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“Dropping Off the Edge” is a
report on the distribution of
disadvantage in Australia.
Professor Tony Vinson led the
team that produced the document
for Jesuit Social Services and
Catholic Social Services Australia
who jointly commissioned the
investigation.  It was published
just recently and launched in
Canberra.  Professor Vinson is an
Honorary Professor in the Faculty
of Education and Social Work at
Sydney University and is highly
regarded as the foundation
director of the New South Wales
Bureau of Crime Statistics and
Research.  In the 1970s he
administered the New South
Wales prison system.  It was
there, the report Preface notes,
that “He saw at first hand the
ultimate consequences of failing
to address social alienation and
disadvantage in individuals,
families and local communities.”

The genius of this report is
the gathering of a vast array of
data provided by a huge range of
governmental sources.  This has
been analysed so as to produce an
insight into how social
disadvantage continues to weigh
heavily upon certain groups of

people in our nation.  The
production of charts and maps
showing where social
disadvantage indicators are most
acute are essential tools for any
one seriously wishing to address
poverty in this
country.

The social
disadvantage
indicators
employed to
examine the
gathered data
numbers up to
twenty five in
each State or
Territory.  These
may be grouped
under one of five
headings – 

• Social Distress 
• Health 
• Community Safety 
• Economic 
• Education
In Western Australia the

geographic units selected for
analysis were based on Local
Government boundaries.  This
was not ideal as can be seen from
an examination of the Broome
Shire unit where the amassed
wealth of a significant number of

people disguises the depth of
poverty in particular communities
outside of the township and
indeed inside it.

Halls Creek is regarded by the
report as being the second most

disadvantaged
locality in Western
Australia.  Derby
West Kimberley
also comes in for a
special mention.

Of particular
interest are the
indicators most to
the fore in the
disadvantage profile
of Halls Creek.
These indicators
were: low income

families, limited computer use,
early school leaving, Year 12
incomplete, limited internet
access, disability/sickness
support, long term
unemployment, criminal
convictions, lack of post-school
qualifications and unemployment,
prison admissions, confirmed
child maltreatment.

None of this identification of
social disadvantage indicators will
surprise people who are working
closely with poverty stricken
peoples in the Kimberley.  But the
clarity of the conclusions of the
study may bring about a new
approach to solving the issues as
the report also identifies “how
and where public policy can be
used effectively to overcome
these long term problems”.

The time has come to put
aside the political differences that
divide us.  Politicians and policy
architects need to find innovative
ways to break the vicious cycle of
poverty.  As Prime Minister John
Howard said: “We need to find
ways of restoring order to zones
of chaos in some homes and
communities – zones of chaos
that can wreck young Australian
lives.”

A close examination of this
report by politicians and a
dedication to fairness in policy
building for the future for those
who live ‘off the edge’ would be
an appropriate beginning.
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Editorial

Profiles of Disadvantage: Essential
Reading for a Better Australia

This little Australasian Grebe

wandered into someone’s camp at

Black Fish Pond near Broome before

being returned to his mother and

other duckling friends. Photo: CAS.

I shall not forget
you.  Look, I

hold you in the
palms of my

hands.
Isaiah 49:16
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The production of
charts and maps

showing where social
disadvantage

indicators are most
acute are essential tools

for any one seriously
wishing to address

poverty in this country.

Water aa tt iimmee ff oorr pprraayyeerr
Loving God, whose son Jesus Christ

called all who were thirsty
to come to him, believe and drink,

Look in mercy on your Australian people
living in a dry land.

Forgive our selfishness in life and our misuse of
our natural resources.

We commit ourselves to value and care for
your gifts to us.

We ask you for the rain we need to replenish
our reservoirs and artesian reserves.

May rivers of living water and practical compassion 
for all who suffer flow out from our hearts.

Refreshed by your Spirit,
and following in the way of Jesus Christ,

We will continue to serve you
in the people and creation entrusted to our care.  
Amen

(adapted from a prayer by Rev Canon Paul Robertson 2004)
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Briefly Speaking

XYLINA KINSEY took a few
days leave from her duties as a
volunteer assisting Fr Matthew
Digges and Fr Api Alvarez in the
Balgo-Kutjungka Parish and
enjoyed a little rest and relaxation
in Broome just prior to Easter.
Xylina will return to her home in
Fairbanks, North Pole, Alaska
around August 2007 after
completion of her generous
service in Balgo. Photo: J Grimson.

FAMILIAR FACES IN BROOME, Kathy and Peter Ghouse were
delighted to catch up with family and friends during a short visit to the
town just after Easter.  Kathy and Peter, now resident in Perth, spent
many years as parishioners of Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral
Parish and still have family in Broome.

