Published by the
DIOCESE OF BROOME
PO Box 76, Broome, Western Australia 6725
Tel: (08) 9192 1060 Fax: (08) 9192 2136
E-mail: kcp@broomediocese.org

www.broomediocese.org

ISSUE 07 OCTOBER 2010

FREE
Multi-award winning magazine for the Kimberley • Building our future together

Editorial

Cast a cold eye on pollies
It is a wonderful experience to
live in a democracy along with all
that accompanies it, including
freedom of movement, freedom of
speech, freedom of religion and
the freedom virtually to do
anything you like subject, of
course, to the rights of others.
The right to vote and choose your
government is something no
citizen should take too lightly
because with this right comes a
serious responsibility. There is
always a presumption that people
will vote only after grave
consideration of their choices but
you have to concede that this is
unlikely always to be the case.
And while every system of
government has its shortfalls,
democracy still appears to be the
best that humanity has yet devised
if human dignity and human rights
are to be in some manner
preserved and the common good
is to prevail.
In this country, after the last
election, we are getting used to a
new variation of a democratically
elected government; the minority
government. Unfortunately, the
lead-up to the formation of this
minority government was a
painful time made all the worse by
the antics of ‘The Three Amigos’
of Katter, Oakeshott and Windsor.
Bathing in the dazzling lights of a
frantic media they made a great
deal of their new-found celebrity
status. In the drawn out final act
of the long-playing drama, Mr
Oakeshott kept finding more
excuses to blurt out yet another
vapid paragraph leading up to his,
by then, inevitable announcement
as to which political party he
would support. The democratic
process is readily acknowledged

not to be perfect but it is also, in
the grandiloquent phrases of more
than a few self-righteousness
politicians, grossly tedious at
times.
Sadly for this country many of
the machinations of government
are carried out as a matter of
expediency rather than as a result
of any ethical polity. Refugees
and asylum seekers have been
used by politicians as pawns to
force particular political actions
instead of extending a welcome
into our homeland for these
outcasts who are desperately in
need of humanitarian assistance.
Indigenous Australians were
abandoned by both major parties
during the election as apparently
being undeserving of the kind of
assistance that should be given in
justice to rectify a horrid past
marked by damaging and hostile
relationships. Aboriginal people
still suffer the lowest standards of
health, housing and education and
the highest rates of incarceration,
self harm and interaction with the
justice system. Pensioners and
other people on low income
remain largely ignored by

successive governments, who
nonetheless endorse the
phenomenal incomes prevalent in
business-Australia while treating
the poor shabbily in our society,
denying them a fair share of the
wealth. Matters of abortion,
euthanasia, embryo destruction for
scientific experiments, drug abuse
and prostitution are treated by our
‘pollies’ in such a manner that
makes it difficult to take them
seriously as custodians of moral
worth or deserving of our vote.
As true believers in the value
of democracy we must have faith
in the system despite our opinions
of some of the people representing
us. We should remain ever
hopeful that people who care and
people of just principles will step
up to the task of participating in
good and honourable governance.
We need to keep our ‘critical eye’
on the players and the process,
and not hesitate to critique
politicians and to pray for them.
To critique them is to evoke
transformation from without and
to pray for them is to engender
transformation from within. Then
perhaps we will get the politicians
we deserve.

Ronnie Woia loves painting of any
kind and often decorates bush
fruits, gourds and boab nuts which
he sells to tourists looking for a
unique souvenir from the Kimberley.
Photo: CAS

We are God’s work of art;
created in Christ Jesus to
live the good life as from
the beginning he had
meant us to live it.’
Ep 2:10
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Ten steps towards being witnesses to the Gospel
8. HONOUR ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLES: Having apologised
for the injustices of the past, we now need to take concrete steps towards a reconciliation based
on mutual respect.
9. CARE FOR THE VULNERABLE AND THE MARGINALIZED: We need to work towards the
inclusion of all people into our community, bridging our divisions, building upon our hopes, and
accepting our responsibility to build the Kingdom of God in the here and now.
[Australian Catholic Social Justice Council]
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Briefly Speaking
SR JACKIE FORD RSM is
serving in Ministry at Curtin
Detention Centre, 45km south
of Derby. Sr Jackie is a Mercy
Sister from Sydney, although
she has worked for many years

Photo: CAS

TERRY QUIRK (L) AND PAT WALTON, two members of the
Finance Council for the Diocese of Broome, visited the Kimberley
recently and spent time in Broome, Kalumburu and Kununurra.

Photo: J Grimson

FR TOM SMITH, a retired
Photo: J Grimson

FR CHRIS GLEESON SJ, a
Jesuit Priest presently serving
in the Archdiocese of Brisbane,
led the Retreat at the
Providence Retreat Centre,
Broome, for the Priests of the
Kimberley in early September.

in Peru. Sr Jackie is resident
in Derby and commutes to
work at Curtin.

priest from Perth, supplied in
Derby for Msgr Paul Boyers VG
who was away on leave for a
month beginning 21 September
2010.

Photo: CAS

RAMIZ MICHAEL has
recently arrived in Broome to
assist in Our Lady Queen of
Peace Cathedral Parish.
Ramiz, whose homeland is
Sudan, is a student for the
Photo: J Grimson

FRS, from left, PETER KOOLOOS (Leongatha), MANNY
LOMAGNO (Wonthaggi) AND PETER BICKLEY (Traralgon)
from the Diocese of Sale in Victoria were visitors to the Kimberley
in early September.

ACPA awards for KCP
Photo: J Grimson

MARK GREEN was recently in
the Kimberley where he visited
the community of Lombadina to
observe a health assessment
project which is funded through
Caritas Australia. Mark, who
has spent the last three years
in East Timor for Caritas, is the
Group Leader for Caritas
Australia’s Indigenous
Program.

Photo: J Grimson

Priesthood at Redemptoris
Mater Seminary in Sydney and
prior to coming to Broome
completed several months’
pastoral placement in Balgo
Parish.

The Kimberley Community Profile
continues on its winning way with two
more awards at the Australasian
Catholic Press Association (ACPA)
Awards for 2010.
The KCP was awarded Winner for
Best Regional Publication and was
Highly Commended for Best Front
Cover (Magazine).
The magazine continues to excel in
strong competition drawn from more
than 110 member publications across
Australia and Asia Pacific.
KCP’s award winning cover –
Issue 07 December 2009
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

The reality of violence

emotionally for life. Bullying in schools and online can have
terrible repercussions. Violence includes the language of
About a year ago in Sydney, a young Irish visitor was fatally
confrontation and division often used by politicians or the media
injured in a fight. His distraught mother said of the man who
for their own purposes, marginalising and demonising certain
had struck her son: ‘I am heartbroken for him because we don’t
groups or individuals.
blame him, we don’t want him to serve time in prison.’
The bishops ground their words in the example and
the person of Jesus and his resurrection. They speak
of how Jesus’ words and actions are so often ‘circuit
breakers’, diverting confrontation into unexpected,
creative directions. ‘They create a space for something
new to happen – something that will take us away
from the path that leads to violence’, the Statement
says.
One of the speakers at the launch was Brendan
McKeague of Pace e Bene Australia, who spoke from
his own experience as a young man in Northern
Ireland during the worst of the sectarian violence
there.
He tells the story of an acquaintance who was
abducted off the streets of Belfast and tortured for
information he didn’t have. After several days, the
kidnappers realised they had the wrong man but
decided they would have to kill him. He asked for
time to pray. ‘No point’, they said. ‘You don’t
understand’, he replied. ‘I don’t want to pray for me,
At the Launch of the Australian Catholic Bishops Social Justice
I want to pray for you.’
Sunday Statement – Mr Brendan McKeague, NSW Governor Her Excellency Marie Bashir, Bishop
Christopher Saunders and Sydney Aboriginal Ministry Associate Elsie Heiss. Photo: ACBC
For Brendan, pacifism is not passivity and
‘turning the other cheek’ is not surrender. It’s a
That story opens the Australian bishops’ 2010 Social Justice
chance for us, like Jesus, to create a space for something new
Sunday Statement, Violence in Australia: A message of peace.
to happen.
The Statement goes on to say of the mother’s reaction:
‘Her concern for the man whose violent action led to her
son’s death reminds us of Jesus’ radical invitation to love our
2010 Social Justice Sunday Statement
enemies, to do good to those who harm us, to turn the other
This year’s
cheek when we are struck (Matt 5:38–48).’
Australian
As the Statement was being launched, a series of other
Catholic Bishops
stories appeared, as if on cue. A young detective was shot dead
Conference Social
during a drug raid in Sydney, apparently by a colleague
Justice Sunday
responding to gunfire from inside the target building. In that
Statement is
case, too, the family said they understood the circumstances
entitled ‘Violence
and had faith in the justice system.
in Australia: A
In the preceding weekend, thousands of people were
message of
peace’.
arrested in a nationwide police crackdown on alcohol-related
Be sure to
violence. In the Northern Territory community of Yuendumu,
obtain your copy
police were struggling to maintain order as gangs terrorised
of the Statement
some residents in the wake of a stabbing death.
from your Parish
So violence is not an occasional or isolated phenomenon in
Priest or contact
Australian society. The Statement points out that violence
this office –
involves more than incidents like the brawls, stabbings and
Phone:
shootings I’ve just mentioned: it spreads its net very wide.
08 9192 1060
Family violence is a debilitating cancer that can cripple people
or Email: info@broomediocese.org.
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Viewpoint
By Bishop Christopher Saunders DD

