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Editorial

A culture of life
In our present social context, marked by a dramatic struggle between the culture of life
and the culture of death, there is need to develop a deep critical sense capable of
discerning true values and authentic need. Evangelium Vitae 1995
In a remote Aboriginal
settlement grandmothers and
mothers wondered about the
regular use of a drug administered
by medical authorities via a
hypodermic needle to young girls
in the community “to prevent
teenage pregnancy”. They
wondered at the ethical standards
of such actions committed
without their permission and
without any explanation. As they
continued to wonder many girls
continued to be injected as the
need arose in the mind of the
medicos who had by then
assumed full responsibility for
this course of action, “all for their
own good”, of course. Then one
day the Ranger drove in from the
Shire as part of the local
government Dog Control
Program. He began rounding up
female dogs and injecting them
“to prevent there being too many
puppies.” Suddenly, the mothers
and the grandmothers realized
what had happened - not only
were their children being treated
like dogs, but they had also been
drawn into a most sinister state of
affairs; they were victims of a
culture of death.
Dangerous driving resulting
in road fatalities, sadistic
humiliation, the willful
destruction of embryonic stem
cells, deaths through tobacco
related diseases and illegal drugs,
chronic alcohol abuse, burgeoning
incidents of violence in the street
and in the home, euthanasia,
deaths through suicide and

substance abuse, abortion and the
use of the morning after pill, the
administration of sterile inducing
drugs on young women, the
public peddling of condoms
among minors and mostly without
parental approval – all of these
testify to one thing; a culture of
death.
The Blank Page Summit
which was held recently in the
small remote settlement of Billard
north of Broome was about
seeking ways to create suicideproof communities. This
involved, participants concluded,
encouraging self-care through
staged support and training
families to be real families. They
committed to building
communities with effective
internal problem solving and a
strong sense of civic virtue. In
summary, the conference was a
powerful testimony to something
which today is not always found
in a large part of our urbanized
and spiritually sterile society. That
is, a commitment to life and a
culture of life.
The foundation of a healthy
culture of life is a spiritual one
based on the firm belief that
anything life-giving and lifesupporting is to be encouraged
and nurtured. Love, respect,
compassion, kindness and charity
are all signs of life and are
themselves life sustaining. A
culture of life celebrates our
existence, our being and our
oneness with the world and with
each other. It is not hedonism, the

pursuit of pleasure for its own
sake, because that is something
that by its own definition is
unsustainable. On-going partying
and all that goes with it in ‘the
land of the long weekend’
eventually leads to a negative
outcome because it is not good
nurturing, nor is it evocative of
life for the individual or the
community.
Christian people, the polls tell
us, have a positive outlook on life
and seek to be good human
ecologists, creating an atmosphere
to sustain life and the life-giving
qualities that enable the family to
flourish. This does not deny
imperfections or aberrations
among Christian families, but
quite evidently life is a superior
goal of believing people.
Choosing life and the culture
of life need to be at the heart of
every family, every community,
every Church and every
individual. We must eradicate
from our lives those ideas and
practices that speak to us of death
and destruction. We must discover
what it is that is wholesome and
joyous about living and invite
others to discover it too. For most
people such a pathway is a work
in progress that cries out that we
follow it together, resolutely, and
in solidarity.
Man is called to a fullness of life
which far exceeds the dimensions
of his earthly existence because it
consists in sharing the very life of
God. Evangelium Vitae 1995

Camille Bernard proudly posts the
envelope. Photo: S Di Maria
In Broome, St Mary’s College teacher
Valerie Birch and Year 3 students
participated in Simply Sharing Week, a
nondenominational activity of the
international aid and development
agencies of the Christian churches of
Australia. The theme for 2009 is “Not
Just About Food!” Valerie helped
students understand about the unjust
and unequal access to food amongst the
countries of the world by running an
activity called “Make a link...Be a link”.
Children linked together causes of
poverty and suggested resolutions, put
their activity sheets in an envelope and
sent it to the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
the Hon Mr Stephen Smith, to remind
him that in 2000 our world leaders
promised to halve world poverty by the
year 2015. Will they keep their promise?
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Key moments in the life of Jesus I THE LAST SUPPER
Jesus invited his disciples to share the ancient ritual meal of the Jewish Passover with him the
night before he was put to death. In this highly significant meal Jesus invites those who carry on
his tradition to celebrate this meal ‘in memory of him’.

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it and gave it to them,
and said, ‘Take; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks, he gave it to them,
and all of them drank from it. He said to them, ‘This is my blood of the covenant…’ Mark 14:22
[So You’re Working for the Catholic Church – by Fr Tony Doherty.]
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Briefly Speaking
CHAPLAIN JOSEPH JOHNS

FR MICHAEL MORRISSEY,

is a Catholic Pastoral Minister
with the Royal Australian Air
Force and is based in
Richmond NSW. Joe spent a
week at Curtin Airbase with a
group from Richmond,
deployed for exercises in
Western Australia, and found
time for a weekend in Broome
during a break from exercises.

Vicar General of Gerdaldton
Diocese and Parish Priest of
Mulawa, was in Kununurra
Parish recently where he
baptized the son of his niece.

PATRICK
KERLIN, AND
HIS WIFE LIZ,
were in Broome
and visited the
Dampier
Peninsula
during July.
Patrick, who
previously
worked as
Finance Officer
for Bishop
Saunders in the
Diocesan Office, Photo: S Di Maria
now lives with his family in Gosford, on the Central Coast of NSW.

SR CHRISTINE O’CONNOR (L), a Federation Sister of St Joseph
from Newcastle, NSW, is in Kununurra to discern a felt call to be
with the people of the Kimberley. Previously Sr Christine worked
with people on a very large housing estate at Hamilton South,
NSW. She brings with her skills in spiritual direction and
education in faith and catechesis.

Photo: CAS
Photo: S Di Maria

DARREN MACKIE, from
Hervey Bay in Queensland,
joined the Kimberley Catholic
Volunteers in Broome in early
August. Darren will assist in
various situations in Broome
including the St Vincent Pallotti
Community Centre and
Emergency Relief with
Centacare.

TOM GANNON is the Campus
Minister for the University of
Notre Dame, Fremantle
Campus. Tom was visiting the

Photo: A Cabassi rsj

OCTAVIA HALL (R) comes from Blairgowrie on the Mornington
Peninsula in Victoria. Having completed her schooling at Padua
College, she is using her gap year to volunteer at St Joseph’s
School Kununurra before she goes to Banda Aceh Sumatra in
Indonesia.

