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Editorial

Population: Myths are made of this
Tony Burke has been

appointed Australia’s first
Minister for Population.  From
all accounts his job will be to
match the challenges of
population expansion to the
provision of goods and services,
making sure infrastructure keeps
up with demand.  That sort of
thing.  This is a great relief as
the title itself, Minister for
Population, conjures up sinister
bureaucratic husbandry of family
life as evidenced in Communist
China.  There
the comrades
take great
delight
haranguing
young couples
and applying
fines for
excessive
reproduction.
Not so much a
picture of reds
under the bed,
you see, but
rather reds well and truly in it
and counting! 

The appointment of Mr
Burke seemed a sensible one and
innocent enough.  However it is
amazing at just how much the
announcement of such a
Ministry coaxed into the
headlines the usual suspects who
appeared waving their “Too
Many People” placards.  Sensing
a blow to the notion of family
they came howling through
media outlets, almost braying for
the blood of anyone glancing at

prams or admiring baby clothes
or, heaven help us, having
babies!  One would think that
such behaviour was the very
nemesis of a modern state.
Discussions bloomed about what
is the right number for the
population of Australia and the
figures bounced back and forth
around the thirty or thirty-five
million mark by the year 2050.
There was no proof offered for
these hastily stitched-up
opinions that our population

needs savage
ordering.
Rather, with
media assistance,
we were
entertained by a
chorus of
malcontents
threatening
disaster should
the number go
over this ill-
defined magical
figure. 

Much of the argument, if you
can call it that, revolved around
the shortage in Australia of that
precious commodity – water!
Governments wanting to put the
price up for this essential item
are quick to turn public attention
away from their own
incompetence as they lambast
people for being undisciplined
users and wasters.  We mustn’t
mention the inadequate planning
by government that left us
without sufficient dams and
storage, unprepared as we were

to cope with one hundred year
droughts.  That’s a bit too close
to the political bone.

There is also more than a
shadow of a doubt that the cry
for stringent population
boundaries in this country is
actually code for keeping the
immigrants at bay and off our
streets.  Interestingly enough,
Chambers of Commerce and
their fellow industry captains
want a greater population and
more skilled workers but, if
pressed, they don’t want babies -
only clever adult consumers.
Some of the complainers want
the baby bonus removed,
convinced that too many babies
about the place is like
encountering an outbreak of
anthrax.  Unfortunately none of
these social engineers has
ventured a word as to how they
might be assisted in their old age
by decidedly fewer followers. 

This debate about population
in our country could become
serious and intelligent when the
proponents of misery and the
disciples of a culture of death sit
down and stop brandishing their
hasty opinions.  When the
country itself comes to some
understanding as to what sort of
nation we want to be – self-
centred and consumer driven or
justice minded and living simply
– then we might be able to have
a sagacious, useful and truly
productive conversation about
the nation’s population. 

Ten steps towards 
being witnesses to the Gospel

STEP 3: DEEPEN AN APPRECIATION OF THE
POWER OF THE GOSPEL
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An even deeper appreciation of the power of the Gospel enables
us to draw parallels between current situations and the life and
ministry of Jesus, and enables action to emerge from gospel values.

[Australian Catholic Social Justice Council]

Typical landscape of the East
Kimberley captured perfectly by

Rebecca Henggeler (Joint winner of
our Front Cover Competition in

2009).

I lift my eyes 
to the mountains:

Where is help 
to come from?

Help comes to me 
from Yahweh,

Who made heaven 
and earth.

Psalm 121: 1

This debate about

population in our country

could become serious and

intelligent when the

proponents of misery and

the disciples of a culture

of death sit down and stop

brandishing their hasty

opinions. 
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Briefly Speaking

Photo: CAS

FR DAVE SHELTON OMI,
co-ordinating Prison Chaplain
for the Catholic Church in WA,
visited Broome recently to meet
with local officers and
prisoners and view the facilities
at Broome Regional Prison.

Photo: C Knapman

RHONDA AND PETER GEARY are from Victoria, and have
been preparing for their time as Kimberley volunteers for quite
some months.  After travelling the Kimberley, they became aware
of a need for support in the work of the Church in the Kimberley.
Retirement has allowed them to offer their skills and to be of
service – they are now at Kalumburu Mission in the north of the
Diocese.

Photo: V Baudry

TRICIA AND PAUL CARR, from Victoria, joined the Kimberley
Catholic Volunteers in early April and are now enjoying their
experiences at Kalumburu Mission in the far north of the Diocese.
How wonderful to reach retirement and to be able to say: “We are
fit and well, and would like to make a contribution towards the
first people of Australia”!   These are words that Tricia and Paul
wrote in their application to our volunteer service.  

PETER HOWELL is the
principal of Nexus Transport
working out of Perth and
supplying transport services
throughout Western Australia
including the Kimberley.
Recently he was in Broome
celebrating some birthdays and
visiting old friends.  Peter is
also an active supporter of
Notre Dame University Broome
and the Matso’s Classic Car
Run.

SONIA STARC was recently
welcomed to our Kimberley
Catholic Volunteer Service, and
she adds to our multi-cultural
mix, as her parents are of
Slovene origin.  Sonia’s skills
and interests lie in

administration, tourism, land
management and photography.
She has offered her services
“to help with whatever is
needed”.   Currently you will
find Sonia managing our
Diocesan reception area and
assisting in our office.

Photo: J Grimson

Photo: CAS

MICHAEL PERROTT AM
has many interests in the
Kimberley including a keen
hope for Notre Dame University
Broome Campus where he
visited recently.  Michael is a
Governor of Notre Dame and
Bishop Saunders’
representative among the
Trustees of the University.Photo: CAS

PHIL KUHNE is the District
Emergency Services Officer for
the Kimberley, working for the
Department of Child Protection.
In his position he co-ordinates
appropriate responses to
disaster situations, liaises with
emergency service
organizations and ensures staff
are appointed to local
Emergency Management
Committees.  Phil may be
contacted on 0427 196037 or
phil.kuhne@dcp.wa.gov.au. 
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Caritas Kimberley

Photo: Caritas

Project Compassion Kimberley – Well done
Project Compassion in the Diocese of Broome was most successful this year.  Our target figure was $21,263.00 and our actual was

$23,821.45.  I wish to thank all parishes and schools and other Catholic organizations, particularly those who gave significantly above their
stated target figure.  Remarkable among these were: Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish Broome, St Theresa’s Parish Balgo, Dampier
Peninsula Parish and St John the Baptist Parish La Grange/Bidyadanga, together with St Joseph’s School Kununurra, Kurrurungku Catholic
School Billiluna, St Mary’s College Broome and Wanalirri Catholic School Gibb River.  My heartfelt gratitude goes out to those Parish
Priests and Principals throughout the Kimberley who realize in their ministry the value in giving and the vital needs of those who are helped. 

Most Rev Christopher Saunders
Bishop of Broome

Supporting local projects

www.caritas.com.au

Schools and parishes have
been busy during Lent supporting
the Project Compassion campaign
across the Kimberley. Teachers,
students and parishioners worked
creatively to show their passion for
justice and solidarity for people
living in poverty. Again this year
many poor communities will feel
the warm hand of your friendship
through your donations to Project
Compassion. 

Here in the Broome Diocese
Caritas continues to support the
Kids Future Club in Derby. This
was established by the Jalaris

Aboriginal Corporation to address
the issues of poor school
attendance and cultural health
issues for children. Parents and
children are now encouraged in a
culturally appropriate way, to
understand the value of school
attendance and learn about health
and hygiene. The club also
provides adult support groups such
as mobile health clinics and drop-
in centres. 

Our feature girl from the Kids
Future Club is Teneille (pictured)
who now enjoys attending school
each day.

Having turned lights off for Earth Hour on 27
March, Caritas Australia now invites people to turn on
to the situation in Malawi. With half the population
living below the poverty line, widespread
deforestation compounds low farm yields, limited
access to credit and land, and poor health from water
borne diseases.

However the Caritas Australia supported Catholic
Development Commission in Malawi is improving
the living standards of 450 poor families by promoting sustainable
farming methods such as organic compost and techniques for soil and
water conservation, while reforesting bare land and running
environmental awareness campaigns. 

Support for Project Compassion means that Caritas Australia can
continue projects like the integrated community development project
in Malawi where food security and environmental sustainability go
hand in hand.  

