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Do not be
afraid.
I bring you
news of
great joy,
a joy to be
shared by the
whole people.
Today a
Saviour has
been born to
you; he is
Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:10-12
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Christmas message...

A Saintly and Holy Christmas
We have
become very
familiar in recent times with
discussions and thoughts
about saints and canonization
and holiness. For this we give
thanks to our own St Mary of
the Cross. A spectacular
celebration in Rome, along
with countless Masses,
remembrances and prayer
services, offered up in
gratitude all over our nation,
marked the occasion of her
elevation as Australia’s first
Saint. She has encouraged us
to strive for holiness, in the
sure and certain hope that
even in the Australian context
it is attainable, should we
have ever doubted it! She is
home-grown and easy to
relate to, one of us, down-toearth and completely devoid of
any pomposity.
Much of what defined Mary
MacKillop is found in the life
of other Saints too, such as
Mary, the Mother of Jesus and
her husband, Joseph. Their
lives were as simple as could
be: they found shelter where
they could; for them and for
us, a stable at the back of an
inn was the birthplace of the
Saviour, no slick resort or
swank apartment. They lived
unpretentiously; the boy child
was wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lay in a manger.
They were all embracing; they

played host to heavenly
angels, impoverished
shepherds and strange wise
men from the East. They
accepted the great
disappointments in life and
cherished the finer things in
their hearts.
Mary of North Sydney and
Mary of Nazareth have much
in common. It is evident that
Mary MacKillop learnt from
the life of Mary of the
Magnificat, as she did from
the quiet achiever Joseph,
after whom she named her
Congregation of Sisters. It is
no wonder that there is a
distinctive resonance in the
remarkable holiness that
distinguishes the life of our
Mary most recently
proclaimed a Saint for the
universal Church. Holiness
for her meant conforming her
will to the will of God and
serving Him generously and
faithfully.
Mary, the Mother of the
boy child, Jesus, and her
husband Joseph, through
their example instill in us an
appreciation of the wonder
and generosity of God. At
Christmas time let us focus
even more strongly
on this couple joined
to the world through
the birth of their Son
Jesus, Our Lord and
Saviour. This is the

season to celebrate the family,
when it is good to reach out
and acknowledge this basic
building block of society that
is regularly treated so
carelessly by some elements
in our country. It is a special
time for remembering that it
is the simple things of life that
truly matter and to concede
that the desire to tirelessly
consume and amass material
goods is socially destructive
and spiritually damaging, for
ourselves and our nation.
Conversely, to live the way of
a family bound by love and
holiness is an invitation which
promises a richness that is
fulfilling and life giving.
As we turn our minds to
the festive moments of
Christmas let our celebrations
of this beautiful occasion turn
also to our deep desire to
seek holiness. May the lives
of Mary and Joseph inspire us
in this quest as they did St
Mary of the Cross. May I take
this opportunity to wish you
and your family God’s choicest
blessings now and throughout
the coming year.

Icon of the Holy Family, 9th Century,
Greece, author unknown.
Photo: CAS
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Ten steps towards being witnesses to the Gospel
10. ENGAGE IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT:
We are currently living out of harmony with nature, scarring the surface of the
earth with erosion and deforestation, contributing to rising sea levels and
devastating droughts.
[Australian Catholic Social Justice Council]
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Briefly Speaking
JOHN CHITTY, is a new

MICHAEL CAMPBELL, also
a Kimberley volunteer, has
settled well into life at
Kalumburu. He comes to the
Diocese from Newcastle on the
east coast. He has a keen
interest in the environment,
helping others and giving a
hand at whatever is asked of
him! Currently he is helping to
manage the shop at Kalumburu
and doing a great job!

Kimberley volunteer, from
Bakers Hill, WA, and is
assisting with the management
and running of the shop at
Kalumburu. John’s preference

Photo: C Knapman
Photo: CAS

ALAN FARLEY has been
appointed Principal of St Mary’s
College Broome, commencing
2011. Alan was previously Vice
Principal of Mandurah Catholic

DEAN SAVOIA has held the
position of Principal at
Warlawurru School Red Hill
(Halls Creek) for the past four
years and will take a one year
break from the position in 2011.
Dean, along with his wife
Michelle and son Daemon,
hopes to spend the time
travelling to India as well as
throughout Australia spending
time with family.

Photo: C Knapman

would be for outside work, but
we are told he is rising to the
challenge admirably.

FR ANTONY
SAVARIMUTHU OFM Cap
has assisted in several
parishes around the Diocese
over the past twelve months.
Fr Antony has now returned to
his homeland in India and we

Photo: CAS

HERBERT MARSHALL,
Photo: J Grimson

College in WA. Both he and his
wife, Pauline, are looking
forward to the move to Broome.

renowned artist, whose works
are celebrated in many places,
came home recently to the
West Kimberley before
returning to Perth where he
now lives.

Photo: Fr M Digges

RAMIZ MICHAEL has
returned to the Redemptoris
Mater Seminary in Sydney to
continue his studies for
priesthood. Ramiz has been on
a pastoral placement in the
Cathedral Parish of Broome.

Photo: S Starc

thank him for the generous gift
of his time in the Kimberley.

SR CLARE CONDON is the
Superior of the Sisters of the
Good Samaritan. Sr Clare
recently called in to see Bishop
Saunders following time spent
on visitation with her Sisters
working in the Kimberley
parishes of Kalumburu and
Broome.
Photo: S Starc

STEPHEN AND SOPHIE BONIWELL, once parishioners
of Broome, were married at St Thomas of Villanova Church,
Mareeba, Queensland, on 2 October 2010.
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Office of Justice, Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

An ancient evil in today’s Australia
A month or so ago I was privileged to be part of the annual
conference of the Australian Religious Press Association (ARPA).
One striking aspect of the weekend was the number of
publications and denominations that were committed to social
justice. I sat in on one set of presentations and was deeply
moved by one speaker’s revelation about the extent of human
trafficking in today’s world. She had some startling statistics.
We don’t know how many people are subject to conditions of
slavery throughout the world, but it is estimated that there are
27 million – more than there are refugees (15.2 million). In
2007, human trafficking generated an estimated 58 billion US
dollars, which means that it is now more lucrative than the
arms trade and second only to the drug trade among illegal
enterprises. Trafficking for sexual exploitation is not the only
form, but it is certainly the most prevalent.
I’d heard and read about trafficking in humans often: the
Australian Catholic Social Justice Council supports the
campaign to combat it. Still, I found these figures startling, and
I was reminded how reluctant people can be to recognise the
reality of trafficking and slavery today. One reason for this
reluctance, I suspect, is that we hang on to an outmoded idea
of what slavery is.
As Associate Professor Jennifer Burn (University of
Technology Sydney) points out, slavery is more than what we
imagine from accounts of the Roman Empire or the American
South. That was ‘chattel slavery’, where people owned other
people and could sell them, exactly as one might own and sell

New Kids on the block

an animal or a car. But that is not the only model of slavery.
Where someone is forced to work without pay, or for tiny
amounts of money, and threatened if they refuse to work or try
to leave, that is still slavery – in a form that exists all over the
world, including Australia. Professor Burn heads her
University’s Anti-Slavery Project, a legal centre for people who
have been trafficked into Australia or coerced into working.
These people may be told that they have a ‘debt’ that they must
pay off by working (very frequently in a brothel) for months or
years without pay. They may be told that if they try to escape
they or their families will be brutalised or killed.
All these forms of slavery have appalling effects on the
individual concerned and on those close to them. Often they
find themselves in this situation because they are trying to
support their children or extended families. Australia has
signed international conventions against trafficking and slavery
and has laws against them. The organisations that are
campaigning for justice for trafficked women and men deserve
all our support.
For more information, visit the Australian Catholic Religious
Against Trafficking in Humans (ACRATH) – www.acrath.org.au –
or the UTS Anti-slavery Project – www.antislavery.org.au.
There is also information at www.freetheslaves.net.
[David Brennan is Editing and Publications Officer for the Australian
Catholic Social Justice Council. He would like to thank Jenny Baxter of
Ultra106Five in Hobart for her presentation and the information she
provided]

Vale
Baby Shanelle Gordon
with her mother Jeanette
looks a pretty picture in
the Church of Saint
Theresa, Balgo.
Photo: CAS
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MARIE LUKE, of
Goolwa in South
Australia, died on All
Souls Day, 2
November 2010, after
a lengthy battle with
illness. Marie and her
husband Kevin, who
this year celebrated
their 61st anniversary
of married life, spent
many years as Lay
Missionaries at Christ
the King
Lombadina/Djarindjin
and Our Lady of the
Assumption
Kalumburu. Marie was aged 84 at the time of her death. Our
sympathies and condolences as well as our prayers are extended to
Kevin and the family.
May she rest in peace.

