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Kimberley collage
By Colleen Brennan. Coordinator, Broome Residential College

Alice Shadforth paints of her country,
Derby town. Photo: C Brennan

goannas, birds, and station
country. These drawings were
enlarged and transferred to canvas
panels to make the mural.
The jade blue panels inbetween represent the Broome
ocean and add contrast to the
warm desert colours in the
students’ paintings.
The Wall Mural is made up of
63 canvas boards, joined together
and adhered to plywood making
one large structure using the idea
‘one world – many visions’ as
inspiration. This method was
suitable because we painted in the
dining room and had to watch our
mess!
The students found it
challenging trying to see the big
picture....but they persevered and
turned up each week. The
students feel really good about
having something bold, bright, and
colourful that belongs to them,
hanging in the dining room hall.

Students from across the
Kimberley, and resident in the
Broome Residential College,
have recently completed this
great mural which now hangs in
the College. The students were
encouraged to paint a
recollection of their home using
the theme “my country, my
home, my story”.
They enthusiastically drew
Kimberley moons, rivers in
flood, gorges, Brahman bulls,
men with bush tucker, snakes,
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There is a variety of
gifts but always the
same Spirit;
There are all sorts of
service to be done,
But always to the
same Lord;
Working in all sorts of

Relationships exhibition

different ways in
different people,

The Sisters of St John of
God Relationships
Exhibition, situated at the
‘Old Convent’ in Barker
Street Broome, is now
open for the 2010 season.
This is an excellent
exhibition reflecting life in the Kimberley over the past 100
plus years and is well worth a visit. The Exhibition is open
Monday to Friday from 9am to 1pm and on Saturday 10am
to 12.30pm.
Sadie Prendergast (pictured), along with her husband
and family, recently returned to live in Broome after two
years away. Sadie is the new Administration Assistant at
the Centre. If you have a little spare time you may also
wish to volunteer at the Centre. Sadie would be pleased to
welcome you.

It is the same God
who is working
in all of them.
[1Cor 12:4-6]

Ten steps towards
being witnesses to the Gospel
STEP 2: BE WITNESSES
Working for justice and showing a willingness to reflect deeply on
the meaning of injustice and the causes of oppression
encourages others to examine their lives and values, inspiring
women and men to turn to Christ and to the service of others.
[Australian Catholic Social Justice Council]
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Helicopter Tjungurrayi, a well
known artist from Balgo, who will
travel with others from this east
Kimberley desert community to
attend an exhibition of their
artworks in Japan.
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New deal, new day…
The State Government, represented by WA Attorney General
Christian Porter, and the Yawuru traditional owners have signed off on
two Indigenous Land Use agreements. This hallmark occasion settles
Native Title and compensation issues over an area of land in the
Broome precinct involving some 5000 plus square kilometres.
The agreement gives Yarwuru claimants close to $197M in land and
cash along with 5 ha of extra land at Thangoo for the purposes of
camping.

Mr Patrick Dodson (left) shakes hands with Attorney
General Christian Porter following the signing of the agreement. Photo: J Martin

Since 2006, after the native title determination in favour of the
Yawuru people by Justice Ron Merkel, there have been sometimes ongoing and sometimes stalled negotiations regarding the use of land and
the rights of native title holders in the Broome area and townsite. This
deal is an occasion of outstanding significance ushering in a new day
for Broome and its future.
The package outlined by the agreement will be managed by a
company, Nyamba Buru Yawuru Ltd, chaired by Mr Peter Yu of
Broome.
At the historic signing, Yawuru leader, Mr Patrick Dodson, on
behalf of the Yawuru people, noted that “This agreement is about
delivering autonomy and self determination to the Yawuru people.”
Further, he added, the benefits would be a foundation to provide an
economic base for the Yawuru people.

Editorial

Juvenile justice, an offence
against society
The submission from the Australian Catholic Bishops, signed and
tabled by Bishops Saunders (Broome) and Hurley (Darwin), to the
House of Representatives Standing Committee on Juvenile Justice was
right on the money when it stated that the current bureaucratic models
servicing Indigenous people are a disaster. Quite clearly the
bureaucracy is taken up with the issue of service delivery when really,
as the Bishops noted, the real concern must be about healing and
restoring healthy human relationships.
On-going enquiries and reviews may give the impression of
positive action, but to date they have not improved the plight of
Indigenous youth who are 28 times more likely to be incarcerated than
other groups in Australian society. Sadly, many of these young people
are caught up in an endless cycle of crime, cops, courts and detention
centres. Their prospects of bettering themselves are decidedly poor or
non-existent.
Those found to be the most likely to be caught up in the juvenile
justice system generally share a similar case study profile. They are
from poor families, suffer less than average good health and healthy
lifestyles, were notably malnourished at some time in their childhood,
come from overcrowded houses, have weak literacy and numeracy
skills, have a history of school truancy, are unemployed with poor
prospects of employment, and are exposed to abusive behaviour and
chemical addictions.
It is obvious that if the numbers of juvenile offenders in detention
in the State are to decrease two things have to happen. Firstly, those
social indicators that define the profile of young offenders need to be
urgently addressed and conditions improved. Overcrowded
accommodation, serious chemical addictions, abusive behaviour and
poor health will need to be targeted with specifically designed
campaigns to alter the presently frightful and unacceptable conditions
in which so many people live on a daily basis. Education must
become deliberately relevant and easily available to lower socioeconomic groups, especially during the juvenile years. Literacy and
numeracy skills must be increased among those who find school
irrelevant and incompatible with their disturbed background. The
education revolution needs a broader base line. Only then will
employment opportunities come begging. This is, of course, a long
term strategy.
Secondly, punishment and corrective sentencing by courts must use
other means besides gaol or detention centres. ‘Back to Country’ and
‘cultural immersion’ programs based on Indigenous priorities and lore
will afford greater hopes for change than ever will barbed wire and
barred cells.
The provision of bail houses for Kimberley offenders in the larger
towns and communities would provide a safe environment for those
being processed through the system, but without the negative
influences of detention centres. A greater reliance on supervised
community service orders, delivered by competent service providers
and community based organizations, will do much to assist in lowering
the high instances of incarceration.
The statistics regarding juvenile detention are plainly shameful.
And if they are not changed for the better then as a society we deserve
to be ridiculed as backward and regressive. Such change is possible
and it is needed now. We do not need any more reviews or inquiries.
We know the problems and the challenges. We need to apply ourselves
to the solutions urgently and with diligence.
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Briefly Speaking
CARMEN ORTIZ, arriving in

CHRIS KNAPMAN, from the
Sydney suburb of North Epping,
is already hard at work
preparing for the re-opening of
the Youth Centre at Kalumburu
Mission. Chris is currently our
youngest volunteer, and fills a
position as Pastoral Associate
in Kalumburu, in the far north

the Kimberley from Maroubra,
New South Wales, adds a touch
of multi-culturalism to our
existing team of volunteers, as
Carmen is originally from
Chile! In Carmen’s words,
“Australia has been good to me

Photo: J Grimson

Photo: B Fitzhardinge CFC

BR PETER THRUPP, a
member of the Christian
Brothers, has spent the past 2
years in the Philippines and the
previous 10 years ministering
to street kids in the northern
suburbs of Perth. Br Peter,
now resident in Broome, helps
out at Centacare.

Photo: V Baudry

and I would love to welcome
the opportunity to give
something back to the first
inhabitants of this beautiful
land. ” Carmen has joined our
team at the Mirrilingki
Spirituality Centre in Turkey
Creek/Warmun, East
Kimberley.

EMMA CAVANAGH, from
Perth, has just completed a
degree in Law at the University
of Notre Dame, Fremantle.
Emma was recently in Broome
looking at the possibility of
combining part time legal work
with some volunteer work for
the Diocese.

Photo: J Grimson

of the Kimberley where he
works alongside Sr Mary
Scanlon SGS. Chris is keen to
learn and grow from new
people, and to offer his skills to
the church in need.

