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Editorial
The Family: An invaluable resource worth developing
That the family is the basic
building block of society is
something that many people in
Australia instinctively know
and, when pushed, will heartily
defend. Yet, there are powerful
opposing forces at work in our
nation that insidiously attempt
to undermine that foundational
platform. This opposition gains
persuasive force driven by the
economic rationalists in both the
private and the public sectors.
In our economy, in
recent years we have seen
the growth of specific trends
in two employment models
that endanger the fabric of
our society: casual work with
its accompanying insecure
employment, and the burgeoning
fly-in-fly-out (FIFO) labour
group.
Up to 24% of Australian
employees are in casual
employment, but that estimate
is regarded as conservative and
does not take into account fixed
term contracts, independent
contractors and labour hire
agencies. Meanwhile, all
indications are that this
percentage of casuals in the
labour force is increasing.
The problem with a society
that depends on the casualisation
of its workforce is that it is very
difficult to ensure that many
workers do not fall through the
cracks into a world of deepening
poverty. Those relying on casual
work may not even be able to

get a mortgage, let alone manage
the repayments. Nor might
they be eligible for a personal
loan or even accommodation in
today’s competitive marketplace.
The exponential growth of
sweatshops in the rag trade and
the increasing numbers of poorly
paid migrant cleaners are but two
barely visible tips of the hidden
poverty iceberg that largely drifts
on, unnoticed by a busy world.
As Australia continues to sell
more of its mining and energy
resources to places like China,
and then buys back value-added
products, our own manufacturing
capabilities are diminished, thus
putting people out of work. It is
easy to name a host of Australian
brands that have ceased to exist
or are now located in factories
overseas. Those who have been
made redundant are being asked
to relocate to areas where the
resource industries are booming
or alternatively save themselves
from poverty by joining the
growing number of fly-in-flyout developments. These types
of workers are encouraged by
people who have no intention of
moving anywhere themselves.
Politicians, industry magnates,
bankers and major share-holders
in mining and energy don’t care
about the effect this massive
movement has upon people,
their social relationships or their
family well being. Seeing your
children grow up in a ‘two week
on – two week off’ arrangement

substantially alters a healthy
family life, to say nothing of
deals such as ‘three on and
one off’. These are unnatural
constructs as they separate one
partner from the home and leave
the family impoverished, devoid
of its natural completeness,
solely on the basis of an
economic requirement. Children
grow up barely knowing their
father, or mother, confused by
the actions of a loving parent
who is absent for a significant
period in the life of the child or
spouse.
The destructive trends of
a growth in the casualisation
of the workforce and the ever
expanding FIFO developments
may bring short term financial
gains for the participants. But the
real cost of these alterations to
our societal makeup are yet to be
fully realized.
Being cut off from friends
and the normal social networks,
forced to work two or three jobs
each day at odd hours, isolated
from the family unit by distance
and time, are modern aberrations
indicative of a society in
decline, where the sacredness
of the family is devalued and the
moral worth of a community of
peoples is denied.
It is time to look at our
priorities again and to reevaluate the economic models
that dictate how we are to
live. What constitutes real
prosperity? KCP

COVER: James Tong holds the
crosses that were placed in the
St Mary’s Primary facilities
after the opening of its new
and refurbished buildings.
Photo: A Mitchell
“Through Jesus Christ our Lord, we
received grace and our apostolic mission
to preach the obedience of faith to all.”
Rm 1:5
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Ten Steps towards being a Peacemaker
9. Attend to prayer and your spiritual development
We can address violence in our lives and in the world around us in a way
that is non-violent. This brings us face to face with the challenges and
hurts of our world and with a merciful God who is the source of love and
compassion that transforms and heals all wounds. Prayer creates a
renewed sense of the presence of God, and peace fostered in our hearts
lifts our vision above the trivial to consider what really matters. Create
space to be reflective about your life and the needs of your family and
friends. Consider how your prayer and the prayer of your parish can
change the world.
[Australian Catholic Social Justice Council]
2 Kimberley Community Profile JULY 2012

Sisters Celebrate 40 Years Profession
By Sister Mary Ryan RSJ (Victoria)
Thirteen Sisters of St Joseph gathered in Kununurra during
Easter Week to celebrate their 40th year of religious
profession. Unfortunately one Sister wasn’t able to join the
celebration because of illness.
Our East Kimberley base at Kununurra was just wonderful
added to by the perfect warm days, followed by lovely
evening breezes which made for very pleasant dining on the
convent veranda, debriefing on the day’s travels and
reflecting on some aspect of our lives and dreams for the
future.
The week spent together gifted us with so much that made
my heart dance: interaction with Aboriginal people including
artists at work, land and aerial views of stunning landscapes,
boabs, waterlilies, waterfalls, crocodiles, rock wallabies and
myriad species of birds, all of which made it easy to
remember Mary MacKillop’s words, “There, where you are,
you will find God!”

Photo: Sr M Ryan RSJ

Saint News

St James the Greater, Apostle
Feast Day: 25 July
Patron Saint of Labourers

James was the son of
Zebedee and Salome and
the brother of St John the
Apostle. Fishermen like
their father, James and
John were on their father’s
boat mending his nets
when the Lord passed by.
Jesus called James and
John, and asked them to follow him. He told them, as his
disciples they would become fishers of men. They would
help him to spread the Good News about God’s kingdom.
Zebedee watched as his two sons left the boat to follow
Jesus.
He was present at most of the miracles performed by
Christ and was put to death by Herod around the year 44.
Saint James is the Patron Saint of Spain and, according
to legend, his remains are held in the Cathedral of
Santiago de Compostela in Galicia (Spain).
PRAYER:
Almighty Father, by the martyrdom of Saint James you
blessed the work of the early Church.
May his profession of faith give us courage and his
prayers bring us strength.
We ask this through Our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, forever and ever.
Amen.

Three of the thirteen sisters celebrating their Jubilee have
given service to the Kimberley. Pictured above from left: Sr
Maree Riddler who worked in education in Wyndham,
Kununurra and Warmun; Sr Nola Goodwin has been in the
Kimberley for almost twenty years, working in education at
Wyndham, Warmun, Balgo where she is presently located,
Ringer Soak, Mulan, La Djardarr Bay and Gibb River, and a
for brief time Halls Creek in pastoral work; Sr Alma Cabassi
worked in education at Ringer Soak and Warmun and is now
the Broome Diocesan Family Support Worker based in
Kununurra and Halls Creek and travelling the East Kimberley.

WANTED: Volunteer Workers KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered.
For further details and an application form
please contact the co-ordinator:
Phone: 08 9192 1060
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

The carpenter’s son
Jesus was born into a worker’s family. He was known as ‘the
carpenter’s son’ (Matthew 13:55). Many of his stories and
examples were about the everyday lives of people who work for
a living.
More than 120 years ago, Pope Leo XIII wrote his encyclical
Rerum Novarum about justice for working people. Pope Leo
was concerned at the misery and exploitation that marked the
lives of so many workers, and at the desperation he saw around
him. Part of his message was that employees have a right to
proper wages and conditions of work.
So at the heart of the Catholic Church’s commitment to
workplace justice we find the Gospel message and the long
tradition of Catholic social teaching.
In the past three decades, there have been profound
changes in Australia’s economy and workplaces. We no longer
protect our industries with tariffs; technology plays a far greater
role in our lives, particularly at work; and the idea of a lifetime
in one job or workplace belongs increasingly to the past.
All these issues were taken up by Bishop Christopher
Saunders in his Pastoral Letter for this year’s Feast of St
Joseph the Worker. As he points out, one of the biggest
changes has been the decline in permanent employment, with
huge implications for workers’ family lives, for their
relationships, and for their capacity to build for the future by
saving or buying a home.
Many of the insights in Bishop Saunders Letter come from
submissions to the recent Independent Inquiry into Insecure
Work in Australia, commissioned by the ACTU and chaired by
Brian Howe AO.
For the luckiest, says Brian Howe, flexibility means
opportunity. But many others are ‘employed on various insecure
arrangements, casual, contract or through labour hire
companies, on low wages and with far fewer if any benefits.
Many do not know what hours they will work from week to
week, and often juggle multiple jobs to attempt to earn what
they need.’
The submissions tell of workers who have had 40 jobs in the
last 12 months; who never know if they can pay their bills
because work is so irregular; who know that refusing shifts to
care for a sick child means they may not be offered more work.
In the words of Brian Howe: ‘Their work is not a “career”; it is a
series of unrelated temporary positions that they need to pay
rent, bills and food.’
The report has wide recommendations: redefining
‘employer’ and ‘employee’, better national employment
standards, regulation of the labour hire industry, reform of the
Newstart allowance and others.
In a famous passage in Rerum Novarum, Pope Leo said: ‘If
through necessity or fear of a worse evil the workman accepts
harder conditions because an employer or contractor will afford
him no better, he is made the victim of force and injustice’.
Ninety years later, Pope John Paul II issued another encyclical,
Laborem Exercens (On Human Work), in which he said: ‘Man’s
life is built up every day from work, from work it derives its
specific dignity’.
Work is an essential part of all our lives; like Jesus, we are
sons and daughters of carpenters. But more and more
Australian workers, it seems, are looking in vain for work that
acknowledges their dignity and humanity.   KCP
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garnduwa
Garnduwa staff, Leah Thorpe and Ryan Campbell spent a
week in May at Kalumburu in the Community and School.
Students, from Kindy to High School, had an opportunity to
be involved in the clinics run by Garnduwa. Most of the
sessions involved football skills, however the High School
girls also played
an exceptional
game of
basketball.
There were also
visits to the desert
communities for
Auskick programs
as well as the Ord
Valley Muster
Basketball
Carnival, for both
men and women,
held in Kununurra.
Leslie Ann French, of
Kalumburu, at practice,
shows great style when
she takes this
sensational mark.  
Photo: L Thorpe