Photo: J Grimson

SR VAL DEAKIN SGS, a Good Samaritan Sister working in
Aboriginal Ministry in the Diocese of Geraldton, visited her fellow
Sisters in Broome and Derby in April.  During a visit to the Diocesan
Office, Bishop Saunders showed Sister Val a painting of a Wandjina, the
artist is Lily Karadada of Kalumburu, where her brother Bishop Hilton
Deakin did research for his Doctorate in Anthropology some 40 years
ago.

Photo: J Grimson.

Vatican Dossier

Silent acts of charity help to
build a world of peace, says
Benedict XVI.   The Holy Father
made this comment before
reciting the Regina Caeli (Queen
of Heaven) with those gathered in
St. Peter’s Square, and after
presiding over a Mass marking
his 80th birthday and his second
anniversary as Pope. 

“From the depths of my heart
I renew my most sincere thanks,
which I extend to the whole
Church, which, like a true family,
especially in these days,
surrounds me with its affection,”
said Benedict XVI.   The Pope
then focused his address on the
renewal of the world, which can
be “summed up in a word: the
same word that the risen Jesus
pronounced as a greeting, and
much more as an announcement
of his victory to his disciples:
‘Peace be with you!’” 

Benedict XVI said that it is
not “a peace according to the
mentality of the ‘world,’” but
rather “a new reality, fruit of the
love of God, of his mercy.”   The
Pope explained that Christ earned

this peace with his blood, “and
that he communicates to those
who trust in him.  ‘Jesus, I trust
in you’: In these words the faith
of the Christian is summed up, a
faith in the omnipotence of the
merciful love of God,” he said. 

The Pontiff then prayed for
the intercession of the Mother of
God, so that with her help, the
world might be “renewed by the
Spirit to cooperate in the work of
peace that God is accomplishing
in the world and that does not
make noise, but that is realized in
the countless acts of charity of all
its [children].” 

Charity Leads to
Peace, Says Pope
Benedict

VATICAN CITY, APRIL 15, 2007 (Zenit.org)

New piety goods at St Vinnies
Saint Vinnies has a new piety goods section at its Community Store

in Robinson Street,  Broome, with rosaries, religious statues, medals,
scapulas and much more.  Assisting are (from left) Admire, Elizabeth,
Tomasz and Gloria.

Photo: CAS.
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Viewpoint

Family Prayer book
Recently our revised Kimberley
‘Catholic Prayer Book for
Families Today’ was made
available throughout the Diocese.
A copy will be going to each
child in Diocesan Catholic
schools with the understanding
that this small booklet is a means
to make available in one
publication many of the common
prayers we share together on
various occasions.  It is hoped
that over the time spent in
primary school each child will
become familiar with the prayers
contained in the booklet.
Hopefully, the booklet will also
be used by parents at home in an
effort to assist families to pray
together.  

The Family Prayer Book
contains the details of communal
devotional prayers such as ‘The
Rosary’ and ‘The Stations of the
Cross’.  Other prayers such as
‘Grace Before Meals’ and ‘A
Healing Prayer at Bedtime’ are
also included to foster a habit of
personal prayer – to help
socialize users into a culture of
Catholic prayer life.  

It is a regrettable fact that an
active prayer life in individuals
and among faith community
members has been waning in
recent times.  Some people
simply do not know where to
begin when circumstances call
for prayer as the only useful
response to a situation or a need.
Not so long ago I was
approached by a teenager whose
brother had died in a tragic way
and the young man wanted to
pray for him.  It was the only
possible response in the midst of
such sadness and tragedy.
Sharing some of the prayers and
devotional practises contained in
the booklet was a good
beginning for the lad and led him
gently into the way of personal
prayer.

Prayers, such as those found

in the booklet, ultimately give us
a vocabulary to communicate
more easily with the Divine and
to engage God in that wonderful
exchange of spiritual love that is
so essential to a healthy human
life.  We are on earth because
God loves us and wishes us to
love Him.  Plainly we cannot
build a relationship of love with
God unless we seek to
communicate with him.

I believe that teachers
involved in schools and in after-
school religious education have a
wonderful opportunity to lead
children into a meaningful
prayerful practice.  This is an
opportunity from which they
ought not to resile.  Parents and
guardians too will find in this
prayer book an easy means to
introduce a regular prayer life
into the family home, to develop
the ‘good-habit’ of being willing
to pray often.

The high-point of prayer life
for the Catholic Community is
the Mass.  Within the celebration
of the Mass there are moments
when the spiritual depth of the
occasion is heightened by our
use of personal prayer.  For
example when we reflect on the
Word of God and after the
homily; when we make our
personal preparation to receive
Communion; when we make our
thanksgiving after Communion
and again after the Mass is over.
A well developed habit of
praying enables us to use these
moments well and can bring us
into a more profound loving
relationship with God.

I hope that the Kimberley
Catholic Prayer Book for
Families Today will assist that
life-long journey of developing a
profound prayerful
communication with God for the
betterment of us all and for the
world God so loves.

