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‘...on entering the house they saw the child with his mother
Mary, and falling to their knees they paid him homage.’
Matthew 2:11

Editorial

Is tourism worth all the trouble?
Most of us acknowledge that
it is good for people to recreate,
to visit places that offer
differences to be shared or
natural wonders to behold or
opportunities for rest and
healing. Such sharing gives us
the chance to appreciate the
other, and in the experience of a
national treasure or an
outstanding panorama we can
admire the beauty and hopefully,
give thanks to God for it.
Such tourist attractions
bring not only crowds but a host
of others to support them and a
massive infrastructure to sustain
them.
A glimpse of Broome during
the ‘dry’ months bears witness
to the enormity of the tourist
industry today. Since the
beginnings of the Cable Beach
Resort in 1988 there has arisen
a host of boutique resorts and a
notable expansion of hotel and
motel type accommodation. In
local lingo “the streets and
shops are packed to the max”.
There is a booming restaurant
industry and even if you can’t
catch a fish, for the time being
at least, you can buy a threadfin
salmon on a plate or a mackerel
fillet on a bun.
But what are the real
benefits of all this activity to the
community? And what is the
cost to us of any such benefits?
Despite the rhetoric, the
tourist industry in Broome and
in most places rides on the
backpackers’ back. It is not
uncommon to go into a Broome
restaurant and find a wandering
European or an itinerant
Scandinavian tending your table.
Irish bar girls and German

receptionists are numerous. But
where are the locals? And
where are all these economic
benefits leading us if there is no
fair sharing, no equity, in the
boom? What is the point if the
industry worth the most in the
life of a town, cannot, will not,
include local people.
Without any doubt what
Broome most stands for in terms
of economic worth is largely
unsustainable. Come to Broome
to fish, the advertisements tell us.
What fish? We have reduced fish
stocks to alarmingly low levels, a
state of affairs aided and abetted
by a ubiquitous commercial
fishing industry. What was once
a major factor in Broome’s life
was its uniqueness. Today
Broome looks much like any
plastic and popsicle holiday town
on the Queensland coast. Each
shopping centre and every
housing development down to
the last nasty high-rise defies any
notion of unique and helps to
establish the port among the
nation’s most ordinary and banal
of locations.
Land, a commodity essential
to every family seeking to make
a home, is priced beyond the
means of ordinary folk including
those deemed to be locals. Does
anyone care? It appears not.
Added to the hardships already
encountered by those who seek
to remain in Broome is the
withdrawal of standard medical
GP services. Try getting in to
see a doctor during the Northern
Winter and see how you go.
Better to get sick in February.
Why is it that some people
continue to encourage tourism
when it largely benefits only

tradesmen who come to Broome
from elsewhere to build the
resorts and employ backpackers
and outsiders who hail from far
pavilions? Meanwhile the prices
go up and the locals move
further out onto the margins.
Is tourism worth all the
trouble? When you see a fragile
country damaged by numerous
outback adventuring carriers,
when traditional camping spots
become bereft of firewood and
trampled by hordes on bush
buses, the answer must be a
resounding ‘no’.
Clearly the perfect solution
to expansive tourism
development is equity and shared
management involving local
people, along with the
participation of a communitybased monitoring group whose
job it would be to protect the
common good while guarding
that which is unique and pristine.
Unfortunately you cannot trust
governments to do this. They
are simply too susceptible to the
vested interests of bankers and
developers. Their remoteness
from the hard realities of living
in the North renders them
incapable of worthwhile action.
Broome is becoming a
dump when in fact it ought to
be just the opposite. It ought to
be a highlight for the nation in
the area of sustainable living.
Like any dump, Broome is
becoming surrounded by other
smaller dumps - in other parts
of the Kimberley – quick-buck
investments bathing in the
reflected glory of the glitzy but
unsubstantial glow that defines
Broome today. Is tourism worth
all the trouble? Certainly not.

KEY MOMENTS IN THE LIFE OF JESUS

The er
Preach

On one of the first public occasions of his ministry, Jesus
spoke in the synagogue in the town of Nazareth where he
grew up. In words that would shape his future ministry, he
read from the prophet Isaiah: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.’ Luke 4:1
[So You’re Working for the Catholic Church – by Fr Tony Doherty.]
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The story of Christmas - Original
artwork by Magda Kingsley of Balgo
(2000). Photo: M Digges.

Praise the Lord,
all you nations;
glorify him,
all you peoples!
For steadfast is his
kindness toward us,
and the faithfulness of
the Lord endures
forever.
Psalm 117
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Girls of the Kimberley
What do these three girls have in common? Apart from being great
people they have shared a common destiny on three fronts. Firstly they
share the Kimberley Girl Awards for 2008; Rachel Treacy (left) Sandra
Gillespie (centre) and Emma Sibosado, And secondly, they have all
attended World Youth Day. Emma and Rachel went to Sydney in 2008
while Sandra was in Toronto for WYD2002. They relished the different
WYD experiences and the kudos that comes with being finalists for
Kimberley Girl . And last but not least, they have shared a common
schooling - St Mary’s College Broome, in pursuit of excellence.

Photo: E Bernard

Olympian Rohanee
wins our hearts
The Kimberley has its first Olympian who on her return from China
has won her home town’s heart. Rohanee Cox is a member of the
Australian women’s basketball team, the Opals. In the final match
Rohanee played in her usual position on the court with distinction.
After a gruelling contest
the Australian team went
down to the USA, 65 –
92, with Gold going to
the Americans and
Silver to the Aussies.
At a Civic
Reception, organized
by the Shire in
Broome, Rohanee
declared how
wonderful she felt and
how grateful she was
for the packed-out,
brilliant public
reception and
motorcade held in
her honour. She
paid tribute to her
family for her
Photo: CAS
accomplishments,
in particular her Mum and Dad.
Also, she proudly introduced to all, her fiancé, Aaron, from Cairns,
Queensland. At Beijing, Rohanee won Silver, but in Broome she will
always be pure gold.

Christmas Message...

Christmas…a
time to change
for the good
If there was a common theme surrounding the recent US
elections it was that of ‘change’. Each candidate who promised
‘change’ spoke of it with great vigour and heralded ‘change’ as a
goal to be pursued without hesitation as though change is so terribly
foreign to us.
The Greek philosopher, Heraclitus, said that “nothing endures
except change’. Change is the only constant in life. However, you
may note, often the most difficult thing to change is oneself and
doubtless, it is precisely we ourselves who are in most need of
change. Leo Tolstoy put it succinctly when he said: “Everyone
thinks of changing the world, but no one thinks of changing
himself.”
Part of the wonder of Christmas is that the entire event is about
change for the world and at the same time about change for
ourselves personally. Most remarkably it is the sort of change that is
liberating and lasting, way beyond the vicissitudes of politics and the
everyday pitfalls of the human condition.
The Infancy narratives inform us that the birth of the Saviourchild brought about change that caused memorable signs in the skies
and was foretold by those who read the ancient Scriptures with
expectation and deep insight. Palestine was ready for some
monumental moment, some cataclysmic event that was to reorder
society and change the destiny of people everywhere. What those
who waited did not know was that this change-event would be
played out in simplicity and in an atmosphere of dire poverty, in the
barn of a remote inn in tiny Bethlehem, then lived out in relative
obscurity in Galilee and finally brought to fruition in Jerusalem
thirty-three years later at the Passover time.
Christmas is a delightful moment which every year beckons us to
have a fresh look at ourselves and contemplate the possibility of
change for the better. This happens because we engage with more
than just a moment. Rather we connect through Scripture, prayer,
devotion and liturgy with the person of Jesus the Christ, ‘who calls
us out of darkness into his own wonderful light’. The discovery of
this light of love in our lives hastens changes in us. And it is through
Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ that we connect also with each other.
The Jesus we find first at His birth is vulnerable and peacegiving, obviously prepared to be embraced by us. This clearly is a
moment of serene beauty which we are invited to share. In
prayerful humility we ask - do I reflect this beauty in the way I live?
Will I strive to be a picture of peace and justice in our world? And
am I prepared to be part of God’s masterpiece, contributing in a
manner which ultimately makes a world of difference?
Each Christmas brings a gift of Grace to us all – communally,
singularly. In faith let us welcome the measure of change that God,
who never changes, has in mind for us. May His choicest blessings
be with you and your family this Christmas.

