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Editorial

Common knowledge and common good
What constitutes a just
outcome? What is a just action?
How is this decision said to be
just and that decision unjust? Is
the justice of a decision to be
measured merely by the degree
to which it agrees with each
individual’s opinion? On the
contrary, wisdom teaches us that
we must look to the standard of
‘the common good’ when
making decisions that affect the
life and culture of any society.
In the normal run of public
business in any State, town or
settlement, decisions regarding
the merit or otherwise of a
particular proposal have the
power to cause division, even at
times serious dissension.
On the topic of daylight
saving we have recently had yet
another State-wide plebiscite
which once again came up with
a resounding ‘NO’. One
politician said he was “bitterly
disappointed”, while another
commentator in the same news
report was “absolutely
delighted”. Such is democracy.
Of course decisions like this are
easily reversed if the public
mood on the matter shifts. Other
contentious decisions have
consequences that are permanent
and as such are irreversible.
These matters we need to get
right from the beginning.
On the topic of getting it
right, the debate surrounding the

LNG processing plant proposal
in the West Kimberley
continues. There are those who
maintain that the agreement
signed by traditional owners
with the Government and with
Woodside is a fair deal, a ‘done
deal’, and one that serves the
common good. Any destruction
of the natural environment is
manageable and limited, while
essential safeguards are to be
built in to the conservation plan.
The deal, they say, provides for
necessary development and
employment opportunities,
offering a positive future for our
youth.
Others regard the deal as
unfair, deleterious to the
common good, culturally
unacceptable, destructive of
natural treasures and a matter yet
to be adequately dealt with.
Some people feel that the price
to pay for the cash and kind
offered in exchange for the right
to develop Prices Point and
Quondong is too great.
On one thing all can agree:
for those in the YES camp and
for those in the NO camp for
development, this proposal has
become a source of division and
strident rancour.
Part of the problem
surrounding the division that
exists in the community
emanates from the process of
consultation employed to

establish this project. It is quite
amazing that so few details of
any significant agreement on the
contentious issue have been
released. Uncertainty and
distrust are always the product
of secrecy and when the whole
of society is affected those who
are not ‘in the know’ remain
suspicious and unsupportive.
One is tempted to ask
“And where is the big picture?”
Building a gas processing plant
is the precursor to what?
You don’t spend that sort of
money without having in mind a
bigger picture of what would
grow from such an investment.
And what does that picture look
like? How does Broome look
with a population in the future
of 68,000 inhabitants? What
other issues – environmental,
social, industrial – accompany
this important leap into the
future for Broome and the
Kimberley?
The time for secrecy is over
and the time for intelligent, well
informed debate on both sides in
an atmosphere of charity is well
and truly with us. Backyard
deals out of view of public
scrutiny are no way to promote
healthy discussions and
meaningful decisions regarding
‘the common good’ – our good
and the good of future
generations.

Key moments in the life of Jesus I THE SHARER OF MEALS
Each of the gospel stories describes Jesus engaging with people specifically at meals.
It seems to have been a deliberate strategy. He shared meals with many, often including
religious leaders and the socially disreputable. At these he would at times break the
rules of accustomed respectability.

While he was speaking, a Pharisee invited him to dine with him. So he went in and took his
place at table. The Pharisee was amazed to see that he did not wash before dinner. Luke 11:37
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At Yaruman or Ringer Soak, a
remote community south-east of
Halls Creek. These community
women, from left, Sheila Walker,
Angela Gordon (back) and Ruby
Ungiya relax after a celebration that
commemorated the gift of
Aboriginal people to Australia.
Photo: CAS

Let your spirits
rejoice in the mercy
of God, and be not
ashamed to give Him
praise. Work at your
tasks in due season,
and in His own time
God will give you
your reward.”
Sirach 51:29-30
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Sisters celebrate 60 years in the Kimberley
Billard Summit
Icon for new Cathedral

Briefly Speaking
SR CARMEL POSA, a Good

MOYA AND JIM BRUCE, of

Samaritan Sister, has been
conferred with her PhD at the
University of Melbourne
College of Divinity. Sr Carmel
lectures in Theology at the
University of Notre Dame,
Broome Campus

Toodyay near Perth, are regular
volunteers for the Diocese of
Broome. They were in town
recently on holiday with Moya’s
sister and brother-in-law from
Wales, and took advantage of
the opportunity to offer their
volunteering services for 2010.

MATTHEW AND SUSAN HILL, pictured with daughter Miriam,
have recently arrived with their eight children to reside in Broome.
The family, from Melbourne, has come to support other families
and members of the Neo Catechumenal Way in the Kimberley.

Photo: S Di Maria

FATHER MANOEL LOPES

Photo: E Boase

Photo: J Grimson

FR PATRICK PUTHOTA, from
Chennai in southern India, had
only been in Australia two
weeks when Archbishop Hickey
of Perth, asked him to help out
Bishop Christopher Saunders
for three weeks. Following his
time in Kununurra Fr Patrick
has a posting for twelve
months in the Parish of
Whitford, Perth. What does
Patrick miss most while in
Australia? Watching India play
cricket.
Photo: F Birrell

has been supplying in the
Cathedral Parish at Broome.
Father Manoel is Assistant
Priest at Cottesloe, in Perth’s
leafy suburbs, although
originally he came from a
rather more leafy Brazil. In the
past he has stayed in
Kalumburu and Broome.

Kalumburu Raffle winners
Each year a raffle is held in Kalumburu to support Project Compassion.

