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Editorial

Pristine destinations or bust…
Last year the northern port
town of Broome replaced Byron
Bay as Australia’s most preferred
destination. Even before then the
Kimberley witnessed a
proliferation of companies
involved in the world of outback
tourism. A number of luxurious
boats now ply the coast, past the
eight hundred and fifty islands of
the Bucaneer Archipelago, to the
pristine waters of the Prince
Regent River and the spectacular
Mitchell Falls, and on again past
the wonderful King George River
Falls to historic Wyndham town.
Tourism is booming. And
most of it is founded on the
premise that the Kimberley is the
last untouched landscape and seascape in Australia. The word
‘pristine’ fits the Kimberley more
than any other area in Australia.
The words ‘wonder’ and
‘wonderful’ are most
appropriately applied to the
Kimberley and all it has to offer.
Unfortunately, it appears that
the Kimberley has been
discovered by industrial giants in
the energy field and mineral
developers that have the capacity
to change a great deal of the
beauty of the landscape and the
wonder of the region.
In an energy-hungry world
the Browse, Bonaparte and
Gorgon oil/gas fields are a boon
beyond all imagining. The
wealth of reserves on those

locations is staggering and, in
dollar terms, is simply fantastic!
The real problem arises about the
matter of processing the gas, a
step in the production that is best
carried out on land.
Gorgon Gas will be piped to
the Pilbara, an area of northern
Australia already mired by the
murk of industry, a ‘brown-field’
as the conservationists say.
Browse Gas on the other
hand is destined to be sent by
pipeline to an area 60 kms north
of Broome called James Price
Point, a remarkable place of
beautiful red cliffs and perfect
reefs, or a ‘green-field’ as they
say in the conservation game.
Since its insistence that the
gas comes ashore at James Price
Point, the State Government has
shifted in its description of the
location from that of a gas
‘processing hub’ to the more
ominous title of a gas ‘processing
precinct’. The difference is that
the latter indicates that something
else is afoot. A port to ship out
the frozen gas will be built
complete with considerable reef
destruction and deep-water
dredging. A hub there needs that
sort of development at least to
accompany its extensive onshore
plant. A precinct suggests that
more is going to happen there
other than mere gas processing.
While there is official silence
about the embellished

nomenclature there is also public
speculation about the word
‘precinct’. Will this be the place
of the Kimberly bauxite
processing plant sending alumina
ingots to Asia? Is Broome about
to play host to an aluminium
smelter, a value-added industry to
take advantage of the cheap
power? Perhaps the miners of
Kimberley yellow cake uranium
said to be considering
development will find in James
Price Point a safe port to ship to
nuclear-powered customers? Oil,
now in a capped well not far
from Broome may be stored at
the precinct prior to the shipment
and iron ore near Bidyadanga
might be destined for the precinct
along with the mineral-sands
already identified on the
Peninsula not far from the new
Port James Price.
Speculation is rife and will
continue to be until governments
and other stakeholders come
clean with what they have in
mind for the so-called ‘gas
precinct’. As ugly as it may be it
is better that we know our fetid
future than be victims to
pernicious history. At least with
a bit of warning, we can all take
some photos to show our
grandchildren before the pristine
wonder of the land we love
disappears altogether, once and
for all.

A lot of prior preparation went into
the Assumption Day festivities at
Kalumburu. Guitarist Danny Ambi
made his usual helpful contribution
to the success of the Feast Day,
15 August. Photo: CAS
Sing to Yahweh, sing to the
music of harps,
and to the sound of many instruments;
to the sound of trumpet and horn
acclaim Yahweh the King!
Psalm 98:5-6
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Interesting quotations from ‘Full Fathom Five’
a book by Mary Albertus Bain,
published by Artlook Books, 1982 (page 3)
‘You know Sam Male? I dive for old Sam – nineteen miles out. On Mermaid Reef. I lucky. Many my friends
from Taiji fall into deep troughs. Seaweed and thick grass sometime hid them. No see. Fall in. Gone!’
‘Best divers come always from Taiji. Only Taiji. All now dead – except me.’
‘We divers go from Miosaki to Arafura. Best divers all come from Miosaki. Taiji? No!! Pouf!!!’
‘Sheba Lane? In Taiji dialect “sheba” – green grass; fluffy grass. Y’known! Like your lawn… but that not
Broome. No green grass in Sheba Lane! Broome? - too hot, too sandy. Flies!! I go back some day. I buy
corned beef, cabbage and carrot.’
‘I went with my father 1953. Crew hand two years, second tender one year, diver five years. Men in Broome today all from Taiji. Father McKelson he teach me
English. He fine man, that man. I write him letters but he no write letters to me. I think he dead.’
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Briefly Speaking
BR PAUL HOUGH is a Marist
Brother who visited Broome
recently as part of his work in
furthering secondary education
among Indigenous youth. Br
Paul comes from New South
Wales but is a welcome visitor
at Broome Presbytery since he
knows Fr Matt Digges, his onetime student at St Joseph’s,
Hunters Hill.

BRETT CLAUDIUS, who
played forty six WAFL games
with Perth and is now playing

TANYA HENKEL,
Midwest Regional Adviser
for the Heritage Council of
Western Australia, was on
holiday in the Kimberley
recently. She generously
spent some time looking at
the needs of Sacred Heart
Church, Beagle Bay, where
some aspects of the
historic edifice are displaying
deterioration in need of
urgent repair.
Photo: S Di Maria

FR JOHN DALY VF is a native
of Bundaberg and is presently
the Administrator of St
Joseph’s Cathedral,
Rockhampton, Qld. Fr John
was the director of this year’s
Priests’ Retreat for the
Kimberley Mission, held in
Broome and regarded as ‘most
fulfilling’ by the clergy in
attendance.

Photo: S Di Maria

Photo: S Di Maria

FR MARK AI is presently
assigned to Wyndham/
Kununurra Parish as
Administrator until March
2010. Fr Mark comes from a
part of India not well known to
Australia – the north-east, on
the border with Myanmar. We
are grateful to his bishop,
Bishop Dominic Lumon of the
Diocese of Imphal, for
allowing Fr Mark to spend
some time on supply here.
Photo: S Di Maria

for Cable Beach Football Club,
has been awarded the Father
McMahon Medal for best on the
ground at the Grand Final of
the 2009 West Kimberley
Football League. He finished
off a fine season with Cable
Beach 9.8:62 defeating the
Peninsula Bombers 5.4:34.
What a goal for Brett!
Photo: S Di Maria

CANON GEORGE BROWNE,
of Warrington UK, undertook
his third visit to the Kimberley
soon after England beat
Australia in the Ashes Test
Series. The Canon is always a
welcome guest of the Bishop
so long as the conversations
don’t include snippets of a
British victory in cricket!
During his time here the Canon
flew to Mt Elizabeth and was
impressed with the expanse of
the Diocese.

Photo: J Grimson

Key moments in the life of Jesus I THE CRUCIFIED ONE
After being sentenced to death, gravely humiliated and beaten, Jesus is brought to Calvary,
a place outside the gates of Jerusalem where he dies on a cross..