+ Christopher Saunders
Bishop of Broome
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Briefly Speaking
FR RICHARD TOMELTY

Photo: R Dann.

who has been Assistant Priest at
Our Lady Queen of Peace
Cathedral, left the town of
Broome on 15 October 2008 to
take up a new and challenging
position as Vice Rector at
Redemptorist Mater Seminary in
Perth. We take this opportunity to
thank Fr Richard for his
service to the Cathedral Parish
of Broome these past two and a
half years and we wish him
every blessing on his future
ministry.

Photo: CAS

JESSICA MCCANNON (LEFT) AND RACHEL REEVES, both
on the World Youth Day organizational staff, once stationed at the
Polding Centre in Sydney, visited the Kimberley to see the land they
heard so much about from Kimberley pilgrims.
FATHER ERNESTO
CERUTTI is recently
arrived as Assistant
Priest in the Cathedral
Parish of Broome. Fr
Ernesto, who is from
Argentina, studied at
Redemptorist Mater
Seminary in Perth and
has recently celebrated
his first anniversary of
ordination to the
priesthood.
Congratulations Fr
Ernesto and welcome!

Photo: CAS

SR NEVISA MARY OSM
Photo: CAS

PAULINE DEEGAN,
retired nurse, who had served at
Lombadina, Fitzroy Crossing,
Beagle Bay and La Grange/
Bidyadanga, returned recently on
a visit to La Grange where she
had been a nurse on five
occasions between 1983 and 2001.

visited La Grange/Bidyadanga
recently having left Perth where
she had served in the Aboriginal
Ministry since 1974. Sister has
been called to return to Chennai in
India where she will take up her
post on the Generalate of the
Community with the Servite
Sisters.

Photo: J Grimson

FATHER JOHN PAPWORTH (LEFT) AND BROTHER
MICHAEL HARRIS, members of the Salesians of Don Bosco and
based in Victoria, were in the Kimberley recently, tracing the footsteps
of Bishop Coppo SDB and others of their Order who were here during
the early days of settlement.
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Photo: CAS

STEPHEN SCOURFIELD, the author of fiction and non-fiction
books, was in Broome recently researching another book. His writing
has also been included in anthologies, he has published a spoken word
fiction CD and his photography has
featured in books and international
calendars. He has written and
photographed for, and edited,
magazines, newspapers and
specialist newspaper sections and is
a recipient of a United Nations
Media Award.
Stephen’s first novel, ‘Other
Country’, is published in Australia
by Allen and Unwin, and recently
won the fiction category of the WA
Premier’s Book Award and was
shortlisted in the Commonwealth
Writers Prize. As Travel Editor of
The West Australian Newspaper
Stephen is well known to people in
the Kimberley and is a frequent
visitor to the vast region.
Photo: CAS

Briefly Speaking
MEREDITH
BELL AND
ERICA
BERNARD show
off the SBS
documentary on
DVD, ‘Pilgrims
Walkabout’,
produced by well
known Kimberley
film-maker Paul
Bell and his wife
Meredith. The
documentary was
shown twice on SBS
and is now available
on DVD from the
Diocesan Office
(see advertisement
page 13).

A Walk in the
Wilderness —

PART 8

With Tony Treacy

Exploring the Kimberley up close
The day was hot and I felt
very weary from the morning
walk and disappointed that the
30 minute periods of exercise
twice a week over the past two
months have not done for my
legs as I had hoped. In my desire
to access both shade and water I

of my boots from the constant
manoeuvring across uneven and
unsteady ground. That evening it
was clear to observe that both
toenails were turning black and
so in due course would fall out.
This was despite wearing two
pairs of thick woollen socks.

Photo: CAS.

JOHN MCCLEAN, from Ireland,
of Irish parents but an Englishman
by birth, has volunteered to come to
the Kimberley to serve in whatever
capacity he is needed. John is a
teacher by trade and is very
interested in matters of
reconciliation, justice and peace.
He is also an accomplished writer
and proof-reader, both great
attributes for anyone destined to
help out on the Kimberley
Community Profile.

Welcome cool water. Photo T Treacy.

Photo: CAS.

Photo: E Bernard.

TOMASZ AND ANNA STEPHAN have recently arrived at
Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre as volunteers to look after the
administration of the Centre. Tomasz and Anna, from Poland, spent
time in Sydney as long-term volunteers with the World Youth Day
Office prior to travelling to Broome. They are excited to be at
Mirrilingki and are looking forward to working closely with the people
of the Kimberley and in particular the young people

crossed the barren channels to
the water course which was still
hugging the left bank. I found a
small chest-deep pool shaded by
some eucalypt trees which
themselves have adopted an
aspect of shying from the sun as
they leaned across the water
from a bluff on the left bank. I
hastily rid myself of my burden.
The scrubby bland surroundings
continued to dampen my mood
and cast, for the first and only
time, on my walk a shadow of
gloom and doubt about what I
had undertaken and what the
next two weeks held in store.
Wet with perspiration, I
hung my clothes in the sun to
dry. Once the billy was in
service I headed into that
beautiful cool water. Relaxing
and floating face down in the
river I became aware that the
second toe on both feet was
throbbing, suffering the stress of
being jammed against the front

I ate a handful of nuts for
lunch washed down with a billy
of tea. As I slurped large
refreshing mouthfuls of hot tea I
scanned my map but having
failed to read the bush as I
thought I could and would, I
remained uncertain as to my
exact location. I did not get the
camera out this morning as there
was no image I deemed worth
capturing. Hungry and no doubt
suffering the bodily adjustments
of the previous day and a half of
exercise I found it a real effort to
stir my weary bones and get
moving again. My pack felt
heavier than at any stage of the
journey to date. I think the
change in my diet and the
walking will do me the world of
good but good is not how I
would describe the way I felt
mid way through day two.
[Ed. To be continued next issue]
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Confirmation 2008

The Spirit of the Lord be upon you...
(Below)

BEAGLE BAY: Twelve young people from the
Beagle Bay Parish community received the Sacrament of
Confirmation in the beautiful Sacred Heart Church on
Sunday 7 September 2008. Two of those to receive the
Sacrament were Tyron Cox (left) and Aaron Birch.
Photo: CAS.

