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Editorial
Gas lights up Kimberley debate
The Gas – No Gas debate
took an interesting twist
recently when it was
announced in the West
Australian newspaper
that the ex CEO of the
Kimberley Land Council,
Mr Wayne Bergmann, had
suddenly come out with
some reservations about the
proposed development at
James Price Point.
The gas processing plant,
planned for this site some
60 kms north of Broome, is
controversial in the Broome
community, to say the least.
Opinions as to its future
differ strongly and there is
a great deal of passionate
debate continuing in the
Pearl Coast township and
surrounding settlements.
Protestors continue to camp at
the James Price Point turnoff
15 kms north of Broome and
‘No Gas’ signs festoon the
front fences of numerous
properties.
Mr Bergmann has
consistently promoted the onshore gas facility as a positive
move for traditional owners
inasmuch as it has promised
huge rewards for permissions
given by these custodians.
He has always cautioned
the need for the competent
management of social impact
problems that will surely
arise because of the massive

project and, it would seem,
he wonders still if the matter
of such management is being
adequately dealt with today.
Many Kimberley citizens
look to neighbours next door
in the Pilbara towns of Port
Hedland and Karratha to see
what an overheated, resources
driven, economy can do
to a community. Rental
prices have soared there,
pushing the cost per week
of a three bedroom home to
$1200 and up to $1800 per
week in Karratha. The only
people who can afford that,
of course, are those earning
mining wages.
With this and other
notorious points in mind,
there is real fear in the
Broome community that
shopkeepers and small
businesses in the town will be
competing for labour with the
newly imbedded energy giant.
As wages rise and some
people have more to spend so
do prices rise. As prices rise
those who cannot meet the
cost of living leave town. This
is one aspect of a possible
social impact that no-one
wants to see happen. Any
plans to counter this must be
persuasive and transparent.
In the conduct of debate
in a democratic community it
is important that many voices
be heard and valued. People

are entitled to their opinions
and they have a right to
communicate those opinions
even in the public arena.
Those rights are subject to the
rule of Law. People on both
sides of the divide must not
become violent or threaten
the safety of others. Our
respect for each other and
the wellbeing of our society
depend on it. Peaceful protest
is also a right and a powerful
one. Respect for each other
and our differing viewpoints,
in our democratic society, is
an obligation of the highest
order, being not of man but of
the will of God.
Will the Government be
successful in its publicly
proclaimed effort to manage
the social impact of this
enormous Gas processing
precinct? One can only
hope so. Certainly strategic
plans are on the drawing
board to contain the negative
consequences of this new
port and facility. Will it be
enough? Only time will
tell. For the foreseeable
future a healthy debate needs
to progress and continue.
Governments and gas
companies have to be held
accountable for every arduous
step along the way of this
project. At stake for us all
is the common good of our
society.
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Viewpoint
Five steps on the pilgrims way
It is a difficult time to be a
Catholic, or a Christian of any
denomination for that matter.
Churches and Church people are
easy targets of derision and the
victims of a significant amount of
disrespect from an increasingly
godless society. Popularists in the
media are regularly espousing their
theories of the merit of a world
without religion. Meantime there
are enough scandals in Church
circles to comfortably feed the
media monster which is always on
the prowl ready to prosecute the
faith and those who hold it to be
dear. It is challenging, in this
negative environment, to speak
eloquently and enthusiastically
about the Good News of Jesus
Christ. And yet, despite all the
turmoil and chaos that surrounds
us daily in our busy and confusing
lives, that is what we are called to
do. Proclaim the Good News of
Jesus Christ.
My recent experience of the
pilgrimage to WYD has taught me
the value of a group which grows
together, is focused and is able to
avoid those distractions that
subtract from the common purpose
for which the group is dedicated.
Some of our pilgrims, me
among them, complained of the
difficulty of finishing the
pilgrimage only to return to life as
it was before – busy, frantic,
multi-focused, demanding,
cluttered and stressful. On

pilgrimage there was time for
prayer and reflection and an
abounding energy produced by
people of like mind. Like true
pilgrims we were deeply focused
on our journey in faith.
So, I have been thinking a great
deal of not only how to survive in
a busy chaotic world but how to
thrive. How to dodge the slings
and arrows of outrageous pagans
while actively promoting and
living the faith I profess. What I
have come up with is not at all
original. After two thousand years
of abiding Christianity there is
most likely not too much left in
the challenge of Christian living
that has not been tried before. But
it is nonetheless a personal start
and I offer it in all humility.
Firstly, be prayerful and live
prayerfully. Secondly, be
authentic and compare yourself
only to Christ. Thirdly, be helpful
and try to inspire hope in others.
Fourthly, be simple in your life
choices and live simply. Fifthly,
live life like a true pilgrim.
Being prayerful and living
prayerfully includes the daily use
of Scripture, the practice of
reflective prayer and the
celebration of Mass. The
community, all of us, are nourished
by the Eucharist while our lives
are deeply enhanced by God’s
word and our reflections upon it.
Being authentic is to avoid the
temptation to act in ways that are

not Christian. To ask how
would Christ have lived,
what would Christ have done,
what would Christ have said.
Being a hopeful people
demonstrates our belief in a world
redeemed by Christ wherein we
are loved by God bountifully and
endlessly. It is a hope born of
faith.
Living simply is to use created
things for the betterment of our
world. It is to avoid the pitfalls of
wealth and avarice. It is to shun
the trappings of a pretentious life
mindful of the needs of others and
the demands of justice.
To be a true pilgrim is to
recognize that our journey through
life is a constant progression
towards discovering the wonder of
God’s love for us and the joy there
surely is in loving God through
Christ.
I am writing this on the Feast
of Our Lady of Sorrows. I am
inspired in these troubled times by
her words, ‘My soul proclaims the
greatness of the Lord and my spirit
exults in God my saviour.’ (Lk
1:46-47) There are no
disappointments so great that I am
overwhelmed by them, ‘...his
mercy reaches from age to age for
those who fear him.’ (Lk 1:50).
May Mary continue to be the
constant companion of all pilgrims
and may Christ enliven us to ever
proclaim his Good News along the
way.

		

Ten Steps towards being a Peacemaker
5. Support and celebrate cultural diversity
The policy of multiculturalism has given vibrancy to our national identity.
Our common humanity is strengthened where cultural diversity can be
expressed. Be welcoming to those who are different, in your neighborhood
or parish community. Find ways to be supportive of newly arrived
immigrants who may be experiencing difficulties adjusting to life in
Australia. Extend the hand of friendship in the worship and social events
of your community.
[Australian Catholic Social Justice Council]
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace

Briefly Speaking

By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

This is not justice
In August, a media release was issued by the Australian
Council of Social Service (ACOSS), the body that represents
community and welfare organisations throughout Australia. In
the previous year, it said, ACOSS organisations provided help
on six million occasions – an increase of 12 per cent on the
year before.
Not only that, but on one occasion in 20, an organisation
found it could not give someone the help she or he needed.
The number of people turned away had increased by 19 per
cent in the previous 12 months.
The most serious need was in the area of accommodation.
There were 50,000 instances in which people were turned
away from homelessness and housing services in 2009/2010 –
an average of 135 people a day. This was a 22 per cent
increase on the previous year.
I could not help thinking of this as I attended the launch of
the Social Justice Statement for 2011/2012, Building Bridges,
Not Walls: Prisons and the justice system. In his message at
the beginning of the Statement, Bishop Saunders, Chairman of
the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council, says:
The majority of Australian prisoners come from the most
disadvantaged sections of the community: Indigenous people,
the underprivileged, those suffering from mental illness. Given
these facts, we must ask if the justice system is truly
delivering justice to our community.
If pressure on welfare organisations is growing at this rate,
then what, I wondered, are the implications for Australia’s
prison population now and in the coming months or years?
The Statement particularly mentions people with mental
illness and intellectual disabilities. On the morning after the
launch of the Statement I heard a radio interview with Eileen
Bauldry, Professor of Criminology at the University of New
South Wales. Her recent research, on people in Australian
prisons with mental illness or cognitive disability, reinforced
the Statement’s comment about the prevalence of mental
illness among prisoners. In fact, she found, up to 80 per cent
of such people had not been offered help or treatment before
they entered the prison system. Very many are in jail for
offences such as driving infringements or breaches of
community orders or parole conditions.
Professor Bauldry mentions one tragic case of a Northern
Territory man charged with a very serious offence, who was
so impaired that he was unfit to plead. The only place of
safety for this man was a maximum security prison: the
Territory has no suitably secure psychiatric facilities.
It’s a terrible story, but not the only one. Launching the
Statement, Graham West, the Executive Officer of the NSW
Vincent de Paul Society, recalled visiting Sydney’s Long Bay
jail and seeing how many inmates had profound mental
illness.
‘I also remember the fear of some inmates about being
released and getting the help they needed,’ he said. ‘A prison
is not a good place to be, so imagine the life story of those
who feel safer and better supported inside.’
Where our society cannot provide help, sometimes prisons
must. That is not justice.

Photo: V Baudry

Vin and Jenny Claxton, from Sale in Victoria, have been
planning their volunteer time for over 12 months, and now they
are settling into life at Kalumburu Mission in the far north of the
Diocese. They hope that their time will make a contribution to
the lives of others, and also that it may be an opportunity to
develop some understanding of the Aboriginal lifestyle and
culture.

Photo: G Bailey

Lee Smith and David Bell, from Perth, are now assisting at
Kalumburu Mission in the north of the Diocese. The desire to
give, to use their skills to help others, as well as to experience
living in a remote community, are the driving forces behind the
decision of Lee and David to offer their time as Kimberley
volunteers.
Ann Fairhead, from the
Archdiocese of Perth, is the
Caritas Regional
Representative for WA. While
on holiday recently Ann took
every opportunity, as she
travelled through the
Kimberley, to meet with those
working in parishes and
schools throughout the
Diocese of Broome as well as
the Chancery Office.
Photo: J Grimson
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Briefly Speaking
Fr Joel Wafula is a priest
of the Diocese of Eldoret in
Kenya. Fr Joel was recently
in Broome where he provided
supply assisting at the
Cathedral Parish during the
absence of Fr Matthew who
attended World Youth Day
2011 in Madrid.
Photo: J Grimson
Photo: CAS

Sr Suzette Clark from
Sydney NSW belongs to the
Order of the Sisters of Charity
who have leant their support to
some essential works of the
apostolate in the Kimberley
Mission. Sr Suzette visited
Kununurra, Warmun, and
communities in the Parish of
Balgo, along with Broome and
the Detention Centre at Curtin,
south of Derby.
Noel Hoolihan, from
Chinchilla in
Queensland, is presently
volunteering at Warmun
Retreat Centre
(Mirrilingki). After
visiting the Centre in
September 2010 Noel
decided that the Broome
Diocese would be a
great place to volunteer
during his six month
long service leave.
Photo: A Brand

Fr Maurice McNamara, a
pastor emeritis of
Parramatta Diocese NSW,
has volunteered to be a
socius (companion) to Fr
John Purnell in Balgo Parish,
in the East Kimberley. He
has found that he has had to
supply in the absence of a
priest in a couple of places
too and has been happy to do
so.
Photo: CAS
Fr Frank Freeman, a
Salesian Priest from the
Archdiocese of Melbourne,
recently enjoyed a trip to
Broome and other places – a
gift acknowledging his 50th
Anniversary of priesthood. Fr
Frank was instrumental in
getting a representative from
the Kimberley Community
Profile team to attend the
Annual Conference of
Australasian Catholic Press
Association back in 1999.
Photo: J Grimson

Dr Ian Crawford returned
recently to Kalumburu where
he did extensive work as an
anthropologist. He first worked
there in the early 1960’s but is
now in retirement in Perth.
Most of the informants and
collaborators who assisted him
in his work at Kalumburu have
passed on, including Dolly
Chienmora whose funeral he
attended.
Photo: CAS

Photo: CAS

Photo: CAS

Maria Rohr (R) has returned home to NSW having spent six
months as a volunteer at the front desk of the Chancery Office in
Broome. Prior to her departure Maria had a welcome surprise
visit from her niece, well known 60 Minutes presenter, Liz Hayes.

Fr Terry Lyons from
Townsville Qld drove across
the top of Australia to give
the annual priests retreat at
Providence Retreat Centre,
Broome. Fr Terry drew on
his vast pastoral experience
to provide a memorable
retreat for the Clergy of
Broome Diocese, in early
September.
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Garnduwa News

Caritas Kimberley
www.caritas.com.au

Appeal to help
drought-hit Ethiopians
Before,
during and after
disasters strike
- Caritas
Australia is
there.

Photo: Locals wash clothing at a water point built by CRS, a member of Caritas, in the
village of Dure in Ethiopia’s Shinele Zone. Because it is the only water point for almost
19 miles around, this site now supports more than 50,000 people with clean water for
their livestock and for their own use. Photo: David Snyder/Catholic Relief Services

Caritas is appealing for EUR 1,489,048 (US $2,149,143
million) to help Ethiopia during its most severe drought in
60 years.
Four and a half million people in the country are in
need of immediate food aid. Crops have failed, livestock
have died, and water sources both for drinking and
irrigation have dried up.
“Caritas’ intervention will reduce people’s immediate
suffering and help families withstand future droughts,”
says Alistair Dutton, Humanitarian Director for Caritas
Internationalis. He travelled to Ethiopia in early August.
Caritas will reach over 65,000 people with emergency
food and water, with a special focus on malnourished
children and pregnant women.
Caritas will pay people to build dams, trenches, and
other infrastructure that will slow down rivers and
streams.
“The real tragedy of this drought is that enough rain
has fallen this year but it has drained straight off the land,
washing away much fertile topsoil with it,” says Dutton.
“The new structures will allow water to soak into the
ground and refill reservoirs, boreholes and aquifers.”
In some communities, people are walking over an
hour and a half to reach drinkable water. In such places,
Caritas will truck water into villages or provide water
treatment services.
The programmes will give farmers seeds that are
better adapted to the increasingly erratic climate and
teach them agricultural techniques to use during dry
periods. Caritas will also replenish livestock, provide
veterinary care, and encourage methods that prevent
overgrazing. With more resilient crops and rangeland,
farmers and animal herders will be less vulnerable to
drought and famine in coming years.
“The Church in Ethiopia is working hard to save lives
during this terrible time,” says Dutton. “This programme
will stop hunger now and prevent tragedy in future.”
Donate online at www.caritas.org.au or phone on
Freecall 1800 024413.
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Three ‘Deadly Divas Days’, hosted by Garnduwa, were held
across the East Kimberley in August. ‘Deadly Divas Days’
are an opportunity for girls aged 13 – 17 to become engaged
in a range of activities and information sessions regarding all
areas concerning health. This included workshops in nutrition
and healthy cooking, physical activity and sessions on
hygiene. The girls also participated in music and art
workshops.
Holding the ‘Deadly
Divas Days’ in
Kununurra, Halls Creek
and Balgo gave students
from every school
across the East
Kimberley an
opportunity to be
involved including those
from smaller and more
OVAHS Nutritionist and Health Lifestyles
Coordinator Joanne Cox prepares to cook
remote communities
a delicious lunch as student Shionae
such as Warmun, Doon
Darkie from Billiluna looks on.
Doon and Mulan.
Photo: L Thorpe
Students from Warmun enjoyed some School Holiday fun
back in July when Garnduwa ran camps for both young
men and young women in areas around Warmun. The
camps involved a lot of fishing, cooking, campfires and
making damper and tea.
Garnduwa will
hold similar
camps at El
Questro Station
in October for
students across
the Kimberley.
Warmun girls fishing
at Crocodile Hole.
Photo: L Thorpe

