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At the end of 2011, Catholics will 
change the way they pray prayers at 
mass. many prayers, known off by heart 
for decades, will alter slightly as a new 
translation of the roman missal is 
introduced throughout the english 
speaking world. 

During Lent, Kimberley priests, school 
principals and pastoral associates gathered to 
consider the most effective ways to introduce this 
new translation into parishes of the Diocese of 
Broome. 

The prayers of the Mass have been newly 
translated from Latin in a painstaking process 
designed to allow the full meaning of the text to 
emerge. This has taken many years, and with 
some controversy, has come to fruition. This new 
translation will affect the way all Catholics 
participate in the Eucharist, and so it is imperative 
the priests lead the way in its implementation.

The sessions on the new translation of the 
Roman Missal were led by Sr Carmel Pilcher, a 
Josephite Sister and liturgist from Sydney. She 
stressed that this translation offers us a new way 
to pray, but requires that we are attentive to the 
way that English is used in the texts. Good 
preparation for liturgies will be crucial to leading 
parish and school congregations in the liturgy 
after the changes are implemented in Advent of 
this year.

One of the innovative ways of familiarising 
groups with the new texts is by singing. Those 

gathered were introduced to the new edition of 
the Mass Shalom, which will be used as a 
common musical setting for Diocesan gatherings. 
It is hoped that participation in the liturgy can be 
increased by the encouragement of congregations 
to ‘pray twice’ by singing some of the new texts.

Priests, Principals and Religious Education 
Co-ordinators were provided with new resources, 
including a purpose written DVD, pew cards and 
booklets to share with parishes and schools to 
assist in this task. 

The implementation of the Missal will be a 
great chance for all Catholics to gain a deeper 
understanding of the way we worship God.

Note: All parishes and schools will need to 
place orders for Missals with the Diocesan 
Chancery by 30 June.
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2. Engage with others non-violently

Pace e bene offers four steps for engaging non-violently. We are invited to 
meet others, including our opponents, face-to-face in a nonviolent way by:
• Centering ourselves
• Articulating and sharing our piece of the truth
• receiving the other’s piece of the truth
• Agreeing on a new way
Putting each of these steps into practice can be simple or complex. it can be 
carried out in a moment, or it can take years; it can be used in interpersonal 
conflicts or in the process of arduous social change.

[Australian Catholic social Justice Council]

   
 

The beautiful and scented flower  
of the Boab Tree, East Kimberley. 

Photo: Br B Fitzhardinge cfc

The grass withers, the 
flower fades, but the 

word of our God 
remains for ever.

Isaiah 40:8

Restoration of Sacred Heart Church recognised

Prestigious awards for Notre Dame Broome 

Warmun and Gibb River floods

inside  
 this issue  

Ten Steps towards being a Peacemaker

sr Carmel Pilcher rsJ, held a workshop with priests, 
principals and pastoral associates on the matter of the new 
translation of the mass. Photo: CAs

Priests consider new Mass Prayers
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The Heritage Council of Western Australia has recognized the 
restoration of the two side altars at Beagle Bay’s Sacred Heart Church with 
an award for excellence. The altars, which were in danger of collapsing due 

to rising damp among the 90 year old 
home-made bricks, have been restored to 
their former beauty. The work was 
undertaken by Colgan Industries under 
the leadership and craftsmanship of 
Martin Colgan.

Martin, assisted by his wife Dot, 
and Gina Wade, an artist, first traced all 
the paintings and shell mosaics from the 
altars before demolishing the weakened 
parts. Using photos from the Sisters of 
St John of God archive and by carefully 
stripping back many layers of paint they 
discovered the original colours and 
began to restore the altars. Parishioners 
from Sacred Heart Church collected 
shells and seeds that completed the 
designs.

The work was funded in large part by Lotterywest. A new funding 
application is currently being prepared to restore the sanctuary wall, the 
last damp effected area of the building in need of repair. 

The new translation of the 
Mass, as it is soon to be 
introduced, gives rise to a number 
of challenges which the Churches 
in the English speaking world, 
among others, will have to face.

Foremost among these 
challenges is the natural 
resistance there is among us to 
change itself. The status quo is 
easier to maintain and deal with 
than the prospect of change and 
becoming proficient with the 
unfamiliar.

Why were the changes to the 
translation necessary? What is 
driving this change in the 
translation of the text? Well, 
primarily two factors. 

The first is that the present 
translation is, in places, deemed 
inadequate to communicate 
sufficiently as an appropriate 
language for public worship. We 
are in need therefore of 
something better.

The second factor that has 
determined the construct of the 
new translation is that the 
original Latin text is the master 
text and the new translation has 
to be faithful to it. Hence, by 
way of example, along the lines 

that you have all heard, the Latin 
text says: Dominus vobiscum – 
translates: The Lord be with you, 
and the reply: Et cum Spiritu tuo, 
which literally means, And with 
your Spirit, and not, And also 
with you, which is what we are 
presently saying.

For the people in the pew, 
this is really a minor change, and 
along with other minor changes 
in the Confiteor, the Gloria etc, 
these mere adjustments will 
eventually become very familiar, 
second nature almost, and the 
worshipping public will think 
little more about the challenges 
of change in years to come.

Developing preparatory 
strategies will be the key to 
success for the priest who wishes 
to pray well the Mass for his 
people. He should be under no 
illusion; it will require real effort 
for the priest to learn to pray 
some of the complex sentences 
with their fair share of sub-
clauses. Each mass will require a 
good thirty minutes of 
preparation, at least. For some 
clergy, for whom English is not a 
first language, even extra effort 
will be required to master the 

challenges of delivering a 
meaningful and prayerful 
rendition of prayers from the new 
Missal for the People of God. 
Opponents of the new translation 
often defend the present one 
without acknowledging its 
shortcomings and the occasional 
paucity of language. Whatever 
we may think of the changes, on 
reflection most people will admit 
that there is a richness throughout 
this forthcoming translation in 
which we should rejoice.

What is most to be feared 
about matters surrounding the 
new translation of the Liturgy is 
that it could become a place for 
angst and serious disagreement 
among the people of God. It 
could become a battleground for 
factions and those who adhere to 
them. Instead of facilitating the 
Koinonia, the fellowship, we 
yearn for in our Church, 
conflicting opinions could drive 
us apart. The prayers that unite 
us, the Sacrament that forges our 
communion, could be the very 
thing that is most destructive of 
all that we long for and love so 
dearly.

With this in 
mind we need to 
work diligently to 
see that the new translation of 
the Liturgy becomes a project 
close to our hearts. The mind of 
the Church is that this new 
translation of the Liturgy is to be 
celebrated throughout the 
English speaking world for 
which it has been published. In 
union with the Church it is 
necessary that we accept the new 
translation enthusiastically, with 
a dedicated purpose to see to it 
that we master its intricacies and 
overcome its linguistic pitfalls 
which may readily come upon us 
should we not thoroughly 
prepare our daily liturgical 
celebrations.

In brief, the introduction of 
the new translation will depend 
not only on the methodology 
used to induct the people of God 
but also on the attitude we bring 
to the occasion. A commitment 
to be open to hear what is being 
asked of us together with a 
positive conformation of our will 
with that of the teaching Church 
that nurtures our faith will bring 
us all an abundance of Grace. 

Not getting lost in translation
Viewpoint

The newly restored side altar of Our Lady. Photo: S Thomas

sacred Heart Heritage Award

A section of the altar showing 
damage to the intricate design. 
Photo: CAS
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Blessed beyond our 
dreaming

Pride is not a virtue, I know, but I hope I can be forgiven if I say 
I am proud of the ACSJC’s latest publication.