(Above)

BALGO:

A group of eighteen

young people received the
Sacrament of Confirmation in
Balgo, East Kimberley, on Saturday
13 September. Amongst those
confirmed were, from left, Craig
Kingsley, Latoya Moody, Todd Hector
and Francis Nagomara. Photo: CAS.
(Right)

WARMUN:

Following

Confirmation in Warmun candidates
gathered with Bishop Christopher
Saunders: clockwise from bottom left,
April Nulgit, Dale Thomas, Lazarus
Johnson, Miranda Mosquito, Dominic

(Below)

Churchill, Fr Matthew Digges, Neil Lay

LOMBADINA: Those confirmed

Lay and Jermaine Daylight.

in Christ the King Church, Lombadina,

Photo: T Stephan.

on Sunday 7 September: from left, front
to back, Tasha Stumpagee, Pascoe
Peters, Bradley Hann, Ainslie Ponsford,
Kazias Dodd, Darcy Sampi, Darryl
Chaquebor, Magdalene Doddan and
Austin Joseph with Fr Bill, back left, and
Fr Daniel, third from right. Photo: CAS.

(Left)

DERBY:

About to

cut the celebration cake
are those who received
the Sacrament of
Confirmation at the
9am Mass on Sunday
31 August 2008.
Front: Leonard Angus;
1st Row: (L-R) Curtley
Hunter, Marcus
Councillor, Reshai-Lee
Albert. 2nd row: Kalen
Morrison, Nickisha
Ishiguchi, Shaile Cox.
Back: Brianna TaylorEllison. Photo: CAS.
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New music and dance
facilities
With dance and song
and prayer, the new Arts
Building was opened in
October at St Mary’s
College, Broome,
showcasing the talent
available among the
students and highlighting
the commitment to
excellence in education
for which St Mary’s is
known.
Mr Alec O’Connell,
representing the Director
of Catholic Education,
Mr Dullard, opened the
Erica Bernard
with Tony Treac
building and praised the
y, Michael Leak
and Alec O’Co
e
nnell following
quality work done at St pla
the blessing of
ques and crucif
ixe
s
for the new cla
Mary’s by staff and
ssrooms.
Photo: CAS
students in all areas
including music and dance. The Principal,
Mr Tony Treacy, joined in praise for the architects of the new
facilities and the builders who combined to do a superb renovation of
the west wing building.

Kimberley Kitchen
VALERIE
JARVIE has been
living in Broome,
along with her
husband Mal and
their four
children, for the
past eight years.
Valerie enjoys
baking, with
desserts and
sweets as her
preference. She
likes to share her
cooking with
family and friends
and keeps her
Valerie Jarvie
freezer well
stocked at all times. This is a really great alternative to mince pies
for the festive season.

Tray-bake Fruit Mince
Shortcake
Ingredients
250g butter, chopped,
softened
3
/4 cup caster sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla essence
11/2 cups plain flour, sifted

/2 cup rice flour
100g slivered almonds
410g jar fruit mince
1 orange, rind finely grated
1
/4 cup pure icing sugar
1

Method

Dance students in their beautiful new studio. Photo: CAS.

Preheat oven to 160˚C. Grease base and sides of a 3.5cm
deep, 16.5cm x 26cm slab pan. Line with baking paper,
allowing a 2cm overhang at both long ends.
Using an electric mixer, cream butter, caster sugar and
vanilla until pale and creamy. Add plain flour and rice flour.
Using a wooden spoon, mix until dough almost comes together.
Using clean hands, bring dough together to form a ball. Cut
dough in half. Shape 1 half into an 8cm x 13cm rectangle.
Wrap in greaseproof paper and refrigerate. Press remaining half
over the base of prepared pan. Bake base for 15 to 18 minutes
or until light golden. Set aside to cool.
Increase oven temperature to 170˚C. Spread almonds over a
baking tray. Cook for 5 to 8 minutes or until toasted.
Combine almonds, fruit mince and orange rind in a bowl.
Spread over shortbread base. Roll remaining shortbread out
between 2 sheets of baking paper until slightly larger than the
top of the pan. Carefully lift shortbread over to cover fruit
mixture. (Don’t worry if shortbread breaks up slightly, simply
press it together over top of filling to completely cover fruit
mixture.)
Bake for 25 to 30 minutes or until top is golden and cooked
through. Allow to cool completely in pan. Lift slice from pan.
Dust with icing sugar. Cut into pieces.

Music students Danielle Sibosado (left) and Chaumani Maher. Photo: CAS.
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Vatican Dossier

Pontiff
explains
why Mary
is close to
humanity
Sin divides, but
Purity brings near, he says
LOURDES, France, SEPT. 14, 2008 (Zenit.org).
The Virgin Mary’s special protection from sin does not make her
far from the rest of humanity, but rather draws her closer to us,
Benedict XVI says.
The Pope affirmed this from Lourdes, where he marked the
150th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady to Bernadette
Soubirous. In his address before praying the traditional midday
Angelus, the Holy Father said the privilege of the Immaculate
Conception, “which sets [Mary] apart from our common condition,
does not distance her from us, but on the contrary, it brings her
closer.”
He explained: “While sin divides, separating us from one
another, Mary’s purity makes her infinitely close to our hearts,
attentive to each of us and desirous of our true good. You see it here
in Lourdes, as in all Marian shrines; immense crowds come
thronging to Mary’s feet to entrust to her their most intimate
thoughts, their most heartfelt wishes.
The Pontiff said that Mary thus shows man the way to come to
God. “She teaches us to approach him in truth and simplicity,” he
said. “Thanks to her, we discover that the Christian faith is not a
burden: It is like a wing which enables us to fly higher, so as to take
refuge in God’s embrace.”

Volunteer to Serve
the Church in the
Kimberley, WA
The Diocese of Broome is in need of volunteers to undertake
various positions throughout the Diocese. We are looking
for people prepared to be hands-on with practical help for
places in need: experience in shop work, cooking,
housekeeping, general handyman skills, building, vehicle
and/or grounds maintenance to name just a few. In return for
being part of the team we offer accommodation, living
expenses and an allowance.
To find out more please contact
Bishop Christopher Saunders
Ph: 08 9192 1060 or Email: info@broomediocese.org
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Dreams of wedded
bliss not dead
Cohabitation most likely
linked to poverty
By Father John Flynn, LC
ROME, SEPT. 14, 2008 (Zenit.org).
The aspiration to walk down the aisle to marry the man or woman
of one’s dreams continues to be a very common one, even though the
growing number of cohabiting couples, that
is, living together without being married,
may seem to indicate the contrary.
Evidence of support for commitment
came in a book recently published by the
London-based Institute for the Study of
Civil Society. “Second Thoughts on the
Family,” by Anastasia de Waal, compiles
information taken from a specially
commissioned opinion poll, plus interviews
with 27 “opinion makers.”
Fr John Flynn, LC.
The poll by the Institute revealed that
around 70% of young people would like to get married. This contradicts
the position held by the main political parties, which work out their
policies under the premise that people not living in married families are
simply choosing not to. This option, de Waal continues, is interpreted by
some as a positive sign of diversity, by others as a decline in family
values.
Both interpretations, the book continues, miss the point. In fact,
there is a clear relationship between poverty and family structure, with
high marital rates in the middle and upper classes.
The evidence found in the institute’s studies show that the real
divide over the family today is one of economic class, due to strains
that result in much higher rates of cohabitation and divorce for lower
income families.
Thus, while the intellectual justifications for family fragmentation
were popularized by people from higher socio-economic levels, the
large-scale practice of cohabitation and single parenthood has been
much more prevalent in lower income levels.
Faced with this sort of information, de Waal maintains that all
parties on the political spectrum should be concerned about family
structures and marriage. The combination of lower marital rates in
low income areas, higher divorce rates and more single-parent families
among the less well-off are strongly connected to structural poverty.

