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“Great joy for all people.
Today a saviour has been born.
He is the Messiah and the Lord.”
Lk 2:10-11
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Editorial
Youth well-being, grounded in Faith and Hope
The recent Coronial
Inquest into youth suicides
and death by self-destructive
behaviour in a particular
Indigenous community in
the Kimberley revealed little
not already known to the
vast majority of thinking
Kimberley people. Just the
same, credit is due to WA
Coroner Alistair Hope for
having taken the initiative to
conduct the Inquest on site,
in the village, in full view
of Community members
in a local Community
Council chamber next to
a busy village store. That
courageous move in itself is
recognition that community
participation and interest
should be regarded as
something desirable, to be
actively sought. That this
involvement and intensity
of participation by locals
were not readily achieved
during the Inquest remains a
great disappointment. There
was an obvious absence of
interpreters, an inadequate
provision of useful time
set aside for the Inquest,
insufficient communication
with key stake-holders, a
general lack of preparedness
on the ground before the
event so that too many in the
community were ignorant
of the proceedings, and a
considerable number of
people were summonsed
while only a few were
interviewed. All of this
detracted from what was
a most worthwhile
undertaking. In fact, the way
the Inquest was so poorly
constructed said a great deal
about how the business of
consultation and culturally
appropriate interaction ought
not to be pursued in remote
Aboriginal communities.
Nonetheless, the
Coroner’s Record of

Investigation into the five
young deaths that occurred
over a relatively short time
is immensely important.
It assists us to focus our
attention communally
and individually on a
harrowing problem - the
maintenance of well-being
among our youth. Finding
indisputable explanations
for such tragedies is a nearly
impossible task, yet there
is certainly an obligation
upon all concerned to
attempt to understand
the “unfathomable”. It is
imperative that we avoid
more of these senseless losses
that cause overwhelming
distress for all those involved.
In his findings, the
Coroner has examined
the evidence regarding
the lives of the deceased
and cites the most likely
contributing factors to their
deaths - the misuse of volatile
substances, the abuse of
alcohol, unresolved mental
health issues and marijuana
habits, together with serious
concerns about truancy and
very poor achievements in
education. The profiles of
those young people who
have died by self harming
over the past two decades in
other parts of the Kimberley,
in towns and in more
sophisticated settlements,
generally resemble those
of the five deceased in
question. Our problems are
widespread and not limited to
any one community. And that
precisely is the point we need
to take from the Coroner’s
report.
Our society in general,
and service provider agencies
in particular, need to become
more convinced of the
damage wrought among
Indigenous communities in
the Kimberley by drugs and
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alcohol. While significant
funds appear to be flowing
into the regional health
provider sector lately, there is
little evidence of noticeable
changes in community-based
education and associated
programs aimed at altering
prevalent drug and alcohol
abuse – the sort of abuse that
has contributed to senseless
deaths across the North.
In contrast, mental health
providers assert that useful
programs and facilities are
now being developed to
address the chronic shortage
of vital assistance in that area.
In the education sector
much more still needs to be
done to assist hard working
teachers and trainers. It
must be recognized that a
low rate of achievement in
remote schools is as much a
matter of truancy as it is of a
negative attitude to education
in many family homes. While
absenteeism among pupils is
rife all over the Kimberley,
very little has ever been
done to address this factor
that engenders failure
among too many students
in northern rural schools.
The issue of truancy cannot
be resolved by teachers or
school Principals alone. They
have enough to deal with
as it is. It is very obvious
that an authority working
alongside of the school, with
appropriate skills and a keen
sense of purpose, should
be established to work
creatively to remedy this
enormous obstacle to student
health and well-being.

Whatever we do to
combat the terrible scourge
of self harm in our society
experience has shown us
that it will be much more
effective if driven by lifegiving attitudes grounded in
faith and hope. KCP
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Christmas message
Hope for a peace filled Christmas
Christmas is the most appropriate
time for us to make a special effort
to pray for peace – for ourselves, for
our families, our neighbours, our
community and the world in which
we live. Even the corporate giants
have an aura of goodwill about them
at this time of the year. Their
publicly displayed seasonal
greetings confirm our hope that it is
not merely a time to be jolly but,
more to the point, that at this time of
festivity, peace and goodwill to
others have a better chance of rising
above the prevailing social,
economic and political gloom.
The wonder of Christmas is
shown in the way it fills us with joy
and goodwill – no matter the
troubles that surround us, nor the
worries which sometimes consume
us. Nothing can separate us from
the message of God’s generosity and
love. Not war, not economic

downturns, not hunger, not greed,
not self-indulgence, not even the
heartrending disasters we regularly
hear and read about. This may well
be the grace of God at work in us.
We affirm that the good news of
Jesus among us gives rise to a hope
that surpasses all sadness and
tragedy.

The child Jesus was born into
the world for everyone – believers
and non believers alike. He came
as a gift – to be the instrument of
God’s salvation. But, his presence
in the world was also to lift up our
spirits and to instil a new
confidence in all peoples. The
message of hope that he brought is
announced for all those in need of
love and respite from the terrible
disappointments of life. Peace in
our hearts and on our lips. Peace to
be shared and proclaimed; this is
the work of those who seek to do

His will. Christians have an
important part to play in this
imperfect world. The love of Christ
urges us on to be Christ to others,
especially the poor and the
marginalized. Many of our
neighbours, near and afar, yearn for
the gift of peace and hope which
Christmas proclaims; those who are
in prison, the asylum seekers who
languish in detention centres, those
who suffer the tragedies of war and
violence, those who mourn loved
ones lost in the calamities of natural
disasters. Indeed, Christmas
remains, even in faith-challenged
times, as a shining light of hope in
the darkness of despair. Our
positive thoughts, our generous
attitudes, our heartfelt prayers and
our deliberate actions of good will
for the benefit of others, lived out
in Jesus’ name, will surely bring a
lasting joy to our world.

And so we pray:

Father in Heaven,
may we be filled with love for you and for all those you have created.
Enable us to hear the joyful message of your son Jesus who dwelt in our midst.
Empower each of us to be a person of positive action and words
in a sometimes cynical world.
Let justice and compassion flow from us as it does from Jesus, our Christ and Saviour.
May mercy be ever on our minds, and forgiveness ever in our hearts.
Strengthen our faith and may we never wander far from your infinite grace, O God.
May God’s choicest blessings be with you and your families this Christmas and in the year ahead.

		

Ten Steps towards being a Peacemaker
6. Provide a meeting place
How we engage with our broader community has a huge bearing on the
common good. Where there is fear, intolerance or violence, the life of the
community suffers. Without dialogue, silence on issues of violence or the
threat of it can allow feelings of retaliation that can beget more violence. In
the face of violence in the community, parishes can provide a place for
peace and reconciliation to begin. As well as creating a safe space where
people are heard, community leaders can encourage and facilitate
community efforts for peace.
[Australian Catholic Social Justice Council]
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

Heard on High
This will be my last column for 2011 for the Kimberley
Community Profile. When I was wondering what to write for
this issue, I looked back to see what topics I had covered this
year.
One was a success story: the paper by Mark Green in the
ACSJC’s Catholic Social Justice Series about putting Catholic
social teaching into action in Timor-Leste.
Other columns – like most social justice topics – had the
look of issues that would not be solved in a day or a month.
There was a reflection on allegations that Australia’s unfair
dismissal laws were making it hard to make inroads into
unemployment. Another dealt with the question of whether all
Australians had come to terms with the idea of an apology.
As 2011 comes to an end, both industrial relations and
reconciliation with Indigenous people remain unresolved and
highly topical issues in Australia. As the Chairman of the
Australian Catholic Council for Employment Relations, Brian
Lawrence, said recently, the Qantas conflict and eventual lockout
of workers reminds us of what we have lost in the extensive
remodelling of Australia’s industrial legislation. ‘The Catholic
Church has been an advocate for the conciliation and arbitration
system,’ Mr Lawrence said, quoting Pope John Paul II. With the
erosion of arbitration powers, industrial disputes in Australia
may become more bitter, and low-paid workers may become
more subject to exploitation.
But the debate about refugees remains among the deepest
unhealed wounds in Australia’s soul. Humane voices might
seem very muted in this conversation, but there has been a
strong ground-swell of opinion from organisations and
individuals speaking up for conscience. I’m proud to say that
the Church in Australia has been among them.
In October this year, Australia heard from a man who had
personal experience of being a refugee. Vincent Long had left
Vietnam as a ‘boat person’ at the age of 18 as one of two million
people fleeing the country. Of those, one quarter are thought to
have died on their voyage – victims of drowning, piracy or
starvation. In 2011, this man was delivering the 2011 Rerum
Novarum Oration as Auxiliary Bishop of Melbourne.
‘I am convinced that Australia is what it is today because our
nation dares to welcome the unwelcomed,’ Bishop Long said in
the lecture. ‘We dare to afford the privilege of opportunity to the
underprivileged and a “fair go to the underdog”.’
Bishop Long’s words seem to be rare ones in the raucous
argument that is convulsing Australia at the moment. They are
an unashamed appeal to ‘the better angels of our nature’, to
quote Abraham Lincoln.
The Bishop of Broome, and Chairman of the ACSJC, Bishop
Saunders, said in a recent ABC interview that he believed that
Australians would soon become tired of the idea of locking
people away from the freedoms they are entitled to, and will
show the leadership that their politicians are not prepared to
show. As we approach Christmas, we can remember that we
heard angels on high once. We can hear them again if we listen.
My best wishes for Christmas and the New Year: I look
forward to being in touch in 2012. KCP

Kimberley Catholic Volunteers
At Warmun Retreat Centre (Mirrilingki) there is always
a number of jobs to do before the wet season arrives.
Alasdair Brand, Manager of the Centre, is given a
helping hand by fellow volunteer, Noel Hoolihan (L),
with the cleanup of leaves and overhanging branches in
readiness for the rains.