Photo: J Grimson

JOHN BODNAR,

Photo: Catholic Mission

MR MARTIN TEULAN is the
Director of Catholic Mission in
Australia and in March he
toured parts of the Kimberley
mission that his agency proudly
supports. Martin also gave an
inservice day, on Mission and
Evangelisation, to the
assembled Priests and
Principals in Broome.

Photo: J Grimson

MATTHEW HILL, in Broome
with his wife Susan and their
children as a family in Mission
with the Catechumenal Way,
has recently been appointed
Campus Minister at the
University of Notre Dame,
Broome Campus.
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from Liverpool in the
south of Sydney, has
joined the Diocese as
a Kimberley Catholic
Volunteer and he is presently at
our Mirrilingki Spirituality
Centre in Warmun. John has
much experience in
volunteering having assisted in
his Parish of All Saints,
Liverpool for many years, and
more recently with the
Daughters of Charity in their
mission in Fiji.

Photo: S Di Maria

TONY TREACY, Principal of
St Mary’s College Broome, was
this year acknowledged as
having spent thirty years in
Catholic Education. Tony has
spent all of those years in
Kimberley schools with the
past twelve at St Mary’s College
and eight of these as Principal.

Vatican Dossier

Christians Must Do More
Than Speak of Christ
Modern
man longs
to see God
VATICAN CITY, MARCH
25, 2010 (Zenit.org)

They might not
realize it, but people
today are asking to see
Christ, and the Church
must respond to their
need, Benedict XVI
says.
The Pope reflected
on hunger for the face
of God in his message
for the 84th World
Mission Day, which will be observed October 24.
The message, on “The Key of the Mission Is the Building of
Ecclesial Communion,” was released today.
“In a multiethnic society that increasingly experiences forms of
worrying loneliness and indifference, Christians must learn to give
signs of hope and to be universal brothers, cultivating the great
ideals that transform history and, without false illusions or useless
fears, be committed to make the planet a home for all peoples,” the
Holy Father wrote.
The Pontiff affirmed how God the Father “calls us to be beloved
children in his Son, the Beloved, and to recognize ourselves all as
brothers in him, Gift of Salvation for humanity divided by discord
and sin, and Revealer of the true face of God.”
“The men of our time,” he said, “perhaps not always consciously,
ask believers not only to ‘speak’ of Jesus, but that they make Jesus
‘be seen’, that they make the Face of the Redeemer shine in every
corner of the earth to the generations of the new millennium, and
especially to the young people of every continent.”
Young people “must perceive that Christians spread the word of
Christ because he is the Truth, because in him they have found
meaning, the truth for their lives,” the Pope declared.
Benedict XVI pointed to the missionary mandate shared by all
the baptized, but said that to fulfill this call, there must be a
“profound personal, community and pastoral conversion.”
He invited believers to see in the missionary vocation a stimulus
for diocesan and parish communities to engage in an “integral
renewal and to open themselves increasingly to missionary
cooperation between the Churches, to promote the proclamation of
the Gospel in the heart of every person, every nation, culture, race,
nationality, in every area.”
Only after an encounter with the Love of God, he said, “can we
live in communion with him and among ourselves, and to give
brothers a credible witness, giving the reason for the hope that is in
us.”
“What the world needs is the love of God, to encounter Christ
and to believe in him,” he affirmed.

Viewpoint
By Bishop Christopher Saunders DD

Walking the pathway of Faith
One of my favourite pieces of scripture is the story from Luke of
the two disciples walking the road to Emmaus. It is a classic postresurrection narrative that offers helpful reflection upon the life of
Christ and the meaning of his rising from the dead. The two walkers
benefit from the company of Jesus the Nazarene, and so do we as we
listen to their summary of the Easter event. It is a neat synopsis of
the resurrection happening that alerts the listener to the essential facts,
everything we need to know to light up for us the pathway of faith in
Christ, Our Lord and Saviour.
The two followers all too easily remind us of ourselves. As they
walk in the company of Jesus nonetheless “they fail to recognize
Him”. In this verse, the honest listener hears a faint echo of his own
imperfection. God is our companion on the journey, but the
distractions of our every day lives blind us to the Sacred Guide who
walks beside us in every circumstance and time. Recognizing the
abiding presence of God in our world, in our lives, can be
challenging, to say the least.
An old woman died recently; her name was Winnie, from the
Community of Warmun. She was in her mid-eighties and was a wellknown character in the remote East Kimberley settlement. At a
young age she had contracted Hansen’s Disease and spent quite some
years at the Derby Leprosarium. She came in contact with the Sisters
of St John of God and, through their example and teaching, she came
to a love for the Lord, developing a deep faith, steadfast and true.
When she was released from the Leprosarium she returned to her
country, on Texas Downs. There she led others in the ways of belief
in Jesus Christ. She introduced all who would listen to the rosary and
to a faith relationship with Jesus’ mother. She happily prayed often,
prayerfully and devotedly. When the priest eventually came to visit
he found there at Texas Downs a community of people enjoying the
first moments of a sound proclamation of the faith.
Winnie recognized the Lord in her life when he appeared in those
dark days under the good care of the Sisters in Derby. When she
could she shared that Grace with others who, in turn, recognized God
in their midst. When the priests came visiting, the community
instantly knew the Lord in the Breaking of the Bread and their eyes
were opened to a new way of living.
Dear Winnie had the kind of missioning faith to which every
Christian can aspire. She was intensely devoted, fearless in her
belief, simple and straightforward in her caring conversations.
Pentecost celebrates not only the descent of the Holy Spirit upon
the apostles but also the birth of the Church, when the disciples set
out with confidence to preach the Good News, to do the work of the
Lord.
Just as Winnie’s faith was born in the joy of the Easter event so it
is lived out in the enthusiasm of the Pentecost transformation. Our
journey in faith began at Baptism in appreciation of the Grace of the
risen Lord, the Easter revelation, and lives on, please God, in our
Pentecost Confirmation where we serve the Lord, empowered as we
are by the Holy Spirit.
Having the faith is one thing. Being prepared to share it
enthusiastically with others is another.
We need to pray for the courage of the apostles after they were
blessed at Pentecost that we too might lead others to recognize the
Lord who is ever present with us in our journey to new life.
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

A message of peace for
us and the earth
Late last year in Copenhagen, world leaders desperately tried to
come up with a solution to the perceived threat of climate change
brought about by human activity. An agreement was reached, but it
disappointed many who are deeply concerned that our lifestyle could
irrevocably damage the earth’s climate and the system that supports
life on this planet.
Since then, Australian politics seem to have moved away from a
bipartisan position on climate change. Indeed, the whole debate about
human activity and climate has become divisive, bitter and confusing.
If you’re not a climate scientist, you might be entitled to ask whom to
believe among the conflicting claims and often personal attacks.
In the midst of this conflict, a message of peace sounds like
something we need. In fact, the Pope’s World Day of Peace Message
for this year, I suggest, reminds us of another perspective on our
environment and the way humanity is treating it.
The theme of this year’s Message is: If you want to cultivate
peace, protect creation. Its message is that preserving the integrity of
creation is essential if humanity is to live together peacefully. Pope
Benedict describes climate change as a reality, but it is not the only
reality that poses a threat to our world. Among many other issues are
‘desertification, the deterioration and loss of productivity in vast
agricultural areas, the pollution of rivers and aquifers, the loss of
biodiversity, the increase of natural catastrophes and the deforestation
of equatorial and tropical regions’. Australians will know many of
these problems – increasing salinity in soils and waterways,
endangerment and loss of species and the unsustainable demands on
our river systems, to name only a few.
Pope Benedict’s message also demands that we think about the
justification for the huge pressures we place on our own environment.
For him – and for many popes before him – ‘development’ is not
simply an economic concept but one that takes into account every
aspect of human life. Individuals and societies haven’t ‘developed’ just
because they have accumulated more or consumed more.
There is yet another moral issue. ‘The goods of creation’, the Pope
says, ‘belong to humanity as a whole. Yet the current pace of
environmental exploitation is seriously endangering the supply of
certain natural resources not only for the present generation, but above
all for generations yet to come.’ The riches from the earth and the sea
are not solely ours to take and use.

