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“… and on the third day
he will rise again.”
Lk 18:38
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COVER: “The Deposition of Christ”:
Jesus is lowered from the cross of
calvary to be placed in the tomb, to
be raised again to life after three
days. A scene from the Church of
St Vincent in San Sebastian, Spain,
2011, during the World Youth Day
Pilgrimage, attended by Pilgrims
from the Kimberley.

“… and on the third day he
will rise again.”
Lk 18:38

2012 Bankwest Contemporary Art Prize
Congratulations to Patrick Mung Mung of
Warmun, who was awarded the 2012 Bankwest
Contemporary Art Prize.
This major Western Australian art prize and
exhibition was established in 2001 and Patrick
is the first Indigenous artist, and the first
regional artist, to win the prize.
Patrick is a senior artist at Warmun Art
Centre and an elder at Warmun Community in
the East Kimberley. His knowledge of his
country and his cultural memory of family, land
and work are powerfully linked in his artwork.
The judges described Patrick’s artwork, titled
Purnululu (pictured), as having a ‘beautiful
rhythm across the landscape featuring an
extraordinary range of coloured ochres.’
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The True Kimberley
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KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY
PROFILE is a publication of the

If you ever wanted to know where the true
Kimberley is then feast your eyes on this sign
on the boundary of Broome Shire going into
Derby/West Kimberley Shire. Presumably as
you leave the Shire of Broome you are
departing the Untrue Kimberley. To seek the
truth is the vocation of all Christians, so Derby
does seem to be an appropriate place to go.

Easter message
Easter: The Giving God
As I write this message the hot cross
buns are on display in their
abundance for all to see. Together
with the sweet bunnies and the
chocolate eggs on the shelves they
signal that Easter is the next item on
the commercial agenda.
However, for believers who share a
faith in The Most Blessed Trinity,
Easter remains sacred to our
memory and central to our belief. It
is indeed the most important feast
on the Christian calendar. It is the
holiest of times, a true remembrance
of all that our faith proclaims and
promises. To us it is a magnificent
revelation of a giving God whose love
for us is poured out in the suffering,
death and resurrection of Christ. The
three days that constitute the main
liturgical celebrations - Holy
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter
Day itself, are liturgically and
devotionally a summary of God’s
constant relationship with us; they
are a recollection that we are by the
power of the Spirit united with
Christ and therefore we belong to the
kingdom of heaven.
Therefore, as we recall the Easter
Mystery, there must surely be an
abundance of hope in our lives,
empowered as we are by the love of

the giving God. In joy we celebrate
humanity’s redemption in Christ. We
testify in faith that through his
Resurrection Christ has conquered
death so that we “may have life, life
in all its fullness.” [Jn 10:10]
A challenge that weighs heavily
upon the community of the faithful
is how to convince a world besotted
with its own self-importance of the
value of Easter for us individually
and collectively? In our own beloved,
hedonistic country, this land of the
long weekend, how can Easter be the
celebration of thanksgiving and
praise that the nature of the Good
News demands? It is a daunting task
that faces us.
Certainly the practices of the
season of Lent have given us some
insight into how best to begin this
most important work for the Easter
people, the baptized, called as we are
to be ‘a light on the hilltop’, ‘a leaven’
and ‘salt of the earth’.
For a start we are called to pray
and to pray earnestly. Prayer is
always the Christian’s first port of
call in all our faithful endeavours so
that we may do the work of the Lord
authentically and with determination.
Secondly, it is by means of the Cross,
by joyfully taking up our own cross

each day,
that we best
serve Jesus
the Christ
just as he
served humanity and the will of the
Father. The dismal disappointments
of life may not always make sense to
us, but when we identify with the
Cross and the suffering Christ the
burden is shared and life assumes a
clear purpose. Thirdly, obedience is
an important key to finding the
appropriate way to serve God and
neighbour. We are blessed that we
belong to a faith tradition that both
teaches and inspires. It is in obedience
to that tradition that the search for the
truth becomes fulfilling.
To fully embrace the Easter event
in all its richness is to be motivated
to live our lives enthusiastically, with
purpose and direction, all for the
greater glory of God. May that be our
on-going prayer.
I wish you and your family a
joyful, prayerful and blessed Easter.

A Family Prayer
for the Year of Faith

L-R John Jacky, newly weds Bess and Jarrhan Jacky, Janine Jacky.
Photo: E Bernard

Former Broome resident Jarrhan Jacky was married in
Adelaide in December 2012 in front of friends and relatives,
some of whom travelled from Broome to attend.

O God our Father
in Jesus you call all Christian families and homes
to be signs of living faith.
By the light of the Holy Spirit,
lead us to be thankful for the gift of faith,
and by that gift
may we grow in our relationship with Jesus, your Son,
and be confident witnesses to Christian hope and joy
to all we meet.
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

How can poverty
find you a job?
Thirty-five dollars won’t buy much. It will buy a day’s
groceries or a quarter of a tank of petrol. It might buy a
cheap pair of shoes.
Why do I mention this? Because $35 is what you get per
day if you are a single person on the unemployment benefit
– what the government calls the Newstart Allowance. So if
you know that you have to pay for more than groceries on
any day – if you have to pay the rent, for example, or the
electricity bill – then you have some hard choices to make.
Nor do people on Newstart receive other benefits, apart
from rent assistance of $56 per week – which is unlikely to
go far wherever you live in Australia, whether in a major city
or in rural areas. Newstart recipients aren’t eligible for
utilities or telephone allowance and their health care cards
entitle them only to concessions on medicines.
Last year a Senate committee conducted an enquiry into
the way Australia supports people who find themselves
without a job, including the amount paid under the Newstart
scheme. The committee heard evidence such as the facts
I’ve just mentioned.
There has been strong support for the idea of increasing
the amount paid to unemployed people – support that has
not come just from those you might think of as ‘the usual
suspects’. Take this: ‘[The Newstart Allowance] is
inadequate and does not cover even the most basic living
costs.’ Those words are from the Chief Executive of the
Australian Industry Group, Heather Ridout. The Chief
Executive of the Business Council of Australia, Jennifer
Westacott, said bluntly that people cannot live on $35 a day
and went on: ‘Entrenching them into poverty is not a
pathway into employment’.
What did the Senate committee recommend? It certainly
agreed that life on the unemployment benefit is difficult. But
most of its members belong to either the government or the
opposition and neither of those parties is in favour of
increasing Newstart. So they suggested some ways of
making life a little easier for some recipients, but they
stuck to the usual line from both government and
opposition, which is this: if life on unemployment benefits
is difficult, that is an effective incentive for people to find
and keep a job – any job.
But there are people who spend long periods without
work. They may lack qualifications or experience, or their
experience may not be what is needed at the time. They may
struggle with mental illness (temporary or long-term), or
with other disabilities. How is it just or logical to keep those
people in poverty while they struggle against disadvantages
that few politicians or administrators can ever know? How
does it help them to find a job if they can’t afford a visit to
the hairdresser or decent clothes?
Being poor won’t get you a job. The Business Council of
Australia told me so.
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Saint News