Photo: J Brand

Remembering the holy souls
Holy Souls are honoured in Kimberley parishes in a variety
of ways. In Broome, as in some other communities, graves
are tidied up and decorated by relatives and friends before a
Mass is said and the graves are blessed. Here Danielle Mills
spends a quiet moment in front of her grandmother’s grave.

Photo: CAS
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Briefly Speaking
Josh Sibosado of
Broome has taken out
the Master Builders
Association Regional
Apprentice of the Year
having first taken out
the regional apprentice
award for the
Kimberley and Pilbara.
Josh, seen here with
his mother Pat at the
Awards dinner in
Perth, is an apprentice
boilermaker and active
community member in
Broome.
Photo: MBA Geraldton

Rev Deacon Des
Neagle, from
Brisbane QLD,
came to the
Kimberley Mission
in October to spend
some time looking
at the work of the
Church in Broome
and other locations.
Travelling with
Bishop Christopher
Saunders he spent
some time in Halls
Creek Parish
visiting Yaruman
(Ringer Soak).
Later, with Rev
Deacon Frank
Birrell, he drove an
Photo: CAS
hour and a half to Warmun settlement, further along the
Great Northern Highway, where he saw the new buildings
constructed to replace those destroyed by the floods earlier
this year. Rev Deacon Des is one of several Married
Deacons in the Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane. He and
his wife Lorraine have three adult male children. After a
career in the Australian Army, Rev Des undertook extensive
pastoral work in a Brisbane parish. He later studied to
become a Deacon and was ordained in 2007.
Kate Austen
is another new member
of the team at the
Chancery. Kate, a mum
of two small children
and a recently qualified
graphic design artist,
now provides the design
and layout for the
Kimberley Community
Profile.

Photo: J Grimson

John O’Hanlon is the new Diocesan Finance Officer.
With his wife Pat he is part of the team at the Chancery
and together they look forward to serving well the needs of
the Church in the Kimberley. John and Pat came to us
from the Gold Coast, Queensland.

Photo: J Grimson

Photo: J Grimson

Sr Jackie Ford (L) and Sr Marea Roberts (R), Sisters of
Mercy from North Sydney, have been carrying out pastoral work
at Curtin Detention Centre near Derby, where Jesuit Refugee
Services and the Diocese of Broome support the Sisters in their
ministry.

Georgie Bailey has
joined the Chancery
staff and is currently
managing Reception in
the Bishop’s Office.
Georgie, along with her
family, has been many
years in Broome and
calls herself a local
these days.
Photo: J Grimson
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Centacare

Caritas Kimberley
www.caritas.com.au

Send me an Angel
Before, during and after disasters strike Caritas Australia is there.

Further Lotterywest Funding
Monsignor Paul Boyers, Vicar General of the Diocese of
Broome, received a Lotterywest cheque from the Premier of
Western Australia, for the Diocese to use for the upgrade of
the multi-services building at Father McMahon Place, a
Homeless Outreach Service managed by Centacare
Kimberley.

Teresia informally adopted Angel when she was a newborn. Photo: Pendekezo Letu

Six years ago, a newborn baby’s story made Kenya’s
national press. Unnamed, unloved and dumped near a
slaughterhouse in Nairobi, her cries caught the attention
of a young woman who saved her. Martin Swinchatt, Africa
Regional Representative, tells the story.
The baby, wrapped in a plastic bag, was found with a
dog sleeping next to her. The dog was actually eating her
umbilical cord, and as a result, the newborn – later called
Angel – contracted a near fatal infection.
Now six years old, Angel lives in Huruma slum Nairobi,
with her adoptive mother, Teresia Wairimu, 38, and her
two sons. All members of the family are HIV positive, as is
Angel.
In 2008, Teresia gave birth to her third son, who she
delivered in an alleyway. Due to severe flooding the baby
was washed away and died.
With the support of Pendekezo Letu, (PKL) life is
getting better for the Wairimu family. They now live in a
new two-roomed house with basic household items; Angel
attends primary school; her 18-year-old brother is
studying mechanics and her eldest brother, 22, attends
secondary school.
Teresia is a member of a PKL-supported women’s HIV
support group (the 35 members are all HIV positive). They
hold weekly meetings where they make crocheted woollen
tea cosies; these are then exported to the UK and sold for
£10 each at a chain of tea shops in London. Sales are
expected to rise from 30 per month to 100 per month.
In order to supplement Teresia’s income from the sale
of the tea cosies, PKL has also provided her with a small
business loan to start a grocery shop, from which she now
earns a net profit of US $3 per day.

Mons Boyers VG in the kitchen of Fr McMahon Place. Photo: CAS

St Charles Day
At the feast day set aside to celebrate the Feast of St Charles
Borromeo and the Seminary of St Charles in Perth, the
Kimberley was well represented. Bishop Saunders was in
attendance as was Fr Ray Hevern SAC (L) who spent
approximately eighteen years at Balgo. Also at the Mass and
dinner were Tere Morgan from Kununurra and Chris Knapman
(R), a youth worker from Kalumburu, who spent a week at the
Seminary in preparation for further studies.

Donate online at www.caritas.org.au or phone on
Freecall 1800 024413.
Photo: CAS
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Kimberley Wild

WHITE-BELLIED SEA EAGLE

Catholic Mission
www.catholicmission.org.au

Scientific name: Haliaeetus leucogaster

Thamarrurr School, Wadeye

The White-bellied Sea-Eagle has white on the head, rump
and under parts and dark grey on the back and wings. In flight
the black flight feathers on the wings are easily seen when the
bird is viewed from below. The large, hooked bill is grey with
a darker tip, and the eye is dark brown. The legs and feet are
cream-white, with long black talons (claws). The sexes are
similar. As in other birds of prey, males (2.5kg - 3.7kg) are
slightly smaller than females (2.8kg - 4.2kg). The wingspan is
about 1.8m - 2m. Juvenile Sea-Eagles are brown, then slowly
come to resemble
adults in a
patchwork manner,
acquiring the
complete adult
plumage by their
fourth year.
The Whitebellied Sea-Eagle
is the second
largest bird of prey
en.wikipedia.org
found in Australia.
Young Sea-Eagles may be confused with the Wedge-tailed
Eagle, but differ in having a paler head and tail and more
steeply upswept wings when soaring.
White-bellied Sea-Eagles are a common sight in coastal
areas of Australia and are normally seen perched high in a tree,
or soaring over waterways and adjacent land. Birds form
permanent pairs that inhabit territories throughout the year.
The White-bellied Sea-Eagle feeds mainly off aquatic
animals, such as fish, turtles and sea snakes, but it takes birds
and mammals as well. It is a skilled hunter, and will attack
prey up to the size of a swan. Sea-Eagles also feed on carrion
(dead prey) such as sheep and fish along the waterline. They
harass smaller birds, forcing them to drop any food that they
are carrying. Sea-Eagles feed alone, in pairs or in family
groups.
White-bellied Sea-Eagles build a large stick nest, which is
used for many seasons in succession. The nest can be located
in a tree up to 30m above the ground, but may also be placed
on the ground or on rocks. At the start of the breeding season,
the nest is lined with fresh green leaves and twigs. The female
carries out most of the incubation of the white eggs, but the
male performs this duty from time to time. KCP

When you think of bilingual schools you might think of
countries overseas or of some exclusive and expensive school
in Australia. You don’t necessarily think of the Australian
Outback.
Wadeye (Wad-Air) is a remote town a few hundred
kilometres away from Darwin at the western edge of the Daly
River. With a population of just over 2,000 people, it is the
largest Aboriginal community in the Northern Territory made
up of 20 different tribes, speaking seven different languages.
During the wet season, the town itself is totally cut off and
only accessible by sea or air.
Murrinh Patha (Moor-in-Putt-ha), the Aboriginal language
of the town is taught to every student at Thamarrurr (Tam-ahRrah) School through to Year 3 and from then on only in
Religion class.

