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Editorial

Poverty & disadvantage are the real needs
The tenor of the recent

Federal elections: the content,
the manner in which the
campaigns were conducted and
the matters raised by the media,
have exposed a serious weakness
in the fabric of our society.  With
the campaign emphasis on taxes
and the economy, and who
makes the better money
manager, the political air was
filled with fiscal spin, leaving no
room to address the matters of
poverty and disadvantage so
obviously in our midst.

To the great shame of the
nation, the issues of
homelessness, educational
disadvantage, Indigenous affairs,
care of the unemployed and care
for pensioners were largely
forgotten.  Both parties trotted
out the same care-less policies
on the First Australians,
rendering them the Last
Australians in the hierarchy of
care and concern.

In the Kimberley, in every
Shire jurisdiction, the need for
public housing continues to grow
while the supply of homes by
Federal and State Departments
falls further behind.  While the
major political parties continue
to try and outdo each other with
interventionist strategies which
treat Aboriginal people as second

rate citizens, for example
through the use of compulsory
income quarantining, they refuse
to intervene in an economy that
diverts major investment into the
burgeoning private resource
sector with appalling results for
those on the margins.  Sadly, it is
not yet recognized that major
resource developments in any
area of the north, including
Broome, place enormous
pressures on the stocks and the
costs of private and public
housing.  Housing becomes
unaffordable for a greater
number of people, particularly
those who because of a lack of
skills are unable to share in the
boom process.  Costs ratchet up
constantly in this over-heated
building environment, with no
benefit available to help those on
the streets or in the sand-hills or
living in sheds in their parents’
backyard.

Big mining and resource
projects are good for investors
and for governments. The former
get their huge dividends while
the latter increase their royalties.
However, the collateral damage
generated by the flourishing
economic activity includes those
who rent and cannot afford to
purchase or to pay the escalating
prices of the rent.  If they are

going to survive as a family and
if they do not have the skills
needed by the boom-makers then
they have to move out of their
own region to somewhere with
accessible leasing arrangements
and where their skill level can
find satisfactory employment.
There are those who want to
participate in the boom but find
the cost of living is way above
their means.  They have a
moderately paid job but find the
increasing cost of food and
services prohibitive.  The local
economy has simply outstripped
them and the spiralling costs
have left them behind.  Then
there are the poorest of the poor,
who are further impoverished by
the higher cost of living.  The
bright lights attract them, along
with the availability of social
services, but without proper
consideration of their situation
they will remain outcasts, fringe-
dwellers on the perimeters of a
wealth they will never share.

Elections are about winners
and losers.  It’s a pity that in this
election the poor and those on
the edge have, once again,
retained their positions as the
usual losers in an Australian
nation that still hasn’t discovered
the real meaning of moral worth
and a just society.
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Sharelle Lee of Balgo is painted
with traditional ochre in readiness

for celebrations at Luurnpa Catholic
School Balgo, in the Kutjungka
Region of the East Kimberley.
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…the children of Zion

delight in their king; 

They shall dance in

praise of his name,

Play to him on

tambourines and

harp!

Psalm 149:2-3

STEP 7. BE COMMITTED TO NON-VIOLENCE
Acting responsibly and with integrity, we voice our

condemnation of violence and confront the use of violence

and war to solve problems.  Choosing not to hurt or kill

another human being is the greatest contribution each of

us can make to peace.  Our gentleness and peace can

build strong relationships and community.

Ten steps towards being witnesses to the Gospel

Ordination for Broome
Eviction of homeless

Father Kreiner recalls his Kimberley days
INSIDE
This Issue



MICHAEL BUSWELL, a
retired businessman from
Bunbury, came to Broome as a
visitor.  In Bunbury he was very

involved in the Parish as a
counsellor and as an Acolyte.
Michael has decided to remain
in the Kimberley, and has
volunteered himself as a
Kimberley Catholic Volunteer. 

Photo: CAS

DR BRENDAN O’LEARY and
his wife Judy were visitors to
Broome for the Ordination of Fr
John Purnell on 23 July 2010 at
Our Lady Queen of Peace
Cathedral, Broome.  The
O’Leary’s come from Adelaide,
South Australia, and had
previously visited Rev John in
Rome.
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Briefly Speaking

MGR BOB MCGUCKIN was
in Broome to have a well
deserved break from his work
as Vicar General of the Diocese
of Parramatta in New South
Wales.  The Monsignor enjoyed
his visit to Sacred Heart
Church, Beagle Bay and Christ
the King Church, Lombadina-
Djarindjin in the Peninsula
Parish. 

Photo: Tarrawarra

FR TIMOTHY WRIGHT
OSB, the former Abbot of the
Benedictine monastery at
Ampleforth UK, was among the
guests at Fr John Purnell’s
Ordination in Broome.   Abbot
Timothy is on the staff of the
Beda College in Rome where Fr
John studied for four years.

Photo: CAS

FR WILLIAM NICOL was one
of the visitors to the Kimberley
for Fr John Purnell’s ordination
on 23 July 2010 at the
Cathedral in Broome.   Fr Nicol
is a priest in the Diocese of
Westminster UK, and a
graduate of the Beda Pontifical
College in Rome.

Photo: CAS

FR SACHA BERMUDEZ-
GOLDMAN SJ, the Director
of the Jesuit Refugee Service in
Australia, visited Curtin
Detention Centre near Derby,
as part of a team from the
Diocese of Broome
investigating how the Church
might respond to some of the
needs of detainees, who now
number 550.  Most of them
come from Afghanistan.

NUNZIO PAPOTTO, of
Catholic Church Insurances 
Ltd (CCI) in Perth, was recently
in Broome and travelled to
many locations in the
Kimberley.  This is an annual
event for Nunzio who keeps an
eye on Diocesan properties for
CCI and the Bishop.

Photo: J Grimson

FR OLIVER OKOLIE comes
to us from Nigeria.  He is a
priest of the Diocese of Orlu,
from the same village as 
Fr Bernard.   Ordained on 21
August 1993, Fr Oliver is in the
Diocese of Broome for a year,
during which time he will 
serve in a variety of places in
the Kimberley.
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MGR RODERICK
STRANGE, the Rector of the
Beda College in Rome, came
all the way to Australia for the
Ordination of Rev John Purnell
of Broome Diocese, WA and
Rev John McHugh of Armidale
Diocese, NSW.

Photo: CAS

MARY O’REERI from the
Dampier Peninsula, a NATSICC
nomination from the Diocese of
Broome, along with Robert
Dann of Broome, will join a
group of pilgrims travelling to
Rome for the canonisation of
Blessed Mary MacKillop in
October.
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Office of Justice, 
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

Violence – more than 
fists and boots

This column is being written a fortnight before election day, so
I have no idea what the last two weeks of campaigning have in
store, or who will be in government when you are reading this.
But it will be published just before the launch of the Australian
Bishops’ Social Justice Sunday Statement.

The title of the 2010 Statement is Violence in Australia: A
Message of Peace. It deals with the prevalence of anger and
violence in this country, with the path to peace that Christ has
pointed out for us, and with the work that ordinary women and
men can do for peace.

On the face of it, violence has little to do with Australian
politics.  However, the bishops suggest that the idea of violence is
broader than we might think.  It’s more than assaults on
strangers or on family, than road rage or fights at football games.
Violence and its brother, anger, find their roots in the human
heart and their expression at every level of our lives. 

For example, the Statement refers to the culture of
antagonism and confrontation in the media and in politics.  So
perhaps we can see the election campaign from a different angle.
How did the behaviour of candidates and the media stack up
against the Gospel’s message of peace?  Did they listen and
respond beyond sloganeering and point-scoring?

The Statement refers to the demonisation of groups such as
asylum seekers and of minorities.  For me, the attitude of the two
major parties with regard to asylum seekers was one of the most
disappointing aspects of the campaign.  Neither party treated the
issue as involving much more than deterrence to safeguard
Australia’s border security.  There was very little consciousness
that most asylum seekers are themselves the victims of violence,
or that the issue of refugees is a transnational one.