St Hugh of Grenoble
Feast Day: April 01
Born: 1052 Died: 1132

St Hugh was born in France.
Although he always wanted to live
for God as a monk, he was given
important positions instead. He was
ordained a Priest and then a Bishop.
As Bishop, Hugh began at once to correct the sinful
ways of some people in his district. He made wise plans,
and to draw God’s mercy upon his people, St Hugh
prayed with his whole heart. He did hard penances and
in a short time, many became very good and holy.
Only some rich folks continued to fight against the
rules he had made and he felt sad. Bishop Hugh still
thought about becoming a monk as that was what he
truly wanted. He resigned as Bishop of Grenoble and
entered a monastery. At last, he was at peace.
Yet it was not God’s will for Hugh to be a monk. After
one year, the Pope commanded Hugh to return to
Grenoble and he obeyed. He knew it was more important
to please God than to please himself.
For forty years, the Bishop was sick nearly all the time.
He had bad headaches and stomach problems. But he
forced himself to keep working. He loved his people and
there was so much to do for them. He was also often put
to the test and faced temptations. But he prayed asking
God to give him strength and he never gave in to sin.
He was a generous and saintly Bishop for fifty-two years
and died just two months before his eightieth birthday.

A spot of fishing?

Photo: E Clift

An Administrator’s job is never done, but sometimes it
is time for fishing. At Kalumburu. Josiah Clift, the
Administrator at the Mission, enjoys the opportunity
to wind down, taking in the scenery and maybe
hooking onto a big barra.

Briefly Speaking
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Sr Julianne Murphy, a
Josephite Sister, has joined the
team at Warmun, assisting at
Ngalangangpum Catholic
School. Sr Julianne has been
doing important work for the
Mary MacKillop Foundation in
the eastern states before
coming to the Kimberley.

Karen Prevett (KP), arrived in
Balgo eleven years ago as a
graduate teacher. Over the
years KP has built wonderful
and strong relationships with
the students, their families and
her colleagues. KP leaves Balgo
for a sea change teaching at the
school at La Grange-Bidyadanga.

Mary Whiting leaves Balgo after
working at Luurnpa Catholic
School for the last seven years.
Mary, a member of the Mariana
Community and part of the
Pallottine family, returns to
Melbourne to spend some time
with her elderly father.

Photo: N Burrows

Lyla Forte is the newly
appointed Principal of Sacred
Heart School in Beagle Bay.
Lyla has many years experience
in teaching and education in
Ireland, England and Australia.
Her most recent position was as
Principal of Our Lady of Lourdes
School in Nollamara, Perth.
Lyla and her husband, Angelo,
are very excited and happy
about being in Beagle Bay. The
school and wider community
have been very welcoming.

Photo: M Farrell

Photo: Catholic Education Office of WA

Naomi Martin has been
appointed as Principal of St
Joseph’s School, Wyndham.
Naomi comes to the Kimberley
with many years of teaching
experience in a rural Indigenous
community, as well as
metropolitan schools. Her most
recent appointment
was Assistant Principal at St
Columba’s in Bayswater WA.

Former Director of the Catholic
Education Office of Western
Australia, Ron Dullard, has
been appointed as an Adjunct
Professor in the School of
Education at The University of
Notre Dame Australia’s
Fremantle Campus.
Ron has held several roles
including a Principalship at
Xavier Catholic College and the
Deputy Director of the Catholic
Education College in WA for
five years.

Rev Fr Benny Calanza recently
arrived in the Diocese of
Broome. Fr Benny, originally
from the Philippines, is on loan
from the Archdiocese of Perth
and is a priest of the Neo
Catechumenal Way. He has been
appointed as Parish Priest of La
Grange-Bidyadanga Parish.

Photo: A Rohr

Br Peter Thrupp CFC, recently
celebrated 50 years as a
Christian Brother. Br Peter,
who spent over 30 years
teaching in Victoria and Western
Australia, now works at
Centacare in Broome where he
enjoys the challenges of
working in the Kimberley.
Congratulations Br Peter.

“God speaks in the silence of the heart, and we listen. And then we speak to God from the fullness of our
heart, and God listens. And this listening and this speaking is what prayer is meant to be…”
– Mother Teresa
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Caritas Kimberley
www.caritas.com.au

Bernard’s Story
The youngest of 13 children, Bernard’s dad left when he was
only one and Bernard always felt it was his responsibility to
keep everyone together. From a very young age, he had a
strong bond with his mum but as he got older he started to
wonder more about his father.
He did very well at school, becoming the second ever
Aboriginal school captain at Nambucca Heads High School.
However two years later, his beloved mum passed away.
“That really hit me hard. I was so close to her. We would sit
down and talk about anything, mostly on our fishing trips. I
would always tell mum I loved her; when she cried, I cried –
and then she was gone.”
Bernard soon lost direction in his life, turning to drugs and
alcohol, and at 25, he was admitted to hospital where his
father came to visit. Although his dad was back in his life,
Bernard still desperately grieved the loss of his beloved mum.
A close friend told him about Tom Powell’s Red Dust
Healing – a program for Indigenous men and women which
encourages participants to examine their own personal hurt
and allows them to heal from within; without drugs or alcohol.
The program provided a safe space to talk and Bernard said
it changed everything: “Now I know how to express how I feel. I
know that it’s good to talk about things, to get it out and not
bottle it up inside.”
Recently becoming a father, Bernard is determined to
always be there for his daughter; he understands how
important his role within family life is.
“Thanks to Tom and to Caritas Australia, because Red Dust
Healing has taught me about being a man and being a father.”
Your support ensures that together, we are walking
alongside Indigenous Peoples in Australia and around
the world.

PLEASE SUPPORT
PROJECT COMPASSION
Your donation helps open
doors to a better future
for the world’s poorest
like Ditosa in Mozambique.

1800 024 413

www.caritas.org.au

All donations $2 and over are tax deductible.
Photo credit: Erin Johnson

St Vins staff pictured with some happy customers. Photo: A Rohr

Project Compassion
Fundraising in Broome
As part of the fundraising efforts in Broome, St Vins Op
Shop recently donated all the money raised one Saturday to
Project Compassion.

Donate now to Caritas Kimberley,
PO Box 76 Broome WA 6725
[08 91921060] or online at
www.caritas.org.au/donate/online-donation
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Yesteryear

Catholic Mission

Images from our past

“Turn from evil and do good; seek
peace and pursue it.”
Just as we in Australia know conflict within our own
communities, so do our neighbours in Papua New
Guinea. With more than a thousand different tribes
across the country, tribal conflicts over such things as
land claims and religious differences can lead to the
burning of churches, schools, homes and most
devastatingly, the loss of life.
Thankfully, the Catholic Church and local priests
play an important role in reducing the hostility and
animosity between the different tribes. As respected
leaders of the community, the priests act as mediators
and encourage harmony and reconciliation.
Through our Church leaders, your support will play
a huge part in helping to bring faith, tolerance and
peace to those in turmoil in this culturally diverse part
of the world.