Viewpoint
By Bishop Christopher Saunders DD

Thriving, in prayerful gratitude
One early morning, in the crisp and quiet desert air, I was
driving slowly out of a remote Community keeping the noise of
my engine to a minimum, keen not to disturb the small sleeping
population. As the sun began to glance over the horizon even
the dogs slept soundly, exhausted from their endless night time
barking, giving rise to an unfamiliar stillness about the village. I
cruised by a part of the establishment that had once been
essential to operations when the place was a thriving mission.
Abandoned warehouses and workshops, now burnt out and
derelict, stood near a forlorn-looking, uninhabitable dormitory,
vandalized and forgotten, it seemed. Elsewhere, broken
concrete from various foundations lay scattered in the unkempt
grass as a mere sad reminder that once some human activity
had occurred in that place before the buildings were razed. In
that precinct, the only sign of life that caught my attention was a
piece of tin barely attached to a damaged roof that rose and fell
with the gathering dawn breeze. It was pointless to find
someone to blame for this disastrous situation. The reasons and
the history are simply too complicated. What to do next seemed
more important on the scale of new beginnings and
development of a vibrant future.
These pitiable ruins reminded me of something else that
was happening in my life that involved the lives of some people I
was working with pastorally: A distraught Grandmother with a
husband in gaol and a son who had just taken his own life; a
young teenage Mum recently abandoned by her partner; a dying
elder living in a dysfunctional household with the electricity cut
off and a small fortune owing in rent. Every scene was a wreck.
It’s not always as dramatic as those cases outlined above, but

nonetheless for a lot of people the burdens of life are painfully
heavy. Indeed, isn’t it the case that all too often our lives and the
lives of people we know are littered with the debris of damaged
relationships, failed projects and broken dreams? We see it time
and time again. Our failures and disappointments surround us
continually, while our ability to deal with them is sometimes the
difference between our thriving and a pressing despair. To be
positive in the face of distress and discontent, and indeed to
minister to the forlorn and broken-hearted, requires us to adopt
suitable strategies for survival.
One such strategy is the praying of Scriptures as a source of
joy and inspiration. In the sacred Word we encounter numerous
challenges always dealt with in the context of faith. And again, in
the stories of the Saints, St Mary of the Cross included, we are
impressed by their determination to cope, and to flourish, no
matter the obstacles standing in their way. The key for them,
those Saints of God, that leads to peace and acceptance, that
enables them to endure, is prayer and a personal relationship
with Jesus.
As I drove along the powdery pindan track that early morn I
felt the delicate light of the new day usher in a growing hope,
born not out of me but out of Him who is the source of all our
comfort. And I prayed to the Trinity in gratitude for any succeses
I may have had and for my failures too. I prayed for my friends
with their crushing burdens and I remembered the words of
Jesus: “Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened
and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from me,
for I am gentle and humble in heart. Yes, my yoke is easy and
my burden light.” [Mt.11: 29-30]

Kimberley Volunteers
By Vicki Baudry, Volunteer Co-ordinator

Reflecting back on 2010, as we rapidly approach the end
of this year, and the joys of Christmas, we realize that we
have welcomed over 20 Kimberley volunteers into our
Diocese of Broome during the year, including several
returning volunteers!
Looking forward into 2011, we have 11 Kimberley
volunteers preparing to join our ranks early in the New Year,
and this figure also includes some returning volunteers!
Without our volunteers we would not be able to support
the needs of our Kimberley people and to that end our
recruitment continues.
Our heartfelt thanks go out to all Kimberley volunteers
for their commitment, sacrifice and hard work throughout
2010!
Mirrilingki volunteer Joan McPherson is delighted with her near-new bicycle, a generous gift,
We look forward to welcoming ‘new’ people to our
Kimberley Volunteer Service in 2011, and meeting up once along with a near-new swag, from passing tourists who had befriended Joan during their stay
at Mirrilingki Spirituality Centre in Warmun, East Kimberley. Photo: B Farrelly
again with some of the ‘oldies’.
any questions, should you, or someone around you, feel interested.
Remember that an enquiry for more information about our
We wish you all a holy Christmas, a happy Christmas, and every
Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service is not a commitment, and that
best wish for happiness and good health in the New Year 2011!
we would be pleased to send out an information kit and to answer
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Waiting for the rain

Caritas Kimberley
www.caritas.com.au

Emergency funds severely
stretched
Caritas workers in Indonesia have again been called out to help
those affected by three different disasters - floods, a volcanic
eruption and a tsunami.
Reconstruction and rehabilitation work was continuing in the
aftermath of the floods in Papua when the Merapi volcano erupted
followed by the tsunami in western Sumatra. The flash floods killed
145 people and destroyed dozens of homes and bridges.
A 7.7 magnitude earthquake struck the island to the northwest of
the capitol Jakarta, which then caused a tsunami that killed nearly
300 people. Around 500 are still reported missing.
This was followed by Mt Merapi in Java erupting which left 30
people dead and another 40,000 displaced.
Fr Sigit Pramuji, a director of the Caritas agency in Indonesia
said, "Priests and nuns are active in the first emergency, consoling
victims and helping to bury corpses." Caritas volunteers are also
assisting in the aftermath of the disasters.
A spokesperson for Caritas Australia said; "We also have people
on the ground assisting with the emergency, mainly on the Mentawai
Islands, west of Sumatra. We are using emergency funding at the
moment but would very much appreciate anyone who can to donate
to our emergency funds so we can allocate these funds to
emergencies such as this latest one."
Caritas has been severely stretched in the past months with the
Haiti earthquake and the Pakistan floods - both devastating in the
damage caused and on-going emergencies.
In Haiti there has been an outbreak of cholera with more than
1500 confirmed cases and nearly 140 deaths. Supplies including
rehydration salts, IV rehydration fluids, 10,000 boxes of water
purification tablets, 2,500 jerry cans, 2,500 buckets and hygiene kits
are now being distributed.
Caritas Australia's partners in Haiti have so far distributed five
bars of soap per family to over 8,000 households, and trained
hygiene promoters on cholera messaging to educate communities
about how the disease is contracted and spread.
In Pakistan Caritas Australia is also working on the ground
helping the hundreds of thousands displaced by the floods and
suffering disease as a result of the vast flood damage.
If you can assist with the Emergency Response Fund that enables
Caritas Australia to assist whenever and wherever help is needed
please contact 1800 024 413

Photo: CAS

Giving a helping hand in Fitzroy Crossing, Brodie Clements,
like so many people in the Kimberley, waits impatiently for the rain
during this hottest of times.