The policy towards asylum seekers is one example of both
parties’ reliance on the blunt instrument of law-and-order
enforcement to deal with complex issues.  Another is their
approach to justice for Indigenous people.  Both sides are
committed to the continuation of income quarantining in the
Northern Territory and to the main planks of the Northern
Territory Emergency Response.  Neither shows much
commitment to consultation with Indigenous people or to a policy
of education and empowerment.

Law and order can all too easily be the first response to an
issue like homelessness.  In early August, Bishop Christopher
Saunders issued a media statement criticising the forced removal
of Indigenous people from the sand dunes of Kennedy Hill in
Broome. 

‘In the process, possessions such as tents, blankets and food
and medication were taken away’, he said.  ‘To witness homeless
people losing the only shelter they had makes me question
Australia’s resolve to address homelessness.’

Violence involves more than fists.  Policies like these can be a
form of violence and can plant seeds of dispossession, rage and
frustration.  This year’s Statement has a lot to say to Australians
who are committed to Christ’s peace.

Curtin Detention Centre Visit
The Bishop of Broome, +Christopher Saunders, has led a fact

finding tour to the Curtin Detention Centre, near Derby.  Here some 550
asylum seekers and refugees, mainly of Afghan origin, are housed in
transportable buildings in the remote location awaiting the outcome of
their application to stay in Australia. 

Detention Centre Manager Bruce Needham, was open and helpful
during the time of the comprehensive tour that he organised for the
Bishops’ group.  Accompanying the group, also, was Director of the
Jesuit Refugee Service, Fr Sacha SJ.

From left; Mgr Paul Boyers VG, Mrs Lyn Henderson-Yates (Notre Dame University,
Broome Campus), Bishop Christopher, Bruce Needham (Detention Centre Manager)
and Br Peter Thrupp CFC (Christian Brothers). Photo: F Prior

Southern Visitors
A group of four students from Xavier College, Melbourne,

spent time at St Mary’s College in Broome recently as part of their
Kimberley exchange.  While in Broome the students visited Bishop
Saunders.  Pictured from left, are Tom Bergin, Thomas Buttifant,
teacher Mr Darren Side, Bishop Saunders, Denis Mooney and
Michael Henderson.

Photo: S Starc



Viewpoint

All those years ago when I decided, with the help of some
friends, to enlist in the Boy Scouts, both my parents seemed very
happy realizing that this was going to be a healthy and harmless
pastime for their eldest son.  My father seemed particularly
chuffed with my plans for membership, since he himself had been
excluded from joining as a lad during the Depression because he
couldn’t afford a uniform.  He recalled that he had worked very
hard at odd-jobs around the Brisbane neighbourhood, always on
the lookout for an enterprising opportunity.  Standing in water
hazards at the golf course all day retrieving the mistakes of slice-
prone golfers earned the occasional penny, but altogether he was
only able to buy a Scout hat.  This, he told me, he wore with great
pride around the family home and in the street, like some sort of
emblem of belonging, but it was not enough to make him eligible
to gain a ‘Fire-Lighters Badge’ or a Badge for correctly tying ropes
into particular knots.  These were reserved for fully attired and
paid-up financial members only.

The Scouts’ Promise was a curious creed that we all knew off
by heart: “I promise to do my best to do my duty to God and the
Queen, to help other people at all times and to obey the Scout
Law”.   Republicans, like the very poor, were obviously not
encouraged.   And neither were atheists or anarchists.  But good
Scouts were “loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient,
cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and reverent”.  And nobody would
argue with that.  This most certainly was a good club to belong to.

I noticed recently that there have been some corrections to the
Scouts’ Promise, no doubt reflecting the times in which we live.  In
Australia, Scouts now do their best to do their “duty to my God”,
since God has obviously become a personal possession, and the
mention of the Queen in the oath is optional.  Interestingly enough,
in the Netherlands the mention of God is optional while in Belgium
Scouts swear to be loyal to “a higher ideal”.  In Canada they
promise “to be true to myself, my beliefs and Canada”.  These are
interesting times to be alive, but they are not times we can
describe as religious or faith filled.

The recent bubble surrounding Julia Gillard’s self-professed
atheism stands in notable comparison with her predecessor’s
publicly recorded religious affiliations.  Kevin Rudd’s brief and
unplanned visit to the tomb of Blessed Mary MacKillop, like his
religious article in The Monthly magazine, kept the Canberra
watchers buzzing and employed for quite some time.  For the most
part Ms Gillard’s public atheism hasn’t been of any great
consequence in the minds of many voters - and there’s the rub. 

It is quite obvious that God is being increasingly marginalized
in our secular society.  To remove God from the picture, so the
theory goes, enables more personal freedom.  Hence, the abortion
industry continues to flourish, respect for human life is eroded,
selfishness remains dominant in the marketplace, people become
enslaved by their over developed egos, and scramble to be at the
top of the food chain with no objective standard by which to live
their lives.  Political expediency rules the day.

So how does the Christian survive in such a culture?  We live in
the world and have the obligation to be part of its workings.
Withdrawal is not an option.  In our private lives prayer and
meditation are the foundations of spiritual prosperity.  In this
sustainable milieu the Christian can keep a critical faculty alive,
thereby resisting the temptation to be drawn into popularist
opinions and behaviours.  Public worship, Liturgy and Devotion;
these bond us in a communion that enables us to thrive even in
the most oppressively secular environs.  Our commitment to the
Gospel compels us, through word and action, to be ‘a light to the
gentiles’ and a leaven in the midst of society.  In faith, Jesus Christ
is our roadmap; it is He who guides our relationship with God and
with our fellow travellers.

In our quest, begun at baptism, to live as children of God, to
pursue a life of holiness and to reflect the beauty of God in our
world, we need to be constantly forming ourselves.  Doing our duty
and living in faith according to our promises is without a doubt the
way of life we are called to.  All good scouts know that.

By Bishop Christopher Saunders DD

Scouting faith filled horizons
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LITTLE
EDGAR
FREDERICKS
is a ‘Pie Man’
and his dad
Solomon and
mum
Sharona
reckon he’s
just perfect
too!

Photo: CAS Photo: CAS

AGGIE PIGRAM
has ‘double trouble’
to handle in her pram
but really she is
content to consider it
‘double the joy’.
Twins Kael and Jedd
were born on 3 June
2010.   Parents Aggie
and Jesse now have
three children to love
and care for.

New Kids on the block
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www.caritas.com.au

Caritas Australia is urgently calling for support to
respond to the escalating humanitarian tragedy unfolding in
Pakistan with an estimated twenty million people affected,
millions homeless and water borne diseases and illness
spreading rapidly.  The death toll is expected to rise
dramatically with more flooding predicted.

“Reports are indicating 20 million people are affected by
the heavy flooding. That’s nearly equivalent to Australia’s
entire population.  The scale of this tragedy is simply
enormous.  It’s affecting more people than the 2004 Boxing
Day tsunami,  the 2005 Kashmir and this year’s Haiti
earthquakes combined,” Mr de Groot says.

“Yet the response so far in the media and from the public
has been substantially less than for previous humanitarian
disasters.  Despite the slow start, we know that human
suffering on this magnitude will trigger compassion in the
hearts of Australians because we have seen their limitless

generosity before during large scale disasters.
“As the days go on, the situation is becoming more

precarious for everyone, with the sick, old, frail and very
young being the most susceptible to disease and illness.
Water borne illnesses and diseases like cholera and diarrhea
are threatening the survivors.

Many people have lost everything. Their livestock have
died, crops have been destroyed, houses washed away and
their livelihoods washed away with it.”

You can support the Caritas Australia South Asia Floods
Appeal - Pakistan by calling 1800 024 413 or online at
www.caritas.org.au

Flood victims evacuate their villages in Sukkur located in Pakistan's Sindh
province August 8 2010. Photo: Caritas International Pakistan

Caritas Kimberley

Estimated 20 million people
affected in Pakistan floods:
Situation worsening daily 

PROJECT COMPASSION 2010 RAISES HIGHEST-EVER COLLECTION
Caritas Australia says this year’s Project Compassion has raised

nearly $9.4 million, making it the most successful in over 40 years
since the annual Lenten campaign was launched in 1966.
Congratulations and thanks to all who contributed.

Kimberley Volunteers
By Vicki Baudry, Volunteer Co-ordinator

There goes a saying, when one door closes another opens, and
how true this has been for our Kimberley Volunteers.  

