyndham, in
the far north of the Kimberley, celebrated the Golden Jubilee of
Religious Profession of Sister Veronica Ryan RSJ.
At the Mass of Thanksgiving Fr Mark explained what a gift
Sister Veronica had been to the Church particularly here in the

Kimberley where many of those fifty years have been spent. A
highly accomplished teacher, acclaimed author, educationalist and
respected catechist, Sister Veronica's contribution to Catholic
Education has been invaluable, particularly through her recent work
of writing the "Kimberley Companion", the religious syllabus for the
Catholic Schools in the Kimberley. The Catholic Community in
Wyndham is especially grateful for her pastoral support in the five
years that she has resided there.
The parish presented Sister Veronica with a picture of the East
Kimberley landscape and Marjorie Hunter presented her with a
beautiful picture she had painted illustrating the life and times of
Sister Veronica.
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15

16

• KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE • MARCH 2007

School News
BALGO

MULAN

Camp La Salle
Bound

New Principal Welcomed

By Br Geoff Kennewell, fsc

Photo: P Cowan.
Julianne Johns and other members of the Mulan Community welcomed
new staff to the John Pujajangka-Piyirn school at an afternoon tea. Shown
with Community people are new Principal Alida Cowan (centre front)
and teachers Kylie Marsden, Gillian Kennedy and Corrina James. Tina
Kahn has returned from last year.

BEAGLE BAY

Three new staff
By Dan O’Kane
The staff at Sacred Heart School Beagle Bay welcomed new staff for the
2007 school year. New Principal, John Rose, has brought a wealth of
primary school teaching experience and new ideas to the school. Also on
board are two new Assistant Principals: Kelly Commisso is the new PreVolunteers and young people are all smiles at the camp held over the Summer
holidays. Photo: Darren Perrett.
During the December/January break two groups of young people from De
La Salle Brothers colleges came to Luurnpa Catholic School Balgo to be
with the community’s children and young people. They came prepared to
organise a variety of activities that would both entertain and challenge the
young people involved.
Both camps were successful, managing to keep the children and
young people suitably engaged. In their spare time the volunteers helped
with maintenance in the school environs. One of the groups was happy to
welcome a visit by Bishop Saunders.
The first camp was organised and run by Tom Vidot, a volunteer from
Oakhill College, Sydney. Tom did a great job and had been in the
community for some three months prior to the Camp. The second was run
by a regular Balgo volunteer, Josh Steele. Currently resident in England,
he returned specially to run the camp. While volunteers put much in to
such ventures they also receive valuable life experience not normally
available in cities.
Between camps Br Ambrose Payne, Provincial of the De La Salle
Brothers for the District of Australia, New Zealand and Papua New
Guinea, was joined by Br Malachy Yates from Sydney, and took up
residence in the Brothers’ houses for two weeks. The Brothers regard
this remote school as very important in the Order’s ministry and service
to children.

Principal John Rose with Kelly Commisso and Sharon Wills, of Sacred Heart
School Beagle Bay. Photo: D O’Kane.
Primary and Year 1 teacher, as well as taking on the role of Assistant
Principal in charge of Religious Education, and Sharon Wills, Year 2/3
teacher and Assistant Principal in charge of Administration, as well as
Literacy Co-ordinator. All three have shown a lot of energy and passion
in their preparation for making 2007 a breakthrough year for the students
at Sacred Heart School. They’ve made a great start to the year so far and
we wish them all the best for a fantastic future teaching in the Kimberley.
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School News
BROOME

Commissioning Mass
By: Brian Kane

Cricket Talent Strong at
St Mary’s
By Aidan Mitchell

New teachers at St Mary’s College with Fr Daniel Chama of the Cathedral Parish,
Broome (left to right). Back Row: David Prout, Lisa Murray-Smith, Mark Freeman,
Clare Welch, Tanya Stafford. Front row: Paul Woodbridge, Sarah Capponi, Vanessa
Gregory and Jennifer Payne.
The Commissioning Mass for the teaching staff of St Mary’s College
took place on Saturday 10th February at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral
in Broome. The Mass was celebrated by Father Daniel Chama where nine
teachers, new to St Mary’s College staff, were welcomed. We trust their
new adventure in the Kimberley will be rewarding and enjoyable.

BILLILUNA - KURURRUNGKU

New Teachers Welcomed
Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre in Billiluna, in the
Kutjungka region of the East Kimberley, welcomed three new
teachers for the year 2007. Robert Toonen from Vic has the
secondary classes, Dal Marshall from NSW teaches the middle
primary class and Anne-Maree Allard from Qld continues the work
begun with the juniors of Kindy/Pre-primary. All three bring a
wealth of experiences with them. We wish all three a wonderful
teaching and learning experience in Billiluna and the Kimberley.

Left to right, Anne-Maree, Robert and Dal. Photo: P Hardy.
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There was a high standard of
young cricketing talent displayed recently when the
inaugural Interschool Cricket
Carnival was closely fought
between Broome Senior High
School, Derby District High
School and St Mary’s College. Held at St Mary’s oval, Photo: Aidan Mitchell.
the home team managed to
hold off Broome by 17 runs, then watched the action as Derby narrowly
defeated the gallant Broome side. The final match turned into a nail-biter
with St Mary’s emerging victorious over Derby by a single run. Pictured
are St Mary’s captain Mathew Wellington and vice-captain Matthew
Dwyer with the shield.

