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“They were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and spoke of the marvels of God, alleluia.”
Acts 2:4.11
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Editorial
Keeping pace with cyberspace
Our times are sometimes
referred to as the Cyber Age,
referring to our ever expanding
acceptance of computers and
mobile phones as essential tools
for communication in a highly
developed technological age.
That Australians have taken
to owning and using mobile
phones with great enthusiasm
is a massive understatement.
Notably, a growing number of
these appliances are termed
Smart Phones which have some
of the functions of computers.
If the rate of acquisition of
mobile phones continues to
expand we may soon live to
see the humble rubber thong
toppled from its throne as the
average Aussie’s preferred
accoutrement.
Young people in particular
have flocked to web based
and mobile technologies,
fervently participating in
social media including social
blogs, web blogs, pod casts,
Twitter, Facebook and Divas
Chat, to name but a few.
Some parents wonder at their
teenage children’s ability to
communicate other than by
texting. Sadly, it is not unusual
to see a group of young
people sitting around, not
speaking with each other, yet
tapping away on their compact
keyboards sending a message
to somebody somewhere in our
cyber world most probably in a
texting language that is barely
decipherable to their elders.
But it is not just the
teenagers who are addicted
to the vehicles of the cyber
culture. Countless
Australians
from a range
of generations,
including a large
percentage from
the Baby Boomers
group, now spend
a considerable
amount of time
texting, processing
Emails and surfing
The Net. They
too download
a boundless

array of items from the
information highway, readily
available on their home PCs
or from their Android phone
systems or on their colour
coordinated iPhones. Is it
any wonder that the mal-use
of home computers and an
obsessive pre-occupation with
communication technology are
now being cited increasingly as
major causes for the breakdown
of marriages and the ruin of
families? Habitual access to
unsavory material on the home
computer or via the hand-held
Smart Phone all too often leads
to an unhealthy dependency
that is nothing less than grossly
improper.
A burning issue for us,
individually and collectively,
regarding our use of computers
and mobile phones, is the need
for some sound management
practices to be put in place.
What amount of time in front
of a monitor is reasonable, at
work or at home, for every
age group in the family? What
content viewed constitutes
helpful material and what is
simply too destructive for
us spiritually, socially and
psychologically? How are
we to cope with the demands
that instant communications
place before us? What good
is all this technology if it
merely leads to greater levels
of stress as we attempt to
meet impossible deadlines
or handle a burgeoning
volume of information with
associated demands? What
responsibilities do we have
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in exercising some measured
control over the day to day
operation of our appliances for
ourselves, our employees or our
families? How are we to live
with all this techno apparatus
without becoming slaves to the
very means that, we are told,
will give us greater freedom?
How are we to protect people
from cyber bullying? How
do we prevent people, the
young and the not so young,
from entering into a world of
information and entertainment
that can be of doubtful value
and with which they cannot
cope?
Educational programs in
schools and tertiary centres
of learning about the proper
place and use of technology;
the promotion of responsible
user protocols put together
by consumer protection
groups; the establishment
of meaningful discipline
surrounding the use of
technology in the family
home; better and stronger
federal legislation to protect
the innocent from exploitation;
the introduction of more
public spaces where mobile
phones are banned - all of
these are useful steps that the
civilized world will have to
embark upon if it is to cope
with fast moving technology
and still enjoy a reasonable
quality of life. While it is
necessary to recognize the
usefulness of all modern
tools of communication it
is also necessary for us to
acknowledge their limitations. KCP

Descent of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost. From an original
painting by Kiko Arguello (20th
Century) in the Parish of San
Bartolomeo in Tuto, Scandicci
Florence, Italy. The painting
follows a 15th Century Novgorod
(Russian) icon.
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Year of Grace
Frank Rodriguez RIP
Easter Story

Viewpoint
Pentecost … the Year of Grace and Faith begins
So quickly since Easter has the
time passed. In quiet confidence and
with great hope, our joy in the
resurrection of Jesus lives on in our
hearts to inspire us to follow Him
most faithfully. So many of us were
drawn together by the prayerful
celebrations of Holy Week as we
recalled the salvation won for us
through the loving life, death and
resurrection of Jesus the Christ. Each
Sunday since and up to the Feast of
the Ascension has been referred to in
our calendar as a Sunday of Easter
with the Liturgy on each occasion
revealing other aspects of the God
given Mystery.
The Feast of Pentecost celebrates
new life in the Spirit. It is a
remembrance of great significance
because it recalls for us the descent
of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles
and in that context may well be
termed the birth-day of The Church.
After the Apostles were filled with
the Holy Spirit they embarked on the
missionary task given to them by
Jesus Christ to baptize all nations.
The work of the Church thus began
as she exercised her vocation as the
mystical body of Christ, announcing
the Good News to a needy world.
In the Kimberley, in a number of
places, as has often been the case in
the past, there will be appropriate
celebrations, special assemblies to
rejoice in the Feast Day of Pentecost
2012. However, Pentecost Day this

year holds an extra significance for
us as it marks the beginning of the
Year of Grace proclaimed recently
by the Bishops of Australia. Along
with, and complementary to, the
Year of Faith announced by The
Holy Father, Pope Benedict, this
period of twelve months has been
set aside for us to contemplate how
we might better live the Gospel as
baptized Christians and how we
might better assist others to do the
same. Our prayer begins with our
desire that in whatever we say or do
Christ may be clearly present in our
words and actions. This is a call to
witness to Christ, to be Christ-like
and to focus our attention on our
need for communal and personal
transformation through penance. We
seek a change in favour of goodness
and justice for our world through
the acknowledgement of the
presence of Christ in our midst, and
together we strive in communion so
that we might live the gifts of the
Holy Spirit we received in
Confirmation.
Each Kimberley Parish is to
arrange a launch of the Year of
Grace and Faith on Pentecost
Sunday. The form of that launch is
up to each Parish. I trust that, for the
launch of this auspicious occasion
and the organization of the Year to
follow, tasks will be entrusted to as
many parishioners as possible
including Parish Councils, Church

Leaders’ groups, School
Principals, Religious Sisters
and Brothers, in close collaboration
with the Parish Priest.
At a meeting before Easter,
Priests, Pastoral Associates and
Principals discussed the Year of
Grace. Some wonderful ideas
emerged as to how this appointed
time might be announced in
parishes and then celebrated over
the next twelve months. Notes of
discussions shared by the regional
groups who met in Broome have
been circulated; hopefully they will
be of great assistance to the
planning process for each parish and
for the Diocese as a whole.
I invite you to participate in this
Holy Year of Grace and Faith with
generous energy and commitment,
and a deep sense of your calling to
the higher things of life. May this
be an opportunity for you to be truly
the person God has called you to be.
Saint Seraphim of Sarov once
said: “The true aim of our Christian
life is to acquire the Holy Spirit of
God.” This Holy Spirit
communicates Grace to us, just as at
the First Pentecost Grace was
bestowed on the Apostles. In our
Confirmation we are anointed with
a knowledge, a true teaching, of all
those things which will enable us to
live as God has invited us to live –
in wholeness and in fulfillment,
fully human, in the image of God. KCP

		

Ten Steps towards being a Peacemaker
8. Cultivate an attitude of gratitude
A nonviolent stance is one of deep gratefulness for our life and for all life.
Take some time in a quiet place and think of five people who have given of
themselves so that your life could be better. Call to mind their faces.
Remember in some detail what they have done for you. Cultivate this
awareness throughout the day, increasingly acknowledging how your entire
life – and everything that passes through it – is a gift from God.