Kimberley Wild

Northern Brushtail Possum
Scientific Name: Trichosurus amhemensis

The Northern Brushtail Possum is quite common in the
Kimberley and inhabits large areas that have trees and
shrubs. Its fur is grey in colour with a white underbelly
and pink skin, although a reddish copper fur colour is
also well known. Strangely, given the name, it does not
have a brushy tail. It is common around Broome and on
the Dampier Peninsula as well as in Northern Kimberley
and the Northern Territory wooded areas. Food includes
fruit, some types of leaves, flower seeds and plant matter.
The possum breeds all
year round with a gestation
period of about 18 days
followed by 4-5 months in a
pouch. This marsupial
generally gives birth to only
one offspring at a time and
this individual can live for
up to fifteen years.
The Northern Brushtail
prefers to live in hollows in
trees and in caves but seems
just at home in the roofs of
houses and in backyard
sheds. The body length of
the adult Northern Brushtail
is usually between 35cm and This little fellow is quite at home in
the gardens of Notre Dame,
55cm. KCP
Broome. Photo: CAS

Briefly Speaking

Photo: CAS

Photo: CAS

Frances Regan, from
Blairgowrie in Victoria, has
been at Warmun Retreat
Centre (Mirrilingki), helping
out with catering and cleaning
through the recent drug and
alcohol programme. Frances
has previously volunteered in
the school at Billiluna and at
Warmun and feels quite at
home in the East Kimberley.

Father Peter Carrucan was
resident priest in Kununurra/
Wyndham Parish during the
month of May. Father Peter
hails from Melbourne where
he lives in active retirement.
His time in the East Kimberley
parish was appreciated by the
people who are without a
Parish Priest until July.

Photo: J Grimson

Sister Kathrine Conley (L) and Sister Elizabeth Young have
recently completed a term of Pastoral Care at the Curtin Detention
Centre near Derby. Both are Sisters of Mercy and have returned to
take up other ministry in their home State of South Australia.
Father Eugene
San, Provincial
of the
Pallottines, and
a friend of
Father Frank
Birrell, came up
for Father
Frank’s
Ordination on 25
May.
Photo: N Kalmar

Photo: J Grimson
Photo: CAS

Father Bernie O’Brien OMI,
Parish Priest of Moe in
Victoria, came to Broome to
attend the Ordination of Father
Frank Birrell who comes from
that part of the south. Father
Bernie got into the tourist
swing of things and visited a
number of attractions in the
Port Town including Broome’s
Pearl Luggers which he
thought was ‘brilliant’.

Kevin Luke, an ex Lay
Missionary, was in the
Kimberley for a brief stay
helping out in Broome Parish,
enjoying a sun-filled break
from his home along the
Murray in South Australia.
Kevin and his wife, Marie (dec),
were appointed at various
times to Christ the King
Lombadina, on the Peninsula,
and to Kalumburu in the north
of the Diocese.

starting
afresh
from

Christ

Photo: CAS

Monsignor Kevin Long, Rector
of St Charles Seminary Perth,
was in Broome in late May to
attend the Ordination of Deacon
Frank Birrell to the priesthood.
Father Frank was previously a
student at St Charles Seminary.
Monsignor Long preached the
Homily on the occasion of
Father Frank’s first mass.

Photo: J Grimson

Kathleen Bailey, from
Beechworth in Victoria, is
volunteering in Kalumburu
for a six month term where
she is assisting in the
Mission Shop and wherever
needed. Kathy has most
recently been working as a
Teacher of English as a
Second Language.
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Vatican Dossier

Caritas Kimberley
www.caritas.com.au

Faith is a “Free Gift of God”
Pope Benedict Reflects on Confidence in God’s ‘Yes’ to Mankind
VATICAN CITY, MAY 30, 2012 (Zenit.org).-

West Africa Food Crisis: The disaster
that doesn’t have to happen
MILLIONS of people across nine countries in West Africa
can be saved from a humanitarian catastrophe if we act
now, the Caritas international network has said.
Drought and a subsequent food crisis is endangering
an estimated 15 million people in Burkina Faso, Gambia,
Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, Chad, northern Nigeria
and northern Cameroon.
“We often see acute emergencies where the damage
is done before we arrive. This is a protracted emergency
playing out over months so if we engage now the full
impact of the crisis
can be avoided and
lives will be saved,”
Caritas network
West Africa regional
technical advisor,
Ben Safari, said.
“This looming
crisis is invisible to
Australians, but the
reality is the
potential for a fullscale catastrophe is real and these are people with real
families - husbands, wives, brothers and sisters.
“More and more we will be confronted with questions
of: how can I find clean water for my family to drink and
are we going to survive this drought?” Mr Safari said.
“These people are in trouble. Fortunately this crisis
has been identified relatively early and we have the power
to answer their questions by supporting the people of
West Africa through the delivery of an early emergency
response. That will ensure lives will be saved,” Mr Safari
said.
“The coming four to five months will be of particular
importance as that is when the rains arrive and farming
activities can happen. But with the current crisis, most
poor households have consumed their seeds and sold
their productive assets, including farm animals, in order
to survive,” he said.
“We are already having a major impact across West
Africa. But the needs are immense and right now our
global family has a unique opportunity to minimise the
impact of this potential catastrophe.”
Donate now
to the West
Africa Appeal at
Caritas
Kimberley – PO
Box 76, Broome
WA 6725 or visit
the Caritas
Australia
website.
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Pope Benedict offered a reflection
on the letters of Saint Paul, and the
role of prayer as a means of
personally encountering God the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
“Saint Paul,” said the Holy
Father, “suffered great tribulation
and had to pass through many
difficulties and afflictions, but he
never yielded to discouragement,
for he was sustained by grace and
by the nearness of the Lord Jesus
Christ, for whom he had become an
apostle by surrendering his entire
life to Him.”
The Christian life is often
wrought with difficulties, confusion, and suffering. Nonetheless,
“In being faithful to our relationship with the Lord through
constant, daily prayer we too are able to feel concretely the
consolation that comes from God. And this strengthens our
faith, because it makes us experience God’s “yes” to us, in
Christ; it makes us feel the fidelity of His love, which extends
even to the gift of His Son on the Cross.”
Moreover, Pope Benedict explains that faith is not solely a
human action, but is a “gratuitous gift of God rooted in His
fidelity, in His ‘yes’, which makes us understand how to live
our lives by loving Him and our brothers and sisters. The whole
of salvation history is a progressive self-revelation of God’s
faithfulness despite our infidelity and our rejection, in the
certainty that “the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable!” as
the Apostle declares in the Letter to the Romans (11:29).”
“God, on the other hand, never tires of us; He never tires of
being patient with us, and with His immense mercy He always
goes before us; He goes out to meet us first; His “yes” is
entirely worthy of our trust.”
The Lord’s faithful ‘yes’ and the Church’s response of
‘amen,’ is echoed throughout the liturgy, expressing our own
‘yes’ to the initiative of God. “In our prayer,” the Holy Father
went on to say, “we are called to say ‘yes’ to God and to
respond with the ‘amen’ of adherence, of faithfulness to Him
with our whole life.”
Pope Benedict concluded his address, saying that the ‘amen’
of our personal and communal prayer will envelop and
transform the whole of our lives, into a life of consolation, a life
immersed in eternal and unshakeable Love.” KCP

Southern
Visitors
Phil and Mary
Horne, ex
Broome residents,
were seen in
Broome on a
recent visit to
catch up with
family. Photo: CAS

Kimberley Masterpiece
Inspired by a crucifix at the Shrine of Our Lady at Fatima,
Portugal, a similar crucifix has been crafted from steel by
PMK Welding in Broome. The masterpiece was created by
PMK employee Wes
Damon and then
powder coated. It
was commissioned
by Bishop
Christopher
Saunders who said,
‘This is a very
unique piece of art,
inspired by the holy
shrine at Fatima but
notably a modern
local expression of
art produced with
great care and
outstanding ability.”