You would have read about Michael Buswell in Briefly
Speaking, and just as Helen and Laurie Short left La Grange-
Bidyadanga Parish, Michael volunteered his services to our Diocese.
As he had some local knowledge of La Grange, having worked at
Port Smith for a period of time, and attending Mass at La Grange, he
was more than happy to head down there and work with Fr Bernard!

It was wonderful to see Michael Keane, Marion Whitbread and
Chris Knapman, all volunteers from Kalumburu Parish, here in
Broome for the recent Ordination of Fr John Purnell.  Chris was able
to drive down from Kalumburu with a group of Parishioners, and
although his trip down was quite eventful (two punctures and a
broken windscreen), his trip back to Kalumburu was incident free. 

Tomasz, Anna and Jakub Stephan have returned safely to Poland,
and Tomasz is preparing to commence work in October.

Most of our team of volunteers will be preparing to head home
before Christmas, so we are currently advertising in Parish Bulletins
for more volunteers.  The expressions of interest have been quite
numerous, and we remain hopeful that we will now receive many
actual applications!

Our thoughts, prayers and sincere thanks go always to our
volunteers and their families.

Not one to be idle for more
than five minutes, Mirrilingki volunteer John McMahon decided the shed

needed a good cleanout and tidy.  Photo: B Farrelly

At Kalumburu Mission, Paul Carr (L) and
Paddy Geary (R) proudly show off the results of their hard work!  The donga
kitchen was indeed due for an upgrade, and it certainly looks like a job well
done! Photo:  L Zieba
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Catholic Mission

www.catholicmission.org.au

Timor-Leste: Helping our
neighbour find his feet 

After the Philippines, Timor-Leste is the only other Christian
country in Asia.  The population is overwhelmingly Catholic.  The
plight of Timor-Leste is of great concern to the Catholic Church in
Australia.

Brisbane school teacher Michelle Kermond, 30, last year went
to Timor-Leste on an immersion program organised by Catholic
Mission to see practical projects that are assisting the Timorese
people to
recover and
rebuild their
shattered lives
and their
society. 

“The
hardships,
poverty and
spiritual
richness are
all side-by-
side,” said
Michelle. “I
left the
country wanting to do more to help,” said Michelle.  Since her trip
Michelle has been sharing her experiences with schools and
community groups in Brisbane. 

“I saw many practical projects that are directly helping
traumatised people,” she said. “The Dominican-run orphanages
in Dili was very moving.  There dozens of orphaned children live
together, their education and clothing directly funded through
donations from Catholic Mission.”

Everywhere in Timor-Leste Michelle saw “a poor, traumatised
and war-torn land”. 

“Most communities have no electricity and no fresh water.
One terrible statistic is that 22 per cent of children under the age
of two die from preventable diseases like diarrhoea and malaria.
There’s very little sanitary infrastructure and children are exposed
to infections from effluent in open sewers.”

Seeing these stories up-close has enthused Michelle to help
Catholic Mission’s October Mission Month fundraising appeal
which this year is focused on Timor-Leste. 

“The message I tell people is that your donation can make a
difference to someone’s life.  By giving you can support people
who do not choose to live in poverty but are born into it and suffer
to survive. ” 

Last year Catholic Mission in Australia raised more than $12.5
million to assist missions in more than 160 countries, including
mission work in the Diocese of Broome.

Donate online at www.catholicmission.org.au or phone 1800 257 296.

Michelle Kermond, pictured with a young Timorese girl. 
Photo: Catholic Mission Australia

Great tucker
Jack

Elezovich, an
old Kimberley
identity and
former owner of
Nita Downs
Station, not only
knows how to
grow cattle but he
can cook them
too. Using a
rotating spit over
a nine hour
period, armed with a big supply of perfect wood and a secret recipe for
his basting sauce, Jack produced a feed for the huge crowd who attended
the wedding of his son Kurt to Nikki Jack at Country Downs Station.

Photo: CAS

Evicting the homeless
By Bill Worth

Until recently, up to thirty people have been camped out illegally on
Kennedy Hill overlooking Roebuck Bay, Broome.  These homeless
people from all over the Kimberley have been the subject of some
vitriolic debate to do with their unkempt sleepouts.  Roger, from
Kununurra, was one of more than a dozen evicted from the Hill near the
Mangrove Hotel by Broome Shire authorities, escorted by police in
downtown Broome.   After his eviction, Roger moved to another part of
the Hill.  “I mind me own business mate.  Them people shoved me out
from over there but I’m in this hollow part now away from the road.  I’m
not hurting no-one and I got nowhere else to go anyway,” he said.  

Others evicted from the vacant land have moved into already
overcrowded homes, or they have found some space at the sobering up
shelter, or they are simply sleeping rough exposed to the elements.  It

would seem this
eviction is primarily
about image and not
about care for the
people.  

“The problem
with this raid is that
there was no thought
given to the
consequences of this
action.  They have
been moved away,
out of sight, but now

they are not only homeless but shelterless.  Many of their tents and
tarpaulins were confiscated and taken to the tip,” said Bishop of Broome,
Christopher Saunders.  “They have had their personal belongings
removed, including their medicines, and now they have nowhere to go.”
Centacare can help some to return to their country but for the others this
remains a social problem and not a police matter.    So far, since the
eviction exercise, seventeen people have been repatriated by bus.

Interestingly enough, the eviction took place on the eve of ‘Homeless
Persons’ Week’.

Want to help?  Contact Homeless Action Group on 08 9192 8751
(Business Hours).

[Footnote:  Roger and his de facto have been found alternative
accommodation in a one bedroom flat.  They are the only ones of the
evicted homeless to have had their lot improved in such a manner.]
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Please make donations payable to:

THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (WA) and post to:
The Sacred Heart Church Beagle Bay 
Conservation and Restoration Appeal
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Postal Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. 

Receipts will be issued.

MY DONATION:

❑ $25    ❑ $50   
❑ $100   ❑ Other

My/Our cheque/money order/cash 
is enclosed 
OR   
❑ Mastercard     
❑ Visa    
❑ Bankcard
Card No.

 Signature                                               Expiry Date                                

September 2010 marks ten years since the bell tower at Sacred Heart Church,
Beagle Bay was reduced to this pile of rubble on 7 September 2000.

Photo: Archives Diocese of Broome.

Yesteryear Images from our past

Our Lady had many great
joys as the mother of Jesus,
but she had so much to suffer,
as well. 

Being a loving mother she
suffered greatly as she
helplessly watched when Jesus was treated so cruelly by his
enemies.  What terrible suffering to see her Son die on the cross. 

Mary is the queen of martyrs because her spiritual pain was
much greater than the bodily pain suffered by the martyrs.  Her
heart was like an altar when on Calvary she offered up her beloved
Son Jesus to save us. 

The seven times of great suffering during Mary's life were:- 
1. The first was when she took Baby Jesus to the temple.  There

the prophet Simeon told her that a sword of suffering would
pierce her heart when Jesus would be put to death. 

2. Her second sorrow was when she and St Joseph had to flee to
Egypt with Jesus because Herod's soldiers were trying to kill
him. 

3. The third suffering came when Mary searched three days in
Jerusalem for Jesus and finally found him in the temple. 

4. Our Lady's fourth sorrow was when Jesus was whipped and
crowned with thorns. 

5. Her fifth great pain was caused by his being lifted on the cross,
where he died after three hours of agony. 

6. Mary's sixth sorrow was the moment when Our Lord's sacred
body was placed in her arms. 

7. And her seventh suffering came when he was buried in the
tomb. 
Mary did not feel sorry for herself or complain because she had

to suffer so much during her life. Instead, she offered her sorrows
to God for our sake.  She is our Mother.  Because she loves us
dearly, she was happy to suffer that we might someday share her
joy with Jesus in heaven.

Saint News

Our Lady of
Sorrows
Feast Day 15 September

At just 10 weeks

LIFE It is sacred

The Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay
Conservation and Restoration Appeal
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One Who Prays Is Never Alone,
Affirms Pontiff
Reflects on Our Father during 
Angelus address
CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy, JULY 25, 2010 (Zenit.org).- 

The voice of one
who prays is
interwoven with the
voice of the Church,
since "no one who
prays is ever alone,"
says Benedict XVI.