[Australian Catholic Social Justice Council]
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

Keeping the focus on refugees
Refugees are never far from the news in Australia. To date
there have been a number of developments that, we hope, will
make Australia’s politicians re-examine their policy towards
asylum seekers who arrive by boat.
In January this year, just before Australia Day, the
members of the Bishops Commission for Justice, Ecology and
Development issued a media release calling for a limit of three
months on the period that asylum seekers have to spend in
detention. They also called on Australian political parties to
work towards a common approach towards asylum seekers
and reminded all Australians of the enormous contribution
made to our society by migrant families, including refugees.
Many of the bishops on the Commission have personally
visited and ministered to people in immigration detention, and
they were speaking from their own experience when they
attested to the evidence of the psychological damage and
mental illness that detention causes and exacerbates. Bishop
Christopher Saunders referred to the wide range of mental
health experts who cite prolonged detention as a major factor
in the occurrence of mental illness. Bishop Gregory O’Kelly
SJ spoke about the children detained in his Diocese of Port
Pirie who are unable to go to school there: the only tuition
they have is a one-hour English lesson each day.
About a month later, Amnesty International released the
findings from a series of visits to immigration detention
centres around Australia. It expressed deep concern about
conditions in many centres, referring to the ‘prison-like’
conditions on Christmas Island and calling for the immediate
closure of the Curtin centre in Western Australia. Amnesty also
called for a time limit on detention of asylum seekers – in their
case, 30 days.
Over the next few months, more evidence emerged of the
damage that is being done to people by prolonged and
indefinite detention. The Northern Territory President of the
Australian Medical Association spoke of overwork and
frustration among staff at the Royal Darwin Hospital, where as
many as five detainees are brought each day suffering from
mental illness and self-harm, including attempted suicide.
Two important reforms did take effect in March. First, the
so-called ‘complementary protection’ provisions became law.
This means that people who face serious danger in their own
country, but don’t meet the precise definition of a refugee
under the 1951 Convention, can now apply for protection in
Australia. The second reform is the decision to apply the same
process to all asylum seekers however they arrived in
Australia.
And late in March there was another call for a time limit
on detention for asylum seekers. This time the call came from
a parliamentary committee inquiring into Australia’s
immigration centres, and, just as the bishops had in January,
the committee proposed a 90-day limit. It also recommended
that if someone is detained for more than 90 days, the reasons
should be made public.
Whether there is any response to the calls by the
parliamentary committee and the bishops, and the testimony of
doctors, advocates and carers, only time will tell. But we can
pray to the Holy Spirit that Australia remembers its tradition of
fairness, humanity and acceptance. KCP
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New Archbishop for Brisbane
The President of the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference Archbishop Philip Wilson welcomed the
appointment of Archbishop Mark Benedict Coleridge as
Metropolitan Archbishop of Brisbane.
Archbishop
Coleridge was installed
as the Archbishop of
Brisbane in the
Cathedral of St Stephen
on 11 May 2012.
Archbishop
Coleridge replaces
Archbishop John
Alexius Bathersby who
retired last year after
serving the people of
Brisbane since 1992.
Archbishop Mark
Coleridge was
appointed the
Archbishop of
Canberra and Goulburn
in 2006, after spending
some years as Auxiliary
Bishop of Melbourne.

Authentic Justice and Peace
“Where does true education in peace and justice
take place? First of all, in the family, since parents
are the first educators. The family is the primary cell
of society; “it is in the family that children learn the
human and Christian values which enable them to
have a constructive and peaceful coexistence. It is in
the family that they learn solidarity between the
generations, respect for rules, forgiveness and how
to welcome others.” (1) The family is the first
school in which we are trained in justice and peace.
We are living in a world where families, and life
itself, are constantly threatened and not infrequently
fragmented. Working conditions which are often
incompatible with family responsibilities, worries
about the future, the frenetic pace of life, the need to
move frequently to ensure an adequate livelihood, to
say nothing of mere survival – all this makes it hard
to ensure that children receive one of the most
precious of treasures: the presence of their parents.
This presence makes it possible to share more
deeply in the journey of life and thus to pass on
experiences and convictions gained with the passing
of the years, experiences and convictions which can
only be communicated by spending time together. I
would urge parents not to grow disheartened! May
they encourage children by the example of their
lives to put their hope before all else in God, the one
source of authentic justice and peace.”
From the Message for World Day of Peace,
1 January 2012 Pope Benedict XVI

Briefly Speaking

Photo: M Rohr

Joan McPherson has
worked as a volunteer in
Warmun Retreat Centre
(Mirrilingki) for two
periods, the second one
being for over three and a
half years. Joan also
worked in Kalumburu as a
volunteer for seven
months. In mid April she
finished her time and has
driven out of the
Kimberley with her son.
She will be fondly
remembered for her
Photo: J Grimson
marvelous contribution to
Fr Miguel Zaravese and his companion from Darwin, Paul Patteson, have
the life of the church in
the Kimberley.
gone to Halls Creek where Father will be supplying for the month of May.
Phillip Smerdon (L),
from Ararat in
Victoria, is presently
volunteering in La
Grange-Bidyadanga
Parish where he is
assisting the Parish
Priest, Fr Oliver.

Fr Joel
Nyongesa (L)
is from the
Diocese of
Eldoret in
Kenya. Fr
Joel was in
Broome in
late 2011 and
has now
returned to
take up an
appointment
in the
Diocese.
Photo: CAS

Photo: J Grimson

Centacare News
Centacare Kimberley welcomes
Gemma Francis. Gemma came to work
for us on 20 February this year to assist
at the front counter with Reception and
Emergency Relief allocation in the
afternoons.
Historically Sr Leone and Br Peter
have worked tirelessly to provide this
service in the mornings but the
afternoons have been staffed by various
staff members intermittently.
Gemma, a local woman, has taken up
Photo: J Grimson
the opportunity through a six month
work placement, in partnership with Kimberley Personnel and
Centacare, to learn new skills in front of office reception. These
include data entry in Excel and Word, general enquiries regarding
our outreach program and telephone enquiries.
Gemma has quickly settled into the team and is a respected and
valued team member. For us it is a fantastic opportunity to
provide a local with a chance to gain skills and opportunities to
further employment. Welcome and thankyou Gemma.
Damien Russell. Manager, Centacare Kimberley

Fr Len Thomas (R) is
from Melbourne and
was recently in
Kununurra Parish for a
few weeks. Fr Len
Photo: Sr A Cabassi rsj
provided Mass for
Wyndham and Warmun communities as well as
Kununurra during Holy Week and Easter.