Catholic Mission
www.catholicmission.org.au

“I was hungry and you fed me”


-Matthew 25:35

Catholic Mission has recently launched its Propagation of
the Faith appeal across Australia, with a focus on the Horn
of Africa. The people of remote Southern Ethiopia have
been ravaged by drought and famine; thousands have
become exposed to hunger, malnutrition and as a result,
desperation. The combination of limited access to health and
education, high prevalence of diseases like pneumonia,
tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS, and high rates of infant and
maternal mortality has made their plight all the worse. The
need for physical and spiritual support among the people is
greater than ever.
With the support of Catholic Mission, the quick response
of the local Catholic Church to this humanitarian crisis has
saved the lives of many
families as they receive
essential care through the

The crucifix, held up by PMK
Welding and Fabrication
principal, Peter Kelly.  
Photo: CAS

Preparing to
Marry
A new marriage
preparation book for
couples has been
published with the
emphasis on the broader
aspects of getting ready
for the big day. Written
by well known Sydney
priest, Father Tony
Doherty, the format and
presentation follow the
lines of his highly
successful publication,
‘So You’re Working for
the Catholic Church.’

These boots
are made for
workin...
Lawrence Mandijarr (left),
fourteen years old, is
outfitted at the Kutjungka
Trade Training Centre,
Balgo campus, with new
boots. His trainer, Daniel
Wood, is helping him
prepare for the project
ahead which is building
outdoor tables. Photo: CAS

ABOVE: Students receive one
meal a day as part of the education program at Dadim Catholic
School in southern Ethiopia.
LEFT: Australian Sister Maureen
Elliott supporting the locals at
the rural outreach station in the
Dadim parish, southern Ethiopia.
Photos: Catholic Mission

emergency health and nutrition program which is run by the
Diocese. However, the need is still great for the people
living in this increasingly hostile environment.
On a daily basis, health workers, priests and missionaries,
including Australian Sister Maureen Elliott, are reaching out
to those in desperate need and are bringing new hope to the
people of Ethiopia. “I know the theme of Catholic Mission
is ‘All may have life and have it to the full’. I guess that’s
why we’re here; to try and bring life to the full, to those
who have to struggle for existence,” says Sr Maureen.
At Bushulo Catholic Hospital, Sr Maureen sees those
struggling to survive every day. The hospital treats 24,000
people every year, saving thousands of lives and is
supported by Catholic Mission.
As Jesus reminds us to be a friend of the friendless, to be
close to the ones who are alone, Jesus also calls us to feed
the hungry. You too can help the people in desperate need in
Ethiopia, and around the world, through Catholic Mission.
Simply go to our website to find out how:
http://www.catholicmission.org.au/feedme

KCP

send your donation to Catholic Mission,
PO Box 76, Broome Wa 6725
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The Year of Grace, of Christ-Centred Living

T

he Year of Grace, which began on
Pentecost Sunday, has been called by
the Bishops of Australia to assist the Catholic
community to realize our urgent need to
grow a right relationship with God and
neighbour. This time set aside is about
growing in holiness while fostering an
awareness of the rightful place of God in all
we do and say.
It is an opportunity for the faith
community to become visibly what we are
called to be through the Sacraments of
Initiation. Marked with the sign of faith in
Baptism and anointed with the oil of
salvation, we are touched “to receive His
word and to proclaim His faith to the praise
and glory of God the Father.” United in
Holy Communion, in thanksgiving and
praise, we are nourished by the Eucharist of
life. We consume the Christ and seek to
become what we have consumed. In
Confirmation we celebrate the Gifts of the
Holy Spirit who is our “Helper and Guide”.
We become more fully human, living as we
are created - in the image of God. In this
magnificent sacrament we are empowered
to be faithful by means of “the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of

right judgment and courage, the spirit of
knowledge and reverence, the spirit of
wonder and awe”. The Year of Grace is a
time of spiritual intensity and Christcentred reflection. It is a time to create a
special emphasis on rediscovering Christ at
the centre of our lives and in the midst of
our community. It is a time for witness,
prayer and penance.
I believe that if each parish invests
enough of its time, effort and resources into
nurturing the Year of Grace among the
faithful then it will have an effect that will
give lasting, holy and powerful life to the
parish. Already it would seem, in some
places, energy has been significantly
expended to promote the Year of Grace. In
Broome, on Pentecost Sunday, after I
launched the special Year at the end of Mass,
a family day was celebrated with food, song
and dance, accompanied by the young men
and women of Timor-Leste whose
enthusiasm was received with great joy
among those in attendance. In La Grange
Bidyadanga, south of Broome, an on-going
catechesis in the Way of Christ has been
offered by members of the Broome NeoCatechumenate community to the parish.

The Rosary has been prayed regularly to
deepen the lives of parishioners by helping
them to meditate on its holy mysteries, each
one providing a special insight into our faith.
In Halls Creek a local pilgrimage was held
to a number of places of significance around
the area, including a visit to the place
previously used for baptism, at the waters
edge, in the Creek at the Old Town site. In
Derby there was a shared meal and at
Kalumburu there were Rosaries prayed in
the village.
Our response to the call of the Year of
Grace will most likely vary. Whatever the
construct of our response it must suit the
capability of each parish. Those who are
animators in promoting the Year of Grace Priests, Parish Councillors, Principals,
Religious Education Coordinators, Religious
and Pastoral Associates – will explore their
opportunities in faith to celebrate,
encourage, enliven and focus on Christ at
the centre of our vocation as Christians. I
wish you every blessing in your pursuit of
holiness in your lives.

Launch of theYear of Grace 2012

A small group gathered for a singalong at the Launch in Broome. Photo:
J Grimson

Year of Grace Prayer

The prayer is a summary of the desires of the
Church for this year, and is recommended to be
prayed at every significant gathering of parishioners.
This prayer can become part of our communal
preparation for Mass and part of the daily program
in schools, or a great prayer to be prayed at home.
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Face painting was popular at the Launch looking very cute is Blaise Howard and his
big sister, Monique.  Photo: J Grimson

Naturally, in some areas it may need to be amended
to be effective. In Broome this prayer is being
prayed at the beginning of Novena Rosaries. Using
this prayer can help us to take up the challenge of
the Year of Grace. You can pick up a prayer card
from your parish or school.

Centacare News
Sister Leone Collins SSJG was amongst several members
of Broome community who were recognized during
National Volunteer Week WA in May this year. Sister
Leone was recognized for her many years of service to
Centacare Kimberley at a ceremony held at Broome
Circle House.

Birthday Girl
Guess who has turned a
venerable age? Acclaimed for
her beautiful painted art on silk
and cotton, on head scarves
and table cloths, renowned
Kimberley artist Sally Demin
recently celebrated her noble
years with a gathering in
Broome complete with a cake,
a host of stories glowing with
nostalgic anecdotes, ‘Remember
when...’, and hearty laughter
Photo: CAS
to accompany the memorable
feast. Oh, and how old is Sally? You’ll have to ask her!
Psst.....Check the Bible, you’ll find a clue in Psalm 90.

‘Cultura
through
‘Culturally
enrichedt
through the Gospel’

NATSICC National Assembly
1-4 October 2012
Melbourne
Sister Leone, centre, checks out her goodies bag with Damien Russell,
Manager of Centacare Kimberley, and Melinda Howard who is the Volunteer
co-ordinator at Circle House. Photo: J Grimson

Student Exchange
While visiting the Kimberley as part of the annual
exchange, students from Genazzano College Melbourne,
paid a visit to Bishop Saunders along with their
accompanying teachers. From left, Mrs Marea Lanki,
Alice Dowell, Emma Douglas, Bishop Christopher
Saunders, Prue Renehan, Georgia Dellar and Ms Clare
Ivens.
Photo: J Grimson

An opportunity for Aboriginal people to worship
and share together.
Interested in attending – contact your Parish
Priest for more information.