The Pope made
this reflection today
before reciting the
midday Angelus with
those who had
gathered at the papal
summer residence in
Castel Gandolfo.

The Holy Father
drew from the Gospel
of today's liturgy for
his reflection, which
presented Christ's
teaching of the Our
Father prayer.

He noted how Jesus draws the lesson from "his own
prayer, with which he addresses God, his Father."

And this prayer, the Pontiff observed, is among the "first
words of sacred Scripture that we have known since
childhood. They fix themselves in the memory, they form our
lives, they accompany us until our last breaths."

Benedict XVI reflected on how the Our Father
"incorporates and expresses human material and spiritual
needs."

"It is not an asking to satisfy one’s own wants," he said,
"but rather to keep alive one’s friendship with God, who - the
Gospel always says - 'shall give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask for him!'"

The Bishop of Rome went on to note that each time we
pray the Our Father, "our voice interweaves with the voice of
the Church, because no one who prays is ever alone."

He concluded, citing a 1989 document from the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith: “Each one of the
faithful must try to seek and can find in the truth and wealth
of Christian prayer, taught by the Church, his own way, his
own style of prayer … he will thus let himself be guided … by
the Holy Spirit, who leads him, through Christ, to the
Father."

Vatican DossierNCP Convention 
Last month Mgr Paul Boyers, Parish Priest of Derby and Vicar

General of the Diocese of Broome, attended the National Council of
Priests (NCP) Convention at Parramatta in NSW.

Fr Ian McGinnity, the Chairman of the NCP, and Bishop Anthony
Fisher OP, Bishop of Parramatta, in opening the Conference welcomed

the two hundred and fifty priests and four bishops
present at the
conference.

During the
three days of
the Convention
there was an
enthusiasm and
energy and a
sense of
discernment
among those
present.

Presenters
included Fr
Donald
Cozzens, an
American priest
in charge of

formation of men for the Priesthood and author of books on the
priesthood and priestly spirituality, and Fr Richard Lennan, an
Australian priest lecturing in Theology in the United States who
delivered a paper in which he referred to the many interruptions to
priesthood today eg media reporting, shortage of priests.

The National Council of Priests is a forum for listening, sharing and
fraternity among priests.

At the Convention, from left, Fr Michael Morrissey
(Mullewa WA), Mgr Paul Boyers (Derby WA) and Fr Paul Hanna
(Blackheath NSW)  Photo: Fr P Sykes

Never see a need
without doing
something about it.
Mary MacKillop, 1871

History will be made on 17 October 2010
when Mary MacKillop will become Australia’s
first canonised saint.

For more information go to the Mary Mackillop website -
www.marymackillop.org.au

God of the pilgrim
Mary MacKillop trusted your guidance

in her journey of life
and deepened her confidence in your will.
May we renew our trust in your Providence

to lead us in hope.
May we relish the sacred in the ordinariness

of our lives.
May we grow in the fullness of your love

and the depth of your mystery.
We ask this through Jesus Christ the way,

the truth and the life.
Amen.
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(Indian Coconut Cabbage – Serves 4)

Thelma Carvalho, from Fremantle, now calls Broome her home
after spending three years in Esperance.  Thelma was born in
Jamshedpur, India and the family's origin is Portuguese, several
generations back. This tasty dish
has been enjoyed by the family
over the years and is a great
accompaniment to any fish or
meat dish.

Ingredients

Half a large firm green cabbage
(not Chinese)
4 tablespoons oil
1 large onion, finely chopped
2 or 3 fresh green or red
chillies, seeded and sliced or 2
teaspoons Paprika, if you
don’t want that slight chilli
taste (I use about 1 teaspoon
dried chilli – not too hot)
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 teaspoon fresh ginger, finely grated or minced
1 teaspoon ground turmeric
11/2 teaspoons salt, or to taste
2 – 3 tablespoons dessicated coconut
1 tablespoon whole black mustard seeds
1/2 teaspoon sugar

Method

Core the cabbage and slice (fine long shreds).  Heat oil in a large
pan/wok over a medium-high flame.  When hot, add the black
mustard seeds and cover immediately.  As soon as the mustard seeds
begin to pop (this takes just a few seconds), add the onion and chillies
and fry till soft.  Add the ginger and garlic, and stir till golden.

Add the turmeric and the cabbage, fry and toss cabbage in the
mixture.  Then cover and cook over a low heat for 10 – 15 minutes,
or until cabbage is tender, but not too soft.  (Add a little water to
cook the cabbage if required.)

When cooked, add sugar and salt, and mix well.  Then add the
dessicated coconut and mix thoroughly.

If there is any liquid in the bottom of the pan, leave cover off
and stir over a medium heat, until all the liquid is absorbed.

Serve as an accompaniment to rice and curries.

Kimberley Kitchen

Spicy Fried Cabbage
Fr Kreiner: powering on
Bishop Christopher
Saunders was in
Germany in July
and visited retired
Pallottine
missionary Fr
Werner Kreiner.
He writes of that
brief visit.

Fr Werner Kreiner
still has fond memories
of his days in the
Kimberley and speaks
often of these times with
his confreres at
Limbourg in Germany
where he lives in
retirement.

For some time now he has been putting together his memoirs that
cover an exciting span of years spent in serving the Lord and his Church in
the Diocese of Broome.  Fr Werner has some clear recollections of his
days at Lombadina Mission which he says emphatically was “One great
highlight of my missionary life in the north among the Aboriginal people.”
He continued, “We were poor and we had to work very hard to survive.
All of us – Priests, Sisters, Aboriginal people and Lay Missionaries.  They
were good days.”

After that, he spent some time at St Joseph’s Hostel in Derby where he
worked alongside some “very dedicated people, good and kind and
committed to caring for the students.”

His last eighteen years in the far north were lived out at Halls Creek
Parish, where he spent time with a visiting linguist learning the language
and travelling long distances.  “I used to go to Turkey Creek and Ringer
Soak.  With the help of the Canossian Sisters and the Josephite Sisters we
had many visits end with baptisms, at both places.  So many people were
moved by the spirit to follow Jesus.  From them I learnt much too,” he
said, with a nostalgic tone in his voice.

Fr Kreiner’s selfless nature and engaging good humour comes alive as
he recalls events and moments that made his life of priestly service in the
Kimberley.  He doesn’t enjoy good health now but struggles on regardless.
His determination to keep going,  despite the hardship of getting around,
draws much admiration from his Superior, Fr Alexander SAC and his
fellow retired priests and brothers who, like Fr Werner, are heroes who
have toiled in the vineyard of the Lord for many years.

Ordained on 26 July 1953, Fr Kreiner is determined to be around for
his sixtieth anniversary in three years’ time.  His fierce determination in
mission and in life is a good indication that we should expect him to be
celebrating that great occasion with joy and boundless thanksgiving.

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within
the Diocese.  Duties may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle
maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping, transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance.

Placements are preferred for a period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be

considered. For further details and an application form please contact:  

Mrs Vicki Baudry: Phone: 08 9192 1060 or email: admin@broomediocese.org

PO Box 76, BROOME  WA  6725

WANTED:
Volunteer
Workers
Kimberley Catholic 
Volunteer Service
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‘Where now?’ we might ask, more

than a year after the Prime Minister’s

Apology to the Stolen Generations.  Can

we still remember what he said on behalf

of the nation at that time?  Do we still

have that feeling about what he said?

What difference has the Apology made in

our lives since then?

For Christian people, a true and

sincere apology can never be taken lightly.

It indicates a change of heart, a

recognition that something needs to be

different.  We are saying that we want to

turn around.  We want to make a

commitment to a new future.  Apologies

are always more than words.  They

involve the heart, courage and being

prepared to take a risk.  The fruit of an

apology is seen in a new attitude, in new

behaviour and the desire to walk on a new

path.  It is about wanting to live in a new

relationship with God and one another.

To help us think more about the Prime

Minister’s Apology and what each of us

has done since then, we offer the

following piece of art to help us reflect on

the occasion of Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander Sunday this year.  The

painting is by George Lee Tjungurrayi who

lives in the Wirrimanu community in the

Kimberley of Western Australia.  George’s

father was taken away as a young boy.