Congratulations to winners this year:
1ST AINSLEY DONATIONS – TICKET # 763
2ND WILLIAM SMITH – TICKET # 243
3RD NANCY UNGHANGO- TICKET # 288
4TH MONTANA BUNDAMURRA – TICKET # 741

Volunteer to Serve
the Church in the
Kimberley, WA
The Diocese of Broome is in need of volunteers to undertake
various positions throughout the Diocese. We are looking for
people prepared to be hands-on with practical help for places in
need: experience in shop work, cooking, housekeeping, general
handyman skills, building, vehicle and/or grounds maintenance
to name just a few. In return for being part of the team we
offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance.
To find out more please contact Vicki Baudry
Ph: 08 9192 1060 or Email: admin@broomediocese.org
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

The Budget ’09…Fairness
and the forgotten people
These columns are written quite a while before they are
published. As I’m writing this one, Australians are digesting the
implications of the 2009 Budget. When you read it, that will all be
old news. Still, I hope there’s a point to be made that will survive the
news cycle.
Each year on May 1, the Feast of St Joseph the Worker, the
Chairman of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council issues a
Pastoral Letter. This year the Chairman, Bishop Saunders, wrote
about “the most vulnerable among those our politicians call ‘battlers’
or ‘working families’” – people struggling to survive and bring up
families on the minimum wage. His point was that when times are
toughest – when the country is in the grip of a recession and money is
hardest to come by – we should be particularly concerned about those
who are poorest and weakest. This is not the time to cut their wages
on the grounds that the nation “can’t afford it” or “needs to tighten its
belt”. The incomes of these people should not be a tool for fixing
economic problems that they didn’t cause.
With that in mind, it is interesting to read the initial responses to
the Budget from organisations that look after the interests of
disadvantaged people. There is, of course, some good news: most
significantly, pensions are going up, as are payments to carers and
disability support pensions. Expenditure on infrastructure, longawaited, is to be increased by quite a bit.
However, the Society of St Vincent de Paul and the Australian
Council of Social Service (ACOSS) immediately pointed to two
groups that get nothing from this Budget: unemployed people and
single-parent families. The Vinnies National Council CEO, Dr John
Falzon, gets my prize for the quote of the month.
“You can’t grow fairness on the tree of exclusion”, he said.
Dr Falzon called these two groups the Forgotten People. In some
parts of Australia, he says, they make up 60 per cent of those that
Vinnies are called on to help. Echoing Bishop Saunders, he says:
“We, as a nation, have learnt from this recession that people are not to
blame for being pushed out.”
Clare Martin, the CEO of ACOSS, pointed to research that shows
that “57 per cent of families on parenting payment could not pay a
utility bill in the last 12 months.”
Finally, the Director of Catholic Social Services Australia, Frank
Quinlan, made the same points in Eureka Street and added that, for all
the billions to be spent on infrastructure, there is no guarantee of
employment for the unemployed or disadvantaged.
One of the saddest implications from all this is that one
disadvantaged group is pitted against another: some pensioners get an
increase, but sole parents and unemployed people (whose numbers
are almost certain to increase) don’t. Frank Quinlan writes about how
the government is “prepared to spend only cautiously on a politically
acceptable selection” of vulnerable people. That’s not, I think, how
Jesus wants it. He came for all people. In the same way, we – and our
government – should be here for all people.
The Pastoral Letter for the Feast of St Joseph the Worker is ‘Working Families’ and
the minimum wage at a time of financial crisis. It is available on the website of the
Australian Catholic Social Justice Council (www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au).
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A memorable 60 years
Sr Philomena Hockings (right) and Sr Veronica McCarthy, of the
Sisters of St John of God, recently celebrated 60 years since the date of
their arrival in the Kimberley. The Sisters well remember their journey
on Sunday 29 May 1949, when they travelled from Perth to Broome in
a DC3 on the ‘Milk Run’; a journey taking an amazing 10 hours,
stopping off at every little airstrip along the way. We are grateful to Sr
Philomena and Sr Veronica for their wonderful contribution to the
Church and people of the Kimberley and we thank them for their
generosity.

Photo: J Grimson

Hard working team
John Ryan (right) and
John Brockwell, from
Melbourne, are a hard
working team who
specialize in house repairs
and classy carpentry.
Being larger than life they
add to the life of the
Diocese offering their
service to the Bishop
generously and
enthusiastically. John
Ryan is a Saints supporter
but given his unbounded
kindness it’s easy to say
“all is forgiven”.

Photo: S Di Maria

Viewpoint
By Bishop Christopher Saunders DD

Vocations... living an authentic life
I am most grateful to the
priests of this Diocese and those
from elsewhere who have been
helping to supply Mass and
Sacraments to
Kununurra,
Wyndham, Halls
Creek and their
associated remote
communities. It has
not been easy for the
people, the Principals
of our schools and
the Pastoral
Associates from those Parishes
either and I appreciate their
patience with the situation. This
is a good moment to speak about
vocations to the priesthood and
the shortage of priests our
parishes are presently suffering.
What do we need to do about
the shortage of vocations? What
can we do about it? The first
thing we must do is to name this
insufficiency for what it is. The
shortage of priests is due to a
crisis of faith and it is not a
peculiarly Catholic problem
either as similar circumstances
are lamented in Protestant
denominations. At a time when

every society on earth is
suffering a major cultural
upheaval, western nations are
being especially affected, ours
included. People are
regularly and falsely
encouraged to aspire
to the heights of
material acquisition
much to the detriment
of an uncomplicated
life driven by
Christian spiritual
values. That the call to
ministry too often falls on deaf
ears is no surprise in these
secular times.
Pope John Paul’s
New Evangelization
is a call to the Church
to renew itself, to
become more like
Christ. It is a call to
authenticity,
encouraging us to live
dedicated lives as
followers of Christ. In this
context the church of the
Apostles as recorded in Acts
demands our urgent attention.
Three aspects of their lives
distinguished the believers in that

early community in
faith: Firstly, they
were united in mind
and heart. They
identified as believers,
convinced followers of Jesus the
Christ. They were bound
together by prayer and they met
for the breaking of the bread, an
action that drew them profoundly
to a communion with the divine
and with each other. Their hearts
were restless for God as they
strived to help each other to be
brothers and sisters under the
sign of the cross.
Secondly, they cared for the
poor, those who were
cast aside and
marginalized – the
widows and the
orphans. Their faith
was lived out in
justice and concern
for the well-being of
others. Finally, they
witnessed to the faith without
fear. By their actions they were
defined and recognized in the
crowds, set apart by the matter of
what they said and the manner of
what they did.