Saint News

St. Rita of
Cascia
Feastday: May 22

Augustiniannun, also
called Margarita. She was
born in Roccaporena, near
Spoleto, Italy, in 1381,
and expressed from an
early age the desire to
become a nun. Her
elderly parents insisted
that she be married at the
age of twelve to a man described in
accounts of her life as cruel and harsh. She spent eighteen
extremely unhappy years, had two sons, and was finally widowed
when her husband was killed in a brawl. Both sons also died, and
Rita, still anxious to become a nun, tried unsuccessfully to enter
the Augustinians in their convent at Cascia. She was at first
refused. Finally, in 1413, the order gave her entry, and she earned
fame for her austerity, devotion to prayer, and charity.
In the midst of chronic illnesses, she received visions and
wounds on her forehead which resembled the crown of thorns. She
died on 22 May 1457 at Cascia, and many miracles were reported
instantly. Canonized in 1900, she is honored in Spain as La Santa
de los Impossibles, patron saint of hopeless causes.

PLEASE REMEMBER
THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH OF THE
KIMBERLEY
IN YOUR WILL
A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Broome for the religious, educational and
charitable works of the Church allows funds to be
applied where the need is greatest.
❑

❑

❑

So whether or not human activity is causing climate change, the
matter does not end there. We still have to devise a just way of living
on the earth – one that does not demand an infinite supply of energy
and does not drain the water from rivers and the nourishment
from the soil. A sensible way of limiting our output of
greenhouse gas, for example, will help to do more than
simply dealing with climate change.
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I would like more information
about remembering the
Church in my will.
I have already included the
Church in my will and wish to
have this noted.
I would like to be contacted for a
confidential talk about my will,
or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Please mail
coupon to:
The Finance Officer,
Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76,
Broome WA 6725
Tel: (08) 9192 1060
or
Fax: (08) 9192 2136

Name:__________________________________________________________________
Address:

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

ABN 37 040 099 127

New Cathedral mover
and shaker…
Sr Jill O’Brien SGS has been given carriage of the new Cathedral
project as it enters its second stage of development. Armed with a brief
for the new important building that will be at the heart of the Diocese of
the Kimberley, Sr Jill will assist in the process of choosing a site and
choosing an architect. Her job will be to enable a broad consultation
regarding the
question of where
the Cathedral
might best be built
to serve the needs
of sacred space
for the Church in
the post Vatican II
era.
Choosing an
architect is most
important because
in the words of
one renowned
Australian
architect, “Bishop
Saunders… the
Cathedral must
not be just a
building, it is a
prayer, and the
prayer it must be
is the prayer of
the people of the
Kimberley.”

Caritas Kimberley
www.caritas.com.au

Compassion and
hope in El Salvador
In response to El Salvador’s
growing HIV/AIDS pandemic,
Caritas Australia is supporting
CONTRASIDA to run a
Preventive Education and
Accompaniment Program that
aims to halt the spread of the
disease and support those living
with and affected by it.
CONTRASIDA program
participant, Teresa, is one of
thousands in El Salvador whose
life has been complicated by
HIV: both she and her youngest
of four sons are HIV positive.
The program’s weekly clinic
in one of San Salvador’s slums
provides medical and
psychological care, as well as
pastoral accompaniment of
people living with HIV and their
families.

Sr Jill O’Brien SGS in the grounds of the existing Cathedral. Photo: J Grimson

Putting safety first

Photo: Caritas

Photo: L Short

Four wheel driving can be quite a challenge in the Kimberley and
newly arrived priests, Fr Raphael Koppula (left), Fr Jes Katru (centre)
and Fr Antony Savarimuthu (right), received a handy lesson on how to
safely use a kangaroo jack while visiting La Grange Parish prior to
taking up their parish appointments in the East Kimberley.

In addition to medical
services, the program offers
holistic support including
counselling, nutrition
supplements and school
assistance for people living with
and affected by HIV/AIDS.
As part of the program
volunteers are trained to conduct
community workshops and make
fortnightly home visits while
self-help groups are formed to
build relationships between those
affected by HIV/AIDS, often

isolated by their illness. These
groups receive training in human
rights, how to access the health
system, laws that protect people
living with HIV/AIDS and legal
aid when violations occur.
As many of the program’s
participants are unable to do
strenuous work due to poor
health, staff and volunteers
support them to establish small
businesses.
“I sew for a living with the
electric sewing machine,” Teresa
explains. “I make the aprons that
tradeswomen wear at market,
with a zip pocket to keep their
money safe. My mother sells the
aprons and I pay her something
for her work.”
Whereas Teresa was very
reserved when she joined the
program, her
self esteem
has now
grown. With
improved
health and
confidence,
Teresa now
sees a future
for her
family: “My
hope is to see
my sons
grow, to see
them finish
their studies,
have a paying
job, and earn enough for their
own clothing and food.”
With your support Caritas
Australia is working with
communities to overcome cycles
of extreme poverty. Your
donation to Caritas Australia’s
Project Compassion helps ensure
that this work continues.
Send donations to Caritas Kimberley,
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725 or
donate online at:
www.caritas.org.au/source/
Donation/
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Notre Dame Kimberley
By Matthew Hill, Campus Minister

The Church: A place of Reconciliation
When I was asked to write about reconciliation, my first reaction
was that I’m the wrong bloke. I’m a Melbourne boy, brought up in
the suburbs during the 80’s, who had never seen an Aboriginal person.
The closest I got to the issues, both social and political, was seeing
Midnight Oil at the Palais in St Kilda in 1987. Peter Garret, the lyrics
and music of the ‘Oils’ certainly made the issues come to light in my
mind but, to be frank, it didn’t get much further than that. I’ve been in
Broome for just over 12 months, no time at all to understand the
complex issues and struggles that are present today for Indigenous
people, let alone to comment on them. So I ask myself, what can I say
about reconciliation? I think it is worth noting the words of Pope
Benedict XVI when addressing the new Australian ambassador to the
Holy See, Tim Fischer, early last year:
Mr Ambassador, cultural diversity brings much richness to the
social fabric of Australia today. For decades that collage was
tarnished by the injustices so painfully endured by the Indigenous
Peoples. Through the apology offered last year by Prime Minister
Rudd, a profound change of heart has been affirmed. Now, renewed in
the spirit of reconciliation, both government agencies and Aboriginal
elders can address with resolution and compassion the plethora of
challenges that lie ahead.
As you read this, you might be at either end of the scale as to how
far these challenges are being addressed. However, in my short time
here, I’ve seen a glimpse of a people united, not divided. There is a
group of us in the Church, only a few and perhaps seemingly
insignificant, but in this group the
leader, the one responsible for
organizing the liturgies and

practicalities, is an Aboriginal man. Does he do this because he is
Aboriginal? No, he does it because it is his gift, his charism. The one
who leads the music is non-Indigenous. Does he do this because he is
non-Indigenous? Not at all. He does it because he sings and plays
well; this is how he serves. In this Indigenous and non-Indigenous
Church context, it is the spirit that makes us human, and gives the
possibility to make us one people who can forgive and be forgiven.
The Church is a place of starting again in truth and honesty, a place of
reconciliation, with God and with each other. It is from this foundation
that we can have the courage to face the tragic events that happened in
Australia’s not so distant past, accept them and the terrible
consequences that they have brought and move forward.
This University is founded on solid principles of the Catholic faith,
challenging enough today, but the Broome Campus has the additional
challenge of being a centre for reconciliation. As the new Campus
Minister, I reflect on Pope John Paul II’s address to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people gathered in Alice Springs in 1986:
The Church herself in Australia will not be fully the Church that
Jesus wants her to be until you have made your contribution to her life
and until that contribution to her life has been joyfully received.
So I tremble with the challenges that are in front of me, but am
consoled in the faith that everyone I meet, whether Indigenous or nonIndigenous, from Melbourne, Balgo or Broome has gifts, a spirit and a
dignity as a person.
Matthew Hill is the Campus Minister at the University of Notre Dame,
Broome Campus. He lives in Broome as a family in mission with his wife
Susan and their eight children.