• Complete professional
mechanical services
• Vehicle maintenance & repairs
• All makes and models
• 4WD specialists
• Radiator repairs & replacement – Natrad specialist
• Natrad air conditioning repairer

Phone: (08) 9192 1526 2 Florence Way, Blue Haze Broome, WA
Email: promecnatrad6@bigpond.com
MRB3436
AU23091

Sr Teresa Ward OLSH with one of her students in Wadeye NT.

Sr Teresa (Tess) Ward OLSH has been teaching at
Thamarrurr School for many years and says that, “students
have a right to learn in a language that is their own mother
tongue.” English for these students is not a second language,
but a foreign one. Sr Teresa goes on to say, “Research tells us
that it is important for a child’s development if they are
learning in a language that they speak at home.”
Even though the students continue to learn Murrinh Patha in
Religion classes, Sr Tess would like to see the return of both
languages taught right through to Year 12 as they once were.
Sister says that former students who were taught Murrinh
Patha right through to Year 12 “have significant jobs”. This
includes one of the school’s teachers who qualified with a
Bachelor of Arts in Teaching.
“From their point of view, the child’s development is better
when they are learning in the language they speak at home,”
says National Director of Catholic Mission, Mr Martin Teulan.
“They learn spoken English before they begin literacy in
English which gives the students a context to understanding.
From then they are learning their Religious studies in Murrinh
Patha which speaks to their heart, their spirituality, in a way
that English cannot.”
Catholic Mission supports Mission in Australia, through the
Home Mission Fund, and around the world.
In World Mission Month 2011 the focus was on
Indigenous people of Australia and Guatemala. “We are
many people speaking many languages that express one
faith,” says Mr Teulan. KCP
send your donation to Catholic Mission,
PO Box 76, Broome Wa 6725
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The Year of Grace
Starting afresh from Christ
Pentecost 2012 is the beginning of a
‘Year of Grace’ first announced publicly
on the Feast of Christ the King this year.
It is to conclude at Pentecost 2013 and is
to be celebrated in every diocese in
Australia.
The emphasis is not so much on
‘doing’ as it is on ‘being’. It is not
another thing ‘to do’ – it is another way
‘to be’. The Bishops of Australia have
noted, in their decision to announce this
Year of Grace, that it is a call to
conversion more than education, to
prayer more than study.
The key elements of the Year of
Grace are prayer, listening to the

scripture, and liturgical celebrations.
The call to prayer is an invitation to
deepen our experience of Christ
individually in private prayer and
collectively through devotional practices
such as the Rosary and Benediction. The
Word of God made present in the
Scriptures will be another occasion when
the faithful will be called to allow Jesus
to speak to their hearts.
There will be liturgical celebrations
planned on the national, diocesan and
parish level.

in our communities and our world. We
ask: How is Christ calling us to move
into the future as the Catholic Church?

The Year of Grace is a special
moment in our lives dedicated to
discerning the presence of the risen Lord

Now is a good time for parishes to
explore how they might best live out in
Christ the Year of Grace. KCP

Mirrilingki
While rebuilding was taking place in Warmun
following the floods of earlier this year, Warmun Retreat
Centre (Mirrilingki) made its accommodation available
to the workers. With much of the work now completed
the Centre is able to provide accommodation and
hospitality for those groups offering personal support to
the local people.
In early November, Sr Alma Cabassi rsj, Diocesan
Family Support Worker, facilitated a Seasons For
Growth program, which is designed to help when dealing
with grief and/or loss.
Participants on this occasion were, from left,
Gwenette Nocketta, Serina Pinday, Jane Yalunga and
Melissa Martin.

Photo: J Brand
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Saint News

St Ambrose
Born: 340 - Died: 397
Feast Day – December 07

Ambrose was born
at Augusta
Treverorum in the
Roman Empire
which today is the
town of Trier in
Germany.
He became an
excellent lawyer and
was made Governor
of Milan, later
becoming Bishop of
Milan.
In those days the people used to suggest to the Pope
the name of the one they would like as Bishop, the
people of Milan chose Ambrose.
Ambrose was a great model and father to his people
and he showed the world that no human being, even if
he or she is the Emperor, is higher than the Church
and that everyone was the same in the eyes of God.
People were afraid of what would happen to Italy
when Ambrose died. When he became sick, they
begged him to pray for a longer life.
The saint replied, “I have not behaved myself
among you in such a way that I should be ashamed
to live longer; nor am I afraid to die, for we have a
good Master.” Bishop Ambrose died on Good
Friday in the year 397. KCP

Garnduwa News
Leadership camps for Young Women and Young Men were
held on the last two weekends in October at El Questro in the
East Kimberley. Young men and women from across the
Kimberley attended the camps and participated in a range of
events which are designed to encourage leadership skills.

Vatican Dossier

Pontiff Recommends Daily
Rosary
VATICAN CITY, OCT. 13, 2011 (Zenit.org).

Benedict XVI is encouraging the daily recitation of the rosary,
emphasizing that it is a tool to grow in the theological virtues
and a path for cooperating in the plan of salvation.
The Pope said this on
Wednesday at the end of the
general audience when he
gave multilingual greetings to
various groups gathered with
him in St Peter’s Square.

Tyrone Sampi is helped through the web of wires by his mates during a
team challenge Photo: R Campbell

In Slovakian, he referred to
the rosary as a “school of
prayer for us,” and he
expressed his wish that the
month of October, which is
dedicated to the rosary,
would assist in discovering
“the beauty of this simple but
efficacious prayer.”
The Holy Father invited
Portuguese-speakers to
“persist in the daily recitation
of the rosary.”
He reflected that through this prayer, families can be united
with Our Lady, and “fully cooperate in the plans of salvation
God has for you.”
A similar message went to Hungarians, when the Pontiff
presented the rosary as a prayer to “strengthen you ever more in
faith, in hope and in love.” KCP

Connecting with family
Tiffany Fernandez from Mulan (L) and CJai Parks from Kununurra leap
from rocks at Amalia Gorge. Photo: B Minichilli

Liz and Ivan Davie, parishioners of Broome, recently visited
relations in Europe. Liz, far right, is seen here with some of
her cousins when visiting her father’s (Bernhard Stracke) sole
surviving sibling, Tante Maria aged 95, in Germany.

Photo: I Davie
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Notre Dame KIMBERLEY
A Kimberley Perspective on the Three Rs:
Respect, Relationships & Reconciliation
On the final day of the exhibition Michelle
The University of Notre Dame Australia’s
Gregory started the evening with a prayer
Broome Campus, held an exhibition
she had written for the occasion. Hannah
exploring the spirit and challenges of
Beatty brought tears
reconciliation as part of the
to the eyes of the
Shinju Matsuri Festival. Isla
audience when she
Birnie’s design captured the
told of her lifetheme with the hand
changing experience
representing outreach, the
of teaching in
tree representing growth
Kalumburu, while
and the RRR standing for
nursing student Matt
Respect, Relationships and
Williams with his
Reconciliation. Sharon
ukulele had the whole
Davis, also an education
crowd singing From
student, created a papier
little things big things
mache tree and messages of
grow. The evening
reconciliation recorded
concluded with a
from the public via a Blog
group performance of
were written on different
a poem based on
coloured hands which were
Kevin Rudd’s
the leaves of the tree. Also
apology speech. The
exhibited were paintings,
depth and complexity
photographs, digital artwork
of the themes
and bark art. It was
Tree of Reconciliation by Sharon Davis.
addressed in all of the
astonishing to discover the
Photo: N Herrington
works, was very
hidden artistic talents of
staff and students. Visitors asked about the impressive and confirmed that the Broome
Campus is fulfilling its mission in
art program offered on campus and were
promoting reconciliation between
surprised to find that Teaching, Aboriginal
Studies and Nursing were the major courses Indigenous and non-Indigenous
Australians. KCP
offered.