Then they brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha… And they crucified him and divided his clothes
among them… When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
At three o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice… ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’…
Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last’. Mark 15:22, 33, 37
[So You’re Working for the Catholic Church – by Fr Tony Doherty.]
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

World Youth Day and
Bishops Social Justice
Statement 2009
The Australian Bishops’ Social Justice Sunday Statement for 2009
begins with these words:
Something special happened in Sydney in July 2008. Young people
of the world gathered to celebrate faith.
Indeed, Sydney, where I live, was an extraordinary place to be that
week. I go to work by public transport, and the trains were full of life
and joy as young people headed into town for one or other of the
events of the day. Life and joy, believe me, are unusual on a peak-hour
morning.
You might say that this Social Justice Sunday Statement is a bit
more optimistic than some in previous years. The Bishops are inspired
by the energy and the commitment of young people:
… we want to say how inspired we are to see the Holy Spirit at
work in your lives and in the life of the Church in Australia.
It is towards its end that the Statement focuses on particular
problems and challenges, some that affect Australian young people
specifically and some that affect us all as global citizens. These global
concerns, I suggest, underline our common humanity and bring home
to us forcefully that one person’s injustice is an injustice to us all.
This section of the document evokes for me a passage from Pope
Benedict’s World Day of Peace Message for 2009:
When poverty strikes a family, the children prove to be the most
vulnerable victims: almost half of those living in absolute poverty
today are children.
The Statement tells us how at World Youth Day participants heard
‘first-hand accounts from brave young men and women of the ravages
of violence, oppression and poverty’. Those three forms of injustice –
violence, oppression and poverty – seem to feed each other, and have
similar effects. Each, in its own way, robs young people of their youth,
of their families and of their future. Poverty deprives young people of
their education, and even of their health. It breeds unjust working
conditions: it can encourage child labour, can force parents to accept
exploitation or take them away from their families as migrant workers,
or can force parents, children or both to work long, long hours. An
example was shown in a recent episode of the ABC’s Foreign
Correspondent, exposing the terrible conditions in which minerals are
mined in the Congo for use in electronic gadgets like mobile phones.
Violence and oppression can tear families apart. It’s easy to see
these problems as occurring in other countries, but we have to
remember that they occur in some forms in Australia as well. Poverty
brings with it a raft of other injustices, including the violence that the
Australian Government tried to stem with the Northern Territory
‘Intervention’.
The Bishops frankly admit that these annual Statements cannot
address every issue, but thoughtful reading can lead us to see that
justice doesn’t stop with one issue or group. It’s a struggle in which
we are all enlisted. As this year’s Statement shows, the struggle has its
joys too.
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Centacare News

Co-ordinator appointed
Trish Jones is a local
Yawuru woman from Broome
who has recently joined the
Kimberley Catholic
Volunteers. Trish has been
appointed as Co-ordinator of
Centacare Kimberley and is
based in Broome. She has
spent the past four and a half
decades in Aboriginal Affairs
development, working at NT
regional, state and national
levels in service delivery and
strategic policy development
in Aboriginal employment and
training programs in the mid
70s to mid 80s. In 1985 she
was appointed as Senior
Research Officer to the
National Miller Review into
Photo: S Di Maria
Aboriginal Employment and
Training Programs which resulted in the launch of the National
Aboriginal Economic Development Policy by the then Prime
Minister, Mr Bob Hawke.
She has also worked in the National Aboriginal Health
Strategic Policy Development arena as a member of the Standing
Committee of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health to the
National Health Ministers Ministerial Council from the late 90s to
2005. Trish has gained a number of tertiary graduate degrees and
postgraduate degrees including a Master of Education.
Trish has also gained international experience in examining
rural development programs in East Africa, comparative
Indigenous health policies and programs in New Zealand and more
recently intercultural studies in poverty stricken East Timor, which
was part of her successful postgraduate studies in a Graduate
Diploma in Leadership and Change Management.
Currently the Centacare organisation is co-ordinated by Trish
and she supervises the Emergency Relief program and the day to
day business of Centacare. She is also heavily involved in a
leadership role of working in partnership with other organisations
and agencies, to address holistically the needs of homeless
Indigenous people, particularly with the Homeless Drop-in Centre
in Broome project to be managed by Centacare.

Saint News

St. Charles
Borromeo
Patron of learning and
the arts. 1584
Feastday: November 4

Charles was the son of Count Gilbert Borromeo and Margaret
Medici, sister of Pope Pius IV. He was born at the family castle of
Arona on Lake Maggiore, Italy on October 2. He received the
clerical tonsure when he was twelve and was sent to the
Benedictine abbey of SS. Gratian and Felinus at Arona for his
education.
In 1559 his uncle was elected Pope Pius IV and the following
year, named him his Secretary of State and created him a cardinal
and administrator of the see of Milan. He served as Pius’ legate on
numerous diplomatic missions and in 1562, was instrumental in
having Pius reconvene the Council of Trent, which had been
suspended in 1552. Charles played a leading role in guiding and in
fashioning the decrees of the third and last group of sessions. He
refused the headship of the Borromeo family on the death of Count
Frederick Borromeo, was ordained a priest in 1563, and was
consecrated bishop of Milan the same year. Before being allowed
to take possession of his see, he oversaw the catechism, missal, and
breviary called for by the Council of Trent.
He founded a society of secular priests, Oblates of St. Ambrose
(now Oblates of St. Charles) in 1578, and was active in preaching,
resisting the inroads of protestantism, and bringing back lapsed
Catholics to the Church.
He died at Milan on the night of November 3-4, and was
canonized in 1610. He was one of the towering figures of the
Catholic Reformation, a patron of learning and the arts, and though
he achieved a position of great power, he used it with humility,
personal sanctity, and unselfishness to reform the Church, of the
evils and abuses so prevalent among the clergy and the nobles of
the times.

Yesteryear Images from our past

Bishop Coppo SC with Beagle Bay Missionaries.
Sitting: Fr Droste, Bishop Coppo, Fr Puesken.
Standing: Br Wolfseifer, Br Kasparek, Br Helmprecht, Br Graf.
Circa 1920s. Photo: Archives Diocese of Broome

Viewpoint
By Bishop Christopher Saunders DD

Hearing God’s word
– the perfect bargain
I like browsing through second hand book shops. Occasionally,
you come across a good deal. You find something you had often
meant to read but hadn’t got around to it. And now there it is, the
book you had thought about, the timing is right and it’s a bargain too.
Recently I was in Sydney on a gloomy afternoon and I went
browsing through my favourite bookshops. In one place I bought a
book by Father Edmund Campion, a Sydney ecclesiastical celebrity
and revered author. The small paperback was well thumbed,
inexpensive, a chatty piece laced with fascinating anecdotes. Well
worth the outlay, I thought. While there I went to the store’s Religion
Section and found the usual clutter of New Age tripe and a few
commentaries on Buddha and Islam. Mostly the Christian books were
a rather unimpressive lot, controversial in nature, and hardly worth a
second look. One volume that did take my attention was a particular
translation of the New Testament that I did not have in my collection.
It was a hardback, in royal blue leatherette, a slim volume perfect for
travelling purposes. The outside cover carried the title ‘The New
Testament’. The first page proclaimed in large bold letters that the
publication is ‘The Good News’.
Inside the front cover was a label pasted there by some private
school indicating that this book was a prize awarded to a Ms
Jacqueline Patterson.
I began to wonder about Jacqueline. Had this publication been
good news for her? Had the words penetrated her life and washed
over her, evoking a positive response to God in faith and love? Or
was this, in her mind at least, just another useless gift? Had she
abandoned the little blue book and left it to gather dust on her
parents’ book-case or had she read it, or some of it, but hadn’t really
heard a thing? Like the rest of us, all too often, was she guilty of
voluntary deafness? I began to reflect on how this small testament
had found its way into a bookshop in Elizabeth Street. Perhaps
Jacqueline had died and now this much treasured deposit of God’s
word had been left to be disposed of by the executors of her estate. I
wanted her to know that it had found a good home and that I would
use it whenever I moved around the Diocese. It would have a part in
a liturgy or a baptism and every night it would be the last thing I read
from before I slept. I prayed for her.
In my priesthood I have always found the greatest joy when I
have been serving my God and His people well, to the best of my
ability. This grace includes listening to His word so often evidenced
in my reading of scripture or found in the teaching tradition into
which I am baptised and confirmed. Conversely, I have suffered the
deepest disappointments when I have been distracted from those
things that give me real life, when I have not dwelt on the richness of
God’s word spoken generously to me in the bible and in tradition.
Like Saint Peter, the repeat offender, it is then that I have to seek
forgiveness in Christ, pick myself up and start all over.
It is good to be grateful for the everyday life-giving wonders that
often come into our lives. A book, a passage from Scripture, a
person, an event, a speech or a prayer heard, all take on a whole new
meaning when we discover that this is how God touches us, leading
us forward to profound happiness and peace. It is always good to be
ready for the unexpected. You never can tell when a bargain will
come your way.
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2009 Kullarri NAIDOC Awards Broome
(Continued from previous edition)
National Aboriginal and Islander Day
Observance Committee (NAIDOC)
Kullarri NAIDOC
Outstanding
Contribution to
Sport (Female)