Photo: S Di Maria

Photo: S Di Maria

Broome Campus recently with
a group of exchange students
from Notre Dame in Portland,
Oregon USA.
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

In July Pope Benedict XVI
issued his latest encyclical,
Caritas in Veritate (Charity in
Truth), which addresses the
challenges of an increasingly
globalised world: the growing gap
between the poorest and the
richest; consumerism focused on
‘having more’ rather than ‘being
more’; a financial crisis born of a
morality that is not centred on
humanity; and the need to use
earth’s resources wisely and
economically.
The Australian Catholic Social
Justice Council has a discussion
guide, and the full text and an
official summary are on the
Vatican website.
Pope Benedict, like Pope Paul
VI in his great encyclical
Populorum Progressio (1967),
continually returns to the idea of
development – a concept that,
both Popes say, embraces not just
material enrichment of people and
communities but every aspect of
human growth – material, spiritual
and cultural.
Development raises the issue
of respect for and acceptance of
life. ‘Openness to life is at the
centre of true development’, Pope
Benedict says. The ‘human person
in his or her integrity’ is ‘the
source, the focus and the aim of
all economic and social life’.
It is in that light that Pope
Benedict raises many other issues:
Markets should not become
‘the place where the strong
subdue the weak’, and the misuse
of finance has wreaked havoc.
The economy needs ethics that are
‘people-centred’.
International aid can create
wealth for all but can sometimes
‘lock people into a state of
dependence’ and even give rise to
oppression and exploitation.

International trade is vital to
poorer nations and is often ‘what
guarantees their survival in both
the short and long term’.
The United Nations and
international economic and
financial institutions need
reform.
Culture and traditions of
different nations and peoples are
of profound significance.
Modern migration is a
phenomenon ‘of epoch-making
proportions’. We need to
safeguard both migrants and their
host countries.
Our natural environment is
‘God’s gift to everyone’. ‘In our
use of it we have a responsibility
towards the poor, towards future
generations and towards
humanity as a whole’.
So Pope Benedict takes a
global, internationalist view of
the issues we face. Reading the
encyclical, it is hard not to
compare this view with recent
events in Australia. We seem to
have been using many
international students as cash
cows – exploiting and abusing
them instead of nurturing and
forging friendships with them.
Our health system is failing more
and more people. The agony of
our Indigenous sisters and
brothers continues.
Pope Benedict reminds us
that Charity is a virtue that sums
up the whole of the Law and is at
the heart of the Church’s social
doctrine. It is ‘an extraordinary
force which leads people to opt
for courageous and generous
engagement in the field of justice
and peace. It is a force that has
its origin in God, Eternal Love
and Absolute Truth.’
Australians should remember
those words every day.

The text of Caritas in Veritate can be found at:
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_benxvi_enc_20090629_caritas-in-veritate_en.html
The ACSJC Discussion Guide can be found at:
http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/CONTENT/publications/positionPapers/po
sitionPapers_13_07_09.html.
The Vatican summary of the Encyclical can be found at:
http://www.zenit.org/article-26387?l=english
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Broome visit
Nicolo Pioli and Raymond Wandi caught up recently when Nicolo
paid a visit to his old hometown of Broome from Sydney, where his
family is now living. The statue of Our Lady at One Mile Community
was erected by Raymond and Nicolo’s father, Claudio, and is dedicated
to the people in the Community that they be under the protection of the
Lord and His Blessed Mother, Mary.

Photo: CAS

Centacare News

Changes
mark next
stage for
Centre
One-time head of
Centacare, Gail Harrison, has
moved on at the completion of
her contract in July.
We thank her for her loyal
and dedicated service. Gail
steered the organization
through a difficult period and
has managed to ensure that
Photo: S Di Maria
there was appropriate care for
staff as well as for clients during this time.
She led a hard-working team of staff who have now also moved
on after the cessation of government contracts to Centacare.
We are grateful for her leadership and for her leaving the Centre
in a good position for the next stage of its work, serving the
community, the poor and the marginalized.

Lest we forget
On Thursday 23 July 2009 a group of men from Honouring
Indigenous War Graves Incorporated conducted a short service for
family and friends of Gregory Paul Martin, who served in the Armed
Forces, at his graveside in Broome Cemetery. John Schnaars, an
Indigenous Vietnam Veteran from Perth, who established Honouring
Indigenous War Graves Inc in 2005, led the small team which had
placed a headstone on the grave in readiness for the service. At Beagle
Bay a similar service was held for the late Matthew Gregory, an ex
digger from World War II.

Maryanne (standing), sister of Gregory Martin, and his niece, Shirley, place a poppy of
remembrance on his grave. Photo: S Di Maria

Yesteryear Images from our past

The first Pallottine Missionaries in Beagle Bay – Fr Patrick White,
Fr George Walter, Br Matthias Kasparek and Br Augustine Sixt. Circa 1904
Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives

Viewpoint
By Bishop Christopher Saunders DD

Love and the
Human Condition
How very sad it is when someone says to you that they feel
unloved, but it is even sadder when they are convinced that in the
entire world there is not one person who loves them. It is of course
sometimes the lament of someone down and out, affected by
alcohol or drugs, destitute and lonely. A priest is often called to
listen to such thoughts from people who might also need food or
lodging or assistance to travel. Many a priest has spent significant
time trying to help people in desperate circumstances, while
realizing that food and lodging for the poor person on your
doorstep is a lot easier to provide than to heal a desperate loss of
friendship or the lack of feeling loved.
It is an important part of life’s tasks to deal with the feelings of
others. In that context, from my observation, three year olds appear
to be particularly challenging for young parents and not so young
grandparents. Teenagers too, on many an occasion, seem to push
their feelings into the arena of conflict with parents who in
response grizzle about there being too many hormones in takeaway chicken! Good marriages are certainly built on the ability to
live comfortably with the feelings of the spouse and to anticipate
the other’s emotional needs and expressions.
Each individual is challenged in life to appreciate and manage
their own feelings. Of course this is impossible for the three year
old, while the teenager still has built-in natural limitations that
expand with the passage of time, with the love and help of those
around them. That is the process we call growing up. Receiving
the help and love of others is indispensable for us all if we are to
reach our full potential as human beings, as God so wishes.
Acknowledgement of the need for love of self and others, and
the engendering of appropriate feelings in our lives, is something
with which we readily agree. It is supposed to be something adults
have a handle on. Yet, time and time again, there is ample evidence
that we are not in touch with our true selves and that we have an
inadequate understanding of our emotional needs and those of
others. So often we do not deal with our feelings appropriately. We
deny love, not only to ourselves but to those around us and this is
what contributes to our dysfunction – individually, in the family
and in our community. It is this state of affairs which gives rise to
our appalling suicide rate, the breakdown of marriage and
relationships, the high incidence of depression, the growing cases
of mental illness and the dependence we have on behaviourchanging drugs – legal and illegal.
Living the human condition is always going to be a challenge.
For me, one of the great revelations in life is the awareness that it
is best dealt with on a higher plane of consciousness, learning to
live in love with God and to live on love with ourselves. Through
our faith we are reminded that the death and resurrection of Christ
was a supreme act of love, an act of redemption, of re-formation,
poured out for us individually and for the human race collectively.
Savouring the words and the grace that comes from a relationship
with Jesus the Christ, ‘loving one another as he has loved us’, is a
good beginning to knowing and appreciating the joy that God has
in mind for us.
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2009 Kullarri NAIDOC Awards
Broome
National Aboriginal and Islander Day
Observance Committee (NAIDOC)
By Erica Bernard

The Broome Kullarri NAIDOC Committee was formed in 2004 and has organised celebrations
throughout the Broome community acknowledging community members in different roles. The
Kullarri Awards are announced at the annual NAIDOC Ball. Other celebrations include Open Days at
Aboriginal organisations, activities for the young and old and showcasing the musical talent of
locals. The 2009 NAIDOC Celebrations continued with this tradition in highlighting the theme
‘Honouring Our Elders, Nurturing Our Youth.’ Goolarri Media Enterprises does a fantastic job each
year in seeing the celebrations come to fruition.
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Heather and John with their Award.

Kullarri NAIDOC

Community Carer
of the Year

Naomi Pigram. Photo: Courtesy Goolarri Media Enterprises
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Heather and John Ockerby received the Kullarri NAIDOC
Community Carer Award for having demonstrated the caring and
passionate nature they have for taking other children into their own
family. The couple has four children of their own and five
grandchildren. Over the past fifteen years they have cared for over
twenty children at risk. They currently have four long-term care
children, two of these with disabilities. Heather and John are
determined and compassionate parents to all their children and they are
exceptional role models for all families. Their contributions to the
community are to be applauded.

2009 Kullarri NAIDOC Awards Broome

Kullarri NAIDOC

International Sporting
Achievement
The award winning boy from the bush
By Stefania Di Maria

Samsuri Pigram, known as ‘Sooty’, received the 2009 Kullarri NAIDOC
International Sporting Achievement Award. Sooty is without doubt a Broome boy, as he
says, “Born, bred and breeding.”
Motorcycle speedway is his specialty. Sooty started riding at ten years of age when
his mum and dad, who were involved in the development of the Broome Speedway,
bought him his first motorbike. Since then he has not stopped racing, and his passion
has brought him far.
Sooty’s first stop was Perth, where he moved to train and to get up to date with
er
technology. Soon he was ranked fourth fastest in the State. But Sooty could not resist
Photo: A Garn
the call of Broome. He returned to secure sponsorship and funding from communities throughout the Kimberley. Sooty
then travelled to England, where he raced two or three times a week for two months, achieving great results. Living and working in the UK was a
huge experience for him. Everybody was friendly, and Sooty soon earned another nickname with his English mates: “The Boy from the Bush”.
When asked if there were any other Aboriginals racing bikes, Sooty would say, “I’m like a dinosaur, only one of a kind.” In the last year Sooty
has been racing every fortnight in Perth in an effort to again break into the State’s top four. From there he plans to get an English work visa - in
England, motorcycle speedway is a paid job. March marks the start of the UK season. On this occasion, Sooty will travel with his wife Katie and
their three children (with a fourth on the way)! Sooty knows he can rely on the
support of this very special team.
He says that his dream is to try his hardest to be the best that he can be, and to
have fun. One day Sooty hopes to share his experiences with the young people of
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Vatican Dossier

Pope to Youth: Church
Won't Abandon You
Encourages Faithful Friendship With Christ

Immersed in the Kimberley
Trinity College Perth once again sent a group of young men on an
immersion experience to the Kimberley. They visited the Peninsula
staying at Christ the King Mission, Lombadina-Djarindjin, as well as
Broome, where they assisted at NAIDOC celebrations and enjoyed the
company of local people at local events during their informative
placement.

SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO, Italy,
JUNE 21, 2009 (Zenit.org)

Benedict XVI is assuring youth,
especially the unemployed, that the
Church will not abandon them. He is
asking them in turn to not abandon the
Church.
The Pope said this in a meeting with
priests, religious and youth at the Church
of San Pio de Pietrelcina in San Giovanni
Rotondo, where he was visiting.
The Pontiff spent the day in the city
where St Pio of Pietrelcina, popularly known as Padre Pio, is buried.
The Holy Father acknowledged the large numbers and enthusiasm
of the young people. He affirmed, “I have present in mind the
problems facing you, dear young men and women, and which threaten
to stifle the enthusiasms typical of your youth.”
Benedict XVI stated, “Among these, in particular, I mention the
phenomenon of unemployment,” which affects so many young men
and women. He urged them, “Do not lose heart!”
The Pope added: “The Church does not abandon you. Do not
abandon the Church!” He continued: “Your input is necessary in order
to build living Christian communities, and societies that are more just
and open to hope.
“And if you want to have great hearts, seek the school of Jesus.
Just the other day we contemplated his heart, great and full of love for
humanity.
“He will never abandon or betray your trust, he will never lead
down mistaken paths.”
The Pontiff encouraged youth to follow Padre Pio’s exampled, to
“be faithful friends of the Lord Jesus, cultivating a daily relationship
through prayer and through listening to his word, the diligent practice
of the sacraments and the cordial membership in his family, which is
the Church.”