We will have an
increase in vocations
to the priesthood when
we pray for vocations,
when we endeavour to
act justly and when we
courageously say who we are
and what we believe. When we
are content to present ourselves
as a people who yearn for unity
in Christ instead of being
peddlers of negativity and
division, when we acknowledge
that justice is not an optional
extra in the treasure-house of
belief, when we act in concert
boldly proclaiming the Good
News as precisely that – then
will the ground have been turned
and the seed germinated that
brings forth in abundance the
vocations to the priesthood we
so urgently need in order to
become more fully the
community to which God has
called us. You are a chosen race,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people of his own, so that you
may announce the praises of him
who called you out of darkness
into his own wonderful light.
1 Peter 2:9

THE PRIEST

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

To live in the midst of the world without
desiring its pleasures;
To be a member of each family,
yet belong to none;
To share all sufferings, to penetrate all secrets,
to heal all wounds;
To go from man to God to offer Him
their prayers;
To return from God to man to bring
pardon and hope;
To have a heart of fire for charity; and a heart
of bronze for chastity;
To teach and pardon, to console and bless
always.
My God, what a life! And it is yours,
O priest of Jesus Christ.

O God, we pray, You who desire that all should be
saved and should come to the knowledge of the truth,
send forth labourers into the harvest; inspire many
young people with the generous desire of devoting
their lives to Your service; grant that there may be a
great increase in the number and sanctity of vocations
to the Priesthood and to the Religious Life, so that
Your Holy Name may be glorified and people may be
brought to know and serve You, the One True God and
Him whom You have sent, Jesus Christ Your Son, Our
Lord. Amen.

Lacordaire

BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 2009 I July 13-17, 2009
St Thomas More College, Perth WA
For more information email
office@catholicozvocations.org.au
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Vatican Dossier

Youth News and WYD

Pontiff to Families:
God Is on Our Side

Remembering WYD and
Rome

Encourages Spreading Virtue of Obedience
VATICAN CITY, APRIL 23, 2009 (Zenit.org)

Benedict XVI is affirming that the Gospel
virtue of obedience stems from interior
communion with God, and is urging families
to share this “essential” value with society.
The Pope said this today during the
homily of a Mass with organizers of January’s
World Meeting of Families, which took place
in Mexico City.
Quoting St Peter, who said, “We must obey God rather than any
human authority,” the Holy Father told his listeners, “The Word of God
speaks to us of an obedience that is not mere subjection, nor simply an
obeying of orders, rather it arises from an intimate communion with
God and consists in an interior vision capable of discerning that which
comes from on high and is above everything.”
He added, “It is the fruit of the Holy Spirit which God grants
without measure.” Benedict XVI affirmed: “Our contemporaries need
to discover this obedience, which is not theoretical but essential.
“It means opting for specific forms of behavior which are based on
obedience to God’s will and which make us fully free.
“Christian families, with their domestic, simple and joyful lives, in
which day by day they share their joys, hopes and concerns, and live in
the light of faith, are schools of obedience and environments of true
freedom. They know this well who over many years have enjoyed
marriage in accordance with God’s plan … experiencing the goodness
of the Lord who helps and encourages us… He is on our side.”
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By Rebekah Treacy

When I first arrived
in Rome, I knew I
definitely no longer
was in Australia and I
was extremely excited
before the wonderful
journey even began.
The second we left the
airport, it all kicked in
properly that I was
actually in Rome, half
way across the world,
miles away from home
and family. As a tourist,
ancient buildings,
massive statues, the
most beautiful
churches, busy traffic is Rebekah, third from bottom right, assists with
what I see looking out carrying the Cross for the Handover in St Peter’s
Square, Vatican, on Palm Sunday, 5 April 2009.
the window as we tour
around Rome. We passed the Colosseum, and again I thought to
myself I’m actually in Rome; it all happened so fast that I had to
keep reminding myself I’m here, its all happening, and its all going
to happen. Everyday we did something exciting. The second day in
Rome we walked to Saint Peter’s Square: what I was thinking when
I first stood in the area, words can’t explain. Every church I walked
into put me in great awe. Every single one had the most incredible
paintings, which I could have just sat and looked at for hours. I
didn’t want to walk away from them, they had this grand feeling
about them...
Although the entire journey was memorable the most
unforgettable place we visited was Assisi. It was about a three hour
bus drive from Rome, but felt like half an hour. The country was
seriously breath taking, and driving up to Assisi seeing it situated on
a hill above the small town, was like a fairytale. We walked around
the village of Assisi, exploring everything that was there, and we
were all so privileged in being able to have mass down in the actual
tomb of St Francis.
The group was so welcoming and friendly, by the second day we
were all used to each other. Some of the people in the group were
very strong in their faith, whereas others just like myself were still
trying to find that part with the help of each other. Near the end we
all got together as a group and shared our experiences, our
highlights, what we got out of this trip, what we were going to take
back with us. All in all listening to everyone’s comments got me
thinking a lot about my own place, and where I’m standing with my
own faith. I’m not strong in my faith, as far as it goes, for honestly I
don’t get much time in my life, or I don’t make much time in my life
to think about my faith, about God. But this trip to Rome has
somewhat widened my views. It has given me a deeper
understanding of faith and has given me time to be in the right place
and with the right people, to allow myself to think about and express
exactly what I want. The experience in Rome was once in a life
time, and is definitely one I’ll never forget.