Kimberley Volunteers
Since the beginning of 2010 there are four new
additions to the Diocesan Kimberley Catholic
Volunteer team. These are Marion Whitbread,
Chris Knapman, Carmen Ortiz and John Bodnar.
Marion features in our Easter edition of the
Kimberley Community Profile magazine, and you
can read more about Chris, Carmen and John in
“Briefly Speaking” of this edition of the
magazine.
Recently, in true volunteering spirit, Helen
and Laurie Short, the volunteers currently based
at La Grange- Bidyadanga Parish, packed their
bags at very short notice, jumped into their trusty
Hilux, and headed out east to the Mirrilingki
Spirituality Centre for two weeks. Their
generosity in accepting this upheaval to their
With a few hours to spare in Broome on their return
from Mirrilingki, Helen and Laurie were hard at work preparing the KCP for mailing out to subscribers. True
lives is inspirational.
Helen and Laurie assisted with the first Drug volunteering! Photo: J Grimson
and Alcohol Program for 2010. These programs
volunteer, Carmen Ortiz, recently arrived from Maroubra, Sydney.
are run three times a year, and during the programs, the guests require
As usual, the volunteers continue to give life to the Church in the
full board, so Laurie and Helen had lots of cooking to do. They joined
Kimberley as they have done for nearly sixty years.
the team already in place at Mirrilingki, which consists of Tomasz and
Our gratitude for their contribution is boundless.
Anna Stephan, along with baby Jacob, Joan McPherson, and our latest
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Meeting for a Mission
Moment…
On Wednesday 24 March the Priests and Principals of Kimberley
Catholic Schools met at Notre Dame University for their annual
gathering. The meeting is convened by the Bishop of Broome,
Christopher Saunders, and the Catholic Education Office, which this
year was represented by Ms Deborah Sayce of the Perth Office. The
topic was “The Matter of Mission and Evangelization”, presented by the
Director of Catholic Mission in Australia, Mr Martin Teulan. Using
powerpoint technology and films produced by Catholic Mission, Mr
Teulan provoked a helpful discussion of mission in the modern context
and the challenges we face in our task of evangelization in present day
Kimberley.
Central to Mr Teulan’s presentation was his account of a missionminded parish where everyone is a minister. He spoke of one parish
that has twenty four ministries devised to better service the faith
community and build true

Bishop Saunders
thanks Martin with a small gift. Photo: M Hill

communion among the members. Each parishioner is asked to commit
their life to Christ, pray daily, learn to know the scriptures, become
familiar with Church tradition, join a small group in the parish, give
generously, share the faith in one way or another with others, reach out
to those in need. Singularly and collectively this parish community is
moving consciously towards a deeper personal relationship with God.
The strategy is to involve people closely with the dynamics of the parish
that give life and nourish faith. “Faith, it is said, is transmitted at a
distance no greater than three metres”.
One priest described the gathering as “…the best yet. The most
helpful and positive gathering of clergy and principals to date.” A
Kimberley principal remarked that “…there was a positive energy for
change among those present. We heard that mission means change and
without a doubt this was a mission moment. I’m glad I was there.”
Another person who attended commented on the commitment for all to
meet again as a group later in the year to help create a way forward as
Church: “The development of a pastoral strategy for the Parish and
then the Diocese will be such a help enabling us to gauge our progress
and keep us focused on Mission.”
Bishop Saunders said he was deeply impressed by the positive and
creative energy at the conference. He added, “I am very, very grateful
to Martin Teulan, for his hard work and for his ability to keep the topic
vibrant and engaging while evoking an enthusiastic participation from
all those who made the day overwhelmingly worthwhile.”

KIMBERLEY CHURCH
LOGO CAPS
Please send me ____ caps @ $12.00 (inclusive of postage and GST)
(Please indicate number and type of cap required).

❏ Black cap with red trim

❏ Plain black (no trim)

❏ Plain dark blue (no trim)
Cheque for $__________ enclosed.
Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Telephone : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Please forward this form to:
The Diocese of Broome, PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Ph: (08) 9192 1060 Fax: (08) 9192 2136

The caps are also available from the Diocesan Office
at 13 Barker Street, Broome.
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Catholic Mission

Kimberley Wild

www.catholicmission.org.au

Australian Bustard

Keeping people alive –
Mission in Zambia
Daily in the remote Kasanka region of northern Zambia an
Australian, Sister Marie Bourke, and two Nigerian sisters, Rogita and
Anna, reach out to 90 villages giving life to over a thousand people
like this father and his children, who are infected or in some way
affected by HIV/AIDS.
The sisters’ faith takes them into homes of people who have
banded together in love to help each other survive and live. In a region
where 1 in 5 people
are infected by the
devastating virus, and
where there are few
services to help, life
is precarious. The
work is often heartwrenching, but
amidst the struggle
there is also great
hope.
The sisters help
people maintain
health so they can
live productive lives
and care for their
families. Secondary
infections need to
be treated urgently
so they do not
become lifethreatening.
Sr Anna visits a father and his sons.
Tuberculosis and
Photo: Catholic Mission
malaria are
common. People receive help to stick to the strict antiretroviral (ARV)
medication regiment, supported by general health care and nutrition
supplements. Fishing and farming programs help provide locals with a
livelihood. More than 90 volunteer community care givers have come
forward in the villages to help cook, clean, draw water, wash clothes,
bathe patients and educate families and relatives. The program is open
to everyone in need and everyone who wishes to be a care giver,
without discrimination.
“We’re keeping people alive. We try to witness to people that they
matter,” says Sr Marie, a Franciscan Missionary of the Divine
Motherhood who grew up in Melbourne and Nathalia, regional
Victoria.
Through home-based, clinical and palliative care, the sisters have
helped to reduce the mortality rate dramatically, especially for children.
Catholic Mission continues to reach out and provide life-giving
support to hundreds of thousands of people most in need in over 160
countries and more than 1000 dioceses. This is the gift of faith, hope
and love that you can provide today.
You can support the work of Catholic Mission in Zambia, around
the world and here in Australia. Send donations to Catholic Mission,
PO Box 1668, North Sydney NSW 2059. Phone 1800 257 296
Donate online and find out more at www.catholicmission.org.au

10 KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE MAY 2010

Ardeotis Australia

The Bush Turkey or Bustard is a large bird that is best described
as ungainly in take-off, graceful in flight, and fast walking over the
ground. It ranges throughout most of the Kimberley in wooded
plains and in open grassland.
Aptly suited for camouflage with their black, white and mottled
brown feathers, the male bird may sport a wingspan of 2.3 metres
and can weigh up to 8kgs. The female grows to a height of no more
than 80cm and at maturity may weigh 3.2kgs.
Bush Turkeys eat a variety of insects increasing noticeably in
weight at the end of the wet and in the time of grass hopper plagues.
They also eat grass seeds, small rodents and lizards and certain
native fruits.
A characteristic of the Bush Turkey is the attention the male
gives to growing chicks (usually two) offering them protection and
company for quite some time after hatching.

Kimberley Kitchen

Pumpkin Scones
Liam Mackle has been
maintaining the grounds at
the University of Notre
Dame Broome for the last
3 years. Liam has a
reputation around the Uni
as a “Master Chef”
especially when it comes
to pancake mornings for
students and staff. “Notre
Dame is a challenging
environment with always
plenty of work going but
working with such a great
bunch of people makes it
really worthwhile,” says
Liam.
Liam’s scone recipe is
a family treasure handed
down from his mum and
has always been one of
his favourite treats. Great
to enjoy now the cooler
weather is here!

Justice Matters
By Shane Wood cfc

How does your garden grow?
GM and Western Australia
In early March the Barnett Government announced the end of the
ban on the growing of genetically modified (GM) crops in Western
Australia when it approved the use of GM canola seeds. The
Minister for Agriculture, Terry Redmond, told some of the angry
farmers and others who protested outside Parliament House that there
would be no change of mind on this, despite the fact that more than
half the shires in the Minister’s own electorate have declared
themselves GM free.