Firm foundations and lots of little things
“Be joyful, keep the faith, and do the little things.” These
were the last words of St David of Wales, a monk of the sixth
century, quoted by the Holy Father during his visit to the United
Kingdom. If you were looking for a bottom line, a motto for
shaping a life well spent, then this is a good one. “St David’s
preaching was simple yet profound” said Pope Benedict. So too
should our lives be – simple yet profound!
The truth of the matter is, for most Australians, life is
anything but simple. The complexities of modern living are
further exacerbated by those things introduced into our lives
that are plainly unnecessary and unhelpful coercions: the
demands of fashion, for instance; the pressure to conform; the
dictates of the media; the behest of employers and
governments; the restrictive duress arising from peer groups.
So many people are suffering a life with which they are not
coping. We spend millions in this country on sleeping tablets,
recreational drugs, anti-depressants, elixirs, alcohol, downers
and uppers. Medical practioners and pharmacists reportedly
exhaust an increasing amount of time counselling people whose
lives have become intolerably complicated and bewildering.
This is despite a burgeoning recreational industry that offers
non-stop distractions and endless entertainment. No matter
what is offered as a panacea in the ‘urbs’ that most people call
home, it is not sufficient to render the necessary joy and
fulfillment to which we have been invited by God.
Regrettably, as complex as the lives of modern Australians
may be, nonetheless they are at the same time decidedly not at
all profound. Profundity is not on the quest-list for many people
whose minds are too readily occupied by a variety of dull
purposeless pastimes. Indicative of this is the predominance of

Restoring our heritage
Restoration work to the Sacred Heart Church at Beagle Bay is an
important work done in the name of heritage and art. The two side altars
of Our Lady and Saint Joseph had deteriorated badly since they were first
constructed in 1917. German Pallottine Fathers and Brothers in
collaboration with the Aboriginal people at Beagle Bay had built the
splendid Church during a troubled time when the First World War was in
progress and stores were in short supply. For the greater glory of God,
and almost as an exercise in morale building, the work was undertaken
using a photograph of a parish church in Germany as the model. Local
bricks were fired in makeshift kilns and a lot of lime and sand employed
for rendering the unique edifice. The result was what has been described
as "a treasure among the most significant buildings of the day in northern
Australia!”.
Many shells that had once decorated the Church had fallen away from
the altars in particular and some beautiful murals of fine-point flowers had
been badly affected by the decay.
Mr Martin Colgan, a gifted man noted for his ability in doing
important restoration works in Western Australia, including the Presbytery
at St Mary's Cathedral Perth, was joined by a team consisting of his wife
Dot and artist Jenna Wade. They were helped by a host of others who
collected shell of the same species as there was missing from the altars.

sport and the sports industry in this country which constitutes
the stuff of everyday discussion. One only has to tune into
public debates on health care, abortion, prostitution, AIDS
prevention, population and euthanasia to understand that
sameness and mediocrity rule the day among legislators and
commentators alike. Sadly, profound argumentation is rarely
applied to solve challenging social problems.
Australia, like some other secular Western nations, is
reluctant to be formed by the richness of religious life and
values. As a result, our citizens are all too often left bereft of
the benefit of a firm moral foundation that enkindles due
reflection and objective analysis of our lives. Moral behaviour
and decision making then becomes subjective, incapable of
reaching beyond a sense that is all too common or mundane.
“Be joyful, keep the faith and do the little things” is the sort
of advice our nation needs to take to heart. To do this is to
appreciate the goodness of the world and knowing with
contentment our place in it. It is a realization that hope is a
paramount virtue to be encouraged at home and in the
marketplace of life. It is an acceptance that the love we
profess, that serves best our spiritual needs, comes from a
sacred relationship with God. In the words of St Paul: “Do not
conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, so that you may judge what is God’s will,
what is good, pleasing and perfect.” (Rom 12:2) It means living
our life not for ourselves alone but for the glory of God. To do
the little things, as David of Wales counselled, is to pray
faithfully and to pay attention to the essential minutiae of human
living made present to us in the life of Christ and in the lives of
his Saints.
People in Lombadina and Djarindjin and
Beagle Bay scoured the beaches for the
right shells. Even a certain type of hard
nut used in the artwork was located in
plentiful supply in a Bower Bird nest.
Fine-point paintwork was touched up and
restored to its former beauty. The entire
work is a great credit to all those involved
and is itself a great testimony to the Glory
of God.

With shells collected for
the restoration are
Delma and Alphonse
Cox in front while Dot
Colgan and Jenna Wade
work away in the
background.
Photo: CAS
One of the two side altars with the restoration well underway. Photo: CAS
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Ordained to the Diaconate

Caritas Kimberley
www.caritas.com.au

Pakistan Floods:
Before, during and after the
headlines Caritas is there
More than 2 months on, flooding across Pakistan continues to
affect up to 21 million people and has devastated thousands of square
kilometres of once fertile farming land.
The unprecedented monsoonal rain has seen normally calm rivers
break their banks and inundate surrounding fields and villages, leaving
more than 10 million people homeless. Estimates suggest that about a
third of the land is covered by water, a land mass roughly the size of
the United Kingdom
Millions of people affected by the flooding were already living in
poverty. Now they have even less. Caritas’ international network
supports the most vulnerable people regardless of their religion,
ethnicity, culture or gender.
Caritas Australia and its network of partners in Pakistan are
reaching thousands of people and delivering much-needed aid but they
are facing great challenges along the way. With roads and bridges
destroyed, they have been delivering supplies on foot, over dangerous
terrain and via donkey. They have also been using rope lines over
swollen rivers to continue their work.

Rev Deacon Frank Birrell, Kimberley long-term resident, ex school teacher
and ex Pastoral Associate, was ordained a Deacon by Archbishop Barry James
Hickey DD on 20 August at Balajura Parish, Perth.
Rev Frank has taught in the Kimberley schools of Sacred Heart
Beagle Bay and Holy Rosary Derby. Originally from country Victoria,
in the Morwell area, Rev Frank also worked as a Pastoral Associate in
Kununurra, Wyndham and Balgo before undertaking studies at St
Charles Seminary Perth. Many friends and family members travelled
long distances to be present at the ordination which included four other
Deacons ordained for the Perth Archdiocese.

Rev Frank (L) with Archbishop Hickey and Bishop Saunders (R) during the Ordination
ceremony. Photo: S Brunello

New Kids on the block

Staff of Catholic Relief Services handing out shelter and hygiene kits.
Photo: Courtesy Caritas

In three provinces, our partners have distributed shelter and hygiene
kits to almost 10,000 households. Another 100,000 people in Sindh
and bordering areas of Balochistan are registered to receive the kits.
These kits contain blankets, sleeping mats, plastic sheet for shelter,
cooking and kitchen pots, including a bucket to collect water and a
hygiene kit. These items may sound basic, but they are life-saving.
Caritas is also initiating cash-for-work projects which will not only
provide income generation support to people who have lost everything
but will kickstart repairs to damaged infrastructure like water pipes and
toilet blocks.
For now, life-saving work is continuing around the clock with our
community partners on the ground. When the rain stops, the flood
waters subside and the shocking images are no longer in our media,
Caritas Australia will still be there working with communities to rebuild
their lives.
So far Australians have generously given more than 2 million
dollars to Caritas Australia’s South Asia Floods Appeal – Pakistan.
With your support, we can save lives.
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Benedetta Arace,
just days old at the
time of this photo,
with proud parents
Franco and Angela
of Broome. The
family has four
other children who
are delighted with
their baby sister.
Photo: J Grimson

Stephen Bin
Swani with his
granddaughter
Saedi Rivers,
enjoys a cool
moment under
the tamarind
tree at Christ
the King,
Peninsula
Parish.
Photo: CAS

Catholic Mission
www.catholicmission.org.au

Catholic Mission month
During the month of October one billion Catholics from around
the world celebrate World Mission Month. This is a time for
reflection and focus on Global Mission and Outreach.
This year's focus for World Mission Month builds on Pope
Benedict XVI message for World Mission Day on Sunday 24 October
2010. The appeal theme is "Build Community Together in Christ".
We are encouraged to share the Good News of the Gospel and
build for Christ's kingdom. We are invited as members

The church in Timor-Leste has been a courageous presence and voice
for peace and justice, offering sanctuary to thousands of people who
faced persecution. Today the church is playing a vital role in
rebuilding the nation.
Timor-Leste needs our support to build a parish community, parish
churches, church leaders, orphanages and health care facilities.
This World Mission Day we are called to build community
together with our brothers and sisters across the globe. The Church in
Timor-Leste is testament to the power of God's love to change lives,
communities and countries. That powerful message is ours to share.
Blessed Mary MacKillop's canonisation on 17 October 2010 is
also an important part of this World Mission Month. As we celebrate
this important event, we also celebrate her legacy to mission - of
reaching out to build community in Christ through her work with
disadvantaged children in Australia and in countries like Timor-Leste.