Caritas Australia is part of an international network
that works in over 200 countries and territories, empowering
communities to help themselves out of poverty.

Donations can be made to Project Compassion by phoning 
1800 024 413, on-line at www.caritas.org.au or by posting your
cheque to GPO Box 9830 in your capital city. 

Help Caritas
Australia promote
environmentally
sustainable farming

Photo: Caritas
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Flying the Diocese
The Bishop’s plane is refuelled at a remote Kimberley airstrip in

readiness for a trip to a far-flung corner of the Diocese.  Seen here, the
pilot, Klae Calvert, is assisted by one of his passengers, Philip, who
mans the pump.

Mirrilingki News
By Tomasz Stephan

With the wet season over and two new volunteers offering their
help, preparations to welcome new groups of guests to Mirrilingki
Centre, Warmun, in the coming weeks, are well underway.   The
unusual amount of rain in early April has made the grass and gardens
in Mirrilingki thick and lush and a little overgrown.  John and
Carmen our latest additions to the Mirrilingki ‘family’ of volunteers,
have been working hard in the grounds.  Long time volunteer Joan
has been kept busy with the indoors jobs assisting Managers Tomasz
and Anna.

Carmen Ortiz sets to work tidying up the gardens following the Wet.
Photo: T Stephan

Photo: CAS

Office of Justice, 
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

[Refugees and Australia’s Response: People, politics and the way
forward (Catholic Social Justice Series No 65) is available from the
Australian Catholic Social Justice Council.]

More than a year ago Fr David Holdcroft SJ made a prediction
that seems to be coming true.

Fr Holdcroft made the prediction in a paper for the ACSJC titled
Refugees and Australia’s Response: People, politics and the way

forward. The former Director of Jesuit Refugee Service Australia and
now Director of JRS South Africa was writing as the Rudd
Government was changing Australia’s policies on asylum seekers. 
The true test of these changes, he said, would come when the numbers
of irregular arrivals claiming asylum rose again. He said when, not if,
because the number of asylum seekers coming here has little to do
with Australia’s policies and lots to do with forces beyond our control.

More boats carrying asylum
seekers are arriving, as Fr Holdcroft
anticipated. Detention facilities are
becoming overcrowded; processing of
claims for asylum from Afghan and
Sri Lankan applicants has been
suspended; and the notorious Curtin
detention centre is being reopened to
cope with excess numbers. 

Government and Opposition are 
in a sort of competition to see who 

can be tougher on asylum seekers. Each side assumes that ‘toughness’
is an effective way of keeping asylum seeker numbers down, and that
keeping numbers down would be a good thing.

People don’t become refugees because they feel like it or because 
life might look a bit better elsewhere. They come because they are 
in desperate danger. Fr Holdcroft quotes one Sudanese refugee: 

‘The only reason a refugee leaves his country is to stay alive, 
to be safe. That is all.’

Fr Holdcroft reminds us that both Old and New Testament speak
of the command to welcome those who come to us in need. Australia
is not being swamped by boat people – in fact, the numbers of
irregular arrivals coming here are very small compared to the United
States and many European countries. Compared to poorer countries
such as Pakistan, which shelters 1.8 million refugees, our numbers 
are laughable. 

There are millions of refugees in camps in Asia and Africa. The
UNHCR, at full stretch, can process only a small percentage of them,
and can resettle even fewer. If all Australia does is try to stop refugees
at our borders, we simply push the burden onto nations poorer and
more crowded than we are. In focusing on people smugglers, we focus
on the symptom, not the disease. People smugglers are exploiters,
preying on the powerless – but eliminating them would not reduce 
the number of refugees by a single person.

Solving the world’s refugee problem is harder than Australian
politicians will admit. We have to have the courage to work for an
international response to an international problem. We have to
cooperate and show understanding and generosity. We have to hear 
the words of the Gospel.

People don’t become

refugees because they

feel like it or because

life might look a bit

better elsewhere. They

come because they are

in desperate danger.
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Diocesan
secretaries
enjoy Top
End retreat

In early May, Janice Grimson,
of Broome, joined other Diocesan
secretaries from the top end of
Australia for a time of sharing.  The
secretaries were guests of Bishop
Eugene Hurley and the Diocese of
Darwin, and included those from
Brisbane, Townsville, Rockhampton
and Cairns as well as Darwin.  It
was a rewarding time of sharing of
ideas and experiences as well as a
time of quiet and gentle reflection at
the one day retreat given by Fr John
Kelliher MSC and Sr Elizabeth Little OLSH, both of Darwin.

In the words of Claudine Kelly, Secretary of Archbishop Bathersby
of Brisbane, “For many of the secretaries it was our first visit to Darwin
and on our arrival we were warmly greeted and welcomed by Bishop
Hurley, his secretary Leonie Jamieson and Colin Jamieson, which was
to be the experience and feeling of the next few days.  The welcome
was also extended to us by the Sisters of the Daughters of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart who opened up their home to us during our stay.”

From left, Leonie (Darwin), Jan

(Rockhampton), Janice (Broome),

Theresa (Cairns) Joan (Townsville),

Bishop Alberto da Silva, Bishop of Dili,

East Timor, Bishop Eugene (Darwin),

Claudine (Brisbane), Marjory (Darwin)

and Marieanne (Brisbane) in the gardens

of St Mary’s Presbytery Darwin.

St Peter – Patron of
Fishermen and
Watchmakers

St Peter was a native
of Bethsaida, near Lake
Tiberias, the son of John, and worked, like his
brother St Andrew, as a fisherman on Lake Genesareth.  Andrew
introduced Peter to Jesus, and Christ called Peter to become a
disciple. 

Becoming a disciple of Jesus, Peter acknowledged him as ‘…the
Messiah, the son of the living God.’ Christ responded by saying:
‘…you are Peter and upon this rock I will build my church…’

Peter was crucified on Vatican Hill in the Year 67 upside down
because he declared himself unworthy to die in the same manner as
the Lord.  

St Paul – Patron of Public Relations
St Paul, the indefatigable Apostle of the Gentiles, was converted

from Judaism on the road to Damascus.  He remained some days in
Damascus after his Baptism before beginning his missionary
journeys.

St Paul’s untiring interest in and paternal affection for the
churches established by him has given us fourteen canonical
Epistles.  It is however, quite certain that he wrote other letters which
are no longer in existence.  In his Epistles, St Paul shows himself to
be a profound religious thinker and he has had an enduring formative
influence in the development of Christianity.  The centuries only
make more apparent his greatness of mind and spirit.

St Paul was beheaded in Rome in the Year 67.

PRAYER: God, You give us a holy joy as we
celebrate the solemnity of the Apostles Sts

Peter and Paul.  Grant that Your Church may
follow their teaching and example in all

things, for it is through them that Christianity
began its development.  Amen

Saint News

Sts Peter
and Paul
Feast Day: 29 June

Please make donations payable to:

THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (WA) and post to:
The Sacred Heart Church Beagle Bay 
Conservation and Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Postal Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. 

Receipts will be issued.

MY DONATION:

❑ $25    ❑ $50   
❑ $100   ❑ Other

❑ My/Our cheque/money order/cash 
is enclosed OR   
❑ Mastercard  ❑ Visa  ❑ Bankcard
Card No.

Signature                                               Expiry Date                                 

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay
Conservation and Restoration Appeal
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VATICAN CITY, APRIL 14, 2010 (Zenit.org)

Though priests are called
to preach a message that is
not their own, they are also
called to identify with that
message, allowing themselves
to be profoundly transformed
in it, said the Holy Father,
Pope Benedict XVI.

“We live amid great
confusion about the
fundamental choices of our
life,” the Holy Father
observed, saying there are “so
many contrasting
philosophies, which arise and
disappear, creating confusion
about the fundamental decisions.”

But as promised in the Gospel, the Lord has compassion on his
“sheep without a shepherd,” the Pontiff said. “The Lord, moved by
compassion, interpreted the word of God, he himself is the Word of
God, and thus he gave guidance. This is the function ‘in persona
Christi’ of the priest: to render present, in the confusion and
disorientation of our times, the light of the Word of God, the light
that is Christ himself in this our world.”