Photo: M Hill

Ingredients

2 ozs butter
1/2 cup sugar
1 egg
1 cup cold cooked, mashed butternut pumpkin, (important - very
well drained!)
2 cups self raising flour
Method

Cream butter and sugar
Add egg, pumpkin and sifted flour, (may need a little more flour if
too sloppy)
Pat into mound and use a small glass as a mould to cut out
Put on papered tray
Bake in hot oven for approximately 15 minutes, until slightly brown
on top.

This is not just a local issue of course, and the move to GM crops
has caused a great deal of controversy in other parts of the world.
There are fears about the ability of farmers who want to grow
conventional crops to have them remain uncontaminated while there
are GM crops nearby. There are fears that the rest of the world will
not want to buy GM crops when they are untried and untested in
relation to long-term health impacts. There are fears about the loss of
market share when the ‘clean and green’ image of West Australian
agriculture is lost. There are fears that, without any requirement to
clearly label products as GM or GM-free, consumers will have no
choice about remaining free from GM products. There are fears that
over time, GM crops will cost more to produce. All of these fears are
based not just in emotion or resistance to change, but in overseas
experience and scientific investigation.
Conspiracy theories abound
There are fears that the
about moves towards a World
rest of the world will not
Government and potential
takeovers of the international
want to buy GM crops
financial system. Nevertheless,
when they are untried
there are some signs that we ought
and untested in relation
to be wary of any ‘system’ that
becomes so powerful, so large, or to long-term health
so ‘essential’ that neither
impacts.
individual governments nor
international organizations (such as
the United Nations) can do anything about its regulation. Such are
the concerns of some about the control of the world’s food supply by
a very small number of multinational biotech companies, such as
Monsanto (US), DuPont (US) and Syngenta (Switzerland). These
three companies, for example, are believed to control 65% of the
proprietary maize seed market. As Henry Kissinger said in 1970,
“Control oil and you control nations; control food and you control the
people.” Is this about to become a reality?
Bill Engdahl, in his most recent book, Seeds of Destruction: The
Hidden Agenda of Genetic Manipulation, seems to think so. He
makes a compelling case for deliberate planned “spread and
proliferation of GMO . . . with the aim of the ultimate control over
future life on the planet.” Fanciful fear-mongering, or a careful
documenting of the GM food project? Are we being caught up in
something bigger than we realize? I guess time will tell; but,
if we wait for the final answer to be revealed before we act
on our well-founded fears, it might be too late to turn back.
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Project Compassion Caritas
Parishes and Schools across the
Diocese of Broome have once again
found a variety of means for raising
funds for Caritas through Project
Compassion. Final figures are not
yet available but early indications
are that it has been a very
successful campaign with targets
being met if not exceeded. Funds will
be forwarded to Caritas Australia to assist
victims of the Haiti earthquake of earlier
this year. Your donations through Project
Compassion are greatly appreciated and
Caritas Kimberley thanks you.

Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral Parish
supported Project Compassion by hosting breakfast (above) on each Sunday of Lent.
Another fund raising occasion was a fish and rice supper. Giving to Project Compassion is
a clear commitment to serve the needs of others.
Photo: Sheridan

Above: Enjoying the company of others and the good food at the supper are Parishioners,
Francis Chi (L) and Liz Davie (R) along with visitor, Alex Karas. Photo: J Grimson

Above: La Grange-Bidyadanga hosted
a sausage sizzle as a means of raising awareness of Caritas and raising funds for
Project Compassion. Parish volunteer Helen Short with one of her satisfied
customers, Clayton Brolga. Photo: L Short
Right: At the recent Open Day at Warlawurru Catholic School, Red Hill, Halls Creek,
parents helped raise money for Caritas by participating in a sausage
sizzle. Students organised and took part in a disco, paying an entry fee
to dance away to some great tunes.
Pictured, students Levi Ross and Keenan Watson rapping.
Photo: D Savoia

KALUMBURU MISSION EASTER RAFFLE RESULTS
Congratulations to the winners and
thanks to all those who supported the
raffle and Project Compassion.

Ist prize – Veronica Roberts
2nd prize – William Unghango
3rd prize – Simone Oxtoby
4th prize – Simone Oxtoby
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Project Compassion Caritas

ABOVE: Students at St Joseph’s Catholic School Kununurra really got into the spirit
of giving when almost all children ordered a special fish ‘n’ chip meal for lunch with
$2 from each order going straight into Caritas’ Project Compassion appeal. Just
under $300 was raised with a record number of lunch orders keeping the ladies in
the canteen very very busy.
Pictured, enjoying their fish burger and chips, are (L-R) Uriah, Nate, Mandy,
Chantelle and Quanisha.

RIGHT: Students of Sacred Heart School in Beagle Bay, Dampier Peninsula, got
into the spirit of St Patricks Day with a “GREEN” free dress day as part of their
Caritas fundraising.
Students from Year 6/7 collected a total of $52.60 which will be added to the funds
already raised. The school also sold ice cream, ice cups and had a Movie Night
and a Disco and raising a significant amount for Caritas and Project Compassion.
Pictured Zyhannah Bin Jalil and Fidalas Augustine collecting for Caritas.
Photo: D Wilkinson

Bishop’s Advisory Council for Catholic Education
in the Kimberley
In early 2010, members of the Council
visited the Broome Residential College to
familiarise themselves with its organisation
and procedures as well as the environs. This
was followed by a visit to St Mary’s College,
where the Council was given a guided tour
of its education facilities. Provision and
development of Catholic secondary education
is vital for the future of students in the
Kimberley, especially those from the desert
regions, and is one of the key areas the
Council is considering at this time.
Members of the Council, from left, Sr Anne Porter
RSJ, Prof Lyn Henderson-Yates, Mrs Leonie Kelly, Sr
Alma Cabassi RSJ, Sr Pat Rhatigan SSJG and Mrs
Mary Retel.
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Yesteryear Images from our past

Year of the Priest

Fr Matthew Digges
Administrator, Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral Parish, Broome

Nineteen years ago I was ordained a priest, after seven years of
preparation and study. Now and then I wonder why I set off on this
wonderfully exhilarating, sometimes exasperating but ultimately
fulfilling life.

Fr Matthew signs Elizabeth Puertollano at an Ash Wednesday celebration.
Photo: F Chi
The then, Father Christopher Saunders (R), ordained in 1976 and representing the
Diocese of Broome, congratulates newly ordained Father Paul Boyers on
1 September 1979 in Wagga Wagga NSW. Photo: Archives Diocese of Broome

YEAR
FOR

PRIESTS

JUNE 2009 – JUNE 2010

The Priest
To live in the midst of the
world without wishing its
pleasures;
To be a member of
every family, yet
belonging to none;
To share all sufferings, to penetrate all
secrets, share all wounds;
To go from humankind to God,
and offer their prayers;
To return to humankind, and bring
pardon and hope;
To have a heart of fire for charity,
and a heart of bronze for chastity.
To teach and to pardon, console and bless always.
My God, what a life! And it is yours,
O priest of Jesus Christ!
Lacordaire
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Recently, in the middle of this wondering I was called to the
hospital to give the last rites. I had known the woman for many
years. She was younger than me but had suffered more, was tired
and ready for whatever God had in store. In the desert parish where
I had been the priest she was a leader who radiated the hope of God
in the midst of highly dysfunctional surroundings. Always in danger
of being swallowed by the dysfunction, she had an inner freedom
that chose hope and faith above despair and doubt, a freedom that
could not be taken away. Yearning for that freedom keeps me in the
priesthood.
On Good Friday, with a multitude of others around the world, I
knelt and kissed the Cross. Each year I kneel not because it is what
everybody does, but because it is real. Christianity, and the
priesthood in particular, are about freedom. I freely choose to be a
priest; I freely choose to witness to the Gospel in this radical way.
In the middle of a world that regards lifetime commitment as
unattainable and celibacy as weird, I choose to follow the example of
Jesus, whose inner freedom allowed him to live, die and rise to new
life. I freely choose, yet am acutely aware of my own weaknesses
and sin of how I fail at living the Christian ideal that I preach. So
Good Friday makes sense to me. I kneel to remind myself that
dependence on God and sacrifice for others makes real sense in this
world.
Recently in Melbourne there was a conference of atheists, of
people who say there is no God. The mind boggles at people
celebrating the belief that their life has no ultimate meaning! On the
contrary, in being a Christian my life has meaning, it has strength
and focus. Being a priest reminds me of this each and every day.
The experience of being a part of the joys and struggles of people’s
lives, of the raw emotions surrounding death and birth, the terror of
violence and despair of suicide are brought into focus by the
consolation and reality of Christian faith, witness and hope. That is
the life of a Kimberley priest; it is my life and I thank God for
allowing me to live it here.