Caritas Kimberley

Does she have any choice?
In Harare, Zimbabwe, long before the rooster in their dirt yard
crowed, Rose Moyo and her husband rolled out of bed. “It is time to
get up,” said her husband. The flicking watch indicated 2.20am.
They crept past their children sleeping on the floor of the one-room
house — Cinderella, 9, and Chrissie, 10 — and took their daily
moonlit stroll to the bank hoping to get some luck. The people of
this once proud food basket of Africa have been plunged into a daily
struggle to get by. According to Moyo, 29, “It’s survival of the
fittest, if you’re not fit, you will starve to death.”
There is devastation and major breakdown of basic public
services; everyone has simply stopped reporting to their jobs
because their salaries no longer cover the cost of taking the bus to
work. “It’s scary and it’s pathetic,” said Tendai Chikowore, President
of the Zimbabwe Teachers Association. She said a teacher’s monthly
pay was not even enough to buy two bottles of cooking oil. “This is
a collapse of the system, and it’s not only for teachers. At the
hospitals, there are no nurses, no drugs.” she said.
Whichever way you look at it, every sector of Zimbabwean life
is in the gutter and so are the lives of once happy families.
Unfortunately, many cannot survive or cope with the pace; they are

A Zimbabwean woman with her child on her back flees across the border into South
Africa at Beitbridge Border Post in Musina, South Africa.
Photo: Themba Hadebe/The Associated Press

falling by the wayside though hidden from our view due to the
government ban and restriction on media coverage.
For more information on how you can make a difference through
the work of Caritas contact:

Caritas Australia

Toll Free 1800 024 413
Email: caritas@caritas.org.au
Caritas Kimberley, PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Ph: 08 9192 1060 Website: www.caritas.org.au

Congratulations

Kimberley
Community Profile
— Best Regional
Publication in
Australasia
The Kimberley Community Profile has again
been most successful in the Australasian Catholic
Press Association (ACPA) Awards taking out the
prestigious Award ‘Best Regional Publication’.
Photo: L Page.
It was also Highly Commended for ‘Best
Column’ (+ Christopher Saunders) and ‘Best Original Photograph’ (+ Christopher Saunders).
Ms Janice Grimson attended the ACPA Awards in Brisbane in early October where she was
delighted to accept, on behalf of the Diocese, the awards from Sean Dorney, the ABC’s Pacific correspondent.
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Media Watch

Australian priest
appointed director of
Asia’s largest Catholic
news Organization
Australian Jesuit Fr Michael
Kelly has been appointed director
of one of the world’s largest
Catholic news organisations, the
Union of Catholic Asian News
(UCAN).
UCAN was launched in 1979
to provide information on the
Catholic Church and Catholic
concerns in the Asian region. It is
the largest Catholic news service
in Asia and one of the biggest in
the world.
Fr Kelly will be sharing his
time between Australia and
Bangkok next year, as he
continues in his roles for the
Australian Jesuit Province and as

A Canadian priest, Fr Frank Leo, has
been appointed as secretary to the Apostolic
Nunciature in Australia.
Fr Leo, who is 37, arrived at the
Nunciature in Canberra in mid-October and
has taken up his duties assisting the Apostolic
Nuncio, Archbishop Giuseppe Lazzarotto.
Fr Leo was born in Montreal, Quebec and
was ordained priest for the Archdiocese of
Montreal on December 14, 1996.
This is Fr Leo’s first appointment in the
diplomatic service of the Holy See.

Photo: Courtesy ACBC

Prominent Peace
Prize to Indigenous
Australian
By Bill Worth
Photo: Courtesy Jesuits.

Executive Director of Church
Resources while taking over the
direction of the international news
group.

Australia House – new
pilgrim centre in Rome
A group of Australian
Dioceses, led by the Archdiocese
of Sydney and supported by each
of the Australian Archdioceses is
finalising the process of buying
the student house of the Marist
Fathers in Via Cernaia, Rome, to
establish a new pilgrim centre for
visitors to Rome. The centre will
be known as the ‘Domus
Australia’ or ‘Australia House’.
The centre will provide
accommodation for pilgrims as
well as information about the
Church and attendance at Papal
events. A key aim in establishing
the pilgrim centre is to help
tourists become pilgrims and, to
this end, daily Mass in English
will be available. An added
benefit of establishing the new
centre will be the opportunity to
strengthen the link between the
Catholic Church in Australia and
Catholic Rome. The centre will
be open to all, but is expected to

New secretary arrives
at Australia’s Apostolic Nunciature

Photo: Sydney Archdiocese.

be especially attractive and
welcoming for Australian
Catholic visitors to Rome.
The project has the support of
the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference. The Holy Father,
Pope Benedict XVI, and the
Secretary of State, Cardinal
Bertone, have welcomed the
proposal.
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Mr Patrick Dodson, popularly
referred to as ‘The Father of
Reconciliation’, has been named the
recipient of the Sydney Peace
Foundation’s Peace Prize for his work
and commitment to peace and justice on
behalf of Australia’s Indigenous people. Photo: CAS
In delivering the Sydney Peace
Prize Lecture at the Sydney Opera House on 5 November 2008, Mr
Dodson outlined the destructive settlement and colonial practices that
not only dispossessed Aboriginal people but later led to the policy of
assimilation. Mr Dodson denounced too present policies and attitudes,
based as they still are on foundations of assimilation. He called on
Aboriginal people to be recognized in the Constitution and in a treaty
which in turn acknowledges their rights to compensation for land taken
away during the settlement process.
Mr Dodson, citing the stance of Mr Barack Obama, called for
change in the nation: “The American President-elect has begun his
dialogue, we must begin and complete the same journey here in our
own country.”
Condemning the Northern Territory intervention begun under the
Howard Government, Mr Dodson denounced it as “crude, racist and
poorly considered policy”. He described the legislation that
empowered the intervention as “some of the worst ever passed…” He
added: “The failure by the Government to enter into a dialogue and
negotiation over the nature of the engagement with the Aboriginal
society of the Northern Territory will be seen by Australians in the
future as a model of worst-practice imposition of public policy.”
Addressing young Indigenous people, Mr Dodson advised them that:
“The opportunity is there for you to enter the workforce, but you should
look to the possibilities in other fields apart from the traditional
industries and aim to become creators as well as wealth consumers”.
Other recipients of the prestigious Peace Prize include fellow
Australian and former Governor General, Sir William Deane, and
former UN Commissioner for Human Rights, Mrs Mary Robinson, of
Ireland. Mr Dodson resides in Broome and is a prominent leader for
Indigenous people. Among his other positions he is Professor at the
Centre for Indigenous Studies, University of Notre Dame Broome
Campus.

Notre Dame News

Catholic Mission

New students assist in
best place finish for Uni

Fr Daniel Chama, Diocesan Director

Give the gift of real love
this Christmas through
Catholic Mission

The Hunchbacks enjoyed plenty of fun on the water during Shinju Matsuri.
Photo: Sr Carmel Posa sgs.

The Broome Campus of Notre Dame reached the semi finals of
the dragon boat races for the first time during Shinju Matsuri
festivities in 2008.
In recent years the dragon boat races have become a regular
event on the University’s student calendar. The event has proved to
be a great way of getting involved with the community and
introduces new students to the unique Broome lifestyle. The team,
known as the Hunchbacks, included many students who had only
recently arrived from the Fremantle Campus to complete a semester
exchange. The team also won the accompanying tug of war
competition. Their success in the dragon boat race has encouraged
the team to improve further and make the final in 2009.