The Love that Surprises: Lessons from Timor-Leste is written by 
Mark Green, formerly Country Director of Caritas Australia’s Timor-
Leste program. (Mark is now the Group Leader for Caritas 
Australia’s Indigenous program). Mark describes three projects for 
harvesting and storing water for communities in Timor-Leste – 
projects that he oversaw for Caritas Australia, which was a 
participant. He reflects on his experiences as he sat with the people 
while they hammered out their plans and helped turn them from 
dreams into reality.

‘In our encounters with the most marginalised in the remotest 
places’, Mark writes, ‘we are often blessed beyond our dreaming’. 
The people in these marginalised communities, he says, are not 
simply the recipients of someone else’s bounty. They give a rich gift 
in return. True development is not a one-way street on which the 
gracious rich show those in developing nations ‘how to do it’. Rather, 
he says, ‘integral human development, in its richest form, is born of a 
series of deepening encounters through which everyone participating 
becomes a truer and richer human person’. 

That unexpected response is one perspective on the paper’s title, 
which is inspired by words of Pope Benedict XVI in his encyclical 
Caritas in Veritate:

‘In every truth there is something more than we would have 
expected, in the love that we receive there is always an element that 
surprises us … In all knowledge and in every act of love the human 
soul experiences something “over and above”, which seems very 
much like a gift that we receive, or a height to which we are raised.’

Mark’s paper prompts us to ask simple but potent questions. 
What does it mean to accompany communities on their journey 
towards development? How does each project become a real part of 
the community, owned and run by it? How do we find out what the 
community really wants from this project – and what if the 
community expresses a real desire to work in a way that would not 
be the first choice for a Western engineer or administrator? 

In discussing his experiences, Mark also sketches in the historical 
and cultural context of Timor-Leste. Most Australians, if they know 
anything about Timor-Leste’s history, think of the Indonesian 
occupation and the terrible struggle for independence. Some may 
know of the loyalty that the Timorese people showed to Australian 
soldiers in World War II, and the appalling price that the population 
paid for their support of the allies. The paper discusses that history 
and more: it tells us a little about the sometimes violent history of 
Dutch and Portuguese colonisation in Timor and the complex pattern 
of language that shapes communities there.

The ACSJC has now published three papers on Timor-Leste. I 
believe it will be one of the more important papers in our Catholic 
Social Justice series. 

The Love that Surprises: Lessons from Timor-Leste (Catholic 
Social Justice Series No. 69) is available from the ACSJC at $6.60 
plus postage.

Office of Justice,  
Ecology and Peace

by Dr David brennan, editing and Publications officer 
of the Australian Catholic social Justice Council

in his easter 
message, 
benedict XVi 
contrasted the 
joy of the 
resurrection 
with the 
sufferings and 
“painful 
situations” that 
continue to 
afflict mankind, 
such as natural 
disasters, 
poverty, illness 
and war.

before 
imparting his 
blessing “urbi 
et orbi” (to the 
city of rome 
and the world), 
the Pope noted that at easter “the hosts of angels, saints and 
blessed souls join with one voice in our exultant song. but 
alas, it is not so on earth!”

“Here, in this world of ours,” he said, “the easter alleluia 
still contrasts with the cries and laments that arise from so 
many painful situations: deprivation, hunger, disease, war, 
violence.”

the Holy father said that his message for easter was 
directed in particular to those “peoples and communities who 
are undergoing a time of suffering,” and he mentioned in 
particular the middle east, northern Africa and Japan.

“may heaven and earth rejoice at the witness of those who 
suffer opposition and even persecution for their faith in Jesus 
Christ,” the Pontiff added. “may the proclamation of his 
victorious resurrection deepen their courage and trust.”

“the risen Christ is journeying ahead of us towards the 
new heavens and the new earth, in which we shall all finally 
live as one family, as sons of the same father,” the Pontiff 
concluded. “He is with us until the end of time. let us walk 
behind him, in this wounded world, singing Alleluia. 

“in our hearts there is joy and sorrow, on our faces there 
are smiles and tears. such is our earthly reality. but Christ is 
risen, he is alive and he walks with us. for this reason we sing 
and we walk, faithfully carrying out our task in this world with 
our gaze fixed on heaven.”

Pope contrasts  
Easter joy with  
suffering humanity
VAtiCAn City, APril 24, 2011 (Zenit.org).-

Vatican Dossier
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by sally Clark, Associate Dean school of nursing

People living in remote areas 
often have limited opportunity to 
engage in education and in 
particular to gain a qualification 
in nursing. Until the introduction 
of the web based classroom into 
the School of Nursing, on the 
Broome Campus of The 
University of Notre Dame, there 
were no Tertiary Education 
Centres in Western Australia 
delivering nursing education 
programs to students living in 
remote regions. If they were 
interested in studying nursing 
they had to be willing and able to 
leave their communities and 
families for extended periods. It 
became evident by studying 
student enrolment numbers, 
engaging in prospective student 
interviews and investigating 
student demographics and student 

completion rates that an 
innovative approach to providing 
a more inclusive educational 
programme for people within the 
Kimberley and Pilbara region, 
and specifically to Aboriginal 
people, was required.

One of the challenges to 
delivering education to limited 
numbers of students across vast 
distances is the expense from a 
financial and human resources 
perspective. Students also have 
difficulty staying motivated and 
engaged in courses when they are 
not seeing other students or their 
facilitators on a regular basis. Our 
introduction of a web based 
classroom and interactive online 
toolbox turned these challenges 
around. 

The web based classroom has 
the functionality to give students 

a sense that they 
are all sitting in 
the same 
classroom. 
Students have 
access to a video 
camera, 
microphone and 
text facilities so 
they can engage 
in conversation 
with their 
lecturer and other 
classroom 
students. The 
Maryann Martin 
hospital, an 
interactive 
e-learning and 
assessment 
resource 
featuring 
scenarios, images 
and activities, 
was developed 
with the School 
of Nursing 
Broome Campus, 
by eLearn 
Australia using 
Dreamweaver, Flash and 
animation techniques. This virtual 
hospital provides students with 
interactive and engaging learning 
opportunities.

The success of the web based 
classroom within the School of 
Nursing has now spread 
throughout the Broome Campus. 
It is now used as the new blended 
method of delivery for the 
Broome Campus across all 
schools including delivery from 
the Fremantle to the Broome 
Campus in real time. The energy 
and passion that this new delivery 
method has created over the two 
years has provided a positive 
impact on both staff and students 
in opening up pathways and 
opportunities that would not 

normally be available to remote 
or regional students. 

The School of Nursing has 
acknowledged the difficulties for 
students accessing education from 
a distance and believes that 
pastoral care and innovation are 
the key values that have the 
potential to keep students engaged 
with their studies. The Nursing 
Web Based Education team 
consisting of the Associate Dean 
of Nursing Sally Clark, Senior 
Lecturer Jennifer Farrell sgs and 
Sessional Nursing Lecturer 
Donnelle Perry was recently 
awarded a Vice Chancellor’s 
Award for initiatives that enhance 
student learning and for 
introducing the synchronous web 
based classroom to the School of 
Nursing on the Broome Campus.

Notre Dame Kimberley

Sr Jennifer Farrell sgs (L) with Prof Lyn Henderson-Yates, 
Deputy Vice Chancellor, University of Notre Dame Australia 
Broome Campus. Photo: CAS

Initiatives that enhance student learning... Vice Chancellor’s Award

Medal for Merit
Sharon Davis has been awarded The Vice Chancellor’s Medal: 

School of Education for 2010.
This medal is awarded to the student who has attained 

outstanding academic results in the School of Education at the 
University of Notre Dame Australia pertaining to both the 

Fremantle and the 
Broome Campus. 
Sharon completed 10 
graded units last year 
which resulted in 8 
High Distinctions and 
2 Distinctions.