He was removed from his family in central

Australia.  He was taken a long way north

to live in a very different environment,

with other Aboriginal people, at Garden

Point on Melville Island.  Later, as a young

adult, he was able to return home to his

family and people but he could not speak

their language.  He had missed those

important years growing up as a young

man listening to the old people, learning

their songs and receiving their love.  His

father was one of the Stolen Generations.

Now, decades later, George is an

adult.  He feels strongly and sad about

what happened to his father but wants to

support reconciliation and make a better

future for the young people in his family

and community.  In this painting he

describes the life of young Aboriginal men

and women today and how many of them

struggle with the daily choices that

confront them.  He says: ‘Young people

are caught everyday in making good and

healthy decisions.  They are trying to

balance two cultures, two ways of

thinking and behaving.  They can find it

hard and sometimes they give up.  They

feel being pulled two ways, and

sometimes the pressure to change come

too fast as they try to balance Aboriginal

and non-Aboriginal culture’.

In this painting George has shown

some key tensions

that can exist today

in the lives of young

Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander

Australians.  They

can feel being pulled

between their own

cultural values and

those of the

dominant Australian

society.  They can

find it hard to

balance these

After the Apology: What now
Bishops Commission for Relations with Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference

ABORIGINAL SUNDAY 2010 pressures and tensions.  He identifies five

tensions: culture, family, oneself, country

and spirit. 

Each tension reminds us about the

history of this land and why the Prime

Minister’s Apology was needed if healing

of past hurts was to begin.  The Apology

touched the hearts of many Australians

because it spoke an important truth about

our past and acknowledged that a better

future is also up to each one of us.  The

past is not something to be found in a

history book.  It is discovered in people’s

lives and for many Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander people there remains a

painful history they continue to remember

and carry within them.  This painting can

help us remember what some continue

to live with today.  It can also invite us to

think about the Apology and what we

have done since that time.  It can offer

some ideas and suggestions to take the

Apology one step further. 

‘We honour the Indigenous
peoples of this land, the
oldest continuing cultures
in human history …’

Culture:  Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander people can feel that many

Australians do not respect their culture.

• Do I know the name of the Traditional

people of the land where I live? 

• Have I tried to learn something about

them?  Do I know the original names

of places, mountains and rivers where

I live? 

• When we have important meetings or

occasions do I acknowledge them?
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‘We apologise especially for
the removal of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children
from their families …’

Family:  Many Australians do not know

much about the Stolen Generations and

how children were removed from their

families. 

• Have I listened to any of the stories of

the Stolen Generations where

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

people describe what happened to

them, their parents and grandparents?  

• What do these stories tell me about

the importance of family, Church and

being Australian?  

• In what ways can I pay respect to this

sad part of our Australian story?

‘For the pain, suffering and
hurt of these Stolen
Generations, their
descendants and for their
families left behind, 
we say sorry ...’

Oneself:  Western culture places great

emphasis on people learning to take

individual responsibility for their lives

whereas Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander culture places great importance

on family and extended relationships.

• What do I know about the ancient

history of my own land?

• When did I last read or listen to or go

to see something that could help me

celebrate the ancient history and

culture of my own country?

• What responsibility have I taken for

furthering reconciliation in this country

and caring for this land I love?  

• Are there any Aboriginal people

among my friends?

‘We apologise especially
for the removal of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children from …
their country …’

Country:  Most Australians live in cities.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

people can be found in all of our major

cities and in rural and remote

communities. 

• Who is my favourite Aboriginal or

Torres Strait Islander musician, artist,

dancer or story-teller?

• What do they sing, paint, dance or talk

about?

• How can I share and enjoy more their

music, art, theatre and stories

‘We the Parliament of
Australia respectfully
request that this apology be
received in the spirit in
which it is offered as part of
the healing of the nation …’

Spirit:  Spirituality is at the heart of being

Christian.  It is the strength and grace of

reconciliation.  It is also at the heart of

being Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander.  

• Where is the Spirit of healing and

reconciliation to be found in my local

Church, school, family or workplace?

• When I use the word ‘sorry’ what

does the Church and the Gospel teach

me that it means?  How does that

understanding enrich the Prime

Minister’s Apology?

• How can I make ‘sorry’ more than a

word?

George’s painting reveals areas of

tension for young Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander people as they seek to

balance the various forces in their lives.

They want to find balance between what

their culture tells them is important and

what Australian society also tells them.

Sometimes for them, and sometimes for

those who want to walk with them

across the bridge of reconciliation, the

journey is not always easy.

The painting also reveals energy.

Flowing into and out of each of the

tensions is life and the possibility of

finding new life, even within the tension.

It is a reminder that when the Prime

Minister apologised he released an

energy that enables all Australians to

listen to the tensions, the pain and the

hurt that many Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander people continue to carry.  For us

as Christians, the Holy Spirit encourages

us to listen.  It reminds us that apologies

are opportunities of grace.  It gives us the

courage to respond

‘We today take this first step
by acknowledging the past
and laying claim to a future
that embraces all Australians
… a future where all
Australians, whatever their
origins, are truly equal
partners, with equal
opportunities and with an
equal stake in shaping the
next chapter in the history of
this great country, Australia.’

As Christians we belong to a religious

tradition that allows us to listen, to share in

an apology and allow its healing and grace

to make us better people and a nation.

This challenge is up to us as individuals,

but also up to us as families, communities,

at home, school and in our work.  As Pope

John Paul II invited us in 2006: let us

become the Church Jesus calls us to be.
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After the Apology –
What now —  continued



While visiting the

Broome Regional

Prison during the

course of my usual

pastoral rounds many years ago, I was

called into one cell which

held six inmates. “Hey

Bish”, called out the

young man with his

guitar in hand. “We’ve

got a new song.  We just

wrote it.  It’s called the

The Boys in Green”.  The

tune was catchy enough

but there was a notable

pathos in the lyrics that

spoke of belonging, of camaraderie and of

the community that is felt among many of

the prison population in their green drill

uniforms.  The song hinted that it was

most certainly safer on the inside and,

while they looked forward to their day of

release, there was a great deal of

apprehension that what awaited them

was more of the same sorts of things that

had led them to gaol in the first place.

The six lads were typical according to

an accepted profile of those behind bars

in this State.  They were Aboriginal, had

reached a low educational standard,

normally resided in Social Housing, had

lived in a family where alcohol and/or drug

abuse was prevalent, left school at an

early age and/or had experienced long

periods of suspension, were habitually

unemployed, came from families regarded

as dysfunctional, did not enjoy good

physical or mental health, possessed poor

social skills, had attained few, if any, work

related skills and previously had a long

history of interaction with the law and the

juvenile justice system. 

Each of those young men had

committed crimes of one sort or another

when under the influence of alcohol or

drugs. Two of them had breached

restraining orders, two of them had been

guilty of violence and assault, while the

other two had been found

guilty of theft including

break and entry.  All of

them owed significant

amounts in fines for driving

and other offences.  In a

terrible sense it was so

evidently predictable that

these youngsters should

find themselves in custody.

Their poverty and

deprivation and life-styles had trapped

them and locked them on to the lowest

rung of the socio-

economic ladder.   The

resultant hopelessness

led them easily to a life

of risk taking with little

regard for the law.

Living on the margins

meant making choices

that sometimes had dire

consequences that

brought them into

contact with the criminal

justice system and gaol. 

As well as living in a

manner that brought

them into conflict with

the law these young

men also suffered

unhealthily negative relations with the

police.  Some of them felt provoked by

individual police officers and by their own

estimation they were made to feel

worthless or second rate.  On presenting

at court they received legal advice and

representation from sometimes over-

worked and under-resourced legal aid

authorities.  The limited quality of their

legal help and their own reticence to

articulate their defence in the face of an

overwhelming, culturally foreign

environment as found in the courtroom

may well, in some cases, have

contributed to their doing time.

If we are ever to seriously reduce the

sheer numbers serving time in our penal

institutions, and reduce the horrendous

rate of imprisonment amongst Indigenous

people in this State, then we must

address the underlying causes of crime.

At the same time we need to be

innovative with regard to the operation of

the criminal Justice System.