Death of a Social Justice champion:
Rosemary Goldie (1916-2010)
By Michael Costigan

I knew the legendary
Rosemary Goldie for almost sixty
years. In writing my original
tribute to her (Catholic Weekly,
14 March 2010), I called her a
champion of the Catholic laity.
I could just as easily have
described this great Australian
Catholic woman, who died in
Sydney on 27 February at 94,
as a champion of social justice.
Rosemary is best remembered
for her great knowledge of and
contribution to the lay apostolate
over more than seventy years,
fifty of which (1952-2002) were
spent as a Church official and
teacher in Rome. But an analysis
of her thinking, writing and
achievements shows that the
promotion of justice and peace
was always high among her
priorities.
This small, dynamic woman
took seriously the numerous calls
by popes and other Church leaders
for a well formed laity to be at the
front line in applying the
principles of Catholic Social
Teaching to the problems of the
world arising from poverty,
disadvantage and discrimination.
The theme of lay
responsibility in this area was
prominent in the three
international lay apostolate
congresses which Rosemary
helped to organise (in 1951, 1957
and 1967) and in the numerous

other gatherings that she attended
in Rome and elsewhere, like the
assembly of the World Council of
Churches in Canberra in 1991.
It was also a feature of the
work she did before, during and
after the Second Vatican Council,
in connection with major
documents like the Pastoral
Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World and the Decree on
the Laity.
Two landmarks in Goldie’s
career in Rome were her
appointment in 1964 as one of the
first women auditors at Vatican II
and her nomination as the first
woman in history to occupy such
a high level Roman Curia position
as Under-Secretary of the
Pontifical Council of the Laity.
She was not merely an
observer at the Council. She was a
contributor. And her work over a
number of years as an UnderSecretary in the Curia was highly
effective in both obvious and
hidden ways.
The same is true of
Rosemary’s time as a Professor at
the Pontifical Lateran University,
where she was a friend and ally of
Monsignor (later Cardinal) Pietro
Pavan, who had been the main
drafter of Pope John XXIII’s
historic encyclical Pacem in
Terris. She translated into English
a book summarising the key
elements of Pavan’s socio-

economic-political
thought.
Throughout her
life, Rosemary was
associated with and
in some cases a
friend of many
other leading
Church figures,
including six
popes.
While her
main ministry in
the Church was
global, she also
made significant
but partly
Rosemary Goldie presenting Pope John Paul II
forgotten
with a copy of her book, From a Roman window. Cardinal
contributions to
Cassidy looks on. Photo: Catholic Weekly
the Church in
Australia, as a
member of the
chapel of the Little Sisters, led by
Grail and as a promoter of the
her friend from Roman days,
university apostolate through Pax
Monsignor William Mullins, were
Romana.
three Cardinals, the Apostolic
After returning to Australia
Nuncio to Australia, three other
early in 2002, Rosemary retired to
Bishops and several priests,
the Little Sisters of the Poor in
including the General Secretary of
Randwick, where her humility and
the Bishops Conference, Father
tranquil acceptance of increasing
Brian Lucas. Another old friend,
frailty edified everyone there. One
Father Edmund Campion, gave
of her final semi-public
the eulogy with characteristic
appearances was as a guest speaker precision and eloquence. A
at a meeting of the Australian
personal message from Pope
Catholic Social Justice Council in
Benedict, who had visited
North Sydney late in 2003.
Rosemary in 2008 during World
Among the concelebrants of
Youth Day, was read. The burial
Rosemary Goldie’s Requiem Mass was in the Eastern Suburbs
on 5 March in the Randwick
Cemetery.

Pilgrim Cross
The Kimberley Diocesan Youth Pilgrims Cross has been blessed
and commissioned at the Cathedral in Broome. Made from Oregon
pine with stainless steel metal finishing on the edges, the cross is a
very beautiful piece of art made by Mr George Allingham of Perth.
Bishop Saunders has expressed his gratitude to Mr Allingham for
his labour of love and similarly to Mr Denis Cullity whose
generosity and handling of the project brought the notion of a
Kimberley Youth Cross to fulfilment. The cross will begin its
journey around the Kimberley in July. Seen here, in the Cathedral,
are (from left) Lloyd Reidy, Bridie Eggleton, Simon Hill, Fr
Matthew Digges (Administrator of the Cathedral Parish) and
Emma Sibosado.
Photo: J Grimson
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Obituary

Eulogy delivered by Paul Woodward

Judith Ann Woodward
Born: 20 September 1932

Entered eternal life: 16 February 2010

Judith Ann Woodward was born in Sydney at Randwick, on the
20th September 1932, the first child to Emily Clare Tunney (Goody)
and John Vincent Woodward, who later had two other daughters, Janet
and Jacqueline, before their mother died in February 1937. Her father
remarried in October 1939 to Norah Carmel O’Farrell, with whom he
had two more children, Paul and Frances, and whom Judy always
considered her second mother.
She attended school at the Brigidine Convent Randwick and her
final year was spent at the Novitiate of the Daughters of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart in Kensington where she gained her Intermediate
Certificate. She did not join the Order and left to work at the MLC
Insurance Company at North Sydney. By this time the family had
moved from Randwick to The Boulevard in Strathfield, where they
lived just down the road from the Pallotine Novitiate.
Being in close contact with the Pallotine priests who were often at
the family home it was no surprise that Judy went off for two years as
a lay missionary at the Pallotine mission at LaGrange. On her return to
Sydney she returned to the MLC, but it was not long before she went
to India and spent two years in a disabled children’s orphanage at
Nagpur. Conditions there were terrible and she returned home with
very bad cellulitis caused by her poor diet while in India. But she was
strong and recovered and went back to work, this time for the ALP.
In early 1971 Judy came again to Western Australia to return to the
Pallotine Missions in the Kimberley. She first spent some time in
Derby, but was soon sent to Balgo Hills Mission with Fr Hevern and
Fr Peile. There she spent close to ten years, most of the time living in
a caravan, but she never complained, and although she got air sick in
small planes would often fly with Bishop Jobst to Broome or Derby or
wherever there was a lay missionary meeting.
Judy was at Balgo Hills in 1973 when her father died (and it was a
challenge to get news of his death to her). The only means of

Sr Maris Stella Conlon

communication with Balgo in those
days was the Royal Flying Doctor
Service, but they were closed.
However her brother finally got in
touch with Fr Lorenz, the Parish
Priest of Derby, who went up to the
RFDS Base and got them to open
up the radio to get a message out to
Judy at Balgo. She got a lift in a
truck going to Alice Springs and
then flew to Sydney. When the
Pallotines were winding down
Balgo Hills Judy was moved into
Broome where she looked after
young Aboriginal girls who had
come from the mission stations and small communities to attend high
school at the Catholic College.
A couple of years later Bishop Jobst gave her the task of looking
after a house he had near the church for visiting priests and religious.
In 1996 she moved to Perth and obtained Villa 14B in the R.F.
Prendiville Village at North Perth. Being next to the Monastery at
North Perth was her delight and she was quickly made part of the
Redemptorist Monastery community, where she was both a Special
Minister and reader.
She was a member of the St Vincent de Paul and the Legion of
Mary. Hers was the happy face at the Allendale Square Chapel, and
for many years, rain, hail or shine, she would walk every Sunday
afternoon to St Mary’s High Gate for her Eucharistic Adoration.
In the later half of 2008, Judy was obviously unwell. She was
losing weight and not eating or drinking much. She finally had to give
up her unit at North Perth in March 2009 and after some time in the
hospital entered St Francis Hostel at Gwelup in May 2009. There she
remained until her death.
May she rest in peace.