Heliport facility opened
and blessed
WA Premier, Mr Colin Barnett, Bishop Christopher Saunders of the
Kimberley and Broome Shire President, Graeme Campbell, in the newly
opened and blessed hangar for the huge transport helicopters, $23M
each, owned by Bristows which will service oil and gas rigs at the
Browse Basin, off WA’s far north west coast.

Photo: Yane Sotiroski

Competition Winner
Congratulations to Mr Ambrose Charlarimeri of
Wyndham who gave us the correct modern-day
spelling of Kalumburu. He also included the
earliest spelling of the northern settlement which
was ‘Cooloombooroo’. — Ambrose now receives
a portable CD player valued at $200.
Photo: C Gray
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The photograph
must be taken in the Kimberley
of a place, an animal, a person or
a group of persons. The photograph
should be either digital, and sent by
email to info@broomediocese.org,
at full size, not compressed, and at
the highest resolution possible,
OR, the photograph may be a print
not smaller than postcard size.
Preferably the photo will be in
colour.
Information to be included: Photographer’s name and address, name
of school if applicable, name of subject.

Caritas Kimberley
Stefania Di Maria, Diocesan Director

Online generation take
challenge to BE MORE
“I’m a bit of a social justice freak”, says 17 year old Elizabeth
Rhodes from Cardijn College, Adelaide. “I’ve had to learn that I can’t
hold fundraisers or events for social justice issues every day.” Instead,
Elizabeth has channelled this enthusiasm into taking up the Be More
Challenge. Inspired by the words of Archbishop Oscar Romero
‘Aspire not to have more, but to be more’, Caritas Australia, the
Catholic aid and development agency, has created the campaign to
give people tangible ways in which they can work towards promoting
justice, humanity and peace in the world. Elizabeth acknowledges that
passionate people, when faced with statistics highlighting the enormity
of global poverty, can begin to feel overwhelmed. “It is really easy to
turn a blind eye,” she says. “I probably used to do that myself, but
now I have become more aware and I have decided to do those small
things to make a difference.”
Elizabeth is one of hundreds of people who have signed up to the
website which inspires individuals and groups to set five challenges:
personal, family, local, national and global, to make changes in their
lives which promote social and environmental justice. The website
allows people to personalise their profile pages by writing a progress
journal, uploading photos and posting upcoming events. “Not many
websites let you set goals for yourself so it’s a good motivator to
actually do something and when you do it, it is very rewarding,” she
says. “I thought that it would be really good to set some goals and see
what other people are doing around the country because it is really
inspiring to see their challenges,” Elizabeth says.“I looked at the
challenging
ideas provided
on the website
and adapted
them to fit my
lifestyle”.
“They are
simple things;
like my
personal
challenge is to
take my green
Photo: Courtesy Ben Macmahon, Caritas Australia
bags to the
shops and my
family challenge is to buy fair trade coffee. They are pretty easy to do
but they make a difference”. Her national challenge, to recycle more,
is something Elizabeth’s family of five has embraced. After finishing
high school she hopes to donate her time to volunteering in a village in
a developing country. “I think if we could all just believe and live by
the fact that every little thing makes a difference, then we could make
a huge impact on the world and it would just be fantastic.”
To join the Be More Challenge visit www.bemore.org.au or to find
out more call 1800bemore.
Contact Stefania Di Maria, Diocesan Director Caritas Kimberley
13 Barker Street (PO Box 76) Broome, WA 6725
Ph: 08 9192 1060 Email: info@broomediocese.org

www.caritas.org.au
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Catholic Mission

Kimberley Volunteers

www.catholicmission.org.au

Taking a new direction...

Call for Peace and Prayer
in Pakistan
Christian families in Karachi,
Pakistan, are locking themselves in
their own homes following
escalating violence against them in
recent weeks. In April, six families’
homes were burned to the ground,
along with shops and a number of
churches in the locale of Taiser
Town, Karachi. The National
Director of Catholic Mission in
Pakistan, Fr Mario Rodrigues,
reported on the violence that
occurred. He said: “They
misbehaved with the women and
asked them to accept Islam
otherwise they will kill them. They

A ransacked house.
Photos courtesy Fr Mario Rodrigues,
Catholic Mission, Pakistan.

burnt the Holy Bibles
and the worst – they
have killed people... A
group of 35 to 40 men
armed with AK47, TT
pistols, repeaters,
rifles, fired
indiscriminately at the
Christian
Community”. Prior to
the violence, vandals
Victims of the unrest in Pakistan.
had left messages on
the Church walls
which included– “Long Live the Taliban” and “Long Live Al Qaeda”.
Women were beaten on the streets and dragged by their hair, and
many people were injured. Sadly, an 11 year old boy was killed, after
being shot in the head. He died days later in hospital. Police
reportedly recovered an arms cache of semi-automatic pistols and a
Kalashnikov assault rifle.
Martin Teulan, National Director of Catholic Mission Australia
is surprised by the lack of coverage and shocked by the turmoil of
not only properties destroyed, but lives lost. “This is shocking news,
and our prayers are with Fr Rodrigues and all the people affected by
this senseless violence. We must be mindful of this as a sad reality
for many people around the world, living with daily threats, not
only to their livelihood, but to their lives. We call for Australians
to gather in prayer for our friends in Pakistan, and particularly for
those who have lost loved ones.” The Pakistani Government advised
the National Assembly earlier this month that 1,400 people have
been killed in terrorist attacks in the last 15 months in this area. Fr
Rodrigues pleads with us: “So this is a request to stay in prayer
at your own homes. I believe that God will listen and he will not
bring us to the test”.
Martin Teulan is calling for all Australians to be prayerful for the
people of Pakistan. This follows reports from Fr Emmanuel Yousaf
Mani, Director of the National Justice and Peace Commission of the
Pakistani Bishops’ Conference who also visited the areas affected by
the violence. Fr Emmanuel encouraged the community not to lose
hope and to continue in constant prayer, without responding to the
violence with violence. The people, he says “are mainly poor families,
the working class and farmers who lead a simple and tranquil life.”
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Mavis Waina, a local from the remote community of Kalumburu,
first started working with the Mission as an assistant in the setting up
of the Kalumburu Museum. Being an artist herself, she thoroughly
enjoyed explaining the artwork in the museum to the visitors. With
the advent of the wet season, fewer tourists made it to Kalumburu,
so Mavis took on a new direction, and was employed to work with
Di Peters as her mentor, in the Mission Shop. Here Mavis learnt the
ropes of being in the food
industry, and embarked on the
journey of food preparation,
including salads, cooking stews,
food handling, and cake making.
With her successful completion of
this training, and her pending
certificate, Mavis has now
advanced in her training to the
area of Hospitality and
Accommodation in preparation for
the onslaught of the tourist season.
Mavis, at right, busy in the kitchen
under the guidance of Di.
Photo: CAS