LIFE - It is sacred

Unborn baby. 19 weeks.
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Caritas Kimberley

Catholic Education Office
www.caritas.com.au

Australia must support
Kony’s victims now
The Australian public can have, and is having, a real and
lasting impact on victims of Joseph Kony and the Lord’s
Resistance Army, which has terrorised millions of people
across four vulnerable African nations.
Hundreds of thousands of people remain displaced in
northern Congo, northern Uganda, Central African Republic
and South Sudan.
Over nearly three decades the LRA has been
responsible for horrific acts of cowardice and brutality,
including the abduction of young girls and boys to work as
sex slaves and soldiers, and forcing children to kill their
own families.
“Anything that
brings attention to
the plight of the
people who have
been harmed by
Kony and the LRA
is a good thing,”
Caritas Australia
CEO, Jack de
Groot, said.
Survivors of sexual violence in the Democratic
“But the most
Republic of Congo. Photo: Val Morgan/SCIAF
important issue
right now is that the people of these nations need our
support immediately. They need food, they need clean
water, they need shelter, they need medical assistance,
they need psychological support and they need to be
protected from these terrible acts of violence,” Mr de Groot
said.
“These people have no idea where their next meal will
come from. They are constantly on the move which makes it
almost impossible to develop livelihoods, achieve food
security, get an education and keep their children safe – all
of the things we are able to take for granted.”
Right now Caritas Australia has programs in the Congo
where around 30,000 people from 5,000 families are
receiving food, clean water, blankets and other basic
necessities.
In Uganda Caritas is assisting 800 farming households
to develop sustainable crops, generate vital incomes and
ensure they have access to clean water which dramatically
reduces the spread of disease.
“We need to understand that even if Kony and the LRA
were to vaporise tomorrow, there would still be dramatic
psychological, environmental, developmental and political
issues to contend with,” Mr de Groot said.
“The level of poverty and injustice which plagues these
nations and all of these families is monumental.
“But we do not believe in lost causes. We know that we
can save lives and support people into prosperous futures
so long as we have the support of the Australian people.”
Donate now: 1800 024 413
• www.caritas.org.au/donate
• GPO Box 9830 in your capital city

Great fundraising ideas for Caritas
Sara Grahame (pictured), of the Catholic
Education Office in Broome, came up with several
innovative ideas to raise $455 for Project
Compassion this year. These included: Shrove
Tuesday – Pancake Fundraiser, Easter Egg Jar –
guess the amount of eggs, chocolate cake morning
tea, an Easter
Raffle donated
by staff, a
cake-less cake
stall (not sure
how that one
works!) and of
course cash
donations to
the PC Box.
Well done
CEO – Caritas
thanks you!
Photo: C Geurts

New Chair for State ALS
Well respected Kimberley personality and Broome
resident, Ms Kathy Watson has been appointed Chairperson
of the State Advisory Committee for the Aboriginal Legal
Service (ALS). Kathy had previously served as Secretary of
the Committee. Born in Bungaran, outside of Derby, Kathy
is the daughter of a Nyigina mother (Derby area) and a Kija
father (Warmun area) but was raised in Beagle Bay after
being adopted by Granny May Howard. With such a
background she
has strong ties in
both the East and
West Kimberley.
Being a person
who has a keen
sense of justice,
Kathy is hopeful
that in her new
position with
ALS she might
be able to foster
greater equality
and harmony in
our society based
on a commitment
to maintaining a
deep respect for
each other.
Kathy has
three children
and nine
grandchildren.
Photo: CAS
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Cruising the Kimberley
Well known Kimberley identity Mike Gugeri loves his time
on the water whenever he sets out from Derby for a few days
fishing. His 7.6m power cruiser is specifically designed for
Kimberley waters and most suited to the needs of Michael
and his wife Daisy. Michael drove a truck from Derby to
Kalumburu and from Derby to Fossil Downs carrying fuel,
groceries and general cargo for years. His dedicated service
to these far flung places is legendary and fondly remembered.

Kimberley Wild

Mitchell’s Water Monitor
Scientific Name: Varanus mitchelli

Mitchell’s Water Monitor (Varanus mitchelli) is a species of
Monitor lizard, native to Australia. It was named after Francis
J Mitchell of the South Australian Museum.
Varanus mitchelli reaches a length of up to 70 cm. It’s
generally dark in colour and has many small yellow spots or
dark-centred ocelli (eye spots).
Mitchell’s Water Monitor is found in the north part of
Western Australia and the Northern Territory.
This monitor lizard is found around swamps, lagoons, inland
rivers and other bodies of water. It often is found on trees
close to the water. It prefers to shelter in tree hollows and
under bark.
In the wild Varanus mitchelli will make for water if it is
disturbed. In captivity, Mitchell’s Water Monitor is reported to
be very nervous and shy. It breeds regularly in captivity in
Australia.
Mitchell’s Water Monitor preys on smaller animals of both
terrestrial and aquatic origin. Its prey includes: smaller lizards,
small mammals, nesting birds, reptile eggs and terrestrial
invertebrates (orthopterans, arachnids, beetles etc). Aquatic
prey include fish, crabs and frogs. KCP

Photo: CAS

Two by John
John Evans (L) and John Ryan have returned to Broome
where they have been doing some jobs for the Bishop on
Church properties. This time they arrived in Broome by bus
after ten days on the road from Melbourne at the wheel of a
Coaster donated by Salesian College Chadstone, Vic.
Photo: J Grimson

Photo: CAS

Photo:
N Kalmar
• Complete
professional
mechanical services

• Vehicle maintenance & repairs
• All makes and models
• 4WD specialists
• Radiator repairs & replacement – Natrad specialist
• Natrad air conditioning repairer

Phone: (08) 9192 1526 2 Florence Way, Blue Haze Broome, WA
Email: promecnatrad6@bigpond.com
MRB3436
AU23091
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Saint News
Saint
News

Vatican Dossier

Venerable Bede

“A Flame ... that, in burning, brings
forth the better and truer part of man”

Born: 673 Died: 735

From a homily given by Pope Benedict XVI
for the Feast of Pentecost.

Feast Day: May 25
Patron Saint of English writers and historians

Bede was born near St
Peter and St Paul
Monastery at WearmouthJarrow, England. He was
sent there when he was
three and educated by
Abbots Benedict Biscop
and Ceolfrid. He became a
monk at the monastery,
was ordained when thirty,
and except for a few brief
visits elsewhere, spent all
of his life in the monastery,
devoting himself to the
study of Scripture and to
teaching and writing.
He is considered one of
the most learned men of
his time and a major
influence on English
literature. His writings are
a veritable summary of the
learning of his time and
include commentaries on the Pentateuch and various other
books of the Bible, theological and scientific treatises,
historical works, and biographies. His best-known work
is Historia Ecclesiastica, a history of the English Church
and people, which he completed in 731. It is an account
of Christianity in England up to 729 and is a primary
source of early English history.
Called ‘the Venerable’ to acknowledge his wisdom and
learning, the title was formalized at the Council of
Aachen in 853. He was a careful scholar and
distinguished stylist, the ‘father’ of English history, the
first to date events anno domini (A.D.), and in 1899, was
declared the only English doctor of the Church. He died
in Wearmouth-Jarrow on May 25.
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Dear brothers and
sisters,
In the solemn celebration
of Pentecost we are invited
to profess our faith in the
presence and action of the
Holy Spirit and to invoke
his outpouring upon us, the
Church and the whole
world. Let us make our
own, and with special
intensity, the Church’s
invocation: “Veni, Sancte
Spiritus!”
It is such a simple and
immediate invocation, but
also extraordinarily
profound, which came first
of all from the heart of
Christ. The Spirit, in fact, is the gift that Jesus continually
asks of his Father for his friends; the first and principal gift
that he obtained for us through his Resurrection and
Ascension into heaven.
At Pentecost the Holy Spirit manifests himself as fire. His
flame descended upon the assembled disciples, it was
enkindled in them and gave them the new ardor of God.
The Apostles, together with the faithful of different
communities, carried this divine flame to the far corners of
the earth; in this way they opened a luminous path for
humanity, and they worked with God, who wants to renew
the face of the earth with his fire.
Dear brothers and sisters, we always need to hear the
Lord Jesus tell us what he often repeated to his friends: “Be
not afraid.” Like Simon Peter and the others we must allow
his presence and his grace to transform our heart, which is
always subject to human weakness. We must know how to
recognize losing ourselves for the true God, the God of love
and of life, is in reality gaining ourselves, finding ourselves
more fully. Whoever entrusts himself to Jesus already
experiences in this life peace and joy of heart, which the
world cannot give, and it cannot even take it away once
God has given it to us.
So it is worthwhile to let ourselves be touched by the fire
of the Holy Spirit! The suffering that it causes us is
necessary for our transformation. It is the reality of the
cross: It is not for nothing that in the language of Jesus
“fire” is above all a representation of the cross, without
which Christianity does not exist.
Thus enlightened and comforted by these words of life, let
us lift up our invocation: Come, Holy Spirit! Enkindle in us
the fire of your love! We know that this is a bold prayer, with
which we ask to be touched by the flame of God; but we
know above all that this flame - and only it - has the power to
save us. We do not want, in defending our life, to lose the
eternal life that God wants to give us. We need the fire of the
Holy Spirit, because only Love redeems. Amen. KCP