Born: 29 June 1916 Entered eternal life: 9 March 2010

Sr Maris Stella (pictured) with one of
the children in her care. Photo: Courtesy
SSJG Heritage and Archive Centre

Sr Maris Stella Conlon entered
religious life with the Sisters of St
John of God in Wexford, Ireland
during World War II and so had to
wait a few years before being able
to obtain sea passage to Australia.
She nursed in Subiaco for ten
years and then, hearing about the
needs of people at Bungarun
(Leprosarium), she volunteered for
this work, arriving in Derby in
December 1953. Thus began
twenty years of nursing and social
ministry through the most
productive years of her life.
Many people from throughout
the Kimberley may remember
Maris Stella from her nursing days
at Bungarun. She was also known
for her dedication and skill in

became a regular visitor to the
Derby Reserve and many homes
around the town. In addition she
visited Mowanjum and Looma
regularly, as well as alternate
weekly trips to Koolan and
Cockatoo Islands. She also visited
a number of smaller communities.
Maris Stella did not confine
herself to mothers and babies, but
tended to everyone with whom she
came in contact. There is no doubt
that Maris Stella lived by the
conviction that if we are fully
present to each encounter we have
with others – irrespective of creed
or cultural differences – and we
respond wholeheartedly, people
will experience the face of Jesus.
During her Kimberley time

nursing many sick babies who
would arrive at Derby Native
Hospital extremely ill. She was a
lady of slight stature but fierce
determination and nothing was too
much trouble for the mothers and
babies. Conditions in the Nissan
hut wards, which were boiling in
summer and allowed the rain to
pour in during the wet, were
anything but ideal for nursing.
Equipment was limited and
medical supplies sparse.
Maris Stella was a social
leader of her time when in 1964
she took up the inaugural position
of Infant Health Sister in Derby.
This placed her out in the
community in contact with
families. Over the years she
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Maris Stella also did relief health
work in Balgo, Broome and
Beagle Bay.
Although she spent only
twenty years in the Kimberley Sr
Maris Stella, who died peacefully
in Subiaco on March 9, will be
lovingly remembered by many
families.
May she rest in peace.

Parish News
Balgo

La Grange-Bidyadanga

Tokyo bound

At La Grange-Bidyadanga Parish of St John the Baptist, Church
Leaders, Rosie Munro (left) Kathleen Badal (centre) and Margaret Toby
(right), raised their hands in prayer over Fr Antony, giving thanks for his
presence with them during the absence of Parish Priest Fr Bernard
Amah who was on leave early this year.

Balgo Art has a reputation for
excellence and is much sought
after by collectors throughout the
world. Therefore it is no surprise
that yet again Kimberley artists
travelled overseas for an
exhibition. Helicopter, Graham
Gordon, Howard McLarty,
Ronald Mosquito, Imelda
Gugaman and Miriam Baadjo,
from Balgo, went to Tokyo in
April accompanied by staff from
the Warlayirti Art Centre. The
exhibition is called “Ingalimpa
Artwork by Helicopter
Tjuntu” – Singing Songs, ‘We
(Private Collection)
sing the country and that’s how
we find the way’. The exhibition is being held in Shibuya in Tokyo, a
joint enterprise by Warlayirti Artists, ReDot Gallery in Singapore and
Audi Japan. It began on April 20th at the Iceberg building.

Photo: L Short

Broome

Photo: J Grimson

Back row, from left, Miriam Baadjo, Ronald Mosquito, Graham Gordon,and
Imelda Gugaman, and in front, Helicopter Tjungurrayi with local elder Brandy
Tjungurrayi (Howard McLarty absent). Photo: Warlayirti Art Centre

Bishop Saunders celebrated the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy
Thursday evening, 1 April. Kellie Tannock (left) and Sally-Anne Smith
brought forward the Oil of Chrism, with fragrant balsam, which would
be used for their reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation at the
Easter Vigil.

WANTED:

Volunteer
Workers
Kimberley Catholic
Volunteer Service

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within
the Diocese. Duties may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle
maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping, transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance.

Placements are preferred for a period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be
considered. For further details and an application form please contact:
Mrs Vicki Baudry: Phone: 08 9192 1060 or email: admin@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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Parish News
Derby

Easter
Baptisms
in Imintji
Bishop Saunders
celebrated an Easter Mass
at Imintji Community on
the Gibb River Road.
Part of the Mass included
seven baptisms. Parents,
the baptised and
Godparents (pictured) and
the assembled group had
an evening barbecue
afterwards to mark the
occasion.

New babies on the block

A great Mother’s Day gift...
On Mother’s Day we celebrate our mothers and all they continue to
do for us. It is time to remember Mum and show our appreciation of
her. Along with your hugs and kisses this Mother’s Day, please consider
giving your Mum a gift from Catholic Mission’s Gift Registry.

Broome
Williesha Lockyer
was born on 31
March 2010 in
Broome Hospital to
proud parents Esta
and Maurice.
Photo: CAS

Pandanus Park
Pandanus Park community, on
the banks of the mighty Fitzroy
River, has a new arrival – Noah,
seven weeks old, son of Tristan
and Mary Lou.
Photo: CAS

In this gift you’ll be giving to families in the Developing World,
while giving your Mum the pleasure of knowing that she is assisting
another mother somewhere else.
Your mother will receive a Certificate acknowledging your
donation on her behalf either by email or post. You will both feel good
in the knowledge that you have helped people all over the world.
Gifts range from $20 up to $665, with most gifts under $100.
There are three categories you can choose your gift from, Children,
Communities and Church Leaders.
On Mother’s Day it’s not just the thought that counts!
For more information please visit
www.catholicmission.org.au/gifts or call 1800 257296.
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Derby
Derby, like so many towns
in the beautiful Kimberley, has
some beautiful babies like
Helena Birrell - in the arms of
her mum, Dorothy.
Photo: CAS

School News
Warmun

Red Hill

High School girls at Ngalangangpum School in Warmun, East
Kimberley, have been busy learning all about careers and the hospitality
industry in particular. Their first big event is catering for an event at
Frog Hollow. The girls have been busy cooking various canapés and
learning all about food hygiene.

By D Savoia,
Principal

Katie Mosquito baking crostini bread. Photo: L Hodge

Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Breathe in me O Holy Spirit that my thoughts may all be holy;
Act in me O Holy Spirit that my works, too, may be holy;
Draw my heart O Holy Spirit that I love but what is holy;
Strengthen me O Holy Spirit to defend that is holy;
Guard me then O Holy Spirit that I always may be holy.

Our school
community is to
be congratulated
on the wonderful
participation at
St Mary’s
Children’s Mass
celebrated in St
Mary’s Church
Halls Creek in
late Term 1.
About 30 students
attended, and
some parents and
family members
came also.
Students led the
prayers, seniors
Devaugh Lightning is assisted by the Principal,
performed a
Mr Dean Savoia, as he reads a prayer of the faithful while
movement to the
Zhianne Minga looks on. Photo: M Savoia
Creed, and ran the
slide show so everyone could read the prayers and song words. It was
a wonderful day, with a barbecue after the Mass, and a great way to
celebrate the beautiful children of Halls Creek.
By Dean Savoia, Principal

St. Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430)

LIFE

It is sacred
In Term 1 of this year, Quazier Yaloot is proud to show mum Sarah Walker and sister
Lithy Long some of his work. Photo: D Savoia

At just 10 weeks

Each term at Warlawurru Catholic School, Red Hill (Halls Creek),
families are invited to a special Open Day. The day is an opportunity
for parents to meet with teachers and teaching assistants in order to
better understand and support student progress. Families are a vital part
of our school community and their involvement in our school is
encouraged in many ways.
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School News
Beagle Bay

Balgo

Sacred Heart Catholic School Principal, Mr Ben Doyle, and Tracey
Dann dish out ice creams at lunch time to very willing students who
must finish their lunch first before lining up for a vanilla treat.