Br John Richards, Benedictine Oblate (L) and Rankin Bundamurra,
working in the gardens at Kalumburu Mission (Circa 1970).
Photo: Fr Thomas Gill Museum Archives, Kalumburu Mission

garnduwa sports foundation

Runner Up in the 17 and Under Girl’s Competition – Warmun.
Photo: L Thorpe

In hot and sweaty conditions Halls Creek youth
dominated the East Kimberley on the basketball court.
On Wednesday 23 January, girls from around the East
Kimberley participated in a Garnduwa Basketball
competition. The Halls Creek Black Stars dominated the 5
team competition which included rivals Warmun,
Wyndham, Kununurra and the Halls Creek Reds.
The Grand Final was a nail biter between Warmun and
Halls Creek Black Stars. The Black Stars went in clear
favourites however were one point behind Warmun with
only a few minutes remaining in the second half. On the
final siren Halls Creek Black Stars managed to get
themselves over the line with a 3 point win over Warmun.
The final match of the Garnduwa Young Men’s 17 Years
and Under Competition was a very close game. The Halls
Creek Lost Boys made it over the line by just one goal to
the Kununurra Kings.
Overall it was a very exciting and well attended event.
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Year of Grace Continues

The Year of Grace was to finish at Pentecost, but has
been extended. The Year of Faith, called by the Holy
Father, is due to finish in November. It has been
decided that both ‘years’ will now culminate in a joint
celebration on the Feast of All Saints, on 1 November.
This will be a Liturgy called Face of Jesus, Faces we
Know – A Celebration of Holiness. It will echo one of
the central themes of the Second Vatican Council, the
universal call to holiness.
Parishes in the Kimberley are continuing to draw
attention to the presence of God’s grace around us. On
the journey of seeing Christ in and around us, a
readable and accurate Bible is a necessity. A wonderful
initiative is the availability of a new translation of the
Bible, called the New Community Bible. This edition is
intended for families, parishes and groups, with easy to
read language and pastoral notes. A new edition of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church is also available with
the Bible. These two books have been made available so
that many Catholic homes in Australia are able to have
both a Bible and Catechism.

Photo: CAS

The time after Easter is a perfect time to
have a new Bible and Catechism.
During the Year of Faith, these books are available for the special price of $11 each.
You may order them from the Diocesan Office, 13 Barker Street Broome.

08 9192 1060 – info@broomediocese.org
With each purchase there is a free copy of the Compendium of the Catholic Catechism.
New Director for ACBC Office for Clergy Life and Ministry

Photo: ACBC

Broken Bay diocesan priest
Fr Brian Moloney has been
appointed by the Australian
Catholic Bishops Conference
(ACBC) as the Director of the
Office for Clergy Life and
Ministry, following the
retirement of Fr Frank Devoy
this year.
This position reports to the
Bishops Commission for
Church Ministry (BCCM)
which is currently chaired by
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Bishop David Walker.
Fr Moloney’s work will
focus specifically on the work
and life of Catholic clergy, and
discover ways to support them
in their essential ministry.
Bishop Walker said that Fr
Brian Moloney is a wonderful
choice for this important
position, citing that Fr Moloney
already takes initiative in
supporting fellow priests in the
Broken Bay Diocese.

Fr Moloney was born in
1958 and grew up in Sydney.
He studied at Springwood
and Manly and was ordained
in 1983. He became a
foundation member of the
Broken Bay Diocese when it
was established in 1986.
Fr Moloney studied for his
Masters in Theology with the
Broken Bay Institute and
graduated in 2007.

Saint Mary of the Cross
MacKillop named second
patron of Australia
On 15 January 2013 a formal decree approving St Mary of
the Cross MacKillop as second patron of Australia has
been received by the President of the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference, Archbishop Denis Hart.
While many Catholics in Australia already consider St
Mary MacKillop as a patroness in this country, the formal
process was initiated by the Australian Bishops who
expressed the wish of the people of Australia for a further
official recognition of Australia’s first canonised saint.
Sr Anne Derwin, Congregational Leader of the Sisters of
St Joseph, the order founded by St Mary of the Cross
Mackillop, said that this was another important honour for
Australia’s first saint.
“We realise that since her canonisation many, many
Australians have come to admire and appreciate her strong
dedication to people in society, especially the most
vulnerable, that they have a fair deal, that children receive
education and love, and that every person is recognised
and valued,” she said.
“We are all delighted and hope that Mary’s values of
generosity, inclusion, kindness, commitment and reliance
on God’s Providence and Goodness, become the hallmarks
of our country.”

The tomb of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop, in North Sydney, NSW.
Photo: CAS

Vatican Dossier
Pope Benedict: ‘The Church Has
Confidence in Young People’
VATICAN CITY, 2013 (Zenit.org)

Addressing participants of
the Plenary Assembly of
the Pontifical Council for
Culture, Pope Benedict XVI
called on the members to
continue their fruitful work
“which will provide a useful
contribution to the action
that the Church carries out
towards the youth reality.”
The Plenary Assembly,
which was held from
February 6-9, focused on
the theme: ‘Emerging
Youth Cultures.’
The Holy Father stated
that the reality of youth today is very complex and that it
can no longer be understood within a homogeneous
cultural universe, but needs to be understood within a
horizon that can be defined as a “multiverse”, determined,
that is, by a plurality of views, perspectives and strategies.”
While the problematic situations of today’s society can
also affect one’s faith and sense of belonging to the
Church, Pope Benedict XVI renewed the Church’s faith in
young people.
Referring to the Second Vatican Council’s address to
young people, the Holy Father called on the youth to serve
as grounds for reflection and inspiration for the new
generation. The Pope renewed Paul VI’s appeal to you the
world’s youth to “fight against all egoism. Refuse to give
free course to the instincts of violence and hatred, which
beget wars and all their sad train of miseries. Be generous,
pure, respectful, sincere. And build in enthusiasm a better
world than your elders had!”
“I, too, wish to reaffirm this forcefully: the Church has
confidence in young people, she hopes in them and in
their energies, she needs them and their vitality, to
continue to live with renewed enthusiasm the mission
entrusted them by Christ,” the Holy Father said.
“I very much hope, therefore, that the Year of Faith may
be, also for the younger generation, a precious opportunity
to rediscover and strengthen our friendship with Christ,
from which to derive joy and enthusiasm to profoundly
transform cultures and societies.”