Sharon is the first 
student of the Broome 
Campus and the first 
Indigenous student to 
have gained this 
award.

Sharon lives in 
Broome with her 
husband Robert and 
their two boys, and is 
presently in her 
second year of studies 
for a Bachelor of 
Education, K-7. Photo: CAS
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Caritas Kimberley

Help support Caritas 
Australia’s long-term 
community development 
projects by joining the 
hopegiver program and 
donating monthly. 

As a hopegiver your monthly 
donation will be automatically 
deducted from your credit card or 
bank account. Because your donations are automated, administration 
costs are reduced, meaning more of your donation will reach those 
who need it most. Furthermore, by making regular contributions 
Caritas Australia can effectively plan for the continuation of life-
changing projects.

Caritas Australia’s development work focuses on building the 
capacity of our partners to undertake initiatives that will lead to 
lasting, long-term improvements in the lives of marginalised 
communities worldwide.

Become a hopegiver and receive:

•  A hopegiver photo frame that can be put on your fridge. 
four times a year you will receive stories and pictures 
for your photo frame.

•  our quarterly magazine to keep you updated on our work 
and global development and social justice issues.

•  only one tax-receipt that will be sent to you at the  
end of the financial year. (All donations over $2 are  
tax-deductible.) 

•  the knowledge that you are bringing hope to the most 
marginalised people in the world. 

Become a hopegiver 
today and help make a 
real difference -  
www.caritas.org.au. 
Join hopegiver online with 
your credit card via our 
secure form. 

Download the direct debit/
credit card form and return 
by mail or fax (see form for 
details) 

or call 1800 024 413 and 
sign up over the telephone.

Hopegiver – regular 
giving program

www.caritas.com.au

These 
basketballers  
are all smiles as 
they line up on 
the bench ready 
for a game.  
Photo: L Thorpe

On Thursday April 14 Garnduwa held an Eagles Cup competition 
for the schools in the East Kimberley.

More than 150 students attended the event from schools 
including Doon Doon, Warmun, St Joseph’s Kununurra and 
Kununurra District High School, St Joseph’s Wyndham and 
Wyndham District High School.

Both a football and basketball competition were held with 10 
basketball teams and 5 football teams competing.

Winner of the basketball was Doon Doon who narrowly defeated 
Wyndham by 6 points in the Grand Final.

Kununurra Boabs, from Kununurra District High School, took 
out the winning shield for the football competition.

Each contribution of $80 can enable 
the purchase of 10 metres of water 
pipe in Tanzania

PLEASE REMEMBER 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

OF THE KIMBERLEY 
IN YOUR WILL

A bequest to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome 
for the religious, educational and charitable works 

of the Church allows funds to be applied  
where the need is greatest.

❑ I would like more information 
about remembering the 
Church in my will.

❑ I have already included the 
Church in my will and wish to 
have this noted.

❑ I would like to be contacted for a 
confidential talk about my will, 
or a gift to the Church in my lifetime.

Name:__________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________ ABN 37 040 099 127

Please mail 
coupon to: 

The Finance Officer,
Diocese of Broome, 

PO Box 76, 
Broome WA 6725

Tel: (08) 9192 1060
or 

Fax: (08) 9192 2136

Rem the Church AD  29/4/11  3:06 PM  Page 1

Garnduwa News
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Catholic MissionKimberley Wild

Darwin stick-insect 
[eurycnema osiris]

Phasmids (more commonly known as stick-insects) are insects 
that eat leaves and resemble leaves or sticks. They are usually green 
or brown but may reveal brightly coloured underwings when they 
fly. They have developed many unusual shapes to camouflage 
themselves to avoid detection by predators. The Phasmatodae family 
includes the longest insects in the world.

About 150 species of phasmids are found in Australia. They 
usually live in gum trees but are sometimes found in gardens. 
However because of their excellent camouflage, they are often 
overlooked. When disturbed, a phasmid may sway, imitating a dead 
leaf or stick swaying in the breeze. Most phasmids feed on either or 
both Eucalyptus (gum trees) and Acacia (wattles).

Marked variations in body features and colours occur in many 
species of phasmid. Some species have green and non-green forms. 
Many of these features may also vary geographically, together with 
overall size, relative wing length, and the colour of the hind wings, 
if present. Australian stick-insects range in size from a few 
centimetres long to the longest species; the Titan Stick-insect, 
Acrophylla titan, which can grow up to 250mm from head to tail, 
and often appear longer when the front legs stretched forward.

Phasmids are related to other groups of insects including mantids, 
grasshoppers, crickets, katydids and cockroaches. One of the reasons 
why mantids are confused with phasmids is because both groups of 
insects are superb examples of using camouflage for survival.

All phasmids begin life as an egg which is dropped from the end 
of the females abdomen and falls to the ground at the base of the 
tree or shrub. 

Many female phasmids do not need to mate in order to produce 
fertile eggs. This form of reproduction is called parthenogenesis and 
all the eggs produced will hatch into females. If the females do mate 
with a male before producing eggs, the nymphs (babies) may be 
male or female.

Once the young phasmid reaches the leaves of a food tree, they 
moult into a green or brown, slow-moving leaf mimic. Moulting 
involves a new skin forming under the old skin, which will split along 
the back, while hanging from a branch the young stick-insect needs to 
carefully pull its body and legs out of the old skin. Once free of the 
old skin, the new skin will be soft and over a period of time will 
expand and harden. Most females live for about 18 months, while the 
males are only short-lived, surviving for around 6-8 months.

Darwin stick-insect in broome. Photo: CAs

Catholic Mission in Thailand:  
“Please God, Allow me to Grow Up!”

Sarnelli House is an orphanage in the village of Don Wai in Thailand. 
Founded by the Redemptorist Priest, Father Michael Shea in 2000, 
Sarnelli House is a safe refuge for more than 120 orphans rejected by 
their families because they are HIV/AIDS positive. 

Father Shea couldn’t stand by and let these innocent children be 
thrown out, suffer and die on the street just because they had a disease. 
He acted as Jesus would have. He raised the money for the building of 
Sarnelli House and he gave them a beautiful place to call their own.

Furthermore, since he took them in the lives of these little kids have 
been greatly extended by using antiretroviral drugs that combat those 
infections that are common among HIV/AIDS sufferers. Today many are 
now in their mid-teens and you wouldn’t know they’re sick. 

“They’re happy, into the normal teenage things”, says Kate Interona, 
the Aussie nurse who set up the medication program. “They’ve lived 
years beyond expectations and they’re going strong, so hopefully they 
will have a normal life.” 

Four years ago the orphanage was enlarged through the addition of 
Nazareth House: a 10 room residence for girls aged 12 years old and up. 
The girls’ formal schooling at the local school is supplemented by lessons 
in cooking, sewing, personal health and Thai handicrafts taught in their 
own residence.

Catholic Mission directly impacts on the quality of life experienced 
by these kids, says Kate Interona. “Our donors pay for those practical 
things which literally make the difference between life and death for these 
beautiful kids,” says Kate. “Our donor money pays for medicines and 
treatment, including transportation, hospitalisations, vitamins, food, 
lodging and clothing and school fees.”

Yes, for as little as $15 a month you can put a smile on a child’s face 
that will light up their world and yours. For more details visit our website: 
www.catholicmission.org.au.

www.catholicmission.org.au

Kate Interona with the kids at Sarnelli House. “They’ve lived years beyond expectations 
and they’re going strong.”



8  Kimberley Community Profile  mAy 2011

St Justin was from Samaria. His father brought him up without 
any belief in God. When he was a boy, Justin read poetry, history and 
science. As he grew up, he kept on studying trying to find the truth 
about God. 