ACPA Awards
The Kimberley Community Profile once again enjoyed
significant success in the recent Australasian Catholic Press
Association Awards for Excellence held in Glenelg, SA.
On this occasion it was a Highly Commended for both Best
Column, Bishop Saunder’s Viewpoint, and for Best Regional
Publication.
Monsignor David
Cappo VG, of the
Archdiocese of
Adelaide, presented
the awards and he
is seen here with
Janice Grimson
who accepted the
awards on behalf
of the Diocese of
Broome.
Photo: K Myers,
Catholic Weekly

Kimberley Wild

Saltwater Crocodile
Scientific name: Crocodylus porosus

Catholic Mission
www.catholicmission.org.au

SUNDAY 23 OCTOBER
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

”Muddy” was removed from near the Oombulgurri Community around 20
years ago, and has been living at the Malcolm Douglas Wildlife Sanctuary
ever since. Whilst his exact age is unknown, his lack of teeth suggests he
is getting on! Photo: J Grimson

Saltwater crocodiles are by far the most dangerous animals in
Australia. They are huge, aggressive, territorial and plentiful
all across the north of the Australian outback. They can travel
over a thousand kilometres by sea.
“Salties”, as they are commonly called, eat mainly small
reptiles, fish, turtles, wading birds etc..., but they can also kill
and eat much larger prey. They are known to take wild pigs,
buffaloes, and also livestock like cattle and horses. Saltwater
crocodiles are responsible for one to two human deaths a year.
Breeding (which usually takes place during the wet
season) and raising of the young saltwater crocodiles actually
happens in freshwater areas. Around breeding season, large
male crocodiles will patrol their stretches of water protecting
their territory from intruding males. Mating takes place in the
water. Between November and March the female lays 40 - 60
eggs in a nest made from plant matter and mud on a river
bank.
The eggs take 90 days to develop. Interestingly the sex of
the young Australian saltwater crocodile is determined by the
incubation temperature. Below 30oC the hatchlings will be
female, and above 32oC they will be male.
It takes females 10 to 12 years, and males 16 years and
more to reach maturity.
The territorial behaviour of the male saltwater crocodile
forces the young crocodiles out of the region in which they
have been raised. They have to find an unoccupied territory
for themselves. If they are unable to do that they will either
be killed or be forced out to sea. Here they will move around
until they find another river system.

‘.... through co-responsible participation in the mission of the
Church, the Christian becomes a builder of communion, of peace,
of the solidarity that Christ has given, and collaborates in the
realization of the salvific plan of God for the whole of humanity.
The challenges that it meets, calls Christians to walk together
with others, and the mission is an integral part of this path with
all. In it we bear, though in vessels of clay, our Christian
vocation, the inestimable treasure of the Gospel, the living
testimony of Jesus dead and resurrected, encountered and
believed in the Church.
May this World Mission Sunday revive in each one the desire
and the joy of “going” to meet humanity taking Christ to all. In
his name I impart to you from my heart the Apostolic Blessing, in
particular to all those who most toil and suffer for the Gospel.”

Pope Benedict XVI
In the Vatican, Jan. 6, 2011,
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

The scene of destruction following the fires.

The following email was received from Fr John Wambu, Nairobi
(who Bishop Saunders met on his recent trip to Nairobi, Kenya).

Last Monday a serious tragedy happened in Mukuru slum in
Nairobi and more than 80 people are feared dead. It happened
when petrol leaking from a nearby pipeline caught fire for reasons
not yet established. Some people who died were actually trying to
siphon the fuel. The situation could have been worse because the
scene was by an open field where school kids play various games.
Thank God, the tragedy happened on the day school re-opened
and thus most children were at school.
We keep the people of Mukuru in our prayers.
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Kimberley Catholic Volunteers
By Jo & Kevin Bell, Co-ordinators

We have had a busy time learning the ropes of the
position. We’ve replied to many responses to the recent
advertisement in various parishes around Australia, and
have processed several new applications to volunteer.
There have been visits to La Grange, Warmun, Balgo
and Kalumburu, getting to know the priests and
volunteers as well as community members. This has
been a wonderful experience expanding our knowledge
of the Kimberley, and enabling us to be better equipped
to meet the needs of volunteering in these communities.
We have also visited Beagle Bay and Lombadina and
looked at the needs of the Dampier Peninsular Parish.
Since our last magazine we have farewelled several
volunteers - Joy Ficarra, June Wilde, Carol Farber, Maria
Rohr, Xylina Kinsey, Margaret and Paul Meade, Mareta
and Kevin Butler, Judy and Vin Bibby, Helen and Laurie
Short, and we have welcomed others - Jenny and Vincent
Claxton, Shirley and John Hayes, Noel Hoolihan, John
Chitty and Michael O’Callaghan.
Our grateful thanks to all these very generous people.

When visiting Broome, Brian and Jane Gorman of Warrnambool Vic are
always keen to volunteer – here they lend a hand with the mail out of the
KCP. Photo: V Baudry
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Saint News

St Columban
Born: 543 - Died: 615
Feast Day – November 23

Columban was born in
Leinster, Ireland, in 543.
He left Ireland to
proclaim Jesus Christ
and His Gospel to
Western Europe, where
people had fallen into
barbarism.
Amid hardship and
persecution, Columban
and his followers
founded monasteries
throughout France,
Germany, Switzerland
and Italy. His mission
was noted for his
remarkable zeal, having
once been described as
“traveling through
Europe like a flaming
torch enkindling the fire
of God’s love in the
hearts of men.”
Columban’s great
contribution to the Catholic Church was the new spirit in
European monasticism he had instilled, a spirit of total
commitment to Christ and to the values of the Gospels. His
denunciations of the immoral practices of the royal court
and the general populace led to his exile from France and
Switzerland.
He founded his last monastery at Bobbio in Italy where
he died on November 23, 615. In the words of Pope Pius
XI, “Columban is to be reckoned among those exceptional
people whom Divine Providence is wont to raise up in the
most difficult periods of human history to restore causes
almost lost.”
St Columban is the patron of the Missionary Society of
St Columban. He is recognized as one of the great pioneers
in western European civilization.

Social Justice Sunday Statement
2011 - 2012

Social Justice Sunday Statement
“BUILDING BRIDGES, NOT WALLS
Prisons and the justice system”
Available now –
get your copy from your Parish Priest or collect one from
the Chancery Office, 13 Barker Street, Broome.
08 91921060
Prayer for Human Rights
Lord,
you cried out to all
who are overburdened
to find solace in you.
We pray especially
for all who cry out for help,
those victims of oppression,
those under persecution,
those denied human rights.
Give rest to tired bodies
and to weary spirits.
Inspire leaders to govern
with hearts of justice.
‘You must all think of what is best for each other
and for the community’ (1 Thess 5:16)

CEO NEWS
Tristan Sarah, of Beagle Bay, received the 2011
‘Educator of the Year’ Award for his tireless work and
dedication. Tristan works in administration at Sacred
Heart School, Beagle Bay on the Dampier Peninsula,
and is currently studying for a Bachelor of Education at
UNDA Broome Campus.
The Catholic Education Aboriginal Awards of
Excellence, held in Perth, are an initiative of Catholic
Education Aboriginal Committee (CEAC).