This means, Benedict XVI explained, that the priest “does not
teach his own ideas, a philosophy that he himself has invented, has
found and that pleases him; ...but, in the confusion of all the
philosophies, the priest teaches in the name of Christ present, he
proposes the truth that is Christ himself, his word, his way of living
and of going forward.”

“The teaching that the priest is called to give, the truth of the
faith, must be internalized and lived in an intense personal spiritual
journey, so that the priest really enters into a profound, interior
communion with Christ himself. The priest believes, accepts and tries
to live, first of all as his own, all that the Lord has taught and the
Church has transmitted, in that journey of identification with the very
ministry of which St John Mary Vianney is an exemplary witness.”

This will mean that the priest is often called to be a
countercultural voice, the Holy Father acknowledged.  But he has a
“prophetic force” in “showing the unique novelty capable of bringing
about an authentic and profound renewal of man, namely that Christ
is the Living One, and the nearby God, the God who operates in the
life and for the life of the world and gives us truth, the way to live.”

Vatican Dossier Viewpoint

I find that preparing for a funeral is a very spiritual and
thoughtful time. To be candid, I suppose any funeral reminds me of
my own and hopefully too evokes some reflection on the mystery of
death. 

Happily, I usually find these experiences to be uplifting especially
when there is plenty of lead-in time at my disposal.  I understand that
for many people the prospect of death is one that is all too easily
overlooked or hurriedly pushed off life’s agenda.  We are so busy
living; it is as though we haven’t got time for dying.  Whether we like
it or not this topic is one that will not go away and deserves to be

dealt with to the best of our ability.  It is
worth noting that preparing for death holds
a prominent position in our Catholic
devotional life.  Remember the Hail Mary:
“Holy Mary Mother of God, pray for us
sinners, now and at the hour of our death”?
Even the “Amen” has a certain resonance
to it in such a context. 

Some people are considerate enough 
or calm enough or ready enough to prepare their own funeral.  In
such cases the choice of readings and prayers says volumes about
them and what they believe.  The hymns are chosen with a
confidence that readily communicates what the person holds to be
sacred and poignant in this most personal celebration of a true rite of
passage.  Those in attendance are caught up in the well-spring of
hope and in the wonderful obligation to give thanks to Almighty God
for a human life that has passed now through death to new life! 

Not everyone who knows they are dying can muster the
enthusiasm to prepare their own funeral; it falls then to loved ones 
to create the prayerful moments that constitute the liturgy of a
requiem.  Care must be taken to prevent anything that would hint that
this celebration is about those who remain behind.  It is not!  Indeed
it is not even about the deceased person’s favourite rock song or their
choicest fishing hat.  Those memories are for us and do nothing to
celebrate the life of someone who has left this world behind to be
reunited with their Creator.  Rather, we need to be reminded, the
funeral is principally about the one who has died and their
relationship with God: “Hasten to meet him/her, Angels of the Lord.
Present his/her soul to God the most high”.

Before then, prayer vigils, rosaries, visits to the bedside and the
proper use of devotional practices can assist the dying to come to a
state of peace as they make ready to meet their Lord and God.  
The priest is called in to administer the Sacrament of the Sick and
eventually to share the prayers of the dying.  Anointing, Confession
and the last Communion are all important moments on the pathway 
to heaven.

Those who die suddenly are of course denied these Sacraments
and the assistance of these prayerful moments, in which case there 
is so much more that we must leave in hope to the generous mercy 
of God.

The next time the opportunity arises to prepare a funeral it would
be useful to view it as a chance to think also about how we are living
and our relationship with God. Who knows?  Maybe we will even
find time in our lives for dying well. 

By Bishop Christopher Saunders DD

Death — One mystery fits all

Not everyone who

knows they are

dying can muster

the enthusiasm to

prepare their own

funeral..



8 KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE JUNE 2010

Notre Dame Kimberley

Thursday March 25, 2010 was a
great opportunity for all the
nursing students and staff of Notre
Dame’s Broome Campus to meet
up with new students and mingle
over lunch!   KRASH (Kimberley
Regional Alliance for Students in
Health) members, namely Morika,
Don and Matt, cooked up a
wickedly healthy lunch of
rosemary and garlic lamb chops
with Caesar and Greek salads and
an array of fruit juices.  This was
an opportune time as the enrolled
nurses  were in Broome for their
block week, and some VET
students from Broome Senior High
School and Derby District High
School, who all joined students
and staff.   It was a full house on
campus! 

KRASH is a group of
enthusiastic young students that
are promoting rural health in the 

Kimberley Region.  KRASH has
been up and running since 2008
and is one of 29 other Rural
Health Clubs around Australia, all
part of the National Rural Health
Students Network (NRHSN).
NRHSN is funded by the
Department of Health and Ageing
and Rural Health Workforce
Australia, with the intention of
inviting new people into the health
sector to study and fulfil vital roles
in rural and remote health care
settings. Members of KRASH will
be visiting high schools and
Indigenous festivals promoting
their professions and sharing
experiences!    It is open to anyone
studying in the health field, so if
anyone is interested in joining or
has any questions about KRASH,
email krash_nrhsn@hotmail.com
or visit www.nrhsn.org.au.

Joe Edgar, Indigenous Community Liaison Officer and
Lecturer, Indigenous Studies, Notre Dame University
Broome Campus

From left, BBQ Chefs - Matt, Morika and Don. Photo: M Hill

ANZAC Dawn Service

The University of Notre Dame Australia, Broome Campus, was
represented at the Dawn Service to mark ANZAC Day this year.

At the service, held in Bedford Park Broome, students Andrieka
Knight and Trevor Wright placed a wreath at the Memorial in
remembrance of the fallen.

Joe Edgar is a descendant of the Karajarri
people of the West Kimberley, with affiliations
to the Yawuru people of Nalena, Roebuck Bay.
Joe studied Business at the University of Notre
Dame Australia Broome Campus, graduating in
2000, returning later as a guest lecturer and
serving as a member on Campus Council in
2007.  He currently holds a dual role at Notre
Dame as the Indigenous Community Liaison
Officer and a lecturer in Indigenous Studies.

When I was invited to contribute to this edition of KCP, I was
initially pleasantly surprised and then a little apprehensive.  After
much thought I decided to reflect on my journey as a Catholic and as
an Indigenous person growing up in Broome and the Kimberley, while
being instilled with a strong identity as an Indigenous person.

For me, the quality and dogma that have been constant both in my
Christian grounding and my Aboriginal identity is the enormous
spirituality that exists and is constantly the focus of our inner well-
being; our connection with God and the world within and at large.
Life is a constant struggle as we try to understand the world around us
while trying to create some sense of balance in our lives.  

As a Catholic and an
Indigenous person, gaining an
understanding of what, why and
how things have happened and
the way they have affected me,
is an ongoing journey travelling
alongside the concept of
reconciliation; to seek
forgiveness and to forgive
others.  These are catalysts for
achieving unity and seeking a
way forward.

Whenever I pray I feel closer
to God.  Whenever I visit
country or simply go fishing or
meet friends and relatives, my
liyarn, my inner feelings, my
spirit is lifted.  Quite often we get caught up waiting for ‘lightning to
strike’, for that clap of thunder that might instantly transform our
lives, without realizing that the answers can sometimes be found in the
people and/or the things around us and that we need to appreciate
those same people and things.

Seeking forgiveness and reconciliation provides humility and helps
us to overcome personal obstacles.  Public demonstrations of
forgiveness and reconciliation are also important, such as the National
Sorry Day, celebrated on 26th May, followed immediately by
Reconciliation Week from the 27th May to 3rd June 2010.  These

events provide a forum and a great
opportunity to come together and
move forward as one.

For me, the quality and

dogma that have been

constant both in my

Christian grounding and

my Aboriginal identity is

the enormous spirituality

that exists and is constantly

the focus of our inner well-

being; our connection with

God and the world within

and at large.

Photo: M Hill

KRASH at Notre Dame
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The Saints Footy Club: 
A potted History

Happy Birthday Saints — 50 years!