Kullarri
NAIDOC
Outstanding
Contribution
to Sport
(Male)
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Juan is currently the
President of the Broome Netball
Association. She continues to
meet the high standards she sets
for herself and the organisation
demonstrating excellence as a
committee member, athlete,
umpire and a coach. With
assistance Juan coordinated the Photo: Courtesy Goolarri Media
North West Netball
Championships in 2008 which saw over 300 athletes from the North West region descend on Broome. She
continues to donate her time and efforts to Broome Netball, currently coaching the Cable Beach “A” grade team
and also the “Net Set Go” program for 4 to 9 year olds. Her commitment and dedication to the Association
and also her 3 children, has proven her an inspirational role model both in and out of netball.
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Congratulations
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Kullari NAIDOC
Outstanding
Contribution to
the Performing
Arts

Arnhem
Hunter
Arnhem is extremely multitalented and draws on his vast
musical experience and
knowledge on many occasions.
Arnhem has conducted
workshops in communities, inPhoto: S Di Maria
store demonstrations with
internationally recognized artists
and has been a consummate performer for the last 25 years in Broome
and the Kimberley region. Arnhem is regularly sought out by industry
professionals to assist with advice and equipment. He has raised the bar
in regards to professionalism and expectation from earlier days in radio
and encouraging others to become involved, including Goolarri Media’s
very own Sandy Dann. As a touring member with Desert Child, Mary
G, Lorrae Coffin, Djiva and Bingurr, Arnhem’s contribution is
immeasurable.

Mirrilingki News

PD sessions an
opportunity for sharing
Twenty people gathered at the Mirrilingki Centre, Warmun, at
the end of the fourth week of Term Three, for input on Personal
Development. Participants came from schools of the east Kimberley
and desert regions of the Diocese. The sessions were run by Sr
Emilie Catallini rsj from Fremantle. While it was an opportunity to
learn about oneself it was also a time of sharing stories and
adventures with each other. The venue and surrounds along with
participation in the sessions made it ‘a nourishing time’ and
provided ‘food for the journey’.

With program presenter, Sr Emilie Catallini rsj (second from left) are, (L to R)
Julie Spark, volunteer at Ngalangangpum School and teachers, Rebecca
Hughes from Ngalangangpum and Kim Bristow of Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Schools.
Photo: A Cabassi rsj

WANTED:
Volunteer Workers
Kimberley Catholic
Volunteer Service
The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires
volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese.
Duties may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores,
building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation,
living expenses and an allowance.

Placements are preferred for a period of twelve months
plus but a reduced time would be considered. For further
details and an application form please contact:
Mrs Vicki Baudry: Phone: 08 9192 1060 or
email: admin@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725

Caritas Kimberley
by Peter Sabatino,
Indigenous Program Coordinator, Caritas Australia

The Jalaris ‘Kids Future Club’
Ten percent of
Aboriginal kids fail to attend
school on any given day in
Derby, WA. While the
causes of truancy are
complex, some known issues
affecting Aboriginal families
are poverty, low literacy
levels, poor health and
limited job opportunities.
These have an impact not
only on school attendance
but also on academic
performance.
In response to this,
Rubina Mouda, 8 years old, is a good
Jalaris Aboriginal Corporation
attender at the Kids Future Club.
an Aboriginal controlled family
Photo: Courtesy Jalaris
organisation in Derby,
established the Kids Future Club in February 2008 with financial
support from Caritas Australia, Lotterywest, the Department of Families,
Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs and the Office of
Aboriginal Health WA. The project is regarded as a locally based
solution that builds the capacity of not only the children and their
families but also of the two local schools.
Children aged 6-12 years are targeted by the Kids Future Club
which aims to provide positive experiences of education, health and
nutrition for themselves and their families; and to introduce Aboriginal
children and their families to the experience of structured education
within a culturally safe and appropriate environment run by local
Aboriginal people.
Three afternoons a week, after school, an average of 25-30
Aboriginal children who are truanting, at risk of truanting or who have
never attended school attend the program to participate in educational
activities based on health and cultural activities for children. Through
this community initiative, Jalaris expects to improve the culture of
learning, literacy, health and numeracy for Aboriginal children and their
families. A recent exciting health and nutrition initiative involving the
children has been the establishment of a fruit, vegetable and herb garden
which compliments the food pack that the children receive and take
home when they attend the program!
The Kids Future Club has also benefitted from staff development
and accredited training opportunities for Jalaris’ employees to develop
practical skills in child development, education, health and nutrition, in
order to create autonomous local workforce and ensure sustainability of
program delivery in the future. Some parents and specialists in town, eg
health and training, provide voluntary assistance to the program.
Increased confidence, attitude to eating healthy food, less conflict in
the playground, increased concentration spans and advanced social
integration skills have been demonstrated by the children.
The Kids Future Club continues to provide a safe and fun space for
children to do activities, play and interact with each other. But most
importantly, the program is ensuring that schooling is a positive and
culturally relevant experience for the kids, their families and the
Kimberley community!
Caritas Kimberley. 13 Barker Street (PO Box 76) Broome, WA 6725
Ph: 08 9192 1060 Email: info@broomediocese.org

www.caritas.org.au
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Notre Dame Kimberley
By Professor Neil Drew, Assistant Provost