Photo: J Grimson

Garnduwa

School Holiday Program

Saint News

Sts Cosmas
and Damian
Patron of Pharmacists
Feastday: September 26

Sts Cosmas and Damian were
brothers, born in Arabia, who had become eminent in the science of
medicine. Being Christians, they were filled with the spirit of
charity and never took money for their services. At Egaea in
Cilicia, where they lived, they were held in high regard by the
people. When the persecution under Diocletian broke out, their
very prominence made them marked objects of persecution. Being
apprehended by order of Lysias, governor of Cilicia, they
underwent various tortures about the year 283. Their feast day is
September 26th. They are patron saints of pharmacists.
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Nicolas Turner, all kitted up for a game of Tee Ball, flexes his muscles in
readiness for the game. Photo: L Thorpe

During the July school holidays Garnduwa and OVAHS (Ord
Valley Aboriginal Health Services) visited Warmun to run a School
Holiday Program. Leah Thorpe (Garnduwa) and Rebecca Fisher
(OVAHS) organised a week of fun for the kids and the wider
community. Students enjoyed a range of activities including
cooking pizzas, making jewelry and photo frames as well as a hair
and make-up session. They played many sports including Tee Ball,
Basketball and Football and there were goal kicking and handball
competitions too. During the evenings the kids and the wider
community enjoyed a movie night and disco. There was great
enthusiasm throughout the community for the activities.

4W Driving to Live

Caritas Kimberley

Practices and products to help us to be safer
and smarter four wheel drivers

ACCIDENTS DO HAPPEN. That’s a sorry fact, but the only
responsible thing to do is to try and minimize our errors and lessen
the number of accidents we have on our Kimberley roads.
What is the right speed to travel? Driving to the conditions is the
foundation of good safe driving. In the Kimberley, generally
speaking, the bitumen roads are in good order while the gravel roads
are poorly maintained and have hidden obstacles and dangers like
treacherous creek crossings and pot holes.
As a rule no 4WD should be driven over 100KPH on the bitumen
and never over 80KPH on the dirt. The tendency of large 4WDs to
be top heavy, and in some instances to have a narrow chassis, makes

Stefania Di Maria, Diocesan Director

People the solution to poverty:
Pope calls for human-centered development

Women carry water in Darfur, Sudan. Photo: P Jeffrey/ACT Caritas

them unstable. The safest rule of all to adopt as we get behind the
wheel is to ‘drive according to the conditions at hand’.
People and property, in that order, are valuable. A bit of respect
for both should be clearly visible in the way we drive.

The Sacred Heart
Church Beagle Bay
Conservation and Restoration Appeal
Please make donations
payable to:
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (WA)
and post to:

The Sacred Heart Church Beagle Bay
Conservation and Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

MY DONATION: ❑ $25

❑ $50 ❑ $100 ❑ Other

My/Our cheque/money order/cash is enclosed
OR ❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

...
Expiry Date

Signature

Name: ____________________________________________________________
Postal Address: ________________________________________________
Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. Receipts will be issued.

Caritas Australia welcomes the release of Pope Benedict XVI’s
latest encyclical, Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth). Denouncing the
scandal of global injustice, Pope Benedict XVI calls for markets and
global institutions to be reconfigured around the human person. Offering
a template for this, the Holy Father says the principles of subsidiarity
(which promotes grass roots involvement in decision making and action)
and solidarity must be enacted to achieve the common good.
“Only in truth does charity shine forth, only in truth can charity be
authentically lived. Truth is the light that gives meaning and value to
charity. Without truth, charity degenerates into sentimentality.” writes
Pope Benedict.
Caritas CEO, Jack de Groot said the encyclical was a powerful
reminder that markets and institutions, both increasingly powerful and
complex in our globalised world, must remain at the service of all
humanity and not vice versa.
“The encyclical continues the long tradition of Catholic social
thought that is unashamedly ‘pro-humanity’. Pope Benedict maintains
that our financial systems, global institutions and multilateral bodies,
even our collaboration for development that has proved so fruitful in
recent years, all are meant to promote the good of all.
“Solutions to poverty, as Pope Benedict notes, must begin with the
poor. While it is important for international collaboration and
technological solutions to be brought to bear, development is effective
when the poor, those who live with the daily realities of poverty, are
able to help tailor the appropriate response.
“In the wake of the global economic crisis, the Pope challenges us
as people to not only rethink the role of markets in society, but also their
power as consumers. Each and every individual needs to act in a spirit
of solidarity to avoid exploiting people in our increasingly
interdependent world.
“The encyclical strongly affirms Caritas Australia’s approach to
tackling poverty. By working with all people, regardless of their race,
religion or creed, to assist them to live their lives free of exploitation and
injustice, is the only way to really tackle the structures which keep
people trapped in poverty. Charity and Love remain at the heart of the
Church’s social doctrine and constitute an intrinsic part of the life of
the Church,” said Mr de Groot.
Contact Stefania Di Maria, Diocesan Director Caritas Kimberley
13 Barker Street (PO Box 76) Broome, WA 6725
Ph: 08 9192 1060 Email: info@broomediocese.org

www.caritas.org.au
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Billard Summit
Beagle Bay
Life giving… Choosing life…
A culture of life…

ABOVE:
State Coroner, Alistair Hope gave a factual and stirring
address at the Summit. Photo: CAS
RIGHT: It wasn’t all hard work at the Summit when the
Billard crooner, Stephen Victor, entertained the crowd with
the help of David Pigram of Broome fame. Photo: CAS

Billard community, outside of Beagle Bay, was host to a remarkable gathering of
people, there to discuss the urgent matter of suicide prevention, especially among
youth. Almost one hundred and fifty members of government departments, nongovernment organizations and community groups came from all over Australia with
the vast majority coming from the Kimberley. Special guests included Sr Sheila
Murphy SSJG, Sr Pat Rhatigan SSJG and Bishop Christopher Saunders.
Keynote speakers included, the Hon Jenny Macklin, Federal Minister for
Indigenous Affairs, WA Chief Justice Wayne Martin, Lifeline Chief Executive
Dawn O’Neill from Canberra, and the West
Australian Coroner
Alistair Hope. Mary
O’Reeri from Billard
and her father, Stephen
Victor, also addressed
the gathering as did
Event Director, Kari
Kristiansen, and Bishop
of the Kimberley, Bishop
Christopher Saunders.

BELOW RIGHT: Justice Martin with Kari Kristiansen at the
Summit. Photo: R Smith
BELOW: Tauri D’Eatough, event helper and organizer,
draws a note on a Billard Summit message board.