Formed: 1960
First Captain: Don McKenzie
Premierships: 1960, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1979, 2005, 2006

ABOVE: Saints supporters and players were keen participants 
at the celebrations at St Mary’s College – from left, Robbie Sampi, Craig Sampi, Kelrick McKenna,

Lloyd Pigram, Adrian Dodson,  Eric Wade and Jerome Wade. Photo: CAS

ABOVE: Lulu McKenna (right) and Cindy Patterson were among the
partying people at the 50th Anniversary of Saints Football Club. Photo: CAS

ABOVE: 50 years of Saints history was celebrated with lots of smiles…
Amelia Bin Sali with her son, David. Photo: CAS

The Saints Football Club held a beginning of season
Mass and party for players and  supporters at St Mary’s
College Broome – their spiritual home.  Well done
Saints and happy memories!

Fr Kevin McKelson SAC came to Broome in 1954. In 1955 he
got a set of jumpers donated from the Carlton Footy Club and
started a Junior Saints team which played against Beagle Bay. Saints
were 4 goals up in the last quarter but only won by 2 points when they
ran out of legs. Peter Tolman was a champion for the Beagle Bay side.
Later, he played for Port Adelaide for 2 seasons and played for
Nightcliff in Darwin.

Fr McKelson, 6 years after becoming Parish Priest of Broome,
approached young Don McKenzie, who was playing for Towns at the
time, and discussed the idea of forming a team of local boys based on
the model of St Mary’s Football Club in Darwin whose colours were
gold and green. Don agreed and a very formidable squad was put
together consisting of Peter Tolman, Eric and Fred Cox (later played for
Meaties), Lennard Sampi, Gordon Lee, Billy Lawford (later played for
Beagle Bay), Dicky Roe, Stephen Victor, Pius Gregory, Dicki Chi and
other very speedy players. Success was immediate as they stormed to
their first Premiership
in 1960.

ABOVE: Peter (left), Colin and Stephen Pigram were joined by 
the other Pigram brothers at the Saints’ party – making lots of music. Photo: CAS

RIGHT: 
Past and present Saints
representing three
generations of the
McKenzie family. 
From L-R: Kevin
McKenzie, Sam Edgar,
Michael McKenzie 
and  Don McKenzie. 
Photo: Broome Advertiser
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Catholic Mission

It was in the midst of poverty that Sister Tone Qeta in Fushe-
Milot, Albania, turned to Catholic Mission for help. Through funding
provided by Catholic Mission she has been able to give basic
nutrition to children who otherwise would have had very little to eat.
She writes:

“The children that frequent our kindergarten come from poor
families that have, on average, four children. This project was born of
the necessity to nourish these children who are deficient of vitamins,
protein, carbohydrates etc.” 

“We, the Angelic Sisters of Saint Paul, have worked here for three
years with the children 3-6 years old, managing a kindergarten. This
has helped us understand the

reality and respond to the needs of local families. Our attention has
been particularly to the education of minors in the age of preschool
and the education of women, to help mothers rediscover their
dignity.”

“The variety of food we offer for the children is a luxury. We
thank you from the heart for the money which you have sent. This
money has been for our centre a precious manna (like from heaven!).
This year we had 58 children and the number is always rising.”

The village of Fushe-Milot is in a part of the world we don’t
normally hear much about. The village is becoming more and more
populated as families leave the impoverished mountain regions in
hope of a better life. But the village lacks adequate social structures
and is unable to cope with the influx. Even electricity is only
periodically available. 

Most adults are without employment, teenagers and young adults
immigrate when they can and the children are left with very little, the
streets being their main playground.

Send donations to: Catholic Mission, PO Box 76, 
Broome WA 6725

www.catholicmission.org.au

Sister Tone Qeta with children at the Kindergarten. Photo: Catholic Mission

Fushe-Milot Kindergarten

The Father Nicholas de Emo Cross, named after the first parish
priest in Broome (appointed in 1895), which was in the grounds
outside the Diocesan Office for many years, has been restored and a
replica made.  The Cross is cut out of plate steel and has some
unique features.  The Cross is destined for pride of place outside the
new Cathedral. 

Photo: CAS
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safety net wages have not kept pace
with costs of living. Average weekly
earnings have risen by 53.2% over the
past decade to $1,223, but the base
wage for a trade qualified worker has
risen by only 29.5% to $637.60 and the
Federal Minimum Wage by 35.8% to
$543.78. The minimum would be
around $610 if it had increased in line
with average wages.iii

This decline in the value of safety
net wages means that these workers
have effectively been denied the
rewards other workers have received
for increased productivity over the
decade. It should be noted that many
are engaged in the vital work of
service-based industries such as health
care and social assistance. 

The Federal Minimum Wage and
the wages safety net must be judged
on the ability to keep workers and
families out of poverty. The ACCER has
shown that over the past decade,
safety net wages supplemented by
family benefits have not prevented
families falling into poverty or coming
close to it. Its message to the new
wage setting body is clear: 

The obligation on Fair Work
Australia to set a fair safety net of
wages means, in our submission,
that it should be satisfied that
poverty is not only avoided, but that
workers should have a wage that is
substantially above poverty.iv

Just as pressing is the need to
assess the adequacy of unemployment
benefits. Following the public outcry
over the plight of single age pensioners
and a subsequent public inquiry, the
Government last year lifted the weekly
rate by $33 to $308. With pension
supplements, this amounted to $336.
People on the lower rate of
unemployment allowance, who have
not received a decent increase since
the 1980s, had their single rate lifted by
only $1.35 to a paltry $228.v

For a long time, organisations like
ACCER, Catholic Social Services
Australia and the Australian Catholic
Social Justice Council have called for

Australia at the Crossroads: 
A time to set new rules
A Pastoral Letter for the
Feast of St Joseph the Worker — 1 May 2010

Key moments in history – times of
celebration, tragedy or loss – can stand
out in the memory, capture an era and
mark a point of change. The global
financial crisis was one such moment.

The GFC, as we have come to know
it, came to a head one week in mid-
September 2008 when giant investment
banks filed for bankruptcy, were being
taken over or bailed out by the public
purse.

That very week, the Australian
Catholic bishops were launching their
2008 Social Justice Sunday Statement
addressing the issue of affluence and
poverty in Australia. The Statement
noted how a slowing economy was
causing concern that ‘all is not right
with our society’. Regarding the
disadvantaged who had already been
denied the benefits of 15 years of
spectacular growth, the bishops
commented: 

The poorest members of our
nation have known and experienced
this for many years, but their voice is
rarely heard … The slowing of the
economy has given increased
urgency to the call on Australian
society to address the needs of our
most vulnerable citizens.i

An important area for action
identified by the bishops was the plight
of low-paid and unemployed workers
struggling to make ends meet on
inadequate levels of pay and income
support.

Responding in part to the excesses
of the market that caused the crisis,
Pope Benedict XVI, in his 2009
Encyclical ‘Charity in Truth’, has also
highlighted the needs of vulnerable and
unemployed workers and their families.
In particular, he has spoken of how the
global trend to deregulate and downsize

public systems of
social protection to
give a competitive
advantage in the global market presents
a ‘grave danger for the rights of
workers, for fundamental human rights
and for the solidarity associated with
the traditional forms of the social
State.’ii .

The position of the 

most vulnerable
Every day, staff in agencies like

CatholicCare and Vinnies provide
support to families struck by
unemployment and the grind of poorly
paid, insecure and intermittent work.
They experience, first hand, the poverty
caused by a market that has not
provided worthwhile employment
opportunities or training that would
allow people to get into the workplace
and bargain for pay above safety net
wages.

They have also witnessed the
impact of public policy that has sought
to increase worker productivity by
deregulating workplaces and to lift
participation in the workforce by
restrictions on social security. Broadly
speaking, these changes may have
benefited highly paid workers and
unemployed people with skills. They
have been of little benefit for workers
and unemployed people who have
minimal bargaining power and remain
‘unattractive’ to the market. The
clearest indication of this is the
declining value of minimum wages and
income support.

In its submission to the current
Annual Wage Review, the Australian
Catholic Council for Employment
Relations (ACCER) has shown that
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more concerted action on poverty – for
a thorough review of poverty
measures, a more accurate and
transparent assessment of true costs
of living, improved minimum wages
and increased support for unemployed
workers and their families.vi

Addressing the logic 

of disparity
Especially at this time, we must be

wary of a narrow view of national
economic performance that lacks
concern for those who are struggling. 