Anger issues
Broken relationships
Family DysfuntionAlcohol
Drugs Gunja/marijuana
Violence Mental Illness
Child Abuse
Can’t hold Mood Swings
a job Substance Abuse

Q: What do all these
things have in
common?
A: Everything!
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Catholic Mission
www.catholicmission.org.au

Help Timor-Leste’s Orphans Reach Self-Sufficiency
You’ve probably read this statement many times, but the biggest
cost incurred by orphanages is food.
This story is about two orphanages run by the Missionary
Dominican Sisters of the Rosary in TimorLeste, supported by Catholic Mission.
It’s a story about how one parcel of land
can bring self-sufficiency to two ‘growing’
communities of children. Yes, and it’s a
story about how you can help them realise
their goal.
One is in the suburb of Bidau in Dili and
the other is seven hours out of Dili by fourwheel drive in the mountains in the town of
Soibada.
At the Bidau Home there are 52 orphans,
ranging in age from 4 years to 22 years, while
at Soibada there are 74 children.
The children have come from varied
backgrounds and circumstances. Some came
from losing parents during Indonesian
occupation, others lost parents in the vicious
backlash to the 1999 independence
referendum. Sadly, newer residents have lost
parents or carers during the civil unrest in 2006.
These children are at the orphanage because the Sisters will not

turn a single one away. They are children whose extended families
cannot adequately care for them anymore. The older young adults
among them have become role models of a supportive family to the
youngest.
To alleviate this cost the goal is to become
self-sufficient. The Dominicans have begun
the process of purchasing two and a half
hectares of land outside the capital Dili. They
have raised half the funds themselves, and are
looking to Catholic Mission to assist with the
other half, a further $30,000.
The deposit they put down on the land
has already paid a dividend: permission to
harvest bananas from the property, a treat the
children enjoy.
Catholic Mission’s support of
communities, like these in Timor-Leste,
means that the people can feel confident,
knowing that they have the opportunities
previously unavailable to them. Our
support gives the people a sense of
solidarity with us.
We ask that you donate to our younger Churches all over
the world. Call 1 800 257 296 to donate, or donate online at
www.catholicmission.org.au

Triple disaster in Indonesia leaves
thousands homeless
More than 23,000 people are
now homeless from Indonesia’s
triple disaster, Padang Bishop
Situmorang told Catholic
Mission. Earthquake, tsunami
and volcanic eruption have
wiped out entire villages and left
hundreds of people dead and
missing.
The tsunami, which followed
a 7.7 magnitude earthquake,
washed away villages on
Mentawai Islands in the Padang
Diocese, west coast Sumatra, on
Monday 26 October. Three days
later the Mount Merapi volcano
erupted on the island of Java, hot
gas and ash posing a threat to
local villagers.
“While 32 people lost their
lives from the eruption of
volcano Merapi, more than 5,000
have become refugees,” said
Father Romanus Harjito O'Carm,
National Director of Catholic

Mission in Indonesia. “The death
toll, the number of people
missing and refugees will
increase.”
The Catholic Church in
Indonesia has been active in
coordinating emergency relief.
Urgent supplies have been
shipped to Mentawai. Extra
support will be needed for
reconstructing houses, schools,
churches and public facilities,
but Bishop Situmorang
expressed concern that sufficient
funds would not be available.
Catholic Mission’s National
Director in Australia, Martin
Teulan, has appealed for prayers
for the people of Indonesia in
this time of national crisis.
“The people of Indonesia are
some of our closest neighbours,
and today they need our support
and prayers. They have been hit
hard not just by one crisis but

three. Hundreds
have been killed.
More than
23,000 people,
the population
of the whole
town of Mt Isa
in outback
Australia, have
lost or had to
flee their
homes,” Mr
Teulan said.
“Catholics
make up only
3 per cent of
the population, and the
Indonesian Church is doing all it
can to reach out to the
communities affected, regardless
of race or religion. Pray that
people who have been injured or
displaced will receive urgent aid,
those who are missing will be
found alive, and those who have

lost loved ones will be
supported in their grief.”
SUPPORT BEFORE,
DURING AND AFTER
THE DISASTER:
for more information
phone 1800 257 296 or visit
www.catholicmission.org.au
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New Cathedral News
By Jill O’Brien sgs

In some Indigenous cultures when important decisions are to be
taken seven generations are considered. The three preceding ones to
remember and sift the experience and wisdom of those who have gone
before. The present generation is charged with the responsibility to
make wise decisions that will affect the lives of three generations to
come. As this activity is embraced it is not just the past generations or
the present or the future generations that dictate outcomes; it needs to be
an integration of all seven generations.
In relating this to the building of a new cathedral for the Diocese of
Broome we are the generation charged to make wise decisions that
reflect our past and will affect the life of the faith community in the
Kimberley. This is a huge responsibility; it is also a privilege that is
given to our generation. This responsibility must be exercised with
diligence and carried out with great respect for all the stake holders in
the project. In this instance the stake holders are the Bishop with the
people of the Diocese and in a special way with the parishioners of

Saint News

St Genevieve
422-500
Feast Day: 3 January

Genevieve was born in Nanterre, a
small village four miles from Paris in
France. When she was seven years
old, Genevieve met Saint Germanus of
Auxerre on his way to England.
Her holy face caught his attention when he was preaching
and after his sermon he spoke with her and found that she
wanted very much to live her life for Jesus. He blessed her,
gave her a gold medal and asked her to keep it as a reminder
of that day and of God, to whom her life belonged.
Germanus then talked with Genevieve's parents and told
them how special their daughter was. After her parents died,
Genevieve went to live with her godmother. She spent time
praying every day.
Soon she and two other young women took their vows to
become nuns before the Bishop of Paris and were given their
veils. She became very close to Jesus and wanted to bring his
goodness to people. Genevieve was a kind, generous person.
She went out of her way to do good things for others.
The people of Paris were going to run away from a terrible
army coming to attack them. Genevieve stepped forward and
encouraged the people to trust in God. She said that if they did
penance, they would be spared. The people did what she said,
and the fierce army of Attila the Hun suddenly turned back.
They did not attack the city at all.
St Genevieve practised charity and obedience to God's will
every day of her life, not just in times of need. She never gave
up trying to do as much good as possible. Faithfulness to Jesus
and courage are the special gifts of witness she leaves for us.
One of the best ways for us to help our country is to pray
for our leaders. We should ask God to guide them for the good
of us all.
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Broome whose parish church the cathedral
is.
One of the issues occupying the mind
of everyone is the site. At present
negotiations are under way to offer some
options for the site that would meet the
needs we have named in our Concepts for a
New Cathedral. When these negotiations
are completed these options with their
advantages and limitations will be
presented to the parish for their
consideration. The design professionals
would also be asked to give their wisdom
to the community on the suitability of
particular sites. After this round of consultations an informed decision
can be made, ultimately by the Bishop.
The next phase will be to design a church building which is as
faithful as possible to the brief the Kimberley Catholic community has
put together, and that will serve as a landmark, and announce a faith
tradition rooted in our distinctive history, to the broader Broome
community, to our Diocese spread across the Kimberley, and to our
many visitors.

Year of the Magpie - 2010

Kimberley Kitchen

Vatican Dossier

Steamed Christmas
Pudding

Families Teach Meaning of
Life, says Pontiff

Juanita Gower and
her husband, Maurice
(Mo), are parishioners
of Our Lady Queen of
Peace Cathedral
Broome, Juanita
having lived all her life
in Broome. Juanita
was quick to mention
that this recipe was
given to her by Sr
Veronica McCarthy
SSJG – a
recommendation in
Juanita Gower. Photo: J Grimson
itself. It has been
enjoyed over many years by all members of the Gower family.
The recipe keeps well and Juanita has passed it on to her
daughter who makes several smaller puddings to enjoy over
an extended ‘Christmas’ period.

Stresses Divine Love Transmitted
Through Marriage

Ingredients:

500g mixed fruit
125g dates, chopped
1 cup water
1
/2 cup white sugar
1
/2 cup brown sugar
125g butter or margarine
1 tsp bicarbonate soda

2 eggs
1 cup plain flour
1 cup SR flour
1 tsp mixed spice
1
/2 tsp cinnamon
2 tblsp brandy or rum

Method:

Combine fruits, sugars, water and butter in a saucepan.
Stir until butter has melted, bring to boil, reduce heat,
simmer uncovered for 8 minutes, stir in soda, stand until
mixture is cold. Stir in eggs, sifted flours and spices, add
rum/brandy and stir well.
Steam in a well greased and covered steamer or bowl for
5 hours. When cold store in refrigerator.
Steam for 1.5 hours before serving.