To Zambia… with Love
from Tamworth
of the Church to pray, build supportive relationships and give concrete
aid in support to the younger churches.
This year's World Mission Day Appeal takes us to Timor-Leste, a
country with a troubled history of invasion, oppression and poverty.

Mission Month came early at McCarthy Catholic College in
Tamworth, NSW, when approximately 800 high-school students
stepped out on Friday 3 September to support our Children’s Mission.
Through Catholic Mission, this year’s Walkathon will raise money
for the Mary Queen of Peace Primary School being built for children
living in the ‘Kalikiliki Settlement’, in Lusaka, Zambia.
It’s a case of the kids in Tamworth putting themselves in the shoes
of other kids in Kalikiliki, according to Luke Adam, the Year 9
Coordinator, who has been the driving force behind motivating the
kids to participate in the walkathon. “Our students are enthusiastic
because they are helping kids just like themselves.”
Luke says a social conscience is key, “There are so many kids out
there that don’t have the ability to enjoy life the way that we know it.
This gives us an opportunity to do what we can to assist them with a
better life.”
As with all
Catholic
Mission
projects the
local
community is
contributing
as they can,
in this case
with labour
and
materials.
There will be
another stage ‘Walk This Way’. Photo: Catholic Mission.
in the making of this new school when desks and chairs, books and
pencils are supplied. And of course teachers! When that day arrives,
over 300 students will be on the road to learning.
In the meantime, on the other side of the world, the kids of
McCarthy College are walking a road of solidarity.
Donate online at www.catholicmission.org.au or phone 1800 257 296.
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Yesteryear Images from our past

Saint News

St Simon
and
St Jude
Feast Day: October 28
Born / Died: around the
same time as Jesus

The Sisters of St John of God officially closed the Derby chapter of their
ministry with a Mass of Thanksgiving in Holy Rosary Church Derby on Sunday
12 September. The last of the Derby Sisters, Sr Camille Poidevan and
Sr Antoinette Kelly, have now returned to live in Perth.
Sisters (L-R) Antoinette, Camille and Marcella (RIP)
at Derby Native Hospital – 1964. Photo: SSJG Archives Broome

The Church celebrates the feast of these two apostles of Jesus
on the same day.
St Simon was called "the zealous one" because he had so much
devotion to the Jewish law. Once he was called by Jesus to be an
apostle, he gave his heart and his energy to preaching the Gospel.
With the other apostles, he received the Holy Spirit on the first
Pentecost. He first went to Egypt to spread the good news. Then
he went to Persia with the apostle St Jude.
Both of them gave their lives for God when they were martyred
there. St Jude is sometimes called Thaddeus, which means "the
brave one."
At the Last Supper, Jesus said: "He who loves me will be loved
by my Father, and I will love him and show myself to him."
And St Jude asked: "Lord, how is it that you are about to show
yourself to us and not to the world?"
Jesus answered him: "If anyone loves me, he will keep my
word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and
make our home with him."
St Jude is also called the saint of "desperate or impossible
cases." People pray to him when things seem hopeless. Often God
answers their prayers through the intercession of this beloved
apostle.

Behavioural change is the key
Catholic AIDS expert: Study lends credibility to faith leaders’ work:
One Partner and always faithful
A new UN AIDS study has lent credibility to faith leaders who have
long argued that behavioural change was a key to combating the spread
of the illness, says a Catholic expert on the disease.
"Within the United Nations, there is more and more attention to
focusing on abstinence and the reduction of the number of sexual
partners as well as the strategy of promoting condoms," US Msgr
Robert Vitillo, special adviser to Caritas International on HIV and
AIDS, told Catholic News Service. "This is a validation of what we've
done."
Msgr Vitillo and other Catholics who work with people living with
HIV and AIDS joined thousands of researchers, politicians and activists
from around the world for the XVIII International AIDS Conference
July 18-23 in the Austrian capital.
The biennial conference takes place as new studies indicate
progress is being made in lowering the HIV infection rate among young
people in several countries around the world.
A study from the Joint United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS
released July 13 showed HIV prevalence among young people has
declined by more than 25 percent in 15 of the 21 most-affected
countries. In eight countries, according to the report, the declines in
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HIV prevalence have resulted, at least in part, from
positive changes in sexual behaviour among young
people, including youth waiting longer before they
become sexually active and having fewer partners.
Msgr Vitillo said other recent studies have
shown that behaviour change had more to do with
reducing HIV infection in people, in countries
such as Uganda and Kenya, than promoting
the use of condoms.
Meanwhile in Melbourne at a
conference on ‘Religion in the Public
Square’, a University researcher and
a Presbyterian Minister have noted that
biblical sexual ethics were healthy and life-affirming. The
Conference was also told that neuroscientific studies suggest that ‘lifelong heterosexual monogamy is most likely to provide sexual
satisfaction and excitement’. Mr Kamal Weerakoon said in his paper
that sexual activity has three stages: lust, love and bonding. Of these
bonding is most certainly not only a perfect objective it is also the
healthiest way of behaviour for any person and society at large.

Kimberley Volunteers

Vatican Dossier

By Vicki Baudry, Volunteer Co-ordinator

Three Parables of Mercy

As mentioned previously, many of our volunteers are heading
home for a well earned rest and very important family times. Some
have indicated an interest in possibly returning as volunteers at a
later date.
John Bodnar along with John and Di McMahon were given a
well deserved farewell from Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre. Carmen
Ortiz was unexpectedly not able to stay quite as long as the others, so
missed out on the farewell.
All of these volunteers will all be sorely missed.
Volunteers from Broome, Yves and Vicki Baudry, were really
pleased to be present at the farewell and at the same time visit the
Centre and give them a hand, as their third and final Drug and
Alcohol Program for 2010 was just completed. From all reports, this
program was another very successful one.

Di McMahon with husband John (R) and
John Bodnar having a little fun around the BBQ. Photo: B Farrelly

There is also movement at Kalumburu Mission, and our sincere
thanks go out to volunteers Paul and Tricia Carr, and Peter and
Rhonda Geary. These two couples have worked very hard indeed
during their time in this remote but very picturesque and interesting
part of the Kimberley.
We welcome Michael Campbell and John Chitty to our volunteer
service as they head up to Kalumburu Mission to assist in the Store
over the upcoming wet season, and hopefully beyond.
Our thoughts, prayers and sincere thanks go always to our
volunteers and their families.

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy, SEPT. 12, 2010 (Zenit.org).-

Despite our faults, God still loves us, says Benedict XVI.
The Pope said this today during a reflection on the "three
parables of mercy" before praying the midday Angelus with
the crowds gathered at the papal summer residence in
Castel Gandolfo.
The three
parables are found in
Chapter 15 of Luke's
Gospel, and they tell
the story of the
"shepherd who goes
after the lost sheep,
of the woman who
looks for the lost
coin, of the father
who goes to meet and
embrace his prodigal
son."
"Dear friends,
how can we not open
our heart to the
certainty that,
although being
sinners, we are loved
by God?" the Pontiff
asked. "He never tires to come to meet us, he is the first to
take to the road that separates us from him."
"Repentance is the measure of faith, and thanks to it, one
returns to the truth," the Holy Father added.
Referring to the parable of the prodigal son, Benedict XVI
noted that "when the older brother appears indignant over
the festive welcome given his brother, it is always the father
who goes to meet him and plead with him: 'Son, you are
always with me and everything I have is yours.'"
"Only faith can transform egotism into joy and restore
right relations with our neighbor and with God," the Pontiff
affirmed. "'We must celebrate and rejoice,' the father says,
'for this brother of yours … was lost and has been found.'"