Family re-united
Martin Cushens, from Victoria, recently
returned to the Kimberley to meet his
daughter, Christine Tchooga. This visit
to Ringer Soak also provided the
opportunity for Martin to meet his
grandchildren, Shadean, Billy, Junior
Stanley and their father Stanley
Matthews. Christine, Nida, Judy and
Janita Tchooga took Martin to visit the
ruins of Gordon Downs Station, near
Halls Creek, which renewed many fond
memories for him of his work as a
young stockman. Christine and Martin
both say “that meeting each other has
filled a gap in their lives and helped
them feel whole.”
(By Sr Alma Cabassi rsj, Family
Support Worker – East Kimberley)

Nurses sent out
On Thursday 6 October, Fr Matthew Digges,
Administrator of the Cathedral Parish, blessed
the hands of nursing students at Notre Dame
University, Broome. This blessing is the
symbolic ‘sending out’ of the students to put
into practice the skills and preparation they
have received prior to becoming an RN
(Registered Nurse) and graduating.
Fr Matthew, assisted by Sr Jennifer Farrell sgs, blesses the
hands of student Alexandra Townes, centre left.
Photo: N Herrington
Martin with his daughter Christine (R) and grand
daughter Shadean. Photo: Sr A Cabassi rsj
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Franklin rolls in

Kimberley Kitchen

Christmas Pudding Icecream
After a big Christmas lunch or
dinner sometimes the last thing
you feel like is a hot dessert. This
recipe is an ideal summer dessert
and combines the rich flavour of
Christmas pudding with
everyone’s favourite - ice cream!
This is a great alternative to the
traditional Christmas pudding and
for using up that leftover pudding.
“Mum makes this every year and
it’s a family favourite.”
Ingredients:
2 litres vanilla ice cream
250 grams of Christmas pudding
125 ml brandy custard

Photo: CAS

Dave Bell (with Santa’s little
helper, Lee) is presently
volunteering at Kalumburu
Mission in the far north of the
Diocese.

Method:
• Soften ice cream until it can be mixed through easily.
• Break Christmas pudding up until it has consistency of crumbs 		
and fold all ingredients in a bowl until well mixed together.
• Pour back into ice-cream container and place into the freezer 		
overnight.
• Serve plain or with chilled custard.

This is the first time a vintage 1927 Franklin has ever rolled
into Halls Creek. Proud owners Dave Rundle (L) and Geoff
Morris are driving around Australia having a delightful time
taking in the scenery at 70kms an hour while conducting
fund-raising for Care-Flight Australia, a worthy cause for
those needing emergency airlifts to major hospitals by
helicopter. While in Halls Creek they met Bishop Christopher
Saunders, himself a vintage car enthusiast, who was only too
eager to go for a drive down Thomas Street and up the
Highway of the East Kimberley town. The Franklin started
off in Sydney and after moving through the Kimberley will be
parked in the Pilbara for the duration of the wet before
resuming its voyage around Australia on National Highway
Number One next April/May.
Follow the journey on: rovingrundles@hotmail.com

Good tucker
Some food is simply ‘offal’ - like a selection of liver,
kidney and heart, eagerly consumed here by Dwayne
Birrell who rates this tucker from a kangaroo on top of
any list of healthy meat. Ranges country, Central
Kimberley.

Photo: CAS
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Catholic Church Insurances 100 years and growing strong
A proud history of ‘Serving Church’
Catholic Church Insurances has been
protecting
the interests of the Catholic Church in
Australia for 100 years – making it one of the
oldest insurance companies in the nation.
CCI is a part of the Church that it serves and
its story includes both a proud history and a
strong plan for the future.
For Catholic Church Insurances CEO Peter
Rush, the thing that sets CCI apart from the
crowd is its place within the Church itself.
“We understand the Church,” he says.
“The Church is a wonderful, dynamic, and
complex body and its needs are often quite
particular.
“Right from the beginning, our founding
principles have remained constant: to develop
specialist products and services which are
able to meet the needs of the Church; to keep
control of insurance costs; and to retain the
surplus within Church.
“While building on its heritage, Catholic
Church Insurances also looks to the future,
constantly evolving and introducing new
products and services to meet the changing
needs of the Church today and tomorrow.”
We’ve come a long way together
It all started back in 1911 when the
Catholic Bishops of Australia decided to
create an insurance company to provide fire
insurance for Church properties.
These humble beginnings marked Catholic
Church Insurances out as being unique among
insurance companies. It existed not to make a
profit, but to protect the interests of the Church
community and to return any surplus made
back to the Church community – in this way
helping to support the mission of the Church.
Since 1911 CCI has evolved from being a
company offering fire insurance for Churches,
Catholic schools, convents and other
properties, into a diversified general insurance
and financial services provider. Today, Catholic
Church Insurances provides insurance
products to Church and Religious Institutions
in Australia, including property, motor vehicle,
liability, workers’ compensation, as well as
partnering to provide personal insurance to
the broader Catholic community.
In 2000, Catholic Church Insurances also
began providing insurance to other church
denominations and is also proud to offer
a Church owned investment management
service.
In all its operations, Catholic Church
Insurances’ mission is to serve Church.
We belong to the Church
Catholic Church Insurances understands
the Church because it is part of the Church.
“We are owned by the Catholic Dioceses
and Religious Institutes of Australia, which
are represented on the Board of Directors,” Mr
Rush says.
“As a wholly Church owned business, our
responsibility to our Church clients is much
greater than that of a commercial insurer.
Above and beyond meeting prudential and

regulatory obligations, our responsibility
extends to caring for our clients, our Church
community.”
With state offices Australia-wide and
dedicated account executives who travel the
length and breadth of the country, CCI is
committed to personally delivering its broad
range of services to the Church community, no
matter where they are at.
A different type of insurance company
Insurance companies can sometimes get
a bad rap, especially when it comes to paying
out on claims. Catholic Church Insurances is
a truly different type of insurance company –
one that genuinely cares for its clients.
“When Queensland and Victoria were hit
by catastrophic flooding in January, CCI hit the
ground running, activating our Catastrophe
Claims Incident Response plan which ensured
we were able to manage a larger number of
claims enquiries than normal and process flood
claims promptly,” Mr Rush says.
But CCI’s care begins well before disaster
strikes.
“We seek to ensure that all Catholic Church
organisations are adequately and fairly insured
by providing a diverse range of insurance
products to cover all insurable Church risks,”
he says.
“When our clients need us, we are there for
them. In the event of a claim, we act promptly,
not only to restore or repair the loss, but also to
support those affected.”
Serving the Church and supporting its mission
Who could forget all the wonderful
diocesan celebrations to mark the Canonisation
of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop last year?
Catholic Church Insurances was delighted
to help support these events to mark the
canonisation of Australia’s first saint by
providing a grant to each diocese in the
country.
Or perhaps you’ve been to a conference or
event held by a Church agency or organisation
– including the spectacular World Youth
Day Sydney - and noticed Catholic Church
Insurances as a sponsor?
Beyond its insurance operations, Catholic
Church Insurances actively engages with the
wider Catholic community to help support the
Church’s mission in pastoral, education, health
and welfare work.
Operating under mutual principles, CCI is
able to put Church interests before company
profits. When an operating surplus is achieved,
a significant proportion is given back to the
Church by way of dividends, distributions to
Catholic Church entities, and grants.
Catholic Church Insurances has returned
more than $223.7 million to the Church
community in the last 32 years.
Honouring our past while looking to the future
“It is our privilege to have been part of the
Catholic Church community in Australia for
100 years,” Mr Rush says.
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Today, the Mission at Catholic Church
Insurances remains stronger than ever – to
provide ongoing security to the Catholic
community by identifying and ethically
servicing its insurance and related needs.
“As we celebrate the Centenary of Catholic
Church Insurances, we look forward to
meeting the unique needs of the Church into
the future and to ‘Serving Church’ for another
century and beyond.”
Why insure with the
Church’s own insurer?
The Church is not like a business or any
other charitable operation. Its mission is
unique and so are its needs. It requires a
specialised insurer who, being a part of
the Church, truly understands how best to
serve the Church community.
Some of the benefits of insuring with
Catholic Church Insurances include:
Guaranteed continuity of property cover
There are many benefits to the Church
owning its own insurance company, the
most important being continuity of cover.
Regardless of the size or number of claims,
CCI guarantees to continue property cover.
No other insurer in Australia would give
such a guarantee.
Fair settlement of claims Catholic Church
Insurances has an excellent reputation for
fair claims settlements. All claims inquiries
are judged on their merits and every
effort is made to provide assistance to our
clients where possible. At Catholic Church
Insurances, all third-party claimants are
treated with respect and dignity and in a
manner that reflects the Church we are a
part of.

You deal directly with the underwriter
Catholic Church Insurances is a licensed
insurer authorised by the Australian
Prudential Regulation Authority. Catholic
Church Insurances underwrites most classes
of general insurance.
Financial security Catholic Church
Insurances’ solvency coverage has
consistently exceeded the statutory
requirements. This ensures that you are
dealing with a very financially secure
company.