The dreadful statistics of national
suicide became clearer in the words of
Dawn O’Neill while Justice Wayne Martin
lamented the inadequacies of the justice
system that added an unspecified amount
to the burden of many Indigenous youth.
He commented that there is no doubt that
mandatory sentencing results in more
Aboriginal people ending up in prison.
The below average educational standards
present among Aboriginal youth, the substandard housing available to most
Indigenous people, the pressing
unemployment rate of young Indigenous
people and their poor standards of health
all contribute to a sense of hopelessness
and low self-esteem, according to both
Coroner Hope and Justice Martin.
Stephen Victor Snr, Mary Victor
O’Reeri and members of the Billard
Aboriginal Community now invite Australians to join them in the call for action arising
from the powerful work of the Summit. This call for action is both specific to the
Kimberley and of critical relevance to the rest of Australia.
Key to their findings is the need to create suicide-proof communities and encourage
self-care through staged support. They expressed zero tolerance of those things that are
killing people either by slow suicide or on the spot. To this end the necessary self-
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Billard Summit Beagle Bay

imposed conditions in communities and families are:
no grog, no illegal drugs, no child neglect and
abuse, no pornography, adherence to a Community
Code of Conduct and use of a formal dispute
resolution process.
An object of our efforts to prevent suicide is to
build communities that are based on effective
internal problem-solving, a strong sense of civic
virtue and shared recreational and cultural activities
open to all.

ABOVE LEFT: Billard Community
Elder, Stephen Victor (L) at the
Opening of the Billard Learning
Centre with Federal Indigenous
Affairs Minister, Jenny Macklin.
Photo: CAS
ABOVE: Mens’ group meet to
discuss the challenges of finding
a way to give life.
LEFT: State Minister for
Indigenous Affairs, the Hon Kim
Hames also addressed those
gathered at Billard.
Photo: R Smith

ABOVE:
George Lee of Balgo with Joseph Yugumbari paint some messages of hope outlining the story
of the Billard event. Photo: CAS
LEFT:
Sam Mostyn, was the facilitator or rapporteur for the Billard event – and did the job superbly.
Photo: CAS

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE SEPTEMBER 2009 11

Catholic Mission
www.catholicmission.org.au

Reaching out beyond
rejection
“Reach Out. Give Life” is the
call for all Australian Catholics
during October for Catholic
Mission’s World Mission Day
2009, to support dioceses that help
people with leprosy and
HIV/AIDS.
Sister Cecily, a Cluny Sister,
works at St Joseph’s Care and
Support Centre in Tindivanam,
southern India. The centre helps
those living with leprosy and the
new ‘leprosy’ HIV/AIDS. Many
leprosy patients also test positive
for HIV. Once patients are known
to be HIV+ they are ostracised
Photo: Courtesy Catholic Mission
from their village or home, along
with their children.
In response, the Sisters set up the Care and Support Centre to
provide medical care, accommodation, pastoral outreach, and a
place of acceptance.
“The Centre is a strong example of the difference faithful
service makes to communities, and people’s lives, over decades,”
said Martin Teulan, National Director of Catholic Mission. “Urgent
prayer and funds are needed for medical supplies, essential utilities
and salaries for the workers so they can keep reaching out to those
people rejected by others.”
Over 100 years earlier, Fr Damien faced similar challenges. In
1873, the young priest left his home town of Brussels for the
isolated island of Molokai, Hawaii, to work with leprosy patients.
He lived and worked in the colony for 16 years until he died from
leprosy.
His message was that no person should be ostracised or
excluded. That message will be remembered on 11 October this
year when Fr Damien is canonised. Mother Theresa showed great
admiration for Fr Damien and supported his canonisation. When
asked what miracle he had performed, Mother Theresa simply said,
“Damien himself is a miracle.”
World Mission Day 2009 reminds us to reach out to the
unreached, for the sake of those living with leprosy and
HIV/AIDS, for the future of their children, and for millions of
other people rejected by others in mission dioceses.
Catholic Mission supports communities in 160 countries
throughout the world. Approximately one-third of the money
raised through our work with Communities contributes to the
Home Mission Fund to help missionaries working in remote
dioceses such as in the Kimberley WA.
To support Catholic Mission’s Church Appeal, phone
1800 257 296 or visit www.catholicmission.org.au
and donate online. For more information phone
Catholic Mission’s Media Officer on (02) 9919 7800.
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Tree planting
Jodee Wise of Panania, NSW,
recently visited Broome where it
had been her mother’s wish to
holiday. Unfortunately Jodee’s
mother passed away before making
the trip and Jodee asked if she could
plant a tree in Broome in her
memory. What better place than the
Garden of Healing in the grounds of
St John of God Heritage and
Archive centre?
Jodee was accompanied by
Erica Bernard, of the Diocesan
Office, as she planted the tree in
memory of Josephine Wise.
Photo: S Di Maria

Painted Crosses blessed
Brian and Jane Gorman of Warnambool, in southern Victoria, were
in Broome recently
and secured three
small crosses. These
crosses have been
painted by local
Indigenous people and
are destined for the
Chapels in various St
John of God health
centres. Bishop
Saunders blessed the
crosses following
Mass in Our Lady
Queen of Peace
Erica Bernard with Jane and Brian following the
Cathedral on Sunday 9
blessing. Photo: S Di Maria
August.

WANTED:
Volunteer Workers
Kimberley Catholic
Volunteer Service
The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires
volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese.
Duties may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores,
building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation,
living expenses and an allowance.