Vatican Dossier

Pontiff to Engaged Couples:
Don’t Be Afraid of Marriage
Don’t Give Up on “Lofty Ideal of Love,” He Exhorts
ANCONA, Italy, SEPT. 12, 2011 (Zenit.org).

Benedict XVI is inviting couples to be confident in embarking
on the path of matrimony, saying they should not be afraid of the
“great mystery,” in which two persons become one flesh.
He finished his one-day
visit to Ancona by meeting
with a group of engaged
couples. After one couple
addressed some words to
him, the Holy Father
responded with an
encouraging address on the
beauty of human love and
awareness of the challenges it
faces.
He promised that both
God and the Church are close
to couples as they prepare for
marriage, and acknowledged
that problems with finding a
stable job make it difficult to
take on the commitment of
marriage.
“Do not lose courage in face of the needs that seem to
extinguish joy at the table of life,” he said. “At the Wedding of
Cana, when wine was lacking, Mary invited the servants to go to
Jesus and she gave them a precise indication: ‘Do whatever he
tells you.’ Treasure these words, the last of Mary’s taken up in
the Gospels - virtually a spiritual testament - and you will
always have the joy of the celebration: Jesus is the wine of the
celebration!”
The Holy Father reminded the couples that love is not
automatic, but requires a “journey of maturing.”
“Beginning from the initial attraction and ‘feeling well’ with
the other, educate yourselves to ‘love well,’ to ‘want the good’
of the other,” he said. “Love lives from gratuitousness, selfsacrifice, forgiveness and respect for the other.”
The Bishop of Rome told the couples to “educate yourselves
henceforth in the liberty of fidelity, which leads to protecting
one another, to the point of the one living for the other.”
He invited them to prepare themselves to choose “forever”
with conviction.
“Indissolubility, more than a condition, is a gift that must be
desired, requested and lived, beyond any changing human
situation,” the Pope reflected.
He also offered an evaluation on popular culture’s
recommendation to live together before marriage.

Tristan (R) with, from left, Monsignor Michael Keating of Perth Archdiocese
who presented the Award, Erica Bernard of CEO Broome, and former
Parish Priest of Beagle Bay, Fr Eugene San SAC. Photo: CEO Perth

“Do not think,” he said, that “living together is a guarantee
for the future. If you skip the steps of intimacy, which require
respect for time and a gradual progression of expressions, you
will ‘get burned’ in love; love needs room for Christ, who is
capable of making a human love faithful, happy and
indissoluble.”
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NAIDOC AWARDS

Father Matthew Digges

By Nicola Kalmar

Fr Matthew Digges received the NAIDOC
Reconciliation Award for his tireless dedication to
Kimberley’s youth, homeless and wider community. Fr
Matthew said he accepted the award representing
many who have gone before - and those who will
follow in supporting the needy in the community.

Coco Yu
Magabala Books chairperson Coco Yu was
nominated by the chief executive for a NAIDOC
award, and received the award for Outstanding
Contribution to the Arts. Coco said she never
expected to win, and said the announcement was
“humbling.” Coco has been chair of Magabala for
a few years, and was recognised for her hard work in
securing funding for the local Indigenous publisher,
as well as working at St Mary’s College and helping to
coordinate the Yawuru Language Program.

Rosie Sahanna-Pitt
“Silent achiever,” Rosie Sahanna-Pitt, was awarded
the NAIDOC Contribution to Indigenous Affairs for her
extensive work in advocating for Aboriginal people.
Rosie, who was very surprised to receive the award,
said her passion has always been advocating for
social justice for Indigenous people.

Brenton E McKenna
A lifelong passionate artist and storyteller, Broome’s
rising literary star Brenton E McKenna received the
NAIDOC Literary Award for his graphic novel Ubby’s
Underdogs. The novel is the first in a trilogy set in
Broome, inspired by the author’s background and
life in the Kimberley, and was published earlier this
year. Brenton has now finished the manuscript for the
second book in collaboration with two publishers.

SHARON DAVIS
Sharon Davis won the Student of the Year Award. A
student at Notre Dame University, she was the first
Indigenous student to receive the Vice Chancellor’s
Medal – School of Education for having received the
highest results by an undergraduate student at any
Notre Dame University. “I thought I had good marks
last year – I didn’t realise how good,” she said.
Sharon’s journey has been inspiring and is
encouraging to others. Starting her education later
than some, she always had a passion for Indigenous
education and aspired to become a teacher.
She wants to inspire other Indigenous students to
follow their dream. “I want people to realise the gifts
that they have and to celebrate their Indigenous
culture,” she said.

Josh Sibosado
Young Josh Sibosado received the Working With
Youth Award for his incredible work in preventing
youth suicide. The award is testimony to Josh’s
achievements in helping youngsters battle
depression and suicide. Josh said he was proud to
have helped establish the Alive and Kicking Goals
project and also for creating a suicide prevention
DVD – which has been an invaluable tool in helping
to reach out to youth.

Nathan Green
Nathan Green received the Junior Male Sportsperson of the Year.
Originally from Looma, 18-year-old Nathan has a bright future.
He received the NAIDOC award in recognition of his hard work
over the past few years. Nathan came to Broome four years ago
and attended Broome Residential College. Since then, he’s been
working as a trainee for B&J Building Consultants. Earlier this

year, he participated in the STEP (Structured Training Employment
Programme) and is looking forward to completing his training to
become an apprentice with the company. He is also a talented
football player and said he hopes to be a role model for other
young Indigenous people to follow their dream.

Mirrilingki
Several volunteers at Warmun Retreat Centre (Mirrilingki)
have worked to upgrade some of the facilities at the Centre
which is now in sparkling condition and ready to welcome the
many individuals and groups who will use the facilities in the
days and months ahead.

Alasdair (L) and Paul install new shelving at the Centre. Photo: J Brand

10 Kimberley Community Profile OCTOBER 2011

From left, Janyne Brand, Margaret Meade and Joan McPherson
are more than happy doing laundry duty in the laundry with its
newly restored flooring. Photo: A Brand

WYD2011 Pilgrimage
By Bishop Christopher Saunders, Bishop of Broome
Twenty four
pilgrims from the
Kimberley were joined
by four Indigenous
youth from the National
Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Catholic
Council (NATSICC) to
attend World Youth Day
(WYD) 2011.
The highlight for
me was seeing the
youth themselves grow
spiritually during their
journey in faith. We
landed in Lisbon, Portugal
and drove by bus to
Fatima - the sight of an
apparition of the Blessed
Virgin Mary that took
place in 1917.
The pilgrims were
impressed by the obvious
devotion and sincerity in
worship among the tens
of thousands of visitors
to the shrine. Faith was a
driving force among the
believers who came from
all over the world and
from a host of different

cultures. Here, as in
the entire pilgrimage
experience of WYD,
people united in faith, in a
peace loving environment
that demonstrates the
potential of humanity
to act in harmony when
deeply and prayerfully
motivated.
The entire pilgrimage
was an action packed
series of experiences
overlaid with significant
moments of prayer,
devotion and meditation.
It was a journey of
self discovery and a
personally demanding
journey in faith. Seeing
the Holy Father, Pope
Benedict, in Madrid,
confirmed in us all the
reality of the Pontiff as
a unifying force whose
words and example
inspire us to live as one in
Christ.
I have been on three
WYD pilgrimages so
far and this pilgrimage
was the best one for