In 2008, the Australian Fair Pay
Commission announced a wage-setting
decision that amounted to a loss in the
real value of safety net wages. Among
its concerns was the need to contain
inflation in other parts of the labour
market. In its 2009 decision, the
Commission went further and imposed
a wage freeze on these 1.6 million
safety net workers with the aim of
preventing job loss and promoting
economic recovery. This burden has not
been proportionately carried by the
average income earner,vii still less by
those at the highest levels of the
wealth spectrum. 

Last year, in response to the
financial crisis and instances of
companies awarding executive pay
increases at the same time as their
workers were being retrenched, the
Government established an inquiry into
executive remuneration. The
Productivity Commission found that the
average annual pay of CEOs of the top
20 companies is around $7.2 million,
110 times average wages and 255
times the minimum wage. 

These highest levels of
remuneration illustrate the inequity
resulting from a perverse logic that fails
to acknowledge the notion of fair pay
and family needs. Low-paid workers
with little or no discretionary income
are now bearing the cost of a financial
crisis that was not of their making.
While they endure a pay freeze for the
sake of Australia’s economic interests,
the Productivity Commission has

dismissed suggestions of tougher
restrictions on executive remuneration
through pay caps or reduced tax
concessions because ‘getting this
wrong in relation to the senior
executives of Australia’s largest
companies could be very damaging to
our national economic interests.’viii

Australians should be concerned
about a notion of ‘national economic
interests’ that fails to adequately
consider human dignity, social
wellbeing and equity. At a time when
the world is dealing with the economic
crisis, Pope Benedict reminds
governments especially that ‘the
primary capital to be safeguarded and
valued is man, the human person in his
or her integrity.’ He reasserts that the
person is ‘the source, the focus and the
aim of all economic and social life’.ix

A time to set new rules
Drawing from the Holy Father’s

recent Encyclical, we can consider five
key challenges for decision-makers in
government and business as they
address the impact of the GFC:
• A focus on the nation’s international

competitiveness and long-term
development must include adequate
protections for low-paid and
unemployed workers.x

• We must restore trust in the
structures of our society by
reducing disparity in wealth and
ensure the market is not ‘the place
where the strong subdue the
weak’.xi

• Equity and justice must be built into
the very operation of the market and
be respected ‘as the economic
process unfolds, and not just
afterwards or incidentally’.xii

• Industry must be accountable not
only to shareholders but also to
workers, clients, suppliers and the
community.xiii

• Respecting the God-given dignity of
each person and the needs of the
most vulnerable, we must move
beyond simply ensuring
commutative justice (giving in order

to receive) and even distributive
justice (the duty to give the
minimum owed according to basic
needs). We must now consider a
higher level of justice based on
social solidarity, generosity and
compassion.xiv

Australia is at a crossroads. How we
respond to the needs of the poorest
individuals and families will characterise
the spirit of this nation. As Pope
Benedict has said, 

The current crisis obliges us to
re-plan our journey, to set ourselves
new rules and to discover new
forms of commitment, to build on
positive experiences and to reject
negative ones. The crisis thus
becomes an opportunity for
discernment, in which to shape a
new vision for the future.xv

Most Rev. Christopher Saunders, DD

Bishop of Broome

i Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, 2008, A
Rich Young Nation: The challenge of affluence and
poverty in Australia, Australian Catholic Social
Justice Council, p.5

ii Pope Benedict XVI, 2009, Caritas in veritate,
Encyclical letter, n. 25 

iii ACCER, 2010, ‘Submission to Fair Work Australia to
the Annual Wage Review 2009–10’, pp.18, 24, 27,
29, 36.

iv Ibid., p.106
v Australian Council of Social Service, ‘Rising

Numbers of Jobless Australians Living on $32/Day
Need Payment Boost’, 10 Sept. 2009

vi ACCER, 2010; CSSA, 2008, An Entitlements
Commission: A proposal for an independent
commission to inform decisions about the adequacy
of pensions and other income support payments,
pp. 23–25; ACSJC, 2009, Dignity and Work, Catholic
Social Justice Series paper No.66 

vii ACCER, 2010, pp. 39, 44–45.
viii Productivity Commission, 2009, Executive

Remuneration in Australia, Report No.49, pp.xvi,
358f

ix Pope Benedict XVI, 2009, n. 25 
x Ibid., n. 32
xi Ibid., nn. 32, 36, 42
xii Ibid., n. 37
xiii Ibid., n. 40
xiv Ibid., nn. 6–7, 34–39
xv Ibid., n. 21
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Terry was born at Wagga Wagga.

He was the youngest of six boys, and is

survived by the only daughter, Patricia.

He was educated at Marrar, Bowral,

and Coolamon.  He joined the armed

forces in 1944, and worked as an

aircraft electrician in PNG.  Returning in

1946 he was occupied in the family

store at Marrar, and became a valued

cricketer in the local team, travelling

with them as far as New Zealand.

While his siblings married and started

families he chose to remain at home

caring for his mother.

We come together to reflect on

someone whom I personally, and many

who had the opportunity to know him

across the last 40 years, admire as a

very fine man.  We join you, his family,

in praying to our God that he will be

rewarded for his outstanding generosity

and commitment to the people of God

in the north-west.

When I say ‘many’ I am of course

talking about those who were part of

his West Australian reality.  His birth

date shows us he was on this earth for

84 years, so those of us over there

were privileged to share more than half

of his adult life.  This supports the

comment of his niece Clare when she

remarked that some in the family felt

rather remote from him and hardly had

the chance to know him at all.

My part of Terry’s story starts with

our first encounter at a remote

Aboriginal community 850kms north

west of Alice Springs just inside the

WA/NT border – then called Balgo

Mission.  I vividly recall the day he

arrived, travelling south from Kununurra

in his cream Falcon ute, towing a

caravan which was to remain his home

for a long while after.  I was amazed

that he had managed to pull it through

the sand with a conventional drive

vehicle, and even more amazed when

he lifted out of the tray a set of golf

clubs asking, somewhat cynically, if

there was any local green!  That was

1970/71.  He said that he had been

wanting to come for years, but felt an

obligation to look after his mother who

was blind.  Some mark of the man.

Terry explained later that, following

her death, which I now understand

occurred in 1968, he made contact with

the then Bishop of the Broome Diocese

to volunteer his services and was told

to come in from NSW across the top

end.  The Bishop, however, failed to tell

me.  Nevertheless we got on really

well, and in an Aboriginal community

which was not used to the luxury of

sufficient staff, he initially supported us

in the administration role.  We learnt

quickly that he was very practical, could

turn his hand to most things, had tons

of common sense, and related really

well to the people in the community

whom I am sure will be mourning him

now. Perhaps most of all, he became

everyone’s generous and well balanced

friend, something very valued in a

remote location.  A Jesuit student at 

the time – now Fr Brian McCoy –

remembers him as a ‘rock of kindness

and gentleness’.

Terry confessed to stopping at

Lightning Ridge on his way across from

Marrar to do some fossicking.  I’m not

sure how long that distracted him but it

was a hobby that he took up vigorously

when he teamed up with a professional

fossicker on our staff – a Russian man

called Johnny Porkomenko.  After 8 or 9

years they both left Balgo, set up camp

near to the old Halls Creek gold field,

bought their own bulldozer, and lived

very rough.  On Saturdays though, his

dishevelled figure could be seen

emerging from his ubiquitous green

Landcruiser and entering the local

presbytery, where he found a shower

and cooked the evening meal for the

German priest there, Fr Werner Kriener.

After Sunday Mass he collected stores

and returned bush on Monday

mornings.

To return to Balgo though, his time

behind a desk did not last long.  It was

that transformative period in Aboriginal

history when communities like ours

were obliged to move from a sugar and

tea and stick tobacco hand-out regime

to a monetary economy, and stores

were needed.  Terry, with his family

background, saw himself in his element
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in that and his legacy endures to this

day, in that he was the first person to

establish a market economy in that

seriously remote semi-desert outpost.

Incredibly within a few years, and the

input of social security payments, the

turnover was to exceed a million dollars

annually.

Beyond running the store he also

had an interest in aviation.  He told me

the wartime history of his and a

brother’s experience in countries north

of Australia and his own experience

working on aircraft.  Due to Balgo’s

isolation we developed a very active

association with aviation, projected

initially by the need to have our strips

ready 24/7 for RFDS weekly doctor

visits, many unscheduled evacuations,

and a regular mail flight.  But

additionally we had pilots dropping in,

looking to refuel because their aircraft

could not reach the west coast from

Alice Springs.  And later, there was

much activity through exploration from

an oil industry convinced there were

riches to be had on the eastern edge of

the Canning Basin. We acquired our

own planes, first one then up to four.