• Complete professional
mechanical services
• Vehicle maintenance & repairs
• All makes and models
• 4WD specialists
• Radiator repairs & replacement – Natrad specialist
• Natrad air conditioning repairer

Phone: (08) 9192 1526 2 Florence Way, Blue Haze Broome, WA
Email: promecnatrad6@bigpond.com
MRB3436
AU23091
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Ordained to the

Priesthood
The Ordination of
Frank Birrell as a
priest took place in
Our Lady Queen of
Peace Cathedral,
Broome, on Friday 25
May. Father Frank’s is
the seventh ordination
of a priest for the
Diocese of Broome.

LEFT: Bishop Saunders anoints the
hands of Father Frank as part of the
Ordination Rite.  Photo: N Kalmar

Father John Jegerow (R) Parish Priest of Ballajura, Perth, gives the
Sign of Peace to Father Frank.  Deacon Frank has done pastoral
work in the Perth parish.  Photo: N Kalmar

Father John Purnell, ordained a priest two years ago, lays hands on
the Candidate, Deacon Frank Birrell.  Photo: N Kalmar
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Pastoral Letter
For Pentecost And The Year Of Grace

PENTECOST…THE YEAR OF GRACE AND FAITH BEGINS
Given at Broome,
Ascension Sunday 2012
The Feast of Pentecost
celebrates new life in the
Spirit. It is a remembrance
of great significance
because it recalls for us the
descent of the Holy Spirit
upon the Apostles and in
that context may well be
termed the birthday of The
Church. After the Apostles
were filled with the Holy
Spirit they embarked on the
missionary task given to
them by Jesus Christ to
baptize all nations. The
work of the Church thus
began as she exercised her
vocation as the mystical
body of Christ, announcing
the Good News to a needy
world.
In the Kimberley, in a
number of places, as has
often been the case in the
past, there will be
appropriate celebrations and
special assemblies to rejoice
in the Feast Day of
Pentecost 2012. However,
Pentecost Day this year
holds an extra significance
for us as it marks the
beginning of the Year of
Grace proclaimed recently
by the Bishops of Australia.
Along with and
complementary to the Year
of Faith announced by The
Holy Father Pope Benedict,
this period of twelve
months has been set aside
for us to contemplate how
we might better live the
Gospel as baptized
Christians and how we

might better assist others to
do the same. Our prayer
begins with our desire that
in whatever we say or do
Christ may be clearly
present in our words and
actions. This is a call to
witness to Christ, to be
Christ-like and to focus our
attention on our need for
communal and personal
conversion through
penance. We seek a change
in favour of goodness and
justice for our world
through the
acknowledgement of the
presence of Christ in our
midst and together we strive
in communion so that we
might live the gifts of the
Holy Spirit we received in
Confirmation.
Each Kimberley Parish
is to arrange a launch of the
Year of Grace and Faith on
Pentecost Sunday. The
form of that launch is up to
each Parish. I trust that, for
the launch of this auspicious
occasion and the
organization of the Year to
follow, tasks will be
entrusted to as many
parishioners as possible
including Parish Councils,
Church Leaders’ groups,
School Principals, Religious
Sisters and Brothers all in
close collaboration with the
Parish Priest.
At a meeting before
Easter, Priests, Pastoral
Associates and Principals
discussed the Year of Grace.
Some wonderful ideas
emerged as to how this
appointed time might be

announced in parishes and
then celebrated over the
next twelve months. Notes
of discussions shared by the
regional groups who met in
Broome have been
circulated; hopefully they
will be of great assistance
to the planning process for
each parish and for the
Diocese as a whole.
The Bishops of Australia
have suggested that we
approach the Year of Grace
by asking “Where is Christ
in all this?” In all our work,
our recreation, our family
life, our friendships, our
prayer, our relationships
and our careers we ask:
“Where is Christ in all
this?”
The Year of Grace is a
“time of slow retreat”
urging us, through
reflection and prayer, to
reform our lives and
transform our lives in
Christ our Brother, our
Way, our Light, our

Shepherd, our Lord and
Saviour.
I invite you to
participate in this Holy Year
of Grace and Faith with
generous energy,
commitment and a deep
sense of your calling to the
higher things of life. May
this be an opportunity for
you to be truly the person
God has called you to be.
Saint Seraphim of Sarov
once said: “The true aim of
our Christian life is to
acquire the Holy Spirit of
God.” This Holy Spirit
communicates Grace to us,
just as at the First Pentecost
Grace was bestowed on the
Apostles. In our
Confirmation we are
anointed with knowledge
and a true teaching of all
those things which will
enable us to live as God has
invited us to live – in
wholeness and in
fulfillment, fully human, in
the image of God.

Most Rev Christopher Saunders
Bishop of Broome and the Kimberley

We are called to live the Gifts of the
Holy Spirit given to us in Confirmation

wonder and awe courage
understanding
wisdom right
judgement
reverence

knowledge
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The Dignity of Work:

More than a Casual Concern
A Pastoral Letter for the Feast of St
Joseph the Worker 1 May 2012
Just over 30 years ago, Pope John
Paul II made a major pronouncement,
‘On Human Work’, in which he
defended the dignity of the worker in
the face of major economic and
industrial changes that threatened to
devalue work. He stated that the
world was on the eve of new
developments that would be as
tumultuous as those experienced
during the industrial revolution:
And the “poor” appear under
various forms; they appear in various
places and at various times; in many
cases they appear as a result of the
violation of the dignity of human
work: either because the opportunities
for human work are limited as a result
of the scourge of unemployment, or
because a low value is put on work
and the rights that flow from it,
especially the right to a just wage and
to the personal security of the worker
and his or her family. 1
Since that time Australia has
witnessed massive changes in the
world of work. Globalisation has seen
the removal of tariffs and industry
protections as the economy has been
opened to international competition.
Technological improvements have
influenced almost every workplace,
increasing efficiency of production
but also displacing jobs, particularly
for low skilled workers in traditional
industries. The pressure to remain
competitive and the drive for higher
profits have also seen employers and
industry bodies seeking cost savings –
often at the expense of workers,
through redundancies, low wages and
the casualisation of jobs.
While Australia now boasts a low
II • KIMBERLEY TALKABOUT • ISSUE 11

unemployment rate of around five per
cent, this masks a significant rise in
casual and insecure work. Up to one
quarter of employees are in casual
jobs, without many of the normal
entitlements of paid leave, penalty
rates, regular hours or notice of
termination. The number of insecure
workers is likely to be much higher
when taking into account the
increased use of fixed-term contracts,
independent contractors and labour
hire agencies. The Australian Council
of Trade Unions, which is concluding
an Inquiry into Insecure Work in
Australia, estimates that up to 40 per
cent of workers do not enjoy the
rights and entitlements of secure
employment. 2
The changes have been of such a
magnitude that we should ask where
the dignity of work remains when
inadequate pay and conditions
undermine the wellbeing of
vulnerable workers.
Pay and conditions that
undermine dignity
In its submission to this year’s
Annual Wage Review by Fair Work
Australia, the Australian Catholic
Council for Employment Relations
has shown that for many families the
wages safety net has not kept pace
with rising costs of living and that the
wages safety net for all families has
fallen well behind average weekly
earnings. It is estimated that families
relying on the minimum wage of
$589.30 per week are living in deep
poverty, even when taking into
account the range of family benefits
that supplement the family income.
Both the average family of four with
one minimum wage-earner and the