Earlier this year the Deputy Vice Chancellor of the Broome Campus
of Notre Dame Professor Lyn Henderson-Yates asked me if I would be
interested in moving to Broome to work with her and the other wonderful
staff of the Campus. If I recall correctly my response was something like,
“Does a one legged duck swim in circles!” After some discussion with
the Vice Chancellor and others my wife Clare and I found ourselves on the
inland road to Broome in early August. As we passed through the
stunningly beautiful and ever changing landscapes, it became apparent to
us that we had made a very good decision (it was certainly no hardship
driving out of the blustery wet conditions in Perth in August to the hot
clear blue skies of the Kimberley). The six weeks that we have been here
so far have reinforced that view. The Broome Campus is on the threshold
of a new era and it is very exciting for me to be invited to be a part of that
growth and development. The campus exemplifies all that I have come to
love about the University. A commitment to principles and values that are
indivisibly bound to social justice and reconciliation is at the heart of
everything we do. I am particularly impressed by the aspiration for
excellence in Indigenous education across all our schools and the
outstanding achievements of Nulungu, our Centre for Indigenous Studies.
Moving to Broome has also brought me closer to the communities of
the East Kimberley where I’ve been living and working for two months of
the year since 2006. The University hosts study abroad students from the
US every year. As part of their program the students attend a cultural
immersion program in the Kimberley where students are hosted by
Traditional Owners on the Cape; learning about country and culture. This
year is the tenth anniversary of the program delivered in partnership with
Colin and Maria Morgan. Many hundreds of American students have
been inspired by and in awe of the people, places and culture. In 2006,
Maria Morgan commented to the then Dean of Arts and Sciences
Professor Simon Adams, “This is a wonderful program... but where are all
the non Indigenous Australian students? Where are they learning about
their own country?” It was an excellent question and culminated in an
invitation to Simon and me to meet with Traditional Owners in the East
Kimberley. The result of that meeting is the Aboriginal Youth and
Community Wellbeing Program. For two months every year I’ve
travelled to East Kimberley communities with students from our
Fremantle and Sydney campuses.
The program is about grass roots reconciliation based on authentic
long term sustainable relationships. Traditional Owners were determined
that our program focus on building relationships as the heart of a long
term commitment to live and learn together. Focusing on the process of
relationship building means that while we may not always know where we
will end up we are confident that it will be a better place than it might
otherwise be.
It is a gift to be able to bring the students of the University into a
relationship with the young people in the community. I feel very
honoured and privileged to be invited into the lives of remarkable people
working to make a positive difference in the lives of young people in their
community. In 2009, we were very proud to receive a national citation for
excellence in student learning from the Australian Learning and Teaching
Council. The citation was for “authentic and compassionate approaches to
cultural learning and engagement with remote Aboriginal Communities in
Western Australia consistent with the University values and mission”. I
am thrilled that the citation recognises both our work with Aboriginal
communities and the fact that it is done in ways that honour the mission,
values and spirit of the University.
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Recently I returned to Perth for a meeting. That evening I phoned my
wife from our Perth house which is being looked after by our daughter
Kate. As the call came to a close I said, “I’m looking forward to getting
home.” We both paused to think about what I had just said... it felt right
and it felt good.

NDA Graduation ‘09
We must remember and believe, that you and I can be the
mothers, the fathers, the aunts and uncles of the world, that we
too must put out our hand to help someone cross the bridge that
lies between living a life where there is disadvantage and
hardship to one where great possibilities exist and can be
achieved.
Some of the inspiring words shared by the Broome Campus’
Deputy Vice Chancellor and Kimberley Aboriginal woman,
Professor Lyn Henderson-Yates, to those gathered for The
University of Notre Dame Australia’s (UNDA) Broome Campus
fourteenth graduation ceremony held in August.
The audience was moved as she delivered her inspiring
Occasional Address which told the story of her fascinating and
often challenging life, and her professional journey which has
seen her training as a secretary to her position today as a DVC,
about to complete a Doctor of Philosophy.

Alexandra Morven, School of Education Graduate is congratulated by Acting
Chancellor, Terry Tobin QC. Photo: UNDA Broome

More than 300 guests attended the outdoor ceremony, which
included the traditional smoking ceremony performed by Yawaru
elder, Mrs Cecilia Djagween and welcome by the Acting
Chancellor, Mr Terence Tobin QC.
Over thirty graduates travelled from interstate and throughout
the Kimberley to be part of the celebration, which saw them
Graduate from Higher Education and Vocational Education and
Training courses. Following the conferral of their qualifications
in the disciplines of Nursing, Education and Arts and Sciences,
the Valedictory Address was given on behalf of the students by
School of Nursing Graduate, Michelle Smith.
At the conclusion of the ceremony, the Vice Chancellor,
Professor Celia Hammond, congratulated students on their
achievements and wished them success in the future.

On the shores of
Mission Bay
Matthew Waina
lives near the beach
at Pago, not far
from the original
site of the
Benedictine Mission
established in 1908.
His modest house is
a stones-throw from
a dump of old 44
gallon fuel drums.
That doesn’t sound
too enticing until
you realize that they
are American drums
from the Second
World War clearly
marked USAAF United States of
America Air Force.
Then you remember
that you are not too
far from Truscott –
a secret air base
Matthew Waina shows off some Second-World War fuel
from which
drums marked USAAF while the waters of Mission Bay
bombers flew to
glisten in the background. Photo: CAS
South–East Asia
flagging the Allied advance in the offensive spearheaded from Australia.
And you also recall that the Japanese over-flew the hills near here to
bomb and strafe the Mission at Kalumburu wreaking death and
destruction, some ten kilometers inland. Pass the drums and look
through the pandanus palms to the pristine Mission Bay and you can see
why Matthew and his family find the place so charming and soothing.
With his dog ‘Dollar’ walking alongside him Matthew often heads off,
past the drums, and over the brilliant white sand, to catch a feed of fresh
fish knowing that he lives a life many people only dream about.

Garnduwa

Eagles Cup
Garnduwa has been holding Eagles Cup competitions throughout
Term 3 for Primary School Students across the entire East Kimberley.
On Friday 4 September an opportunity for schools to compete
against each other was provided in Kununurra. More than 150 students
from St Joseph’s Kununurra, Kununurra and Wyndham District High
Schools, Frog Hollow, Glen Hill and Oombulgurri battled it out - on the
netball court for the girls and boys on the football field. The Boomers
from St Jo’s made it to the Grand Final but were defeated by
Kununurra District High School.
Special mention is made of St Joseph’s Kununurra who entered two
teams on the day and helped to fill another team by combining with
Oombulgurri. Garnduwa Program Coordinator, Leah Thorpe thanked
all staff and parents who helped to make the day run very smoothly.

Kisha (L) and Sadie O'Kane, ready and waiting for the rebound after a shot by
their opposing team, Wyndham. Photo: L Thorpe

Matthew enjoys the companionship of his mutt ‘Dollar’ – so named as he often hangs
around for a hand-out. Photo: CAS
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Catholic Mission
www.catholicmission.org.au

Saving Children from
Slavery
Earlier this year the police helped Sister Clara rescue Lakshmi
from a life of slavery. Lakshmi had been working as a slave for two
years. Lakshmi is only eight years old.

KCP again successful at
the ACPA awards
The Kimberley Community Profile has once again taken out awards
at the annual Australasian Catholic Press Association (ACPA) awards
night. This year the KCP has been awarded a Highly Commended for
Best Regional Publication and also for Most Improved Publication
(Newspaper or Magazine). This is quite an achievement as there are 64
member publications in ACPA. Cardinal Archbishop George Pell of the
Sydney Archdiocese presented awards and Ms Janice Grimson, of the
Bishop’s Office, was once more delighted to accept on behalf of the
Diocese of Broome.