Peace of mind The master policies covering
property and public/products liability
generally provide immediate protection for
newly acquired property. In addition, up to
the value specified in the policy schedule, the
motor fleet vehicle policy generally provides
automatic cover on all of your vehicles.
CCI gives back to the Church community
Being a co-operative allows CCI to distribute
profits back to the clients of the company.
After claims, expenses and prudent reserves,
a distribution is made to share any profit.
In this way CCI supports many Church
activities.
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Ten steps to
Building Bridges,
Not Walls
AUSTRALIAN • CATHOLIC • SOCIAL • JUSTICE • COUNCIL

Summary

Building Bridges, Not Walls:
Prisons and the Justice System
In the Social Justice Statement for 2011–
2012, the Catholic Bishops of Australia urge
all Australians to think about the conditions
in our prisons, and to ask who are most
likely to find themselves there and why.
The Statement, titled Building Bridges,
Not Walls: Prisons and the justice system,
points out that between 1984 and 2008,
while rates of crime either stayed steady
or fell, the number of
Australians in prison per
100,000 people almost
doubled. The majority
of Australian prisoners
come from the most
disadvantaged sections
of the community: the
underprivileged, those
suffering from mental
illness, and especially
Indigenous people,
who make up about
2.3 per cent of the
Australian population
but about a quarter of
those in prison. The
incarceration rate for
young Indigenous
people is even higher.
The disproportionate
growth in imprisonment
has come about in part because of repeated
law-and-order election campaigns and
sensationalist reporting, which encourage
the idea that crime is out of control.
Certainly there will always be a need for
prisons, but it is time for Australians to ask
what they expect from their prison systems.
Is jail simply somewhere to warehouse
wrongdoers until they have served their
sentences, or can it be a place where

inmates learn to become responsible
members of the wider society? How can
we support those who have committed no
crime but suffer terribly because their loved
ones are incarcerated? This is an issue that
especially affects children with a parent who
has been imprisoned.
And what can we do to support those who
have paid their debt to society but must
overcome obstacles to
finding work, a place to
live and a place in our
community?
The Statement
celebrates the work of
chaplains and all who
work to bring hope and
support to prisoners.
Jesus Christ never
neglected outcasts
and criminals – in fact,
he sought them out to
bring them his message
of salvation and
redemption. Inspired
by the message and
ministry of Jesus, the
bishops present us
with five challenges: to
confront fear campaigns
about law and order; to
address the social factors that contribute to
crime; to maintain the dignity of prisoners;
to help prisoners after release; and to seek
practical alternatives to imprisonment.
No crime can diminish the fact that we
are all created in the image and likeness of
God. In our parishes and our communities,
let us consider how we can make a
difference for those in prison and seeking
bridges to a new life.

Associated resources
The ACSJC website (www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au) has resources available for
download free of charge. They include Social Justice Sunday Liturgy Notes,
a Power- Point presentation and resources for schools and social justice groups.
Prayer Cards and ‘Ten Steps’ leaflets can be ordered from the ACSJC on (02) 8306 3499
or by email: admin@acsjc.org.au KCP

1. Acknowledge the dignity of every
human being
As Christians, we are called to
acknowledge the human dignity of all
people, even those who have done great
harm through their crimes (Statement,
p.12). We are all sinners. Have you ever
wondered how easy it might have been,
in different circumstances, to find yourself
in court – maybe even facing a prison
sentence? Be attuned to and challenge
stereotypes and judgemental statements
about prisoners and people who have
served their sentences. Sir Gerard
Brennan, former Chief Justice of Australia,
said: ‘Prisoners, no less than the free,
are our brothers and sisters and we have
been silent too often when their human
dignity has been diminished’.
2. Support prison chaplains
Find out what you can do to support the
prison chaplains in your diocese or local
area. Contact your diocesan office to find
out who the prison chaplains are.
3. Support people in prison
There are many ways to support people
who are in prison: praying for them, writing
letters, or visiting. Any activity needs to
be engaged in sensitively and sensibly.
Contact a prison chaplain or a network
that offers support and training.
Some groups that do this are:
• Prison Fellowship, which suggests a
variety of prisoner support activities.
http://prisonfellowship.org.au/
• Kairos, a local community-based
Christian ministry that serves those in
prison and their families and friends.
http://www.kairos.org.au/
• Cana Community, which runs a
mentoring programme.
http://www.cana.org.au
4. Support prisoners when they are
released
Released prisoners often find it very hard
to turn their lives around. When they
leave prison, they will probably have few
friends other than other ex-prisoners.
As communities of faith, we can ask
ourselves what comfort and support a
person leaving prison would be likely to
find in our parish church (Statement, p.
13). Contact prison chaplains and support
organisations like CatholicCare and the
St Vincent de Paul Society, who assist
vulnerable people including prisoners
returning to the community. Finding
accommodation and employment is
difficult for them for many reasons – for
example, released prisoners often do not
have decent clothes and cannot afford to
buy them.
5. Support the families of those who are
in prison
A prison saying goes: ‘We do the crime
but the family does the time’. The website
for Kairos prison ministry says: ‘Often the
families, especially the women, are the
forgotten victims of someone else’s crime’.
The vast majority of women in prison are
mothers, frequently the sole supporters
of their children. Organisations like Kairos
(Cont. over)
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(Ten Steps...continued)
and Prison Fellowship work to support such families, often in simple ways
like providing transport for prison visits or buying Christmas presents for a
child whose parent is in jail.
6. Take up the challenge to engage in realistic critique
Whenever we hear prisoners being discussed in our parliaments or in the
media, let us ask whether the dignity of prisoners is being respected. Is
prison being viewed as a last resort? If we are expanding our prisons, what
are we doing to expand the health, education and welfare services that will
ensure that today’s disadvantaged children are not tomorrow’s prisoners?
(Statement, p. 13) How do you speak and think about prisons and people
who are or have been prisoners? Whenever you hear prisoners being
discussed in the media, in parliament or in social gatherings, be aware
of stereotypes and misinformation. Call talk-back radio, write letters to
the editor, or visit our local politicians, and challenge calls for tougher bail
conditions and sentencing, which put more people in prison for longer.
7. Learn about and promote alternatives to prison
While society does need prison as a last-resort punishment and sanction,
research raises doubts about its capacity to rehabilitate and deter offenders
(Statement, p. 11). Prison is hugely expensive. Australia spends about $2.5
billion on corrective services, and there are many alternatives that are more
effective and less costly. Some examples are diversionary programmes
(such as Drug Courts), conferencing and restorative justice programmes.
You can let your friends and colleagues know about these facts – and let
your elected representatives know that you support them.
8. Address the social factors that lead to imprisonment
Many prisoners come from a background of social and economic
disadvantage. A disproportionate number suffer from mental illness,
cognitive impairment or addiction to drugs or alcohol. Indigenous people
are also seriously over-represented. The bishops’ Statement challenges
us to ‘look for ways to support the most marginalised and include them in
the community ... Being tough on crime will be wasteful, unjust and even
counterproductive unless we are also tough on the factors that contribute to
crime’ (Statement, p. 9). What is being done to support vulnerable people
in your parish, school or local community? What can your parish, school
or local community do? Encourage the relevant politicians in your area to
address this issue.
9. Include prisoners
Prisoners are still members of our community, including our Church
community. They are behind bars, and cannot reach out (Statement, p. 14).
We can reach out to prisoners and their families to maintain the spiritual
support and practical concern and help. In our hearts, our homes and
community, let us ask how we can foster a spirit of understanding towards
those who have made wrong decisions in life and may even have done
wrong to us. As we gather to worship and celebrate the Eucharist, consider
how we can provide a place at the table of the Lord for prisoners deprived of
their liberty.
10. Learn and promote restorative justice
Restorative justice gives priority to repairing harm done to relationships
rather than to assigning blame and dispensing punishment. We can all
apply restorative justice practices in our day to day lives – in schools, parish
communities and families. Here is a simple exercise (courtesy Real Justice):
When things go wrong
• What happened?
• What were you thinking at the time?
• What have you thought about since?
• Who has been affected by what you have done? In what way?
• What do you think you need to do to make things right?
For further information:
http://www.realjustice.org
http://www.transformingconflict.org/Restorative_ Justice_in_School.htm
http://www.iirp.org
http://www.cg.catholic.org.au/faith_education/default. cfm?loadref=373
http://www.varj.asn.au/rp/education.htm
Other useful websites
Community Justice Coalition: http://www.communityjusticecoalition.org
Sisters Inside: http://www.sistersinside.com.au
International Commission of Jurists Australia: http://www.icj-aust.org.au
Youth Justice Coalition: http://www.yjconline.net
The Throughcare Jigsaw Group: http://throughcarejigsawgroup.org.au
Justice Action: http://justiceaction.org.au
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim the release of
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”
Luke 4:18–19
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Peter Ross

Born: 26 February 1927
Entered Eternal Life: 27 August 2011
Eulogy given by Hon Tom Stephens MLA