sole parent working family are
particularly vulnerable. 3 Of course,
the likelihood of poverty is increased
where casual workers with irregular
hours cannot gain the hours of work
to earn even the minimum.
Some groups experience the worst
aspects of casual and insecure work –
in particular, the thousands of
sweatshop workers and outworkers in
the clothing industry, who have little
control over the flow of their work,
endure exploitative working
conditions, and can sometimes earn as
little as $3 an hour. It is not
uncommon for these women to toil
well into the night to complete an
order – sometimes relying on their
husbands and children to help meet
unreasonable deadlines. Businesses
have sometimes established sham
contracting arrangements whereby
these workers are treated not as
employees but as ‘independent
contractors’ so as to avoid the
requirements of award pay rates and
conditions. 4
The Federal Government is to be
commended for new legislation
relating to the Textile, Clothing and
Footwear industry, which ensures all
outworkers are entitled to the
protection of award rates and
conditions. This legislation sets a
clear limit on the ability of employers
to shift the normal risks of business,
such as fluctuating demand or price
competition, onto vulnerable workers.
Factors that limit career
development
Casual work has become so
widespread that it may be time to
question the common wisdom that
this type of work provides a stepping
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Cont.
stone to more secure permanent work.
There is a close relationship between
high rates of casualisation and high
unemployment, particularly for
workers in sectors such as retail and
accommodation, and almost one-third
of casual workers want to work longer
hours, mostly to earn more income. 5
Over 50 per cent of those finding jobs
through the employment service
system are moving into casual,
temporary or seasonal work. 6 Without
the opportunity for career progression
and skills development and training,
people are likely to be trapped in a
series of intermittent contracts or
spend periods moving between
unemployment and precarious jobs.
This insecurity is now extending to
those professions considered to be
highly skilled. In Australian
universities, around 65 per cent of
staff are employed on a casual and
fixed term basis. 7 Think also of the
vital work of nurses. Almost half are
in part time or casual positions and of
these, almost a half would like fulltime hours. 8
Even among professional
occupations, those in insecure
positions are less likely to be
considered for structured training.
Those undertaking training in their
own time face the difficulty of fitting
their tuition between irregular shifts
and the competing demands of
multiple jobs.
Demands that interrupt
family life
The financial pressures and irregular
time demands of casual work often
interrupt family life and place obstacles in
the way of the important aspirations of
workers and their families over the course
of their lives. Marriage and family life
can be harmed when parents juggling
round-the-clock shiftwork face the choice
of spending enough time with their
families or making ends meet.
But it is not only the demands of two
or three bosses that can intrude into
family time. Low paid workers often face
strict requirements by Government

agencies. Some single parents tell of
having to leave their children alone and
unattended while they attempt to meet the
Centrelink requirement of 30 hours of
work per fortnight in order to receive their
entitlements.9 One wonders where the
needs of children feature in relation to the
demands of a number of employers and a
government agency.
Workers in the ‘flexible’ labour market
confront other practical difficulties.
Irregular shifts can make the accurate
declaration of earnings difficult, resulting
in overpayments by Centrelink and a debt
that must be repaid. An intermittent work
history can be a major disadvantage when
seeking a mortgage, personal loans, or
even accommodation in the rental market.
For some, casual work offers
flexibility to balance work and family
commitments, to undertake study or to
supplement the income of a spouse. But
for a growing number of people, it has
become an impediment to achieving a
healthy and fulfilling life. For many in
insecure work, ‘flexibility’ represents a
backward step rather than a path to
improved wages and conditions.
A call for decent work
In a developed nation such as
Australia, one would imagine that our
wealth and the organisation of our labour
market would ensure low paid, vulnerable
workers and their families could live in
basic dignity. Sadly, this is often not the
case.
Pope Benedict XVI, in his 2009
Encyclical Caritas in Veritate, reaffirmed
the Church’s call for ‘decent’ work:
It means work that expresses the
essential dignity of every man and woman
in the context of their particular society:
work that is freely chosen, effectively
associating workers, both men and
women, with the development of their
community; work that enables the worker
to be respected and free from any form of
discrimination; work that makes it
possible for families to meet their needs
and provide schooling for their children,
without the children themselves being
forced into labour; work that permits the
workers to organise themselves freely, and

to make their voices heard; work that
leaves enough room for rediscovering
one’s roots at a personal, familial and
spiritual level; work that guarantees those
who have retired a decent standard of
living.10
The casualisation of work over the
past thirty years has not been confined to
a few sectors of Australia’s labour market.
It ranges across retail, accommodation
and hospitality, health and social services,
education, transport, construction and
manufacturing industries.
It is unacceptable that people who
work to clothe us, feed us, clean for us,
teach us and tend to the sick and those in
need should endure poor conditions and
have such a low value placed upon their
work. It is time to consider the need for
more decent pay and conditions for those
in insecure work. A new approach is
needed that places the dignity of the
worker at the centre of labour market
policy.
Most Rev. Christopher Saunders, DD
Bishop of Broome
Chairman, Australian Catholic
Social Justice Council
Notes
1. Pope John Paul II (1981), Laborem exercens,
Encyclical Letter on Human Work, n. 8.
2. Australian Council of Trade Unions (2011), The
future of work in Australia: Dealing with insecurity
and risk, Working Australia paper 13/2011, p. 5
3. Australian Catholic Council for Employment
Relations (2012), Submission to Fair Work
Australia’s Annual Wage Review 2011–12, pp. 104–
107.
4. Material derived from FairWear Australia website:
http://www.fairwear.org.au/
5. David Richardson (2012), Casual Labour: A
stepping stone to something better or part of an
underclass? The Australia Institute, pp. 4, 11.
6. Brotherhood of St Laurence (2011), Decent
sustainable work for all in a global economy,
Submission to the Independent Inquiry into Insecure
Work in Australia, p. 18
7. National Tertiary Education Union (2011),
Submission to the Independent Inquiry into Insecure
Work, p. 10
8. Australian Nursing Federation (2012), Submission
to the Independent Inquiry into Insecure Work, p. 3
9. Brotherhood of St Laurence (2011), p. 16–17.
10. Pope Benedict XVI (2009), Caritas in veritate,
Encyclical Letter on Integral Human Development
in Charity and Truth, n. 63.
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Journey to Ordination Fr Frank Birrell
I have had a desire to be a priest from
a very early age, but having tried to
live in a religious community, I felt
that I was not called to this way of life.
I wanted to work with people and
decided to train as a primary school
teacher. I studied at Christ College,
Chadstone, and obtained a Diploma of
Teaching. My teaching career started
in my home town at Presentation
College Junior School in Moe,
Victoria, where I was employed as the
Religious Education Co-ordinator and
as a class teacher. During the six years
I was at this school I also became very
involved with the St Vincent de Paul
Society. I became the local President
and then eventually the Regional
President.
I had heard from my eldest brother
that there was a great shortage of
teachers in Western Australia. So the
cry went out: ‘Go west young man!” I
obtained a part time position at Kolbe
Catholic College in Rockingham and a
part time position at the state
headquarters of St Vincent de Paul
Society. These positions I held for six
years.
It was about this time that I tracked
down Father Eugene San SAC, a
family friend, who was looking after
the Parish of Beagle Bay. We
corresponded for some time and at one
stage Father Eugene told about a
position at Beagle Bay of REC and
assistant principal. Following a phone
interview I was on my way to Beagle
Bay. I arrived in 1996 and was to stay
at Beagle Bay for the next eight years.
I have many happy memories and a
few sad memories of Beagle Bay. I
particularly recall being there when the
Sacred Heart Church bell tower
collapsed and seeing the great work
that went into restoring it to its former
glory, with co-operation and support
from both the community and school.
There were red alerts - but we never
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experienced the full
force of a cyclone.
At the start of
2006 I began
working as the REC
and Assistant
Principal at Holy
Rosary School
Derby, where I
remained for three
years. Towards the
end of 2008, having
taught in various
places for close to
30 years, I spoke
with Bishop
Christopher and
decided to work as
a Pastoral Associate
in the Broome
Diocese to discern
my vocation.
During the next
twelve months I worked in Kununurra,
Wyndham and Balgo.
At the start of 2010 I was off to
Perth and St Charles Seminary to
update my theology and move towards
becoming a priest for the Diocese of
Broome. During that first year at St
Charles I was ordained a deacon and
worked in Ballajura Parish while
studying. My studies were completed
in May 2011 and were followed by a
30 day silent retreat in South Australia.
Returning to the Kimberley in July
2011, I began working in Halls Creek
and remained there until December
2011. Bishop Christopher asked me to
move up to Kununurra and help the
Parish Priest who was unable to drive
a vehicle due to a knee operation.
While in Kununurra we travelled
extensively doing the Mass round each
weekend. When the Parish Priest did
not return from holidays, I looked after
the parish till Holy Week this year.
The Bishop wanted me back in
Broome to smooth off a few rough

edges. I participated in the Easter
ceremonies, visited the sick in hospital,
preached at the weekend Masses,
blessed several homes around Broome
and completed various chores devised
by Father Matt.
Finally, after gaining more pastoral
experience, I was ordained on 25 May
2012.
At a solemn ceremony, in Our Lady
Queen of Peace Cathedral, which
attracted people from far and wide, I
was ordained a priest for the Diocese
of Broome by Bishop Christopher
Saunders. With so many people
praying for me and Masses being
offered for me, from New Zealand to
Ireland, I truly felt that the Spirit had
come down on me as with the first
apostles in that upper room. I now
pray that the Lord will continue to
walk by my side as he has throughout
my life. I pray that I will be the priest
that the people of the Kimberley want
me to be, someone to walk with them
through life. KCP