Frances Jackson, from Tasmania,
was at Mirrilingki while working as a Josephite volunteer at Ngalangangpum
School in Warmun. In her ‘down time’ Frances very generously put in a huge
effort in the Mirrilingki kitchen - as you can see by this mouth-watering
selection, she never did anything by halves. Photo: B Farrelly
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Obituary

Jon Stephen Cleary

Quiet parishioner was a great Australian writer
From an Obituary by Dr Michael Costigan, Sydney NSW
Born 22 November 1917
Entered Eternal Life 20 July 2010

Seated for many years at Sunday morning Mass towards the
back of Kirribilli’s Star of the Sea Church, the small man with the
neat white beard would have attracted little attention from other
worshippers. Only some would have known he was arguably
Australia’s greatest storyteller.
Jon Stephen Cleary died on July 20 at the age of 92, after a long
illness. True to his character, his funeral service was a quiet affair,
attended by about 70 friends and family members, led by his
daughter Catie Campos, in a chapel at the Northern Suburbs
Crematorium on July 26.
The moving eulogy at the service was delivered by one of his
oldest friends, his Kirribilli neighbour Sir Eric McClintock.
Sir Eric recalled both happy and sad times in a long and busy
life, during the last 60-plus years of which Jon Cleary, overcoming
the fact that his schooling had been cut short at 14, produced 55
widely acclaimed works of fiction, over eight million copies of
which have been sold in many countries, some in translation.
It was also in keeping with Cleary’s unobtrusive character that
his death did not attract widespread attention here, apart from a few
fine obituaries by the likes of Malcolm Brown in the Sydney
Morning Herald and The Australian’s Murray Waldren. In fact,
Cleary was one of Australia’s best known writers internationally.
Often regarded as the author of thrillers, 20 of which featured
the Australian police inspector Scobie Malone, a devout Catholic,
he also wrote novels with a social message, while even those
dealing primarily with crime did so from a moral viewpoint. There
is evidence of his Catholicism and of his acute knowledge of the
Church in some of his work.
Malone, his best known character, first appeared in 1966 in The
High Commissioner and made his last appearance in Degrees of
Connection in 2003.
Several of Cleary’s books were made into films, the best known
being his runaway bestseller The Sundowners. He himself spent
time in Hollywood and wrote film and TV scripts as well as novels.
In his eulogy at the funeral service, Sir Eric McClintock traced

Jon Cleary’s eventful life, from
his impoverished childhood in
Erskineville as the eldest of seven
to the lonely final years when his
beloved wife Joy was stricken by
Alzheimer’s. Earlier, in 1987,
they had together suffered the
loss through cancer of one of
their two daughters, Jane. The
grief remained with Jon for the rest of his life.
After the war, Jon went to London hoping to find employment
as a scriptwriter. On the way he met Joy Lucas, a Melbourne nurse
also bound for England. They very soon married. It was the
beginning of a marvellous partnership that lasted for 57 years, until
Joy’s death in 2003.
Jon and Joy lived outside Australia, mainly in England and the
USA, with occasional returns, for close to 30 years after the war.
Even after they settled in their Kirribilli home, with its view across
the Harbour to the Opera House, they continued to travel regularly
so that Jon could carry out first hand research for his writing.
In 1957, Jon Cleary had met Morris West in London. It was the
beginning of a life-long friendship between two Catholic novelists
who helped to put Australia on the world literary map. Jon
delivered a heartfelt and witty eulogy at West’s funeral. West’s
daughter Melanie recited a poem at Jon’s own funeral service.
One of the keenest admirers of his books was Hilary Clinton,
who insisted when visiting Australia that he be invited to a private
reception organised, principally for women with conservative
associations, by Prime Minister John Howard’s wife.
Jon Cleary’s achievements owed much to his natural talent and
the diligence with which he approached the writing of so many
books. Working methodically, he set about writing 1500 words
daily on a veteran typewriter until a manuscript was ready to go to
the publisher.
It was only ill health during the final two or three years of his
long life that put an end to his output. He had done more than
enough to win a high place among his country’s most accomplished
spinners of yarns.
May he rest in peace.

St John’s College celebrates 50 years

Dawn Webster, of Kununurra, was at
the dinner with her son Gary Gerrard,
the fourth of her children to attend St
John’s. Photo: P O’Brien

On the weekend of 6-8 August, St John’s College, Darwin celebrated fifty years of Catholic
Education in the Top End - and what a wonderful occasion it was! The College began its journey in
1960 when Bishop John O’Loughlin saw the need for a centre of learning, not only for urban
students, but also for children from remote communities. St John’s, under the leadership of the
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, began as an all-boys school but after Cyclone Tracy became coeducational when structural damage necessitated the use of their facilities by their sister Order, the
Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.
The College, which nestles on top of the beautiful scenic Darwin Botanical Gardens with a view
of the harbour in the distance, played host to six ex-Principals as well as hundreds of visitors who
came from around the Territory and interstate. The weekend began with a 50 Year Anniversary
Mass in St Mary’s Star of the Sea Cathedral followed by a mingling of guests sharing their ‘St
John’s story’ on the Cathedral lawns.
Visitors were treated to a most delicious breakfast on Sunday morning by the current Year 12
students, and this was followed by a Mass in the College Auditorium, a tour of the College and, of course, a
footy match! St John’s College continues on its journey, and what has been augers well for the next fifty years.
Many students from the Kimberley have attended the College and some made it back to Darwin for the
weekend of celebrations.
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Mirrilingki News

A rest stop on journey
By Shane Wood cfc

(L- R) Sr Christine O’Connor ssj, Sr Emilie Cattalini rsj, and Neisha Demsney
enjoy a break from sessions. Photo: Br S Wood cfc

On the weekend of 14 and 15 of August, some twenty people
from the East Kimberley gathered at Mirrilingki to explore the topic
‘Becoming my own personal coach’ with Sr Emilie Catallini rsj. By
using her knowledge and skills as a practising psychologist and her
insights into personal spirituality, Sr Emilie was able to introduce
participants to helpful exercises, that they could take away with
them, related to positive self-image and the ability to let go of the
past so that one can truly live the present.
Participants learned more about what the ego is and what
damage it can do when allowed to become inflated, and to see that
spirituality is what enables us to live with our vulnerabilities and
with the nature of being human, which involves living with paradox.
On the Sunday morning, Sr Alma Cabassi rsj led a reflection on
the life of Blessed Mary MacKillop and her influence on the East
Kimberley through the presence of her Sisters and those attracted to
her charism. People were asked to draw upon the qualities they
identified as present in Mary’s story that were also present in their
own life as a way of continuing to inspire their journey in whatever
ministry they were involved in.
The staff at Mirrilingki cared generously for all those who stayed
overnight, and everyone left refreshed in mind, body and spirit.

LIFE It is sacred

This is what your feet looked like when you were only 10 weeks old.
Perfectly formed? Yes! You even had fingerprints then.

Justice Matters
By Shane J. Wood cfc

The New Political
Paradigm
It is a strange thing that when we have an election result like
the one we have just had, many people were left feeling that we
did not achieve a result at all simply because neither of the two
major parties had achieved a majority of the seats in the Lower
House. We have been so used to the result being very obvious
because one party has won more seats than the other. Because
this did not happen, the politicians were forced to look to how such
a majority of seats could be achieved through negotiation and
affiliation with the minority and independent members.
We have become so used to an adversarial system in both the
legal and political arenas, that the idea of negotiation,
compromise, co-operation, or even recognition of the possibility of
good ideas coming from another party, seemed very foreign.
There has been, in my view, undue attention given to the so called
power of the independent members of the House. The outcome of
the election means that the vote of every member of the House
has taken on a new value. Any member crossing the floor or
voting with the other side on a conscience vote can sway the
outcome of any debate.
I would prefer to see a renewed emphasis placed upon the
responsibility of all the members of the parliament to use their
vote to progress the best long-term interests of the nation rather
than the short-term self-interest of the individual member or their
electorate. Whether they like it or not, both major parties will
need to work more closely with people who do not belong to their
political party. The result has opened up the possibility of
politicians searching more assiduously for the best idea, the best
approach, the most likely policy to achieve consensus across their
own party and to win enough support from elsewhere in the
House to gain a majority of votes. This is a new way of doing
business, and if an early election is to be avoided it is going to
become the norm for the life of this parliament.
The new arrangement will require some putting aside of the
usual ‘theatre’ of parliament that has involved much personal
attack of ‘those on the other side’, and the customary opposition
to anything that is not a product of one’s own party. Now there is
more than just ‘the other side’ to consider in formulating policy.
Maybe it is wishful thinking, or unrealistic optimism on my part,
but it is my hope that all members of the current parliament will
give this new (at least in modern times) way of doing politics in
Australia the best possible chance to be successful. I sense that if
it works, we will all be the better for it as a result of legislation
that reflects the best thinking, the best of aspirations, for the longterm future of our nation, our region and our world, no matter
where the ideas might have had their origin.
It will be a testing time for all our political representatives to
see if they can allow themselves to see the potential value in
developing more bipartisan approaches to the serious challenges
facing us or whether the old habits will prove too difficult to shake
off.
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The Sacrament of Confirmation