Nursing students depart
for final pracs
Third Year nurses at Notre Dame, Broome, gathered for a
farewell blessing prior to departing for their final clinical practicums
that will take them from Queensland to Tasmania and the length of
Western Australia.

Front row from left: Faith Adele Handley, Michele Beswick, Lecturer Kay Stringer,
Claire Kennedy and Sophie Williams. Back row: Garry Clark, Gerry Moore and
Heather-Meg Blackstock. Photo: S Williams

You can help build a medical centre in Ghana to stop the prevention of disease for
infants and babies through the Catholic Mission Gift Registry.
Photo: Courtesy Catholic Mission

It is often a challenge to
think of things to buy for people
at Christmas. Catholic Mission’s
online Gift Registry is the perfect
place to shop for Christmas and
help people in the developing
world at the same time.
Buy a gift from just $20 to
help Children, Communities and
Church Leaders around the
world. You can contribute to a
meals program in Haiti to fight
malnutrition for $35. We feed
4,000 children a year at one of
our centres there. Contribute
towards the construction of an
orphanage in India, or towards a
medical centre in Ghana that
treats 10,000 children per year.
There are over 50 gifts available
from all over the world to choose
from. The recipient of your gift
will receive a certificate in
acknowledgement.
If you would like to donate a
particular amount that you can’t
find, please call us and we’ll find
one especially for you.
The Gift Registry is designed
for those people who are difficult
to buy for, who may have
everything they need, but would

appreciate a donation on their
behalf. You choose the gift and
the recipient of the gift will
receive a certificate explaining
which area of work your
donation will go to.
“The most popular gifts last
year were things like education
for girls in remote areas of India,
and contributing towards a
medical centre in Choggu,
Ghana” said Martin Teulan,
National Director of Catholic
Mission. “People love to help
children at Christmas and we
find those who receive the
certificates are very happy too.”
Receive the certificates by
email as a pdf or by post. In
order for certificates to be sent
by post before Christmas, gifts
must be purchased by December
22. If you wish to have the
certificate emailed, they can be
purchased until December 24.
Help Catholic Mission
achieve ‘Life for All’ this
Christmas. Visit
www.catholicmission.org.au and
purchase a gift of real love.
For more information phone
Fr Daniel Chama 08 9193 5888.
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace

Saint News

Br Shane Wood, CFC, Co-ordinator.

St Stephen

No time for complacency

Patron of Stonemasons
Feastday: December 26

Now that the dust has settled
after the State election, those
who are concerned with the
preservation of the pristine areas
of the Kimberley may need to
increase their efforts. Those of
us who were around during the
Court Government years
remember that there were battles
to be fought on a number of
fronts to preserve the natural
environment of the Kimberley
region. There was the fight
against the damming of the
Fitzroy River and the plan to
place a large resort complex on
the Gatheaume Point area in
Broome, to name just two.
There will no doubt be
increased pressure to allow
exploitation of the natural
resources of the Kimberley on
the land and in the sea.
During the election
campaign, the Liberals promised
a ministerial taskforce to reform
all environmental legislation and
approvals processes. We will
wait to see what this means in
practice; we certainly hope that
it does not mean providing less
rigorous environmental
assessment of development
applications in the more
sensitive areas of the Kimberley.
There is already an appeal being
undertaken against the building
of a luxury tourist resort at the
mouth of the Berkley River, 120
km north of Wyndham. The
appeal was launched because the
Environmental Protection
Authority decided that the
development was too small to
have an environmental impact.
In 2000, the Commonwealth
Government’s Australian Natural
Resources Atlas classified the
Berkley River Estuary as ‘in
near pristine condition’. This is
despite the fact that various
coastal tour operators have been
visiting the area for some years.

One could question whether the
impact of a permanent tourist
resort at the mouth of the river,
comprising as it does (according
to a report in the West
Australian) ‘twenty cabins, a
restaurant, shop, pool and staff
accommodation’ will be as low.
Even if this one development is
considered so small that ‘its
scale and impacts can be
successfully managed’, how
many of these small
developments in such an area
will be considered too many?
Does this private development
mean that others, like the tour
operators, will no longer be able
to have the same access to the
area as in the past?
This sort of development
approval, that potentially allows
a proliferation of small
developments, amounting in
time to the destruction of large
areas of pristine coastline and
waterways, should be
challenged. With a prodevelopment government back
in power, all those with an
interest in environmental
sustainability will need to be ‘on
their toes’ in the near future.
Let’s hope that the right sort of
urban development – such as
lower priced housing for sale
and rent – might be a more
urgent priority for this
Government than it was for the
previous one.

[Postscript: This is my
last column for the
Kimberley Community
Profile after 10 years, so I
take this opportunity to
thank readers for their
support and for their
periodic criticism, advice
and comment. Keep on
speaking up!]
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Stephen’s name means “crown,”
and he was the first disciple of Jesus to
receive the martyr’s crown. Stephen
was a deacon in the early Christian
Church. The apostles had found that they needed helpers to look after
the care of the widows and the poor. So they ordained seven deacons,
and Stephen is the most famous of these.
God worked many miracles through St. Stephen and he spoke
with such wisdom and grace that many of his hearers became
followers of Jesus. The enemies of the Church of Jesus were furious
to see how successful Stephen’s preaching was. At last, they laid a
plot for him. They could not answer his wise argument, so they got
men to lie about him, saying that he had spoken sinfully against God.
St. Stephen faced that great assembly of enemies without fear. In
fact, the Bible says that his face looked like the face of an angel.
The saint spoke about Jesus, showing that He is the Savior whom
God had promised to send. He scolded his enemies for not having
believed in Jesus. At that, they rose up in great anger and shouted at
him. But Stephen looked up to Heaven and said that he saw the
heavens opening and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
His hearers plugged their ears and refused to listen to another
word. They dragged St. Stephen outside the city of Jerusalem and
stoned him to death. The saint prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit!” Then he fell to his knees and begged God not to punish his
enemies for killing him.
After such an expression of love, the holy martyr went to his
heavenly reward.

Yesteryear
Images from our past

Pago Mission circa 1938…
Work was a happy constant part of life for Sisters Mathilda,
Hildegard and Scholastica, here doing the washing in Pago Creek,
near the site of the first Mission.
Photo: Courtesy Fr Thomas Gill Museum.

My Pilgrim Journey
By Kazue Bin Jalil of Beagle Bay
I guess going to Sydney was
an experience that I probably
would never experience again.
Attending World Youth Day, I
believe, has deepened my faith.
My whole journey was a once in
a lifetime opportunity –
something that I think I can never
experience again.
Being on the journey with
other pilgrims from all over the
Kimberley and the world helped
me personally find my inner self,
my strengths, and look at my
weaknesses. It was great to talk to
other people from different
worlds, different cultures.
I think Sydney was too big,
too fast, not somewhere I would
live but the people were friendly
and welcoming. We were greeted
as pilgrims with respect and
kindness, just the sheer generosity
of the volunteers, the transport

Kazue enjoying the cruise on
Sydney Harbour.