Lakshmi and other children in remedial class. Photo: Catholic Mission

In Marialaya , Chennai, Salesian Sister Clara FMA, along with
eight sisters look after the wellbeing of Lakshmi and 150 children
in St Joseph’s Special Care Home. They provide shelter, food,
clothing, and education for girls aged between four and 18.
The girls come from various backgrounds. Some are orphaned,
some are from poor families unable to provide for them, and some
girls are brought to the Sisters by the police or awarded by judges
as ‘wards of state’ as St. Joseph’s is a recognised government home.
Lakshmi is one of the Sisters’ most recent newcomers. She is
one of ten children, and her mother, unable to support her, sold her
into domestic slavery as a house cleaner for a local businessman in
Chennai. A neighbour realised that she was being mistreated and
physically abused, so reported this to the police.
Due to the abject poverty in the country, there is, sadly,
widespread abuse. As a result, the Government has set up a special
telephone hotline called “Childline India” for people to report any
form of child abuse and/or exploitation.
The Sisters, along with the local police, visited the house during
the day while the owner was away at work and rescued the girl and
took her to Marialaya. The police proceeded to arrest the man who
has since been sentenced and imprisoned.
Now the sisters have the task of raising Lakshmi, and protecting
her. Lakshmi is from the north of the country, Rajasthan state, and
only spoke Hindi when they found her. She has quickly learnt Tamil
in the past three months and is adjusting quite well.
It is through your donations to Catholic Mission’s work with
Communities and with Children that Sr Clara can free many young
girls from a life of slavery. Visit www.catholicmission.org.au for
more information.
To help the Salesian sisters in India please donate
to Catholic Mission’s Mission Month Appeal or call
us on 1 800 257 296. For further details contact
Catholic Mission’s Media Officer, Netta Kovach on
(02) 9919 7800.
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Vatican Dossier

Benedict XVI
Recommends Spiritual
Direction
VATICAN CITY, SEPT. 16, 2009 (Zenit.org)

Everyone - priests, religious,
laypeople - and especially youth,
should have a spiritual director to help
them in the Christian life, says
Benedict XVI.
The Pope affirmed this today when
he reflected on Symeon the New
Theologian during the general audience
held in Paul VI Hall.
The Holy Father mentioned how
important spiritual direction was in the life of the 11th century
monk, and affirmed that the invitation to seek guidance in the
spiritual life “continues to be valid for all.”
The Bishop of Rome encouraged especially young people, but
also priests, consecrated persons and laypeople “to take recourse to
the counsels of a good spiritual father.”
He mentioned that a spiritual guide should help to grow in
knowledge of oneself and lead a person “to union with the Lord, so
that one’s life is increasingly conformed to the Gospel.”
“We always need a guide, dialogue, to go to the Lord,”
Benedict XVI affirmed. “We cannot do it with our reflections
alone. And this is also the meaning of the ecclesiality of our faith,
of finding this guide.”

Blank Page Summit
Beagle Bay
The Blank Page Summit on Suicide held at Billard Community at the
end of July brought together a large number of key community and
government people who have the capacity to influence policy and bring
about a finer focus on health care programs, counselling, family support and
other vital services delivery as part of a response to the terrible rate of
suicides in Western Australia. The WA Chief Justice Wayne Martin said that
the annual suicide figure of 300 is worse than the road toll, in fact
about fifty percent more than the road toll, but there is very little
attention given to reducing the horrific numbers.
Key to the organization of the Blank Page Summit was the
work of the host community from Billard, the Victor family, who
together with workers from Beagle Bay converted the bushland
setting into a camping parkland. Along with Kari Kristiansen, the
Summit director of operations, the Billard community worked
hard to see to it that the participants were looked after and
engaged in the summit process. One hundred and fifty visitors
were accommodated, fed and encouraged to enter into real
dialogue about the challenges and possibilities of addressing this
national scourge of suicide that brings so much grief to
our nation.

Anti-clockwise starting from top left:
■ The Victor family, Dorothy and Stephen at centre, with many of the others who
helped make the Blank Page Summit a success at Billard. Photo: R Smith
■ CJ and his brother Lawrence view some photos taken at the Billard suicide summit
in July/August. Photo: R Smith
■ State Coroner Alistair Hope and others – group discussions were an important part
of the suicide summit proceedings. Photo: R Smith
■ Kenneth, Trent and Jason were instrumental in the hard work setting up for the
Summit and preparing the grounds for the event. Photo: R Smith
■ Lendl and Kirwin were key helpers at the Blank Page Summit. Photo: CAS
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Kalumburu Festival
Our Lady of the Assumption Mission at Kalumburu is 101 years old. In line
with the usual practice the Parish held an outdoor Mass of remembrance and
thanksgiving on the Feast of Our Lady of the Assumption, 15 August. This year
fourteen young people received the Sacrament of Confirmation conferred by
Bishop Saunders who presided at the Mass where he was assisted by Father
Anscar McPhee OSB, Parish Priest. In his homily, the Bishop spoke of the
invitation to each of us to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit as given at
Confirmation in the firm belief that if we do use these gifts we will truly be the
people God has called us to be. The Bishop went on to say that the saddest thing
in life was to see people offer everything to God in enthusiasm for the Gospel
and then in selfishness begin to take it back again.
Mass was followed by a healthy feast of roast beef and red cordial. Earlier
in the day there were games for the families and their children while a school
sports and athletics gala took place the day before.

This page Anti-clockwise
starting from top left:
■ Volunteer, Paul Dwyer and, Kalumburu
local, Sylvester Manglomara enjoy the feast
provided. Photo: CAS
■ From left, Elijah Bundamurra, Lindsay
Bundamurra and Dwayne Djanghara were
there for the festivities. Photo: CAS
■ There was Confirmation at Kalumburu
for fourteen candidates this year!
■ Children enjoy a soapy slide as part of
the fun and games for the Feast Day of
Our Lady of the Assumption, 15 August.
Photo: CAS
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Kalumburu Festival

This page Anti-clockwise starting from top left:
■ Trevor Waina takes the plunge after somebody hit the target.Photo: CAS
■ Parish Priest, Fr Anscar McPhee OSB (right) and, seminarian, Francis Kerongo
process to the Mass of celebration for the Feast of Our Lady of the Assumption.
■ Three musicians for the day helped turn the festival into a memorable occasion
along with the choir. From left are Danny Ambi, Kevin Waina and Sylvester
Manglomara. Photo: CAS
■ It’s all hands on deck for the Feast of Our Lady of the Assumption in Kalumburu.
Vin Bibby is one of those who helped to make the day a great success. Photo: CAS
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Balgo 25 years
Balgo
Luurnpa Catholic School in Balgo recently celebrated twenty five
years of Catholic Education under the guidance of the De La Salle
Brothers who have supplied three principals during that quarter of a
century of excellence in education. The first principal, Br Leo who
served there for 16 years, was followed by Br Bernie and the
incumbent, Br Rick.
It was a wonderful day of
celebrations – a Mass to mark the
occasion followed by dancing and
singing, engaging speeches and a fine
feast. Attending the celebrations were
past principals and past parish priests
of Balgo. Fr Ray Hevern SAC, who’d
been there for nearly eighteen years
returned to enjoy the celebrations over
a two day period; Fr Matt Digges, now
in Broome who served in Balgo for
seven years also enjoyed his brief stay.
Many other visitors flew in for the
occasion. Everyone agrees it was a
wonderful remembrance. Bishop
Christopher Saunders was the principal
celebrant of the Mass, assisted by the
other priests including the present Parish
Priest, Fr Eugene Zurias-Diaz. 11.09.2009

This page Anti-clockwise starting from top left:
■ Jacob Bangu, Lorinda Mandijarra and John Purnell enjoyed
the 25 Years celebration
■ Boys dance at the celebrations.
■ Past and present Principals and Parish Priests gather for a
photo to mark the historic 25 years of Catholic education at
Balgo since the de la Salle Brothers arrived. Rear: From Left, Br
Bernie, Br Leo (founding Principal), Fr Matt (past Parish Priest)
Front: From left, Fr Eugene (present Parish Priest), Br Rick
(present Principal), Fr Ray Hevern (longstanding past Parish
Priest).
■ Simon Nagomara, Lincoln Mosquito, Rodney Kalion and Kelly
Mudgedell went to the basketball court for the Mass and
festivities at Luurnpa Catholic School.
■ Keith and his dad, Adam Polly.
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People Stories