PALERMO, Italy, OCT. 4, 2010 (Zenit.org).-

The family is
fundamental because it is
the first place where
people learn the meaning
of life, Benedict XVI is
affirming.
The Pope made this
reflection in an address to
families and youth
gathered in Palermo's
Piazza Politeama, Sicily.
"The relationship
between parents and
children - you know - is
fundamental," the Holy
Father affirmed.
He noted that "it is the
torch of faith that is passed on from generation to generation,
this flame that is also present in the rite of baptism, when
the priest says: 'Receive the light of Christ … the paschal sign
… the flame that you must always keep alive.'"
"The family is fundamental because it is the place where
there germinates in the human soul the first perception of
the meaning of life," Benedict XVI affirmed.
"This perception grows in the relationship with the
mother and with the father, who are not the owners of the life
of the children but the first collaborators with God in the
transmission of life and the faith," he added.
"We need fertile soil in which to put down our roots," he
noted, "a soil that is rich in nourishing elements that make
the person grow."
"These are above all love and faith, the knowledge of the
true face of God," Benedict XVI added.
The Bishop of Rome went on to explain to the youth of
Palermo that "the family is the 'little Church' because it
transmits God, it transmits the love of Christ, by the power of
the sacrament of matrimony."
"The divine love that united man and woman, and that
made them parents, is able to make the seed of faith - which
is the light of life's profound meaning - grow in the hearts of
their children," the Pope said.
He added that "the family, to be a 'little Church,' must be
well integrated into the 'big Church,' that is, into the family of
God that Christ came to form."
"The greatest gift that we have received is to be Church,"
the Pontiff affirmed, "to be in Christ the sign and instrument
of unity, of peace, and true freedom."
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People Stories
By Nicola Kalmar

Sr Patricia Rhatigan AO SSJG
For Sr Pat Rhatigan SSJG, the long and spiritual road
of sisterhood has led to a journey of faith, sacrifice and
self discovery. Newly celebrating her golden jubilee
as a Sister of St John of God, Sr Pat is relishing her
current mission to help others search for answers
in their own lives.
Since humbly making her vows in Derby at the tender age of 16,
Sr Pat reflects on her fifty years of service, acknowledging her
anniversary as a “privilege”.
“It’s startling to have come this far, but it’s because of lots of
support from friends who have been an influence throughout my
journey,” she says.
Born and raised in the Kimberley, Sr Pat spent much of her
childhood moving to different towns, including Derby and Beagle Bay.
But her spiritual story began in Broome where she was introduced to
the Sisters of St John of God, and became involved with their work at
the local convent.
“I was attracted to the idea of working with Aboriginal people, and
in an apostolate of service.”
Having left school, aged 14, Sr Pat enrolled in business college and
confirmed her decision to join the Sisters. As part of her formation, Sr
Pat assisted with teaching pupils at St Mary’s school. It was there that
she discovered her passion for education.
“It was wonderful to teach the children. My role was to inspire
and encourage them,” she says.
Despite her youth, Sr Pat had faith in her vocation.
“I entered at 16 but I was mature for my age,” she recalls.
After three years of training, Sr Pat made her vows aged 19. She
compares her vocation to the precious sacraments of marriage or
priesthood, and the significance of re-committal.
“You make your vows for life, and renew them throughout the
different stages,” she says.
Sr Pat continued along the path of education, and earned degrees in
primary and secondary teaching. Her range of educational roles led
her to become the foundation Regional Officer for the Catholic
Education Office in Broome. In 2006, she completed her study for her
doctorate at the University of Notre Dame.
Two years later, Sr Pat was “thrilled” to receive the award of
Officer in the General Division of the Order of Australia, signifying
her continuous involvement in Aboriginal education.
Currently, Sr Pat’s focus is at the SSJG Heritage Centre, immersing
herself in the quest to reunite local Kimberley people with their past.

Always
a smile
Mavis Waina now
looks after the kitchen in
the shop at Kalumburu
Mission in that remote
settlement of the northern
Kimberley. Busy as she
is, Mavis still has time for
a smile!
Photo: M Campbell
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Photo: CAS

“We have a wonderful new archive building that allows the
preservation of archives and storytelling,” she says.
Sifting through a myriad of photographs and documents dating
from as far back as the 1920’s, Sr Pat and her team of volunteers
dedicate their time to researching, scanning and filing in the hope of
unearthing much sought after answers for Kimberley families
regarding their history.
“The old convent, and its exhibition, tells a story highlighting the
relationship between the Sisters and the Kimberley community.”
Through this cleverly designed Relationships Exhibition the story will
be told for generations to come.
“With permission, we have the opportunity to record and update
files of individuals and invite families to view these photographs. It’s
about filling in the gaps.”
“Kimberley people have spread far and wide and when they are
able to visit the Heritage Centre there is a chance for them to find their
story and their identity,” she says. “If you lose the story, you lose the
lesson of the future. We must honour and learn from the past and
proudly walk into the future.”
Sr Pat believes the support in offering families the opportunity to
hear their story is an important part of the reconciliation process.

LIFE It is sacred

This is what your feet looked like when you were only 10 weeks old.
Perfectly formed? Yes! You even had fingerprints then.

Justice Matters
By Shane J. Wood cfc

“Far away in Africa, happy, happy Africa”
These lyrics from a 1940s song, re-recorded in the 50s kept
returning to my mind as I spent time recently in South Africa
(Johannesburg) and in Kenya (Nairobi). The song comes from an era
when most of us were pretty ignorant about such “faraway places with
strange sounding names”, as another song lyric goes.
Many people still think of Africa as a country rather than a
continent encompassing some 52 formally recognised states, most
having several different tribal groups and languages in their
population. South Africa alone has eleven recognised official
languages. I was gifted with much during my stay; including a greater
understanding of the complexities of the social situations facing these
countries where universal democracy is relatively new. I also learned
that Africa might be “far away” (especially if you fly via Dubai to get
the cheapest fare!), but not all are “happy” there, and that our
Indigenous peoples share much in common.
South Africa is the cradle of humankind; incontrovertible evidence
is provided in the archaeological finds there that all humans share a
common ancestry in Africa. I was very impressed with the way in
which this fact has been documented and celebrated in the various
sites and museums around Johannesburg.
However, as a result of ignorance and a sinful deliberate misuse of
Christian Scripture, South Africa has had a most brutal and racist past
that made the transition to democracy a most difficult and delicate
process, achieved only through the magnanimous and statesman-like
leadership of people like Nelson Mandela, who in my view stands as a
human monument to what can be achieved by forgiveness and a
movement towards genuine reconciliation. His leadership is a
modern-day miracle of the triumph of all that is good in the human
spirit.
Nevertheless, not all is “happy” in Africa. Not all leaders are of
the same quality as Nelson Mandela. As he said in his most recent

book Conversations with Myself, it is difficult for people who come
into positions of power from a past of oppression to avoid the
temptations to use that position for personal gain. It would seem that
in both South Africa and Kenya there is much corruption, which has
resulted in the misappropriation of millions of dollars that should have
been used to alleviate the massive poverty and to improve the poor
infrastructure that still persist in parts of both countries.
Despite the coming of democracy, the institution of truth and
reconciliation processes, and the partial restoration of law and order,
much is yet to be done in terms of restitution to those harmed by a
violent and oppressive past. For Australian Indigenous people this is a
familiar story. The wealthy sectors of our world (including me and the
vast majority of Australians) need to do more, to sacrifice more, to
restore the balance and to make the provision of clean water,
nourishing food, substantial shelter, decent health services, and basic
education a reality for all the people of places like South Africa,
Kenya, and remote Indigenous Australia. If we want peace, we must
work for justice. All this can go hand in hand with a restoration of the
fragile ecosystems of our planet. We cannot have peace on the earth
without restoration of peace with the earth.

A FINAL WORD
As this is probably my last article for the Kimberley Community
Profile after some ten and a half years of contributions (I was away for
18 months in 2001/2), I wish to thank Bishop Saunders and the staff of
the Diocesan Office with whom I have worked over the years for the
many opportunities that have been afforded me during that time to
meet many interesting people, travel to many wonderful places in the
Kimberley, and to research and write about so many important and
engaging topics. As I return to Melbourne, a part of me remains very
much in the Kimberley, and the Kimberley people and country will be
forever in my heart. So, farewell – for now.

Principals moving on...
MR TONY TREACY

MS PAT HOLDEN

of St Mary’s College
Broome is moving on
after eight years as
Principal during a
period of outstanding
growth and
development for the
flagship school of
Catholic education in the Kimberley.
Shaping St Mary’s to fit the changing
profile of Broome has been a challenge
that Tony has faced decisively and with
dedication. Building on the works of his
predecessors Tony now leaves St Mary’s
well positioned as a leading institution of
educational excellence. Tony will be
taking up a position as RE Consultant to
the Catholic Schools of the Diocese of
Broome in 2011.

took up her position at
Kurrurungku Catholic
Education Centre at
Billiluna at the
beginning of 2003.
She brought with her a
wealth of experience
having taught in NSW
and the Northern Territory as well as
Mulan and Balgo in the Kimberley. Under
Pat’s administration the school at
Billiluna remains a shining example of
what determination and hard work can
do. Ms Pat’s warm and remarkable
relationship with the local community
says much of her commitment to the
principles and practice of Catholic life.
She has planned to go to Mackay in
Queensland to begin her retirement and
after that... who knows?