(bus drivers and taxi drivers)
made the experience ‘Christian’ like being part of a grand family.
The highlight of attending
World Youth Day for me would
be meeting other people and just
the whole scene of thousands of
Catholics gathering together to
meet the Holy Father. Although
he is just another man his words,
his encouragement and just when
he spoke made you think about
life – that you want to value life
more and look forward to what’s
ahead. I thought about my
Catholic beliefs and I think seeing
the Holy Father enriched my faith
more.
I would like to thank Erica
Bernard and the Bishop for all
their hard work. The success of
the pilgrimage is a credit to them
both. My thanks to the Catholic
Education Commission of
Western Australia (CECWA) and
the Catholic Education Office of
Western Australia for their
support and sponsorship; also,
John Rose and Sacred Heart
School for their ongoing support
and contribution for myself and
the other pilgrims.
I think the next step for me is
that I hope to see my daughter or
members of our community
attend future World Youth Days.
We have taken the first steps from
our community to spread the
word, and we’re just hoping that
our community youth would like
to attend and ‘experience’ the
next World Youth Day.

Pilgrims
Walkabout

AVAILABLE NOW

A 60 minute documentary
of Kimberley pilgrims at
WYD Sydney ’08.
Available from
Diocesan Office Broome

14.95

$

(Incl. packaging and postage)

Tel: (08) 9192 1060

WYD08
By Erica Bernard
As I sit at my computer and check out all
the photos from WYD, every day I see
something that I missed when I was in
Sydney, and then there would be photos of
events that I would relive and remember
warmly. The energy and excitement in the
young people from all over the world as well
as Australia was something special to witness
and be a part of.

‘You will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes upon you and you will be my witnesses’
— Acts 1:8

Have you come to recognize the Holy Spirit in your life
after WYD? Is the flame still burning in your heart
from WYD? What was your Holy Moment? What
now, that WYD is over? Where does God want to lead
you? Have you made Jesus your friend? Have you
shared your journey with your family and friends?

Erica Bernard, far right, with Eva Nagomara of Balgo to her left, reach out to greet
Pope Benedict XVI. Photo: Benita De Vincentiis.

I have been blessed to be a part of the Kimberley Pilgrims’ journey.
Now that WYD 2008 is over we find ourselves back home pretty much
doing the same things that we were before. BUT reflect for a moment
and try and see if there is something that is different: Have you come
closer to God? As I reflect on my own journey I am reminded that our
Catholic faith as a community throughout our Diocese is strong. This was
evident when the WYD Cross and Icon visited the Kimberley.
My highlight on the pilgrimage was when I got to meet the Holy
Father at Barangaroo. I had the privilege of being part of the Indigenous
Guard of Honour.
As I reflect on my journey I am blessed and very thankful to Bishop
Saunders for giving me the opportunity to deepen my own faith. Being
involved with WYD I have met so many wonderful people. Within the
Diocese of Broome I have experienced this overwhelming support of
generosity, prayers and guidance from everyone. So thank you and God
Bless!

Email: secretary@broome.diocese.org
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Parish News
BROOME

Just married

Life through Baptism

The Holy Place at St Mary’s College, Broome, was the setting for
the marriage of Vernon Dann and Rebecca Morgan on Saturday 13
September, 2008. Vernon and Rebecca were married by Fr Daniel
Chama before family and friends who travelled from as far north as
Wyndham and as far south as Perth. With God’s choicest blessings on
Vernon and Rebecca everyone witnessed their love and commitment for
each other. Congratulations Mr and Mrs Dann.

Photo: P Bell.

Kae-de Cox holds her daughter, Ayishirah, as Bishop Christopher
Saunders prepares to pour the water of baptism. Ayishirah was baptized
into the faith community during the Sunday Mass in Our Lady Queen of
Peace Cathedral Broome recently. Fr Daniel Chama assisted at the baptism.

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA

The Shorts farewell
La Grange
Photo: Damian Kelly.

Pioli family farewelled
The Pioli family, in front from left, Claudio, Stefania, Domitila,
Leonardo and Niccolo (Rebecca absent), were farewelled with the
traditional ‘Blessing Song’ as they prepared to leave Broome for their
new missionary placement in Sydney.

Photo: CAS.

Kimberley Catholic Volunteers, Laurie and Helen Short worked
generously in La Grange-Bidyadanga assisting Fr Bernard and local
parishioners in the care and maintenance of the Church and buildings.
Helen is a pretty good cook too!
Photo: J Grimson.
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Parish News
GIBB RIVER

ONE ARM POINT

Preparing for the muster Bishop visits
former
church site
There is always plenty to do on a cattle station and the boys at Gibb
River have their work cut out restoring a Bull-buggy in readiness for the
mustering season next year. This Toyota short wheel base has suffered
some major body alterations as a result of chasing uncooperative
Ranges cattle. But many hands make light work and it will be ready to
swing into action again before too long.

Paul Sampi (pictured) recently
took the Bishop, Christopher
Saunders, to the site of the Father
Nicholas Emo Church, “Our
Lady of the Aborigines” (c.
1906), at Cygnet Bay on the
Dampier Peninsula. All to be
found at the site, adjacent to the
pearl farm, is a piece of
Cadjebut timber, a part of the
once substantial but simple
edifice.
Photo: CAS.

Fast and
furious
bikes

From left, Justin, George, David, Johnny, Aiden, William, Adrian and, in front, Nathaniel.
Photo: CAS

The Maher clan share a
love of fast and furious
motor bikes at their idyllic
home in One Arm Point.
Clockwise, Jye (in front)
Khe’sahn, Rhyz and
parents, Willy and
Veronica.
George, easily the youngest mechanic at Gibb River, could have thrown a spanner in the
works when woken by William. Instead he joined the boys to overhaul a Bull-buggy in
preparation for the muster next dry season.

Photo: CAS

CEO News

History made
For the first time in its history, the
state-wide Catholic Education
Aboriginal Committee (CEAC) met in
Broome. The group, with representative
from across Western Australia, was
addressed by Bishop Saunders, Bishop
of Broome. This was in fact the first
time that the WA CEAC had met outside
the Catholic Education Office in Perth.

The CEAC state wide group gathered in Broome
with Bishop Christopher Saunders. 190808
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School News
BALGO - LUURNPA

BROOME

Camp School

Grand Final Glory

A small group of students from Luurnpa Catholic School in Balgo
were in Broome recently for Camp School. The group took time out
from their busy schedule to visit the office of Bishop Saunders in
Broome.

This year a team of Year 9 girls from St Mary’s College Broome
played in the Broome Netball Association U14’s competition, coached
and supported by Miss Melissa and Miss Helen. The girls had a
fantastic season losing only a couple of games and making it through to
the grand final against Bidyadanga, the team that defeated them by 1
goal last year. The 2008 Grand Final was a close and hard fought
match. The teams were pretty even going into the last quarter but
Saints wanted it more, coming out to score the first 5 goals and take an
unassailable lead defeating Bidyadanga 29 to 23.

Back row, Karen Prevett (class teacher) with Jimieka Madden, Dominica Maggie and Br
Michael Neville fsc. In front, from left, Shania Brown, Mica Mudgedell, Kion Patrick,
Keisha Mudgedell, Victor Whisputt and Felix Williams. Photo: J Grimson.

MULAN

Camp School in
Kununurra

St Mary’s ‘Saints’ Netball Team with coach, Melissa Weatherley (left) – winners in 2008.
Photo: H Capsali

Kimberley Exchange
Four students of St Mary’s College joined the Genazzano students
for the week in Bidyadanga and were involved in the La Grange school
and cultural programs. Emma Masters, of St Mary’s College, gives this
little pre primary student a hand in art class at La Grange School.