Terry was designated the first airport

manager, responsible for the

maintenance of the runways, night-time

lighting, perimeter markers, refueling

facilities etc, etc.

Following what really became just a

break in Halls Creek, Terry was pressed

to go to La Grange, now Bidyadanga, on

the coast south of Broome. There too

he breathed new life and order into a

community store, later again at

Lombadina, on the Dampier Peninsula.

TAFE actually asked him to write a store

manual to assist Aboriginal people

manage their own community

businesses.  In 1983 the present

Bishop asked him to tackle the same

task in Kalumburu, at the northernmost

point of WA.  1989 saw Terry move

back to the desert, and into a store at

Lake Gregory, a small community west

of Balgo. 

Finally, concluding that it was time

for at least semi-retirement, in 1990 he

returned to the coast for the last time

and became the live-in caretaker for the

St John of God Sisters who owned a

beach front property well out of town,

and who valued his presence

enormously.  In many ways it was a

lonely life for him, though he also

agreed to become the Broome parish

bookkeeper, a role which he continued

to fulfill faithfully for many years.  Being

free to watch the cricket – and racing –

may have also been part of his

motivation!  Gradually though, his

eyesight began to fail, and different

operations were tried in Perth but not

very successfully.  He stayed with my

predecessor and then myself when he

came south on his annual pilgrimage –

using the once-a-year free flight that

pensioners in the north west were

entitled to.  It was during the last such

visit that he suffered a real collapse

which led to an overnight ACAT

assessment and the blessing of a

vacancy at a hostel in Wagga Wagga,

incredibly next door to his brother!  So

the circle had closed.

While these brief images might

convey a tiny insight into some of

Terry’s activities, they hardly convey the

quality of the man.  Terry seemed to be

driven by the ideal of service, of being

‘others-focused’.  My guess is that

started with his care of his mother, and

it is how he lived wherever he went in

the north-west.  He was a generous

man, totally committed to the Aboriginal

people whose lives he became a part of

– and that in the often very racist

environment of the Kimberley.

Needless to say they really responded

to him. 

I would suggest that the inspiration

behind that commitment lay in his

remarkable love for God and personal

holiness.  It was obvious to all that he

was deeply devoted to daily Mass and

the Eucharist, and to Mary through the

rosary.  That faith, and the strength it

gave him to overcome the many really

difficult situations which life in such a

harsh environment threw up – it may

sound quite romantic when the events

are chronicled as they have been, but

we all through our own life-experience

know better – that faith is something

that Terry really depthed.  Towards the

end it almost consumed him and

became a gift that brought him very

close to God. 

Terry’s life, and that of many

wonderful lay people whom I have been

privileged to know across many years

who served in Aboriginal communities,

is one of the untold stories of the

Church in this country.  Untold partly

because of the remoteness, partly

because of their own reticence, partly

because of the inadequacy of language

to bridge the vast divide in the realities

of life in the outback and the settled

areas.  Terry made the personal

decision to take the step into that

unknown and hopefully his life can be

an inspiration and a challenge to

another generation who are here to

honour him this afternoon.

MAY HE REST IN PEACE.

Eulogy for Terry Murphy
continued
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Justice Matters

There are those rare moments in life when one catches oneself
with a surprising thought.  One is brought up short by an ‘Aha!’ or a
‘Wow!’, and then one can say, ‘Now I get it!’ This can happen at the
strangest times and be triggered by all sorts of experiences;
sometimes they can be quite uncomfortable ones.

I had one of these moments recently when I was listening to all
the disagreement that was going on around the James Price Point
debate.  Should we have a gas processing plant on the peninsula
north of Broome or not?  What is going to happen to our way of life
in the town of Broome?  What negative effects will be visited upon
the residents of the remote communities and outstations on the
peninsula?

A flyer was sent to me to invite me to a rally to protest about the
possible gas hub, and I was not completely comfortable with going.
I have a personal view about the potential environmental hazards and
destructiveness of the proposed gas processing plant and all the
associated infrastructure, and the potential for social disruption,
dislocation, and harmful flow-on effects of an increase in people
traffic in and around the Broome area.

What was the source of this discomfort?  I eventually realized
that I was feeling powerless in this situation; I was not part of the
group that was being asked about this proposal; I was on the outer
watching the traditional owners making the play.  More than that –
and this was the ‘Aha!’ moment – I was now in a position to say that
I was coming close to feeling
what the Indigenous people
must have felt for the past two
hundred years.  A part of the
world that I have come to
love, respect, and wish to
preserve, a country that I
think those who want to come
in and take over for their own
ends do not appreciate or
understand, is under threat –
and I have no real way of
influencing the outcome.

The next phase of my
thinking about this issue and
its resolution was for me to
say, ‘Well, now it is their turn to have a say, and they will have to
live with the consequences as much as I will.’ As much as I would
love to fight and protest to preserve what I see from my perspective
to be worth preserving, it is my turn to have to sit back and watch on
while others make the decisions.

Unlike the situation two hundred years ago, in our time the
Indigenous traditional owners know how we feel and what we think.
I have to trust that all this will be taken into account as they
negotiate a way forward that is going to benefit their interests in the
first place.  I have hope (based on the knowledge of the traditional
owners’ goodness, past generosity, and concern for the land and its
future sustainability) that their long-term interests and those of the
rest of us will eventually coincide.

In the meantime I sit in the uncomfortable place of the powerless
and try to learn something from the experience. 

By Shane Wood cfc

An uncomfortable truth

Vanessa Mills broadcasts across the Kimberley on ABC Radio
every weekday morning.   She’s lived in the region since 2000;
Broome for almost 10 years and in Karratha before that. 

She also lived at Kalumburu for several months and remembers
buying the huge loaves of bread the Sisters baked, sometimes too hot
to handle and delicious to eat on the dusty walk home.   Her father
lived at Kalumburu during the dry season in the early 1960s.  Growing
up she heard many of his tales of Fr Sanz, the mission and going bush
with friends he made in the community.   Real frontier stuff. 

Vanessa admits to being an ad-hoc cook, but this reasonably
simple recipe is a sure fire winner.  

Marinade:

2 tblsp olive oil
1 tblsp rosemary (fresh or dried)

Sauce:

4 chicken fillets, or 8 tenderloins
1 tblsp rosemary (fresh or dried)
4 cloves garlic, chopped
1/4 cup white wine 
1/4 cup chicken stock
1/4 cup cream
1 tblsp Dijon mustard
1 tblsp capers (optional)
2 tblsp olive oil

Marinate chicken for at least 2 hours, or for a day, covered, in the
fridge. If you are having rice, put that on to cook before you start this. 

Heat a frying pan with 2 tblsp olive oil and brown chicken until it’s
almost cooked right through.  Remove chicken and set aside on a plate. 

To make the sauce, pour in white wine (it should deglaze your
hot pan), chicken stock, cream and rosemary. Let it simmer but keep
stirring and just as it starts to thicken add mustard, capers and the
chicken. Cook for about another two minutes.

Serve on a bed of brown rice, polenta or couscous to soak up the
delicious sauce, and a selection of your favourite vegetables or green
salad.

Kimberley Kitchen

Chicken in a rosemary
and mustard sauce
Serves 4 (for 2 simply reduce the sauce ingredients)
Cooking time: 15 minutes

A part of the world that

I have come to love,

respect, and wish to

preserve, a country that I

think those who want to

come in and take over for

their own ends do not

appreciate or

understand, is under

threat –
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Kimberley Wild

The Mulga Snake 
(a.k.a. King Brown) Pseudechis australis

The Mulga Snake is known to have the largest recorded venom
output of any snake in the world (600mg from a single bite).  With
an average length of 1.5m and maximum of 3m, the Mulga is the
heaviest of Australian venomous snakes.  It lives in almost all
regions of Australia, apart from the most southern parts of the
country and Tasmania. The common name of the snake is King
Brown, but this name should be avoided, as it can be confusing when
treating a bite and cause the use of the brown snake anti-venom
instead of the black snake anti-venom.