Any expansion of government policies

based on the principle of Social Inclusion

constitutes a hopeful beginning in the

battle to prevent crime.  Social Inclusion is

affirmative action taken to create a change

in the circumstances that give rise to the

alienation or

marginalization of people.

Community-building

strategies founded on

Social Inclusion may also

be usefully adopted by

private enterprise,

especially in mining,

pastoral and farming

areas.

If we study the profile

of our young inmates it

becomes clear that we

need to take certain steps

to liberate them from the

crushing bonds that lead

to the social rupture that

prevents these individuals,

and perhaps the groups they belong to,

from participating in the usual activities of

society.  Living in poverty on the margins

of society in our nation turns a life’s

experience into a cradle for crime for too

many Indigenous Australians. Putting
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Prison Talk
By Bishop Christopher Saunders DD

The justice system

needs an innovative

overhaul.  Better

trained and culturally

informed police and

judiciary, properly

resourced legal

defence services, and

working alternatives

to incarceration for

those who are found

guilty of crimes are

useful beginnings.

Any expansion of
government policies
based on the
principle of Social
Inclusion constitutes
a hopeful beginning
in the battle to
prevent crime. 
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people in gaol will not do away with

crime. That is simply a fact, no matter

how politically attractive the rhetoric of

‘getting tough on crime’ may appear to

those who wish to simplify a complex

issue.  Reducing poverty and all that goes

with it in our society will reduce crime

and ultimately the number of people in

our gaols.  

The justice system needs an

innovative overhaul.  Better trained and

culturally informed police and judiciary,

properly resourced legal defence

services, and working alternatives to

incarceration for those who are found

guilty of crimes are useful beginnings.  So

too is Justice Reinvestment whereby a

percentage of funds that would have

been spent on law and order are

reinvested in communities that feature in

justice statistics.  Such a scheme

presents an opportunity for early

intervention to reduce offending and re-

offending rates.   

I have continued to follow the lives of

my six young friends from the Regional

Corrective Centre. Sadly two have died;

one in a car accident, one by his own

hand.  Two have been serving time down

south and continue to go in and out of

gaol regularly.  One is suffering a

debilitating illness, a disease brought on

by life-style and addiction.  The remaining

one struggles to maintain a stable

relationship as he attempts to raise

children while immersed in the same

cycle of poverty into which he had been

born. 

A decade later I heard that song again,

The Boys in Green.   It was the same

tune with similar sentiments, played in a

different cell by a younger generation.

Some things, it would seem, so often

remain the same.  Surely it’s time to

change our tune.

Prison Talk
—  continued

M E D I A  R E L E A S E

Right to shelter – 
Right the wrong! 

AUSTRALIAN • CATHOLIC • SOCIAL • JUSTICE • COUNCIL

Australian Catholic Social Justice Council Chairman, Bishop Christopher Saunders,

has called on all political parties to address homelessness in Australia with commitment

and compassion.

Bishop Saunders said, “National Homeless

Persons’ Week provides an opportunity for the major

parties to commit to making a real difference for the

105,000 Australians who are homeless on any given

night.  Support is particularly needed for communities

throughout the nation where homelessness is

reaching crisis proportions.

“Last week I witnessed the forced removal of

Indigenous people from the sand dunes of Kennedy

Hill in Broome. In the process, possessions such as

tents, blankets and food and medication were taken

away.

“To witness homeless people losing the only

shelter they had makes me question Australia’s

resolve to address homelessness.

“When I think of how Indigenous Australians are

already over-

represented in every

category of homelessness, the events of last week

highlight the need for a more targeted approach to

addressing homelessness for particular groups who are

most affected.  At the very least, a practical response

to homelessness must bring a level of compassion that

ensures the dignity of vulnerable people is respected at

all times.

“The strategy of moving people on is no solution at

all.  An important challenge for Australian communities

is to be mindful that those people who are moved on

may be ‘out of sight’ but they remain in great need.

“In this National Homeless Persons’ Week, it is time to remember that every citizen

has the right to shelter offering security and providing the basis for participation in

society,” Bishop Saunders concluded.

For further information:

Bishop Christopher Saunders, ACSJC Chairman 0418 260 155

Mr John Ferguson, ACSJC Executive Officer 02 8306 3499

National Homeless
Persons’ Week
provides an
opportunity for the
major parties to
commit to making a
real difference for the
105,000 Australians
who are homeless on
any given night.
Support is particularly
needed for
communities
throughout the nation
where homelessness
is reaching crisis
proportions. “The strategy of

moving people on is
no solution at all. An
important challenge
for Australian
communities is to be
mindful that those
people who are
moved on may be ‘out
of sight’ but they
remain in great need.
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Justice Matters

By Shane J. Wood cfc

Housing crisis gains public attention
Recently in Broome two groups of people caused two very

different responses from authorities in the town.  Their
differential treatment raises some serious issues for the
permanent residents, and for all three levels of government in the
Kimberley.  I say the Kimberley, because there are similar issues
in most Kimberley towns, and most likely in many remote and
regional centres around Western Australia, if not Australia.

One group of people who have been labelled as ‘itinerants’
was moved from a popular camping spot by a combination of
police and Shire staff.  They were told that they could not stay
there because there were no ablution blocks or proper
infrastructure to cater for them.  Their meagre possessions were
taken from them and disposed of at the local tip.  They were
humiliated by these actions and forced to seek accommodation
with relatives or friends who already live for the most part in
crowded dwellings, or to hide away in other places around the
town.

The other group of people are labelled ‘visitors’; they arrived
in town only to find that the caravan parks were all full.  They
went to the Visitors Centre where they were warmly received by
the staff whose positions are supported by the local traders and
annual grants from the Shire.  They were informed that as the
normal caravan parks and camping grounds were full, the Shire

would open up an overflow park for them so that they would be
able to stay in Broome.  This is despite the fact that these
overflows do not have the necessary ablution facilities or other
infrastructure required to cater for such numbers.

This sort of double standard cannot surely escape those in
public office?  The truth of the matter is that the State
Governments over the past ten years have neglected to replace
and increase the public housing stock of regional towns; there has
been a lessening of investment in the lowest paid but essential
workforce members, those who keep the wheels of local business
and industry turning.  This is a disgrace in a State like Western
Australia that has been the beneficiary of huge windfalls from the
minerals boom that has seen a steady flow of cash into the coffers
of Government over the recent past.

It is a complete abrogation of their social responsibility for
Governments of any persuasion to expect the private sector to
fund these essential services to their citizens, especially to those
least able to provide for themselves.  We have seen that where
new housing developments have been opened up, prices are kept
artificially inflated by giving Landcorp sole rights to develop
blocks, and then to expect that they will on-sell them to another
Government Department (Housing and Works) at that inflated
market rate.  We have seen supposed open ballots for blocks
rorted by applicants who are proxy bidders for wealthy investors.

The result is what we have seen in a fast-growing town like
Broome – vast numbers of poor people living in overcrowded,
substandard housing; local young families having to move away
because they cannot afford to live in town anymore; ‘itinerants’
having no shelter and no support, ending up being harassed by
police and moved on to who knows where for somebody else to
take responsibility for them.  As Bishop Saunders has repeatedly
said, this is a social problem that requires a social solution, and the
only proper place for such a response to come from, is from the
State Government in collaboration with the Federal Government if
necessary.  We should be ashamed to have such a double standard
operating in a town like Broome which is advertised to the nation
and the world as a first class tourist destination.  If something does
not happen soon, we will have a new slogan for the Kimberley – “A
great place to visit, but I would not want to live there!”  

Fr McKelson Shield 
won by Saints

The annual Fr McKelson Shield, celebrating a football match
between Broome Saints and Bidyadanga Emus, was won by Broome
Saints in a closely contested match before a large crowd at Haynes
Oval, Broome.  Bishop Saunders presented the shield to Saints captain
Matt Sear (L) while congratulating Bidyadanga Emus captain Nathan
Hunter (R) for providing a spirited game on the day that saw them
narrowly defeated.