From left, Archbishop Denis Hart, Archbishop John Bathersby, Archbishop Mark
Coleridge, Bishop Christopher Prowse, Archbishop Philip Wilson and Bishop Peter
Ingham were among the Australian Bishops gathered for WYD2011.

me. This sentiment is
shared by others who had
accompanied us before. It
wasn’t just the itinerary;
I think we have learnt
how to make the ancient
notion of pilgrimage work
properly.
Pilgrimages sometimes
lasted years in ancient
times. Today we compress
those faith journeys into
mere days and struggle to
make sure the participants
are not tourists but
truly pilgrims. Pilgrims
get out from under the
pedantic veneer of travel
and appreciate where
they are on a higher
plane of consciousness,
always aware that they

are travelling not just to
a place but to a level of
living a faith and a way
of life.
The celebration of the
WYD Mass in Madrid
involving 1.6 million
people would have to be
a highlight - whenever
has there been such a
crowd of people moving
together in peace? The
Australian gathering
in Madrid of over four
thousand Aussie pilgrims
was a real hoot, a concert
of joy and happiness that
set the tone for the week.
Ancient walled cities
like Avila and Burgos
were impressive and
memorable - architectural
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WYD2011 Pilgrimage

The walled city of Avila in Spain.

testimonies to a living belief.
The beautiful harbour of San
Sebastian provided a place for us
to rest for a couple of days and
the review we conducted was
a useful experience for us all.
Fatima and Lourdes were and are
overwhelmingly moving pictures
of a rich devotion to God and all
those aspects of faith we hold
dear to us.
I am sure that, if they can

Clare, Fr Daniel, Sabrina, Soleil and Arlene relax in the park, Madrid, Spain.

afford it, we shall have many
pilgrims joining us again on
the next pilgrimage to WYD to
Rio de Janeiro or perhaps on a
special pilgrimage to the Holy
Land - both projects presently
on the horizon. Anyone
thinking about joining us on
a future pilgrimage should
talk to some of the pilgrims
who came along this time for
a first hand insight into the

Marco, Alex, Michael and Kenneth at the candle lit procession in Lourdes,
France.
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Tasha, Stefania and Imelda in Salamanca, Spain.

Kimberley pilgrims met other pilgrims from all over the world in Avila, Spain.

WYD2011 Pilgrimage

Fr Matthew, Bishop Christopher, Frs Daniel and John after Mass in
the Chapel of St Ignatius Loyola, Spain.

wonder of such an experience.
Youth who come to WYD will
meet countless numbers of
other youth from all over the
world. There they can share
their faith in an encouraging
and exciting environment of
friendship. They will learn to
see beyond the ordinariness of
mere travel for its own sake
and they will learn more about

T’Allanah and Lee Anne at Lourdes,
France.

themselves. WYD promises
insights into the exotic and
the splendid while nurturing
the inner self, so developing
a right relationship with God
and neighbour in Christ. Real
growth in faith and maturity
was truly evident among the
pilgrims at WYD Madrid 2011.
It was a pleasure and a lasting
joy to be there with them.

San Sebastian, on the Atlantic Ocean, a beautiful port town, in the north of Spain not far from the border with
France. Here the pilgrims reviewed the details of their pilgrimage.

Robert Dann at the Shrine of Our Lady in Lourdes,
France.

Our Lady of Fatima Shrine, Portugal.
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People Stories
Brian Kane
By Nicola Kalmar

privilege to work with several great
Brian Kane still recalls the moment he
principals, committed staff and engaging
first set foot in Broome 33 years ago. Like
students.”
other teachers at the time, he intended to
During his time in the Kimberley, Brian
move on after a few years, but with a little
persuasion from former parish priest
Father McMahon, Brian decided to
stay for another year – and has never
looked back.
He was introduced to Nulungu
College – now St Mary’s College
and discovered a love of Broome, its
students and the lifestyle.
“They became part of my family,”
he says. “The students and the people
have kept me here.”
Originally from Melbourne, Brian
arrived in Broome after travelling and
working overseas as a volunteer in
Papua New Guinea, India and Asia,
before he “found the Kimberley.”
Brian says he has always been
interested in other cultures and
wanted to work in a multicultural
environment.
“My travel experiences broadened
my knowledge – and then I found
Broome and I knew that’s what I
wanted.”
Brian soon found his niche in
Broome – engaging students through
religion and music among other
things. “I’ve probably taught half the
Kimberley how to play the guitar,” he Photo: J Grimson
laughs.
met the love of his life, Kate, also a teacher.
A lifelong football fan, Brian also
They have been happily married for 15
played with the Saints Football Club, and
years.
is a life member of the West Kimberley
Brian’s passion for teaching and
Football Association.
inspiring students saw him receive a
As well as seeing the college develop
reconciliation award, and a CEO award for
over the years, Brian has taught two
30 years of teaching.
generations of students which has given
His other passion of course, is his
him a lot of satisfaction. “It’s been a

Catholic faith. “It has always been central
to my life – it has given me purpose.”
Brian can still recall his memorable
first mass in Broome. “It was so informal
compared to what I was used to,”
he grins. “Dogs were going into the
church; there was friendliness, a mixed
congregation and wonderful music.”
Brian soon helped to uplift the
congregation at mass every Saturday
night as the organ player – a role he
was to continue for an incredible 20
years.
Over the years, Brian says he’s
formed a close connection with
indigenous people - describing their
culture as “spiritual and very uplifting,”
and also formed many lasting
relationships along the way.
Brian says he’s grateful for the
continuous support he’s received
from people including the Christian
Brothers, the Sisters of St John of God,
Sisters of Our Lady of the Mission,
bishops and priests.
Brian says one of the biggest
lessons he’s taken from his long
career is simply to listen, and believes
the secret to his teaching success is
building a rapport with his students.
“Kids are optimistic – they always
look on the bright side. Adults tend
to complain a bit, but children are
optimistic and full of fun.”
When he’s not engaging students,
Brian enjoys camping, fishing and the
environment.
After more than 30 years, it’s clear
Brian’s place firmly rests in Broome, and
he looks forward to inspiring the next
generation of students while enjoying life in
the Kimberley to the full.