Tony Treacy
By Stefania Di Maria

Tony Treacy has always been a country boy at heart. His parents
were both regional teachers and he was born in 1956 in the coastal
town of Coffs Harbour, in northern New South Wales. His childhood
memories are of enjoying the outdoors in a series of hamlets in
country NSW, including a period in which the family lived in a tiny
railway hut near Goulburn. When Tony was in primary school he
suffered the loss of his father, who died unexpectedly from an asthma
attack. The family was forced to move, and his secondary schooling
and tertiary education took place in Sydney and Canberra.
Tony’s path in life took a dramatic turn when one of his lecturers
suggested to the young teachers that they “Go out and have a go!”
rather than working in ‘boring’ suburban schools. Shortly afterwards,
Tony learned of the volunteer program conducted by the Kimberley
Lay Missionary Association and Bishop John Jobst in the Diocese.
Deciding to try and make a difference to the lives of young
Aboriginal people, he accepted a posting in 1979 as a teacher at the
Catholic Hostel and Holy Rosary School in Derby. Over the next five
years he taught at Derby, and was appointed as the manager of the
Hostel, which employed thirteen staff and cared for up to fifty
children. Tony recalls the challenges and rewards of that time, and
will never forget what the children taught him about their culture and
community, although the Kimberley was confronting. He has vivid
memories of living the wet season amongst a mass of sweaty children,
without the comfort of air conditioning.
But in the Kimberley Tony found two invaluable gifts, his wife
and his faith. As a lay missionary Tony was required to attend Mass
every day. Beverly was doing the same. They shared another common
interest; loading up their cars with children for weekend excursions in
the bush. One day Tony approached her and asked: “Why don’t we do
this together?” Despite the early barriers to cross cultural unions, they
married and now have nine children of their own.

Photo: S Di Maria

In the Kimberley Tony also found his “soul place”. For 25 years
he has been nourishing his love for the environment through
bushwalking, camping, hunting, fishing and the like. Tony recalls that
it was whilst sitting quietly by himself observing the beauty of nature
that he began to feel the spiritual power of life he associates with God.
In the Kimberley he finds peace; a voice in his heart which says:
“Where are you going? I’m here.”
Tony was the first lay person to be in charge of a Catholic school
in the Kimberley, as a Deputy Principal and as Principal of Holy
Rosary School in Derby and now of St Mary’s College in Broome. He
has certainly made a difference, and is a valued member of the
Broome community.

Kimberley Kitchen

Octopus stew
Susan Hill, with husband Matthew and their eight children,
came to Broome earlier this year as a family in mission. Susan,
from Melbourne, was born into a Maltese family. This simple rustic
meal was always a fascinating one to watch being prepared. ‘To
this day my children love to see the octopus. They will not eat it,
but they are surely fascinated!’ Not for the faint hearted!
Ingredients:

700g – 1kg Octopus or baby
octopus, cleaned and roughly
cut into pieces
2 cloves of garlic, chopped
1 bottle Italian tomato sauce
1 can diced tomatoes

Dash of red wine
Tabasco sauce, (1 – 2 teaspoons,
mild to hot – your choice)
Salt to taste
1 cup frozen peas
Black olives
Spaghetti or potatoes
Lots of crusty bread

Method:

Fry garlic in oil until aromatic, add octopus and fry until
octopus curls (lightly fry). Add bottle of sauce and can of tomatoes,
Tabasco sauce and season to taste. Cook for 11/2 to 2 hours on

Matthew and the children with the ingredients for Mum's Octupus Stew.
Photo: S Hill

gentle simmer (lid on). Add black olives and peas for last 1/2 hour of
cooking.
Note: Add potatoes with olives and peas and serve with lots of
crusty bread or use as sauce without potatoes to serve with spaghetti –
enjoy with a glass of red wine!
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Catholic Education Office

Promoting Catholic Education
Catholic Education Week 2009 began with a Mass at Our Lady Queen
of Peace Cathedral in Broome on Sunday 6 September. Prayers were offered for
those involved in education and Mass was followed by morning tea provided by
the staff of the Catholic Education Office. This set the scene for a small but
informative display at the Boulevard Shopping Centre, displaying students work
from all the Catholic Schools in the Broome Diocese. The display included
information from the Bishop’s Office and Notre Dame University as well as the
Catholic Education Office Broome.
Ready with their display - Erica Bernard and Cauline Masuda.
Photo: S Di Maria

Family Support in Gibb
River and Ringer Soak
When in
Gibb River
recently Sr Alma
Cabassi rsj,
Family Support
Worker with the
Diocese, shared
some time with
Jacqueline and
Quinceton when
they met while
visiting the Store
one Monday
morning.

Kimberley Wild

Whistling Kite
(Haliastur Sphenurus)

The Whistling Kite is a raptor of medium size and is found in
most parts of Australia including the Kimberley, particularly in the
open and lightly wooded areas of the region.
For such a large bird, the Whistling Kite makes a very shrill, thin
sound and can be seen gliding gracefully on the wind thermals of
the Kimberley. Unlike its cousin, the Black Kite, which has a tail
shaped like that of a fish, the whistling kite has a cream tail which
spreads out like a fan. Being a scavenger, it is often seen swooping
down on to highways to retrieve birds and reptiles killed by passing

Photo: A Cabassi rsj

The Diocesan Family Support Worker, Sr Alma Cabassi rsj
visited Yaruman/Ringers Soak community in the desert region south
of Halls Creek where many reconnections with families were made

Juvenile Whistling Kite. Photo: K Callaghan

traffic. In fact, the diet of the Whistling Kite includes a huge variety
of prey including also other birds, amphibians, fish, crustaceans and
insects.
The female Whistling Kite lays between two and three eggs of
bluish-white colour which sometimes have red-brown blotches on
them. The incubation period is about 35-40 days and in the
Kimberley the breeding period is February to June.
The nest is a platform of sticks resting in the fork of a tall tree.

Photo: A Cabassi rsj

and memories rekindled. Nida Tchooga in her usual calm way sat
quietly reintroducing the children and families in the community.
She is pictured here with her daughter Christine and grandchildren
Junior Stanley, Hayden and Shadeen.
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Front Page Photo Competition
Thank you to those who forwarded photos
for the Front Page competition. Details of the winning
entry will be announced in the next issue of the
Kimberley Community Profile.

Parish News
Ringer Soak/Yaruman

Deacon John — first
baptisms in the bush

Wyndham

Confirmation

Rev Deacon John Purnell administered the Sacrament of Baptism to
three young children when Mass was celebrated by Fr Mark Ai in the
remote desert community of Ringer Soak/Yaruman recently. The
lighted candle, symbol of the Light of Christ, is passed to Kaylene
Tchooga holding her son, Dequarn, who was baptised during the
ceremony.

Photo: CAS

A group of four young people received the Sacrament of
Confirmation in Wyndham on 22 August. Bishop Christopher
Saunders, assisted by Acting Parish Priest Fr MartinWilson
administered the Sacrament at an evening Mass in Queen of the
Apostles Church. Photographed at the supper which followed are,
from left, teacher Tim Hogan, Fr Martin, Barry Bradshaw and Jesse
Yates with Nalani Callaghan and Romina Bradshaw in front.

Kalumburu

First Communion
A large number of children in Our Lady of the Assumption Parish
Kalumburu received the Sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time
recently.
With lighted candles and full voice they sang the Creed at the very
beautiful Mass to celebrate the occasion.