The Mulga’s venom is not as toxic as some other Australian
snakes and it causes swelling and pain around the bite wound, which
is unusual for other Australian snake bites.  It is active at night and
feeds on rats, mice, birds, lizards and other snakes. It is generally a
non-aggressive snake, but can of course become aggressive when
threatened.  The Mulga Snake does not hibernate in the Kimberley
due to the mild climate.

This was a 2 metre long Mulga Snake which came to ‘visit’ at Mirrilingki,
Warmun. Photo: T Stephan

A Prayer for Priests to 
the Mother of God

Mother of our Redeemer, in this era dedicated to you, 
with great joy we call you blessed. 

You believed in the Word of God the Father 
and declared yourself His handmaid, 

and so, through you, the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. 
We salute you as Mother, our Mother, the Mother of the Church. 

With what great love you must have watched over the infant Church
and what motherly solicitude encouraged the apostles as they

committed themselves to carry on the work 
of Your Divine Son on earth. 

Make the Church ever to be the sign 
and instrument of intimate union with God. 

To you, our Mother, we entrust in a special way 
our Bishop and the priests of our diocese. 

To them has been given a special sharing in the priesthood 
of Your Divine Son. 

He has chosen them to be ministers 
of His Word and Sacrament. 

Ask Him to fill them with zeal, to keep them faithful 
and joyful in His service, conscious of 

the fact that they care and so bring glory to the Father 
and honour to the Church. 

Holy Mother, increase the ranks of our priests by inspiring our young
people to be more generous in their response to serve Jesus in the

priesthood and in religious life. 

Sustain all of us, O Virgin Mary, on our journey of faith 
and obtain for us the grace of eternal salvation.

AMEN

PRIESTSYear
for

JUNE 2009 – JUNE 2010

LIFE

It is sacred
Unborn child at 19 weeks
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Year of the Priest

Journey to priesthood
It has been an extraordinary, long and varied path to this point of

my faith journey. God’s calling started just after I left school in 1984,
but like most young men I put off this call and did various jobs such as
managing service stations in Newcastle and in Queensland, working in
the funeral industry and doing a very short stint in pathology at
Newcastle University hospital. All these various jobs were rewarding
but life was still not fulfilling me.

I travelled to India on and off over a period of seven years and fell
in love with the people. I worked in many slums and leprosy colonies
and eventually heard God’s calling amongst the very poor. I returned to

Australia and joined the
Anglican Seminary in
Newcastle where I
completed four years of
Theology studies.
Naturally I wanted to go
back to India and did just
that. I left the Anglican
Church and went to Pune,
India, and studied Eastern
Philosophy in Jnana
Deepa Vidyapeeth, a
Jesuit seminary. I
completed a Masters
degree in Philosophy and
was prepared to join the
Jesuits in India. God had
other plans.

I tried to stay in India
but the political situation

was in turmoil, hence I returned to Australia and joined the Jesuit
Novitiate in Sydney. This was fulfilling and one part of it included a ten
week stint in Balgo which I enjoyed immensely. After completing the
two year novitiate I was ready to be sent to the missions; however, the
Provincial had other plans - more studies!  I took time to discern this
and then made the decision to go to Bangladesh.  I stayed in the
Seminary in Dinajpur in the north of Bangladesh and was teaching
Eastern philosophy and working with the remote tribal peoples in the
isolated regions in Bangladesh.

Once again I was not able to stay as the political situation in
Bangladesh was, like India, in a mess.  I returned to Australia knowing
that there would be only one place suitable for me.   Hence I
approached Bishop Christopher and he sent me back out to Balgo for
one year to make sure I knew what I was getting myself into! 

Well, needless to say I loved it and finally answered God’s call. I
still needed a more comprehensive education in Catholic Theology so
the Bishop sent me to the Beda College in Rome, where I have been
immersed in a wonderful Catholic experience in preparation for my
future ministry in the Kimberley.

I was ordained to the Diaconate on June 19 last year by Bishop
Christopher who travelled to Rome to ordain myself and seven of my
classmates at St Paul’s Basilica.  

At the moment I am completing my Masters in Theology at the
Angelicum University of St Thomas Aquinas.

My ordination to the Priesthood will take place on July 23, 2010 in
Broome and I am looking forward to being ordained a Catholic Priest
and working with and for the people of the Kimberley.  

John Purnell  

Ordination to Diaconate
Frank Birrell,

who had been
assisting in the
parishes of
Kununurra and
Wyndham, is
presently studying
for the Priesthood
at St Charles
Seminary, Perth.
Frank will be
ordained a
Deacon for the
Diocese of
Broome on 20
August 2010 in
Perth.

Fr Thomas Gil OSB, who was killed in the air raids on Kalumburu in 1943, with
children at the Mission.  Circa 1920s. Photo: Thomas Gil Museum

Yesteryear Images from our past



During the Easter school
holidays, the local kids of
Kalumburu were treated to several
day excursions to the town’s hot-
spot fishing and swimming
locations. Beginning with a trip to
‘Lisa’s Labyrinth’- so named
because of its maze of pools
which cascade into each other- a
group of boys enjoyed jumping
off the natural rock diving-blocks
into the deep water below. 

Later in the week, two fishing
trips to Murragurra - a large beach
just north of the community, saw
some proud young fisherman
parade their great catch of mud
crabs - which were soon cooked

and eaten quickly by campfire. 
On the other hand, the

highlight for some of the girls
would have been going out to one
of the nearby waterholes, playing
swimming games and having a
good sausage lunch under the
gaze of a still gushing waterfall. 

The little ones weren’t
forgotten though.  The day before
school began again saw a big
gathering of 5-6 year olds at a
creek very close to the town,
painting their faces with coloured
ochre and making the most of the
last day of holidays, the kids had a
great time escaping from the heat
of the day. 
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Parish News

Derby

Heading home
Sr Sheila Murphy, of the Sisters of St John of God, was farewelled

from Holy Rosary Parish Derby in April this year having spent almost
23 years teaching and tutoring in the Kimberley.

Sr Sheila first arrived in the Kimberley in 1967.  In 1974 she
returned to Ireland where she remained for 20 years and was involved
with teaching children with Autism.  Sr Sheila spent time in several
Kimberley communities including Beagle Bay, Gibb River and Billiluna
as well as Derby. 

We wish Sr Sheila every blessing as she returns once more to her
homeland of Ireland to take up ministry there.

Sr Sheila (centre) with the Principal of  Holy Rosary School Derby, Mr Robert
Palladino, and REC, Mrs Lisette Spaull.

La Grange-Bidyadanga

Earlier this year, Mr Peter Yip received the Sacrament of
Confirmation in St John the Baptist Church, La Grange.  The Sacrament
was administered by Fr Antony who was providing supply for Parish
Priest, Fr Bernard Amah at the time.  Peter is the CEO for the
Bidyadanga/La Grange Community and is shortly to be married in the
Philippines.  Peter’s sponsor for Confirmation is Rosie Munro of La
Grange.

Photo: L Short

Kalumburu

School Holiday Activities
By Chris Knapman, Pastoral Associate

Painted with ocre and enjoying the cool waters of the creek are, left to right,
Jerome Clark. Faye Smith and Shanielle Bundamurra. Photo: C Knapman

Dates to remember…
9 July 2010 – 60th Anniversary of
Ordination, Bishop John Jobst SAC

23 July 2010 – Ordination to
Priesthood, John Purnell

20 August 2010 – Ordination to
Diaconate, Frank Birrell
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Kimberley Volunteers
By Vicki Baudry, Volunteer Co-ordinator

During the wet, in some areas of our Diocese there has been a lot
of rain, in other areas not so much, but with the rain comes the grass
and the danger of fire.  So, throughout the Diocese our volunteers are
really hard at work tidying up around the properties after the wet.

At Kalumburu, Paul Dwyer has been very busy cutting and
baling hay for the cattle and at Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre in
Warmun the grass areas and the gardens are being trimmed and
maintained by our volunteers.

It is wonderful to be able to announce that five new Kimberley
volunteers have arrived with four of those having made their way up
to Kalumburu Mission, where they have relieved Bill Farrelly and
Dominic Joseph.  Bill is currently on a well earned break back in his
home town of Sydney and Dominic has returned to Canberra.

Our fifth and most recent volunteer is Sonia Starc who now
looks after Reception in our Diocesan office in Broome.