SR NOLA
GOODWIN RSJ is
moving from Gibb
River to Balgo. She
has had eight
appointments to
various schools in her
twenty two years in
the Kimberley. She
has been assigned as a Principal, an
RE Co-ordinator, an Aboriginal Language
Co-ordinator, a tutor and a class teacher.
She has loved her three years at Gibb
River and has remarked on the good
attendance at school by students and the
joy of working with a good team of
Teaching Assistants. She will be sorely
missed by all.
In 2011 Sr Nola will go to Balgo to
provide a Reading Recovery Program and
to upskill the Teaching Assistants.
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St Mary of the Cross
It is not easy to become a
saint despite what some
critics claim, misunderstand
or simply refuse to
acknowledge. It takes hard
work to follow Christ’s
teachings heroically across a
lifetime.
The Vatican conducts a
detailed examination of the
evidence over many years. It is
not a popularity contest or a
talent quest. Saints are not
made, they are recognised for their
lifetime of holiness. Saints are
presented with the challenges of

ABOVE: Part of the large pilgrim group from
across Australia,
which numbered 43 in total, to which Fr Matt
Digges was the leader and chaplain gathered
on the steps of the Gesu Church, just before
the group entered the rooms where St
Ignatius Loyola lived and died.

their time, answer them and
promote religious renewal.
In Mary’s case, she brought education
and religious instruction to many poor
youngsters, especially in the bush.
Mary MacKillop stands at the heart of
Catholic tradition. She was unusual in
her faith and prayer, in her ability to
inspire others to join her, her ability to
forgive as well as her loyalty to her
fellow sisters and the Church leadership
which did not always treat her well.
She looked to Rome and the Pope for
protection and she received it. I wonder
how many would have the strength to
face what Mary did and still remain
faithful.
Cardinal Pell, Thanksgiving Mass, Basilica of St Paul
Outside the Walls, Rome. Monday 18 October 2010
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RIGHT: Marlon Riley (L) of Darwin
NT and Robert Dann of Broome
participate in the traditional
dancing which formed part of the
Vigil celebration prior to the
canonisation of Australia’s first
Saint.

By Fr Matthew Digges, Pilgrim Leader and Chaplain

They came from every part of Australia, seemingly from every parish and
background to join people from all over the world in St Peter’s Square. The Kimberley
group came from an ancient land and people to a newer and sacred place, to be with the
successor of Peter to celebrate an ancient rite. As the two hundred thousand people
gathered from all over the world looked at huge tapestries of the six saints, it became
obvious that this celebration was not just about Mary MacKillop, or the other five being
canonized: It was about who they pointed to, the Christ whose statue towered above us in
the piazza. Christ gave Mary MacKillop her strength, and it is to him that she leads us.
St Mary of the Cross, who led her sisters to quietly reach out in faith to help people in
need, shows us a real holiness that is actually possible in our society. MacKillop Pilgrims
were joyous but overawed in Rome, and visited the places familiar to her during her long
stay in the city. These places, in the quiet cobbled streets of ancient Rome, spoke to the
group of the perseverance and faith which underpinned Mary’s life.
A vigil celebration preceded the Papal Mass. Aboriginal dancers, including Mary
O’Reeri and accompanied by Robert Dann on the didgeridoo, introduced pilgrims
prayerfully to the story of Mary’s life acted by students from the Australian Catholic
University.
St Paul’s Outside the Walls was the basilica chosen for the Thanksgiving Mass. This
liturgy, celebrated by Cardinal Pell, reinforced this, brought the Australians together and
lifted their pilgrim hearts. Rome was graced by the saints and the Aussies!

Kimberley Pilgrims attend Canonisation

Loving God
You show us in Mary MacKillop
a woman of faith
who accepted the cross of suffering.
May we be inspired
by her example of selfless love
to serve you ever more faithfully.
We pray this through
Christ Our Lord.
Amen

From left, Mary O’Reeri of Beagle Bay, Leanne
Mosquito of Warmun and Agnes Armstrong of
Kununurra, proudly fly the flag for the Diocese of
Broome and the Kimberley in St Peter’s Square.

My pilgrimage
By Leanne Mosquito

My journey to Rome was so exciting
for me and was my first time going
overseas. It wasn’t a holiday; it was a
special trip/pilgrimage for me to
celebrate Mary MacKillop becoming a
Saint. We all got together and
celebrated this wonderful, amazing
woman who had poured out her heart
and love for the poor and Aboriginal
people. It was a good experience for
me because I felt safe, peace, full of
joy and with a lot of energy following
in Mary MacKillop’s footsteps around
Rome. Every day was special to me
because I felt calm in my heart and
mind and was then able to express my feelings to
people who I didn’t even know. I want to thank the
Sisters of St Joseph for giving me this experience.

A section of the large gathering of parishioners of Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral Broome who watched
the canonisation in the gardens of the Parish House.
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Notre Dame Kimberley
By Lyndall Spencer,
Associate Professor, School of Nursing

Educators in
the Kimberley –
Two for the price of one
For the past 30 years there has been at least one Spencer ‘girl’
from my family engaged in the education of students in the
Kimberley, almost all of whom have been Aboriginal people.
However, our association with Indigenous Australians had begun a
decade earlier. My sister Alison and I met Aboriginal people for the
first time when I was 12 and she was 9. As students at St Peter’s
Church of England Mount Hawthorn Sunday School we went to visit
the Allawah Grove mission outside Perth in 1961. The differences
between the conditions in which Ali and I lived in Joondanna, and the
young women in that community, sparked in us both a life-long
commitment to issues of social justice and equity. Our mother
instilled in us the value of education and the 1967 Constitutional
Referendum results seemed to suggest that other European
Australians felt like we did. Educational equity for all Australians was
only a matter of time.
By the end of the 20th century it appeared that we had been
wrong, and I resolved to make a more personal contribution to
achieving equitable access to health education for Australians from all
walks of life. Despite being my ‘little sister’, Alison had set an
example for me to follow. She and her partner moved to Broome in
1980 and one of the positions she held for many years was that of
tutor to Indigenous students at Broome High School, supporting them
in their transition into post school education. In those years I worked
as a registered nurse in clinical, academic and managerial positions in
three Australian states, London and Hong Kong. I retained my focus
on social justice but my current priority for educational equity among
Indigenous Australians was still to be developed.
In 1997 I was fortunate to win a PhD scholarship funded by the
Uniting Church of Australia’s Aged Care Service. At Alison’s
suggestion I came, as a doctoral student, to Numbala Nunga Nursing
Home in Derby. What an enlightening experience that proved to be,
alerting me to the need for reconciliation between black and white
Australians and reawakening my view that education would be one
way in which it could be achieved. Ten years later I returned to
Numbala as the Director of Nursing and was in that role when Prime
Minister Rudd made his apology to the Stolen Generations. In 2008
the proprietorship of Numbala was transferred to Frontier Services,
and I was invited to resume a formal educator role with a joint
appointment between the Western Australian Country Health Service
(WACHS) and UNDA - Broome. In addition to my teaching in the
School of Nursing, it gives me the opportunity to provide education
services to patients, students and staff in hospitals and clinical
settings in Derby, Fitzroy Crossing, Wyndham and Kununurra. For
health reasons Alison retired in 2007 but the UNDA/WACHS
invitation has enabled this other Spencer ‘girl’ to continue the
tradition which her ‘little sister’ had begun.