Students formed their own ‘peacock’ as they gathered in front of this palm in the
gardens. Photo: E Symons.

Six students of Miss Emily’s Year 2/3 class at John PujajangkaPiyirn School in Mulan, East Kimberley had an exciting, interesting,
and fun-filled time when they went to Kununurra for school camp.
Students enjoyed a visit to Zebra Rock Gallery, walking up Kelly’s
Knob, seeing a banana farm, practising their swimming and water slide
skills, running away from crocodiles at the crocodile farm, driving over
the Lake Argyle Dam and slurping up milkshakes.
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Photo: J Cambridge

School News
BROOME

Pathways Students
‘Meet the Boss’

Award winners dance
for Shinju

The students of the Pathways 3 class at St Mary’s College, Broome,
have been visiting a variety of workplaces around Broome to ‘meet the
boss’ and find out about employment and training opportunities. The
visits have also allowed students to talk to managers about the
personal qualities expected of an employee in any workplace. Pictured
is the class with Doug Miller, Manager of Roebuck Plains Station. Two
of the boys enjoyed the visit so much they hastily organised themselves
to spend a week working at the Station, which they said was hard
work, but a fulfilling experience.

Photo: D Kelly

Photo: A Mitchell

In the recent Catholic Performing Arts Festival in Perth, the dance
troupe from St Mary’s College Broome won a number of awards
including the Christian Dance Section with the performance of “Held”,
a piece based on the Kimberley Stolen Generation, and the Zenith
Award for Secondary Country Schools for the third year.
In August of this year, the Year 9 - 12 dance students from St.
Mary’s College took part in a very moving event for Shinju Matsuri
Festival. They performed ‘IN REPOSE’ in the Japanese Cemetery to
commemorate the souls of the early Japanese settlers who contributed to
the Broome community and to the shaping of the local pearling
industry. Initiated by members of the Sydney Dance Company the
students worked with a choreographer, an artistic director, a soundscape
artist and a musician to create a dance work that reflected the
connection to spirit, family, nature and culture.

Smarter than Smoking — Whole School approach
In Term 3 of 2008 the focus for St Mary’s College
Broome was Health Promotion. The Year 8 classes had been
working on the theme Smarter than Smoking culminating in
groups developing their own Health Promotion
presentations.
“The standard, quality and time some groups put into
this task was outstanding,” stated Ms Bridgid of Health and
PE at St Mary’s. “The students really got behind this task
after viewing the Critics Choice 2008, researching current
trends and then trying to make their own local, relevant add
campaigns.”
The school then went on to host the Smarter Than
Smoking West Kimberley Girls Football Carnival attracting
schools from up to 600kms away. In fact Hedland SHS went
home with the shield. It was a great day which promoted the
Health message.
St Mary’s College team with coach, Michael Martin, back right.
Photo: J Cambridge.
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School News
KUNUNURRA

LOMBADINA - DJARINDJIN

NAIDOC at Kununurra

Well done Sam

During Term 3 the students of St Joseph’s Catholic School
Kununurra celebrated NAIDOC Week with a variety of activities.
The Aboriginal Teacher Assistants organised boomerang painting,
spear throwing and a walk for the older classes along a sandy and rocky
track to a waterhole in Mirima National Park. Rangers from DEP
(CALM) accompanied the children and shared their local knowledge of
this beautiful part of Kununurra.
The week concluded with a Mass for the Assumption of Mary which
linked NAIDOC Week with the theme that Mary is the Mother of all of us.

By: Janice O’Keefe

Sam with son, Juvahn. Photo: J O’Keefe.

The large group of walkers rest at the waterhole in Mirima National Park as they listen
to the rangers.

WARMUN - NGALANGANGPUM

Celebrating First
Eucharist

On 22nd August, Samantha Walley, Aboriginal Teaching Assistant
(ATA) at Lombadina-Djarindjin Catholic School, graduated from The
University of Notre Dame Australia’s Broome Campus as Teacher
Assistant (Indigenous) in Certificate 3. Everyone at the school is
incredibly proud of Sam who is only 29 years of age and a great ATA
and a wonderful staff member. Sam has a 4 year old son, Juvahn, and
as well as working full time and being a very caring mum, Sam enjoys
fishing. Sam has been in the Djarindjin community for about 7 years
and we hope she stays for many more as she is a very valuable
community and school member. Well done Sam with all your hard
work, studies and your achievement.

BILLILUNA

Fun run for whole school

Seven young members of Ngalangangpum Catholic School
celebrated their First Communion with the Warmun Community
recently. From left are Lindsay Jessell, Michael Malgil, Corrina
Thomas, Kale Peters, Clarissa Churchill, Lee Barrett and Tremaine
Churchill. Teacher, Deborah Finn and Principal, Sr Alma Cabassi rsj
(at back) assisted parents and carers prepare the children with special
Saturday morning sessions of learning, reflecting and prayer. Sr Mary
McDonnell rsj helped out on these days of preparation with a
midmorning snack and getting the children to retell what they had
learnt. These celebrations are significant experiences
for the individual
and the
community, as
the cycle of
remembering
and participating
strengthens the
faith life of
those who are
present.

Photo: M McDonnell rsj
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Tianna Woodhouse and Ashleigh Dixon try on their new runners which they received for
first prize. Photo: L Thorpe.

All students at Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre in Billiluna,
East Kimberley, participated in a fun run through the community during
September. Junior and Lower primary students ran 1.5km with Middle
and Upper primary and Seniors taking on 3km. The students did a great
job and there were lots of prizes.

School News
RED HILL

Swimming Lessons at
Halls Creek

Busy time at Camp School
for Red Hill students
By Dean Savoia, Principal

Enjoying the fun of the lessons from left, Altyrah Sturt and Martisha Banks.
Photo: D Savoia.

The warmer weather is upon us and swimming lessons have
resumed. It’s a chance to hone swimming skills before the wet season
brings its irresistible pools and rock holes. Red Hill students are being
expertly trained by Peter and Jo from the Halls Creek Recreation
Centre. Every Thursday is swimming day, and we are hoping to work
towards a swimming carnival later in the term.

All Saints Mass
By Dean Savoia, Principal
Fr Matt Digges travelled from Wyndham to celebrate All Saints Day
Mass with Warlawurru Catholic School students and staff at Red Hill,
Halls Creek. Some parents and visitors were also in attendance as we
prayed together and remembered saints of significance to our parish, our
school and our nation.
Children had prepared all week and were ready to participate in
readings, prayers, a litany, the offertory procession and the wonderful
action hymns that the adults joined in too.

Students from Years 3 to 7 from Warlawurru Catholic School, Red
Hill (West Kimberley) who had attended well and behaved well at school
were rewarded with a trip to Broome Camp School in Term 3, Amongst
camel riding, crocodile feeding, boogie-boarding, jetty-walking, movieviewing and visiting St
Mary’s College we
made sure we had
some time to visit
Our Lady Queen of
Peace Cathedral. The
children were very
impressed with the
beautiful decoration
of the side altar and
with the sense of
peace that
surrounded them in
Our Lady’s
From left, Midd
Chapel. We
a Mosquito, Jor
dan Long, Mar
Shania Willett
kelle Minga an
joined together
stand at Our
d
Lady’s Grotto
in
Ca
th
th
e gardens of th
ed
ra
l. Photo: D Sa
to pray a Litany
e
voia
to Mary before
having a tour of the Cathedral.