One day as he was walking along the seashore, Justin met an old 
man and they began to talk. Justin looked troubled, so the man asked 
him what was on his mind. Justin explained that he was unhappy 
because he had not found the truth about God in all the books he had 
read. The old man told him about Jesus the Saviour, and asked Justin 
to pray so that he would be able to understand the truth about God. 

St Justin began to pray and to read the Word of God, the Bible. 
He grew to love it very much. He was also impressed to see how 
brave the Christians were who were dying for their belief in, and love 
for, Jesus. Soon Justin became a Christian. Then he used his great 
knowledge to explain and defend the faith with many writings. 

In Rome St Justin was arrested for 
being a Christian. The judge asked him, 
“Do you think that by dying you will 
enter heaven and be rewarded?”  
“I don't just think so,” the saint 
answered. “I am sure of it!” He along 
with many other Christians were killed 
for their faith in Jesus. They gladly died 
as martyrs around the year 166.

Reflection: 
How often do I read the Bible? 
Let us ask the Holy Spirit to help us love the word of God and to keep 
our faith strong. 
We can say this little prayer of faith: “My God, I believe in you.”

saint News

Kimberley Volunteers

st Justin, Martyr born: circa 100. Died: circa 166 
feast Day – June 1

Volunteer movements
by Vicki baudry, Volunteer Co-ordinator

June Wilde (l) and Joy ficarra (r) from menai in the south of sydney and 
Christine brooks (centre) from teralba on the Central Coast of nsW prepare to 
board the Diocesan plane for their journey to take up duties in Kalumburu in the 
far north of the Diocese. Photo: V baudry

John Chitty is currently enjoying a 
well earned holiday, planned 
before he came to the Diocese to 
volunteer at Kalumburu last 
october. Photo: V baudry

michael Campbell was unexpectedly 
called back home for family reasons. 
Whilst michael was passing through 
broome we had the opportunity to 
acknowledge his assistance as a 
volunteer at Kalumburu. Photo: V baudry

Helen and laurie short, from the Central Coast of nsW, and, at right, michael 
Keane (lay missionary from Kalumburu) were quick to volunteer for duty in 
Warmun to allow managers of mirrilingki, Janyne and Alasdair brand, to have 
some r & r following the cleanup after the floods. Photo: J Grimson

Well, there is never a quiet or 
dull moment in the lives of our 
Kimberley Catholic Volunteers. 

Recent quotes from some of 
our volunteers range from “I 
could write a book,” “I have 
learnt so much,” “I never thought 
that I would be this busy,” to 
even “I have never done this 
before, but I will give it a go!”

In March we welcomed three 
ladies from NSW; they were 
slightly nervous when they took 
off from Broome in our Cessna 
210 to head to Kalumburu 
Mission, but they did however 
enjoy the scenery as they flew 
over the lush and green Kimberley 
landscape. The treat was a flying 

circle over the Mitchell Falls, 
which were in full roar!

John Chitty and Michael 
Campbell have returned home 
after their time as volunteers, and 
our very best wishes go with 
them both.

We continue to seek 
volunteers so that the work 
within the Diocese of Broome 
can continue. The need is very 
varied, ranging from 
administrative work through to 
housekeeping, cooking, building 
maintenance and gardening. 

We would consider and 
welcome local volunteers who 
could assist with shorter term 
projects.
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ARli McHAtton, is 
well known to Kimberley 
pilgrims who went to 
sydney for WyD 2008. Arli 
is the secretary from st 
Anthony’s Parish in 
Clovelly nsW which played 
host to 120 Kimberley 
pilgrims who camped at 
the Parish school and 
were wonderfully hosted 
by the Parish Priest, fr 
George Connolly, the 
school Principal ms Anne 
sullivan and her staff and 

a large number of parishioners. Arli and her husband tony have 
enjoyed their time in broome almost as much as the pilgrims 
enjoyed their time at st Anthony’s in Clovelly.

FR AnscAR McPHEE 
has left Kalumburu after 
nearly 30 years of service 
in the remote community, 
in the northern part of the 
Kimberley. the 
benedictine monk, who 
went there originally for 
health reasons, to get 
away from the cold, grew 
to love the people and 
became something of a 
historian and a rock-
hound, with a passionate 

interest in Aboriginal rock art. His interest in such things then 
extended to the foundation of a museum that has been described 
by travel writers as a ‘must-see’.

fr Anscar osb will return to new norcia Abbey, north of 
Perth, to resume his life in the cloister where his life of prayer is 
such to include the needs of the people of the Kimberley. 

Briefly speaking

Photo: J Grimson

GREG BARRon (l) and Fr nick FAlzun, catechists of  
the neocatechumenal Way, travelled from Perth during Holy 
Week. they were in broome to give an easter Announcement, 
to the community, which is a short catechesis in preparation 
for easter.

ABBot JoHn HERBERt osB (centre) from Holy trinity Abbey 
new norcia WA travelled to Kalumburu for father Anscar's 
farewell with fellow monks brian (l) and Gregory. 

Photo: CAs

Photo: CAs

Photo: CAs
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LIFE
It is sacred

This is what your feet looked like when you were only 10 weeks 

old. Perfectly formed? Yes! You even had fingerprints then.

Cheesy Tuna Bake
Head chef, bus-driver, tutor, cleaner, postmaster… at 

Warlawurru Catholic school red Hill (Halls Creek), Crissie 
mustoo, prepares a hot, healthy lunch for students every 
school day of the year. 

While the menu 
tends to be simple, 
Crissie manages to 
cater for all palates, 
and there is strong 
demand amongst 
teachers too for a 
bowl of whatever’s 
cooking.

Wednesday is 
tuna bake day. When 
first introduced, 
students smelled 
something fishy about 
Wednesdays and it took a little while, and some cheese, to 
create a school favourite. Here’s Crissie’s secret.

ingredients:

4 cans of tuna
Dessertspoon of chicken stock
Half a bag of frozen mixed vegetables
A large can of crushed tomatoes
1 cup of tomato paste
6 cups of macaroni
shredded cheese
small amount of water

method:

Cook the tuna, stock, tomatoes, tomato paste, mixed 
vegetables and a small amount of water in a large pot 
until the tuna breaks up. boil the macaroni separately 
until cooked. Drain and add to other ingredients, stirring 
well. spoon ingredients into baking dishes and cover with 
a generous layer of shredded cheese. bake at 180 degrees 
for 30 minutes. stand for 10 minutes before serving.

suggest you make one quarter of this recipe to feed a 
family of 5 or 6.

Kimberley Kitchen

Crissie Mustoo, Photo: D Savoia

Young Helena, like her uncle Thurston, is very happy to see 
the coming of the Dry Season after a very long Wet, at Pandanus 
Park, a remote community on the banks of the Fitzroy River, 
50km south of Derby.

Photo: CAS

New Kids on the Block
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The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within
the Diocese.  Duties may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle mainte-
nance, housekeeping, book-keeping, transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance.

Placements are preferred for a period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be con-
sidered. For further details and an application form please contact:  
Mrs Vicki Baudry: Phone: 08 9192 1060 or email: admin@broomediocese.org

PO Box 76, BROOME  WA  6725

WANTED:
Volunteer
Workers
Kimberley Catholic 
Volunteer Service

by br shane Wood CfC

Catholic Action at its best
Justice Matters

I recently spent three weeks 
in Geneva, living with the 
Brothers in France – just over the 
border. It was a wonderful 
experience of Brotherhood in a 
wider context. In the community 
were two Australian Christian 
Brothers and one Canadian 
Presentation Brother. The 
Edmund Rice group of 
participants had a similar make-
up – two Christian Brothers and 
one Presentation Brother. We 
were from Australia, India, and 
Ireland. Kevin (from Ireland) was 
originally from Pakistan and had 
spent time in Canada, where he 
met and eventually joined the 
Presentation Brothers.