By Bishop Christopher Saunders DD

Celebrations
Bishop Saunders presented Sr Veronica Ryan rsj with a cake to mark her
50th Anniversary of Religious Profession, at the dinner attended by
Priests, Pastoral Associates and Principals. The dinner followed the
Mass of the Oils celebrated at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral,
Broome in late March.

Photo: P Cowan.

Br Shane Wood cfc, who has to wait another 10 years to qualify for
a cake, celebrated his 40th Anniversary of entry into the Christian
Brothers in March 2007.  Br Shane is seen here with Bishop
Christopher Saunders at the dinner for Priests, Pastoral Associates and
Principals in Broome.  

Photo: P Cowan.



Three Notre Dame Nursing
students hope to launch a Rural
Health Club in the Kimberley
after they attended a national
conference on health.  Second
year nursing students Kristie
Ballagh, Clare Kennedy and Jerry
Moore were awarded scholarships
by the National Rural Health
Network to attend the five-day
event and were among 250
nursing students from around the
country who took part in the
conference.

In total there were 1000
delegates attending the forum,
focussing on mental health and
self-care entitled, “When the

Cowpat Hits the Windmill.”  The
National Rural Health Network is
the peak body for health students
and has a membership of more
than 5000. It currently comprises
of 19 rural health clubs from a
range of health disciplines.

One of the aims of the
conference was to encourage the
formation of rural health clubs in
areas not currently represented; a
goal now shared by the three
Notre Dame Nursing students.
“We want to start up a rural
health club here so that we can
visit remote schools to interest
school children in joining
medical, nursing or allied health

organisations,” said Mr Moore.
Ms Kennedy said the

conference provided ideas on
how to establish the health club
and encourage more to join.  “It
will be up to the three of us to
start and hopefully we can get

many people involved after that,”
she said.  “We are hoping to
formalise it between all three
nursing years on campus and the
Enrolled Nursing too. It’s not just
health. It is health orientated, but
not exclusively,” she said.

Nursing students ready to spread the health message
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University of Notre Dame

Scholarship winners Kristie Ballagh (left), Jerry Moore and Clare Kennedy hope their

experiences during the national health conference will benefit the North West.

Photo: M Doyle.

Washing of Feet at Notre
Dame during Holy Week
Over twenty students and staff of the University of Notre Dame Broome
gathered to participate in this ritual - one which exposes our
vulnerability. Our calluses and imperfections are embraced as our feet
are touched, washed and dried. This simple, yet extraordinary, act calls
us to allow Jesus to
embrace us as we
are, with all our
calluses and rough
spots.

Kristie Ballagh washes

the feet of fellow

student, Clare Kennedy. 

Photo: J O’Brien sgs.

3/4 kg chicken or pork cut into serving portions

1 can pineapple chunks (drained reserve syrup)

12 cloves garlic, crushed & fried
1/2 cup oil

MARINADE:
6 cloves garlic, crushed

1/4 cup vinegar

1 tbsp Soy Sauce

1 tsp salt
1/2 tsp peppercorns

reserved pineapple syrup

Marinate meat for 1 hour. Drain & reserve marinade. 
Fry meat until golden brown. 

Combine meat with marinade, simmer until tender. 
Add pineapple chunks then top with fried garlic.

Lilibeth Zieba and her
husband, Bogdan, are
volunteers at
Kalumburu in the far
north of the Kimberley
where Bogdan is
Administrator of the
parish enterprises.
Lilibeth left the
Philippines in March
2002 spending time in
PNG, Port Keats NT
and Yeppoon Qld
before heading for
Kalumburu. 

“The recipe I
would like to share
with you is our
Filipino National Dish
which you can find on
everyone’s table
whenever there is a special occasion or just an ordinary meal.”

Photo: B Zieba.

ADOBO
(use Pork or Chicken)

Kimberley Kitchen
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Office of Justice, Ecology and Peace

Nowhere to lay their heads
There is growing disquiet around
the Kimberley towns that are
currently experiencing a flow-on
from the general economic boom
in Western Australia.  We have
been watching with disbelief as
the house sale and rental prices in
the towns of the Pilbara have
been rising so dramatically that
there are no rental or sale
properties available in most of
them, and all the available hotel,
motel and camping spots are also
permanently booked out at
hugely inflated prices.

The same fate is beginning to
bite closer to home.  This Office
has been making some noises in
political circles about the effects
of the lack of affordable housing
on the local population of a town
like Broome.  Some local State
Members of Parliament are
willing to listen to the issues and
to attempt to explore some
creative ways of overcoming
what could become a much larger
crisis affecting the social fabric
of the town and even bringing its
future viability as a tourist

destination into doubt.
Housing is a fundamental

human right guaranteed under the
UN Charter of Universal Human
Rights.  Article 25, Section (1)
says: Everyone has the right to a
standard of living adequate for
the health and well-being of
himself and of his family,
including food, clothing, housing
and medical care and necessary
social services, and the right to
security in the event of
unemployment, sickness,
disability, widowhood, old age or
other lack of livelihood in
circumstances beyond his
control.  This right was framed
and endorsed in 1948 by member
nations, with significant input
from Australia.  We tend at times
to forget about these admirable
aspirations that are seen as the
right of all human beings.