Be Sealed with the Holy
Beagle Bay

Broome
Twenty five students of St Mary's College Broome received the
Sacrament of Confirmation on Saturday 11 September in Our Lady
Queen of Peace Cathedral, Broome. Bishop Saunders
administers the Sacrament to Tessa Jaffrey who is supported by
her sponsor, Katina Coffin. Photo: A Mitchell

Those who received the Sacrament have time for a photo with
Bishop Saunders following Confirmation in Sacred Heart Church,
Beagle Bay on Saturday 21 August. In front of the beautiful pearl
shell altar,
are from left,
front, Bianca
Cox and
Amber
Hudson,
centre,
Harold
Shadforth,
Fidalas
Augustine
and Paul
Cox, and at
back,
Surahdin
Haji Noor.

Photo: K Bin Jali

Prayer to the
Holy Spirit

Kalumburu
Montana
Bundamurra
receives the
Sacrament of
Confirmation from
Bishop Saunders at
Kalumburu on the
Feast of Our Lady of
the Assumption, 15
August 2010.

Spirit of Love
Help me to be open
to the needs of others.
Spirit of Joy
Inspire me to proclaim
the Good News.
Spirit of Peace
Fill my heart with God’s presence.
Spirit of Patience
Help me to be still and listen
to God’s Word.
Spirit of Wisdom
Guide me in my search for truth.
Spirit of Gentleness
Help me to nurture my inner being.
Spirit of Courage
Give me strength to dispel the fear.
Spirit of Faithfulness
Fill me Christ’s love. Amen.

Lombadina
After the
Confirmation, at
Christ the King,
Peninsula Parish, a
small feast was held
for the candidates
who received the
Sacrament
administered by
Bishop Saunders.
From left, Derek
Manado, Phillip
Rahman and Ameer
Sibosado.
Photo: CAS
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The Sacrament of Confirmation

Spirit
Derby

Eight young people of Holy Rosary
Parish in Derby received the Sacrament
of Confirmation, which was
administered by Bishop Saunders, on
Sunday 19 September. Following the
celebration, (front L-R), Karen Ido
(teacher), Holly Lowcock, Angus
Matthews, Sean O’Meara and Ms
Lisette Spaull (REC) and back row (LR), Rhonyche Devlin, Liam McPhee,
Chad Albert and Zaden Taylor.

Photo: CAS

Kununurra
On Sunday 5 September, Bishop Christopher
Saunders conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation on
thirteen children in St Vincent Pallotti Church,
Kununurra. This completed their initiation into the
Catholic Church. In a very personal moment, as each
student received the Gifts of the Holy Spirit when
Bishop Saunders laid his hands on each child and as
these gifts were being sealed with the Oil of Chrism,
Bishop Saunders had a private chat with each child
about their chosen saint.
Mae (L) with Bishop Saunders and Mae’s proud mum, Joy Scott.
Photo: T Fyfe

Josephites in the East Kimberley: As One with the Gija
By Dan McAloon

Mary MacKillop sent her Sisters to mission to the children of
remote and isolated Australia. Today this same spirit
inspires the Josephites on mission to Australia’s first people
in the East Kimberley...
A former stockman Patrick Mung Mung, aged about 62, is an
elder of the Gija Aboriginal people; a law and culture man who keeps
the songs and dances of his ancestors alive. Patrick is also an astute
cross-cultural communicator. With paint mixed from charcoal and
ochre, he paints his Gija dreaming in evocative paintings that today
hang in art galleries from Canberra to New York to Paris.
It is for the love of his people that Patrick today works with Sr
Theresa Morellini, running a drug and alcohol intervention program
at the Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre in Warmun, East Kimberley.
The residential program addresses the issues of alcohol abuse that
continues to devastate Patrick’s people.
For the Gija, alcohol abuse has cost too many young lives. “We
are having funerals, funerals, funerals, all the time,” says Community
Chairwoman Shirley Purdie. Although Warmun is a “dry”
community, elders like Shirley and Patrick say tougher licensing laws
in Western Australia are needed to stop sly grog runners.
Today Sr Theresa facilitates three drug and alcohol workshops a
year at the Mirrilingki Spiritual Centre, a facility of the Broome

Diocese. She is a sensitive link between the people and the social
agencies that come to Warmun. “I do the follow up work with the
people.”

Sr Theresa with Mary, Betty and Patrick. Photo: Catholic Mission

She has also been instrumental in training Gija elders Patrick
Mung Mung, Mary Thomas and Betty Carrington as team leaders in
the program. “We work together,” says Sr Theresa. “At the end of the
program we do therapeutic work in the bush where we can use
healing, culture, as well as psychology.”
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Notre Dame Kimberley
Terri Hughes, Lecturer, School of Arts & Sciences

The challenge
of reconciliation
Reconciliation is often spoken of as being a journey
– each of us at different points along the path.
With this in mind I began by thinking, as a nonIndigenous Australian, about where my journey
began and how I came to be teaching on an
Aboriginal Studies program at the University of
Notre Dame in Broome.
In growing up in the western suburbs of Sydney – a strong
working class area with high levels of unemployment, poor school
completion rates and high teenage pregnancy rates – I had believed
the most marginalised, disadvantaged groups in Australia were
working class people and in particular youth and women. Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples were invisible in the world I grew
up in.
The First Australians existed, in a couple of paragraphs and one
or two photos, in school textbooks presenting Australian history. I
vaguely remember images from the odd documentary we were
required to watch and learn from. I suspect for many Australian
children little has changed.
I never considered for a moment I was living on someone else’s
country and that the land had been stolen along with the lives and
livelihoods of many of the First Australians. The original land
owners and custodians had become invisible – at least in many of the
suburbs of Sydney where I lived and played, in my primary and
secondary classes and throughout four years of tertiary studies which
led to a qualification allowing me to teach! It was at this point, when
I took up a position in a remote Aboriginal community school in the
Northern Territory, that the gaps in my education were highlighted.
It was also at this same time that many non-Aboriginal
Australians – including many of our political leaders and media
commentators – were arguing vociferously for a silencing of the so
called ‘black arm band’ historians, and that we [white Australians]
should not be made to feel guilty about our past. But how can one
really feel proud of a nation that ‘disappears’ the original inhabitants,
their stories, their experiences, and their knowledge systems?
Some years later, while living in Perth and working in prison
education, I heard a Nyoongar woman speak of her experiences of
being taken by force from her family. She stressed however, to the
largely non-Indigenous audience, that she did not want them to feel
guilty, ‘guilt is wasted energy and prevents a person from taking
action and Australia needs its people to take action’.
While I often struggle with the fact I am a non-Indigenous
Australian working in Indigenous studies – preparing and delivering
lectures and tutorials, I try only to ask those who join the group to
challenge and question their own understanding of what
reconciliation may be for them and then to act.
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Graduation Day Mass
What was originally planned as a fairly small scale celebration of
the Graduation Day Mass for students, families and staff of Notre Dame
University Broome turned into something much bigger with
representatives from the Catholic Education Commission of WA, St
Mary’s College and the Catholic Education Office Broome, all in
attendance. Nulungu Chapel was filled with over 100 people as Mass
was celebrated by Bishop Saunders together with Bishop Don Sproxton,
Auxilliary Bishop of Perth Diocese, and priests from Perth and Broome
as well as from the USA representing Notre Dame in Indiana. The
homily, delivered by Bishop Saunders, centred on the sacrifices that
graduating students had made through the years to the point of having
successfully completed their studies. This is in many ways an analogy
of the Cross of Christ, a symbol of which was blessed at the conclusion
of Mass and
presented to
each of the
graduating
students at the
Graduation
ceremony.