Ordained to the

Priesthood

ABOVE: During his First Mass
on Saturday 26 May, Father
Frank elevates the Host.
Photo: J Grimson

ABOVE: At his first Mass: Father Frank gives Communion to his
sister, just one of a large number of family members in attendance.  
Photo: J Grimson

LEFT: Sr Alma
receives a blessing
from the newly
ordained priest, after
his First Mass.  
Photo: J Grimson

RIGHT: Cutting the cake
after the First Mass –
Father Frank Birrell.  
Photo: CAS

LEFT: In order to attend Father Frank’s
ordination people travelled from as far away
as Victoria.  Beagle Bay, Derby, Wyndham and
Kununurra were well represented too.  
Marjorie Hunter (L) from Wyndham was
delighted she could attend.  Photo: J Grimson
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Notre Dame KIMBERLEY
Reconciliation Enhanced Through Community Life
at Student Accommodation By Mary Thomas, Residential Co-ordinator
The UNDA Broome Campus provides
45 long term rooms and 34 short term
beds for Kimberley and other remote
students. There is also an opportunity
for students of Notre Dame Fremantle
to visit for a semester, and other
students from Western Australia and
beyond, to experience studying at the
Broome Campus while also learning
more about the uniqueness of the
Kimberley.
In the spirit of reconciliation, the
Campus Accommodation Mission
Statement states: “The Campus is
committed to providing a home for
students that is safe, caring, supportive
and culturally sensitive. We support
learning and practical life skills and
aim to provide a well maintained range
of quality accommodation.” It is the
basis of this Mission Statement that
supports the activities and events that
are organised to enhance the students’
learning and cultural experiences,
through supported study sessions,

helping students with learning support,
exam study techniques and creating a
caring and supportive home-like
environment.
At the start of the semester a
welcome-to-campus gathering, in the
form of a student BBQ, was held at the
Village. This opportunity allowed the
returning residents to mingle with the
new residents to share their knowledge
of how to survive university life and
how to live communally and
cooperatively in a responsible and
mature way. The level of ‘chatter’
during the BBQ indicated that the old
residents wanted to support the new
students and welcome them into their
‘home’. Often this living experience is
the first time some students have left
home to live independently, so this
caring learning and living space is
vitally important to creating a
successful academic environment with
a balance between all aspects of a
positive lifestyle.

The Student
Hostel,
providing short
term accommodation, caters
for a diverse range of Notre Dame
students, from Education Pathway
students completing Certificate III
and IV courses, to Kimberley
community groups, Kimberley
Training Institute students through to
visiting students and academics from
other universities. During communal
meal times there is a chance for this
mix of people to come together to
dialogue, to learn and to go away
with new knowledge and respect of
others. By providing personal support
and services the University of Notre
Dame Accommodation is enhancing
reconciliation by creating a
supportive environment and
communication between a diverse
range of people who are meeting the
challenges of university life and
beyond.

Broome student shortlisted for prestigious national teaching scholarship
A mature age Education student at
The University of Notre Dame
Australia’s Broome Campus has
expressed her delight at being
shortlisted for the highly acclaimed
Governor-General’s Indigenous
Student Teacher Scholarships.
Sharon Davis, currently in the third
year of her Bachelor of Education K-7
degree, said she applied for the
scholarship to fulfil her dream of
teaching children in her hometown of
Broome.
The scholarship is provided
annually to one Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander student from each
Australian state through the Federal
Government’s Department of
Education, Employment and
Workplace Relations.
Ms Davis, a Bardi woman from the
Kimberley region of Western
Australia, currently juggles her fulltime study commitments whilst raising
a family.
Should she be announced as a
scholarship recipient later this year,
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Ms Davis said she would be extremely also received the Student of the Year
grateful.
Award at the 2011 Kullari NAIDOC
“I think teaching is one of the most Awards held in Broome.
important jobs in the world,” Ms
Davis said.
“The most important thing for
me is that the children in the
Kimberley get a teacher who lives
in their community and can act as a
role model for them.
“For me to have the opportunity
to teach here in Broome and the
surrounding Dampier Peninsula is
extremely special as I am
surrounded by my people and my
culture – two things very close to
my heart.”
Dean of the School of Education
in Fremantle, Professor Michael
O’Neill, congratulated Ms Davis on
being shortlisted for the prestigious
scholarship.
Last year, Ms Davis became the
first Indigenous student to win the
Vice Chancellor’s Medal in the
Sharon Davis and Deputy Vice Chancellor, Broome,
School of Education for her
Professor Lyn Henderson-Yates.  
excellent academic achievement. She Photo: UNDA Fremantle

Builders and Collectors Exhibition
Angela Bakker’s exhibition on display at the Bernardine Room, St
John of God Old Convent, Broome, is a remarkable awakening to
what drive there is in people to build and collect. Using clay that is
sourced locally the sculptor has formed, painted and glazed pieces
which include, among other things, depictions of well known
buildings in Broome such as Tack’s Store and Sun Pictures and the
Court House. Each item has a distinctive element about it born out in
engaging angles and shapes and in the hues of its peculiar glaze. Also
displayed are mounted collections of copper nails and memorabilia
from the pearling days that were rescued from the sands along the
Bay foreshore, and metre high glazed statues of fishermen alongside
of clay miniatures of eye-catching buildings as found in other lands.
Like many people in Broome, Angela Bakker came from
somewhere else, and in fact grew up on her father’s farm in what is
today Zimbabwe. She has become a local potter of some note over
the years – a treasure among a coterie of artists who have made
Broome their home.
Angela Bakker’s Chimera Pottery Studio is at 16 McDaniel Road,
Broome WA 6725 and is open Tuesday to Thursday 9am until 12
noon, or by appointment, Tel 08 91921056.

Angela Bakker with some of her masterpieces.  Photo: CAS

Perpetua
Hobcroft nee
Durack, daughter
of renowned
Kimberley artist
Elizabeth
Durack, was
instrumental in
arranging Angela
Bakker’s
exhibition at the
Bernardine Room
in early June.

Anne Bloemen
officially opened the
exhibition of pottery
by Angela Bakker
before a large
audience at the St
John of God Old
Convent. She
described the works
as: “an amazing
assemblage of
sculptured and painted
ceramics.”

Photo: CAS

Photo: CAS

Kimberley Kitchen
Chris Knapman (pictured) has been in Kalumburu working with the young people
there for the past couple of years. He recently spent a few weeks in Broome where
he was spied cooking up this great smelling (and heard to be, great tasting) curry for
dinner at the Presbytery one evening. Chris gets his recipes from the Commonsense
Cook Book which his grandmother always used – ‘If it was good enough for my
grandmother it has to be good.’ Chris will shortly be heading to Perth and St
Charles’ Seminary where he will continue his study for the priesthood.

So Simple – delicious curried chops
Ingredients:

Method:

1 kg lamb chops
1 apple
1 brown onion
1 tblsp plain flour
1 tblsp curry powder
1 tsp salt
2 tsp sugar
2 1/2 cups beef stock
Oil for frying

Finely chop apple and
onion then fry in a
frying pan until cooked.
Remove from heat.
Combine the dry
ingredients then mix it
through the apple and
onion in the pan.

Put chops, stock and
apple/onion mixture into
a pot.
Bring to the boil,
reduce to a simmer and
cook slowly for 1 1/2
hours.
Serve with rice.
Photo: J Grimson
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Parish News
Broome
Visitors from
Canada, Christine
(L), with her
daughter Valentine,
and Venus, with her
son Ion, pictured
outside the
Cathedral in
Broome following
Mass on Mother’s
Day.
Photo: J Grimson

Kalumburu
The Family Support Worker for the Broome Diocese, Sister Alma Cabassi
rsj, and Kinway Counsellor, Yogita Thompson, visited Kalumburu on two
occasions recently. Once was when the King Edward River rose to record
heights and soon after when a young 8 year old boy drowned in the river’s
strong current when caught in submersed logs.
Several groups of children participated in a reflection and debrief around
the trauma of the passing of the young boy. Many stories were told during
the visiting of families and hosting groups in the old ‘Convent Kitchen’.
On each occasion two women completed the Seasons for Healing
program: Vanessa Adams and Patricia Unghango in the first group, Erica
Gregory and Gwen Peumorra in the second.