Photo:  V Mills
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Broome ordination

Rev John Purnell, from Newcastle NSW, was ordained a priest at
Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral Broome on Friday, 23 July 2010 by
Bishop Christopher Saunders.  Fr John graduated from the Beda College
in Rome earlier this year where he had studied for four years.  Mgr Rod
Strange, the Rector of the College, travelled to Broome for the
Ordination along with Abbot Timothy Wright, ex Abbot of Ampleforth
UK and now Beda College staff member.

Fr John’s mother, Jacqueline, came from New South Wales for the
ordination of her only son who now takes up a posting as one of the five
Diocesan priests who belong to the Kimberley.

Bishop Saunders said in his homily at the packed Cathedral, “John,
you have joined a rich tradition of hard working priests who have
served the people of the Kimberley with distinction since our

foundation in 1887 as a special Vicariate dedicated to bring the Gospel
to the First Peoples of this region.  Look back to those who have gone
before you.  Draw from their courage and commitment and build your
ministry into the future, for the Glory of God and the welfare of those to
whom you are sent.”

Fr John has been posted to Balgo, a remote desert community in the
East Kimberley where he had served well as a Pastoral Associate.
Many people came from Balgo for the occasion of his ordination,
travelling in four Toyota Troop Carriers to Broome, a distance of one
thousand kilometres!

Priests serving in the Diocese were in attendance for the ordination
as were a host of visitors from the East Kimberley, and from eastern and
South Australia as well as Fr William Nicol, a fellow graduate of the
Beda, who came from England.  Fr John celebrated his first Mass on
Saturday night (24 July) in the Cathedral.  On Sunday, at Mass, he
received his mother into the Catholic Church as a convert to the Faith.

Fr John expressed his gratitude to the Administrator of the
Cathedral, Fr Matt Digges, and the people of the Parish of Broome for
organizing the Ordination – “from the Choir to the wonderful reception
held after the Ordination.”

Bishop Saunders noted, “The entire Diocese of Broome is grateful
to Fr John for his generosity in offering himself in ministry to the
Kimberley and we join in prayer thanking him, his family and his
formators at the Beda College in Rome, very confident that he will
serve with distinction the Church for whom he is ordained.”

ABOVE : Fr John Purnell following his Ordination.

LEFT: Newly ordained, Fr John joins Bishop Saunders and concelebrants for
the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

ABOVE: Fr John and his mother, Jacqueline, with Bishop Saunders and Kenneth
Callaghan of Beagle Bay.

ABOVE: The Bishop hands the new priest the paten and chalice at the conclusion of
the Rite of Ordination.
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Broome ordination

LEFT: Bishop Saunders lays his
hands on John’s head at the 
‘Laying on of Hands’.

LEFT: Fr John is joined by, from left, Mgr Rod Strange, 
Fr Matthew Digges and Abbot Timothy Wright for the
celebration of his Thanksgiving Mass on Saturday 24 July
2010 in Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral, Broome.

ABOVE: Fr John is
welcomed into the
Presbyterate by
fellow priest Fr
Eugene Zurias of
Balgo Parish.

ABOVE: Church Leaders of the Kutjungka Region (Balgo)
join Bishop Saunders and the congregation in praying the
Blessing Song over Fr John at the conclusion of the
Ordination ceremony.

RIGHT: A section of the large crowd which gathered at the
dinner to celebrate the Ordination of Fr John to the
Diocese of Broome.

ABOVE: Jacqueline Purnell, receives
First Eucharist from her son, Fr John.
Jacqueline was received into the
Catholic Faith at the Mass celebrated by
Fr John on Sunday 25 July 2010.
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School News

Red Hill

Each term Warlawurru Catholic School Red Hill (Halls Creek) holds
an Open Day as an opportunity to report to parents and invite families
into classrooms.  Many families take this opportunity to see what
students are learning, talk with teachers and teaching assistants, and
enjoy a shared lunch.

Justin Minga, holding baby Rohan, visited the classroom of his nieces,  Zhianne and
Markelle Minga. Photo:  P Smith

By Dean Savoia, Principal

Quality Catholic School reviews are an important means by which
Catholic Schools across Western Australia reflect on current practices
and plan future directions.  A review focussing on the element
“Engaging with Families” was held at Warlawurru Catholic School Red
Hill in Halls Creek during Term 2.  In response to recommendations
from this review, a “Health Blitz” was organised for Week 3 of Term.
The blitz involved a focus on two areas of healthy living - dental

hygiene and showering.  The school promoted tooth-brushing by
providing brushes and paste and encouraging students to brush twice a
day during the school week.  Lessons focussing on the importance of
brushing, as well as selection of healthy snacks and drinks, were given
during the week.  In class, children also talked about showering, sharing
and collating data about times they shower, the use of soaps and
shampoo, and how they feel after a nice hot shower.  Parents were
encouraged in the school newsletter to promote the importance of
showering and dental care to their children.

Student, Adarlia Sturt and Patricia Gallagher, brushing up on dental hygiene.
Photo:  D Savoia

This year’s Australian Catholic Bishops Conference Social
Justice Sunday Statement is entitled ‘Violence in Australia: A
message of peace’.

The Statement will be launched this year on Tuesday 14
September in Sydney.

Be sure to obtain your copy of the Statement from your Parish
Priest or contact this office – Phone: 08 9192 1060 or Email:
info@broomediocese.org.

Wyndham

Nine students from Year 8 at St Augustine’s School in Kyabram,
Vic, recently spent some time at St Joseph’s School in Wyndham, in the
north of the Kimberley.  The students enjoyed a tour of Wyndham
which included a visit to the Prison Tree (pictured), the Cave Paintings,
and the Bird Sanctuary at Parry’s Creek and lunch at the Bastion.  The
Kyabram group did a great job in helping out with Bluearth activities
and working with students in the classroom.

Photo: T Hogan

2010 SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY STATEMENT
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Mulan

School News

By Les Coyle, Principal

It’s been a great start to Term 3 at John Pujajangka-Piyirn
School in Mulan.  We have all been working hard in class and also
trying to get fit.  Every day the children have been running laps
round the school to see how far they can run.  I think we have run
to Balgo and back by now.

The women of Mulan have also decided to get fit and healthy
and have started a 5kg weight loss challenge.  By the end of Term 3
they hope to lose
5kg or more and
are challenging
the women of
Balgo and
Billiluna to do
the same.  

Everyone is
having great fun
keeping fit and
healthy!

Meagan Boxer
tones up on the fit
ball.
Photo: A
O'Loughlin

Broome

The undercover area at St Mary’s College, Broome was transformed
into a ‘Winter Wonderland’ on 24 July for the Senior Ball.  Students in
Years 10, 11 and 12 commenced dance classes during the first week of
Term 3 in readiness for the event.  Students were joined by parents and
staff, and all enjoyed a wonderful night of glamour, fun and dancing. 

From Broome Residential College (L-R), Imran Paddy, Kheshan Sampi, Jodi and Ross
Humphries, all dressed up and ready for the Ball. Photo:  A Bossinger

A group of twenty nine students and four staff of St Mary’s College
Broome travelled to Canberra and the ski fields of Smiggins Hole
(Perisher, NSW) during the July school holidays.

The students spent three and a half days in Canberra where they
visited both the Old and the New Parliament House, the Governor-
General’s residence, the Space Communications Centre, the National
Capital Exhibition, Questicon and the National War Memorial. They
also enjoyed the experiences of ice skating and lazer tagging!  Four
days were spent in the mountains south of Canberra enjoying and
experiencing the thrills of skiing and snowboarding. All staff and
students returned safe and uninjured!

Robert Spry Wiggin enjoys the thrill of
tobogganing. Photo: R Lynch

On 23 July Fr Matt Digges, Administrator of the Cathedral Parish,
presided over the reconciliation ceremony that was held at St Mary’s
College Primary, Broome.   Ms Erica Bernard welcomed everyone to
country and Ms Leonie Kelly gave an account of what reconciliation
means to her. All students from Kindergarten to Year 6 made an
imprint of their hand and placed it in the Reconciliation Garden.

James Maidment, Kyle Lawrence and Hudson Bell among the sea of hands.
Photo: S Millar



Derby
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School News

The Pre Primary class of Holy Rosary School, Derby, hosted a
café style afternoon tea for their buddy class.  Students made café
style table cloths, menus and even waited on their guests.  The
budding ‘Master Chefs’ also cooked the afternoon tea, providing
chocolate cake and choc chip biscuits. 