UNDA Broome Campus
Open
Day
An Open
Day was held
this year in
October at The
University of
Notre Dame,
Broome
campus and
many people
visited to find
out more
about the
Campus and Don Mayne and Julia Galliers, nursing students and members of
the courses
KRASH (Kimberley Rural Alliance of Students in Health), display
on offer.
information about careers in rural health. Photo: J Grimson
There was a
demonstration of the latest online learning facility which the Broome
Campus utilises in a number of its courses. Nursing staff demonstrated
the latest technology available in the Nursing Lab. The Student
Association also took part by offering free drinks and talking to
prospective students about campus life.
There was also entertainment with face-painting for the younger
visitors and a free barbeque for all. David Pigram, from the Pigram
Brothers, kept everyone tapping their toes with the unique sounds of
Broome.
Those attending were able to learn about all the courses on offer both
in Higher Education and in the Vocational Education and Training area.
The pathways to studying at university were shown to be diverse and
that modes of study can vary from external through mixed to on campus.

New students receive blessing
On 25 October, 2010 the University of Notre Dame, Broome
Campus, School of Nursing celebrated with the ‘Commencing Nursing
Students Blessing’. Students from the Kimberley and Pilbara attended
Broome Campus for their block week to complete the first stage of the
Diploma of Nursing and are now ready to attend their first clinical
placement. The Diploma of Nursing program is delivered over 18
months using blended delivery which includes the use of Elluminate (a
web based classroom), a virtual online hospital, blackboard, workbooks
and block delivery.

New nursing students, (L-R) Michelle Simon, Wendy Henderson, Sasha Bailey and
Britta Vieregge, having received their uniform, gather for a blessing from those
present. Photo: S Starc
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Obituary

Sr Mary Lea OSU
Born: 4 April 1949
Entered Eternal Life: 23 October 2010
Extract from the Eulogy given by Sr Ruth Durick OSU

While there is a deep
sadness here today we come to
celebrate Mary’s life and to
praise the God of creation for
the gift that Mary has been to
each of us and to our
communities. All of us gathered
here speak of the many and
diverse relationships which
Mary nurtured in her life – we
each form part of the mosaic
that is that life. There are many
others too who are unable to be
here today. We have received
messages from friends in
Taiwan, Botswana, New
Zealand, the Eastern Kimberly,
Perth, Armidale, the UK and
many other places throughout
the world where, for Mary,
contacts have been made,
relationships built and journeys
shared.
Mary was born at Earlwood,
here in Sydney, in 1949 and she
grew up in Clemton Park. Her
primary education years were
spent at Our Lady of Lourdes
Earlwood. It was not by accident
that she came to St. Ursula’s
College here at Ashbury for her
secondary schooling. Mary’s
mother, Pat, had been educated

by the Ursulines in England.
It was at Rosedale, in
January, where Mary first
became ill. We knew there was
something wrong when the cold
beer and bread roll was replaced
by a glass of water with saos
and vegemite. One of the gifts
of recent months was that she
was able to return there for a
few days in August. During that
time one memorable thing she
did was to water individually
each of the new native trees
planted there as part of our
building project.
Mary had a deep sense of
communion with the natural
world. She was aware of the
phases of the moon and was
often drawn into the spectacular
beauty of sunrise and sunset,
whether over the ocean, the
desert or the city. She was
observant of the small things in
all aspects of life, particularly so
in the world of nature. It was
she who would notice slightly
different characteristics of
leaves, the details in colourings
of different birds, the small
beautiful things which can be
found in the rock platforms

along the coast. This
communion with nature was
enhanced enormously during her
time in the Eastern Kimberley
when she was teaching at
Billiluna – the star studded sky
was something which she often
commented on, also the colours
of rocks, ridges and dunes and
the impact of the wet season.
Being so attuned to nature, it is
not surprising that God as
creator and life giver, God as
nurturer and former of life in all
its depths were images which
spoke deeply to Mary.
Both physically and in her
manner of life, Mary had a light
tread on the earth. Her physical
make up was a product of her
inheritance. Her manner of life
was always a product of her
choice. While Mary loved a
good beer, good food and wine
and beautiful things, her
appreciation of these was always
moderated by her sense of the
lack of equity in our world and,
in particular, here in our own
country. Her daily choice was to
live simply, to stand with those
in our society for whom much
of life is a challenge.
Perhaps the most
outstanding characteristic of her
life has been the ability to
choose a gospel response
wherever she has found herself.

Hers has not been a safe
response to difficult
circumstances, never really the
response of the institution, but
always she would try to discern
‘what would Jesus do; how does
the gospel speak to us in this
time and in this place?”
Mary was given a promise
of life through her birth into the
Lea family, through her baptism
in the Christian community and
through her vowed commitment
in the Ursuline community. That
promise is now completely
fulfilled as she enjoys the life of
resurrection in Christ.
May she rest in peace.
[Sr Mary Lea, of the
Ursulines, spent many years in
Billiluna, East Kimberley, where
she taught the Senior Girls at
Kururrungku Catholic
Education Centre.]

Yesteryear Images from our past

Tribal gathering, with Lay Missionaries, at La Grange – 1967. Photo: Archives Diocese of Broome
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Media Notes

Palliative care specialist speaks out against euthanasia
Catholic Communications, Sydney Archdiocese, 27 Oct 2010

One of Australia's leading specialists in palliative care, Professor Peter Ravenscroft, believes the legalisation of
euthanasia would dramatically change the trust people had in their doctors and that the current debate does not fully
take into account the complex legal and medical issues involved.
"My primary concern about the legalisation of euthanasia is how much this would change our role in medicine,"
he says. "It would not only mean we would have to teach doctors how to euthanise people but it would totally
change the trust our patients have in us, and would result in many, particularly the elderly and terminally ill, never
being sure if their doctor was heading them down the path to euthanasia or not."
Pointing out that the Hippocratic Oath and its vow of "do no harm" is the basis of medical ethics; he says
Professor Peter Ravenscroft.
euthanasia is in direct opposition to this, and a complete contradiction to the concept of doctor as healer. "I
personally believe the Hippocratic Oath gives medical people a commitment as to how we practice medicine, and not only provides us with a
sound work ethic but helps us win the trust of our patients," he says.
When it comes down to it, legalising euthanasia is basically an issue of personal authority or autonomy of choice, he says. "But what is not
taken into account is the broader view and what will happen to society if these laws are adopted and what this will do to the practice of medicine."
Of his own years working with the dying, he says it was a deep and rewarding experience.
"Sitting with the dying and holding their hand, reminded me always that life is a great mystery and we all share the characteristics of being
human. We take part in all of life, including dying. We are not masters of it."

Abortion drug in demand but failures reported
Fourteen failed cases involving the abortion drug RU486 in Australia have resulted in termination being
required surgically, while in a further 110 cases, adverse effects have been reported.
The Australian reports that the Therapeutic Goods Administration data shows use of the controversial drug increased
greatly in the second half of last year after a national chain of day clinics was licensed to use it.
In NSW, terminations with RU486 went from none to 1154 between July and December. In Queensland it increased from four to 323 and from
42 to 412 in Victoria. RU486 is generally used with another drug, misoprostol, to induce abortions that can take place at home.
But the report said that failures were reported in 14 cases and further 110 cases of "adverse effects" were reported by the 81 doctors authorised
to prescribe RU486 as at the end of last year, including those at the Marie Stopes organisation, which operates 13 clinics in the eastern states, ACT
and Western Australia.

German Catholics want St Nick, not Santa
CathNews, 7 October 2010

A group of German Catholics and some of the country's celebrities want to replace Santa Claus this
Christmas with the actual St Nicholas, whom they say represents genuine selfless giving.
The Bonifatiuswerk of German Catholics - a Catholic aid organisation - has begun calling for "Santa
Claus-free zones".
They say Santa is "an invention of the advertising industry designed to boost sales" and as "a representative of
consumer society" who has little to do with the historical figure of St Nicolas, according to a Reuters report on SBS.com.
Its website describes Nicolas, the patron saint of children, as "a helper in need who reminds us to be kind, to think of our neighbours, and
to give the gift of happiness".
"Unlike Santa Claus, Nicolas wants to give children inner riches and not just encourage them to strive for material wealth," German TV
presenter Nina Ruege was quoted as saying.