Congratulations
• Complete professional
mechanical services
• Vehicle maintenance & repairs
• All makes and models
• 4WD specialists
• Radiator repairs & replacement – Natrad specialist
• Natrad air conditioning repairer

Phone: (08) 9192 1526 2 Florence Way, Blue Haze Broome, WA
Email: promecnatrad6@bigpond.com
MRB3436
AU23091
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Catholic Church Insurances
(CCI) will celebrate 100 years
of serving Church on 22
November 2011.
We take this opportunity to
congratulate and acknowledge
this quiet achiever for its
dedicated service to Church
for the past 100 years and wish
them well for the future.
Well known in the north
as the face of CCI, Nunzio
Papotto (pictured), visited
Broome in August to look
after the insurance needs of
Kimberley clients.
Photo: CAS

Notre Dame KIMBERLEY
Your story is part of our journey:
Reflections on the Campus during Graduation week

By Matthew Hill

These days Broome isn’t considered as remote
our Graduation week events where we listened
is important to reflect on the arrival of the
and isolated as in the ‘old days’. Hop on a
to graduating student Janelle Walford state in
University here in Broome because in spite of
historical difficulties and impossibilities met
plane and in a few hours you are in Perth or
her Valedictory Address, “I would not have
Melbourne. However, regardless of the ease of and overcome, we find a point of reference
been able to reach my goal of becoming a
for today and encouragement and faith for the
travel, we live in an isolated part of Australia,
teacher without the Broome Campus.” During
future. Today we live with different challenges
and in many cases, the world. We’re closer to
this time we also had the annual Nulungu
Bali than Perth with only a few tens of
Reconciliation Lecture where our
thousands of people spread across the
2011 speaker, June Oscar, remarked
vastness of the Kimberley landscape.
“ten years ago I graduated from
Some have spent all their lives here
this Campus with a Bachelor of
while others are considering staying
Commerce degree. I had no idea
because they enjoy the lifestyle and
then where my life would take
the environment. In amongst this
me, but looking back I don’t think
melting pot of locals, part-timers,
I could have thrown myself into
travellers and others there exists a
the community and economic
university – The University of Notre
development work that I have done
Dame Australia.
over the last decade without the
The University has a rich history
analytical tools and methodological
full of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
approaches to gathering evidence that
education and community pioneers
I learned at Notre Dame.”
and visionaries who were the driving
Listening to these two
force behind the establishment of the
remarkable people and witnessing
Campus. Without these legendry
the 2011 graduating group, with their
and tenacious people it would
diversity and the real tangible joy and
not have been possible to have a
sense of achievement that was part
university in the Kimberley. These
of these events, shed a positive light
Monsignor Paul Boyers VG blesses the crosses, to be presented to graduands at
inspired individuals wanted the
on the road ahead which will open
the Graduation Mass celebrated in Nulungu Chapel Broome. 190811 Photo: J Grimson up greater possibilities. This Campus
best educational opportunities for
no smaller or less than those experienced
people, right here, close to where they came
is part of the community, and as Stephen
in the early days of the Campus. We also
from without the need to travel south. They
‘Baamba’ Albert likes to say, “This University
experience many rewarding moments. For
didn’t shy away from the overwhelming risks
is my University.” This is your place and we
example, towards the end of August we held
of remoteness and economic challenges. It
are here to make your story part of our journey.

Research project attracts significant grant
A research project focused on
the transition of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander students
into higher education has won a
significant grant for staff on The
University of Notre Dame
Australia’s Broome Campus.
The $220,000 grant will
fund the Nulungu project which
will contribute to the ‘body of
work around the transition of

under-represented Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
students into higher education’.
Professor Lyn Henderson
Yates said “Nulungu Centre for
Indigenous Studies is very
excited at successfully winning
its first prestigious and
substantial Australian Learning
and Teaching Council (ALTC)
grant.

Notre Dame Broome’s Education student Michelle Gregory of Broome with young
students at St Mary’s College. Photo: UNDA Perth

Improving Indigenous graduation rates

Nulungu Research Assistant, Anna Dwyer; Professor Lyn Henderson-Yates; Nulungu
Researcher and Lecturer Steve Kinnane; Nulungu Research Coordinator, Bruce
Gorring and Peter Dawson. Photo: UNDA Perth

Among other significant happenings at
the Broome Campus in August was a
visit from UNDA Aboriginal student,
Peter Dawson, who spoke with
lecturers and students about improving
Year 12 graduation rates of Indigenous
students through the unique mentoring
program which is offered by the
Australian Indigenous Mentoring
Experience (AIME).
As the only university with an
established campus in the North West,
Notre Dame’s Broome Campus has a
unique opportunity to engage with

high school students in the region.
Notre Dame’s Nulungu Centre
for Indigenous Studies at the
Broome Campus has a vision of
providing excellence in teaching,
research and the valuing of
community based Indigenous
knowledge.
Deputy Vice Chancellor and
Director of Nulungu, Professor Lyn
Henderson-Yates, said strategies
which provided Indigenous students
with increased support to further
their education were vital.
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Father McMahon Place –
serving the marginalized in our community
By Bill Worth		

The new homeless facility
in Robinson Street Broome
was established to provide
assistance to the marginalized
in our society. The Centre, the
first of its kind in Broome, was
blessed and opened in August
and whist providing meals
and clothing on a needs basis
also offers a modern ablutions
block which gives the users
the opportunity to freshen up.
When the Centre was
nearing completion the
question arose as to what
it should be named. The
Centacare Kimberley Board
suggested to the Bishop that
the name of the facility might
be Father McMahon Place,
in honour of the late Father
Michael McMahon SAC
(Pallottine), the one-time
Administrator of the Cathedral
Parish. His love and dedication
to the poor and marginalized
was widely recognized during
his long tenure as Rector
in the Parish and the Board
Chair, Father Matthew Digges,
concluded that this was a fitting
memorial to Fr McMahon, and
more importantly to the work
of his apostolate.
“The Place is now so
fittingly named,” said Bishop

Christopher Saunders, at
the official opening and
blessing. “We have also put
this essential service under
the patronage of St Martin
de Porres and in due time a
statue to the noble saint who
cared for the poor so admirably
will be erected.” Thanking
Lotterywest, the Government
of Western Australia and the
Australian Federal Government
through FaHCSIA, the Bishop
expressed gratitude to their
representatives on the day.
“Without the help of Lotteries
and FaHCSIA this project
would never have seen the
light of day. The need for it is

obvious but still without the
motivation to attend to this
need in the community we
would still be at the drawing
board stage. To this I add
my thanks to a host of other
benefactors who pushed this
plan and its construction over
the line. Some key variations
and rising costs threatened its
completion a few times but
people put their hands in their
pockets and in fits of kindness
they rose to the occasion! The
names of many of them will
be recorded on a board of
benefactors but some prefer to
remain anonymous. To them
all I say a hearty thank you.

Bear in mind also that much
assistance came in kind.
The architects, Sue Thomas
and her firm, Engawa, have
done their essential work
gratis no matter the many
hours invested in bringing
the work to fruition. Full
Boar Construction and
their principal Matt Stanley
have likewise kindly done
much to reduce costs on the
building, absorbing some
significant sums themselves.
The community generally
has been much involved in
getting this moving - with
people like Kim Courtney
arranging for the landscaping
and BK of BK Signs going
that extra mile and stepping
up when things were needed
to be done. To these and many
others we are truly grateful
for your willingness to help in
such a magnanimous way.”
“I also congratulate
Centacare, Lynne Slocombe
and her staff, for their
preparedness to manage
Father McMahon Place and
I am confident it will go
some way to alleviating the
misery experienced by too
many people living on our
margins.”

DONORS:

BK of BK Signs and Ross Clarke of Stonerage
manoeuvre the dedication sign into position
at Father McMahon Place. Photo: CAS

Welcome to Country was provided by Cissy Djiagween (L) and
Madge Yu, local Yawuru Elders. Photo: J Grimson
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Indigenous Coordination
Centre
Lotteries Commission WA
FaHCSIA
M Smart
P & J Walton
Engawa Architects
Full Boar Construction
Boral Plasterboard WA
M Cummins
AMW Electrical
Kimberley TAFE
Fielders
BK Signs
Quantum Eco Hot Water
Broome Mini Loaders
Carpet Paint and Tile
Northwest Shedmasters

Parish News
Kalumburu

Derby

Photo: V O’Meara
Photos: Sr M Scanlon sgs

Anneliese Rohr (R), Administrator at Kalumburu Mission, joins in the
imaginative game of a group of children for a delicious lunch in their
‘Kalumburu Mission Restaurant’ where they served an extensive menu
of soups, salads, roast beef pie and noodles with spicy fish and squid.