The Year of Faith is a “summons to an authentic and renewed conversion to the Lord, the
One Savior of the world” (Pope Benedict XIV, Porta Fidei 6). In other words, the Year
of Faith is an opportunity for Catholics to experience a conversion – to turn back to Jesus
and enter into a deeper relationship with him. The “door of faith” is opened at one’s
baptism, but during this year Catholics are called to open it again, walk through it and
rediscover and renew their relationship with Christ and his Church.
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Kimberley Wild

Kimberley Kitchen

Feather Star
By Kate Austen
Genus: Echinodermata
Class: Crinoidea
Species: Over 600

When exploring rock pools at Cable Beach, you may
encounter a strange-looking animal called a feather star
(or Crinoid) stranded by the receding tide.
At first glance a feather star can resemble a tangled ball
of wet feathers, generally black, red or yellow. However,
closer inspection will reveal a mass of feather-shaped
arms radiating upwards from a tiny body. These arms can
number from five to over one hundred. Below the body, a
small, claw-like appendage is used to attach to the bottom.
Despite looking more like a plant than an animal, feather
stars are related to starfish and sea urchins.
Feather stars are suspension feeders, using their
feathery arms to capture tiny organisms and plants in the
water. Generally they feed at night, perching themselves
on top of something high - coral, sponge or rock, to best
take advantage of the currents. During the day they may
be found hiding in crevices or under corals with their
arms tightly coiled.
While reluctant to leave a good feeding spot, feather
Photo: K Austen
stars can crawl slowly over the ocean bed using their
arms. If disturbed, they can actually swim in an
astonishing display of feathery undulations. When
healthy, one can be carefully lifted off the bottom of a
rock pool and gently let go. The resulting swim back to
the sand is an
unforgettable sight.
Feather stars feature
prominently in ancient
fossil records, and were
once the most common
organism on the planet.
While not so common
today, there are still over
600 species, and they
are found in all oceans
of the world.
Photo: K Austen

Anna Kelly, of Broome, very generously gives her time
at the Fr McMahon Place on Sunday mornings to help
provide food for those in need.
This is one of Anna’s favorite recipes for a large
group of people. Anna says that the actual quantities
you use really depend on how big your pot is and
how spicy you like your food!
Photo: A Rohr

Red Coconut Fish Curry
Ingredients:
4 - 6 fish fillets
500 grams diced potatoes
100 grams beans
2 sliced onions
1 diced zucchini
1 tin coconut milk
1-2 teaspoons red curry paste
1 litre chicken stock
2-3 tablespoons tomato paste

Method:
1. Fry onions in a little oil, when soft add

• Complete professional
mechanical services
• Vehicle maintenance & repairs

the fish and red curry paste and continue
to cook.
2. Add potatoes and stir regularly until they

are cooked.

• All makes and models

3 . Add your beans and zucchini

• 4WD specialists

4. Last, add coconut milk, tomato paste and

• Radiator repairs & replacement – Natrad specialist
• Natrad air conditioning repairer
Phone: (08) 9192 1526 2 Florence Way, Blue Haze Broome, WA
Email: promecnatrad6@bigpond.com
MRB3436
AU23091
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chicken stock and leave to simmer about
30 minutes or until cooked.

Serve with rice.
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Stations we examined hundreds of people on
air strips with only the wings of the plane for
shade.
Many of the relationships she made
endured long after her time at the
Leprosarium. She had a wonderful
memory and empathy for individuals and
families linked to the Leprosarium.
In 1975 Sr Camille went to Victoria to
undertake child health training and on her
return went to a newly established ministry at
Roebourne for two years. While there she trained the
Roebourne Primary School choir who won first place in
the Port Hedland music festival.
In 1978 she went to minster in Balgo as a Community
Health Sister and in 1981 transferred to Derby and became
a District Nurse Supervisor for the West Kimberley section.
Although this was a challenging period due to travel and
staff shortages Sr Camille regarded this time as a very
fruitful period of work.
1984/85 brought a complete reversal of life style when Sr
Camille returned to her first love MUSIC. She studied in
Sydney to gain her Teacher’s Associate Diploma from
Trinity College in London. She returned to Derby in 1986
and began a music ministry which continued until she
retired from Derby in early 2010. This period of her life was
richly involved with the Derby Community, Holy Rosary
School, private music teachings, local concerts, choir
recitals, bringing the first music exams to the Kimberley
and much more.
In the 1999 Australia Day Honours List Sr Camille was
awarded Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) for her
services to Community Health and Music Education.
Sr Camille was highly professional in the various roles
she accepted during her 46 years in the Kimberley. She was
always looking to push the boundaries, to ensure the people
she served had the best possible.
In her last two years at the Villa the rosary beads slipped
through her fingers as she recalled the patients, students,
friends, donors and her fellow Sisters.
May she rest in peace.
er i t a
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Sr Camille Poidevin, entered the Sisters
of St John of God Subiaco March 1950,
at the age of 25.
She was already a highly accomplished
musician having studied for many years
with Professor Alexander Sverjensky at the
Conservatorium of Music in Sydney and in
1947 was awarded a Diploma as a Licentiate in
Piano by the Royal Schools of Music, London and the
Australia Music Examiners Board. She also studied the
violin and organ.
After her novitiate Sr Camille undertook her general
nursing and midwifery qualifications.
In 1964 Sr Camille applied to transfer to the missionary
province of St Francis Xavier and so began her 46 years of
ministry in the Kimberley and her special relationship with
the Derby community.
Her first taste of life in Derby was at the Native Hospital
and after a year she was transferred to the Leprosarium
(now known as Bungarun) where she nursed for the next
ten years, six as Matron.
It was during this period she was awarded a prestigious
study grant by the WA Government to spend some months
at Carville in the US to study new trends in the care and
treatment of patients with Hansen’s Disease (leprosy).
Sr Camille’s time at Bungarun enabled her to combine
her medical training with her love of music. In her memoirs
she stated: part of the patients treatment was to work with the
Staff as soon as they felt able or wanted to. These people were
incredible and we would never have been able to carry on
without their help and support… Music played a very important
part in the rehabilitation of patients with the staff and patients
enjoying many wonderful concerts and musical evenings.
Sr Camille’s study and knowledge of Hansen’s Disease
was recognised by the medical profession and she wrote of
accompanying Drs Elphingstone and Holman for a number
of years on regular Hansen’s surveys, flying to every town
and station in the Kimberley… In the most isolated Pastoral
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Born: 8 July 1925
Entered Eternal Life: 21 December 2012
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Obituary
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The Apology – 5th Anniversary Remembered
On Wednesday 13 February 2013, Stolen Generation
members came together at their office in Broome to
remember and give thanks for the National Apology,
originally delivered from Canberra by Hon Kevin Rudd
five years ago.
There were prayers, speeches, music, food, refreshments
and a wonderful opportunity to recollect old days and renew
old friendships. Bishop Saunders read from the scriptures,
led some prayers and conducted a blessing for the occasion.
Bishop Christopher Saunders with Majorie
Hunter of Wyndham (L) and Phyllis Bin
Bakar of Broome, two members of the
Stolen Generation at The Apology 5th
Anniversary celebration. Photo: N Kalmar
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People Stories

Maurice Gower
As he reflects on a remarkable eight
decades, Maurice Gower says he is
satisfied with what he’s accomplished.
Over the years, Mo, as he is
affectionately known, has left behind
his own footprint on Broome with
his tremendous work and
volunteering roles.
He championed the cause for a
volunteer firefighting service in
Broome in 1971, and later received the
Australian Fire Services Medal for 30
years as a volunteer fire fighter.
Although his achievements haven’t
been without challenges, Mo has
made the most of every opportunity
he’s been given.
Mo left Perth for the Kimberly in
1948 as an eager young man looking
for a job. He worked as a stockman
at a cattle station near Fitzroy
Crossing for two years, and in Derby,
surviving on poor wages, tinned meat
and damper for supper.
Mo met a truck driver with Main
Roads who offered him a job working
with the Department. He wasn’t initially
keen to give up the cowboy lifestyle.
“He said, ‘You get 16 pounds a
week, you work eight hours a day and
get the weekend off,’ I said, ‘You’re
joking! Can you get us a job?’ And
we gave away our cowboy existence.”
He worked for the Main Roads
Department in 1950, during which
time he met his future wife.
An avid motorcycle enthusiast, Mo
was responsible for picking up the
Main Roads mail from the post office.