Beagle Bay

By T Sarah 

Sacred Heart School in Beagle Bay on the Dampier Peninsula,
started off the new Term with visitors from St Mary’s of the Angels
Secondary College in Victoria.  A group of ten students accompanied by
staff,  including ex-staff member of Sacred Heart, Paul Congues, came
to Beagle Bay on a cultural immersion program.  Another group of ten
students visited One Arm Point School.  The students were put into

classes across the school to assist in literacy activities and other class
activities.  A part of their program included visits to local beaches,
Djarindjin/Lombadina and a BBQ.  The students really enjoyed their
time in Beagle Bay and donated a painting to the school in honour of
their visit.

St Mary’s student Jordyn Sutton (R) with Miss Breanne Bone and students of Sacred
Heart’s Kindy class.  Photo: P Congues

Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre in Billiluna has a ‘new
student’ at the school.  This student has four legs and lovely red
gold hair.
Unfortunately
his hair is
about the only
thing lovely
about him.
Community
members
brought home
a small calf; he
is growing
quickly into a
bull and has
now taken up
residence at the
school.
‘Bullocky’ is
getting cheeky
and sometimes
tries to steal the
students’ lunches.  He has been known to go into class rooms and the
staff room, however his manners are not improving at all and he rarely
listens.  He causes much hilarity with the students dashing across the
playground. 

‘Buddies’ Katie Jenkins and Tarrena Buckle check the menu - the cake is finger
licking good!. Photo: C Mills

Kununurra

Children of St Joseph’s School, Kununurra, were happy again at
their lunchtime not only because the canteen has been refurbished, but
because Miss Rose and Miss Judy have brand new menu items to
choose from.  Thanks to some ideas from Amanda Ferguson from the
Western Australia Canteen Network and the use of the colours of traffic
lights at a recent workshop, the students were encouraged to think of
foods in the red group as occasional treats or for special occasions,
those in amber only to be eaten two or three times a week and the green
foods, which includes fresh fruit and vegetables, cereals, fish and
chicken, to be eaten every day.

From front, Tyrelle, Betty, Mikey and Kiona with Miss Rose and plates of the healthy
foods from the new menu.  Photo: T Fyfe

Billiluna-Kururrungku

Teacher, PJ Sanders serves breakfast to Alvina Nungoray and 
Robert McKay, keeping a watchful eye on the baby bull that

has been known to steal the Milo.  Photo: P Holden
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Parish News

Kalumburu

Baptised in Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral Broome, by Bishop
Christopher Saunders, is baby Eshua Jacky, son of Nathalie and Leon

John and Jan Owen, the Director and joint coordinators of the
Kimberley Dental Team visited Kalumburu community, in the far north

of the
Kimberley, in
early August.
They had a
list of
patients a
‘mile long’.
Many people
now,
however, are
no longer
suffering
mouth pain
and
discomfort.  

(L–R) John and Jan Owen with their tiny patient Tyra Adam. 
Photo: Sr M Scanlon SGS

A group of
eight
participants,
committed to
helping those
experiencing
grief and loss,
recently
gathered at St
Joseph’s
School,
Kununurra for
three days to
train as
companions
for young people and adults.  Sr Jeanette Foxe rsj returned to Kununurra
to train the companions.  Sr Jeanette served as Pastoral Associate in
Kununurra in 2005 and has since worked at the National Seasons for
Growth Office.  She is now the Seasons Coordinator for NSW and Qld. 

“It was refreshing to work with people who connected with depth
and commitment,” Sr Jeanette commented.  “The process of the
program leads those suffering grief and loss through a variety of
activities that have been proven time and again to bring healing and
help participants move forward with new energy,” continued Sr
Jeanette.

The training was organised by Sr Alma Cabassi rsj who is the
Diocesan Family Support Worker, sponsored by the Diocese of Broome
and the Sisters of Charity Foundation.

Kununurra

Sr Jeanette Foxe CSJ, second from right, with participants (L-R)
Alisa, Jakara and Rebecca. Photo:  Sr A Cabassi rsj

Broome

Photo: CAS

Quote from the Sunday Homily for this year’s 
Migrant and Refugee Sunday:

‘Today we celebrate Migrant and Refugee
Sunday.  This annual celebration is an invitation
to us as Christians to reflect, through the lens of

our faith, on the lives, challenges and
contributions of peoples from around the world

who have left their homelands to come to
Australia.  Whether they have left their

countries in peace or war, at times of conflict or
prosperity, voluntarily or persecuted, 

they have all arrived with a common purpose: to
make Australia their new home – a place where

they can feel they belong and are welcome.’
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PLEASE CONTACT Your Local Parish Priest OR 
Erica Bernard, KIMBERLEY WORLD YOUTH DAY COORDINATOR
Phone: 08 9192 1060    Mobile: 0448 762 987
Email: kwydyouth@broomediocese.org

World Youth Day (WYD) is an annual
celebration which was started by Pope John Paul
II as a way to inspire the youth and encourage
them in living the teachings of Christ.  In 1984
and 1985 he invited young people of the world to
Rome for a Palm Sunday celebration in St
Peter's Square before announcing the institution
of World Youth Day on 20 December, 1985.

The first official WYD was held in Rome in 1986.  Since then,
there have been ten International World Youth Day celebrations,
where the youth continue to answer the invitation of the Holy
Father in staggering numbers and carry home the message
received there to be Christ's light to the world.

From the 15-22 August 2011, young people from all countries
and nations around the world, will come together in Madrid
showing the universality of, and diversity within, the Catholic
Church. It will be a time for the youth to share their faith and be
rejuvenated to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ in their
homelands.  It is also a way to come to understand other cultures
and spread peace and understanding throughout the world.   As
they wave the flag of their countries and regions with pride, the
youth unite as one in their walk of faith.

An outside glance of an international World Youth Day would
spark a bystander's curiosity as massive crowds of young people
flood the city streets.  They will witness smiles and joy, singing
and dancing young people, culture upon culture and nation upon
nation, proudly holding their flags high (or wearing them),
greeting one another in peace, trading their tokens, humbly

realizing how small they are in a world of people, and
strengthened to witness so many who share their convictions.

During the week leading up to the final Mass at WYD 2011
Madrid, the youth will gather in catechesis to learn the teachings
of the faith and celebrate in other festivities.  The graces flow and
the fruits are abundant because it is truly a pilgrimage in which
self-sacrifice is an intricate part.  Some will save and prepare for
years to attend.  Others will sacrifice by travelling great
distances.  No matter your circumstance, the call goes out again
to gather in Madrid and to be witnesses to this amazing grace.

“Planted and Built Up 
in Jesus Christ, 

Firm in the Faith.”
(Col 2:7)

World Youth Day – come join us in Madrid
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RIGHT: Joseph
Yugumbari (left) and
George Lee, both from
Balgo, were among the
many committed young
people who joined the
recent Blank Page
Summit at Billard, near
Beagle Bay on the
Dampier Peninsula.
Photo: CAS

LEFT: At the National Carnival of the School of Sport finals for 15 year olds held on 30 July in Perth, Jack
“JC” Martin, originally from Broome but now residing in Geraldton, has been selected for the All Australian
Football Team and recently won the overall best player for the Carnival for 15 year olds. Pictured, Jack
holds the shield he won for the best player from the WA teams at the carnival. Photos: S Edgar

ABOVE: Walter Dann, of
Warlawurru Catholic
School Red Hill (Halls
Creek), in the school
garden watering
vegetables and
patiently awaiting the
harvest of healthy,
home-grown produce.
Photo:  D Savoia

ABOVE: Bishop Christopher Saunders with all the gang from Warmun –
(L-R) Shirley Purdie, Leanne Mosquito and Sr Theresa Morellini RSJ with
(front) Anna Gere from Wyndham, at the Blank Page Summit, Billard
near Beagle Bay.

ABOVE: Nikki Jack and Kurt Elezovich were married at a ceremony
conducted by Bishop Saunders on their property ‘Country Downs’, north of
Broome.   Both are Kimberley people and had a great time with a host of
visiting relatives and friends. Photo:  CAS