Despite the fact that we were 

multi-cultural, and from different 
religious Congregations, I felt 
very much at home immediately 
in the community and in the 
group as a whole. There was of 
course a shared heritage of the 
charism of Edmund, but very 
different personal and 
congregational stories behind who 
we now are.

This joint venture in Geneva 
known as Edmund Rice 
International, also encompasses 
close associations with two 
further religious families – the 
Franciscan family and the Marist 
Brothers. (The Marist Brothers’ 
team is led at present by another 
Australian, former Provincial Br 
Jim Jolly) The Training Program 
in advocacy was led by another 

congregation, this time of women 
– the Salesian Sisters of Don 
Bosco.

While we were in Geneva, we 
attended a meeting of 
representatives of the Catholic 
NGOs working with the UN. We 
were addressed by the 
representative of the Holy See – 
an Italian Bishop, formerly a 
Scalabrinian Provincial, who had 
spent much of his formation and 
active ministry time in the USA. 
He made the point that faith-
based NGOs have a significant 
role to play in the UN system as 
they have a reputation for having 
grounded experience with victims 
from the field, and also have no 
agenda that involves national 

interest or personal gain.
This was all a wonderful 

experience of the best of the 
Catholic Church in action; 
different groups working closely 
and cooperatively with each other 
and with the other members of 
civil society to bring about a 
better world for the next 
generation of children to grow up 
in. The work of ERI is more 
important than I realized looking 
at it and hearing about it from a 
distance; it gives us the 
opportunity to speak at the 
highest level with those who 
make the decisions about the 
allocation of usually scarce 
national resources, and to attempt 
to move them to action for the 
most vulnerable. And the 
experience of those in Geneva 
would seem to suggest that small 
but important ‘victories’ do occur.

It would be a great pity if this 
important initiative does not 
survive the inevitable financial 
cuts that will need to be made as 
a result of the global financial 
crisis and its effects upon the 
funds available from Europe and 
the Congregational Leadership 
Team to support it. Advocacy is 
not a glamorous area that attracts 
corporate funding, but somehow I 
think we need to be creative in 
finding ways to ensure that we 
can continue to be, as the Holy 
See representative challenged us 
to be, “a voice for the voiceless” 
on the international stage.

From left, Steve Rocha cfc (India), Shane Wood cfc (Australia), Archbishop Silvano Tomasi (Geneva), Kevin Mascarenhas fpm (Ireland). 
Photo: D Claivaz fpm
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Rebuilding Warmun
Warmun residents who were evacuated from their flood 

devastated community in mid March may be able to return home in 
June. This is dependant on a $15 million project, which aims to 
build temporary housing in the flood-ravaged community.

According to sources within the WA government, work on a 
project to build temporary housing for more than 200 evacuees 
would begin immediately.

Government assessors are now aware that the majority of 
homes in Warmun need to be replaced, with a few to be 
refurbished, and that will take time.

When essential services are restored a temporary health clinic 
will be built and arrangements for schooling organized. The 
Department of Housing will build several new homes to provide 
additional accommodation and the community office and store will 
be ready by the time residents return.

Meanwhile, the residents of Warmun, who are presently 
accommodated in Kununurra, are anxious to return to their country 
and, according to Mr Buswell, every effort is being made to employ 
workers from within the community in the rebuilding of Warmun.

After a huge downpour of rain 
over a number of days, Turkey 
Creek began to rise to 
unprecedented heights and the 
people of Warmun watched with 
amazement as the water crept 
towards their homes. The 
Community store, the Corporation 
office, the health clinic, the 
School buildings and homes of 

residents were destroyed or 
badly damaged.

One particular loss of 
enormous significance was a 
large amount of valuable art 
simply washed off the walls of 
the Warmun Art Centre, an 
important icon of Warmun’s 
cultural identity that was 
inundated by the sudden flood. 

Paintings were 
washed 
downstream 
bouncing over the 
flooded landscape. 
It is a wonder that 
any of those 
valuable pieces of 
art survived at all. 
Many are now the 
subject of 
restoration work at 
city art museums.

The only 
indigenous artist 
to win the 
prestigious Blake 
Prize is Shirley 
Purdie, whose 
piece ‘Stations of 
the Cross’ was 
later found two 

kilometres away by Bishop 
Christopher Saunders. Together 
with MLA Mr Tom Stephens and 
Art Gallery curators Gary and 
Maggie Fletcher, he searched the 
landscape for the lost treasures. 
Many were recovered but some 
were damaged beyond repair.

The news of the rebuilding of 
Warmun village has lifted hearts 
among the residents of the remote 
community who are now 
temporarily domiciled in a 

makeshift camp in Kununurra. 
One can only hope that when the 
story of the rebuilding of the 
village is told it will contain a 
particular chapter on the Art 
Centre, its loss to the Community 
and the artists of Warmun and the 
valiant work of the Curators, 
Maggie and Gary. Hopefully too, 
it will mention with joy the 
rebuilding of the Art Centre, a real 
treasure for the Warmun people.

by bill Worth

Eric Bedford stands at the Ord River Bridge. At the height of 
the floods water went over the top of the bridge. Photo: CAS

This picture is taken from inside the Warmun Art Centre. Flood waters surged through 
the building taking large windows and carrying away many valuable paintings.  
Photo: CAS 

Tom Stephens MLA recovers some of the art works  
washed from the Art Centre in the recent floods. Photo: CAS

Art works recovered

Warmun floods - Warmun floods - Warmun floods - Warmun floods - Warmun floods - Warmun floods - Warmun floods
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The terribly destructive floods 
at Warmun community south of 
Kununurra, until the evacuation 
that followed, placed 
overwhelming demands and 
challenges on the doorstep of 
Mirrilingki Spirituality and 
Retreat Centre staff, from March 
13 until March 17. Managers 
Alasdair and Janyne Brand and 
staff member Joan McPherson 
became carers for an entire 
community left as refugees in 
their own land.

For staff of the Retreat Centre 
it was an endless set of chores – 
cleaning rooms, allocating rooms, 
organizing and cooking food. As 
more people were driven from 
their homes by the rising 
floodwaters they continued to 
crowd into the Retreat Centre, 
across the highway on high 
ground, occupying firstly rooms, 
the main hall, the large carport 
and finally the verandahs. 
Mattresses, blankets and towels 
were in high demand. Of 
necessity, priority was given to 
the aged care patients who were 
dutifully cared for by their own 
carers.

Apart from attending to the 
physical needs of the people, 
many emotional issues came to 
the fore and those in need of 
attention were given comfort and 
reassurance. Somehow in all of 
this the names and numbers of 
people were compiled according 
to the necessary protocols of 

people management in such 
emergency situations.

When March 14 dawned there 
was no running water. The service 
did come back on intermittently, 
just like the electricity supply. All 
food that could be cooked then 
was cooked, right down to boiled 
eggs.

That evening a community 
meeting was held and Police 
announced that everyone was to 
be evacuated by two large 
helicopters. However, as it 
happened, the next day only one 
small helicopter was made 
available adding to the stress of 
numerous community members 
already in shock. Meanwhile, 
Retreat Centre staff, Alasdair and 
Janyne and Joan McPherson 
received the good news that they 
would be allowed to stay on. 
There was much to be done to put 
the place in order and restore it to 
its original state.

Without the help from the two 
large helicopters that were 
promised but which never 
materialized, there were a 
considerable number of homeless 
people left in the care of 
Mirrilingki where the provision of 
food remained a priority. Despite 
the chaos the Centre staff, with the 
help of others, managed to cope 
with the huge demands. Valuable 
help arrived when teacher Joan 
Burfitt and her husband Tim came 
to assist Centre staff over the next 
few days.