Year of Grace
A

t Pentecost, in late May, we will
begin the Year of Grace, the call
of the Australian Bishops to meet
Jesus through the church at a deeper
level.
The recent meeting of the Priests
and Principals of the Broome Diocese
during Lent considered how best to
live the Year of Grace in our parish
and parish communities. The ideas of
Parish and School Councils and
Church Leaders were brought and

Fr Matthew Digges, Co-ordinator, Year of Grace Diocese of Broome

shared to contribute to a Kimberley
vision of what is possible for this Year.
Our first focus is on the Pentecost
launch of this Year of Grace, which
will be celebrated in a variety of ways.
Broome will celebrate with a family
day, Derby with a shared meal, Gibb
River with a bonfire and in the
Kutjungka with a camp-out celebration.
These celebrations will focus on
meeting Christ and seeing his face, and
Balgo Church leaders are preparing

paintings of the face of Jesus.
Over one million prayer cards have
been printed for use across Australia,
and are available from your local
Catholic Church, School or Parish.
These can be used at school, after
Mass, at Rosaries and at home.
In every Kimberley community there
is an opportunity to join with others to
start the Year of Grace, which has been
called a ‘year-long retreat’ by the
Bishops.

Here I am, good and gentle Jesus,

kneeling before you. With great fervor I pray and ask you to

instill in me genuine convictions of faith, hope and love, with
true sorrow for my sins and a firm resolve to amend them.
While I contemplate your five wounds with great love and

compassion, I remember the words which the prophet David

long ago put on your lips: ‘They have pierced my hands and
my feet, I can count all my bones.’
(Psalm 22)

T

his is a call to conversion more than education, to
prayer more than to study, to a retreat more than to
a program.
Australian Bishops
Looking forward
A journey of discernment
A Year of Grace is an opportunity to spend time discerning
the presence of the Risen Lord in our communities and our
world, and how Christ is calling us to move into the future
as the Catholic Church.
It is a moment of grace: naming and celebrating the
presence of God in every dimension of our lives and our
world, becoming more deeply connected to that life-giving
presence. We learn to
• Listen
• Remember
• Experience
• Communicate
so that others may know the gracious presence of God.
It’s not another thing to do – it’s another way to be.

T

he Year of Grace is the Australian bishops’
gift to the Church to celebrate and renew
our faith and life as Catholics. It will take place
from Pentecost 2012 to Pentecost 2013 and is an
exhortation from the bishops of Australia to “Start
afresh from Christ.”
The Year of Grace has been like a seed, being
watered gently and growing with tender care. It
comes from the bishops’ reflection over a number
of years on the Apostolic letter Novo Millennio
Ineunte (at the start of the new millennium).
This letter recalls the events in Rome during the
Jubilee year of 2000 and the Pope’s challenge
to the whole Church to “contemplate the face of
Christ.”
Archbishop Mark Coleridge,
Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn.
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Warmun retreat centre (mirrilingki)
Leading the Warmun Centre
The new management team this year at Warmun Retreat Centre (Mirrilingki)
includes volunteer Melbournians Maurinus Jans (R) and Michael O’Callaghan
(L) as well as Maria Rohr from NSW.
Photo: CAS

When travelling
back from supplying
in Kununurra Parish in
early March Bishop
Saunders called in to
the Warmun Retreat
Centre. While there
he celebrated Mass
and enjoyed lunch
with the volunteers
who staff the Centre.
From left, Michael
O’Callaghan, Joan
McPherson, Maria Rohr and
Bishop Saunders
Photo: M Jans

Tree Change for Mary D
Mary de Mamiel (L) was the Personal Assistant to Bishop
Saunders for more than sixteen years but has now retired to the
Margaret River region. Mary lives on a block in the country
with family and is happily helping to raise some horses,
belonging to her equestrian minded daughter, while doting on
her first, newly born, great-grandson, Reid Maxwell Hansford.
Bishop Saunders said to staff at a gathering; “I shall miss
Mary very much. She has always been a generous person who
is reliable, hard working, trustworthy but above all she has
been a very good friend and confidant. A person of deep and
enduring faith she is committed to her belief in God and has
unhesitatingly remained loyal to the Church. She has inspired
others by her hard work although she has never sought
notoriety. She has been content to remain in the background
while serving in a most valuable part of a ministry that has
supported me personally and the work of the Church. I wish
her well in her retirement and pray for her that she is blessed in
abundance for her selfless dedication in ministry.”
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Photo: J Grimson

Cathedral wedding
Broome couple, Lennard Jaffrey and
Aleika Dixon were married on 11
November 2011 (11/11/11). Bishop
Christopher Saunders presided at the
ceremony held in Our Lady Queen of
Peace Cathedral.

Photo: P Lands

Notre Dame KIMBERLEY
Follow your dream

Sr Jennifer Farrell sgs

At the University of Notre Dame
Australia Broome Campus, we believe
that education should be available to
all who live here in the Kimberley. In
the School of Nursing our pathways
into education have been a strong way
of promoting and supporting
education in the Kimberley.
An example of the pathways in
nursing promoting this education is
the story of Sasha Bailey. Sasha, who

is a graduate of St Marys College,
came to the School of Nursing in
2010 with the dream of being a
nurse. To make real this dream,
Sasha completed her Certificate
lll in Health Services Assistance
and graduated from the University
in 2010. In Semester 2 of 2010,
Sasha enrolled in the Diploma of
Nursing program and will
graduate as an Enrolled Nurse in
August this year. She is
now enrolled in her
Bachelor of Nursing
degree (EN conversion).
Sasha is now into her
third year of realising her
dream of being a nurse:
it is becoming a reality.
For those of us in the
School of Nursing, Sasha
is one example of the
inspirational students that we
have right here in the
Kimberley. There are many
people in the Kimberley who
wonder whether they could
be teachers or nurses or any
of the other professions so
needed in our community.
On this Campus we speak
Photo: N Herrington

Photo: M Hill

New staff at Notre Dame Australia
(NDA) University, Broome Campus,
celebrated Mass with Bishop Saunders
and Campus leader, Lyn HendersonYates (C), Deputy Vice Chancellor, in
the Nulungu Chapel.
about reconciliation and about
respect of all. This story
demonstrates the belief that
everyone should be nurtured and
supported to have their dreams
recognised. A Campus of
reconciliation should be about
promoting the message that nothing
is impossible: the only limits are the
barriers we create for ourselves.
What dream do you have?