Kimberley Kitchen

Banana Cake
LIZ DAVIE, Broome local and
member of the Stracke-Dolby
family, shares the recipe for her
“Banana Cake”. Liz says, “When
going to a family party or function
– the question is, Are you making
banana cake?”. It’s a very simple
recipe, so family, friends and
parishioners – here it is.
Ingredients

Icing

3/4

1/4

cup margarine
cup castor sugar
3 x 60g eggs
3 medium bananas
1 teaspoon vanilla essence
21/4 cups self raising flour
1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
3 tablespoons milk

3/4

cup margarine
1 cups icing sugar sifted
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1/4 cup cream cheese (philly)
1 banana

Method

Cream margarine & sugar until light and fluffy. Beat in eggs one at a
time. Mash bananas then beat in with vanilla.
Sift flour and bicarbonate of soda together. Then fold into mixture
half at a time, alternating with milk. Place mixture in 24cm round
greased (or similar sized) baking tin and bake in centre of a moderate
oven at 180˚C for 40-50 minutes or until cooked.
Turn out onto wire cooling tray.
Icing

Cream margarine with icing sugar, cream cheese and lemon juice
until light and fluffy. Slice banana and place on cake.
Cover with icing.

Obituary

Mary
Patricia
Sibosado
Born:
7 September, 1962
Born to eternal life:
4 May, 2009
Written by Peter Sibosado
Delivered by Clare Scanlon, at
Requiem Mass in Our Lady Queen
of Peace Cathedral, Broome, on
Friday 15 May 2009

Mary Patricia was born in St
John of God Hospital, Subiaco
on 7 September 1962. The elder
daughter of Noreen and Patrick
Monaghan, who came from
Ireland and Scotland respectively.
She was baptised in the church of
the Immaculate Conception East
Fremantle, on 2 October, the
Feast of the Holy Angels.

Mary started school at Santa
Maria College Perth in February
of 1967 where she was taught by
Sister Breda O’Reilly rsm. In
January 1969 the family set out
on a long boat trip travelling via
the Panama Canal
to spend time
with family in
Ireland. While
there she made
her First Holy
Communion.
They lived with
her maternal
Grandparents
until February
1970, when they
returned to
Austsralia via South Africa,
arriving back in Fremantle in
March.
She resumed her studies at
Santa Maria where she remained
until the completion of her
secondary schooling and then at
Claremont Teachers College she
gained a Teaching Diploma. Her
first teaching position was at St

Jude’s Primary School, where
Sister Maura was Principal. Her
next posting was at St Simon
Peter School, Ocean Reef, as
Assistant Principal Religious
Education, with Sister Breda as
Principal. In the
meantime, she
gained a Bachelor
of Education
Degree and a
Master of
Religious
Education from
Notre Dame
University,
Fremantle, which
included a unit in
Aboriginal
Spirituality at the University’s
Broome Campus. In 1998 she
was seconded to Derby for a
year but, instead of returning to
Perth, Mary went to Djarindjin
Lombadina Catholic School in
1999. It was here that she met
Peter Sibosado and in 2004 they
were married in Broome. Peter
and Mary continued to live in

Djarindjin where Mary taught at
the school and Peter was the
CEO of Djarindjin Community.
In 2007 they moved to
Kununurra where Peter had
gained employment. Mary
began teaching at St Joseph’s
Primary School as a relief
teacher becoming permanent in
2008 and working with the PrePrimary children. 2009 saw her
role as the school Librarian until
she passed away quite suddenly
and unexpectedly.
Mary was strong in her faith.
She always put herself second to
others in sickness or in health.
No matter what the situation or
circumstances, people could
always rely on Mary to come
forward and help. All her hard
work was because of her love for
the children she worked with and
for love of her job as a teacher.
Mary Monaghan/Sibosado
was a very special person. If she
had touched your life in some
way you too would know this.
May she rest in peace.