Erica Gregory, Patricia Unghango and Gwen Peumorra.  Photo: Sr A Cabassi rsj

Balgo
The combined
communities of Mulan,
Billiluna and Balgo
celebrated the Feast of
Pentecost and the Launch
of the Year of Grace with
Mass in St Therese’s
Church, Balgo.
RIGHT: Parish Priest Fr John
Purnell and Church Leaders, from
left, Helen Nagomarra, Fatima
Lulu, Marie Mudgedell, Imelda
Guguman and Eva Nagomarra,
prepare for the Procession of Light.  
Photo: Br M Blattman FSC
FAR RIGHT: The congregation is
blessed as Eileen Tax, Caitlan
Lulu and her son Keiran sprinkle
them with holy water.  
Photo: Br M Blattman FSC
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Halls Creek
Helping Ourselves to Help Others - parishioners of Halls Creek Parish had
a shared meal to raise funds for Caritas’ Project Compassion. The meal
was hosted by Michelle and Dean Savoia.
Many in the small community gathered to share the meal and some
friendly conversation. It was a successful way to raise awareness of, and
the much needed
monetary resources for,
Caritas Australia. Among
the fundraising activities
were a fiercely fought
Scrabble competition,
Bingo fun and a DVD
night. With the donations
and Caritas Project
Compassion boxes the
parish almost reached its
goal.
Louise Pearce (L) and Michelle Savoia help themselves to some of the delicious
food at the shared meal.  Photo: Sr A Cabassi rsj

Kununurra
Kathy O’Leeri and her grandson, Landy, of Kununurra with Bishop
Christopher Saunders outside St Vincent’s Church Kununurra.

Photo: Sr C O’Connor rsj

School News
Beagle Bay
Sacred Heart School, Beagle Bay, on the Dampier Peninsula, has had
three of its students sign up for traineeships with Skill Hire in Broome
during Term Two. Chantelle Shadforth, Loretta Howard and Larry Smith
all signed up for traineeships working towards their Certificate in
Community Services. Working in the classrooms, Chantelle and Larry
worked with the Pre-Primary Class and Miss Kym, and Loretta with Mr
Brian in the Year 4/5 Class.
Our trainees are very excited about their new jobs and have shown great
enthusiasm throughout the school as they work with their students. They
will eventually start formal training with the Kimberley Training Institute
in Broome.
By Tristan Sarah

Mulan
On Thursday 24 May, John Pujajangka-Piyirn School in Mulan, in the
south east Kimberley, celebrated the Feast Day of Our Lady Help of
Christians with a paraliturgy in the Library. There was a story about
Mary, a reading from the Gospel about the time Jesus was ‘lost’ in the
temple and how Mary, his mother, was very upset and we learned a
song about Mary called ‘Mary said Yes Yes Yes’.
Afterwards, the children completed some worksheets on Our Lady.
Here are three of them, from left, Lukey, Torrie and Emo, proudly
showing their work. By Les Coyle
Photo: L Coyle

Red Hill

Trainees, from left, Larry Smith, Chantelle Shadforth, Loretta Howard Photo: B Doyle

Lombadina
The Lombadina Djarindjin Catholic School worked closely with the
local Parish community to prepare for the Centenary of Christ the King
Church. As part of the celebrations the senior students filmed a
re-enactment of the time when the church was moved to its current
place. During the Centenary celebrations on Saturday 23 June, people
had an opportunity to view the film. Visitors also had an opportunity to
view 100 paintings. These were made by students and adults of the
community. This special day began with Mass at 10.30am, celebrated,
in the historic and beautiful Church, by Bishop Christopher Saunders.

Students Emilia Button (L) and Nateeka Morton, of Warlawurru
Catholic School, Red Hill, were the worthy recipients of family tickets
to the Airnorth Kimberley Moon Experience concert in Kununurra,
kindly donated by Rio Tinto. The two students were selected by staff for
their excellent
attendance,
behaviour and
application to
their work in
Term 1. Argyle
Mine employees,
Les (L) and
Nancy, presented
the prizes at a
school assembly
in May.
Photo: D Savoia

Bryson Farquarson (L) and Abraham Ryder enjoyed the visit from SciTech
in May. They took part in experiments with solids and liquids. Any fears
they held about mixing the two simply dissolved!
Photo: A Birrell

Students re-enact the relocation of the Church to its present site.  Photo: S Carroll
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School News
Broome
The opening of the new and refurbished buildings at St Mary’s College
Broome, under the Federal Government’s Building Education
Revolution initiative, took place on 16 May. The buildings were
officially opened by WA Senator Louise Pratt.
Students from both campuses joined parents and special guests for the
occasion. The upgrade included pre-primary and kindergarten
classrooms, the canteen and Primary Campus library. The two new
Science laboratories on the Senior Campus were also officially opened
on the day.
Among the official party were Monsignor Paul Boyers, Vicar General
for the Diocese of Broome and representing Bishop Saunders who was
attending a meeting of Bishops in Sydney, Mrs Mary Retel, Deputy
Director of Catholic Education WA, and Father Matthew Digges,
Administrator
of the
Cathedral
Parish.
Crosses were
placed in each
room as the
official party
visited the new
and upgraded
facilities. By
Jennifer
Cambridge

Students of St Mary’s College Broome, Kindergarten to Year 12, were
joined by staff, family and parishioners at Mass on their College Feast
Day, 24 May, the Feast of Mary Help of Christians. Bishop
Christopher Saunders celebrated the Mass and was assisted by Father
Matthew Digges, Administrator of the Cathedral Parish.
Morning tea followed
Mass and students then
participated in a tabloid
sports programme. The
primary and secondary
students joined in the
games together, forming
friendships and having
fun.
All students moved to
the Primary Campus for
lunch and more fun
activities. All agreed that
it was a great day.
RIGHT: Johari Bin Demin
places his flower at Mary’s
feet.  Photo:  S Malak

LEFT:  
Abbey Ford does
well bobbing for
apples.  
Photo:  S Malak

Students (L to R) Patrick Yambo, Curtis Morgan, Kalen Morrison and Navin Latchman
played the didgeridoo at the Opening Ceremony.  Photo: A Mitchell

Ringer Soak

From left, Mr Tony Treacy, Monsignor Paul Boyers VG, Mrs Mary Retel, Mr Michael Pepper,
Senator Louise Pratt, Mr Michael Lake and Fr Matthew Digges. Photo: A Mitchell

On Friday 1 June the students in Years 2 and 6 at St Mary’s College
worked together as part of their learning for the PATHS Program as
well as the Buddy Day Program! Each of these programs teaches
students about resilience and how to deal with someone who may be
bullying. Students are given a variety of different strategies to deal
with bullies. During the shared learning time students are encouraged
to build relationships between children of different age levels from
different class levels.
Students greeted each
other with the ‘buddy
handshake’ and then
they spent quality
time together reading
and enjoying each
other’s company. By
Margaret Valentine
Lara Lindenberg of Year 6
and Neola Mayowo who is
in Year 2 share a story.
Photo: C Christie
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The Kundat Djaru Aboriginal Community of Ringer Soak, south of
Halls Creek, was thrilled to celebrate the baptism of twelve members
of the community, five babies and seven children, during the month of
May. Fr Miguel Zavarese from Darwin, who was providing supply in
Halls Creek, and Sr Alma Cabassi rsj, Family Support Worker for the
Diocese, traversed the Sturt Creek twice in order to welcome these
new members into the faith community.

Shyla (L) and Raelen assist Fr Miguel with the sprinkling of holy water during Mass.
Photo: J Ketteringham

School News
Derby

Wyndham

Some past players from West Coast Eagles football team visited Holy
Rosary School in Derby on 22 May. A motivational speech was given
by a community coach, focusing on the importance of respecting
yourself, others
and the
environment.
Senior students
participated in a
football clinic
afterwards.

Mascot for the footy
team, Rick the Eagle,
and Abbey Kitchen
share some reading
time.  
Photo: E Wrobel

On 31 May renowned children’s author Andy Griffiths visited St Joseph’s
School in Wyndham to run a writing workshop with students in Years 5 to
7. He also presented certificates to the five students who had their stories
published in the book ‘The Naked Boy and the Crocodile’, which was
compiled after Andy’s visit to the school in 2010. Former students Jack
Dryden and Romina Bradshaw returned to the school for Andy’s visit and
to receive their
certificates;
current students
Calli-Rose
Woods,
Dominic
Bradshaw and
Lazarus
Edwards also
received
certificates.
By Shirley
Davey
From left, Calli-Rose Woods, Jack Dryden, Dominic Bradshaw, artist Andy Griffiths,
Lazarus Edwards and Romina Bradshaw.  Photo: S Davey

Kununurra
The Choir of St Joseph’s School, Kununurra, under the guidance of Mrs
Megan Garland, performed at Kununurra’s Music Under the Stars in
May. They shone like the stars in the beautiful setting of Mirima
National Park. In a stellar performance they sang three songs as the
school choir before joining with Kununurra District High School’s choir
for more songs. They finished the night on stage with the Ord Muster
Adult Community Choir for a rousing finale. This was part of the Ord
Valley Muster and is one of the special highlights of the fortnight.