Placements are preferred for a period of twelve months
plus but a reduced time would be considered. For further
details and an application form please contact:
Mrs Vicki Baudry: Phone: 08 9192 1060 or
email: admin@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725

People Stories

Lyn Henderson-Yates
By Stefania Di Maria

Lyn Henderson-Yates was born and grew up in Derby which she
describes as “a town with lots of personality” where, apart from two
years of school in Perth, she lived until her late thirties. Lyn’s family is
spread throughout the Kimberley, with a presence in most communities
and towns. “There are very few places where my family isn’t,” Lyn says
with a smile.
With her green/blue eyes and pale skin, many people would struggle
with the notion that Lyn is an Aboriginal Australian. “I always say I am
an Aboriginal person, but people who don’t understand what it means to
be Aboriginal find it difficult to fully appreciate my identity. But I have
always grown up amongst my own family, so my identity is really
strong.” Lyn’s Aboriginal heritage is from her mother’s side, while her
father was of Irish/Scottish descent.
In 1920 Lyn’s mother’s parents, who had been raised at Mapoon
Mission in Queensland as part of the ‘Stolen Generation’, were sent by
sea across the country to Kunmunya Mission in the Kimberley. Lyn’s
grandfather was trained as a lugger captain and Reverend Love in
Kunmunya needed one to do supply from Kununurra to Broome. So
they, with their two young boys, sailed across the top of Australia from
Queensland past Darwin. They lived at Kunmunya until 1940. Lyn’s
mother and the rest of the children, eight in total, were born in
Kunmunya. Her father moved to Derby from Perth when he was young.
“He moved up here and met mum: they got married and had two
children, myself and my sister.” Unfortunately, Lyn lost her dad in an
accident when she was only two.
In 1978 Lyn started work at Holy Rosary School in Derby as an
Aboriginal Teaching Assistant. Back in those days air conditioning did
not exist, nor did computers. “We studied teaching by correspondence. I
remember that there were five or six other Aboriginal women studying
together in the lounge of the house of one of the male teachers at Holy
Rosary. He would go to school and we would move into his lounge,
bringing our babies if we needed to. It took four or five years to study
by correspondence; writing by hand, without a telephone… We have all
been teaching ever since.”
After teaching at Holy Rosary School for a number of years, in the
early 90’s she moved down to Perth and studied for a Bachelor of
Education at Murdoch University, while working part time at the
Catholic Education Office. She then enrolled in a Masters course and at
the same time worked at Clontarf Aboriginal College as Deputy
Principal. Lyn was then persuaded to take up a position as a lecturer at
the Centre of Aboriginal Studies at Curtin University.
But Lyn was eager to study more. Never one to be unoccupied, she
started a PhD. After her children had grown up, Lyn thought it was time
to come back up this way and accepted a position as Assistant Dean of
the School of Art and Science at the Broome Campus of Notre Dame
University. In March 2009 she was appointed Deputy Vice Chancellor.
Since commencing as Deputy Vice Chancellor Lyn’s opportunity to
lecture has been limited. “I’m missing teaching. When you are in a
teaching role, you are part of somebody’s life journey. There is a
dialogue and an exchange of ideas. Being part of that learning process
is fantastic, and I feel that we have so much to share, to learn from each
other.” Lyn says that she really enjoys talking with people from younger
generations. “I think there has been a lot of progress. In spite of things
we hear, we are developing a better understanding of each other and
appreciation of difference. Difference does not have to be scary.”

Photo: S Di Maria

Through her life, Lyn has always been supported by people who
have been strong in their faith. The Sisters of St John of God gave her
the opportunity to start her teacher training. The De La Salle Brothers,
the Christian Brothers and the Good Samaritan Sisters also helped her.
“It is not only reflecting about faith and how you enact your faith, but it
is also how we look after each other: it has to be a living and breathing
thing.”
Lyn recognizes that western society is changing rapidly, and young
people risk getting caught up in the material pressures that prevail. “It is
important for them, regardless of their circumstances, to be able to rise
up and recognize the opportunities that exist. It is important to work
towards a goal and not to be distracted. You also need to be connected to
the community that nourishes you and supports who you are.”
Lyn Henderson-Yates has certainly returned the support which she
has received from her community. As she says, “It’s an obligation; a
positive, generational circle.”

KIMBERLEY CHURCH LOGO CAPS
Please send me ____ caps @ $12.00
(includes postage and GST)
(Please indicate number and type
of cap required).

❏ Black cap with red trim
❏ Plain black (no trim) ❏ Plain dark blue (no trim)
Cheque for $__________ enclosed.
Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Telephone : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Please forward this form to: The Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725 Ph: (08) 9192 1060 Fax: (08) 9192 2136

The caps are also available from the Diocesan Office
at 13 Barker Street, Broome.
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Notre Dame Kimberley
By Erica Spry, Researcher, Nulungu Centre for
Indigenous Studies

Caring for God’s Creations
Harmony in the Kimberley region is reflected in both people and
country. As a local Kimberley lady, I have grown up with many
stories, experiences and history of my people and country. The most
striking and important issue, from my perspective, is that Aboriginal
people have struggled to get ‘a fair go’, to be understood, to be able
to express their identity as a people of God’s creation.
I began my first employment position in Derby at the Kimberley
Land Council, where I began to understand the plight of Aboriginal
people in the working world. I first learnt of national reconciliation,
when my then Executive Director took up the position as Chair of
the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation. Over time, I gained
experience in the fields of legal work, land management, health,
business enterprises and youth affairs, witnessing growing
reconciliation practices. Now, as a mother, I find myself at school
assemblies where students practise reconciliation each day.
Witnessing the diversity of each student’s cultural background makes
me proud to see harmony and acceptance of each other being
demonstrated through, for example, the singing of ‘Advance
Australia Fair’. The Kimberley has much reconciliation in action,
where Aboriginal people, other Australians and people from around
the world come to live, work and socialise.
Our Notre Dame campus is reconciliation in action where staff
and students share stories and learn new skills to contribute to our
community. Being unaware of the plight of Aboriginal people is no
longer an excuse; all are welcome to come and learn and gain
understanding and knowledge through the Aboriginal Studies courses
we have on offer.
Over time, I have become even more immersed in working in
ways that contribute to a better understanding of people and country.
This work has led me to a variety of different experiences. For
example, in 2007, I was the first Kimberley Aboriginal person to be
trained as a ‘Climate Change Project’ presenter, based on the work
of Mr. Al Gore, international advocate for climate change. This
programme is managed by the Australian Conservation Foundation
and supported by the Kimberley Land Council. My motivation for
the work that I do comes from my senior Traditional Owners and the
respect, joy and love that I have for my traditional country.
In 2008, I was a key note speaker for Catholic Earth Care at the
World Youth Day in Sydney; a universal experience of reconciliation
and harmony in action. As a young Traditional Owner, I expressed
the importance of respecting ourselves and country; both of which
are prime examples of God’s creations.
I am now a staff member in the Notre Dame Nulungu Centre for
Indigenous Studies research team, where we are working towards
developing a ‘Kimberley Aboriginal Caring for Country Plan’. This
plan will assist Aboriginal organisations, community groups and
government departments to work together in the areas of cultural and
natural resource management.
These personal and work experiences highlight for me the need
to remember and practise reconciliation with each other and all of
God’s Creation.
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New students
At the recent Orientation Day at the University of Notre Dame
Broome Campus, Erica Bernard distributed a small gift to the latest
intake of students. Erica welcomed all the students to Yawuru Country
on behalf of her mim, Cissy Djiagween, and to the Diocese of Broome
on behalf of Bishop Saunders.