Billard Summit... A new beginning
On Monday 27 July the Nyual Nyual people of Billard Aboriginal
Community (near Beagle Bay) will host a 4-day meeting of 150 key
national, state, regional and local representatives with the object of
identifying the best ways to address the high level of suicide by
Indigenous people in the Kimberley.
The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Western Australia, the
State Coroner, the CEO of Lifeline and a host of other senior
government officers and Indigenous people will attend the “Blank Page
Summit on Suicide”. The aim of the Summit is to create a canvas – a
blank page – to plan and co-ordinate their actions in relation to
Indigenous suicide prevention. The theme of the Summit, “Getting

Yesteryear Images from our past

Sisters of St John of God assist the surgeon at the Bungarun
Leprosarium (Derby) -1948. Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives

together for Life”, will form the
basis for the discussions.
The Summit is being organised
by Stephen Victor Snr and Mary
O’Reeri of the Billard Learning
Centre: a grass-roots organisation
created in reaction to the tragic
deaths of Mary O’Reeri’s two
brothers. The mission of the
Learning Centre is to prevent
Indigenous youth seeing death as
their only option by making better Photo: S Di Maria
pathways for the next generation.
The inspiration which drives Mary O’Reeri and her family is a deeply
held faith handed down to her from her parents. Prayer and a sound
relationship with Jesus are essential to what motivates her and her
desire to serve others.
In addition to implementing vocational training courses, the Billard
Learning Centre has formulated a number of home-grown personal
development programs aimed at enhancing motivation, empowerment
and individual responsibility amongst their young people. The “No
Humbug Agreement” is a standard set for the community and its
members; a code of conduct. “My Action Plan” is about self-help. It is
a tool that assists individuals to get their life together. The common
feature of these initiatives is that they are driven by Indigenous people,
to effect positive change for Indigenous people.
All parties accept that the problems underpinning Indigenous
suicide are manifest and that solutions are likely to be difficult to
achieve. It is the hope of Mary O’Reeri that, through open
consultation, the Summit will move Indigenous people in remote
communities like Billard one step closer to ‘closing the gap’.
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Notre Dame Kimberley

Media Notes

Alicja Wieszczeczynska, Campus Librarian

Respect…
Walking the fine lines
Reconciliation between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and
non-Indigenous Australians has been defined by some as a process of
creating mutual understanding, recognition and respect. Since my
arrival in the Kimberley late last year, I’ve found myself regularly
reflecting on the complexities of this process. Not that this subject had
not occupied my mind in the past. Having lived in Sydney for almost
twenty years, I had many opportunities to demonstrate my support for
this process, albeit often only symbolically.
For example, in late 1990s, at the beginning of the “Sea of hands”
movement, I solemnly signed and planted cut outs of red and yellow
hands on the sand of Bondi Beach. A few years later, I proudly marched
with thousands of Sydneysiders across the Sydney Harbour Bridge in
support of reconciliation and, not so long ago, I examined the NT
Intervention and applauded the National Apology to the Stolen
Generations. I watched Indigenous films at the annual Message Sticks
Festival, raved about the performances of the Bangarra Dance Theatre,
wept listening to Archie Roach singing “Took the children away” and
delighted in Aboriginal art exhibited in Sydney gallery space.
Then I arrived in Broome, a place where reconciliation is a matter of
daily choices and encounters. Not that I discredit my earlier
experiences; they certainly were not just empty gestures. But their
significance has taken on a slightly surreal shape in the grounded reality
of my life here.
I now have the privilege of working, with my Indigenous colleagues
and students, on a campus dedicated to the process of reconciliation.
The beautiful building housing the campus library exists thanks to the
generosity of Indigenous artists and other benefactors of the Kimberley
where Aboriginal artworks adorn the Library walls. Our Library holds
materials dedicated to Aboriginal Studies where I often see how
confronting it is, for our first year students, to discover the brutal aspects
of encounters between white settlers and the First Australians.
I too keep learning, even though my “lessons” might be as simple as
chatting to library patrons or talking to people on the street. There have
already been so many unforgettable encounters: the lovely women from
Balgo who visited the Library last year in search of photos, the ‘cheeky’
Aboriginal five year old near the entrance to BRAC, the animated
Fitzroy Crossing artists at the Short Street Gallery or the elderly
Aboriginal man who had come to town to visit his relatives, spent the
night in the bush and when the family still wasn’t at home the following
day, knocked on my door, asking for a lift to the roadhouse on the
outskirts of town so he could catch a ride home from there. Our short
car ride to the roadhouse gave me more food for thought than any of my
Sydney-based experiences.
I am learning how to walk that fine line between political
correctness and insensitivity; the fine line between the desire to help and
the fear of being patronising or, even worse, appearing indifferent.
But, as they say, sometimes the journey becomes the destination.
Artworks from the Painting the Future collection are on a permanent
display in the Library building. The Library is open to the public and
everyone is welcome to browse and use it for study or research. Our
online catalogue and opening hours can be found at
www.libraryonline.nd.edu.au/home
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Martin Teulan, National
Director. Photo: Courtesy
Catholic Mission

185 years on
and Catholic
Mission
continues its
work in 160
countries

Figures from Catholic Mission’s Annual Report released for the
2008 financial year show a decrease from the previous year.
However, Australians are continually generous to the children of the
world. Catholic Mission’s work with Children increased slightly to
just over $4.5 million, up from $4.4 million the previous year.
Catholic Mission’s National Director, Martin Teulan is currently
at the Vatican in Rome, with other National Directors from all over
the world. He is involved in a democratic vote on projects that will
be funded in the next financial year.
In 2008 the school children of Broome gave more support to the
children of the Majority world with donations of $1,679.
Catholic Mission’s work with
• Communities raised $6.99 million.
• Children raised $4.5 million, an increase of 2 per cent.
• Church Leaders raised $932,635.
These three areas of work amassed a total of $12,577,553.
This is an excellent opportunity to thank all the people who have
made a donation to Catholic Mission’s work with Communities,
Children, and with Church Leaders all over the world.