New Kids on the Block
RIGHT: Kieran Lee in the arms
of his Grandmother, Angela.  
Kieran and Angela are from
the Balgo Community, in the
south east of the Kimberley.
Photo: J Grimson

Photo: T Fyfe
below: Tiny Trayden Gordon,
just weeks old, with his mother
Antoinette Seela at home in the
remote community of Ringer
Soak, East Kimberley.
Photo: J Grimson

Steven Garland (L) and Pearl Leering, of St Joseph’s School Kununurra,
were the worthy recipients of this year’s Argyle Diamonds’ family pass
to the Kimberley Moon Concert. Both Steven and Pearl have proved to
be hard-working, well-behaved students who attend school regularly.
They have earned the respect of the staff and their fellow students and
are good role
models for the
school. They
enjoyed the night
listening to some
top local and
national talent with
their families.

Ms Butterly of Argyle
Diamonds with Pearl
and Steven.
Photo: T Fyfe

RIGHT: Max
James and his
son Requarn
Cedric.  Max and
Requarn are at
Kalumburu in the
north of the
Kimberley.  
Photo: CAS
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A New Bishop for Toowoomba
Most Reverend Robert McGuckin is the newly ordained
Bishop of the Diocese of Toowoomba, Qld. His ordination
took place in St Patrick’s Cathedral, Toowoomba on
Wednesday 11 July.
Bishop McGuckin was born in Marrickville, NSW and
ordained a priest in 1973 for the Archdiocese of Sydney. He
was Vicar General in the
Diocese of Parramatta prior to
his Episcopal Ordination.
Bishop McGuckin has a long
and impressive list of
appointments and achievements
including several in the area of
Canon Law and many years
involvement with Church
Tribunals.
As one who has been called
to be a ‘Fisher of Men’, it is
perhaps fitting that for his
relaxation, Bishop McGuckin
enjoys a spot of fishing of the
regular kind.
Photo: Diocese of Parramatta

Yesteryear

Images from our past

New President for ACBC
Archbishop Denis Hart,
Metropolitan
Archbishop of
Melbourne has been
elected as the President
of the Australian
Catholic Bishops
Conference at the
Australian Bishops
Plenary Meeting held
in May.
Archbishop Hart
takes over from
Archbishop Philip
Wilson who held the
post for the past six
Photo: www.catholicdirectory.com.au
years.
Archbishop Hart is delighted to have been chosen to
serve the Church in Australia in this way.
“I am pleased to be able to serve the Church in any
way that I can. I hope to see the faith of Catholics in
Jesus Christ grow in this country. I am also grateful
for the faith that my brother Bishops have placed in
me.”
“The role of President is one which I will take
seriously, and I am humbled to have been elected,”
he said.

Canberra-Goulburn in Good Hands

Joey Roche with Lombadina children.  Circa 1970
Photo: Archives Diocese of Broome
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The Archdiocesan
Consultors of Canberra
and Goulburn have
elected Monsignor John
Woods as Diocesan
Administrator to lead the
Archdiocese until the
installation of a new
Archbishop following the
appointment of
Archbishop Mark
Coleridge to Brisbane.
John Woods was
ordained to the
priesthood in 1978 and
served as assistant priest
in Waramanga, Goulburn
and Queanbeyan before
Photo: Catholic Voice
gaining a licentiate in
Canon Law at St Paul’s University in Ottawa, Canada. On his
return to Australia he headed up the Matrimonial Tribunal of
the Archdiocese before becoming Parish Priest of Calwell, the
then most populous parish in the Archdiocese.
Fr Woods then became Administrator of St Christopher’s
Parish in Canberra and was appointed Vicar General of the
Archdiocese.
The retiring Auxiliary Bishop, Pat Power, said he was
delighted with Monsignor Woods’ election. “The Archdiocese
of Canberra and Goulburn will be in good hands.”

Parish/Mass Centres
BROOME

Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times:
	Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
	Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA

Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times:
Balgo: Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
Billiluna: Sunday 4.00pm
	Mulan: Sunday 10.00am

DAMPIER PENINSULA

Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Bill Christy CSSp
Mass times:
Beagle Bay: Saturday 5.00pm Vigil
		Sunday 8.00am
Lombadina: Sunday 8.30am

DERBY

		
Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
Derby: Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
		Sunday 9.00am
	Fitzroy Crossing 5.30pm 2nd & 4th
		Sunday of month

Give reasons for our own hope
It is necessary to follow a path of spiritual and
apostolic preparation if we really wish that the
fruits of World Youth Day Rio 2013 mature
and change our lives. We must navigate an
itinerary of prayer and work so the words of
the Holy Father, the Pope, and the renewing
encounter in Christ and with our brothers and
sisters from around the whole world can give
us the fruits of everlasting life. If we are not
paying attention, we can easily become part
of the crowd that yelled “Hosanna!” on Palm
Sunday and then “Crucify him!” on Good
Friday.

Prayer Time
Prayer to St Mary
of the Cross MacKillop

HALLS CREEK

Ph: 08 9168 6177
Fax: 08 9168 6197
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times:
	Sunday 8.30am

KALUMBURU

Ph: 08 9161 4342
Fax: 08 911 4349
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Nicholas Kipkemboi
Mass times:
	Saturday 5.30pm Vigil
	Sunday 7.00am

KUNUNURRA

Feast Day – 8 August

LIFE - It is sacred

Loving God
You show us in Mary MacKillop
a woman of faith
who accepted the cross of suffering.
May we be inspired
by her example of selfless love
to serve you ever more faithfully.
We pray this through
Christ Our Lord.
Amen

25 Robinson St, Broome WA 6725
centamanager@westnet.com.au

08 9192 2293

Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times:
Kununurra: Sunday 8.30am
Wyndham: Sunday 5pm
Warmun: Monday 5.00pm

Offering Services

• Homeless Housing Support Outreach
• Mental Illness Homeless Housing Support
• Assistance with food, clothing and other
personal needs
• Return to Country travel

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA

Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Oliver Okolie
Mass times:
	Sunday 9.00am

BREAKFAST is provided at
Fr McMahon Place on Monday,

WYNDHAM

Refer Kununurra Parish

I wish to make pilgrimage with you and,
therefore, I would like to propose a brief
reflection on the theme of the first World
Youth Day: “Always be prepared to respond
to anyone who asks for a reason for the hope
that is in you.” (1 Pt 3:15)
May Christ, the Logos (Word of God)
incarnate, illuminate us so that we can in our
daily lives give reasons for our hope.
From an address to youth in April 2012 by
Archbishop Orani João Tempesta,
Metropolitan Archbishop of St Sebastian of
Rio de Janeiro.

Unborn baby. 19 weeks.

Wednesday and Friday 8.00am-9.30am
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ABOVE: Sister Alma Cabassi RSJ (L), Diocesan Family Support Worker in
the East Kimberley, travelled to the Ringer Soak community recently to
distribute some warm clothing for those feeling the cold and chilly
weather of the desert.  Pauline Jack, who had just returned home to the
community after completing a course at Nungalinya College in Darwin,
was more than happy to assist Sister Alma.  Photo: J Grimson

ABOVE: Bishop Christopher Saunders prays over Deacon Frank
Birrell at the Laying on of Hands during the Ordination in Our Lady
Queen of Peace Cathedral. 250512   Photo: N Kalmar

ABOVE: Church Leaders of Balgo Parish, Gracie Mosquito (L) and
Helen Nagomara tell the story of the young people of the desert
communities coming together to gain an education, as shown on
the cross they created for the Kutjungka Trade Training Centre in
Balgo.  The Centre was blessed by Bishop Saunders at the official
Opening on Saturday 9 June.   Photo: J Grimson
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LEFT: Newly married couple, Carla and Daniel Shaw are from
Queensland and are now resident in Kalumburu where they are
ministering to the young people of that remote northern
community.  Photo: J Clift

DESIGN BY CLEVERPUSS DESIGN, BROOME WA

ABOVE: Broome couple, Junie and Charly Cattermole were married in
Broome on 21 April 2012.  Father Ernesto Cerutti (pictured), Assistant
Priest in the Cathedral Parish, officiated at the marriage ceremony held at
The Holy Place in the grounds of St Mary’s College.  Photo: M Djiagween.