New students, from left, Nicole Donovan, Michelle Smith and Brianna Jarvis accept
the small gift, a colourful cross, from Erica. Photo: S Di Maria

Mirrilingki News

Longtime volunteer
moves on
By Tomasz Stephan, Manager

After a constant presence of more than one and a half years and
about ten years of looking after the Centre during the wet season,

Dave tackles those never-ending leaves. Photo: T Stephan

David Fergusson – aka ‘Old Dave’, finishes his service for the
Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre in Warmun. Dave has tirelessly
looked after the gardens and lawns in Mirrilingki. He did his share
of reading the weather and cooking as well as keeping the meeting
hall and guests shower and toilet facilities clean. His unbreakable
spirit and countless stories cheered everyone up. Dave also made
several donations to the Centre. He helped many people in and
around Warmun community. In mid September Dave moves on to
volunteer at Ngalangangpum School for a couple of months, before
he leaves the Kimberley. We thank him for his work and generosity
and wish him God’s blessings for his future endeavours.

Kimberley Volunteers

School News
Beagle Bay

A fruitful Term Three
By Tristan Sarah

It’s been a great start to the Term as the kids eagerly checked out
the garden to find the zucchinis are growing, and the 3 year old Kindy
group wanted in on the action so they built a scarecrow for the garden.
Dubbed “Chris’ for the time being, the 3 year olds will run a “Name
the Scarecrow” competition throughout the school. With the garden
beds flourishing and the fence up, the garden looks great.

Photo: V Baudry

Paul and Juli Dwyer have joined the Kimberley Catholic
Volunteers at Kalumburu Mission in the remote north of the
Kimberley. Paul arrived earlier in the year and Juli joined him a
couple of months later. Paul and Juli are retired dairy farmers from
Jancourt, a town situated between Colac and Warnambool, in
southern Victoria. They each bring very practical skills to the
operations at the Mission and are very much appreciated by all.
They enjoy travelling with their caravan, but for the moment they
are happily settled at Kalumburu and enjoying their time there.
Jermaine and Saverio with a giant zucchini from the garden. Photo: T Sarah

Kimberley Kitchen

Kununurra

David Fergusson has been a
long time volunteer at the
Mirrilingki Centre in Warmun and
ends his time there this September.
We thank him for his services and
all the hard work, and trust he will
enjoy his time with
Ngalangangpum School.

Seasons for Growth Grief and Loss program
During the Term Two school holidays Sr Dora Maguire rsj trained
nine enthusiastic participants in the Seasons for Growth program held
at St Joseph’s School Kununurra. The Program helps young people
and adults to understand and express their experience of change in
their lives.
Participants agreed it was a suitable program for the people with
whom they work.

Dave’s
Apple Pie
Pastry:

21/2 cups of self raising flour
200g caster sugar
Pinch of salt
200g butter
Milk to mix
Sugar (extra)

Photo: T Stephan

Filling:

Large can of diced apples
A good pinch of nutmeg

Rub butter into flour, sugar and salt, then add enough milk to
form a firm dough. Divide the pastry into two, roll out and place half
over the base and sides of a pie dish. Put apples into the pastry shell
and sprinkle with nutmeg. Use remaining pastry to cover the apples.
Press with a knife around the edges to seal and trim. Brush top with
milk, pierce with a fork to allow steam to escape and sprinkle with
sugar. Bake in a medium to high oven until pastry is cooked.

From left, Br Rick Gaffney fsc, Frank Birell and Robert Ninkama, presenting their
learnings to the group. Photo: A Cabassi rsj
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School News
Wirrimanu Adult Education Centre

Broome

De La Salle Brother
takes charge

Ready to dance

By Br Geoff Kennewell fsc

Senior school students of St Mary’s College Broome participated in
dance lessons with dance instructor Brendan Humphries in preparation
for their College Ball, which was a very glamorous occasion held on the
Senior Campus, on Saturday 25 July.

Br Lou Page fsc recently arrived in Balgo to take charge of coordinating the activities of the Wirrimanu Adult Education Centre and
Boystown Trade Training Centre. After considerable planning and
preparation over the past couple of years, Balgo is soon to get new or
refurbished facilities for these activities.
The focus at Adult Ed will be on adults, offering such courses as
sewing, literacy, numeracy and various crafts.
The Trade Training Centre, which will be completed December
2009, will offer courses in construction training, personal
development, family parenting, literacy and numeracy, house
maintenance and hospitality.
Br Lou hopes to link closely with the local community people and
various agencies, to develop programs that are seen as satisfying the
needs of the local people. By all accounts, Balgo has some exciting
and innovative events to look forward to in the coming years.

Photo: J Cambridge

Traditional celebration for
NAIDOC

Br Lou is standing in front of a picture by Sunfly Tjampitjin. It tells the story of
Balgo people meeting with Fr Alphonse and the first missionaries from Beagle Bay.
Photo: G Kennewell fsc
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Staff, students,
families and friends
gathered on the Primary
Campus of St Mary’s
College Broome for
their 2009 NAIDOC
Celebrations in early
Term 3. The
celebrations opened
with students Ben
Philipps (L) and Robert
Spiy-Wiggan playing
the Didjeridoo followed
by a ‘Welcome to
Country and Smoking
Ceremony’ by Mrs
Cissy Djiagween and
Ms Erica Bernard.
Everyone then came
Photo: S Di Maria
together in prayer to
celebrate the NAIDOC Liturgy led by Fr Matt Digges, Chaplain to the
College.