Benedict XVI:
Always defend life
Catholic Communications, Sydney Archdiocese, 29 Oct 2010

The right to life from conception to natural death must be
defended. The Pope reiterated this in a speech to the bishops of
Brazil's Northeastern Region 5, on their Ad Limina visit. Political
projects that in a veiled or otherwise explicit way legalize abortion
and euthanasia must be opposed in the name of the Gospel. In this
sense, the Pope said the bishops have the right to tell their citizens
how to use their votes to promote the common good. In this area, he
said, politics and faith meet. Furthermore, the Pope noted that a truly
human and just society is one which promotes and respects the
transcendent nature of the person and allows religious symbols to be
displayed in public life.
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Pope on Migrants: "States have
right to defend borders but
should respect human rights"
Catholic Communications, Sydney Archdiocese, 27 Oct 2010

Benedict XVI sent a message for the World Day of the Immigrant
and Refugees 2011 which will take place on January 16. The Pope
noted that states have the right to "regulate migratory flows" and
"defend their borders." But at the same time asked that governments
welcome all people and ensure respect for human dignity.
The Pope has called his message "A single human family." In the
message he says that immigrants have a "duty to integrate into the
host country, respecting the laws and national identity."

Kimberley Wild

Great Bowerbird
Chlamydera nuchalis

A Prayer for
Peacemakers
Spirit of God,
give us the openness, deep within us,
to recognize, daily,
all people as made in your image and likeness.
Help us to learn from one another
the ways of being fully alive;
at peace with ourselves and
with those around us.
Give us the courage to transform
those parts of ourselves and our world
that separate and create enmity.
Help us to take steps
to stop the cycle of violence
in our homes, in our work-places,
in our neighbourhoods, in our country,
in our world.
May we be open to our deepest yearning
for a world alive with your justice and truth,
to dream of a society
where all are treated with respect,
and, with the power of your Spirit,
to take steps to bring it about.

Great
Trio
Graham Gordon,
‘Corky the Cocky’
and Saint Mary of
the Cross make a
great portrait in joy
during the week
Mary became a
Saint. Taken at
Wirrimanu
Community, East
Kimberley.
Photo: CAS

Photo: V Baudry

The Great Bowerbird is a large greyish bird of between 34 38 cms
in size, with a dark bill. The upper parts are fawn grey with darker
markings on the top of the head. The wings are brown with white
markings on the feathers. The male has a lilac crest on the back of
the neck, but this is usually only seen when it displays for a female.
The male builds a large bower under a shrub or leafy branch. It
is a platform of twigs with an avenue of twigs about a metre long
and 45cm high. The male bowerbird has an unusual mating ritual
whereby he decorates his bower with uniformly coloured objects to
attract the female.
Overall, there are about twelve species of Bowerbird found around
Australia, with the three most common species being the Great
Bowerbird, the Satin Bowerbird and the Spotted Bowerbird. With the
Great Bowerbird, at each end of the bower the male bird makes a
display area scattered with white stones, bones, shells and leaves.
The Great Bowerbird is a common and conspicuous resident of
northern Australia, from the area around Broome across the Top End
to Cape York Peninsula and as far south as Mount Isa. Favoured
habitat is a broad range of forest and woodland, and the margins of
vine forests, monsoon forest, and mangrove swamps.
As with most members of the bowerbird family, breeding
considerations dominate the lifecycle: the actual nest is a saucer of
twigs lined with leaves where the female lays 1 -2 grey-green eggs
speckled and streaked with brownish marks. They nest
inconspicuously and raise their young alone, while the males spend
most of the year building, maintaining, improving, defending, and
above all displaying from their bowers. Only a male with a
successful bower can attract mates.
The preferred food of the Great Bowerbird is fruit, berries and
insects. The Great Bowerbird is capable of mimicking other bird
sounds, as well as emitting hissings and mechanical sounds.

St Thomas of Villanova, Catholic Parish
Mareeba, Qld, will be celebrating the
CENTENARY OF THE PARISH on the
weekend of 11 and 12 June, 2011.
Further information can be obtained
by emailing Rosemary on
stthomas@ledanet.com.au or
telephone 07 4092 1077.
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Parish News
Derby
The Sisters of St John of God were farewelled from the Derby
Parish at Mass on September 12, 2010.With Parish Priest Fr Paul
Boyers (L), was Sr Pauline O’Connor (Province Leader) and Srs Pat
Rhatigan and Veronica McCarthy of Broome. Fr Oliver Okolie, far
right, who was assisting in the Parish of Derby.

Photo: A Hart

Gabrielle Kloss, of Derby,
recently graduated from Curtin
University with a Bachelor of
Commerce majoring in
Accounting and
Entrepreneurship. Gabe is
working for an accounting
practice in West Leederville,
Perth. Gabe had her primary
education at Holy Rosary School
in Derby and undertook her
secondary studies at St Mary’s
College Broome from 2001–05,
then commenced her studies at
Curtin in 2007 after taking a
gap year working in hospitality
Photo: C Kloss
at Mornington Wilderness Camp.
Gabe was a weekly boarder and travelled from Derby for her secondary
education. During her time at St Mary’s, Gabe was also successful at
reaching the State Finals of the Teenage Fashion Awards.

Balgo
Friends hanging
together on the
weekend, filling
in the day, in the
shade during the
hot season at
Balgo.

Tossie Baadjo, with her
granddaughters, baby
Charlotte and Erin
Baadjo, in front of one of
the many lovely artworks
which hang in St
Theresa’s Church, Balgo.

(L-R) Anderson
Williams, Winston
Gordon and Delton
Gabra.
Photo: CAS

Photo: CAS

Broome
Gordon and
Elizabeth Dickson
were among many
who attended the
Mass for the Feast
of All Souls on
Tuesday 2
November, in
Broome Cemetery.
Here they tend the
grave of a loved
one by the blessing
with holy water
and placing of
lighted candles.
Photo: J Grimson

Philip Cotchetel of Wirrimanu likes
the outdoor life and has a keen eye for
target practice. He can hit an empty
water bottle with a small stone fired
from a sling-shot at thirty paces but
never hunts lizards or birds.
Photo: CAS

Dampier Peninsula
Jesse Lawson has his mud crab all
tied up and ready to be eaten...
Healthier than a sausage roll, and twice
as tasty, this home-grown product of the
Kimberley is everyone's dream of the
perfect lunch.
Photo: CAS
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Parish News
Warmun
Leanne Mosquito, from the local community, was prayed over by (L-R) Eileen
Bray, Shirley Purdie, Gordon Barney, Doreen Mosquito (mother), and Mary Thomas
at the end of Mass at Warmun, in the East Kimberley. Leanne, who is a Teaching
Assistant at Ngalangangpan School in Warmun, was preparing to travel to Rome on
pilgrimage to the canonisation of Mary MacKillop.

Photo:
B Sykes

Ringer Soak

Kalumburu
Sr Clare Condon SGS, Superior of the Good Samaritan Sisters,
visited Sr Mary Scanlon and the community of Kalumburu
recently. Sr Clare was on hand to see the Mission Café in
operation during peak hour.
From left, at back - Jamica Jorda and Sr Clare, and in front Sissy Clement, Kitty, Chelsea and Montana Bundamurra.

Photo: Sr N Goodwin RSJ

Baby Nevaeh was baptised by Fr Denis Dennehy at the Anniversary
Mass, celebrating 25 years of education at Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic
School, Ringer Soak. Her parents Sharon Tchooga and Sonny Baxter
look on as Godparents Christine Tchooga and Stanley Matthews present
her for the Sacrament.

Photos: Sr M Scanlon SGS

School News
Billiluna-Kururrungku
Students of Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre in Billiluna, are
very excited to now have shade cloth over all their playground areas as
well as the wonderful shelter over the basketball court.
From left, Daniel, Jai, Barbie, Jocelyn, Lilly, Katelyn, Tia, Albert,
Jnr. Derek, Shennolah and Venice having ‘fun in the shade’ on the
playground.

The new facilities at
the Catholic Education
Centre Billiluna, make a
great addition to what is
already a superb school.
With the able assistance
of "Tangles" (L), of
H&M Building,
working quickly and
diligently on the
improvements, School
Principal Ms Pat
Holden is leaving the
school this year in a
wonderful state of
repair. Ms Pat has
been Principal at
Billiluna for eight
years.
Photo: CAS

Photo: L Puckey
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School News
Broome
Students browse the
large range of books on
display at the Book Fair
held at St Mary’s
College, Primary
Campus, Broome, in
early Term 4.