New ‘pathway’ to tertiary education at Broome Campus
An innovative program which
offers the opportunity to develop
essential academic writing and
research skills in preparation for
success in tertiary studies has been
launched at The University of Notre
Dame Australia’s Broome Campus.
The Foundation Year Program was
initiated on the Fremantle Campus in
2011 and is also offered on the
University’s Sydney Campus.
The Program is tailored for
students who may not have achieved
their academic potential at high school
or are mature-age students currently in
the workforce and wanting to pursue
tertiary education.
Many of the courses are delivered
off-campus which enables students
from rural and remote communities
across Western Australia to study
online.
The launch of the Program in

Broome attracted
significant interest from
students based in
various regional towns
in WA including Derby,
Port Hedland and
Albany.
Director of the
Academic Enabling and
Support Centre at Notre
Dame’s Fremantle
Campus, Professor
Keith McNaught,
described the Program
as “a significant success
for Broome”.
Franque Batty, Rachel Fisher and Lina Livae take part in the launch of
“The Program
the Foundation Year Program at Notre Dame’s Broome Campus.
Photo: University of Notre Dame Australia
complements our
mission of providing
Foundation Year Program at Notre
quality tertiary education to those
Dame, please contact the Prospective
students living in rural and remote
Students Office on (08) 9433 0533 or
locations,” Professor McNaught said.
For further information about the
email future@nd.edu.au. KCP
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The Easter Story for an Easter People

The Easter fire is blessed, dispelling the darkness, as is the Paschal Candle and the risen
Christ is proclaimed the Light of the World. Photo: N Kalmar

Palm Sunday, or Passion
Sunday, signals the beginning of
Holy Week as it recalls for us
Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem...a triumph that was
followed by the celebration of the

Last Supper (Holy Thursday) when
Christ instituted the Eucharist.
On Good Friday we remember
the Stations of the Cross as Jesus
walks to the place of his death,
Golgotha, where he is crucified.

Palms are prepared and weaved for Passion Sunday – a remembrance of
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. Photo: J Grimson
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During the Chrism Mass celebrated in Holy Week, the Bishop
prays and breathes over the Chrism Oil symbolizing the
descent of the Holy Spirit on those anointed with this Holy Oil,
as Our Lord “breathed” on the apostles, saying, ‘Receive the
Holy Spirit.’ (Jn 20:22) Photo: J Grimson

And on Holy Saturday night,
the feast and wonder of Easter is
proclaimed as Jesus, who lay three
days in the tomb, is raised from the
dead. His Resurrection is our hope
and our joy.

This is my body…This is my Blood…Do this in memory of me.
Photo: CAS

The Easter Story for an Easter People

On Good Friday we walk the Way of the Cross, following Jesus through his trail of suffering to the hill of his crucifixion
and death. Photo: CAS

The beautiful detail of the Easter
Candle as hand-painted by Matthew
Hill, depicting the descent of Christ to
the place of the dead offering
redemption to all. Photo: J Grimson

Beginning of the Festival of Light; the Paschal Candle is
centre of attention at the Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Mass
– “Christ is our Light.” Photo: J Grimson

On Holy Saturday the Easter Waters are blessed and
used for a Baptism – the beginning of a new life in
faith. Photo: J Grimson
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Married 40 years
John and Patricia O’Hanlon recently celebrated 40
years of marriage. John is the Finance Officer in the
Bishop’s office where Pat assists with administration.
John and Pat were married on 15 April 1972 at Our Lady
of Mt Carmel Church, Coorparoo, Brisbane.

Successful kickoff for CBFC
Cable Beach Football Club has won the WKFA
Pre-season Lightning Carnival in a hard fought
contest at the Father McMahon Oval in Broome.
Club Captain Bradley Angus said, “When we took
out this year’s carnival it was awesome. It was a
great start to our season... I have a good feeling about
the season in front of us already. The final game
against Broome Bulls was close and it was a great
effort by everyone. We had too many injuries and
were down to one man on the bench but we fought on
and pulled off a mighty win. It was a real team
effort.”

Yesteryear

Images from our past

With the trophy (C) Cable Beach team Captain Brandley Angus, and fellow
players (L) Jordan King and (R) Jayden Howard. Photo: CAS

Courts at Courthouse cross
Mr Richard Court, one-time Premier of WA, visited
Broome over Easter with his wife Jo. They caught up with
Bishop Saunders at the Combined Churches Stations of the
Cross on Good Friday, at the Courthouse gardens.

Sr Patricia Rhatigan SSJG as a postulant in
February 1958. With Sr Pat is Lucy Williams.
Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives
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OBITUARY
Eulogy written by Frank
Rodriguez Jnr

and the main house on the hill
at Liveringa, are still evident
today and are a reminder of
his skillful handicraft. One of
He will always be - Dad,
his greatest achievements at
Poppa or Poppa Two to
the time was building Derby’s
all his four children, ten
second Catholic Church in
grandchildren and seventeen
1946 where Mum and Dad
great grandchildren. He
were the ﬁrst to get married
was held in high regard by
soon after its completion. The
everyone that knew him and
old Church and this current
will always be remembered as
Church was named, as
a very digniﬁed, humble and
suggested by Dad, the Holy
loving person. His love and
Rosary Church after a Church
care for Mum and family was
near his home back in Spain.
his highest priority. There is
Life on the station is
no better way to describe this
something
that we will
than to reﬂect on the words
always remember as it was a
expressed in their wedding
remarkable time of challenge
vows when he married Mum:
for both Dad and Mum, to
“For better for worse, for
build a station from nothing
richer for poorer, in sickness
and in health, to love and
and try and realise a dream
to cherish, till death do us
that was so difficult to achieve
Born: 7 February 1921
part, according to God’s holy
in its day. But for all of us,
Entered Eternal Life: 27 March 2012
ordinance.” Dad honored
Debesa became home and
these vows throughout
a lifestyle that we would all
his married life, especially
come to love and appreciate as we
he was thirteen his mother sent
during all those years when Mum
grew up. Dad always provided the
him to the Benedictine monastery
was sick and this is one reason why
best for us and his skill at growing
in Samos, Galicia where he
we all admired him so much.
things such as watermelons,
became a novice monk. In 1937 he
Dad and Mum were dedicated
tomatoes, veggies and fruit trees is
immigrated to Australia during the
to their Catholic upbringing and
something he always loved doing
Civil War in Spain and spent four
especially to Our Lady Mary. They
and continued to do and help with
years at New Norcia. It was during
even named two of their children
in our own homes in his later life.
this time, with little education he
after the children of Our Lady of
Meat was always in supply and I
continued his love of cement and
Fatima; Francis and Jacinta. Of
have memorable trips out getting
rock masonry as well as helping
course his great love was for God
a killer somewhere on the station.
with grape and olive growing.
and his family: Thy Will be done,
Driving back with Dad whistling
After leaving the monastery, these
as is found on Dolores’s grave in
his favourite happy tune was
skills allowed him to work in the
the old cemetery, she only lived
something I will always remember.
Swan Valley and in the wheat belt
for three days and was their ﬁrst
Dad rarely showed his anger
around Lake Grace. He eventually
child. The Rosary became a very
even though he was under
moved to the Kimberley where he
important part of our lives and we
enormous pressure at times. Some
continued his cement and stone
can all remember saying the Rosary
stubborn sheep tested his patience.
masonry as well as obtaining
every night either in the house,
As children, I’m sure we also
building trade qualiﬁcations through
under the stars, in the truck or in the
tested his patience, such as when I
correspondence. This allowed
Landrover driving back from Derby.
smashed all the spark plugs of the
him to venture out as a station
We said the Rosary with him right
old Ford truck when I was playing
hand and builder on some of the
up until he passed away and we all
crashes. If it wasn’t for Mum I may
stations in the West Kimberley.
know that Our Lord, Our Lady and
still be sitting up in the old Boab
This is where he met our Mother
Saint Joseph are looking after him
tree where I was banished to for
on Liveringa Station and that
in heaven.
the day. I can’t ever remember him
began his close association with
Dad was born in Spain in 1921
swearing, but if he did, it was in
Granny and Grandpa Fraser and
in Frexio, Galicia. He spent most
Spanish and we didn’t know what
in time, the Fraser clan. He was
of his childhood growing up around
he was saying.
very much respected by everyone
the hills of his home town as a
Hasta Luego Dad, you will be
and especially Aboriginal people
humble shepherd looking after the
missed. Goodbye and God bless
wherever he went in the Kimberley.
sheep on his parents’ farm and
from all your family and friends.
Some of his landmark buildings,
later for his sister Dolores. When
May he rest in peace. KCP
such as the Camballin homestead