In the current climate of
economic boom, where the rich
are getting richer and many more
are being left behind, the seams
of the social fabric are noticeably
under increased stress.

Overcrowding in existing
housing with its attendant
deleterious social and health
consequences is becoming the
norm for our Aboriginal people.
Non-indigenous people needed to
provide essential services are
being prevented from working in
town due to the lack of
reasonably priced housing, either
for sale or rental.

Local
Government can
do little to solve
this problem.  The
release of land for
development, the
price at which
land is provided to
developers
(including
Homeswest), the
taxes and charges levied for
transactions in relation to land,
the settlement of outstanding
Native Title issues, decisions
about affordable rental housing
stock, are all matters in the hands
of the State Government.  Until
and unless the Government is

willing to make changes in its
policies dealing with all these
matters, things will not improve
for the ‘good old Aussie battlers’
of our Kimberley towns,
especially for those whose land
this has been for over 40,000
years and for those who are long-
term residents and their children.

Unfortunately, it is very rare
for anything other
than the prospect of
electoral defeat to
move incumbent
politicians to
change.
Considered,
concerted and
concentrated
lobbying by the
majority of
‘ordinary’

Kimberley town residents
between now and the next State
election might be the only way
that this desperate situation will
be changed.  Those who have a
vested interest in allowing the
‘free market’ to flourish probably
won’t be interested.

In the current climate
of economic boom,
where the rich are
getting richer and

many more are being
left behind, the seams
of the social fabric are

noticeably under
increased stress.

Br Shane Wood, CFC, Co-ordinator.

Any visitor to Balgo would
recognise Tjumpo Tjapanangka.
He was the senior Law Man,
Church Leader and artist who
made them feel welcome.
Mutikalka, the bush name by
which most Balgo people know
him, was an ambassador for his
people, community and the
Church. He greeted visitors in his
own mixture of English and
Kukatja that many referred to as
‘talking Muti’. He was a stalwart
of Warlayirti Artists, his trademark

yellow and white paintings being
created in his own room attached
to the Centre. 

Tjumpo was a Church Leader
of many year’s standing. He rarely
missed a leaders’ meeting or
liturgy, always controlling the
offertory and adding dignity by his
playing of the sticks to mark the
consecration. He was a true and
strong man of the traditional
Kukatja law, and synthesised this
with his Catholic faith to be truly
Aboriginal and truly Catholic. He
was a man of his family. His
lifestyle was simple to the
extreme, his substantial painting
revenues almost entirely went to
members of his family. Tjumpo’s

life was his law,
painting and church.
Other than that, as
long as he had some
food in the evening
and a pair of
sunglasses he was
happy. During a very
brief illness he was
anointed one Saturday
night in January when
the entire
congregation moved
from the church to his
sick bed in front of
his house. Everbody took a turn to
lay hands on his forehead and
blessed him for the journey ahead.
His and our tears left no illusions

as to what was ahead. He died
among his family and friends, and
will be missed greatly by all in
Balgo.

May he rest in peace.

Tjumpo Tjapanangka  

Born 1930 near Lake Mackay

Died Balgo on 24 January 2007

Obituary

Tjumpo in his room at Warlayirti Artists with his last

painting, which he painted for Fr Matt Digges. 

Photo: M Digges.
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Brandon to star in
“Australia”
Brandon Walters from St Mary’s College Broome has been selected to
star alongside Nicole Kidman and Hugh Jackman in the movie
“Australia” now being filmed in the eastern states and at Carlton Hill
station near Kununurra.  Brandon impressed those who conducted the
auditions with his ability to remember his lines.  St Mary’s teacher
Angela Alibrando said of Brandon: “He is a wonderful child who will
benefit enormously by this experience.  We are helping him with his

school work by
way of
computer
technology and
other
educational
support
services.”

Photo: ©

Bazmark Film II

2007.

In a recent radio interview Caroline Sibosado (above), on behalf of
Lombadina Community on the Dampier Peninsula, raised a concern that

there has been inadequate
Government consultations on
the proposed gas developments
in the area.  “People don’t
understand what it’s all about’,
she said.  Meanwhile State
Government Minister Alanna
MacTiernan has awarded
contracts to seal 43 kilometres
of the Dampier Peninsula road
and Caroline says that more
rangers are needed to cope with
a guaranteed tourist influx.  The
issue is that increasing tourist
numbers will impact on
communities and the
environment.  Rangers are
needed to protect people and
places from care-less
exploitation.