Bishop Saunders
blesses the
crosses for
graduating
students,
assisted by
graduand
Rachael Prout.
Photo: S Starc

Fifteenth annual
graduation ceremony
The University of Notre Dame Australia (UNDA) Broome campus
hosted its fifteenth
annual graduation
for the class of 2010
on 6 August at 5pm.
Over thirty
students graduated
from Higher
Education and
Vocational
Education and
Training courses in
the disciplines of
Nursing,
Education and
Arts and Sciences.
More than 300
guests attended
the traditional
outdoor ceremony Valedictorian Debra Mitchell (L), Bachelor of Nursing
graduate, receives her award from Dr Patricia Kailis, a
with many
Governor of the University. Photo: Notre Dame, Broome
graduates
travelling from interstate and throughout the Kimberley to be part of the
celebration.
Prof Carolyn Woo, of The University of Notre Dame America,
delivered the Occasional Address.

50 Years a Winner
In their fiftieth year
as a football club,
Broome Saints have
won the West
Kimberley Grand
Final.
In what can only be described
as a close encounter with a very
determined opposition in Peninsula
Bombers, the public was treated to
an exciting finalé to what was
clearly a very successful WKFA
2010 season. It was close throughout the game and players
from both sides repeatedly put their bodies on the line in a physical battle that went down to the
final few minutes when Saints eventually pulled away to win the day by 11 points.
SAINTS 11 8 74 DEF BOMBERS 9 9 63
The winner of the Father McMahon Medal, for best on the ground,
was Scott McPhee of Saints. The
Medal was
presented by
Bishop
Christopher
Saunders.

Captain of
Saints, Matt
Sears, and
Coach, Neil
Bourke, with the
Premiership
Cup for 2010.
Photo: CAS

The victorious Saints Football Club, Premiers
WKFA 2010. Photo: CAS

Winning smiles following Saints victory – three generations
celebrate – (L–R), Tristram Pigram, Phillip Pigram, Jim Pashley
and Nathan Pigram. Photo: CAS

Suicide awareness
By Cecelia Dann, Outreach Service Co-ordinator

Arafmi Outreach Service supports carers of the mentally ill, and family and
friends affected by suicide.
Every month we have group meetings and workshops. The Suicide Support
Group wants to make people aware of family or friends who might have problems
with wanting to hurt themselves. Please don’t turn your back on them, we have
lost so many through suicide.
The Support Group found out about the Suicide Prevention Day held on 10
September and acknowledged around the world. They realised there was nothing
being done in Broome. The group asked if Arafmi would be able to help them to
do a ‘suicide prevention walk’ on that day, to bring people together to remember
their loved ones and to be aware of suicide, that it can happen to anyone, and if
you need help there are services out there now that can help.
The Support Group wants awareness for the Community when it comes to
suicide. This is the second year the walk has been held and Arafmi would like to
continue to support the group for future walks.

Walk organizers Cecelia Dann (L) and Miriam Fessler.
Photo: J Grimson
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Media Notes

Kimberley residents request more time
with UNDA medical students

An innovative medical training program that aims to expose medical students to
the joys and challenges of remote area life and health care has proven to be highly
successful at the University of Notre Dame Australia (UNDA).
The program, now in its fifth year, has been extended from seven to eight days
in duration at the request of Kimberley residents. After one week of being
immersed in remote area life, where they may be expected to do everything from
working in the local deli to mustering, all 106 second year medical students will
have one day’s ‘down-time’ with their hosts to go fishing, bush walking, or just
UNDA medical students attend a patient in a Kimberley community. relax and hang out with local people.
Professor Donna Mak, Head of Population and Preventive Health at Notre
Photo: UNDA
Dame, who worked as a medical practitioner in the Kimberley for 11 years before
taking up her current position, says, “Remote and rural Australia is an area of unmet need. ... if we are serious about wanting to address
inequalities in health status between rural/remote Australians and their urban counterparts, or between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
Australians, we need to do everything in our power to encourage continuity of care, not a revolving door of doctors.”

Missing children cases on the
rise: Millions of children at risk
Catholic Mission’s news service Fides reports from Pakistan that
the number of missing or lost children is rising alarmingly. Non
Government Organisations in Pakistan are trying to organise shelters
for the identification of children and for family reunification, but it is
not easy to work, they note, in a situation of general chaos and lack of
humanitarian aid.
Part of the humanitarian effort needs to focus on aid to children.
Following the floods, Childhealth Advocacy International (CAI) has
been involved in some rescue operations in the Swat Valley and
Noshera, and has organised an intensive training workshop for
volunteers that will be used in homes beginning September 1, for the
identification and assistance of displaced children.
"Today, one of the most urgent problems is that of nutrition, water, Photo: Catholic Mission
and thousands of missing children that are unidentified. Nobody cares specifically for these children," notes the head of CAI-Pakistan, with
concern. "This chaos is the perfect opportunity for the networks of traffickers. Since the floods, the phenomenon of missing children has been
increasing. Children need protection, as they are the easiest prey.
Visit Catholic Mission’s website for more information on the crisis in Pakistan. www.catholicmission.org.au or call 1 800 257 296.

Catholic organisations collaborate on international aid

(L-R) Greg Craven, Sr Anne Derwin RSJ and Jack de Groot.
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Catholic Religious Australia (CRA), Caritas Australia and
Australian Catholic University (ACU) have joined together to establish
the Catholic Alliance for International Development (CAID).
Sr Anne Derwin RSJ, CRA President, Jack de Groot, Caritas CEO
and Greg Craven, ACU Vice-Chancellor gathered at ACU’s North
Sydney campus on 14 September to sign a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) for CAID. The leaders also launched a
document outlining the principles of engagement on international
development, underpinned by Catholic social teaching.
The signing of the memorandum formalises a commitment by the
three organisations to work together and collaborate on international
development in East Timor and the Pacific region. The MOU also
provides a framework for informing, shaping and guiding the way they
will work together as the Catholic Alliance for International
Development.

People Stories
By Nicola Kalmar

Agnes
Martin
As one of Broome’s oldest
daughters, Agnes Martin
has endured many crosses
in her life. As she
approaches a milestone
birthday, Agnes reflects on
childhood memories, family
life and the faith that
continues to drive her.
Born and bred in Broome,
Aggie, as she has always been
affectionately known, inherited a
rich culture from her Chinese father
and Aboriginal mother. Her
mother’s leading example as a
single parent proved to have a significant
impact on Aggie, instilling the importance of survival during a time of
prejudice and hardship, whilst striving to uphold family values.
“Mum and I faced hardships, and we were battlers together,” she
says.
From an early age, Agnes took over the matriarchal role as her
mother’s eyesight began to deteriorate, eventually resulting in her
admittance to hospital.
Agnes was sent to a local convent, and subsequently became a
resident at the Holy Child Orphanage. Reflecting on her time at the
orphanage, Agnes says she was a content child: “As long as we had
somewhere to sleep, and something to eat we were happy children.”
During the war, Agnes was evacuated to Beagle Bay, where she
received baptism and sought solace in prayer whilst experiencing
tough living conditions, including sleeping under the stars.
“We had no accommodation. We used to spread our clothes on
the sand, and build a shelter using bushwood timbers,” she recalls.
In these times of solitude, Agnes formed a deep spiritual
relationship with God:
“I prayed and talked to the Father all the time, as I had no one else
I could really talk to as a child.”
As one of the older children, Agnes was responsible for looking
after the youngsters, and learned various domestic skills, including
cooking, knitting and crochet, taught by the nuns.
By the end of 1945, Agnes arrived back in Broome and worked at
the convent where she began to teach, and attended choir practice
regularly. It was during this time that she met her future husband,
Martin, a fellow resident at the convent. They shared similar
experiences, and found a common bond.
“There was a habit of match-making mission boys and girls
together,” she grins.
Shortly after, the pair decided to marry, and took part in a modest
ceremony.
“There was no fuss. We had a Bush Turkey for the main course,
and tinned fruit and custard for dessert, and a bottle of wine to
celebrate our special day,” she says with fond recollection.
Agnes and Martin set about building their family foundations on a