Frank Rodriguez
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A tradition kept alive
The weaving of the palms for Palm Sunday is an old tradition in
Broome. Coconut fronds are stripped from the branch and then bent and
weaved into an intricate pattern. It’s a tidy shape for the blessing on
Passion Sunday which also allows for easy keeping for the next year’s Ash
Wednesday when the palms are burnt.

ABOVE: Len Lawson works tirelessly to keep the weavers
supplied with fronds. Photo: J Grimson
LEFT: Doris Matthews passes on the skill of weaving the palms
to first-timer Georgina Helwend. Photo: J Grimson

Lord Mac a Freeman in Pearltown

No humbug

Lord Alistair McAlpine (L), was instrumental in putting Broome on
the tourist map with his famous Cable Beach Club development and the
now defunct Broome Zoo. His attention to the preservation of Broome
style architecture and his rescue of several old buildings from
demolition was recognized
when Lord McAlpine was made
a Freeman of the town of
Broome. His contribution to
Broome as a preferred
destination for holiday makers
stands alongside his major
achievement of adding a touch
of class to the beautiful town by
the bay while recognizing the
value of a past rich with history.

Pubs in the Kimberley say what they
mean in straight talk....as per this sign in the
Fitzroy River Lodge, in Fitzroy Crossing.
In this instance, ‘to humbug’ is to annoy
people for money at the bar. At Fitzroy
River Lodge patrons are called to order in
no uncertain terms.

Lord Alistair with Roy (L) and Rodney Wiggan
at a night of festivities at The Pearl Luggers,
Broome. Photo: CAS
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Photo: CAS

Kimberley Kitchen
Crisp on the outside, soft on the inside, golden in colour -Yorkshire Pudding is
the traditional accompaniment to roast beef. If feeding a large group you can make
a large one and cut it into squares. My preference is for individual puddings.
I was born in Sheffield Yorkshire, before the family emigrated to Australia. We
always had Yorkshire Pudding with our roast dinners. My dad used to cook them,
unfortunately I didn’t get the recipe from him, but I’m quite sure the ingredients
would be the same, although there are variations to the recipe.
I first introduced them to my partner Steve when he came for a Sunday roast
over 28 years ago. We had an enjoyable lunch and I asked Steve, who didn’t know
what a Yorkshire Pudding was, how he had liked it. I was surprised when his
reply (thinking it was a dessert) came: ‘Have I had it already?’ These days he is
the one who usually makes them!

A REALLY GOOD YORKSHIRE PUDDING
Ingredients:

1 cup Plain Flour
2/3 cup milk
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/3 cup water
2 eggs
Dripping (optional)
Onion flakes (optional)
Garlic (optional)
Method:

Sift flour and salt into bowl, make a
well in the centre, add eggs, beat in flour
from the sides of the bowl. Gradually add
milk and water, beating constantly using
all the flour from the sides of the bowl.

Georgie Bailey,
Receptionist,
Chancery Office.
Photo: J Grimson

When all combined, beat well for 2
minutes, allow mixture to stand for 30
minutes. It is important to let the mix
stand.
In my dad’s day he used dripping in
the bottom of his pudding trays (not so
healthy these days). Nowadays we spray
with oil or you can lightly oil the pan. Use
an 18x28cm tin or individual patty tins,
depending on time and amount of guests/
family. My mum used to put diced onion
in hers, we add some onion flakes and you
can also add garlic for extra flavour.
Bake in a hot oven 210-220C for
25-30 minutes checking to see they rise but
don’t burn. We use a convection oven

while our roast is in the BBQ (hooded).
Baking time is the same for one large
pudding or for individual puddings. Serve
immediately as puddings will fall slightly
and lose their lightness if they are kept
waiting.
The pudding baked in one dish is the
more traditional pudding with a moist
centre while individual puddings are
lighter in texture. We have always made
individual ones as we can add garlic etc the children don’t always like onion or
garlic. They are also great filled with
gravy. Give them a try with your next
roast.
Bon appetite.

Leadership acknowledged

Well earned award

Anneliese Rohr has returned to Melbourne after working as
Administrator at Kalumburu Mission where she excelled at her
work in leadership and faith.
“I’ve really enjoyed being here,” she said, “...there have been lots
of different challenges you don’t get elsewhere. It’s been a very
special experience.” Bishop Saunders praised her for her attention
to detail and her determination to
maintain an outstanding level of
integrity and accountability: “We
have been increasing the measure
of needful accountability practices
in our missions and parishes for
some time but not everyone is
equipped to make the grade. In her
work Anneliese has raised the bar
higher than it had ever been set
before,” he said. “Her leadership
has been an inspiration and not at
all self-serving. Her honest
commitment to meet the needs of
the people is a model for anyone
wishing to work with Aboriginal
communities in remote locations.”
Photo: CAS

A ‘Certificate 1 in Work Preparation
Community Services’ was awarded to Joseph
Yugumbari by Batchelor College on 28
November 2011. Joseph is seen here with
College staff, Clare Kilgariff and Evelyn Schaber
(R), at the ceremony which was held at Luurnpa
Catholic School in Balgo, East Kimberley.

Photo: CAS
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Parish News
Balgo

Broome

First Reconciliation was recently celebrated by a large number of
students of Luurnpa Catholic School in St Therese’s Church Balgo, East
Kimberley.
Church Leaders were there to assist the children and parish priest, Fr
John Purnell.