RINGER SOAK

Happy start
Fr Mark Connolly CSSp together with Sr Veronica Ryan met up with
adults and children on a recent visit to Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic
School in Ringer Soak in the East Kimberley. The children were
working happily and enthusiastically with their teachers. It was a
really good feeling seeing the local women sharing the teaching with
Gerard, David (Max) and Maria.
Later Fr Mark met with Pauline, Clare Mary, Angela, Rosie and
Nida. They have agreed to help the community get ready to
celebrate Easter and will also be involved in preparing a number of
children for Baptism.
The assembly where the youngsters sang in both Jaru and
English and shared news about life at Yaruman was particularly
interesting.

Fr Mark Connolly (top right), Parish Priest who has pastoral care of Ringer
Soak-Yaruman with community, staff and children on his recent visit.

School News
KUNUNURRA

WARMUN

A special Golden visitor

Tas digs deep for
Charity

On Friday February 9 Sr Veronica Ryan rsj visited her old school, St
Joseph’s, in Kununurra. Sr Veronica was Principal at St Joseph’s between
1974 and 1979. Her visit was primarily to introduce herself to new staff
and make them aware of the Kimberley Companion.
Later in the day the staff joined her for morning tea to celebrate her
Golden Jubilee (50 years) with the Sisters of St Joseph. Sr Veronica told
of her first day at St Joseph’s School when with Sr Angela she expected
only 65 children, but 110 children strolled into the school. Help came in
the person of a young Therese Temby who took the additional children on
the veranda or under the trees to relieve the pressure in the classrooms.
Therese Temby later went on to become the Director of Catholic
Education for many years.
Sr Veronica presented the Merit Awards at the Friday Assembly
where the students congratulated her on her fifty years as a Sister of St
Joseph.

By: David Turfrey, Class Teacher
Do you want Tas in your classroom? The children of Ngalangangpum
Primary School, in Turkey Creek-Warmun, certainly do. Dressed in his
own school uniform, Tas is available for a one week stay in any
classroom, as long as they raise the most money for Caritas Australia’s
Project Compassion.
The high school boys decided they could raise more money for the
Caritas project, while also increasing the awareness of the charity boxes
in each classroom. They decided that they needed a certain something to
inspire the masses into giving generously. The solution was a cuddly

New staff welcomed
On Sunday 21 February 2007 new staff to St Joseph’s School, Kununurra,
in the north of the Kimberley, were welcomed with a special blessing
during the Sunday Mass in St Vincent Pallotti Parish Church. Fr Patrick
De Silva, Parish Priest, prayed over six new staff members and presented
each with a scroll containing a special reading of the Beatitudes for

The Members of the high-school boys class at Ngalangangpum School, with Tas,
the friendly classroom tiger: (back row) Neil Lay-Lay, David Turfrey, Keiren Turner,
(centre) Rocca Jessell, Codie Yalunga, Tas, Thomas Pinday, Jaimal Mung, Dale
Thomas and (in front) Imran Paddy. Photo: Nick Webber.

New staff members of St Joseph’s School, Kununurra for 2007 seen here with Fr
Patrick De Silva.
Teachers - the Gospel reading for the day was the account of the
Beatitudes in Luke. All staff then stood and, in the presence of the parish,
renewed their commitment to Catholic Education. Parishioners then
joined the staff for morning tea.

tiger, nicknamed ‘Tas’ to help them bring the issue to attention.
The fact that Tas could help the students with their maths, reading and
writing was just a bonus for most of the children, who really only like him
for his big cuddles.
The goal of the high school boys is to fill one of the large donation
boxes as soon as possible, and to forward the money to the people of the
world who are desperately in need. Tas has since managed to create
hysteria amongst the children of Ngalangangpum Primary and the
collection boxes are ringing with the sound of generosity and laughter.
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Albert Bundamurra and Bishop Christopher Saunders have been busy preparing
some of the indigenous contribution to the program for World Youth Day, Sydney,
July 2008. Those wanting to attend WYD need to see their Parish Priest to enrol.
Photo: J Grimson

Stephania and Claudio Pioli, one of the Italian families on mission in the
Kimberley, visited the Holy Land in November 2006. In the background is the
Dome of the Rock, Jerusalem. Photo: CAS.

The School year is well underway in Derby. Antonia Buckle is a teaching assistant
in Year 1 at Holy Rosary School and is seen here with students Chad Albert and
Liam Young and new class teacher, Deidre Lawlor. Photo: M Scanlon.
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Principal of Sacred Heart School, Beagle Bay, John Rose and daughter Grace enjoy
the warm family atmosphere at the dinner hosted by the Catholic Education Office
following a recent Workshop in Broome. Photo: D O’Kane.
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Rosemary Rosewood and grand daughter, Roberta, were amongst those who
attended the Mass in St Mary’s Church, Halls Creek, celebrated by Fr Mark
Connolly CSSp in February 2007. Photo: M. Bruce.