PLEASE REMEMBER
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
THE KIMBERLEY
IN YOUR WILL
A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome
for the religious, educational and charitable works
of the Church allows funds to be applied
where the need is greatest.
❑

❑

❑

I would like more information
about remembering the
Church in my will.
I have already included the
Church in my will and wish to
have this noted.
I would like to be contacted for a
confidential talk about my will,
or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Please mail
coupon to:
The Finance Officer,
Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76,
Broome WA 6725
Tel: (08) 9192 1060
or
Fax: (08) 9192 2136

Name:__________________________________________________________________
Address:
Fr Matthew was quick to join students as they participated in the ‘actions’ of the Mass

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

ABN 37 040 099 127

held to celebrate the Feast of All Saints. Photo: K Duncan
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Rossmoyne Reunion
By Vicki Mckenna (Pallottine Committee Member)

West Kimberley

Football Academy

A backyard blitz of
their own

Stephen ‘Baamba’ Albert (left) was one of the many ex students from the Kimberley
who took advantage of the opportunity to catch up with Fr John Luemann sac.
Photo: V Mckenna

The weekend of the 17/18th October 2008 saw a large group of exstudents of the Pallottine Centre at Rossmoyne (1956-1991) gathered
together for a reunion sixteen years after the closing of the Centre.
This weekend was a time for the past students to remember, to laugh
and to rekindle old friendship. Some of the older students who attended
the reunion had not seen their old school mates since leaving the
Pallottine Centre over forty one years ago.
This occasion was also a very important time to say ‘thank you’ to
Fr John Luemann, now aged 89 and founder of the Pallottine Centre,
who gave Aboriginal students from all over the state the opportunity to
have an education. He believed that as young Aboriginal people we
could accomplish anything, given the chance. His wish was that
Aboriginal people could identify themselves as equals in society. His
belief in us has been proven, given the professional status of the
Pallottine students in today’s world.

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay
Conservation and Restoration Appeal
Please make donations
payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (WA)
and post to:

The Sacred Heart Church Beagle Bay
Conservation and Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

MY DONATION: ❑ $25

❑ $50 ❑ $100 ❑ Other

My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed
OR ❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

...
Expiry Date

Signature

Name: ____________________________________________________________
Postal Address: ________________________________________________
Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. Receipts will be issued.
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Tony Delaney
and students from the
West Kimberley
Football Academy at
St Mary’s, Broome,
have performed a
“Backyard Blitz” that
puts the famous TV
show to shame. The
gie patch.
eir thriving ve
The boys in th
Vegie Garden Project
ey.
Photo: T Delan
has been a resounding
success. The boys have
eaten much healthy, fresh produce from the thriving gardens
created at the back of the Academy office.
The massive transformation has been a combined effort. The
main workers behind the project were Tony’s Year 8 Academy
class. The design came from Tony’s good mate from “Gardening
Australia” fame, Josh Byrne, who also offered valuable advice
throughout the project. Other Academy boys also pitched in.
“The boys all really got involved in the project and gave up
their time at recess and lunch to work. Many of them wanted to
keep working after school,” said a proud Tony Delaney.

Mirrilingki News

Tatting at Mirrilingki
A perfect vestment
maintenance team
is (left) Joan
McPherson, a lay
volunteer at
Mirrilingki, and
Assistant Manager,
Anna Stephan, at
the same
spirituality centre in
Warmun. Among
Joan’s many talents
she is most
accomplished at
tatting. Her work
already features in the
Museum at
Kalumburu. At
Mirrilingki she has
been fast at work with
Photo: CAS.
her shuttle, tatting
some collar covers for the stoles in the Chapel, while Anna happily
sews the new pieces to the stoles.
The remote East Kimberley Centre is lucky to have available to
it such great talent!

Youth News

East Kimberley
youth gather
A follow up to WYD Sydney 2008 was
held at Mirrilingki Centre in Warmun
recently. It attracted twenty participants who
looked at ways to bring alive the faith among
youth and address their needs in the
Kimberley region. Bishop Christopher
Saunders and Fr Matthew Digges attended the
event along with convenors and fellow
pilgrims, Erica Bernard and Francis Kerongo.
The youth engaged in small group activity
and some introductory games, that had
balloons bursting, along with some serious moments of Bible
reflections and prayer. Resolutions for some wonderful events next
year are already in the planning stage.

Photos: CAS.

emergency relief
in crisis situations
Centacare Kimberley provides emergency relief to
families and individuals in crisis situations and conducts
the Employment Support Program for long term
unemployed persons. These Federally funded initiatives
serve the community of Broome and the Kimberley.
25 Robinson Street, Broome WA 6725
Email: centakim@westnet.com.au

2293
☎ 08Fax:9192
08 9193 6298
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Milestones...moving on

Photo: CA

SISTER ALMA CABASSI
RSJ has resigned as Principal of

BROTHER SHANE WOOD
CFC has resigned as Co-

the Catholic School
(Ngalangangpum) in Warmun,
after a very successful tenure of
six years. Sister Alma is to take
up a newly created position of
Family Support Worker for the
Bishop of Broome, based in
Kununurra and serving the East
Kimberley. While Sister Alma
will be sorely missed in the field
of education her talents have
gifted her for this new role
which in essence will
compliment the ongoing work of
education in which the Church is
so considerably involved.

ordinator of the Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace. During his
term of ten years Brother Shane
has researched and commented
upon many matters facing the
Kimberley in an era of growth
and development. He has been
an animator encouraging an
appropriate Christian response to
a large array of crucial issues.
Brother Shane leaves this
position of one day a week and
increases his commitment
accordingly at Notre Dame,
Brome Campus to full-time.
Photo: CAS

SR VERONICA RYAN RSJ, a veteran of thirty one years in the Kimberley, one-time teacher, sometime
Kimberley CEO Administrator and accomplished author, has decided it is time to pick up her cross and move
on back to her native Armidale in NSW. Sister Veronica spread her gifts over a considerable area of the
Kimberley including Kununurra, Warmun, Wyndham and Broome. There, she did so much to provide the
means of a good education together with a measure of stability when circumstances were often challenging.
Her major contribution to the written history of Warmun is to be found in the much acclaimed publication,
‘From Digging Sticks to Writing Sticks’. Her work on Religious Education in the Kimberley was always
outstanding and is contained, to some degree, in the monumental work, ‘Kimberley Companion’.
Photo: CAS
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Below: There is a new roof on the old Convent at Beagle Bay thanks to the talents of John Ryan (right),
a regular helper on such projects in the Kimberley together with Keith Kitchener Junior (centre) of Beagle Bay
and Zaran Jakens of Broome. Photo: CAS.

Above: Francis Nagomara was
baptized by immersion on a warm
Balgo evening by Bishop Christopher
Saunders (centre) with the help of
Fr Eugene Zurias. Later that night
Francis also received the Sacrament
of Confirmation. Photo: F Kerongo
130908

Right: Costumes with colour and
earnest dancers in action
accompanied the proceedings
at the opening of St Mary’s
College Broome’s Music and
Dance Studio. St Mary’s
College dancers have received
many awards under the
leadership of teacher, Vicki

Kylie Long, of Warlawurru Catholic School Red Hill, with her
spoils from the lolly scramble, having already visited the faceChilling out in Kalumburu are mates, from left, Sonny French, Isaac Milgin, Kieran Karadada and Isaac

painting centre, at the day of activities organised by the Halls

Bundamurra. Photo: CAS.

Creek Alcohol Centre for Children’s Week. Photo: D Savoia.
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