Palya mangarri (good food)

Photo: CAS

Billiluna
Kururrungku Catholic
Education Centre at Billiluna in
the East Kimberley is very
proud of a former student. Jnr
Dennis Chungulla (Sambo)
(pictured) went away to school
in Albany. He boarded with
Toni Castlehow and her
husband while he attended
North Albany High School.
He graduated from Year 12
last year. He is now doing an
apprenticeship in Perth and
playing for the North
Fremantle Under 19 team.
Congratulations Junior
Dennis you are a fine role
model for our students.

By Joanne Cox

Since August last year, students at Luurnpa Catholic School in
Balgo community in the east Kimberley have been enjoying freshly
made salad sandwiches and fruit prepared by local community nutrition
workers Anthony Mudji and Jean Timms.
Anthony and Jean are employed by the local cultural health service
Palyalatju Maparnpa Health Committee (PMHC) through the nutrition
project, supported by funding from the Granites Mine Affected Areas
Aboriginal Corporation. Anthony and Jean work at the school canteen
(better known as the mangarri room) and each day prepare tasty and
nutritious sandwiches and fruit for up to 100 hungry students, staff and
volunteers.
Last year Anthony and Jean attended 6 weeks of training facilitated
by the PMHC nutritionist Joanne Cox who coordinated the school
nutrition program. Training included food preparation, food handling
and hygiene and nutrition requirements for children’s’ growth and
learning. Anthony and Jean are supported each day by PMHC staff and
the school volunteers who provide a vital role in operating the canteen.
Anthony and Jean have embraced the school nutrition program and
put their newly acquired skills to good use - much to the delight of staff,
community members and most importantly the students. Feedback from
the project has been positive:

Billiluna, south of Halls Creek, is celebrating the completion of the
new roof for the basketball court at Kururrungku Catholic school. The
area will be well used for basketball games, sports and other lessons,
assemblies and gatherings and will give much needed shade during the
heat of the dry season and shelter during the wet. The building itself was
much bigger than anyone imagined and is proving a hit with the kids.
Anthony Mudji and Jean Timms busy preparing sandwiches for hungry students and
staff at Luurnpa Catholic School in Balgo community. Photo: J Cox

Photo: P Sanders
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“This is a very practical and educational project which has exceeded
my expectations after a number of years of poor canteen food.
Congratulations Anthony and Jean” said Br Rick Gaffney, Principal.
The flow on effects of improving the variety, quality and quantity of
foods provided at the school has included improved school attendance,
fewer reports of students buying junk food from the community store at
recess and improved attention and learning outcomes.
The school nutrition program has been a successful, collaborative
effort between Luurnpa Catholic School, PMHC and the Balgo
community with parents supporting the program by financially
contributing to the children’s lunches.

School News
Broome
By Jennifer Cambridge

By Melissa Weatherley

Sr Alma Cabassi, a Diocesan Family Support Worker, visited St
Mary’s College and was able to meet up with some of the students from
Warmun Community who live at Broome Residential College.
The students were very pleased to see Sr Alma who used to be
Principal at Ngalangangpum Catholic School, Warmun.

From left, Danielle
Thorne (CCI Apprenticeship Solutions), Tara Robinson, Lee Anderson (TAFE) and
Edwina Kelsch (Eco Beach Resort). Photo: A Mitchell
From left, Curtis Morgan, Sr
Alma, April Nulgit and Miranda
Mosquito. Photo: J Cambridge

Students on the
St Mary’s
College Broome,
Primary Campus
were rewarded
for their efforts in class,
being presented with Merit
Certificates at a recent
Assembly.

Tara Robertson, studying Year 12 at St Mary’s College Secondary
Campus, Broome, has just signed on with Eco Beach Resort to
complete a school-based traineeship. Tara is currently completing her
Certificate III in Health Studies and Certificate II in Hospitality and
Tourism through TAFE and will commence a Certificate III in Tourism
once she starts the traineeship in Term 2. This will also mean she
spends block release times down at Eco Beach Resort learning new
skills and acquiring knowledge on all aspects of the tourism industry.
This is an exciting opportunity for Tara who has shown great initiative
and drive in creating her own job opportunities.

Wyndham
By Tim Hogan and David McDonald

Xavier Duncan and Pippen Long
with their certificates.
Photo: S Millar

Holy Rosary Students in Derby will do many things to make cash
for their school excursion to Melbourne. The youngsters gave the IceCream Man a soapy once over, making him the smartest looking IceCream van on the block, and it was all for a good cause!

Team work is great fun for these students at St Joseph’s. Photo: S Duniker

Recently, Year 5/6/7 students from St Joseph’s School in Wyndham
participated in a Peer Leader training program held over two days. The
program is designed for the senior students to be able to work with a
group of younger students once a week, which will occur throughout
Term 2. Students learnt about how to effectively communicate with
others and the importance of encouraging students to be the best they
can be. The activities involved the class working as a part of a team as
well as listening and responding to each other in a positive way. These
attributes will be replicated when the students have their opportunity to
be leaders of a group in Term 2.
Photo: CAS
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School News
Kununurra

Lombadina-Djarindjin

The Parents and Friends of St Joseph’s School, Kununurra, held a
Meet ’n Greet evening early this year. It was an opportunity for the
school community to meet new staff and become re-aquainted with
others at an informal barbeque in the school grounds. Judging by the
numbers who turned up it proved to be a highly successful occasion.

There are big changes afoot at Christ the King Catholic School,
Lombadina-Djarindjin, north of Broome. The old Hall is being fully
renovated to produce a useful open working space, a wet area and two
classrooms - all beautifully fitted out by Full Boar Construction under
the guiding hand of Engawa Architects of Broome. The historic stone
base that gives such distinction to the building has been retained in
keeping with the policy of protecting the work of the past whenever
possible.

Photo: CAS

Mrs Patty Hall with her children Faith, Destiny and Ashlin enjoyed catching up with
staff and other parents. Photo: A Fyfe

Gibb River

Principal at
Christ the
King
Catholic
school at
LombadinaDjarindjin,
Mr Barry
Ennis,
watches on
at Friday’s
prize
giving as
Henry
Ningella gets his certificate.
Well done Henry!!

Photo: CAS

COMPETITION

Photo: CAS

Sr Nola Goodwin RSJ (L) at Wanalirri Catholic School, Gibb River,
enjoys the company of her students very much and learning new things
in such a great school is very enjoyable for them too.

Magpies have a keen eye for detail. Do you? How
many magpies can you find
throughout this magazine?
Send your answer to Magpie
Competition, PO Box 76,
Broome WA 6725, simply
stating the number of magpies
you find. The first correct
entry opened after May 9th
2010 will win their choice of a
DVD player or an MP3.
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■ Back, (L to R) Bishop Christopher Saunders, Ms June Oscar, Hon Bob Debus,
Superintendent Murray Smalpage, (front) Hon Dana Vale and Ms Emily Carter at the House of
Representatives’ hearing on juvenile justice issues in Fitzroy Crossing and the Kimberley.
31.03.2010

■ ABOVE: When Lombadina jeweller Gary Sibosado made this pectoral cross
for the Bishop he crafted a work of great beauty that would be admired by
anyone who saw it. Using local native Ebony wood and Mother of Pearl he
fashioned a unique piece of local art representative of the great quality that
is reflected in all his creations in the remote Peninsula community.
Photo: CAS
■ BELOW: Face painting was popular with Kosta and Marcus at the St
Joseph’s Day festivities, Ngalangangpum Catholic School, Warmun, which
raised money for Project Compassion. Well done Ngalanganpum (Mother
and Child) Catholic School. Photo: M McDonnell RSJ

■ Mr Martin Teulan, Director of Catholic Mission in Australia with parishioners at the Fr
Nicholas Emo Centre, Broome, preparing meals for the soup kitchen.
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■ When the Premier of Western Australia, Mr Colin Barnett, visited Beagle Bay to talk to
people at the local Women’s Centre he mixed in with the large crowd including Rebecca Cox,
enthusiastic students and Teaching Assistants from Sacred Heart School. Before lunch, Mr
Barnett answered questions from the group present drawing attention to his earlier promise
to visit the community to hear peoples’ views and let them hear his.Photo: CAS