Gibb River

John and Mary Ross of Derby celebrated their Golden Wedding
Anniversary on 9 September 2011. They were married in the old
Broome Church by Fr Brian Murray in 1961. They celebrated their 50
years of marriage at the Derby Turf Club surrounded by their children,
grandchildren and extended family and friends.

Kununurra
In mid July 2011 Fr Warren Edwards from Our Lady of the Angels
Parish, Rouse Hill, Sydney, visited the Parishes of Kununurra and
Wyndham including the communities at Doon Doon, Mirima and
Warmun with a view to forming a sister parish.

Photo: CAS

When Clyde Russ moved to Gibb River as Coordinator of the
Nullagunda Aboriginal Community it was a homecoming of significant
proportions. Clyde was brought up on the cattle station at Gibb with his
siblings and parents.
He remembers the Gibb River Road when it was less than ordinary
and not so well travelled. In years gone by he has been part of a
mustering team pushing through the scrub chasing cattle on more
occasions that he would care to remember.
Although he has lived in Derby for many years now his heart has
always beat in tune with the bushland of his childhood amidst the
beautiful surrounds of the Ranges country some 390 kms north of
Derby, not far from attractive gorges and rugged headlands regularly
visited now by hosts of tourists.
Clyde and Linette have moved into their home at Gibb bringing
with them an enthusiasm and a determination to help community
members develop the full potential of this unique gem of a settlement.

Patrick Mung Mung blesses Fr Warren who recently visited Warmun community.
Photo: Fr R Koppula

Emergency Relief and
Services for Homeless
Centacare Kimberley provides emergency relief to families and
individuals in crisis situations and supports homeless persons
with outreach services including breakfasts in their Drop In
Centre. These Federally and State funded initiatives serve the
community of Broome and the Kimberley.
25 Robinson Street, Broome WA 6725
Email: centamanager@westnet.com.au

☎ 08 9192 2293 Fax: 08 9193 6298
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School News
Mulan

Kununurra

In recent weeks the students at John Pujajangka-Piyirn School in Mulan,
East Kimberley, have participated in The Paruku Project conducted by
the Paruku IPA. This project involved various artists and other
specialists, who came and worked with the community members to
paint, map, sculpt, weave and generally celebrate the many unique
features in the region.
The artists produced a painting of Lake Gregory and surrounds that
was made up of 48 small canvas sections. The school students then
added to each section an animal or plant that is indigenous to the area.
The finished product was stunning!
This project will be touring several venues throughout the country
and may eventually be on permanent display in a museum in Nevada
USA!

Photo: T Fyfe

The children of St Joseph’s Kununurra were lucky to have the Air
Force drop in on them very early one August morning with a hot
air balloon. Beginning at 6:30am the children arrived for a once
in a lifetime experience – a tethered hot air balloon flight over the
school oval. In groups of six almost all children got to
experience the joys of flying. When the wind unfortunately
kicked in, those who missed out on a flight got the chance to
operate the burners.

World Mission Day Appeal
Karen Lulu guides tiny tots Kirri, Arle and Nayleen with their painting.
Photo: L Coyle

Warmun
On Thursday, 1 September, Ngalangangpum School, in Warmun, held
its annual athletics carnival. With the focus of the carnival being on
healthy eating, students were given carrots to use as relay batons and
scored points for their healthy eating knowledge. There was a sea of
colour as staff and students
alike decked themselves
out in everything red, blue
and gold. Competition was
fierce as students gave
100% throughout the day.
Events included a crosscountry race, sprints,
relays, and even the longjump. A late-for-school
race ensured staff and
students were
simultaneously cheering
and laughing.
The winner at the end
of the day was gold which
ended up with the most
points.
Shaydean Purdie competing in
the late for school race.
Photo: D Turfrey
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All over the world Indigenous communities
share their faith – our faith.
Freecall: 1800 257 296

Please give generously
in your parish or visit
www.catholicmission.org.au

School News
Billiluna
Over the last few weeks, Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre at
Billiluna has been assisting Father John and the Mindibungu
Community to identify any families who may require Baptism for their
children.
On Sunday 18 September the Sacrament of Baptism was
administered to 18 young people, with water from Sturt Creek, during
the celebration of the Missa Kimberley. Many members of the
community gathered on the grassed area in front of the school to
celebrate with those who were baptised.
The school shared in the celebration by preparing an afternoon tea
for everyone and a special cake was made for the occasion.

Among the newly baptized - Paveleena Long with her little sister, Phattima.
Photo: P Sanders

Ringer Soak

Newly baptised, Mathon Long (second from right) with his Godparents, Brian
Darkie, Alex Fish and Lesley Boddington. Photo: P Sanders

Derby
On Sunday 28 August 2011, seven children from Holy Rosary Parish,
Derby received the Sacrament of Eucharist for the first time. The Mass
was celebrated by Monsignor Paul Boyers following which candidates,
parents and parishioners enjoyed a morning tea.

Photo: E Wrobel

Gerard Cleveland (R) visited Birlirr Ngawiyiwu School, Ringer Soak, and
explained to keenly interested parentis the impact of drugs on the individual
and in particular on an isolated community. His visit was sponsored by the
Community Capacity Building Project headed by Carol Garlett, Chairperson
of WAAETC (Western Australia Aboriginal Education and Training
Council), Department of Education Services.
Helen Slater, a teacher at the school, liaised with the Community
Chairperson and Carol Garlett to make this meeting possible. Over twenty
parents attended the meeting held between the Community Store and
Community Office.
One parent spoke positively of the experience, saying “It was very
interesting. I can see now how drugs can hurt our community in lots of
ways. We need to keep healthy to keep our kids healthy and at school.”
Another parent said, “I’m going to keep trying those things Gerry taught us
about saying no to our kids and to stop our kids bullying us.”

Gerard (R) in discussion with Christine Tchooga, Quaneisha Tchooga, Kylie
McDonald and Serina Gordon. Photo: J Ketteringham
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School News
Broome

Gibb River
First Reconciliation and First Communion were celebrated by
Bishop Saunders in the school grounds at Wanalirri Catholic School
Gibb River on August 8. Those who received the Sacraments are,
from left, Krishenda White, Dean Wungundin, Desiree White and
Ebony Side. After the Mass there was a morning tea and that night
a community BBQ and disco concluded the celebrations.

Primary Librarian Mrs Di Leitch interviews some of the book characters.
Photo: S Malak

‘One world, many stories’ was the theme for BOOK WEEK this year.
The Book Week parade at St Mary’s College Broome gave students the
opportunity to have fun, dressed up as their favourite book character.
Staff and students all joined in and enjoyed the celebration.

Photo: M Rohr

Residential College News

Photo: S Malak

Astuti Adung and Tenika Tree were among students in Years 8 to 10 at
St Mary’s College, Broome, who performed at this year’s Shinju
Matsuri Opening Ceremony.

Broome Residential College (BRC) houses students from
all over the Kimberley. Students come from as far north
as Wyndham and Kununurra and as far south as Marble
Bar. Many students come from the Fitzroy Valley and
the Dampier Peninsula. About half the students attend St
Mary’s College Broome and the remainder are at
Broome Senior High School.
All the students at BRC were very excited when
getting ready for the recent Athletics Carnival at both
High Schools. There were extra bus trips all over town
to find costumes, paint, streamers and glitter so that
everyone could dress up in their ‘faction’ colours. The
dining room turned into a festival of colour and activity
with faction shirts flying everywhere and paint being
daubed on faces. It was great to see everyone getting
involved and excited about competing for their faction.