The task of caring for large 
numbers of people in this type of 
emergency brought with it many 
difficulties but the Centre 
appreciated support given by 
Bishop Saunders, the Hon Tom 
Stephens MLA and Diocesan staff 
in Broome, among others.

The task of cleaning up, 
commenced on Thursday 17 
March, after the evacuees had 
gone to Kununurra, was long and 
arduous. On Friday 25 March, 
Janyne and Alasdair were flown 
to Broome for a well deserved  

 

rest while three additional 
volunteers arrived at the Centre to 
continue the cleanup. 

They were Michael Keane 
from Kalumburu and Helen and 
Laurie Short from La Grange-
Bidyadanga who completed the 
cleaning and restored much of the 
garden and road-works. When 
Janyne and Alasdair got back to 
Mirrilingki from Broome there 
was still an endless array of tasks 
to do – repairing small items, 
completing inventories, and 
undertaking other urgent 
maintenance work.

Michael Keane (R) and Laurie Short clearing debris from the gardens of Mirrilingki. 
Photo: H Short 

The evacuation of residents was by  
small helicopters. Photo: A Brand

Deserted after the evacuation –  
a lonely dog sleeps on. Photo: A Brand

Bishop Saunders would like to thank Alasdair and 
Janyne Brand and Joan McPherson, and those who 
assisted them during the emergency, particularly Joan and 
Tim who joined the Mirrilingki staff from the school 
during the emergency period. He is grateful for their 
dedicated service and tireless hard work. He would also 
like to thank the relief team of Michael Keane and Helen 
and Laurie Short who came in with new energy and 
enthusiasm when it was required.

Mirrilingki and the flood

Warmun floods - Warmun floods - Warmun floods - Warmun floods - Warmun floods - Warmun floods - Warmun floods
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Obituary

Mary Gujan and her husband Jarni Wangal raised Elizabeth as 

their own child. She was known among her people as Niliwil, 

Nililee or Diagan and was called these names from birth. Growing 

up in this time she was given the life skills to survive the Bard way 

of life. It wasn’t until she was around 9 to 10 years old that her 

brother Chris Hunter encouraged them to place her in the care of 

the St John of God Sisters at Lombadina.

On entering the dormitory at Lombadina she did not speak a 

word of English. Here she was baptized with the name Elizabeth. 

She was educated and trained to work in many specialist trades 

which made her ready to undertake her mission and role in the 

wider community. She would tell us it was very hard times but also 

enjoyable times.

Encouraged by Bishop Raible her spiritual mentor, she joined 

other girls to train to become a Sister of the ‘Queen of the Apostles’ 

at Beagle Bay Mission. But this did not come to fruition; she was 

only there between 1941 – 1946.

After leaving Beagle Bay she returned to Lombadina, where she 

worked and supported the Priest and Sisters. However, many of the 

business people in Broome and Derby would rely on the Mission 

for trained workers and she was later able to obtain work with 

various employers in those towns.

She met Stanislaus Puertollano and they married in 1948 in 

Derby where she had 3 children, Mary, Eileen (Janet) and Kevin. 

They lived and worked at Warimbah, an outstation of Nookenbah, 

until 1951 when they moved to Broome to work and live at Sheep 

Camp, an outstation of Roebuck Plains pastoral lease. Later they 

moved to town and had four more children, Roma, John, Anne and 

Rowena.

Broome became home and she began a new mission which was 

to raise seven children as best as she could with the life skills she 

had, while ensuring a good education was provided along the 

teachings of the Catholic Faith. Through her husband and his family 

she learnt the history and cultural values of the Yawuru people 

which she passed onto her children and grandchildren. She became 

involved in many aspects of the Catholic Church, raising funds for 

the St Mary’s School, involving herself in the social and community 

fabric of Broome to enable change for the plight of Aboriginal 

people which she saw was important for the survival of her people 

and children.

In 1971 her husband Stan died and a part of her also was lost, 

so she became more spiritually involved with the Catholic Church; 

her faith grew and love of God became stronger. Life’s challenges 

became more difficult, her children were becoming independent and 

she was faced with living alone and loneliness crept into her life. 

But that loneliness was soon overcome through the Faith, Love and 

Trust in God and with the many friends who became part of filling 

the void she had in her life. She would always say whenever anyone 

went to her with a problem, “Just put it in the hands of God and let 

him take care of it for you”. Such was her Faith in God.

She lived between Lombadina and Broome, always fighting for 

justice and equality in a quiet and simple manner, not being 

overbearing. She just sowed the seeds, praying and living in hope 

that someone will take hold of those seeds and help them grow. She 

sowed many seeds and this is evident in the services that are around 

today, like Millya Rumurra, BRAMS, Mamabulanjin, Aged Care 

home and many other organizations. She was a big supporter for the 

Homeland movement and Native Title for her people. She also was 

a servant of God, working in the capacity of cooking, cleaning, and 

doing laundry for the Priest at Lombadina, La Grange (Bidyadanga) 

and Port Keats, and also being a support and advisor as a mother to 

everyone who came to know her in her life.

Her travels took her to many parts of Australia and the World in 

the later part of her life. She went on a Pilgrimage to Rome and the 

Holy Land and one of the places she visited was Calvary where 

Jesus was crucified. It was there that she kissed the ground and 

cried with deep emotion. It was at this time she started to suffer 

with the illness of old age.

This is only a surface view of her life and the contribution she 

made in giving what she could in her lifetime.

She is survived and blessed with 2 sons, 5 daughters, 22 

grandchildren (1 deceased) and 39 great grandchildren (3 deceased).

May she rest in peace.

born: 24 December 1919 at bulgin, Cape leveque

entered eternal life: 19 march 2011

Elizabeth Puertollano  
(Nee Hunter)
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On Monday 21 March at 4pm, 
after a brief word with Sr Mary 
Jane the clinic nurse, I went to 
finish planning for Tuesday. Luke 
and Ebony were home; Anna, my 
wife was attending a Math 
conference in Broome. There was 
no phone access because of the 
Kimberley flood waters. An 
unprecedented 2000mm of rain 
had fallen this wet season. 

As I walked home from 
school the sky was dark and by 
5pm there was no light leaving a 
very eerie atmosphere. The rain 
started, my vision blurred and I 
was saturated before I reached the 
house. It was 5.15pm when Luke 
my ten year old son said, “There 
is water in the backyard.” “There 
is always water in the backyard 
lately,” I replied. Luke’s 
comeback was, “Dad, it’s on the 
back doorstep.” His sentence 
hardly finished and we heard 
gurgling noises coming from the 
toilet and bathroom. My children 
and I bolted for the Toyota. We 
were knee deep in water as I 
yelled for Luke to open the 
driveway gate. Ebony and our dog 
Coco were in the troopie and as I 
moved toward the car I could hear 
what sounded like a wave of water 
coming toward us. There was no 
light as I called for Luke to get in 
the car. Fortunately the vehicle 
started and we headed for the 
school (we had done this drill 

before). Passing the mechanic’s 
shed, water was over the bonnet.  
I felt the troopie was body surfing; 
steering was difficult; just missing 
the light pole I corrected, drove 
past two boulders and saw Sr 
Mary Jane on her verandah. She 
was distressed. The creek was 
blown; it was a raging river taking 
everything in its path. We watched 
as 44 gallon drums and gas bottles 
floated away. I parked the troopie 
at the side of the Gibb Office 
which at this stage was acting like 
a water break. Luke, Ebony and 
Coco remained in the vehicle. The 
water flow was fast and Sr Mary 
Jane was calling for assistance.