Peter Ross JP (aged 84), who
died recently in Fitzroy Crossing,
was a loving husband to the late
Casey Ross (Nyawanday), and
devoted and proud father of Joe
and Cameron Ross.
Peter Ross came from Catholic
orphanages of Liverpool in the
UK, into the care of the Christian
Brothers at Tardun, Clontarf and
Bindoon, before coming north to
the Kimberley in the 1940s.
A torn photograph was pretty
well all Peter had to display from
his childhood, and that was taken
at CBC Clontarf in 1939 when
Peter was 12 years of age. We
know from Peter’s own telling of
his story and from letters that he
wrote to a favourite priest back in
Liverpool, that “he never had an
unhappy day in his life”, and that
for the children who were not in
orphanages during Depressiontime Liverpool, and War-time
Perth, he “felt sorry for them”!
Peter’s first letter after World
War II, written back to Father
Bennett, who was the Director of
the Catholic Home for Orphan
Boys in Liverpool UK, was to
offer to send him food parcels
from the orchards and vineyards
and sheep farms where he was
working north of Perth.
Peter lived and worked on the
stations of the Fitzroy Valley,
as a drover, station hand, and

mechanic; windmills were his
speciality. He and Casey went
on to be foster parents and
hostel houseparents to dozens
of youngsters, before taking
up the task of undertaker along
the Fitzroy. For many years he
served as a West Kimberley Shire
Councillor and he was a long
term Justice of the Peace.
Bishop Saunders, one of the
many bishops and priests and
nuns with whom Peter had
become friends in the Kimberley,
wrote that Peter “was a man of
joy, determination, simplicity; an
authentic human being motivated
by generosity and a compelling
sense of justice.”
Peter arrived in the Kimberley
without family; in time he
became as one with the Fitzroy
Valley people, for whom nothing
was more important than
family. Peter was a larger than
life Kimberley character, an
extraordinary man and a natural
leader, who enjoyed himself
most when doing others a good
turn. He had a strong sense of
justice and fairness, never taking
a backwards step in their pursuit.
He was the roughest of diamonds
with a heart set in gold.
For what Peter has generously
given to so many, may he now in
turn receive a hundredfold.
May he rest in peace. KCP
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ALL SOULS DAY

Bishop Christopher Saunders, Bishop of Broome
On this mountain,
The lord of hosts will prepare for all peoples
a banquet of rich food.
On this mountain he will remove,
the mourning veil covering all peoples,
and the shroud enwrapping all nations,
he will destroy death forever. Isaiah 25:6-7

In many places throughout the
world, and indeed in a number of
parishes where I have ministered
in Australia, All Souls Day has a
special place in the spiritual life of
the people. A Mass is said in the
local cemetery where the graves
of deceased family members have
been tidied up and decorated in
preparation for the gathering of
the faithful. Sometime during
the Eucharist the priest arranges
for the blessing of all the graves.
Holy water, usually that blessed at
Easter, is provided for the faithful
so that they actively participate in
the blessing of the resting places
of their loved ones. At an evening
celebration many in attendance at
the special Liturgy bring candles and
lanterns, the light from which dispels
the darkness of the approaching
night reminding us that it is the light
of Christ which brings a shining hope
to all.
After Mass, family groups and
individuals sit around the graves
recollecting and praying for those
who have touched their lives and for
those souls who might not yet be in
the full presence of God.
On All Souls Day, as at every
funeral, we pray during the Mass in
gratitude to God for these human
lives, divine gifts to the world that
they have been. As we remember
the dead we commend them to
the mercy of God that they may be
cleansed of sin, completely sanctified
in Christ, to be free to experience
the beatific vision. We include in our

prayers not only deceased relations
and friends, people with whom
we have been familiar, but also
those whose death has never been
communicated to us. The Liturgy
prayed on this day is overwhelmingly
inclusive, drawing into our prayers all
those who await the fullness of their
reward; an eternity in the presence of
our loving Creator.
There is another aspect of All
Souls Day celebrations that is
helpful and instructive. That is, the
assistance which the Masses and
any associated devotions afford
us in dealing with the matter of
death in our lives. Everyone on this
earth is knowledgeable regarding
the inevitability of death but many
people do not know how to endure
the prospect of dying or how to
contend with the death of a loved
one – a spouse, a child, a parent,
a sibling or a close friend. This is
especially so in post modern times
where an all too common erosion of
faith has deprived many people of a
rigorous belief in the resurrection of
Christ and his victory over death. To
the Christian, death is not a taboo
subject. In fact death is a human
condition we live with! The person of
faith knows that it is merely a step to
pass through on the way to fulfilling
God’s plan.
Happily, at the time of a death
in a community, we also meet
families who have a deep faith and
what is most noticeable is that they
celebrate the life of the deceased
person confident in the mercy of

God and the promise of everlasting
life. For them, as the Scriptures
teach us, death has no sting. They
sorrow, they grieve, they feel the
emptiness that death often brings
but importantly they cope. More
than that, they enjoy the support and
strength which faith engenders in
them during this time of sad loss.
All Souls Day binds people
together in intention and worship
as demonstrated in the opening
prayer of the Mass: “Merciful Father,
hear our prayers and console us.
As we renew our faith in your Son,
whom you raised from the dead,
strengthen our hope that all our
departed brothers and sisters will
share in his resurrection, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, One God, for ever and ever.
Amen.” Further, the Liturgy assists
us to focus on our hopes and desires
for others, and subsequently, for
ourselves: “Lord, may our sacrifice
bring peace and forgiveness to our
brothers and sisters who have died.
Bring the new life given to them in
baptism to the fullness of eternal joy.”
On this day of the
Commemoration of the Faithful
Departed the Church asks us to
pray for the dead, with enthusiasm
and great joy, that they might see
God: “For this is the will of my
Father, that everyone who sees the
Son and believes in him should have
eternal life. And I will raise them to
life on the last day.” John 6:40
First published in Perspectives, on
CathNews, 28 October, 2011 KCP
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was sent to Malvern, Victoria, where
he taught the middle Secondary
classes for two years and was then
transferred to Dandenong to teach
Senior classes, to become involved
in retreat and camp work with the
students and eventually he became
Principal. He was there for fourteen
years during which time he became
involved with the State Education
Curriculum organizations, with the
local parish council and monitored
the rapid expansion of St John’s
College.

Br Leo Scollen, FSC
Born: 23 April 1939
Entered Eternal Life: 14 October 2011

Br Leo was born in Parramatta
and educated there by the Sisters
of Mercy and the Marist Brothers
until the family moved to Bathurst,
where he came under the influence
of the De La Salle Brothers. He
was inspired by the friendliness,
enthusiasm and spirituality of the
Brothers who taught him and he left
home to join the Junior Novitiate in
Castle Hill just after his 13th birthday.
Because of a speech impediment
which seemed to increase in the
closed environment of the Training
College he was told to leave and
arrangements were made to continue
his studies with the Marist Brothers
at Parramatta, as the family had now
moved back there from Bathurst.
After completing his Leaving
Certificate at Parramatta he spent
the next four years making his
Novitiate and Scholasticate at Castle
Hill. He then taught for six years
in Katoomba, whilst completing his
initial University Studies and being
involved in Boarding College duties.
When St Bernard’s College closed he
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Following the inspiration of General
Chapters of the Brothers in Rome he
directed the attention of the Brothers
to involvement with the poor in terms
of the Aboriginal people and spent
seventeen years at Balgo Hills in the
Kimberley where he was Founding
Principal of Luurnpa Catholic
School and Director of the Brothers’
community. He worked with the local
community to help preserve their
language and culture whilst at the
same time introducing a Secondary
section to the school and widening
the students’ experience of the
outside world.
In 2001, Br Leo was asked to go
to Papua New Guinea where he
became Director of the community in
Hohola and Principal of the Hohola
Youth Development Centre providing
a broad based curriculum for older
students who could not find places
in the local schools. He was Area
Chairman of the Brothers in PNG
and also worked for the Archdiocese
of Port Moresby on various boards
and committees as well as with local
community organizations and the
parishioners of Hohola.
Br Leo died after attending a board
meeting at De La Salle College
Bomana PNG on Friday 14th October
2011.
May he rest in peace.

KCP

SMS message to
Br Ambrose Payne,
Provincial of the
De La Salle Brothers
(24th October 2011)

Br Ambrose;
I am flying in the East Kimberley
today and just now have asked
Mons Paul Boyers, my VG, to
represent me and the Diocese of
Broome, tomorrow, at the funeral
of Br Leo.
You would be touched by, though
not surprised by, the deeply
sorrowful response that the news
of his death has evoked - from a
host of people. To their sorrow I
add my own - together with my
prayers for you and the Brothers
for your consolation for surely you
will miss him - and I offer prayers
too for his eternal rest in the Lord
after a lifetime of selfless labour in
the vineyard.
He was for me typical of my own
experience of a De La Salle
Brother a picture of dedication whose life
was spent for the greater glory of
God.
Balgo and the Kimberley mourn
the loss of a missionary of great
spiritual stature, pragmatic to
the bone while relentlessly
determined like a true disciple
of the Lord.
Today we continue to build on his
work in the Kimberley, and notably
at Balgo, and we thank God for
this wonderful life whose presence
was a blessing
for us all.
May he rest in peace.
Shalom. +Christopher Saunders.
Bishop of the Kimberley Mission.