Concerns for
exploitation of
Peninsula

Caroline Sibosado
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HALLS CREEK

Wonders of 
the Kimberley

Starry, starry night…
Sleeping under the starry dome
of a Kimberley night is an
awesome experience of beauty
and wonder which can often
overwhelm us.  It can also
provide us with a ‘reality check’
about our place in this universe.
Taking time out from our busy
lives to experience our cosmic
dome can also reveal phenomena
which only occur rarely.  For
instance, a falling meteorite
which lights up the whole area
around your camp site in bright
luminous pink for a few seconds
is enough to scare you out of
your wits.  And we all hope and
pray that we never come across a
heavenly boulder as big as the

one which hurtled to earth
forming Wolf Creek Crater along
the Tanami track.  

The local Djaru Aboriginal
people have long known it as
‘Kandimalal’ but Europeans only
discovered it in 1947 during an
aerial survey which revealed the
crater to measure 900 metres
across and 60 metres deep.  This
meteorite weighed thousands of
tonnes and plunged to earth 300
000 years ago. The crater formed
was much deeper then but now it
is mostly filled up by windswept
erosion.  

There are other events too

from time to time associated with
meteors such as Leonid’s meteor
shower which displayed oodles
of fiery streaks across the night
sky in 2006.  Another rare event
in the night sky is the appearance
of comets.   In March 1996
Hyakutake’s comet was
spectacular across the Kimberley
night sky, coming as close to the
earth as 15 million kilometers.
Another phenomenon is the
‘green flash’ which most people
have not heard of; let alone seen
in their lifetime.  It occurs rarely
when the atmospheric conditions
are right and if this is the case
the setting sun is followed
momentarily by a green flash.

We could also do well to ask
Aboriginal people how they
understand and use the night sky
throughout the yearly seasons
and about their stories associated
with such marvels as the Emu in
the Milky Way and the legend of
the Seven Sisters.

Peace, wonder and beauty
are essential in our daily lives
and a Kimberley night sky can
just do the trick in providing all
three.

Further information: 
BK’s Kimberley nature web site:
http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.ed
u.au/home/nature/aaopen.html

Photo: G Ross.

A glimpse at its unique environment
By Brian Kane

Customer Service at the
Thomas St Op Shop
The Thomas St Op Shop in Halls Creek is a busy place these days.
Seen here, from left, are Rhonda Tax (assistant), with shoppers Ethel
Walagi (rear) and Doreen Gordon (front), and Op Shop co-ordinator
Monica Deblegiers.

The Op Shop is soon to participate in an employment program.
Martin Watkins of the Department of Employment and Workplace
Relations was in town recently to discuss the progress of the program
with Monica.

Photo: S Sianipar.

Little Kids Books
On 21 March 2007 the Kimberley Language Resource Centre, and
Ngaringga Ngurra, in Halls Creek, East Kimberley, held a party to
celebrate the completion of eight ‘Little Kids Books’ - children’s books
written and illustrated by Halls Creek community members.

The party was hosted to donate a set of the books to each of
Warlawurru Catholic School, the District High School Library and
Kindergarten, Ngaringga Ngurra, the Community Health Centre, and the
Public Library - all places where young children can have access to the
books.

Felicity Smith (right), artist and co-writer of the Kija Animals Books which form part of

the set of eight, presented the donated sets. Helen Ellett (right) is pictured accepting a

set on behalf of Warlawurru School in Red Hill. Photo: M Deblegiers.

Parish News
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Parish News

BALGO

Palm Sunday Mass
Father Api Alvarez and Eileen Tax (centre) bless the leaves and water,
held by Monica Whisputt, for use during the Palm Sunday Mass,
celebrated in the Lake Gregory-Mulan Community of the East
Kimberley. 

Photo: P Cowan.

DAMPIER PENINSULA

Palm Sunday
Many members of the Beagle Bay community were present to
celebrate Mass on Palm Sunday in the Sacred Heart Church.  Some
are pictured with Parish Priest, Fr Bernard Amah, holding the palms
blessed during the Mass.  

Photo: S Wills.

LA GRANGE/BIDYADANGA

Easter Sunday
morning tea
Laurence Short, a volunteer assisting Fr Emil in the Parish of La
Grange-Bidyadanga, is surrounded by many youngsters eager to taste
the cordial on offer at the Morning Tea held in the Parish on Easter
Sunday morning.

Photo: Fr E Ciecierega sds.
MIRRILINGKI IS
CALLING FOR
VOLUNTEERS

Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre
For July 29 - October 31, 2007.

This is a chance for people to experience

life in community in the Australian outback,

contributing to the ministry of Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre.

Volunteers are needed who are willing and able to do

ordinary things with flair and enthusiasm.

If you wish to know more, please visit our website

www.users.bigpond.com/mirrilingki
If you would like to be part of our community

please ring Sister Mary Baker RSJ on 
(08) 9168 7884 and/or 

fill in the application form on our website.