In waist deep water I grabbed 
one of her dogs and helped Sister to 
the clinic’s vehicle. Water was now 
well above wheel height. While Sr 
Mary Jane started her vehicle I 
waded back to mine. In single file 
we headed for higher ground. 
Commencing our drive we hit a 
creek. It is the creek dividing Sr 
Mary Jane’s house from the school. 
As I drove through the water, the 
water level went up over the bonnet, 
up on to the windscreen. 

Sr Mary Jane followed in her 
vehicle and on reaching the other 
side we knew we were safe.

Catching our breath, we 
parked our vehicles and watched 
the water continue to rise.

The water level reached the 
1996 Tidy Town Award sign.

Without a word being spoken 
we both knew life had just passed 
before our eyes. 

Sr Mary Jane and I were 
numb with the enormity of it all.

That night, Sr Mary Jane 
stayed at the clinic. Luke, Ebony, 
Coco and myself were safe in the 
school staffroom as the rain 
continued to pour.

The final evacuation to  
Derby took place on Friday  
22 March. 

A huge thanks to FESA and 
Mrs Carol Guerts, Regional 
Officer at the CEO Broome, for 
their assistance.

As of 22 March I was without 
a home and family, all 
communication was down and no 
form of transport accessible.

However, a strong feeling of 
the Divine remains at Gibb River 
Station and this beautiful spiritual 
place waits for its people in exile 
to return.

Gibb River is an Aboriginal 
Community of about fifty or so 
people. It is a working cattle station 
located 470 kms north of Derby, 1600 
feet above sea level, half-way on the 
dirt road to Wyndham. Wanalirri 
Catholic School at Gibb River had ten 
children in attendance when the flood 
came through the picturesque and 
normally peaceful village. Darren 
Side is the Principal at the school, 
ably assisted by his wife, experienced 
teacher, Anna. They have two 
children, Ebony and Luke. And a dog 
called Coco.

Gibb River Flood
by Darren side, Principal, Catholic school

Flooded accommodation at Gibb River. Photo: D Side

Emergency 
Relief and 
services for 
Homeless

Centacare Kimberley provides emergency relief 
to families and individuals in crisis situations and 
supports homeless persons with outreach services 
including breakfasts in their Drop In Centre.

These Federally and State funded initiatives serve the 
community of Broome and the Kimberley.

25 Robinson Street, Broome WA 6725
Email: centamanager@westnet.com.au

☎ 08 9192 2293
fax: 08 9193 6298
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Parish News

Rita Augustine was among several ladies, and others, of the Broome 
Parish, who prepared palms for blessing and distribution at Masses on 
Palm Sunday in Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral.

Bishop Christopher Saunders washes the feet of Joe Stracke at the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, celebrated in the Cathedral Parish on Holy 
Thursday evening.

Benedetta Arace was baptised one evening in Broome with,  
from left, her parents Angela and Franco and godparents Siony and  
Mal Waterson.

A number of parishioners, of Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral 
Parish in Broome, gathered at the Fr Nicholas Emo Centre for a ‘Fish 
and Rice’ dinner. The dinner, held during Lent, was a fundraiser for 
Caritas’ Project Compassion.

Photo: fr m Digges

Photo: J Grimson

Photo: J Grimson

Broome

Major Feasts in June...
Sunday 5 Ascension of the Lord
Sunday 12 Pentecost Sunday
Sunday 19 Holy Trinity
Friday 24 The Birth of St John the Baptist
Sunday 26 Body and Blood of Christ
Wednesday 29 Sts Peter and Paul, Apostles
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Parish News

Fr Oliver, 
Administrator of 
the Parish of St 
John the Baptist, 
La Grange-
Bidyadanga, 
assisted by Patrick 
Ndubaku, a student 
for the Diocese of 
Broome, immerses 
the Paschal Candle 
into the Baptismal 
water during the 
celebration of the 
Easter Vigil Mass.

Balgo 

Fr John Purnell, Administrator of the Parish of Balgo-Kutjungka in 
the desert region of the East Kimberley, had many of his parishioners on 
hand to help celebrate his birthday in early April.

Photo: J bibby

La Grange

The lovely new statue of Our Lady of Lourdes travels around the 
community of La Grange-Bidyadanga as the ‘house-to-house’ Rosary is 
prayed each week. Purtungana Bangu (pictured) was among those who 
welcomed parishioners to her home for the praying of the Rosary.

Photo: l short

Derby

A plaque was recently placed outside Holy Rosary Church in 
Derby to acknowledge seventy four years of the presence of the 
Sisters of St John of God in that town (1936-2010).

Monsignor Paul Boyers, Parish Priest of Holy Rosary Parish, 
was joined by parishioners as he blessed the plaque following the 
Sunday Mass. Works of the Sisters included nursing at the 
Leprosarium as well as in the Native and Regional hospitals, 
teaching at the school and teaching music to many of the young 
people. The Sisters also assisted with co-ordinating 
the Parish choir.

Photo: J Grimson
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school News

Beagle Bay 

Sacred Heart School in Beagle Bay, on the Dampier Peninsula, 
celebrated an Easter Liturgy at the end of Term 1. The students reflected 
on the Passion of Our Lord, through drama, song and dance. The Year 
4/5 students portrayed the crucifixion and death of Jesus. 

Broome

PlayWriting Australia visited the Secondary Drama and English 
classes of St Mary’s College Broome during Term 1. They ran 
interactive workshops for students where they introduced playwriting in 
an enjoyable and accessible way to captivated students. 

Congratulations to Tara Robertson and Caitlin Morrison who were 
among those receiving an Award of Excellence from the Government of 
Western Australia Curriculum Council earlier this year.

Both girls graduated from St Mary’s College Broome in 2010, and 
are great role models showing other students just what can be achieved 
with commitment and determination. 

Caitlin has commenced a traineeship with the ANZ Bank in Derby 
and Tara is an Apprentice Chef at Cable Beach Club, Broome. 

Billiluna 

The staff and children of Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre in 
Billiluna, Balgo-Kutjungka Parish, worked hard to prepare for the 
celebration of Easter. Each class took an aspect of Holy Week and 
developed this thematically in their rooms. Children portrayed Jesus’ 
arrival in Jerusalem and at the Last Supper along with displays 
representing the Resurrection of Jesus. 

The Middle Primary Class collected rough bush timber to construct 
crosses as part of their classroom theme of The Crucifixion. Making the 
crosses allowed the students to relate more closely to the story of Jesus’ 
death. Each student made a large cross representing Christ’s crucifixion, 
and two smaller crosses representing the two bandits crucified on either 
side of Jesus.

Photo: N Burrows

Vincent Carter (L) engages with a PlayWriting Australia facilitator in an interactive 
workshop while his classmates look on. Photo: R Matheson

Rishanna Sturt (L) and Kacee Yoomarie with the crosses they made. Photo: P Sanders
Tara Robertson with her well deserved certificate.
Photo: J Cambridge
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school News

Kununurra

With the tragic flash floods in Warmun, children and staff of 
Ngalangangpum School found a welcoming home at St Joseph’s School 
in Kununurra. Gradually, over several days, children and staff were 
integrated into existing classes with a minimum of fuss. Within days the 
Warmun children had become part of the Kununurra school, joining in 
morning assemblies, school and class liturgies and daily lessons. 

On the Feast of St Joseph, 19 March, the schools celebrated and 
were reminded that like the Warmun families - St Joseph, along with 
Mary and the baby Jesus, had to leave their home in a crisis and seek 
refuge elsewhere for a short time. 

Lombadina

At Lombadina-Djarindjin School on the Dampier Peninsula students 
and staff were involved in preparing a Holy Week Liturgy for the 
community. 