By Nicola Kalmar
“I used to come in on a Friday
night, pick up the mail, and now and
again Juanita would be on…”
After a chance meeting at Sun
Pictures, the couple began courting.
Two years later, they tied the knot
on December 20, 1952 and raised
five children.
Mo resigned from Main Roads and
took up a position of engine driver at
the power station in 1954, working
12-hour night shifts for nine years.
Mo decided on a career change
and was offered the job of junior pay
clerk at the Harbour and Light
Department. Within three years, he
was the assistant port manager. Five
years later, he earned top position of
port manager.
“I was hungry for experience, and
I used to pester the bloke that did all
the returns to show me how you did
it, and I asked the boss ‘can I come
down to the jetty and see how you
do things there’, so I knew the
whole procedure.
“When the job came up, the assistant
wharfinger said ‘think you can handle
this?’ I said, ‘I know I can.’”
He ended up working there for
the next 34 years.
As part of his role as assistant
wharfinger, Mo and some colleagues
were sent down to fire brigade
training school in Perth for a week to
do a crash course in fire fighting.
“When we finished they said ‘if
you’ve got any trouble in Broome,
call your local fire brigade,’” he said.

Maurice Gower with his wife of over 60 years,
Juanita. Photo: N Kalmar

“I said ‘we haven’t got one mate!’”
Upon his return, Mo tried to round
up about 25 volunteers, but few
showed interest…until a raging fire
devastated the port and the community
in 1966. Thanks to Mo’s quickthinking actions, the old Fisheries
office was saved and the incident was a
huge wake up call for the town and the
need for a fire brigade.
Fortunately, Mo was inundated
with prospective volunteers eager to
lend a hand.
After lobbying the Broome Shire
and a visit from a district officer,
positions were filled and a fire
brigade was officially formed on
February 8, 1971.
He is also a founding member of
Broome Bowling Club, which
formed in 1981.
To this day, Mo continues to lend a
hand wherever he can and says he’s
still passionate about giving back to
the community he lives in and loves.

New Kids on the Block

FAR LEFT: Jack Courtney,
pictured with his mother Sally,
from Nerrima Station near
Derby. Photo: A Rohr
LEFT: Serita Rex from Ringer
Soak, with her five month old
daughter Kyeisha Middleton.
Photo: CAS
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Speech at the Launch of the Australian Catholic Bishops’
Social Justice Statement 2012–2013

The Gift of Family in Difficult Times

The social and economic challenges facing families today

Given by Most Rev Christopher
Saunders. Bishop of Broome,
Chairman, Australian Catholic
Social Justice Council
At Leone Ryan Auditorium,
Australian Catholic University,
North Sydney NSW
21 September 2012
On behalf of Australia’s Catholic
Bishops, let me thank John Falzon and
Lisa Bridle for being here today to
launch this year’s Social Justice
Statement. I would also like to thank
the many people who have been
involved in consultations, its drafting
and its production.
The wellbeing of the family has
always been an important focus of
Church teaching. In May this year, the
Church celebrated the 7th World
Meeting of Families in Milan, taking the
theme of ‘Family, Work, Celebration’.
In Pope Benedict’s homily at the
closing Mass, he confronted a number
of issues that are also addressed in this
Statement – especially the need for rest,
recreation and time together to nurture
and strengthen families. We have been
given ‘a task of building church
communities’, he said, ‘that are more
and more like families’.
He said: ‘It is not only the Church
that is called to be the image of One
God in Three Persons, but also the

family.’ Married couples make
themselves ‘a gift for each other’ in
order to ‘bring into being a community
of love and life’.
Believing, as we do, that the family
is a holy institution, a gift and
‘community of love’, we are called to
address the structural arrangements
of our society that make it hard for
families to flourish.
Pope Benedict spoke about ‘the onesided logic of sheer utility and
maximum profit’, and said that this
logic is ‘not conducive to harmonious
development, to the good of the family
or to building a just society’. It ‘brings
in its wake ferocious competition,
strong inequalities, degradation of the
environment, the race for consumer
goods, family tensions.’
The Social Justice Statement
highlights how work and other
influences are eating into the time that
is available for families to spend in love,
support, and prayer. In particular, the
casualisation of work and erosion of
work conditions are forcing parents to
spend more time at work and less time
with their family. Even when parents are
at home, the demands of work continue
to intrude as we become more
connected through computers, phones
and other technology.
That gradual paring away of time is
something subtle, something we can’t
see on a bank statement or a balance
sheet. But bank statements do show us
what is happening to the cost of living
in Australia. Over the last decade,
average house prices increased at a rate
more than two and a half times that of
average household income. Nearly
700,000 households are spending more
than 30 per cent of their weekly income
on mortgages or rent.
In places like my own diocese,
booming industries in remote areas
are driving up rents and house prices

far beyond what is affordable for
ordinary residents.
Last week the Sydney Morning
Herald reported that an ordinary threebedroom house in Port Hedland cost
$2300 per week to rent and more than
$1 million to buy. I leave you to guess
the effect of prices like that on family
life in those regional and remote
communities. It seems that the days are
long gone when mining companies
helped build and foster the
communities and families in areas
where they worked.
These are the issues that are eating
into the lives of families all over Australia
– those where members are lucky
enough to be in work and not to confront
other challenges. However, there are
some who are employed but are paid so
little that they are on the verge of poverty
or actually experiencing it. Year after year
at wage hearings they have heard
governments and employers saying that
now is not the time for an increase; that
paying a living wage to those who earn
the least will do some kind of irreparable
harm to Australia’s economy.
Others are part of the long-term
unemployed, struggling with this or that
requirement from Centrelink, battling
to make it to a job interview or yet
another training session.
In South Australia last financial year
more than 10,000 households had their
electricity supply disconnected for nonpayment of bills – 38 per cent more
than in the previous 12 months. The
costs of basic services are going up and
welfare payments and minimum wages
are not.
Our Church teaches that a
commitment to the common good is
necessary for a healthy society. We also
know that any striving for the common
good will be incomplete and ineffective
without a preferential option for the
poor – the imperative that says that we
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work first to help those who need it
most, that those with the greatest need
have the greatest call on our generosity.
The Statement asks us to think about
five family groups in Australian society
that are particularly vulnerable. These
families were struggling during the 15
years of economic growth, and they
continue to struggle. Some important
policies, such as the National
Homelessness Strategy, Close the Gap,
and the National Disability Insurance
Scheme, are to be broadly welcomed.
But improved circumstances will not be
guaranteed for these families if what the
Holy Father calls ‘the one-sided logic of
sheer utility and maximum profit’ is not
addressed.
In a practical sense, this means
building equity into the very operation of
the market and ensuring the demands of
justice are met as the economic process