Mirrilingki is a cross-cultural Catholic centre which seeks to promote
formation in ministry and personal development across the Church of the

Kimberley in the spirit of National Reconciliation.
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Catholic Mission

Bolivia –
Children’s 
Mission Partners
In Camiri, in Bolivia’s south-
east, many children aged as
young as 10 work as shoe-
shiners so they can make a
meagre income to support
themselves. 

Children’s Mission is helping
give these children the chance of
a better future. Children’s
Mission funding is being used to
give the shoe-shiners a nutritious
lunch each day and, in return,
they attend school
regularly.

Monsignor
Leonardo Bernacchi
of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Camiri
writes that many of
the children have
family problems
and live on the
street and are open
to abuse and
exploitation.

Two lay volunteers make
sure the children have at least
one good meal a day and offer
some guidance and support.

Children’s Mission also helps
support many other positive
projects for the children of
Camiri. These include funding
for communal kitchens and
dining rooms for local children,
children’s homes and boarding
schools and school materials for
local children.

Monsignor Bernacchi writes
that there is a continuous stream
of abandoned children and
mothers at the Vicariate office.
They ask for food and school

equipment such as books and
pencils.

In Camiri the indigenous
Guarani have been displaced by
other peoples who came to the
area after the discovery of oil in
the 1920s. Now the oil wells are
exhausted and most people,
especially the Guarani, live in
extreme poverty.

The population is very young
with 40 per cent aged under 20.

Family life is unstable
with men often
deserting their families.
Many children pass
into the care of their
grandmothers while
their mothers earn a
pittance working as
washerwomen or house
servants. They have
little money to spend
on their children’s food
and schooling.

“Responding to the great
number of children in poverty
and neglect we have asked for
help to alleviate their situation at
least with the children’s
necessities,” Monsignor
Bernacchi said.

Help give the shoe-shiners of
Camiri a better future.

BECOME A CHILDREN’S
MISSION PARTNER TODAY.

Contact Fr Daniel Chama,
Catholic Mission Director,
Diocese of Broome, 
PO Box 151, Broome WA 6725
or ring 08 9193 5888
or visit
www.catholicmission.org.au

Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

RELATIONSHIPS: HISTORICAL EXHIBITION
Opening: 6 June 2007

Public Viewing: 7 June – 18 July 2007
Old Convent, Barker Street, Broome

HOLY CHILD ORPHANAGE: 
EXHIBITION AND REUNION

EXHIBITION
Opening: 8 June 2007

Public Viewing: 9 – 29 June 2007
Lingiari Foundation, Cnr Weld & Barker Streets, Broome.

Reunion (by invitation only)

CENTENARY MASS
Saturday 16 June 2007

Old St Mary’s School Grounds Robinson Street, Broome

YOUTH ART COMPETITION
Opening: 17 June 2007

Public viewing 18 – 30 June 2007
Venue: TBA

MEMORIES: HISTORIC FILMS
Tuesday 26 June 2007

Goolarri, Blackman Street, Broome

LOCAL COMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS
Wirrimanu ~ 11-13 June 2007

Beagle Bay  ~ Friday 15 June 2007
Lombadina/Djarindjin ~ Tuesday 19 June 2007

Bidyadanga ~ Sunday 24 June 2007
Derby  ~ 3-5 July 2007

ENQUIRIES: 
Sisters of St John of God Centenary Office, 

11 Barker Street, Broome  
Phone 08 9192 3950  Fax 08 9192 2909  

Email ssjgkimberley100@westnet.com.au

CENTENARY
2007

SIGNIFICANT DATES:

OPEN 
Monday - Friday 9am-5pm

Saturday 9am-12noon
And by appointment

26 Clemenston St. Ph 9192 3755
Fax 9192 3766 Mobile 0418 949 881

...many of the

children have

family problems

and live on the

street and are

open to abuse and

exploitation.
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School News

DERBY

Swimming
Carnival
Recently, the students of Holy Rosary School, Derby, gathered at the
Derby Memorial Pool to participate in the school’s faction swimming
carnival. We have a few possible future Australian swimming
champions here in Derby who put in great performances. The results
were very close with Pallotti faction winning by only one point.

Pictured are Jai Wall (left) and Aaron Highwood, Senior Swimming
Champions in 2007 at Holy Rosary’s Swimming Carnival.

Photo: F Birrell.

Senior First Aid
In order to help meet the first aid needs of the students, teachers and
staff of Holy Rosary School in Derby participated in a first aid course
recently. The course was held over two days and those who completed
this course will receive a Senior First Aid Certificate.

Jeff Hunter tests his first aid skills on Rance Boog at the recent First Aid Course for staff.

Photo: F Birrell.

LAKE GREGORY-MULAN

Raising funds for
Caritas 
New staff member at John Pujajangka-Piyirn School in Lake Gregory-
Mulan, Lydia Humfrey, tries to interest David Tax in buying a book at
the book sale fundraiser held to aid Caritas during Lent 2007.