Saint News

Saint John
the Baptist
Feastday: June 24

John the Baptist was the son of
Zachary, a priest of the Temple in
Jerusalem, and Elizabeth, a kinswoman of Mary who visited
her. He was probably born at Ain-Karim southwest of
Jerusalem after the Angel Gabriel had told Zachary that his
wife would bear a child even though she was an old woman.
He lived as a hermit in the desert of Judea until about A.D.
27. When he was thirty, he began to preach on the banks of
the Jordan against the evils of the times and called men to
penance and baptism “for the Kingdom of Heaven is close at
hand”. He attracted large crowds, and when Christ came to
him, John recognized Him as the Messiah and baptized Him,
saying, “It is I who need baptism from You”. When Christ left
to preach in Galilee, John continued preaching in the Jordan
valley. John was later imprisoned and then later beheaded by
the treacherous King Herod. John inspired many of his
followers to follow Christ when he designated Him “the Lamb
of God,” among them Andrew and John, who came to know
Christ through John’s preaching. John is presented in the
New Testament as the last of the Old Testament prophets and
the precursor of the Messiah.

Icon for new
Cathedral in Broome
Icon /uy-kon/ n. 1 painting of Christ etc., especially
in churches of the Eastern and Byzantine traditions.
Roman Vasylyk comes from the Ukraine and is a well
known master of iconography, the painting, or “writing”, of
religious icons. Bishop Saunders invited him to come to
Broome as part of his teaching and
Master Iconographer,
working tour around Australia after
Professor Roman Vasylyk,
at work in his studio in
he was introduced by Bishop Peter
Stasiuk, the Ukrainian Catholic Rite Broome. Photo: CAS
Bishop in Australia.
Professor Vasylyk has been
commissioned to paint an
Icon of Our Lady Queen of
Peace for the new
Cathedral in Broome.
Roman’s icons are
characterized by their
architectural style, their
refinement and spirituality.
His great faith he attributes
to his religious family. His
brother, who is a bishop,
and his father, were both
Students of the workshop in Broome, Clare McKinney (left) and Vicki McKenna
imprisoned by the
Communists for their faith. (right) with Professor Vasylyk and interpreter, Bohdan Mykytiuk. Photo: CAS

Sr Jill O’Brien sgs, of the Cathedral Committee, with
iconographer Professor Roman Vasylyk and his
interpreter, Bohdan Mykytiuk. Photo: CAS

Roman was nineteen years of age when he first
met his brother and his father when they were
released from prison.
While in Broome, the Professor conducted
lessons in Iconography for a group of eight
students drawn from the Parish, and later gave
a public lecture on this fascinating art form.

The Year of St Paul
The Pauline Year, a special jubilee dedicated to
St Paul the Apostle, will conclude on June 29 2009, the Feast of St Paul the Apostle.

Paul was a Roman citizen from a
wealthy family.

Ten interesting facts
about St Paul:
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Parish News
Kalumburu

Easter family fun day

Movie night

“This is the day that
the Lord has made, we
will rejoice and be glad in
it”. The Kalumburu
community found this
invitation true when they
gathered in the Grotto for
the family fun day on
Easter Sunday. After
celebrating the morning
mass, the volunteers led
by Bogdan, Brian, Vin,
Judy, Sue and Joan set up
a sausage sizzle. Fr
Anscar and Lilibeth did
The joy of winning! Deslie Gallagher (back) led her
the last minute sale of
team including Barry, Chelsea, Kitty and Anthony in
raffle tickets for the draw
winning the “pass-a-ring on teeth” competition
whose proceeds went to
during the Easter Sunday family fun day in
Project Compassion. It
Kalumburu. Photo: F Kerongo
was hard to find Francis
as he was often sandwiched amongst the kids setting up the games or
demonstrating what to do. If you want real fun, do it the family way and
you will be glad.

“You become what you watch” is a slogan that Seminarian Francis
has chosen in the interesting venture of holding movie nights in
Kalumburu, in the far north of the Kimberley. Kids and young people
often imitate the actors in language, character and life attitudes. It is
good to help them find good role models, so only good movies are
shown. “The aim here is attitude and character formation through fun
and laughter. Give them values without sending them away bored,”
says Francis.

Young people gathered for the popular movie night. Photo: F Kerongo

Keeping a healthy town

You can’t have a family fun day without a Sausage Sizzle – ask Bogdan (left) and the
sizzling team in charge of feeding all the fun. Photo: F Kerongo

NATSICC ASSEMBLY

Once every three years the
National Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Catholic
Council (NATSICC) holds an
assembly for Catholic
Aboriginal people somewhere
in Australia. This year it is
BRISBANE. Dates – 20th to
25th September 2009.
For details call Craig Arthur at the NATSICC Secretariat
on 08 8223 5244 or register at
www.astmanagement.com.au/natsicc9/Register.asp
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Photo: CAS

Environmental Health is an important issue in any place and to keep
a very remote township in good shape requires hard work. Danny Ambi
(left), John Burgu, Darryl Williams and Justin Tataya from Kalumburu
Aboriginal Corporation do their bit for the community of Kalumburu in
the far north of the Kimberley.

Parish News

School News

Balgo

Wyndham

In the land
where
Jesus
walked

Prac teaching in far north

Liam Ryan has returned to
Balgo Parish where he is
assisting Parish Priest Father
Eugene. His time away was
spent on a pilgrimage of the Neo
Catechumenat Way to Jordan
and the Holy Land. In Jordan
they attended a Mass celebrated Photo: CAS
by the Holy Father Pope
Benedict XVI. They also viewed Mt Nebo, the place from which
Moses first cast his eyes on the Holy Land. In Israel they were present
when the Holy Father celebrated Mass at Nazareth and they walked in
Jesus’ Country by the Sea of Galilee and in the Holy City of Jerusalem.
Liam commented, “This pilgrimage was significant for me as it allowed
me to have a meeting with Jesus on a deeply personal level in the land
where he walked… There were so many very special things about this
pilgrimage. I am truly grateful.”