takes place, not just afterwards or when
damage has already been done.
The families we mention continue to
endure the ‘one-sided logic’. And yet,
prophetically, these families also point
to a more balanced logic that would
ensure equity, justice and inclusion. As
we make clear in this Statement, ‘Our
task as a nation is to have the humility
to listen and respond to the most
vulnerable, for they show us what needs
to change in our society.’
The words of this Statement and the
insights of John Falzon and Lisa Bridle
this morning remind us that those who
are vulnerable are not the masters of
their fate. Neither are they to be treated
simply as objects of charity. They are
our sisters and brothers – fellow
citizens who have a right not only to
participate fully in society, but to make
their own valuable contribution to the

life of this nation.
The logic of inclusion does not allow
a mindset that some individuals and
families are a burden, intruders, indolent
or even a mistake. It says that we are all
in this together. It acknowledges the
God-given dignity of each person and the
vital role of the family. This is what the
Holy Father describes as ‘a society with a
human face’.
Let me conclude with his words at the
World Meeting of Families in Milan. He
challenges us to:
…always give priority to the logic of
being over that of having: the first builds
up, the second ends up destroying. We must
learn to believe first of all in the family, in
authentic love, the kind that comes from
God and unites us to him, the kind that
therefore makes us a ‘we’ which transcends
our divisions and makes us one, until in
the end God is ‘all in all’ (1 Cor 15:28).

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING - 100 YEARS
A summary of the talk given by Bishop Christopher Saunders DD on the occasion of the
anniversary celebration at Lombadina – 23 June 2012
It is a privilege for us all to be here
today, gathered as we are around this
makeshift altar, outside of what I believe
is the most charming Church in the
Kimberley and the finest example of
bush architecture in the region. Amidst
the tall timber of the ghostly white
gums we pray and give thanks to God
for the century that has gone, rich as it
is with the memory of magnificent
characters and dedicated people; a story
of loving service, of sacrifice and joy, of
disappointment and triumph.
In 1912 the first substantial and
consecrated Church was built on this
present site, so we have settled on this
year as the time to celebrate the centenary.
However, it must be mentioned that
two years earlier in 1910 the
extraordinary Spaniard Father Nicholas
de Emo had settled at Lumbingun, near
Lombadina not too far away. And when
I was appointed here as Parish Priest in
1978 there were still alive people who
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could recount to me at first-hand the
details of the tsunami that destroyed the
corrugated iron hut at Chile Creek that
was once the chapel. Tony Sampi (RIP)
recalled that as a young boy he waded
through the perilous waters of the flood
to rescue the Blessed Sacrament and to
bring it to safety. This is a story that
resonates in my mind as one that needs
to be told over and over again in the
context of faith and devotion. It is part
of the mosaic of stories and people that
define this wonderful Parish of Christ
the King. They must not be forgotten.
Lombadina was a Bardi place name
derived from the word meaning “open”
or “open to”. When Father de Emo
arrived here it was a thriving market
garden and a cattle station owned by
that great man of faith, Thomas
Puertollano. Thomas was a Filipino
ex-pearl diver who had worked at
Disaster Bay mission and Beagle Bay
with the Trappists and knew well the

past Parish Priest of Broome, Father de
Emo. Thomas had married a woman of
mixed race named Agnes Bryan, whose
Irish father had placed her with the
missionaries at Beagle Bay.
Together the Puertollanos raised a
family, making a modest living
supplying the various boats belonging to
traders, pearlers and beachcombers that
plied the coastal waters and sometimes
sought shelter in nearby creeks during
bad weather. The family was fervent in
their religious beliefs and was anxious
to see the faith spread among the Bardi.
They were generous hosts to the visiting
priests who travelled through that part
of the country and remained constant in
their hospitality. They cared for de Emo
like one of their family and supported
the imaginatively energetic priest in all
his endeavours.
Father de Emo had left Broome in his
lugger in 1906 to start a mission at
Cygnet Bay on the King Sound side of
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the Peninsula. There he built a rough
Church with a beach sand floor, cajuput
uprights and a paper-bark roof. This
simple structure he named Our Lady of
the Aborigines, revealing him as
someone much before his time,
proclaiming this spiritual relationship
in faith between the Blessed Virgin
Mary and the Indigenous people for
whom he cared. In 1908 de Emo
answered a call to assist the New Norcia
Benedictines with his lugger when they
founded Drysdale River Mission far to
the north. Eventually he returned to
Cygnet Bay and then in 1910 took up an
invitation from Thomas Puertollano to
settle in Lombadina. It was there that he
died on 8th March 1915, much loved as
a champion of Aboriginal people. He
was buried in the sand-hills in a
common blanket, although some years
later his body was relocated to the
cemetery not far from this Church. He
had lived his faith simply and humbly
in the service of others. For that his
memory will be revered.
Joseph Martin Sibosado, a FilipinoJapanese, was born in Marble Bar in
1893. He was brought to Broome from
Cossack in 1900 from where he was
taken to Beagle Bay by Father Nicholas
in 1901. He joined Father Nicholas at
Lombadina in 1913 and married Eriberta
Idon of Disaster Bay in February 1915.
He was a mainstay of the young

mission, a hard working assistant to
Thomas Puertollano and a great support
to Father de Emo. He was instrumental
in building the present Church in 1936
and toiled willingly to sustain the life of
the mission for many years.
Three St John of God Sisters came to
Lombadina in 1913. The Puertollano
family gave them their own house until
a convent was built and very soon they
applied their talents to teaching and
providing basic health care. They
operated a medical dispensary, treated
peoples’ wounds and nursed the sick as
best they could. More than one lifesaving miracle was attributed to the
good Sisters and their determined ways!
They taught girls elementary numeracy
and literacy, cooking, crochet, sewing
and knitting in a dormitory. They made
clothes and bed coverings from animal
skins and survived the demands of a
sometimes demanding climate and
numerous deprivations. Again, like
Father de Emo and Thomas Puertollano
and Martin Sibosado and their families,
they were sustained by their faith and
religious devotion. Furthermore they
were all heroes of an early Church the
seed of which they had planted – priest,
religious and lay people.
There is much more that could be
said about the thriving life in faith that
stands out in a hundred years of
existence here at Christ the King, but
you haven’t got all
day! I would like
to mention that
after those early
days there
followed
generations of
devoted families
who called this
place home.
Harsh moments
and severe
shortages, such as
were experienced
during the two
world wars, took
their toll upon
Lombadina, as did
regressive and