Photo: N Kalmar

small block of land, despite facing daily hardship. During these
times, Agnes entrusted herself to the Lord for hope and happiness.
“We would recite the rosary every night,” she recalls.
Despite the odds, including rebuilding and starting anew after a
cyclone devastation, the devoted couple maintained their faith and
perseverance.
Agnes offered practical and emotional support to Martin as they
struggled to fulfill their dreams.
“I was Martin’s offsider,” she says. “We were always working
together, side by side.”
Aggie’s prayers were answered, and husband and wife provided a
peaceful, loving family home for their expanding brood.
“We were so proud of this house, we built it together.”
Aggie’s faith and resilience were, nevertheless, soon put to the test
after Martin fell ill and her blind mother came to stay. Agnes took
over the household as the breadwinner.
“Sometimes you feel the odds are against you all the way, but
Martin and mum both needed me,” she says.
Agnes worked long hours at Broome Hospital to support the
family. At this point, the children were growing up quickly and
supported their mother.
Reflecting on their years as devoted parents, Aggie says one of
their proudest accomplishments was witnessing their daughters
attending secondary school in Perth.
In time, Agnes had to come to terms with Martin’s passing after
battling a heart condition, and learning to cope when their children
moved out of the family home and married.
“You have to learn to let go, and pray to Mother Mary for the
strength to carry on,” she says.
Aggie’s faith renewed her, and 40 years later, she continues to
devote her time as a cook at Broome Hospital.
Although she describes herself as living the “last mile” of an
incredible journey, Aggie Martin shows no signs of slowing down.
She attributes her indefatigable thirst for life to her unconditional love
as a mother, and her unwavering faith.
“The Father in heaven is looking after me.”
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What does it mean to welcome the stranger?
“He is Risen, and he is our first-born son”. These were the words with which a young Sri Lankan
mother introduced her five-month baby to a group of friends who had come to celebrate Risen’s
welcome into the Church through the Sacrament of Baptism.
Risen’s parents, both devout Catholics in Sri
Lanka, decided to give him this name because he
was born during the first week of Easter. “We
thought it was the best possible name for him”, said the proud couple,
who chose John as Risen’s middle name, because he was born on the
feast of John Baptist de la Salle, while the couple were still in detention.
Fleeing persecution in their home country, they arrived on Christmas
Island as asylum seekers in the middle of last year. After spending four
months there, the couple was transferred to the Villawood Immigration
Residential Housing in Sydney, where they spent an additional seven
months, until they were granted permanent protection last month and
were released into the community. “We wanted to baptise our son right
away after he was born, but we didn’t want to do it while we were still
in detention,” said Risen’s father. “We had to wait until we were free.”
Most of those present at Risen’s baptism were volunteers from
different church groups who had met and accompanied the family during
their time in detention. One of them, Jason, a young university student,
spoke of how he was deeply touched by the experience: “It’s a privilege
to meet such amazing people and to have the chance to make new
friends. They have a whole range of labels that can really mask their
humanity — asylum seekers, or illegal immigrants, or protection
applicants. These are the words of bureaucracy, but that’s not why we
visit them. We just go to be with people, extend a hand of friendship
and share stories, and even sometimes we have the privilege of
celebrating the Eucharist with some of them — how amazing.”
The recent arrivals of asylum seekers and refugees (in particular
those coming by boat, though the majority of asylum seekers still come
to Australia by plane), has given rise to strong emotions. Some people
believe that Australia already has a 'large enough' population, while

others argue that this nation has been built on the shoulders of those
coming from other lands, and that the fact that some of us arrived here
first, does not mean that we should exclude others, especially those who
are fleeing persecution and have experienced so much pain and suffering
in their lives already.

“It is a question of solidarity, of asking ourselves: ‘If I were in these
people’s shoes, if I were in their place, how would I like to be treated?
How would I like to be welcomed?’ ” Extending this hand of friendship
and welcome can contribute to the healing process in their lives, as
Jason has discovered. “Perhaps it is their sheer happiness that has been
drawing me back. When you begin to imagine what their stories might
be, their sheer happiness and hope is quite baffling, quite surprising. It
draws you back. It gives you hope.”

Parish News
Broome
Joan and Ivan Gogler were farewelled by the congregation of Our
Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome at the 9am Mass on 29
August. Ivan was a member of staff at Nulungu (now St Mary’s)
College, Broome, in 1978/9 and was largely responsible for providing
the school oval which has been so widely used by the community and
school alike over the years. Joan and Ivan have been heavily involved

Beagle Bay
Amber Hudson
received the Sacrament
of First Holy
Communion at the
Vigil Mass for the
Feast of the
Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in
Sacred Heart Church
Beagle Bay. Amber is
pictured here with
Acting Parish Priest,
Fr Daniel Kilala CSSp.
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Joan and Ivan Gogler with Fr Matthew Digges, Administrator
of the Cathedral Parish. Photo: B Kane

with Church activities and their hard work and dedication is gratefully
acknowledged. After 32 years in Broome, Joan and Ivan travelled to
Sydney on 4 September to a care facility which is located very close to
family members who are delighted to welcome them home.

School News
Balgo-Luurnpa
By Robert Ninkarma, teacher

Delwyn from Luurnpa Catholic School in Balgo was involved in a
serious motor vehicle accident in 2005. He sustained many serious
injuries that have impacted on him both physically and emotionally.
Delwyn is a Year 3 student and we were very excited to see him using
the computer he has received from funds granted by the Insurance
Commission of Western Australia. This computer is for Delwyn’s own
use and will remain with him as he progresses through school and
further education. The plan is for Delwyn to gradually become
competent in the use of his computer by appropriate training and
support and is a small way to help address the difficulties he encounters
each day from his injuries. It has a special keyboard and specific
programs for his unique needs and he hasn’t stopped smiling since he
received it.

Kununurra
Towards the end of Term 3, nine students from St Joseph’s School,
Kununurra, who had attended school regularly during the year,
experienced a cold, wet, but exciting trip to Perth for their Year 7 Camp.

Patrick (L), who fired the canon at 1pm in a re-enactment of how ships set their time
whilst anchored off the Roundhouse at Fremantle before the harbour was built, with
(L-R), in front, Amanda, Carmen, Shaun and Alex, and back, Cameron, Stuart, Tasma
and Lana. Photo: T Fyfe

Some unplanned moments included meeting an American Aussie
Rules football team, named the Yankaroos, who were training at South
Fremantle Oval and an impromptu swim at Sorrento beach when the
cold southerly waves caught up with some slow-moving students!
All in all it was a great experience for the students, some visiting
Perth for their first time, and the days away from home proved to be
both educational and fun-filled.

Red Hill
By Dean Savoia, Principal
Delwyn on his very own computer. Photo: R Ninkarma

Beagle Bay
By T Sarah

Sacred Heart School, Beagle Bay, celebrated another successful
NAIDOC Week this year with a range of activities that promoted
healthy lives and strong culture. One of the highlights was the creation
of a sand mural using the different coloured sands from around the
community. With the message of ‘coming together’ the mural shows us
how beautiful we all are together no matter what colour we are. It was
also special to use a common and natural substance such as sand to
convey the message. Students, from Kindy to Secondary, all
participated in constructing the mural and enjoyed creating it.

Photo: A Augustine

Each Term at
Warlawurru Catholic
School, Halls Creek,
parents and families are
invited for a special day
to celebrate the work
children have done
throughout the Term. In
Terms 2 and 4, Reports
are presented and
discussed and, in Terms
1 and 3, Portfolios of
children’s work are
presented to parents.
Open Days provide an
opportunity for parents
to speak with teachers
and teaching assistants
to find out how their
child is faring in class, Davina Long with children Deniqua and Michaela Johns
at the September Open Day. Photo: D Savoia
to learn about their
many successes and find out how they can assist with any challenges
faced. Open Days are also an opportunity for our school community to
come together to celebrate our great school and the important parts
played by students, parents, teachers and teaching assistants, our Parish
Priest and other staff and family members.
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School News
Billiluna-Kururrungku

Broome
St Mary’s College students quickly settled into life and routines on
their journey to Melbourne as part of the Cultural Exchange 2010.
Students had the pleasure of hosting Xavier and Genazzano brothers
and sisters during Terms 2 and 3, showing them life in Broome and the
exchange to Melbourne provided the opportunity to have the hospitality
reciprocated. In their first week the students were busy attending
classes, making presentations, participating in sport and negotiating
trams and lots of traffic

Kururrungku
Catholic Education
Centre, Billiluna
(East Kimberley)
enjoyed a hugely
successful excursion
to Broome Camp
School in Term 3.
Seven students, who
had come to school
regularly, travelled
the 900km from the
Great Sandy Desert
to the cool, blue
waters of Cable
Beach.

Alvina Nungoray holds a
baby crocodile at Malcolm Douglas' Wilderness Park in
Broome. Photo: P Sanders

Gibb River

A member of the local ‘constabulary’, second from left, has (L-R) Ben Streeter, Jhi
Clarke and Karl Beford ‘under arrest’ when students visited the 1850’s goldrush town
of Sovereign Hill, Ballarat VIC. Photo: K McKenna

Students from Wanalirri Catholic School, Gibb River, went to
Kununurra and Wyndham for their school camp recently. While ‘in
town’ (L-R) Dean Wungundin, Kimisha Burgu and Jacob Burgu
selected some plants at the nursery to take home to plant in their own
gardens.