Photo: J Grimson

Church Leaders, Tossie Baadjo (R) and Imelda Guguman (L), pray over Trent Hector
as he prepares for First Reconciliation. Photo: Br M Blattman FSC

Ryan Marron was working as a Police
Officer in WA’s far north, in the remote
community of Halls Creek. He also
spent time in the Balgo-Kutjungka
Region, south of Halls Creek.
While in the Kimberley Ryan
contracted Murray Valley Encephalitis, a
mosquito born virus, which infects the
brain and can have a fatal outcome.
Ryan needed attention that cannot be
offered in Australia and the Balgo Parish
raised $1000.00 for him earlier this year
to assist in his travel to America for
further treatment.
This was a great effort by parishioners
and Ryan’s family is very appreciative
Photo: watoday.com.au
of our donation.
[The good news is that Ryan is home again. He now receives 24 hour
at-home care.] Fr John Purnell, Parish Priest

Gibb River

Blessing remote palms
It’s Palm Sunday
at Gibb River –
actually it’s Palm
Monday!! When
Bishop Saunders
came to visit the
small remote
community almost
everyone was in
attendance for the
Blessing of the
Palms during Mass
in anticipation of
Easter.
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Parishioners in Broome supported Project Compassion at a Fish and
Rice Dinner on the last Friday of Lent. From left, Francis Chi, Liz
Davie, Kylie and Tony Gibson, and Cindy Solenec enjoyed the
delicious meal provided.

Photo: CAS

Proud Grandma Philomena with her Grand-daughter, Leiarah, who
was baptized by Bishop Christopher Saunders in Nulungu Chapel on 10
November, 2011.

Parish News

School News

La Grange-Bidyadanga

Kununurra

The Parish of La Grange-Bidyadanga welcomed several new members
into the Faith community recently.

ABOVE: Parish Priest Fr
Oliver Okolie pours the water
of baptism on Taysin Thomas
held in the arms of his
mother Latoya Thomas, with
his godfather, Carlson
Mandijalu (R).

As part of the School Community Partnership Agreement, several
children visited the local community radio station to promote coming to
school every day. The children regularly catch the school bus and enjoy
listening and singing along with Waringarri Radio on their morning bus
trips. It was inevitable then that they were invited to promote the
station by
attending school
each day with the
catchphrase: “We
love coming to St
Joseph’s School
every day on our
school bus and
listening to
Waringarri Radio,
Voice of the East
Kimberley”
Broadcasting for the school were (L to R) Pearl, Patrina, Marilyn, Jazmyn and
Judy. Photo: T Fyfe

Mulan
On Friday 16 March, John Pujajangka-Piyirn School in Mulan, on the
edge of the Great Sandy Desert, invited the community to attend our
‘Bring a Family Member Day’.
The adults visited the classrooms and saw the children’s work, heard
them read and then went out onto the basketball court and played some
BluEarth Games.
Afterwards the children served the visitors cakes and slices that they
had made earlier in the week. By Les Coyle, Principal

RIGHT: Also newly baptized is
Remarley Tait Jnr. With
Remarley is his mother
Virginia Thomas (C)
and godfather,
Leighton Macauley (R).

Derby
Holy Rosary School in Derby had a visit from the Minister for
Education, Ms Liz Constable, in mid March. This was a wonderful
opportunity for students to showcase some of their classroom work as
well as being able to demonstrate ‘hands on’ some of their lessons
including methods of
recording
measurement,
constructing space
dioramas and other
wonderful things. By
Lisa James
The Minister, Ms
Constable, investigates
the box of space goodies
with, from left, Zoe
Martin, Jasin Gray and
Mark Malay of Year 4.
Photo: L James

Denzel reads to his dad Donald. Photo: A Christophers

WANTED: Volunteer Workers KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered.
For further details and an application form
please contact the co-ordinator:
Phone: 08 9192 1060
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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School News
Broome
Students of Pre Primary
to Year 3 at St Mary’s
College in Broome showed
great enthusiasm for their
swimming program in
Term 1. It was evident
from the very first lesson
as students gained selfconfidence in entering the
water safely and in
swimming in the pool.

St Mary’s College students
participated in Broome Shire’s
ceremony commemorating the
70th anniversary of the Air Raid
on Broome – 3 March 1942.
Students of Dance and Drama
performed to a spoken narrative
dramatising the events of 70
years ago. Students also
participated in the wreath laying
at the service.

LEFT: Student Telsey Banks of
Year 1 was among those who
enjoyed the lessons.
Photo: S Iten

A wreath was laid at the ceremony by
College representatives, Head Girl
Alesha Salkild and Head Boy James
Lake. Photo: A Mitchell

Alice Shadforth, of Year 11 at St Mary’s College Broome, applied for
and was selected to attend the National Centre for Indigenous Excellence
Forum in Sydney in mid-March. The Forum provided young Indigenous
Australians, from across the country, to
come together to learn about
Constitutional Reform and to develop a
youth-driven campaign.
The Forum gave participants the
opportunity to speak directly with
decision makers, including Prime
Minister Julia Gillard, and receive
answers to their questions about the
Constitution.
Alice felt privileged to have the
opportunity to participate in a forum
where she could express her opinions
on the importance of “Closing the Gap”
and equality for all Australians.
By Jennifer Cambridge

Lombadina
Students of Lombadina-Djarindjin Catholic School on the Dampier
Peninsula held a number of successful fundraising events for Project
Compassion this year. The students planned and hosted a Basketball
Competition with Sacred Heart Beagle Bay and One Arm Point schools.
A Film Night
was held for
families, and
students of one
class were
involved in
preparing a range
of food and drinks
for their Project
Compassion Café.
The students were
very proud of their
efforts to help
other people who
are in greater need.
From left, Sharna Tait,
Gabriel Raper and Lani
Pigram ready to tempt
lucky customers at the
café with their cakes.
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Red Hill
Warlawurru Catholic School Red Hill (Halls Creek) hosted the
Halls Creek community at an event in early April to celebrate the
official opening of a recently completed building and
refurbishment project at the school. The project, which was
funded under the Federal Government’s Building Education
Revolution (BER), provided for the building of a Multi-Purpose
Hall and the refurbishment of our Kitchen.
The ceremony to mark this special event was attended by
students, staff, parents, family members, and invited guests
including the CEO of Halls Creek Shire and representatives from
local government agencies. School Community Group member
and Jaru elder Mrs Maggie Long (pictured) welcomed those
gathered and spoke of the importance of Warlawurru Catholic
School in the Halls Creek Community. She spoke to the audience
in Jaru and English and told of how the Canossian Sisters
conducted a feasibility study and set up a classroom under a bough
shed some 25 years previously, in response to a request to the
then Bishop John Jobst, from the Jaru people of Lunja
Community, Red Hill. Mrs Glare Gray, Assistant Principal
Schools’ Advisor in the Kimberley, later echoed Maggie’s words
in reflecting on how much the school had changed in its physical
structure since those early times. Mrs Gray, representing the
Director of Catholic Education in WA, Mr Ron Dullard, then
officially declared open the new building and works.
Attendees were treated to some singing by students and heard
them chant the Jaru Blessing with which we start each school day.
The children finish the chant with the words “Warak marga!” which
means “Let’s work
hard!” With the new
facilities, the
magnificent spirit
that exists between
students, staff and
community at this
little school, and the
wonderful blessings
bestowed on us by
God, you can expect
great things to be
happening at
Warlawurru. By
Dean Savoia,
Principal
Photo: A. Birrell