oppressive government policies that
weighed heavily on the Mission’s
occupants. But there is a marvelous
resilience among the people of this
place that has helped them overcome
every sort of setback, no matter what it
is – political, financial, or whatever. So
too, generations of sisters and brothers
and priests and lay-missionaries and lay
teachers have given freely and
steadfastly to this delightful settlement,
nestled as it is behind the ever
protective sand hills that overlook the
beguiling Thomas Bay. I note in
addition to the St John of God Sisters
the memorable and innovative
contribution of the Infant Jesus Sisters
and later the unforgettable presence of
the Loreto Sisters. To all of them we say:
‘Thank you and may you be abundantly
blessed!’ For those who have passed on
we promise to remember them in our
prayers – at this and other masses.
The deceased locals, missionaries and
all those who have served here in some
generous capacity will be venerated and
honoured today and constantly then
recalled in our prayers, especially at the
Feast Day of Christ the King.
To the school, its Principal and staff,
to community elders and workers, to
Fathers Bill and Daniel - I also say thank
you for your mighty efforts to prepare for
a successful celebration and a fitting
remembrance that marks a hundred
years of work in the vineyard of the Lord.
Finally, I wish to announce that the
Catholic School here will as of today
regain its original name of Christ the
King. Jesus has been at the heart of the
challenging work of growing this place.
It is only right that we recognize this so
that He is forever named too as the
inspiration and purpose of this
outstanding school.
I trust you will all enjoy yourselves
immensely today. Look around,
remember, admire what you see and
give thanks for God’s blessings and for
the sacrifice of generations of those who
felt called to be doing His work. They
have sacrificed much to serve Him
faithfully, all for the greater glory of
God. Happy Anniversary everyone!
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Statement from Australian
Catholic Bishops Conference
Royal Commission Bishops’ Response – 12 November 2012
The President and Permanent
Committee of the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference, on behalf of the
Australian Bishops, support the
announcement by the Prime Minister
of a Royal Commission into child sex
abuse in our community. This is a
serious issue not just for the Catholic
Church but for the whole community.
As Catholic bishops and as individuals
we share the feelings of horror and
outrage which all decent people feel
when they read the reports of sexual
abuse and allegations of cover ups.
Over the past 20 years, there have
been major developments in the way
the Church responds to victims, deals
with perpetrators and puts in place
preventative measures. In addition,
there is a much greater general
awareness of the issue of paedophilia
in the broader community.
Sexual abuse of children is not
confined to the Catholic Church.
Tragically, it occurs in families,
churches, community groups, schools
and other organisations. We believe a
Royal Commission will enable an
examination of the issues associated
with child abuse nationally, and
identify measures for better
preventing and responding to child
abuse in our society.
We have taken decisive steps in the
past 20 years to make child safety a
priority and to help victims of abuse.
This includes working closely with police.

While there were significant
problems concerning some dioceses
and some religious orders, talk of a
systemic problem of sexual abuse in the
Catholic Church is ill-founded and
inconsistent with the facts.
To assist in determining the
appropriate scope of the Royal
Commission, it would be very useful for
police and child protection authorities
to release the information they have
about the number of cases they are
dealing with now and the situations
from which they have arisen: families,
government organisations and nongovernment organisations, including
churches. In NSW it would also be
helpful to highlight when the offences
occurred and, in particular, whether
they occurred pre or post the Wood
Royal Commission in the 1990s, and
the rigorous child protection regime put
in place after it.
We deeply regret the suffering and
trauma endured by children who have
been in the Church’s care, and the
effect on their families. Mistakes were
made and we apologise to victims and
their families for these failures.
Much of the public discussion is
about how the Church dealt with cases
20 or more years ago. Critics talk as
though earlier failures are still
prevalent. Major procedural changes in
dealing with these matters have been
implemented by the Church since then.
It is unjust and inappropriate to

suggest crimes are being – or have
been – committed, without producing
evidence; without asking those accused
for their responses, before making
generalised slurs.
It is unacceptable, because it is
untrue, to claim that the Catholic
Church does not have proper
procedures, and to claim that Catholic
authorities refuse to cooperate with the
police. As we have welcomed the
opportunity to cooperate with the
Inquiries announced in Victoria and
NSW, and to address issues that have
been raised – both justified and
unjustified – we are also ready to
cooperate with this Royal
Commission. We look forward to
consultations with the Government on
the terms of reference.

Francis Sullivan, CEO of the Truth, Justice
and Healing Council. Photo: ACBC

The Catholic Church’s leaders have recognised that the Royal Commission will
demand a sophisticated and co-ordinated response across the country.
To that end the Church has established a national co-ordinating body, to be
referred to as the Truth, Justice and Healing Council, to oversee the Church’s
engagement with the Royal Commission and the pastoral and other ramifications
that have arisen from the sexual abuse scandal.
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Obituary
Born: 15 August 1940
Entered Eternal Life:
26 December 2012

Kenneth Albert Dean was born in
Broome on the 15th August 1940,
the first child of Biddy and Barney
Dean. In 1942, during World War
II, Aunty Biddy and Kenny were
evacuated to Beagle Bay mission
and Uncle Barney was a home guard
based in Broome. While they were at
Beagle Bay, Gregory was born and then
the family moved to Nookenbah where
Uncle Barney worked as a stockman, mustering
cattle and building stockyards.
In 1947, Kenny was sent to Uncle Stan and Aunty Liz
Peurtollano to live with them so that he could start school.
While at Nookenbah, Aunty Biddy had two more children,
Peter and Clare, and then the family moved to Derby in
1948. The family then spent 4 years in Derby and both
Kenny and Gregory went to Derby Primary School, at
which time Arnold and Rosanna were born. In 1952 the
family moved to Broome and lived in a small house near
the airport, Kenny then finished his primary schooling at
St Mary’s Primary School.
Kenny left school when he was 14 and gained
employment at Streeter and Male as a store person. He
went on to work at the pearling luggers and the public
works department in Broome. When he was 18 Kenny
bought his first motor bike.
In 1960 Kenny and Averil were married and they had
their first two children, Glenys and Patrick, in Broome
before they moved down south to live with Averil’s family.
Kenny and Averil and their family lived in tents on
farming properties between Gnowangerup and Tambellup.
Kenny bonded with the family and became part of a
powerful working team, clearing the land and shearing,
doing tasks that only strong men can do. Kenny and Averil
then moved to Cranbrook where he gained a lot of respect
because of his work ethic, and he was much sort after for
his honesty and integrity. They lived there for twelve
years, schooling their children. During this time they

welcomed Joanna into their family.
After a while they decided to move
to Albany to give their children more
opportunity in education and sport.
On moving to Albany, Kenny was
put on a full pension because of
his health, however he said he
couldn’t live on Government
handouts and so enrolled in TAFE
to re-train and build up his skills to
move into a different area of work.
This was the start of a long association
with the Southern Aboriginal Corporation
(SAC). In that role he was dedicated to the
advancement of the Noongar people showing a
solid determination in attaining equality and basic rights.
He soon became the first Aboriginal Executive Officer
of the Southern Aboriginal Corporation in 1987 and held
the position until 1996.
Later, as manager of Aboriginal health promotions with
the Southern Aboriginal Corporation in Albany WA,
Kenny consistently worked to increase Aboriginal people’s
awareness, knowledge and action around alcohol and
drugs and mental health issues.
His love for Averil, their children and grandchildren
held no bounds. In fact he had a special place in his heart
for all of his family in every part of the State.
Kenny was also a long term member and Chairperson of
the Catholic Education Aboriginal Committee. He provided
professional advice and support for the inclusion of
Aboriginal education within the Catholic Education system
of Western Australia. He was also an active member of the
Catholic Education Commission of Western Australia.
Every year, Kenny would travel back to Broome to catch
up with his family. Along with him went his brother in law
Jack and good friend Verdun. Their trek every year was
planned and the boys would enjoy every part of the journey.
Kenny is survived by his wife Averil, and children Glenys,
Patrick, Leonie, Sandra, Brenda, Lindsay, Geoffrey and
Joanna, numerous grandchildren and great grand children.
May he rest in peace.