The sad news is that Monica Deblegiers, who has been
volunteering in Halls Creek for just over three years, took a fall
recently and has broken her humerus.  As this will take some time to
heal, Monica has retired from volunteering.  We wish Monica a full
and speedy recovery.

John Bodnar, with his trusty whipper snipper, clears the overgrown grass from
the fence line at Mirrilingki, Warmun. Photo: T Stephan

Cathedral sparkles 
under new paint

Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral is getting a make-over.
Painters Arthur (right) and Karl have been hard at work doing a
marvelous job inside and outside the building, breathing new life into
the much loved church in Broome.

Photo: CAS

WANTED:
Volunteer
Workers
Kimberley Catholic 
Volunteer Service

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires
volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the

Diocese.  Duties may include any of the following: cooking,
working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance,
housekeeping, book-keeping, transport and grounds

maintenance. In return for being part of the team we offer
accommodation, living expenses and an allowance.

Placements are preferred for a period of twelve months

plus but a reduced time would be considered. For further

details and an application form please contact:  

Mrs Vicki Baudry: Phone: 08 9192 1060 or email:
admin@broomediocese.org

PO Box 76, BROOME  WA  6725
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School News

Broome

by Aidan Mitchell

In the last week of Term 1, twenty VET (Vocational Education and
Training) students from St Mary’s College Broome worked in various
businesses and industries around Broome to gain real-life workplace
skills. While some said they were challenged by the early starts,
working with new people and doing dirty jobs in the heat, they all
valued the experience as helping them decide on a future career path.

Jason George in the cockpit of a ‘Super Puma’ at CHC Helicopter. Photo:  A Mitchell

Mulan

By Jennifer Cambridge

At the end of Term 1, the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Education, Ms Julia Gillard, visited St Mary’s College Broome where
she observed a Reading Recovery session and spoke with the Program’s
students and teachers.   Ms Gillard also visited Year 1 classrooms and
BER building sites on the Primary Campus with School Principal, Mr
Tony Treacy.

College Captains, Nilsha Yapa (left) and Jason George, join Principal Mr Tony Treacy
in welcoming Ms Gillard to the College. Photo: A Mitchell

Kununurra

Year 7 students from St Josephs School in Kununurra have been
busy raising money for their school camp planned for the end of the
year.  One exercise was to hold a car boot sale out at Stonecraft.  In
order to attract the public’s attention Cameron and Billy advertised the
event through Waringarri Radio under the watchful eye of their teacher,
Miss Emma.

Photo: A Fyfe

Kindy time at John Pujajangka-Piyirn School, Mulan, means lots of
activity and many things to make for Noonie Lulu with Kelton
Fernandez (left) and Arle Lulu.

Photo: CAS
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School News

Red Hill

By Dean Savoia, Principal

Some fantastic attendance figures were achieved by students of
Warlawurru Catholic School Red Hill (Halls Creek) during Term 1.
Sixteen children attended school more than 90% of the time.  The
children were rewarded with a special certificate at Assembly and
received a basketball or football for their great efforts.  

Warlawurru School joined Halls Creek District High School again
this year in mounting an ATTENDANCE BLITZ during the month of
May.  Agencies in town have pledged to support schools in their efforts
to help children and families raise the attendance rate and with it the
chance of a great education for our children.

Year 1 student Germaine Penn stands in front of his fellow ‘Star Attenders’ –
Germaine’s attendance was 97% in Term 1. Photo: D Savoia

Ringer Soak

Teacher Assistant, Tamara Seela explains to students about Place, Value and
Notation. Photo: C Lord

At Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School, Yaruman/Ringer Soak (East
Kimberley), small group tuition is assisting students in their
understanding of Mathematics.  With practical applications, students are
engaged in learning concepts, using hands-on methods to improve
numeracy.

Warmun

By Neisha Dumesny

Ngalangangpum School at Warmun, took part in an action filled
swimming carnival at the Warmun Swimming Pool on April 1, 2010.
Students aged from six to fourteen years competed in freestyle races,

team relays and kickboard events, as their team mates cheered loudly.
The Red Kangaroos started well but were attacked by the Blue
Crocodiles.  The Gold Goannas looked like winning until the visiting
team, the Jumping Green Frogs from Frog Hollow, leapt ahead to grab
victory by just ten points.  Overall the carnival proved that there is
strong swimming talent in Warmun and both the students and their
teachers agreed the carnival was a wonderful way to end the school
term. 

Wyndham

St Joseph’s School in Wyndham has welcomed Camille
Connaughton and Cristy Brown, student teachers from Notre Dame
University in Fremantle.  Camille and Cristy will spend all of Term 2 at
St Joseph’s.  We look forward to some exciting times ahead.

Photo: M Farrell

Photo: Ngalangangpum School
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PPLLEEAASSEE  RREEMMEEMMBBEERR  
TTHHEE  CCAATTHHOOLLIICC

CCHHUURRCCHH  OOFF  TTHHEE
KKIIMMBBEERRLLEEYY  

IINN  YYOOUURR  WWIILLLL
A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Broome for the religious, educational and

charitable works of the Church allows funds to be
applied  where the need is greatest.

❑ I would like more information 
about remembering the 
Church in my will.

❑ I have already included the 
Church in my will and wish to 
have this noted.

❑ I would like to be contacted for a 
confidential talk about my will, 
or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Name:__________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________ ABN 37 040 099 127

Please mail 
coupon to: 

The Finance Officer,
Diocese of Broome, 

PO Box 76, 
Broome WA 6725

Tel: (08) 9192 1060
or 

Fax: (08) 9192 2136

Garnduwa News
By Leah Thorpe

The past few months have been an extremely busy time for
Garnduwa staff with programs and events being delivered all over
the East Kimberley.

There have been basketball competitions in Kununurra and
Balgo, an Auskick Gala Day held in Halls Creek, School Holiday
Programs in Warmun, Wyndham, Oombulgurri and the Tjuraballan,
and much more!

A highlight during Term 1 was an extremely close Grand Final in
the Kununurra Basketball Competition when St Joseph’s School
Wyndham was defeated, by just one point, by the team from Doon
Doon.

Two Balgo teams made it to the Grand Final in the Balgo
Basketball Competition defeating teams from Mulan and Billiluna.

School Holiday Programs ran very well in all communities with
some fantastic activities being enjoyed including football, basketball,
tee ball, swimming, water polo, slip n slide, disco’s, movie nights,
cooking, beading and much, much more. 

Jamarli Carlton (front), playing for St Joseph’s Wyndham, remains heavily
guarded by Kununurra District High students in a recent basketball encounter.
Photo: L Thorpe

For Brody,
skinning his
first big
Kangaroo
was a
memorable
experience
for this
young hunter
from the
ranges
country.
First the 
tail came off
– large
enough 
on this
boomer for a
very big bowl
of soup. 



■ ABOVE: 
Funds from Lotterywest to the tune of $60,500 have been awarded for restoration
of the side altars at Sacred Heart Church Beagle Bay.  Bishop Saunders recently
conducted a tour of the historic building for WA Premier, Hon Colin Barnett, MLA.
Photo: M Teulan

■ ABOVE: 
Students Shondean Purdie and Savannah Carrington, of Ngalangangpum 

School in Warmun (East Kimberley), having a fun time at the Slip ’n Slide during the
School Holiday Program provided by Garnduwa. Photo: L Thorpe

■ LEFT: 
Volunteers Craig and Marietta Moore (left) have returned for a further six months
to work in the store at Kalumburu Mission in the far north of the Kimberley where
they provide a great service to customers including (left to right) Chantelle Horace
with young Allan, Karen Albert and Ivan Bundamurra. Photo: C Knapman

■ BELOW: 
Rev Deacon John Purnell, presently finishing his studies in Rome, is to be ordained
for the Diocese of Broome as a priest, at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral
Broome, on Friday July 23, 2010.  Deacon John will be ordained by Bishop
Saunders.  Deacon John (seen with Bayden Milner) has spent two placements in
Balgo during his formation time.

■ LEFT: 
Gaining essential skills for possible future employment, as she works on a
vehicle at Broome Motors, is Vocational Education and Training (VET) student,
Sheridan Jaffrey, of St Mary’s College Broome. Photo: A Mitchell
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