Jason George, College Captain, and Emma Masters, led students of
Year 12 St Mary’s College Broome in the Procession into Mass at Our
Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral Broome on Friday 15 October. The
Graduation Mass, celebrated by Bishop Christopher Saunders, was
followed by a dinner and fun time with family, to mark the occasion.

Photo: D Leitch

Professor Mick Dodson visited the Year 6 students at St Mary’s
College, Broome, at the end of Term 3. His visit happened to be on
‘Footy Friday’, the day before the AFL Grand Final, when he was
joined by fellow Sydney Swans supporters.

Photo: D Kelly.

Wyndham

Photo: J Cambridge

Kunununurra
Billiluna-Kururrungku
Sr Anne Porter (R) and Sr Christine O’Connor, of the Sisters of St
Joseph, present the new St Mary of the Cross prayer books to
Dennistasia and Tyler from Pre-primary and Kindy at the St Joseph’s
School, Kununurra, special day of thanksgiving for the canonisation
of Australia’s first Saint.

Photo: T Hogan

Student’s in Year 5/6/7 from St Joseph’s School, Wyndham, visited
Broome for their five day camp, commencing on 1 November. They
enjoyed riding the camels, a tour of Broome on the ‘Top Deck’ bus and
visiting the Malcolm Douglas Wilderness Park. Unfortunately, because
of crocodiles and stingers at Cable Beach they weren’t able to swim.
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Photos: T Fyfe

School News
Ringer Soak

Celebrating 25 years of
Catholic education

Red Hill
By: Dean Savoia, Principal

The 25th Anniversary of Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School at
Yaruman/Ringer Soak, East Kimberley, was celebrated with a weekend
of activities. Visitors from near and far gathered together with all the
Kundat Djaru Community members, to celebrate this great occasion.
Activities began with the “Traditional Welcome” by David Jnr Tchooga
and Rosie La La. On Saturday, the visitors enjoyed an Open Day with
the viewing of photographs and displays. Following a BBQ that
evening, the local “Sonic Band” played.

Visiting teacher Bernard Hart helps Warlawurru Red Hill student Hayley Durant plan
her shot using the technique called ‘leading lines’.Photo: D Savoia

The Entrance Procession was led by Year 7 students, Shiana Tchooga and Winston
Smiler, along with local Elders, Nida Tchooga, Mary Seela and Pauline Jack. They
carried the traditional grinding stones from the Two Sisters’ Dreaming Story and
water from the surrounding soaks… the living water. Students used clapping sticks
to accompany the singing. Photo: C Lord

Mass on the Sunday, with the theme of ‘The Living Water’ was
celebrated by Parish Priest, Fr Denis Dennehy. Jaru junbas (local
hymns) and recollections of the history of the establishment of the
school and community were shared by the Elders and those Sisters of St
Joseph who were present. A Djaru painting, depicting the school with
its past and present links with the Community, was presented to the
Principal, Carmen Lord. In the twilight, a shared meal and traditional
dances and singing brought the celebrations to a close, with thoughts
about the next 25 years!!

Kimberley connections run deep. Bernard Hart, who taught in
Mulan, Warmun and Broome for eight years, has returned to the
Kimberley to run photographic workshops and visited Halls Creek this
October. Bernard puts the success of the workshops and the positive
responses of the young people involved down to his experience teaching
in the Kimberley.
After the Derby project, Bernard entered some of the photos taken
in the West Kimberley Art Awards run by the Shire of Derby/West
Kimberley, and a young girl from Derby won the Young Artist 12-17
Years award.
Bernard explains, “Seeing Kimberley kids so engaged in developing
new skills makes all the organisation worthwhile.”
His recent visits to Halls Creek and Warmun have produced a
tremendous response from students at Warlawurru and Ngalangangpum
Schools and unearthed more artistic talent in the East Kimberley.
Some photos were taken by students at Warlawurru Catholic School
in Halls Creek, during two sessions run by Bernard and his students
Hugh Stubbs and Dylan Turner.

Mulan
By Isobell Pither

In Mulan, the staff and students of John Pujajangka-Piyirn School is
being instructed in Walmajarri one afternoon a week at the Traditional
Language Centre. This is followed by much anticipated bush trips
providing the elders with opportunities to teach the kids firsthand the
wonders of our native bush flora and fauna. Bush medicine and bush
tucker are also part of the curriculum and the non Aboriginal (kartiya)
are very excited about the opportunity of learning along with the
students.
We were fortunate enough to have a small group of linguists visit
our Language Centre recently. They spent three full days working on
updating the Walmajarri Plant and Animal Dictionary and the students
witnessed their work first hand. We are very excited and feel
privileged to be joining in with this very important part of the Mulan
Community life.

Junior Ovi, Kieffer Johns and John John West examine
the difference between weeds and native plants around Mulan. Photo: I Pither
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Parish/Mass Centres
BALGO-KUTJUNGKA
Ph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9168 8969
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9193 6555
Email kutjungka@bigpond.com
Administrator:
Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times: Saturday 6pm Vigil
BROOME
Ph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9193 5888
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9193 6555
Email ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator:
Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times:
Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am
DAMPIER PENINSULA
Ph/Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9192 4917
Email
sacredheartparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest:
Rev Fr Bill Christy CSSp
Mass times:
Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
Sunday 8:00am
DERBY
Ph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9191 1227
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9193 2463
Email hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest:
Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
Sunday 9:00am

CALL TO MADRID
Calling all
Pilgrims

FITZROY CROSSING
Administered by: Derby Parish

Diocese of Broome and NATSICC pilgrimage
along the Marian Road

HALLS CREEK
Ph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9168 6177
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9168 6197
Parish Priest:
Rev Fr Denis Dennehy
Mass times: Sunday 8:30am

Beginning with the great Marian shrine of Fatima (Portugal) we will experience the fervent
faith of the Portugese and their Catholic heritage. We then set forth as pilgrims along
sacred roads continuing our journey towards Madrid (Spain) and then finally to Lourdes in
the south of France.

KALUMBURU
Ph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9161 4342
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9161 4349
Email
kalumburuparish@activ8.net.au
Parish Priest:
Rev Fr Anscar McPhee OSB
Mass times:
Saturday 5:30pm Vigil
Sunday 7:00am
KUNUNURRA
Ph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9168 1027
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9168 2080
Email
kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest:
Rev Fr Jes Katru HGN
Mass times: Sunday 8:30am
LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA
Ph/Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (08) 9192 4950
Email
bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest:
Rev Fr Bernard Amah CSSp
Mass times: Sunday 9:00am
LOMBADINA
Administered by:
Dampier Peninsula Parish
WYNDHAM
Administered by:
Kununurra Parish

Dates:
11th - 27th August 2011
Cost:
$5895 per person
Deposit:
$500 to be paid by
10th December 2010

PLEASE
CONTACT your
Local Parish
Priest OR
Erica Bernard,
KIMBERLEY WORLD
YOUTH DAY COORDINATOR
Phone: 08 9192 1060
Mobile: 0448 762 987
Email:
kwydyouth@broomediocese.org
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LEFT: Pilgrims from the Diocese of Broome went to the canonization of Blessed
Mary MacKillop in Rome: (L-R) Agnes Armstrong, Fr Matt Digges, Mary O’Reeri,
Robert Dann and Leanne Mosquito. Photo: CAS

ABOVE: A quiet but sincere farewell, in the form of a morning tea, was held by staff for volunteer Judi
Bosel who very successfully managed the St Vin's Op Shop for two months. Judi and her husband
Trevor have continued their way on a Cinderella journey to places where it’s not too hot and not too
cold! The thanks of many in Broome go with them. Photo: V Baudry

ABOVE: On a beautiful October afternoon, Darren
Puertollano and Melissa May, were married in Broome by
Bishop Christopher Saunders.
Photo: CAS

LEFT: Davo Mudgedell (L) works at one of the nicest
places in the Kimberley, Warlayirti Artists gallery in
Balgo, where he is surrounded by beautiful paintings.
Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Tere Morgan, who works
in the Parish, enjoys visiting the gallery and looking at
the magnificent works of art.
Photo: CAS
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ABOVE: Catching a young emu is a challenging task for any athlete
although Arnold made easy work of it, letting the stripe covered
youngster go after a brief photo shoot, East Kimberley near Halls
Creek. Photo: CAS