Warmun school goes under
When school principal Leanne Hodge
stood waist deep in water and watched
the Ngalangangpum School in the
Warmun Aboriginal Community being
washed away before her eyes she must
have wondered how the tiny community
in Western Australia’s Kimberley region
would ever recover.

A flash flood on March 14 2011 wiped
out not only the Catholic school, but the
whole community, forcing the evacuation
of 351 residents to Kununurra.

“It was a Sunday luckily, otherwise we
would’ve had to perform an emergency
evacuation of the school,” Leanne recalls.
“I got a call from Sr Theresa, who lives
down on the school grounds and she told
me the place was flooding. Initially I didn’t
think too much of it because it often floods

About 80 per cent of houses were complete
write-offs, the community store, the council
building – everything,” Leanne says.
Leanne quickly got to work, and with
teachers, school staff and other members
of the community, they began to clear out
the sodden school buildings and salvage
what they could. On top of this, she and
the teaching staff were also helping to
direct the air evacuation of the townsfolk to
Kununurra.
In the middle of this dire situation,
Leanne made a phone call to Catholic
Church Insurances.

“We got onto them very quickly and
within a week they had sent an assessor
out and they got us started in putting up a
temporary school,” she says.

Message from
Archbishop Philip
Wilson

President, Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference

The 100th anniversary of
Catholic Church Insurances is
a time of celebration not only
for CCI itself, but for the whole
Church community in Australia.

When the Bishops of Australia
decided in 1911 to create
their own insurance company to provide fire insurance
for Church property, they could not have envisaged
the sophisticated and diversified general insurance and
financial services provider that Catholic Church Insurances
has become. But despite its impressive growth and
development over the years, CCI has never lost sight of
its core mission – to serve Church. Anyone in the Church
who has endured difficulty or hardship, whether it be fire,
flood, theft, property damage, accident or injury knows that
they can count on CCI to get them back on their feet again.
This allows the various arms and activities of the Church to
operate with confidence and to concentrate their efforts on
the one great mission we all share: to actively love God and
our neighbour, and to be God’s presence in our world.
I am delighted to congratulate Catholic Church
Insurances on the occasion of their 100th anniversary.
I thank them for their outstanding commitment to the
Catholic Church in Australia and wish them every blessing
as they embark on another century of service.

Message from
Sr Anne Derwin rsj

President, Catholic Religious
Australia

“Within a half hour the whole community was flooded and the water
was up and under my arms. I raced to move the car to higher ground and
then watched the administration building go under.”

a bit in heavy rain, but by the time I got
down there, she was knee high in water in
her house.

“Within a half hour the whole
community was flooded and the water was
up and under my arms. I raced to move the
car to higher ground and then watched the
administration building go under.”
To make matters worse, the school had
recently completed a major upgrade of its
buildings under the Federal Government’s
Building the Education Revolution
program.

“I stood up on a basketball court and
watched it all go under; all our archives,
in fact the whole community’s archives. So
much valuable material.”
The water receded as quickly as it had
come up and when it did, it revealed a
picture of devastation.

“The whole community was wiped out.

The people of Warmun remained at
Kununurra for three months, while a
community Taskforce got to work on
making the town liveable again.
With Catholic Church Insurance’s
assistance, demountable buildings were
shipped from Perth, Halls Creek and
Darwin to set up the temporary school in
time for the beginning of Term 3 and plans
are underway to build a whole new school.
“Everything’s up and going again now,”
Leanne says. “We’ll be in this temporary
accommodation until we can rebuild,
which looks like it could take some time.
But the kids are enjoying it I think. We’re
getting there.”
INSET: The Ngalangangpum School
in the Warmun Aboriginal Community,
under water after a flash flood hit the
tiny community in March this year. The
school is back up and running now with
demountable buildings and plans to
rebuild.

It is my pleasure, on behalf of
Catholic Religious Australia, to
congratulate Catholic Church
Insurances on the occasion of
their 100th anniversary.

The recent major research
project into Religious Life in
Australia showed very clearly
the extraordinary number of
different ministries in which people are engaged. These
ministries, often walking with people on the margins of
society, can take us to far flung places in remote, rural
and regional Australia or to the centre of big cities and the
suburbs. On top of this work, a number of religious orders
are engaged in running schools, hospitals and aged care
facilities.

One of the things that allows us to undertake these
ministries with confidence is the contribution of Catholic
Church Insurances. Their deep understanding of the
Church, of Religious Life, and of our mission to make
present the love of Jesus Christ in our world, means that
over the years, they have developed an unrivalled expertise
in insuring our people, buildings, works, and activities.
Catholic Church Insurances has also earned a reputation
as a generous supporter of the Church community. We
only have to remember the many Diocesan celebrations
in honour of the Canonisation of St Mary MacKillop last
year to see how CCI’s support of such events enriches our
community and helps bring us together.

I warmly congratulate Catholic Church Insurances on
their Centenary celebrations and wish them every blessing
for the future.
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Parish News
Kalumburu

Broome

Travis Grant (R) can cook - and so say a host of other people who
can’t wait for a bit of fresh Kimberley beef off the grill at Kalumburu,
in the north of the Broome Diocese.

Tyrez Sebastian, supported by his sponsor Patricia Edgar, is signed with the
Sacred Chrism by Bishop Saunders. Photo: J Cambridge

Photo: CAS

An Art Exhibition showcasing the talent of artists from Kalumburu
was held at the Catholic Parish of Epping and Carlingford in Sydney in
October this year. The event was organised to raise money for the
Kalumburu Mission Youth Centre and featured artists such as Jemma
Unghango, Lawrence, Melissa, Cassandra and Kevin Waina, Georgina
Kelly, Regina Karadada and Jeremy Unghango. Thirty two of the
thirty five paintings on exhibition were sold in less than 24 hours! The
attendees, who numbered over 600, expressed their amazement at the
uniqueness of the art and the extraordinary talent of the people of
Kalumburu. Well done.

A large group of students, 36 in total, from across the Parish, received
the Sacrament of Confirmation at a special outdoor celebration of the
Vigil Mass at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral, Broome on Saturday
14 September 2011. The Mass was celebrated by Bishop Christopher
Saunders who was assisted by Fr Matthew Digges, Administrator, and
Assistant Priest, Fr Ernesto Cerutti.

Photo: CAS

Two toddlers, Lichelle Cecilia Dixon Manado (front) and Leiarah
Maria Tamara Jaffrey were baptised recently by Bishop Christopher
Saunders. It was a big occasion for families to gather at the Nulungu
Chapel, Broome.

Ringer Soak
Some of the impressive artworks on show at the Exhibition.

They are a fine looking mob at Yaruman (Ringer Soak), some three
hours drive south east of Halls Creek. Bishop Saunders paid a pastoral
visit to say Mass and meet Community members. Deacons Frank
Birrell and Des Neagle went along to assist at the Sacred Celebration in
October. 251011
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Parish News
Lombadina

Mulan

A group of ten, staff
from Catholic
Mission and teachers
from the Catholic
Education Office
Sydney, spent a week
in Dampier Peninsula
Parish recently to
experience life in
Kimberley Catholic
schools. They enjoyed
classes with the
students, bush trips,
fishing and cultural
activities with staff
and students. The
week was closed with
Mass celebrated by
Fr Daniel Kilala at
Christ the King
Church, Lombadina.
The group stopped off
at the Chancery for
this photo.

Photo: A O’Loughlin

Photo: J Grimson

On Sunday 25 September, a group of students from John PujajangkaPiyirn School in Mulan made their First Communion. Many local
parishioners, families and friends were present to celebrate this
important occasion with the children. Students are pictured with Parish
Priest, Father John Purnell who celebrated the Mass, and Ms Anne Kerr
who prepared the students. It was a special day, one that the children
will long remember! Mass was followed by a morning tea with lots of
party food and drinks. (By Les Coyle, School Principal)

School News
Gibb River
LEFT: In the last week of Term 3, some students from Wanalirri
Catholic School, Gibb River, travelled to Broome for a school camp.
They stayed at the Broome Camp School and had a fantastic time
participating in activities such as raft making, ropes course, wall
climbing, bike riding, surfing and boogie boarding, movies and
shopping. Everyone was so tired at the end of the camp that they slept
for most of the drive home!!!

Wyndham

Photo: A Side

RIGHT: The Wanalirri
Catholic School at
Nullagunda, Gibb River,
is set among some
beautiful trees but this
can also bring its
problems. Coming up to
the wet season some
trees need to be lopped
to prevent damage.
Such work is undertaken
by the school’s
Principal, Darren Side,
ably assisted by Jacob
Burgu, Ben Burgu and
Livarn Burgu - all keen
students who arrived
early at 6.30am.