School News
Red Hill

Ringer Soak

Faith, Story and Witness

Passing on Culture

By Dean Savoia, Principal

The first day back after the mid-year holiday was a Professional
Development day for staff at Warlawurru School Red Hill, Halls Creek.
Principal Dean Savoia organised activities through which staff were
able to learn more about the Bishops’ Mandate for Catholic Schools in
Western Australia, and how its intentions are being met at our school.
The history of the school was explored through the viewing of some
video archives with commentary from Jaru elders Barbara Sturt, Frank
Sampi, Maggie Long and Rosemary Rosewood. The staff was taken on
a drive from the Red Hill, overlooking the school, out to China Wall,
two locations important to the dreaming story of the eagle from which
Warlawurru School gets its name. The elders reminded staff that our
school name emphasises the connection between the dreaming story and
the action of God in our lives.

In culture lessons at Birilirr Ngawiyiwu School at Ringer Soak,
East Kimberley, students learn about Djaru and their Culture.
Pauline, Mary and Nida are shown here sharing the dreaming story of
the “Two Sisters” with students. They are pictured here showing the
children how to use traditional grinding stones.

Photo: C Lord

Mulan

Local meeting place

From left, Rosemary Rosewood, Barbara Sturt, Rosanne Marwick and Maggie Long
visit China Wall. Photo: D Savoia

F

aithfulness of Christ, faithfulness of priests
is the theme of the Year for Priests announced
on March 16, 2009, by the Holy Father. The
Pope inaugurated the Year on June 19, the feast of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, presiding at Vespers in St
Peter's Basilica where the relics of the saintly 'Cure of
Ars' were brought for the occasion by Bishop Guy
Bagnard of Belley-Ars, France. He will close the year
on June 19, 2010, at a "World Meeting of Priests" in
St Peter's Square.

Photo: A Cabassi rsj

A visit to the local store in Mulan was an opportunity for Shirley
Brown (L) to meet and chat with Colette Wayne, the recently arrived
Acting Principal of John Pujajangka-Piyirn School Mulan.
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Parish News
Kalumburu

Year of the Priest: Celebrating 45 years
By Gertrude Waina assisted by Gemma Unghango.

My name is Gertrude Waina. I first met Fr Anscar in the early
seventies when he had a long beard. He was in the museum at New
Norcia. He showed me the photo of my grandmother Rafina Waina and
she had a uanda (native carry-all) with a baby inside. I’m not sure if it
was my father or uncle.
Since he has come to Kalumburu, he has been a good priest to us.
He listens to our problems and helps us when our hearts are really
heavy. He tells us to throw all our problems on to Jesus and pray to
Him….to pray for His help.
He listened to the old peoples’ stories told by Mary Pandilo, Hector
Tangal, Dolores Cheinmora and others. They told him about many of

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
Lord Jesus you have chosen your priests from among
us and sent them out to proclaim your word and to act in
your name.
For so great a gift to your church, we give you praise
and thanksgiving. We ask you to fill them with the fire of
your love, that their ministry may reveal your presence
in the Church.
Since they are earthen vessels, we pray that your
power shine out through their weakness. In their
afflictions let them never be crushed; in their doubts
never despair; in temptation never be destroyed; in
persecution never abandoned. Inspire them through
prayer to live each day the mystery of your dying and
rising.
In times of weakness send them your Spirit, and help
them to praise your heavenly Father and pray for poor
sinners. By the same Holy Spirit put your word on their
lips and your love in their hearts to the broken-hearted.
And may the gift of Mary, your mother, to the disciple
whom you loved, be your gift to every priest.
Grant that she who formed you in her human image,
may form them in your divine image, by the power of
your Spirit, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Fr Anscar with Gertrude Waina. Photo: M Scanlon sgs

the stories in our heritage and when we forget we ask him because he
keeps those things in his book so he always has the stories on hand.
He liked to go out to the bush with the old people who took him to
rock paintings. Now he takes other people and tells the stories of the
people of Kalumburu. He has put together a very good museum with
lots of artifacts at the Mission to tell visitors and the young people of
Kalumburu about the local culture and history.
Recently, on 16 July, Gemma Unghango went around the camp and
invited the people to come to Mass that evening, to pray and sing and
gives thanks to God for Fr Anscar, whom they love, because that day
was his 45th Anniversary of Ordination as a priest.

Balgo

Celebrating God’s Mercy
By Br Geoff Kennewell fsc

NATSICC ASSEMBLY

Once every three years the
National Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Catholic
Council (NATSICC) holds an
assembly for Catholic
Aboriginal people somewhere
in Australia. This year it is
BRISBANE. Dates – 20th to
25th September 2009.
For details call Craig Arthur at the NATSICC Secretariat
on 08 8223 5244 or register at
www.astmanagement.com.au/natsicc9/Register.asp

From left, Michaela Galova, Jerome Williams, Kiki Woggagia and Lawrence
Mandijarra were amongst those who celebrated their First Reconciliation.
Photo: G Kennewell fsc

Children of Balgo Parish recently celebrated their First
Reconciliation in St Theresa’s Church with Father Eugene. This very
special occasion was marked by the creation of a large picture of the
Good Shepherd with the names of each student on the side of the
picture. The whole exercise symbolised the fact that Jesus loves us as
we are.
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Clockwise starting from top left:
■ Nelson O’Reeri, Bishop Christopher Saunders and Mary
O’Reeri shared a great experience at the Blank Page Summit
at Billard.
■ Ulanda White and Sean Gregory were married at a
memorable Nuptial Mass in Our Lady Queen of Peace
Cathedral Broome. The well organized day concluded with a
reception at St Mary’s College undercover area brilliantly
decorated for the occasion. The celebrant for the Mass and
nuptials was Father Matt Digges, with Bishop Saunders in
attendance. 180709 Photo: CAS
■ There was lots of action when Eddie McGuire visited Sacred
Heart School Beagle Bay recently. Nobody wanted to be a
millionaire right then but they were very happy to see him and
felt enriched by the experience. Photo: Stephan
■ “The Walkabout Boys”, a well-known music group from Yirli
Community in Halls Creek Shire, stayed at Notre Dame
University Campus in Broome recently on their way to a battle
of the bands in Perth. Photo: CAS

DESIGN BY RED LOGIC DESIGN, BROOME W.A. 6725

■ ATA’s (Aboriginal Teaching Assistants) at Luurnpa Catholic School in
Balgo joined forces with the local community, to celebrate NAIDOC week.
The celebrations included an Aboriginal flag parade and elders sat with
the children for painting, singing and story telling. The highlight of the day
was children and elders dancing for the community.
Photo: G Kennewell fsc
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