Zarima Darkie
(left) and Sherwin
Wise line up at the
sausage stall at the
Caritas fund raiser
held at John
Pujajangka-Piyirn
School in Mulan. The
book sale, family
picture night and food
stalls raised $130 for
Caritas during Lent.

Photo: P Cowan. 

Photo: P Cowan.
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School News

BROOMEBEAGLE BAY

Movie Night
By Tristan Sarah

On Friday 23 March a movie night was held at Sacred Heart School in
Beagle Bay, to raise money for Caritas through Project Compassion.
More than 80 students attended and learnt that beauty is more than skin
deep by watching the very enjoyable ‘Shrek.’ A total of $193.50 was
raised for Project Compassion. 

Photo: J Miller.

First Reconciliation
On Saturday 24 March
2007, twenty students
from St Mary’s College
in Broome received the
Sacrament of
Reconciliation for the
first time at Our Lady
Queen of Peace
Cathedral in Broome.
Some are pictured here
on the steps of the
Cathedral.

Photo: B Kane.

Interschool
Swimming
St Mary’s College Broome participated in the Interschool Swimming
Carnival at the Broome Recreation and Aquatic Centre during Term 1.
Seen here making a dash for the finish line in a butterfly event is Meg
Greenaway, the Year 10 interschool champion girl.

Photo: B Lafferty.

WARMUN

First Communion
at Warmun
Early in Term 2, six children from Ngalangangpum School and Turkey
Creek-Warmun community of the East Kimberley, were presented to the
Catholic community as those wanting to receive their First Holy
Communion. Some weeks later at the Eucharist on Holy Thursday, these
children received their First Communion.  After the Mass, Father Mark
Connolly, Parish Priest of Wyndham, presented them with their
certificates.  The celebration continued with a meal and the cutting of a
special cake. 

The children are (from left) Shakyra Juli, Katie Mosquito, Shanesha
Umbulgarri, Jarmen Nulgit, Franklin Bray and Matthew Peris.  

Photo: T Morellini rsj.

Stationery, Art & Craft Supplies, Photocopying,
Laminating, Office Furniture, 

Internet Services - iiNet (Local Call), Business
Machines - Sales & Service, Faxes, Printers,

Photocopiers, Cash Registers

MON - FRIDAY 8AM-5PM, 
SAT 8AM-12NOON

26 Clementson Street
Locked Bag 4003, Broome WA 6725

boss@the-boss-shop.com.au

THE BOSS SHOP 

OFFICE NATIONAL BROOME

Phone: 9192 2354
Service: 9192 1730

Fax: 9192 2429
Service: 9193 5779



14 • Kimberley Community Profile • MAY 2007

The international Order known as
the Irish Christian Brothers,
founded by Blessed Edmund Rice
in 1820, has members in Australia,
New Guinea and New Zealand, and
had previously had members in Fiji
and Tonga.  The decline in numbers
and the need to make more
resources available for ministries in
Africa and the Phillipines, has
encouraged the implementation of a
new structure across Oceania which
will see all Christian Brothers’
schools governed by a separate
legal entity (Edmund Rice
Education Australia) and all other
ministries and communities
administered from Brisbane by a
new seven man Leadership Team.
The Brothers currently have 400
men and some 4000 employees and

volunteers involved in 60 ministries
throughout the Oceania region.
(There are around 1300 Christian
Brothers worldwide)

The new Province Leader is Br
Vince Duggan (above), currently
the Regional Leader in New
Guinea.  The new Team will take
up office on the first of October of
this year.  

Caritas

Caritas Australia
responds to Solomon
Islands tsunami
Caritas Australia is assessing the
required response to the tsunamis
resulting from an undersea
earthquake that occurred last
month in the Solomon Islands.

In addition to the loss of
many lives, water tanks have
been destroyed along the coast
where many villages are located,
and the market area in Gizo town
is flooded.  The former WWII
airstrip that services Gizo Island
is also flooded hindering the

delivery of emergency supplies.
Wharves around the affected
islands have also been badly
damaged further hindering
landing for assessment and
supplies.

Caritas Australia has heard
via local partners that the prison
has also been flattened in Gizo
and the town is under
approximately five metres of
water. The Catholic Cathedral
and Diocesan buildings located
on the waterfront have been
badly damaged.

Caritas Australia has a long-
standing partnership with the
Catholic Church Dioceses and
Caritas of Solomon Islands.
Adam Elliott, Caritas Australia’s
support person based in Honiara
says “communications in Gizo
are down and contact is still
difficult”.

Jamie Isbister, Caritas
Australia’s head of programs
says that “the main concern now
has to be ensuring adequate

shelter, safe drinking
water and food are
made available to
the people who have
been affected.”

“Lives have also
been at risk from
landslides caused by
the inundation of the
waves on coastal
areas and the
collapse of wooden
and bamboo houses
built on stilts. Waves
continued to strike
Gizo town
throughout the
morning where
many of the towns
buildings were
damaged from the
initial earthquake. In

Loga, an island in Gizo harbour
where the Dominican novitiate is
located and many church
workers live, houses have also
been badly damaged.”