Photo: CAS

Upper Primary students of St Joseph’s School in Wyndham had a taste
of the city when they travelled to Perth for their school camp early in
Term 3. Students had some memorable experiences which were shared
with students of Loreto Primary School, Nedlands. Enjoying ‘High Tea’,
going on a tour of Patersons Stadium in Subiaco and having fun at
Scitech were just some of the many highlights. Back in Wyndham,
students have been more than willing to share their stories with the
wider community.

Clockwise from left, Tony Noonan, Tim Hogan, Sunny Duinker, Gigi Hooper-Birch,
Lazarus Edwards, Stewart Dryden, Joseph Pedley, Hazali D’Anna and Erin Victor
enjoying ‘High Tea’ in central Perth.
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School News
Broome

Ringer Soak

Bridey Eggleton, a Year 8 student at St Mary’s College Broome, won
First Prize in the People and Environment Category, for Years 8 to 10, of
the 2011 FOCUS Environment competition, sponsored by Chevron
Australia. Bridey’s photo, titled ‘Deserted’, was taken at Warmun in the
East Kimberley.
Bridey was accompanied to Perth by her father, where she received
$200 in prizemoney and an additional $1500 for her school.

‘Deser ted’
Bridey Eggleton.

Students of Birlirr Ngawiyiwu School in Ringer Soak were invited by
the Principal and school community of St Mary’s in Williamstown
Victoria to attend the national launch of the ‘Kids teaching Kids’
program. Ten Year 5 students travelled to St Mary’s and were given the
opportunity to participate in classroom activities and Sports Day. They
also attended an AFL game on the weekend. These experiences, it is
hoped, will better equip the students to make a successful transition into
Year 8.

ABOVE: Bridey presenting the cheque to
St Mary’s College Principal, Alan Farley.
Photo: J Cambridge

Derby
Students of Year 1 at Holy Rosary School, Derby, enjoyed painting
Warnayarra, the Rainbow Snake. After listening to the story each class
member painted a section of Warnayarra that was then glued together to
create their masterpiece. (By Bernadette Mills)

Holding up their end of Warnayarra are, from left, Rhyland Martin, Miranda
Blanchard, Clay Wright, Elijah Medling, Jack Gerrard and Corbin Lawsen.
Photo: B Mills

Ringer Soak students among the huge crowd at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.
Photo: J Ketteringham

Beagle Bay
The Hon Louise Pratt, WA
Senator, opened the new library at
Sacred Heart School in Beagle
Bay, a BER project, on 6
September. The library also
houses the Reading Recovery and
the Religious Education offices
and is equipped with new
computers and Wi-Fi access. It is
an excellent addition to the school.
There was a great turnout with
representatives from the CEO,
service providers from Broome
Photo: G Rocchi
and Beagle Bay, community
members and parents. The ceremony included song performances by
the junior school students, an address from Mr Tony Treacy, Religious
Education Consultant from the CEO Broome, and Mr Paul Cox
(pictured), Chairperson of the School Board, placed a crucifix in the
library. (By Tristan Sarah)

WANTED: Volunteer Workers KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered.
For further details and an application form
please contact the co-ordinator:
Phone: 08 9192 1060
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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School News
Kununurra
Sr Catherine Warner will retire at the end of this year after working in
Catholic Education for the past thirty four years, including twenty four
as School Principal across WA. She has spent the last four years in
Kununurra as Principal of St Joseph’s School and in that short time
oversaw many major changes with building programmes and the
introduction and development of many curriculum initiatives for the
school. Sr Catherine will take a few months off before resuming work
within her Order – the Presentation Sisters.
Her love for the children has always been evident and she is seen here
with some of the Year 7 students preparing them for their graduation.
She will be remembered for her passion for the school, especially the
children (and the Dockers!)

Lombadina
This year, following the community culture days held in Lombadina/
Djarindjin Catholic School, teacher Miss Brigid put together two books
to record the events. Students Tammy Tait (L) and T’keyiah Bin Swani
(R) with the publications.

Photo: N Fejo

Among students of Lombadina-Djarindjin Catholic School to receive
the Sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time, on Sunday 20
November, the Feast of Christ the King, are, standing from left,
Cameron Ningella, Delaney Cox, Jack Chaquebor, Imran Ball and
Garston James, and in front, Annziah Mckenzie, Aiyeesha Shadforth
and Martikah Sampi.

Pictured with Sr Catherine are Matthew, Cassius, Braden, Braydon, Jessica & Kiara
(rear) and Lana and Chloe in the front. Photo: T Fyfe

Mulan
All at John Pujajangka-Piyirn School in Mulan, east Kimberley, are
very proud of John John West (pictured). Ever since arriving at the
school, midway through Term 3 last year, John John has not missed a
day of school. When the first teacher arrives each day, John John is
there waiting. He receives a special award for his impeccable
attendance performance at the final school assembly this year. Well
done John John! (By Les Coyle, Principal)

Photo: N Fejo

LIFE - It is sacred

This is what your feet looked like when you were only 10 weeks
Photo: L Coyle

old. Perfectly formed? Yes! You even had fingerprints then.
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Parish/Mass Centres
BROOME

Ph: (08) 9193 5888		
Fax: (08) 9193 6555		
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA

Ph: (08) 9168 8969
Fax: (08) 9168 8747		
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Administrator: Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times: Saturday 6:00 pm Vigil

BILLILUNA

Administered by: Balgo Parish
Mass times: Sunday 5:00 pm

DAMPIER PENINSULA

Ph/Fax: (08) 9192 4917
Email: sacredheartparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Bill Christy CSSp
Mass times: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
Sunday 8:00am

DERBY			

Ph: (08) 9191 1227		
Fax: (08) 9193 2463		
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
Sunday 9:00am

FITZROY CROSSING

Administered by: Derby Parish

HALLS CREEK

Ph: (08) 9168 6177
Fax: (08) 9168 6197
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times: Sunday 8:30am
(when priest available)

KALUMBURU

Ph: (08) 9161 4342
Fax: (08) 9161 4349
Email: kalumburuparish@activ8.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Nicholas Kipkemboi
Mass times: Saturday 5:30pm Vigil
Sunday 7:00am

KUNUNURRA

Fresh is
best
Wade (L) and Mick
make a good team
selling fresh vegetables
at Shamrock Gardens
near La Grange where
just about everything
grows in the dry season
including sweet
watermelons, superb
zucchinis and
tantalizing cucumbers.
Photo: CAS

God Our Creator
You have given us the earth, the sky and the seas.
Show us the way to care for your gift,
not just for today but for ages to come.
Let no plan or work of ours damage or destroy
the beauty of your creation.
Send forth your Spirit to direct us.

Yesteryear
Images from our past

Ph: (08) 9168 1027
Fax: (08) 9168 2080		
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Raj Koppula HGN
Mass times: Sunday 8:30am

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA

Ph/Fax: (08) 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Oliver Okolie
Mass times: Sunday 9:00am

LOMBADINA		
Administered by: Dampier Peninsula Parish
Mass times: Sunday 8:30am
MULAN

Administered by: Balgo Parish
Mass times: Sunday 10:00 am

WYNDHAM

Administered by: Kununurra Parish

Drilling an Artesian bore in Beagle Bay.
Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives
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ABOVE: Four young members of Kalumburu community received the Sacrament of
Confirmation in Our Lady of the Assumption Church on Saturday 4 November. With
Bishop Saunders, who administered the Sacrament, are (L – R) Junior Phillip
Jungine, Eric Milgin, Cameron Djanghara and Kimisha Burgu. Photo: V Claxton
ABOVE: Yves and Vicki Baudry recently completed their contract with
the Bishop of Broome as full time volunteers. Yves has worked in
Broome as Property Manager while Vicki has been the Finance
Officer for the Diocese. Having worked at Kalumburu previously, it is
only fitting that they should take with them a Kalumburu painting.
We thank them for their work and wish them well for the future.
Photo: CAS

LEFT: A beautiful statue
of Our Lady, by
Melbourne artist
Leopholdine Mimovich, is
now situated at the Holy
Place in Yaruman (Ringer
Soak) and is much valued
by students Mathan
Smiler, Sherise Kelly,
Renae Tchooga and
Zenneth Rex. Photo: CAS
ABOVE: Bradley Angus (L) and Jordan King, of One Arm Point, were
two members of the winning Grand Final team for the West
Kimberley Football Association. Jordan also won the best and fairest
on the ground, receiving the coveted Father McMahon Medal.
Photo: CAS
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ABOVE: Imran Paddy was pleased and proud to have his grandparents, Betty
Carrington and Patrick Mung Mung, elders of Warmun community, attend his
Year 12 Formal in Broome. Imran, who is from the Warmun community, resided
at the Broome Residential College for the past few years and graduated from St
Mary’s College recently. Photo: P Munday