Broome

Fathers Day

David with, from left, his son Leroy, grandsons Patrick and David Jnr and son
Jesse. Photo: J Grimson

Photos: M Scanlon sgs

David Pigram was joined by his sons, Leroy and Jesse and
grandsons Patrick Davies and David Pigram Jnr at the 9am Mass in
Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral Broome on Fathers Day. All
fathers attending the Mass were presented with a small painted cross
as a memento. David Jnr holds high the cross given to his
grandfather.
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Parish News
Derby

Year of the Priest:
Celebrating
30 years
Monsignor Paul Boyers,
Vicar General
Ordained 1 September, 1979

While I was a student for the
priesthood at Saint Columba's
College at Springwood in the Blue
Mountains west of Sydney,
Bishop Jobst invited me to spend
my Christmas holidays in the
Broome Diocese. I arrived at
Beagle Bay in December 1975
and spent the next three months
between Beagle Bay and
Mgr Paul celebrated his 30th
Lombadina. I returned to the
Anniversary of Priesthood during the
Diocese as a priest in February
recent Clergy Retreat in Broome.
1980.
A delicious Tiramisu was provided for
My first three years as a priest the celebrations. Photo: M Digges
were with Father Lorenz in Derby.
Then I spent the next eleven years at Lombadina, Kununurra and
Balgo-Kutjungka Parishes. I came back into ‘the big smoke’ for ten
years as the Administrator of the Broome Parish, followed by a
second appointment to Kununurra and for the last three years I have
been Parish Priest of Derby.
As the Parish Priest you are involved in preparing people to
receive the Sacraments, you pray with the sick in hospitals and
nursing homes and visit families in your Parish, particularly in their
sorrowful times. An important part of the Parish ministry is
education, both in the Catholic schools and in adult education that
enables people to grow in their faith. I feel privileged when people
allow me to be part of their lives for important milestones like
birthdays, anniversaries and weddings, or when I am invited to share
a meal with them.
I see so many people living out their Catholic faith practising
those Gospel values that we are called to as followers of Christ.
People recognise that through their Baptism they are invited to
commit themselves to the service of others. They can respond to this
call by being a Minister of the Eucharist, becoming involved in
children’s liturgy, being part of the music ministry at Mass and in so
many other ways. The generosity and kindness of people to others
brings me quiet hope for the future of our people.
The challenge that faces all of us in the Church is to make our
Parishes really friendly places for people to belong to. When people
come to Mass are they made welcome, are they part of this assembly
that is celebrating Mass together, or do they just feel like an outsider?
As Catholics we also need to build strong links among people outside
Mass. We have to ask ourselves: are we a caring parish?
The one change I would like to see in the Kimberley is the
weather towards the end of the year in the build up to the wet
season. However, I think I might have to wait for the next ice age
for this to happen.
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Holy Rosary parishioners
to marry in Columbia
Tom Vigilante was recently in Broome with his wife-to-be, Monica
Salas of Colombia, and caught up with fellow South American
(Argentina), Fr Ernesto Cerutti Assistant Priest, following Mass in Our
Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in early September. Tom and Monica,
parishioners of Holy Rosary Derby, will marry in Colombia at the end
of this year.

Photo: J Grimson

Fifty years of marriage

William and Verna Ishiguchi of Derby recently celebrated the
Golden Jubilee Anniversary of their marriage. They were married by Fr
Nicholas Dehe in Broome, September 1959. To mark the occasion Mgr
Paul Boyers, Parish Priest, gave William and Verna a blessing during
Saturday evening Mass in Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church with a
large number of family and friends present. At the social gathering
which followed in the Civic Centre, William and Verna were
congratulated and toasted.

Parish News
Balgo

Balgo impressions
By Fr Mark Thang Khan Ai

‘People and not the place makes a place beautiful’ has always been
my maxim whenever I land in a new place. So, although I had heard
that Balgo (Wirumanu) was a tough place to be, I was ready,
spiritually and mentally, for my six weeks ministry there.
Accompanied by newly ordained Deacon John Purnell, I set out on the
long trip from Broome on 13 July. A cloud of dust trailed behind us
which reminded me of the dusty roads back home in North East India.
Our tired faces lighted up instantly as Fr Eugene, the parish
administrator, greeted us with a smile and thunderous laughter. Fr
Eugene left us after a week for a well earned holiday in Venezuela.
After two weeks, Deacon John and I were joined by seminarian Liam
and visiting priest, Fr Manoel.
Balgo was larger and homelier than I had imagined. The big
community store, the well-run clinic and school, iron-structure
housing complex, power and communication system impressed me a
great deal. ‘Paradise in the desert?’ I asked myself. The limitless
desert landscape and blue sky were a real feast for the eyes. I had time
to delve briefly into the history of the parish where generations of
priests, nuns and government agencies invested their time, money and

Lombadina/Djarindjin

Confirmation
Six young people from the Lombadina/Djarindjin community
received the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 30 August 2009.
The Sacrament was administered by Bishop Saunders in Christ the
King Church, Lombadina. A celebration including the cutting of a
cake followed. From left is Phoebe Ponsford, Meredith Lawson,
Rusharnah Tigan, Hortencia Joseph and Duwellan Ningella.

Photo: CAS

Fr Mark receives a closer look from a visiting camel in Balgo.

energy into the making of present day Balgo. Their contribution to
raise the local population to reach the standards of mainstream society
is most commendable.
There is a sizeable number of pious and practising Catholics, some
of whom take keen leadership in the church. Celebrating Mass locally
was another new experience in which elements of Indigenous culture,
like a smoking ceremony, sprinkling with blessed water and an
exchange of peace blessings are significant elements. The funeral
mass for Marie on 21 August was the largest congregation I addressed
at the parish church, which is named after St Therese of the Child
Jesus. Our weekend ministry consisted of Masses at the parish centre
on Saturday evenings, morning Mass at Mulan on Sundays and Mass
the same evening at Billiluna (Kururrungku). We also reached out to
Halls Creek and Ringer Soak communities. Halls Creek is particularly
interesting with some tourists attending the Mass during the season,
while the teachers and local leaders in Ringer Soak (Yaruman) make
meticulous preparations for the celebrations there. A happy and
memorable moment at Ringer Soak was the baptism of three children
by Deacon John Purnell.
The harshness of the desert climate evoked in me a renewed love
for land and trees. I set myself to planting some trees and flowers in
the parish premises which I hope will endure the inclement weather of
Balgo. The presence of Vernon, an environmentalist, has given a facelift to the community with his relentless campaign for a clean
environment. After making a tearful round of Balgo at 7am, John and
I left for Broome on 30 August.
My six weeks plus ministry in Balgo has invigorated me a great
deal towards a wholesome ministry. The community has the will and
the means to grow both spiritually and socially. What I thought would
be a relaxed sabbatical break turned out to be a fresh drilling in
ministry. I owe a heavy debt of gratitude to the Diocese and Balgo
community for hardening me in my priestly commitment. What a
Diocese to serve!
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School News
Lombadina/Djarindjin

Kununurra

Have bus, will travel

Sports Day

By Janice O’Keefe

They’re off and racing in the traditional Kindergarten egg and spoon
race on Sports Day at St Joseph’s School in Kununurra.
Jolie (L) and Joley get off to a quick but steady start with John
(centre) egging them on!! The whole school enjoyed two days of track
and field events this term with many future Olympians evident.

On August 17, a new, big, orange, school bus arrived at LombadinaDjarindjin School on the Dampier Peninsula. The 16 seater Isuzu 4WD
bus was provided by the Catholic Education Office and the Education
Department so that students in outstations had a reliable and consistent
way to get to and from school. It is also great in that the bus can be
used for school excursions to transport students. Thanks also to the
Public Transport Authority (Government of WA). The school bus run is
now well under way, so watch for us on the road.