School News
Ringer Soak
During Holy Week, children
of Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic
School in Ringer Soak, East
Kimberley, led four beautiful
reflections as they walked in
Jesus’ footsteps and
experienced the events leading
up to His Resurrection.
Remembering Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem students
walked around the community
on Monday of Holy week
towards our prayer shelter
waving palms.
On Tuesday morning, the
KP1 Class helped us all to
remember the Last Supper,
that first Mass, which Jesus
shared with his disciples. It
Re-enacting the Crucifixion, (L to R) Kelly
helped us to remember that
Yamba, Trishaliah Macale, Thiana Long,
Jesus loves us and that we are
Hayley Macale and Esadenna Rex.
bound together in our Holy
Photo: T Davis
Communion.
The 2,3,4 Class led a sombre reflection on Wednesday morning, which
re-enacted the crucifixion of Jesus. All were reminded that Jesus
suffered and gave His life for us.
On Thursday morning, the 5,6,7 Class led a moving re-enactment of
the Stations of the Cross. We watched Jesus lead us to his death and
resurrection and were encouraged to live His new life. By Tanya Davis

Wyndham
St Joseph’s School, Wyndham held a morning tea in mid March where
they talked, with parents and families from the community, about the
School Community Partnership Agreement. There was a really big turn
out with many parents, grandparents and younger siblings coming
along. The Aboriginal Teaching Assistant’s have been working on the
School Community Partnership Agreement since last year and used this
opportunity to present the pamphlet which they had prepared.
Families also visited classrooms where they met new teachers, saw
their children’s work and
talked to the teacher about
their child’s progress. The
school plans to have more
of these morning teas and
to invite parents and
families into the school.
By Jean O’Reeri
Sally Johnson and Jean Martin
demonstrate some aspects of
the Partnership.
Photo: M Farrell

New Kids on the Block
LEFT: Azeeko Davey, born in
Broome in December, rests
comfortably in the arms of
his aunty Shalene Carter.
Photo: CAS

Warmun
Ngalangangpum School in Warmun has three faction houses - St Mary
MacKillop, St John the Baptist and St Joseph.
This year, on St Joseph’s Day, 19 March, celebrations began with a
liturgy highlighting the many qualities of St Joseph.
It has become a tradition at the school to raise money for Caritas’
Project Compassion on St Joseph’s Day while having some great fun
along the way.
In the weeks leading up to St Josephs’ Day classes chose activities
such as guessing competitions, cake stalls, second hand clothing, BBQ,
beauty parlour, popcorn making, frozen ice cups and more. People
from all over the community came to buy things and to enjoy
themselves. By Sr Mary McDonnell rsj

RIGHT: Broome baby,
Rodney James Leo
Clements in the arms of his
dad, Brodie. Photo: CAS

LEFT: Travis Burgu with
his Kalumburu mum,
Vanita, at Gib RiverNgallaganda, central
Kimberley. Photo: CAS

The cake stall proved a very popular choice for many customers.
Photo: Sr M McDonnell rsj
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Parish/Mass Centres
BROOME

Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times:
Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA

Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times:
Balgo: Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
Billiluna: Sunday 4.00pm
Mulan: Sunday 10.00am

DAMPIER PENINSULA

Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Bill Christy CSSp
Mass times:
Beagle Bay: Saturday 5.00pm Vigil
		
Sunday 8.00am
Lombadina: Sunday 8.30am

DERBY

		
Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
Derby: Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
		
Sunday 9.00am
Fitzroy Crossing 5.30pm 2nd & 4th
		
Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK

Ph: 08 9168 6177
Fax: 08 9168 6197
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times:
Sunday 8.30am

KALUMBURU

Ph: 08 9161 4342
Fax: 08 911 4349
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Nicholas Kipkemboi
Mass times:
Saturday 5.30pm Vigil
Sunday 7.00am

KUNUNURRA

Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times:
Kununurra: Sunday 8.30am
Wyndham: Sunday 5pm
Warmun: Monday 5.00pm

If someone asks what World Youth Day 2013
in Rio de Janeiro will be like, the event’s
organizers believe they
have the perfect
answer – the open
arms of the city’s
famous statue of Christ
the Redeemer.
“Looking at the
imposing statue of
Christ the Redeemer
statue on Corcovado
we can see the essence
of World Youth Day:
Christ is with open
arms in a gesture of

Prayer Time
Pentecost
Holy Spirit,
thank you for those moments,
moments that come unexpectedly,
when I feel your presence around me.
Sometimes you are like a light breeze,
that rustles summer leaves,
refreshing coolness in the heat.
Sometimes you are like a wind,
so strong I stir like grass,
bending to the force of your love.
I thank you, Lord,
for these precious moments,
so undeserved by me,
that come suddenly as gift.

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA

I ask you, Lord,
stir me like shimmering grass,
bend me like river reed,
to the inspiration of your will.

WYNDHAM

“They heard what sounded like a powerful
wind from heaven, the noise of which
filled the whole house.” (Acts 2.1)

Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Oliver Okolie
Mass times:
Sunday 9.00am

Refer Kununurra Parish

love and welcome, the true centre of this event, he
is what young people want to find,” said Cardinal
Stanislaw Rylko, President of the Pontifical
Council for the Laity.

“Go and Make Disciples of All Nations”
Matthew 28:19

Theme for WYD in Rio de Janeiro
July 23-28, 2013

A family remembers
At the 70th Anniversary of the Air
Raid on Broome are, from left, Charla
and Rita Clements, Cissy Djaigween and
Camille and Erica Bernard. The
ceremony was held in Bedford Park on
the foreshore of Roebuck Bay and in the
background is the tail wing of the DC3
that was shot down over Carnot Bay on
3 March 1942.
Rita’s father, Joe Bernard, was the
first to reach the wreck. He made the
survivors comfortable before heading to
Beagle Bay Mission to get help and then
led the rescue party back to the plane.

Amen.
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LEFT: A memorable picture of some faithful
disciples whose combined years of service, as
Professed Religious or as Ordained Ministers,
totals one hundred and ninety years. Their
accomplishment and commitment was
acknowledged at a dinner for Principals, Priests,
Pastoral Associates and Catholic Education staff
following the Chrism Mass held in Broome in
March. Cutting the cake, from left: Fr Bill Christy
20 years ordained, St Alma Cabassi RSJ 40 years
professed, Fr Nicholas Kipkemboi 10 years
ordained, Sr Philomena Hockings SSJG 60 years
professed and Sr Veronica McCarthy SSJG 60
years professed. 280312 Photo: CAS

RIGHT: Bishop Saunders
lowers the Paschal Candle
into the font as he blesses
the Baptismal Water during
the celebration of the Easter
Vigil in Broome. 070412
Photo: J Grimson

RIGHT: Newly arrived to the Kimberley,
Tobias Clift has taken on the role of
Manager of Kalumburu Mission. Tobias
and his family, wife Aimee, son Ezekiel
and daughter Leah are from
Queensland. They are quickly adapting
to life in this remote northern
community. Photo: A Meredith
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LEFT: Alex Ball enjoyed himself as he
squeezed lovely fresh oranges to raise
funds for Caritas during Lent. The fresh
and healthy orange juice was amongst
other goodies on sale in the Project
Compassion Café at Lombadina
Djarindjin Catholic School on the
Dampier Peninsula. Photo: S Carroll