Derby

Renee Johnston, at left, and Hayley Stewart, student teachers from
Notre Dame University, Fremantle, will complete their teaching
practical
experience at St
Joseph’s School
in Wyndham in
Term 2. Miss
Renee and Miss
Hayley planned
and taught many
exciting lessons
for St Joseph’s
students. We
wish them both
all the best for
their future
studies and their
days teaching in
the classroom.
Photo: J Caley

Lombadina-Djarindjin

Holy Week celebrated

Our Lady’s Grotto blessed
Recently Mr Huby Vink and a number of Derby parishioners built a
grotto in the grounds of the Holy Rosary School for statues of Our Lady
of Lourdes and Saint Bernadette. The statues were given to the school
by the Sisters of St John of God when the school convent closed some
time ago.
A plaque at the base of the grotto acknowledges the support and
generosity given to the Sisters since their arrival in Derby in 1937 of the
Ah Chee and Fraser families, Community Health, Holy Rosary Parish
and School.
The grotto acknowledges 100 years of the presence of the Sisters of
St John of God in the Kimberley.
Pictured at the Grotto are Sr Sheila Murphy SSJG, Sr Antoinette
Kelly SSJG, Parish Priest Fr Paul Boyers and Huby Vink.

Prize winners of the Easter poster competition - Tori McDonald, Eva McDonald and
Brittany Wiltshire. Photo: D Savoia

Photo: J Vink

On Holy Thursday, Warlawurru students presented items that told
the story of the events of Holy Week. Palm Sunday and the Last Supper
were acted out by Junior and Middle Primary students. Senior students
led the gathering through the Stations of the Cross, pausing at each
station to sing a Jaru junba and reflect on Jesus’ suffering and what it
means in our lives.
The day was also an opportunity for parents to visit classrooms and
receive portfolios of children’s work from throughout the term. Prize
winners were announced, at a shared lunch, for the Caritas raffle and
also for an Easter poster competition.
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School News
Beagle Bay

Broome

Kindy for 3 year olds

ANZACs remembered

By Tristan Sarah

Student representatives from St Mary’s College attended the Anzac
Day Commemoration Service at Bedford Park, Broome, on Anzac Day,
and laid a wreath on behalf of the College community.
School resumed on Wednesday 29 April, and there were Anzac Day
assemblies held on both the Primary and Secondary Campuses.

Sacred Heart School Beagle Bay has started a Kindy Program for 03 year olds, thanks to Kullarri Regional Community Development
Employment Program Inc. It is fantastic to see so many young children
and parents involving themselves in a variety of activities.
Miss Rebecca Rose and Miss Ruth Henderson are coordinating the
Program, with Miss Rebecca Cox and Miss Jackie McKenzie assisting.
So far the Program has attracted a good number with the highest
attendance being fourteen, and the group is still building. The Program
has also attracted several mums who are pleased to have this program
running.

Photo: J Cambridge

Kununurra

Playground encourages
play and activity
Miss Ruth with a Kindy group. Photo: T Sarah

Lombadina-Djarindjin

Law
Culture a
way of life
By Janice O’Keefe

Law Culture is a way of
life on the Dampier Peninsula.
In Term 1, the staff of
Lombadina Djarindjin
Catholic School were
honoured to be invited to join
with families and the local
community to be present at the
‘coming out of the bush’,
where the boys had been for
two weeks.
Photo: J O’Keefe

Pictured high up on the climbing wall are, from left, Costa, Samantha, John, Mali,
Brad, Shantelle, Riley and Vincent. Photo: T Fyfe

Children of all ages can now keep even more active during their
breaks thanks to a very successful busy bee on the first Saturday of this
term when parents, carers and friends installed playground equipment at
St Joseph’s Kununurra.
It didn’t take long for the kids to be climbing, jumping, swinging
and hanging off the monkey bars, pommel walker and balance beams as
well as climbing walls.
It was a wonderful team effort for the benefit of our children!
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BELOW It’s mustering season again! A lone ringer droving cattle from El Questro,
overlooks the Gibb River Road set against the impressive Cockburn Ranges, near
Wyndham, East Kimberley.
Photo: CAS

BELOW Professor Roman Vasylyk (left) and
Bishop Christopher Saunders, in Broome, after the public consultation
with parishioners regarding an Icon of Our Lady Queen of Peace
that the Professor will ‘write’ for the new Cathedral. Professor
Vasylyk comes from the Ukraine and is on a teaching tour of
Australia. He is one of the Ukraine’s foremost iconographers
(see article page 11). Photo: J Grimson 190509

RIGHT Students of Warlawurru
Catholic School Red Hill (Halls
Creek) enjoyed a day at Banjo
Bore as a treat at the end of
Term. Walks up and down the
dry bed of the Elvire River
uncovered a great array of
interesting rocks, flowers, old
bones and spare parts that the
children eagerly presented to
their teachers. Some parents
came along for the day and
helped teachers and assistants
cook sausages, kangaroo tail
and damper for lunch.
In the foreground, Altyrah
Sturt, Markelle Minga and
Shaneal McDonald stop for a
photo in the shade of the Elvire
River bridge. Photo: F Nowak
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ABOVE
Brother John Richards of Kalumburu
courageously battles on-going bouts of ill health and disability since
suffering a serious stroke. Now he is able to handle short to medium
distances comfortably on his Gopher Cart handed down to him since
the death of Sr Scholastica OSB. To the locals this is Brother John’s
“Pope-Mobile”, not bullet-proof but able to help him shoot through
when he feels like it! Photo: CAS

DESIGN BY RED LOGIC DESIGN, BROOME W.A. 6725

LEFT Student Representative Council and Hospitality and Tourism (H &
T) students assisted in the promotion of St Mary’s College Broome at
the recent Northwest Expo. H & T students, including Jacob Watters
and Kara Farrell (pictured), dressed in their chef’s uniforms, were
impressive as they prepared and served mocktails and canapes.
Photo: J Cambridge