Photo: T Fyfe

Photo: J O’Keefe

School hosts visitors
By Lawrence Evans

Christ the King Catholic School, Djarindjin-Lombadina, recently
played host to ten visitors from Melbourne. Year 9 students from De La
Salle College and Our Lady of the Sacred Heart College with their
teachers, spent time with the Secondary students, both in class and on
their Camp, touring some of the Kimberley. The combined group of 23
visited Roebuck Cattle Station, Fitzroy Crossing, Tunnel Creek and
Windjana Gorge as they got to see the sights and got to know each other
better. A great week was had by all!

Wunan 2009 East
Kimberley Aboriginal
Achievement Awards
Two Aboriginal Teacher Assistants and one student have been
nominated for this year’s East Kimberley Aboriginal Achievement
Awards.

Photo: Tony Fyfe

Lombadina student Austin with teacher Mr Paul Munday at the Cape Leveque
Aquaculture Hatchery. Photo: L Evans
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Jodene Garstone was nominated for Junior Outstanding Individual
Leadership. In her years at school she has definitely proved to be a
great role model for her schoolmates.
Ms Janet O’Meara and Ms Eileen Watkins were both nominated for
Aboriginal Employee of the Year in their roles as teacher assistants.
Both go out of their way to help the school community in many areas
such as with NAIDOC Week and home visits.
We are certainly proud to have all three here at St Joseph’s School,
Kununurra.

School News
Derby

Bililuna/Kururrungku

Spaced Out in Derby

Busy, busy, busy

By Craig Sulter

By Nicola Smith

On Thursday August
20, the Year 4 class at
Holy Rosary School
Derby enthusiastically
attended an astronomy
night at Derby District
High School. In Term 3
the Year 4 class learned
about all things related to
space, such as how to
make rockets, space
exploration, and the Milky
Way Galaxy. The students
were taken on a trip to the
stars by Astro Tours from
Broome and discovered
Nuala Boog takes a closer look at the night sky
where all the stars and
through the giant telescope. Photo: C Sulter
planets that they had been
learning about in class, can actually be found in the night sky. The
students found that it was a fantastic way to expand their knowledge on
stars and planets and see first hand how they look close up.

It’s all been happening here at Kururrungku Catholic Education
Centre, Billiluna! We’ve had a terrific Sports Day, with many students
looking like Olympic stars-in-the-making.
Sister Janet, a previous Principal, visited and talked with many of
her former students.
The senior class enjoyed a visit from State parliamentary
representatives, who explained how Parliament works. Students were
invited to submit ideas and concerns, and these will be taken back and
discussed in Parliament.
We had a great turn out for our Market Day: students, parents and
community members came and grabbed some bargains. We raised
more than $800 to help with our up-coming school camps. Special
thanks to the Senior Class who helped set-up and take down the stalls,
and also for cooking up some yummy biscuits to sell.

Wyndham

‘Seasons for Growth’
helps young people
While Ms Clare Gray, the Principal of St Joseph’s School,
Wyndham, is taking some long service leave, Mr Richard Cavenagh is
Acting Principal. His wife, Therese, has come to Wyndham with him.
St Joseph’s is one of the Kimberley schools to introduce the Seasons
for Growth program, which helps young people to deal with some of the

Chaundelda Darkie and Tweety at the Kururrungku Market Day. Photo: N Smith.

Other fund-raisers have also been successful. Our Mad-Hair Day
was a roaring success and lots of fun. Movie nights are always popular
– we’ve one behind us and one to go.
For four weeks in Term 3, students have been learning how to
prevent Diabetes Type 2, with healthy food and exercise, through the
Kimberley Challenge program.
In the classroom, students and teachers have been working hard,
with some great teaching and learning being achieved.

Richard and Therese Cavenagh (R) with Jean O'Reeri following Confirmation recently.
Photo: F Birrell

big issues in their lives. Frank Birrell, who is the new Pastoral Associate
in Wyndham, is co-ordinating the program. Frank is also helping in the
preparation of the candidates for the sacraments and works to help the
priest who comes across from Kununurra each week to celebrate Mass.
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School News
Red Hill

Ringer Soak

NAIDOC activities

Celebrating Catholic
Education Week

By Dean Savoia, Principal

NAIDOC Week
2009 was celebrated a
little late at
Warlawurru Catholic
School, Red Hill, Halls
Creek. A poster
competition
highlighting the theme
“Honouring Our
Elders, Nurturing Our
Youth” kicked off the
planning for our school
events. Throughout the
week, teachers
organised traditional
singing and dancing,
special lunches, visits
to the DCP Hostel and

The School Community at Birlirr Ngawiyiwu in Ringer Soak, south
east of Halls Creek, celebrated Catholic Education Week with a special

Students David Moreton, Altyrah Sturt and Shauntay
Bradshaw line up for the barbecue lunch at Banjo Bore.
Photo: R. Marwick

Year 7 student Tori McDonald raises the Aboriginal and
Australian flags during our prayer to begin NAIDOC Week.
Photo: R. Marwi

Frail-Aged Facility,
collecting wood
and making
clapping sticks, and
watching a movie
together. We invited
community
members and
parents along to a
bushtrip on the last
day. It was held at
Banjo Bore, began
with a prayer and
Jaru songs, and
ended with a
barbecue which we
enjoyed together.

Mine Visit
Students and staff from Ngalangangpum School Warmun and
visiting students from Mount St Joseph Sydney visited Argyle Diamond
mine for a
tour of the
site recently.
While there
they took
time for this
photo in
front of a
very large
shovel. A
fun day was
had by all.

Photo: L Hodge

Ricky Tchooga shares a story with his mum, Kylie McDonald (centre) and local elder,
Rosie Lala. Photo: C Lord

gathering to mark the occasion. A Paraliturgy was prepared in which
Prayers of Thanksgiving were offered, traditional Jumbas (hymns) were
sung and stories were shared by the elders about the early history of
Birlirr Ngawiyiwu. This was followed by students who read to family
members before sharing a meal with everyone from the Community.
Children were eager to read to proud parents and community members.

Tutor
offers
invaluable
help at
school
An invaluable helper at
Birlirr Ngawiyiwu School is
Janelle Tchooga who tutors
some of the younger children
and assists with clerical work
in the office. The Principal,
Ms Carmen Lord often refers
to Janelle for information and
advice regarding the children
and cultural observances.
Janelle is photographed with
her son Nicodemus.
Photo: A Cabassi rsj
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Clockwise starting from top left:
■ Members of the Board of Governors of the University of Notre Dame met in Broome in late
August. Lyn Henderson-Yates (R), Deputy Vice Chancellor of the Campus, and her mother
Evelyn Henderson chatted with Michael Perrott, AM, Trustee and Director of Notre Dame and
the Bishop’s representative on the Board, following Graduation. Photo: J Grimson
■ Bishop Saunders lines up to process for the Mass on August 15 at Kalumburu where
fourteen candidates were confirmed.
■ Preparations for children dancing at the Balgo festivity meant much in the way of painting
with ochre for Shonielle Sturt painted by Dora Rockman. Photo: CAS
■ Volunteers in the Mission Shop provide a very necessary service to members of the
Kalumburu community in the north of the Kimberley. Joan and
Rick O’Shea, volunteers from Grafton in NSW, with two young
customers, Ildephonse (L) and Brett. Photo: CAS

DESIGN BY RED LOGIC DESIGN, BROOME W.A. 6725

■ Peter Lacey, from Mt Elizabeth Station, central Kimberley
highlands, feeds some brightly coloured peacock friends who
surround him whenever he visits the old Mt Elizabeth
homestead, abandoned now for many years in favour of the
present location. Photo: CAS
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