The students helped to create living images depicting each of the 
Stations of the Cross. The Secondary Class organised and recorded the 
scenes. The images were then used as part of the Holy Week Liturgy.

Mulan

With the big wet up north, Mulan, in the central desert area of the 
Kimberley, was been cut off by the Sturt Creek which flooded 2 kms 
across the Tanami Road. The only way the store could re-stock was via 
Alice Springs! In spite of this it has been a very full and productive 
Term 1 for students at John Pujajangka-Piyirn School. 

Students continue to participate in lots of great programs including 
BluEarth and Cooking and Culture classes with some of the elders on a 
weekly basis.

Anthea, the school’s wonderful cook, continues to make delicious 
food (mangarri) with students contributing $2 per day for a nutritious 
breakfast, morning tea and lunch.

Pre-Primary students, Ella Sinclair (L) of St Joseph’s Kununurra and Rica Nocketta of 
Ngalangangpum School Warmun share an easel for their painting class. Photo: T Fyfe

Jack Chaquebor portrays Jesus at the Sixth Station: Veronica (Marissa Tait) wipes the 
face of Jesus. Photo: S Carroll

Anthea with Torrence and John enjoying toasted cheese and ham for morning tea.
Photo: L Coyle

A Prayer of Praise
Glory be to the Father, and to the  
Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was 
in the beginning, is now and ever shall 
be world without end. 
Amen
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school News

Many families from St Joseph’s School Wyndham, gathered at Our 
Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church on Saturday March 19 for the 
celebration of Mass and the baptism of six students. Congratulations to 

those baptised - Tanaya Carter, Tara Johnson, Stewart Dryden, Jamhali 
Carlton, Jason Carter and Jennifer Carter. The Sacrament was 
administered by Fr Raj Koppula, Administrator of the Parish.

Ringer soak

There was much excitement at Ringer Soak when FESA sent in the 
big orange helicopter with fresh water for the Community during the 
recent Wet Season. The whole Community went out to welcome the 
helicopter and its crew and school children from Birlirr Ngawiyu were 
allowed on board. Children wrote a story on the orange helicopter 
which they showed to the crew on the helicopter’s second visit to that 
grateful community.

Brother and sister, Ryan and Tiffany, check out the view from the window of the big 
whirly bird. Photo: C Lord

Photo: M Farrell

Derby

Recently the Year 7 students, from Holy Rosary School in Derby, 
were paid a visit by Kara Dew of the Fisheries Department. The 
students had been learning about responsible fishing practices all term 
and were very excited when Kara brought in some herrings for the 
students to dissect.

During the visit the students reviewed the parts of a fish and their 
different functions; they learnt how to identify the age and sex of a fish 
and how scientists use this information to ensure that everyone is 
‘fishing for the future’.

The students thoroughly enjoyed dissecting the fish and identifying 
all the different parts inside the fish. Many students were surprised to 
discover that the otiliths, or ears of a fish, can tell you how old they are. 

Buddy and Tommy carefully dissect their herring. Photo: K Winfield-Hart

Wyndham
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Parish/Mass Centres

Girls at the Mission in Beagle Bay attend sewing classes. Circa 1970.

Photo: Archives of the Diocese of Broome

Yesteryear Images from our pastBAlGo-kutJunGkA 
Ph .......................... (08) 9168 8969 
fax ........................  (08) 9193 6555 
email  ...kutjungka@bigpond.com 
Administrator: 
rev fr John Purnell 
mass times: 
saturday 6pm Vigil 

BRooME
Ph .........................  (08) 9193 5888 
fax ......................... (08) 9193 6555 
email  ..ccbroome@westnet.com.au 
Administrator: 
rev fr matthew Digges 
mass times: 
saturday 6:00pm 
Vigil sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

DAMPiER PEninsulA 
Ph/fax ................... (08) 9192 4917 
email  
sacredheartparish@bigpond.com 
Parish Priest: 
rev fr bill Christy Cssp 
mass times: 
saturday 5:00pm 
Vigil sunday 8:00am

DERBY 
Ph .........................  (08) 9191 1227 
fax ......................... (08) 9193 2463 
email  ... hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: 
rev mgr Paul boyers 
mass times: 
saturday 6:00pm 
Vigil sunday 9:00am

FitzRoY cRossinG 
Administered by: Derby Parish

HAlls cREEk 
Ph .........................  (08) 9168 6177 
fax ........................  (08) 9168 6197 
email ......parishlck@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: 
rev fr Denis Dennehy 
mass times: 
sunday 8:30am

kAluMBuRu 
Ph .........................  (08) 9161 4342 
fax ....................... . (08) 9161 4349
email 
kalumburuparish@activ8.net.au 
Parish Priest: 
rev fr nicholas Kipkemboi 
mass times: 
saturday 5:30pm 
Vigil sunday 7:00am

kununuRRA 
Ph  ........................  (08) 9168 1027 
fax ......................... (08) 9168 2080 
email 
kununurraparish@bigpond.com 
Parish Priest: 
rev fr raj Koppula HGn 
mass times: 
sunday 8:30am

lA GRAnGE-BiDYADAnGA 
Ph/fax  .................  (08) 9192 4950 
email 
bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com 
Parish Priest: 
rev fr oliver okolie
mass times: 
sunday 9:00am

loMBADinA 
Administered by: 
Dampier Peninsula Parish

WYnDHAM 
Administered by: 
Kununurra Parish

new Dawn
love has the hands to help others;

love has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy;

love has the eyes to see misery;

love has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of others;

And it has the heart than can love and bless.

this is what love looks like.

‘light dawns for the virtuous, and joy, for the upright hearts.’  
 (Ps 97.11)
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PleAse ContACt your local Parish Priest or erica bernard, 
Kimberley WorlD youtH DAy CoorDinAtor
Phone: 08 9192 1060 
mobile: 0448 762 987
email: kwydyouth@broomediocese.org
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ABOVE: Darren Side, Principal of 
Wanalirri Catholic School, with Frank 
the Jack Russell, returned to Gibb 
River after the flood with his daughter 
Ebony (L), wife Anna and son Luke. Sr 
Mary Jane Lynch RSM (R) had a break 
in Broome before going back with the 
Side family to the remote community 
so recently damaged by raging 
floodwaters. Photo: CAS

LEFT: Two youngsters baptised at 
the Easter Vigil in Broome – Shaydan 
McAuley (L) and Lashante Dolby-
Mandijalu.

ABOVE: Bishop Saunders breathes on 
the Oil of Chrism, brought forward for 
consecration at the Chrism Mass. The 
Mass was concelebrated by the Bishop 
and all priests of the Diocese in Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral on the 
evening of Wednesday 13 April 2011. 
Photo: M Hill

ABOVE: The dinner held in Broome, 
following the meeting of Priests, 
Pastoral Associates and Principals, on 
Wednesday 13 April 2011 was an 
occasion to celebrate three significant 
anniversaries which occurred in early 
2011. (L – R): Fr Matthew Digges, 
Administrator of the Cathedral Parish, 
celebrated 20 years of Ordination to the 
Priesthood; Br Berkeley Fitzhardinge 
celebrated 60 years of commitment to 
Religious life with the Christian 
Brothers and Sister Jill O’Brien 
celebrated 50 years of profession as a 
Good Samaritan Sister. Photo: CAS

ABOVE: Will Smith, Ta-lannah O’Reeri (L) and Michelle Eji, from Beagle Bay, were sent 
to Broome for their Primary Health Care course Certificates 3 and 4, run by Kimberley 
Aboriginal Medical Service (KAMSC). The three of them were looking forward to their 
three week’s study and immersion in Broome before returning to serious commitments 
in Beagle Bay on the Dampier Peninsula. Photo: CAS
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