At the recent Maths
and Science Day
students and staff of St
Mary’s College Broome,
Primary Campus, joined
in the spirit of the day
by dressing up and
participating in learning
and fun activities
relating to Maths and
Science.
On the science trail.
Michael Sibosado with
teaching assistant
Angela Dep.
Photo: S Millar

Photo: Sr N Goodwin RSJ

Warmun
On Wednesday 8 September, Ngalangangpum School in Warmun was alive
with the sound of families having fun with mathematical games. Parents, students
and teachers enjoyed the company of each other while practising their maths skills
in a fun way. A highlight of the night was watching a DVD, created by the
students and edited by volunteers from Mt St Joseph School, Sydney, about where
maths is used in the community. Families learnt how maths is an important part
of everyday life. While munching on a sausage sandwich, families watched
students interview people from around the community in their jobs, for example
people measuring calico for frames at the Art Centre and nurses working out
quantities of medicine to give to patients. A great night was had by all.
Shondean Purdie with dad Dean Purdie teaching him a thing or two about maths!!
Photo: Ngalangangpum School
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School News

Kimberley Wild

Mulan

The Emu

By Les Coyle, Principal

Dromaius novaehollandiae

The students and teachers from John Pujajangka-Piyirn School,
Mulan (East Kimberley) are lucky enough to go regularly on bush trips
into the IPA areas around Lake Gregory.
Recently students went out to the Lake with the Department of Water
and the IPA Rangers to investigate the many creatures living in the Lake.
With the help of the rangers the students netted lots of small fish and
bugs; they then
placed them
under
microscopes and
studied their
special features.
It was great to
see how
confident and
happy the
students were to
be out in the
open spaces.
These days Dermott with one of the tiny fish taken from the net.
Photo: I Pither
spent in the
bush are very special and the joy on the faces of the children and the
elders make it so gratifying for us all.

The Emu, is the largest bird
native to Australia and the only
existing member of the genus
Dromaius. It is also the secondlargest existing bird in the world by
height, after its ratite relative, the
ostrich. The soft-feathered, brown,
flightless birds reach up to 2 metres in height. The Emu is common
over most of mainland Australia, although it avoids heavily
populated areas, dense forest, and arid areas. Emus can travel great
distances at a fast, economical trot and, if necessary, can sprint at 50
km/h for some distance at a time. They are opportunistically
nomadic and may travel long distances to find food; they feed on a
variety of plants and insects, but have been known to go weeks
without food. Emus will sit in water and are also able to swim.
The female Emu lays an average of 11 (and as many as 20) very
large, thick-shelled, dark green eggs. The male incubates the eggs
over a period of 8 weeks, sometimes turning the eggs up to 10 times
a day.
The Emu has good eyesight and hearing, which allows it to
detect nearby threats. Its legs are among the strongest of any
animals, powerful enough to tear down metal wire fences.
They have small vestigial wings that are around 20 cms long and
have a small claw at the tip of this wing. The Emu flaps its wings
when it is running and it is believed that they stabilise the bird when
it is moving. It has a long neck and legs.
When walking, the Emu takes steps of around 100 cms, but at
full gallop, a stride can be as long as 275 cms. The Emu's legs are
devoid of feathers and underneath its feet are thick, cushioned pads.
They have brown to grey-brown plumage of shaggy appearance.
The plumage varies in colour due to environmental factors, giving
the bird a natural camouflage. Feathers of Emus in more arid area
with red soil have a similarly-tinted plumage but are darker in
animals residing in damp conditions.
Their calls consist of loud booming, drumming, and
grunting sounds that can be
heard up to 2 km away. The
different sounds produced can
be used to distinguish males
and females. The loud
booming corresponds to
females, while loud grunts are
limited to males.

Garnduwa

Soccer fever hits The
East Kimberley
Kerry Henry and Nelson Filipe of Football West delivered
school skills sessions to Halls Creek District High, Frog Hollow,
Warmun and both Wyndham District High and St Joseph’s
Wyndham in Term 3. On Thursday 16 September, Football West
attended the Garnduwa Inter-School Soccer Competition held in
Wyndham. Their visit finished with the ‘Saunders Soccer Cup’
organized by
Garnduwa at the
Kununurra town oval.
The Saints team from
St Joseph’s School
Kununurra was
overall winner from
among 100
particpants and five
schools. Garnduwa
hopes to make this
an annual event.

Wyndham Sport
Development Officer,
Pablo Garcia, with ‘Best
and Fairest’ winner
James Egan from St
Joseph’s School in Wyndham. James was awarded a soccer ball signed by
Perth Glory. Photo: L Thorpe

Peace and peace-building go beyond simply
the absence of conflict. They are positive,
constructive ways of living that require
constant nurturing, and that reflect the
sacredness that is the deepest part of our
being – the sacredness that is the presence of
the God of peace in our world.
Social Justice Sunday Statement 2010
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World Youth Day - Madrid 2011 the Journey Continues...
If you thought WYD 2008 in Sydney was amazing, then just imagine being 17,000 kilometres across
the world experiencing something almost ten times as huge! — So begin the journey now and set
your sights on an adventure so big, it will have life-changing consequences.

Are you interested in joining our
Kimberley pilgrimage?
Then please contact your Parish Priest, or Erica Bernard, for an
Expression of Interest form and send it in to us at –
Kimberley World Youth Day Pilgrimage,
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725.
• Limited places are available
• Age group is 18-35 year olds
• Cost to each pilgrim is $6000
Your Parish Priest has all the details of the Pilgrimage which is
planned for Kimberley pilgrims.

Pope Benedict XVI invites
young people
At a Mass celebrated by Pope Benedict XVI, he addressed the
young people present and encouraged them to open their hearts
to Christ on the road to Madrid:

"I invite you all to consider the experience of Saint
Augustine, who said that the heart of every person is
restless until it finds what it truly seeks. And he
discovered that Jesus Christ alone is the answer that can
satisfy his and every person's desire for a life of
happiness, filled with meaning and value (cf. Confessions,
I.1.1). As he did with Augustine, so the Lord comes to
meet each one of you. He knocks at the door of your
freedom and asks to be welcomed as a friend. He wants
to make you happy, to fill you with humanity and dignity.
The Christian faith is this: encounter with Christ, the living
Person who gives life a new horizon and thereby a
definitive direction. And when the heart of a young person
opens up to his divine plans, it is not difficult to recognize
and follow his voice...
...You, my dear young people, are the hope of the Church!
She expects you to become messengers of hope, as
happened in Australia, during World Youth Day 2008, that
great manifestation of youthful faith that I was able to
experience personally, and in which some of you took
part. Many more of you will be able to come to [World
Youth Day] Madrid in August 2011.
I invite you here and now to participate in this great
gathering of young people with Christ in the Church."

PLEASE CONTACT your Local Parish Priest
OR Erica Bernard,
KIMBERLEY WORLD YOUTH DAY COORDINATOR
Phone: 08 9192 1060 Mobile: 0448 762 987
Email: kwydyouth@broomediocese.org

Get used to the term 'pilgrim' – for that is what you are about to
become during World Youth Day 2011 in Madrid! It's all about
setting out into the unknown, in faith, with fellow adventurers and
in search of an encounter which will set your life compass in the
right direction.
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LEFT: Geoffrey Drummond was amongst those who received the Sacrament of
Confirmation in Holy Rosary Church, Derby on Sunday 19 September. Geoffrey is
joined by his dad Geoffrey and baby sister Jennifer for this photo taken with
Bishop Saunders following the celebration.
Photo: J Grimson

ABOVE: From left, Kamesa Sibosado, Cheyenne Ougham and Scarlett Ennis were among those who
received the Sacrament of Confirmation, administered by Bishop Saunders, in Christ the King Church
Lombadina on Sunday 22 August. Photo: CAS

ABOVE: Bill Farrelly (L), the Manager of Mirrilingki Centre gets a
hand from the visiting Diocesan Property Manager, Yves Baudry, to

ABOVE: Farewelling Father Eugene (second from
right) from Balgo Kutjungka were members of his
self-appointed bodyguard, from left, Lincoln
Mosquito, Eric Moora and Ronald Mosquito.
Photo: CAS

LEFT: (L-R) Josh, Cody and Bud Sibosado,
brothers in arms after the big Saints’ win in
Broome, WKFA Premiership. Photo: CAS
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fix a washing machine. There’s always repairs and hard work on the
go around the Kimberley Mission. Photo: V Baudry