LIFE - It is sacred

This is what your feet looked like when you were only 10 weeks
old. Perfectly formed? Yes! You even had fingerprints then.
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Miranda Mosquito, Clarissa Churchill and Katie Mosquito, all from the East
Kimberley, painted up in their faction colour. Photo: L Puckey

New Kids on the Block

Tom and Monica Vigilante, previously of
Derby and now resident in Broome, with
their son Anjo aged just three months.

Photo: CAS

Photo: J Grimson

Photo: CAS

Photo: J Grimson

Broome baby, Indigo Harrison with mum,
Clare, and dad, Anthony.

Fred Nyandi with his daughter Lexie, at
Gibb River.

Melissa Waina is the proud mother of Zariah,
now four months old, at Kalumburu.

Photo: J Grimson

Heavenah Puertollano with big brother,
Malakhi, and grandparents Stella and John.

Kimberley Kitchen

Fish with Hazelnuts
Originally from Poland, Alicja Wieszczeczynska has lived in Australia for over twenty
years. Three years ago she farewelled the ‘big smoke’ of Sydney and made a solo car
trip across the country to take up the position of Librarian at the Broome Campus of
the University of Notre Dame Australia. She has been enjoying all aspects of living in
Broome and continues to be amazed by the beauty, vibrancy and creativity of our
community.
Alicja has selected this recipe as it is delicious cooked with local fish, eg threadfin
salmon, and because it calls for two ingredients commonly used in Polish cuisine:
hazelnuts and semolina.
Ingredients:

Method:

4 portions of fish fillet (threadfin salmon is excellent for this recipe)
60 g hazelnut kernels (preferably roasted), chopped
100 g fine semolina
50 g parmesan, grated
1 egg beaten
salt and pepper for seasoning
butter for frying

• Combine nuts, semolina and parmesan, add salt and pepper
and mix well.
• Dip the fish in the beaten egg and press it into the semolina
mixture. Ensure that all sides of the fillet are well coated.
• Heat butter in a pan, add the fish and cook gently for a few
minutes on each side.
• Serve immediately with salad greens.
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Jesus has told us that as well as praying for his Love
for others, we also have to show his Love to them.
One way to show Jesus’ Love for others is to greet
them with a friendly word when you meet them.
Can you fill in the spaces with greeting words of
Jesus’ Love?

G_ _ _ t_
s_ _ y_ _!

H _ _ _ _!

G_ _ _ _ _ _!
W______
b _ _ _!
©2011Carmel -AnneEllen,rsm

In the space around Jesus and the children, write the names
of children and other people who need your prayer.
This month pray especially for them.
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3. __________________
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4. __________________

__________________

5. __________________
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On this Film Clip is a picture of your family spending
time together, showing Jesus’ Love. Draw what you
think you might be doing.
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Parish/Mass Centres
BROOME
Ph: (08) 9193 5888		
Fax: (08) 9193 6555		
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am
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W
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The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to
serve within the Diocese. Duties may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores,
building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping, transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance.
Placements are preferred for a period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be
considered. For further details and an application form please contact the co-ordinator:
Phone: 08 9192 1060 or email: volunteers@broomedioc ese.org PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA
Ph: (08) 9168 8969
Fax: (08) 9193 6555		
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com		
Administrator: Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times: Saturday 6pm Vigil
		

DAMPIER PENINSULA
Ph/Fax: (08) 9192 4917		
Email: sacredheartparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Bill Christy CSSp
Mass times: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
Sunday 8:00am

“BUILDING BRIDGES, NOT WALLS
Prisons and the justice system’
God, Our Creator,
We acknowledge the ancestors and original owners of this land, a land of wealth and freedom,
far horizons, mountains, forest and shining sand.
Maker and spirit of earth and all creation let your love possess our land and may we share in faith
and friendship, the gifts unmeasured from your hand.
We pray for all the imprisoned, those on the inside, whose confinement is obvious and those on
the outside, whose imprisonment is subtler.
We reach out in grace, knowing that human divisions are false, that we are not the innocent
praying for the guilty or the right praying for the wrong but people praying for people, the hurt
remembering the hurt, the failure reaching out in love to the failure in a single community.

HALLS CREEK

We remember those who seek to change difficult life stories, midwives of hope and agents of
grace.

Ph: (08) 9168 6177
Fax: (08) 9168 6197
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times: Sunday 8:30am
(when priest available)

We remember and pray for the victims of crime on the outside, knowing that we do not have the
luxury of black and white, the simple answer or the easy answer or the easy question.

KUNUNURRA
Ph: (08) 9168 1027
Fax: (08) 9168 2080		
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Raj Koppula HGN
Mass times: Sunday 8:30am

KALUMBURU
Ph: (08) 9161 4342
Fax: (08) 9161 4349
Email: kalumburuparish@activ8.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Nicholas Kipkemboi
Mass times: Saturday 5:30pm Vigil
Sunday 7:00am

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA
Ph/Fax: (08) 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Oliver Okoliej
Mass times: Sunday 9:00am

We remember and pray for the countless victims on the inside casualties of uneven playing fields
and difficult starts, dreamless futures and nightmare pasts.
We remember the whole criminal justice system and its process, those caught up in it, those on
every side and in every moment of it.
We pray a blessing on all those who enter prison.
We pray a blessing on all those who wait on the outside.
We pray a blessing on the world community.
Teach us to deal with each other with compassion.
Keep all of us mindful of your law of love so that we may temper justice with
mercy, exercise control with compassion.
May our motives and our actions conform to your will and fulfill your purposes
all the days of this life so that we may share in the life to come.
Amen.
NSW Network of Catholic prison chaplains

Available now from your Parish Priest
or collect one from the Chancery Office, 13 Barker Street, Broome. 08 91921060

Yesteryear
Images from our past

LOMBADINA		
Administered by:
Dampier Peninsula Parish
DERBY			
Ph: (08) 9191 1227		
Fax: (08) 9193 2463			
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
Sunday 9:00am
		

FITZROY CROSSING

Administered by: Derby Parish		
		

WYNDHAM

Administered by: Kununurra Parish

Saddle making at Lombadina Mission – circa 1960s.
Photo: Archives of the Diocese of Broome
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ABOVE: Jessica Morgan and Ryan Goodson were married in St Vincent Pallotti Church
Kununurra in July. Bishop Christopher Saunders (R) was the celebrant at the
marriage. Photo: P Haley 230711

ABOVE: Zarika Clements, originally from Kalumburu and now
from Broome, played in the Under 16’s AFL Girls Championships in
Canberra and won a handsome medal for her trouble. Rumour has it
she played very well. Photo: CAS

ABOVE: Sr Visitation Cidad, a Missionary Benedictine Sister who spent many years in
Kalumburu, now lives in Spain and was visited by Bishop Saunders and WYD pilgrims
from Kalumburu – from left, Raphael, Imelda, Lawrance and Mavis.
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ABOVE: Laurie and Helen Short were married in a quiet ceremony at
Nulungu Chapel recently by Bishop Saunders. Laurie and Helen
have been long-term pastoral assistants, volunteering from New
South Wales. Photo: CAS 310811

DESIGN BY CLEVERPUSS DESIGN, BROOME WA

ABOVE: Miss Kelly and the Confirmation candidates from Holy Rosary Parish, Derby,
on Sunday 18 September 2011. Photo: CAS