Caritas Australia is accepting
funds to respond to this disaster.
These can be sent to the
Diocesan Office in Broome or
through your local parish.  Please
clearly indicate that the donation
is for the Solomon Island appeal.

For more information contact
Tim O’Connor (02) 9923 3400
or 0417 284 831.

Bottled drinking water ready for distribution. 

Photo: Courtesy Caritas Australia.

By Fr Emil Ciecierega, SDS, Diocesan Director.

CEO News

Improving
Literacy Skills

Literacy co-ordinators from Kimberley Catholic schools met in
February for two days of reading, writing and talking. The teachers
worked with the Catholic Education Office literacy consultants in a joint
effort to improve the literacy skills of students in our schools.

In addition to this, the teachers spent a day with staff from Murdoch
University learning how to record student results in a data base, before
looking at how to interpret and use the information. The data that is
gathered provides schools with valuable records of how students are
progressing each year.

The co-ordinators will meet for two days each term throughout the
year before returning to schools to pass on their knowledge to others.

Literacy co-ordinators work with Barry Sheridan and Dr Helen Wildy from Murdoch

University during workshops in Broome. Photo:  F Jamieson.

Christian Brothers signal
new structures
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WYD08 — WORLD YOUTH DAY

My World Youth
Day Experience

World Youth Day 15-20 July, Sydney 2008

World Youth Day 2005, held in
Cologne Germany, was my
experience to develop both
spiritually and in self
esteem.  I enjoyed
every moment of the
trip including the
scenery, the spirituality,
but most definitely the
people I got to meet. If
this experience has taught me
anything it would be not to take
my life for granted, to be thankful
for who I am and what I have,

and to enjoy every single moment
of my life. The opportunity to go
on the pilgrimage came about by

chance through family
contacts and our local
parish.  I am so glad I
chose to go. Words cannot
explain. I would encourage
all our youth, especially
throughout the Kimberley,

to be part of WYD 2008 in
Sydney as WYD2005 has been an
experience that will stay with me
for a lifetime!!

WORLD
YOUTH DAY

2008

ARE YOU
INTERESTED 

IN ATTENDING

WORLD
YOUTH DAY

2008
IN SYDNEY?

The WYD Cross and Icon 
are well into their journey 
through Asia and Oceania.
Reports and photos from 
different locations have 

been coming in, 
and can be viewed here

http://www.wyd2008.org/index.php/en/jo

urney_of_the_wyd_cross_icon/journ

Contact your 
Parish Priest or 
Pastoral Associate.

SSTTAARRTT  FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSIINNGG

——  SSTTAARRTT  SSAAVVIINNGG  ——

NNOOWW!!!!!!!!

CCoosstt  $$22000000  

MAY 2007 – just 440 days to go!

For further information contact Erica at the Kimberley World
Youth Day Office at St Mary’s College (old Kindy)
Ph: 08 9193 5032 Mobile: 0427 970 028
Fax: 08 9192 2599 Email: kwydc@stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au

World Youth Day Sydney 2008 Website: www.wyd2008.org 

Aggie at left, with Frances McCaffery and Paul Treacy, awaiting the arrival of Pope

Benedict XVI, along the Rhine River, Cologne, Germany. 

I would encourage
all our youth,

especially
throughout the

Kimberley, to be
part of WYD 2008

in Sydney

By Aggie Pigram



Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre in Billiluna in the East Kimberley, has the services

of a nutritionist, Jo Cox, for one year who will work with the community, the local shop

and in the school.  The students love to learn all about deadly tucker.  Carlos Manson,

keen to get the ingredients right according to the recipe, certainly enjoyed cooking up a

good meal. Bon appetite! Photo: P Hardy.

Fr Anscar McPhee tried out new technology (and told many jokes) when dining with

Priests, Pastoral Associates and Principals following the Mass of the Oils in Broome.

Photo: P Cowan.

At the Mass of the Last Supper, on Holy Thursday in St John the Baptist Church, La

Grange-Bidyadanga, Parish Priest Fr Emil Ciecierega sds washes the feet of Sally Nanni

(Liki) while Kumal Bamba looks on. Photo: L Short.

Shown here are, from left, Gracie Mosquito, Lena Whisputt, Lorraine Baadjo, Miriam

Baadjo, Eva Nagomara and Dominica Maggie with knitting instructor Nina Boydell

showing off the beanies and bags they knitted at the Wirrimanu Adult Education Centre

in Balgo, East Kimberley. Photo: N Goodwin rsj.
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Bishop Christopher Saunders blesses the holy oils to be used in the Sacraments across

the Diocese at the Chrism Mass, held in Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral, Broome,

on 27 March.   Bishop Saunders is assisted by Fr Mark Connolly (left) of Wyndham and

Fr Daniel Chama of Broome. Photo: B Kane.