The Rising Cost of Electricity
With the ever rising cost of electricity, it
is useful to take some time to consider
the cost of running everyday appliances
in our homes.
According to Horizon Power, the
typical Western Australian household
uses 31% of energy on heating water and
26% on heating and cooling the house.

The consumer group, Choice
calculated that it cost the average
household $534 a year to run a large air
conditioner and just $11 a year to run a
ceiling fan.
While using an oven with a grill or an
electric fry pan drains a lot of power,
microwaves, lights and radios are actually
low powered items to run.

Some tips to save money on your
electrical bill include: keeping your air
conditioners between 24-27 degrees
Celsius, making sure you have your
fridge set between 3-5 degrees Celsius
and washing your clothes in cold water.
The best power saving tip, of course, is
to turn off items at the power point when
they are not in use.
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Notre Dame KIMBERLEY
Notre Dame Staff Induction
By Matthew Hill
In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was with God in the beginning.
Following these words, from the
Gospel of St John chosen for the
commissioning Mass to begin the
year, staff from the University of Notre
Dame Broome Campus were blessed
by Bishop Christopher Saunders and
new staff joining the campus were
also welcomed in Nulungu Chapel.
The Mass is part of the staff
commissioning and planning day - a
feature on the University campus
calendar each February. The day began
at the Sisters of St John of God Old
Convent where, Broome campus
pioneer and Foundation Dean, Sr Pat
Rhatigan SSJG shared with staff a
history of Catholic Education in the
Kimberley, from the earliest years
where the pioneering Sisters
established “bush” schools, which were
little more than sheds, in Beagle Bay,

Bishop Saunders welcomes new staff. (L-R) Carolyn Pickett, Keith Smith, Roweena Rodriguez, Justyna
Hardy and Taryn Charles. Photo: M Hill

Broome and Lombadina, to the efforts
of a group of dedicated visionaries that
led to the establishment of the
Broome Campus of Notre Dame.
The morning of ‘formation’, with Sr
Pat, time to view the Relationships
Exhibition and finishing with the
Commissioning Mass with Bishop
Saunders, gave staff the foundation

for the afternoon session of planning
and looking at the journey ahead,
and offered a reminder that we
continue to walk in the footsteps of
those who have dedicated their lives
to education for all peoples of the
Kimberley and beyond.

Sr Pat Rhatigan SSJG sharing stories of Catholic Education in the Kimberley with Notre Dame staff. Photo: M Hill

Aboriginal healthcare a passion for Notre Dame Nursing graduate
The significant contribution
made to Aboriginal healthcare
in the Kimberley has made
Notre Dame Nursing graduate,
Emily Hunter, a well respected
community member.
Ms Hunter said she was
“very proud” to be recognised
as an Aboriginal Registered
Nurse in her local community
and would like to encourage
more nurses and healthcare
professionals to consider
working in rural and remote
Western Australia.
After graduating from The

University of Notre Dame
Australia’s Broome Campus in
2004, Ms Hunter completed
her graduate program at
Broome Hospital where she is
currently employed.
“Being an Aboriginal
woman and having lived in
the Kimberley my whole life,
I’m known to many of our
patients who can relate to me
and trust me. ‘’
Despite the challenges of
working in a regional location,
Ms Hunter says she
thoroughly enjoys her role and
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takes pride in delivering
quality healthcare.
Ms Hunter said the support
she received from her family
gave her the values of
compassion, respect and
tolerance. She also acquired
extensive local knowledge and
vital communication skills
from her family, which are
important in her role.
Emily Hunter, Notre Dame graduate
and Aboriginal Registered Nurse,
thoroughly enjoys her role delivering
quality healthcare at Broome Hospital.
Photo: UNDA

Notre Dame KIMBERLEY
Harvard to Oxford – an inspirational
trip for Broome student
A whirlwind trip to five of the most
prestigious international tertiary
institutions has reaffirmed a
commitment by Notre Dame
Education student, Sharon Davis, to
deliver quality learning outcomes for
Indigenous students in the Kimberley
region of Western Australia.
The 2012 recipient of the
Governor-General’s Indigenous
Student Teachers Scholarship for
WA described the experience as
“mind-blowing” and something she
never imagined having the
opportunity to experience.
Ms Davis from The University of

Notre Dame Australia’s Broome
Campus was one of 17 high
achieving Indigenous students from
around the country invited by the
Charlie Perkins Scholarship Trust
and the Aurora Project to tour
universities and colleges in the
USA and UK. She was the only
student studying Education who
took part in the trip.
One of the highlights for Ms
Davis was learning more about the
Harvard University Native American
Program. She had the opportunity to
speak with Native American people
about their daily struggles in

Sharon Davis enjoying her trip to universities and
colleges in the USA and UK. Photo: UNDA

education and how that translated
into lifestyle challenges for their
communities.

Catholic Education Office

Achievements recognised for our Kimberley students
Congratulations to Aaron Birch, from
Beagle Bay, who received the 2012 Fr
McMahon Award for Outstanding
Male Student in the Awards of
Excellence in Catholic Aboriginal
Education. The Award recognises
Aboriginal students who demonstrate
good leadership skills and community
involvement as well as having
excellent academic records. Aaron,
who attends Aquinas College, Perth, is

already becoming an outstanding role
model for his community and the
students at Aquinas, both Indigenous
and non-Indigenous. The staff at
Aquinas hold Aaron in high esteem
with hopes that he will become Prefect
in 2013. When asked what he thought
of this he stated that he did not want
to be given the role simply because he
was Indigenous, he preferred that he
earned it. Aaron who is currently in

Year 11 also challenged himself by
changing his WACE subjects to ATAR
subjects, and has hopes of attending
university in Perth. We wish Aaron
all the best with his studies and future
endeavours.
Congratulations also to Soleil White
from St Mary’s College, Broome, who
was awarded the 2012 Sr Veronica
Ryan Award for Outstanding Female
student. Both Aaron and Soliel were
presented with a
certificate at their
school and will later
attend the formal
Awards Evening at the
Esplanade Hotel,
Fremantle in
August 2013.

FAR LEFT: Soleil White with
Principal Mr Michael Pepper and
Follow the Dream Coordinator, Mr
Paul Woodbridge (R).
Photo: J Cambridge
LEFT: Tristan Sarah (L),
Chairperson of CEAC Broome,
pictured with Aaron Birch and
proud mum Mary Dann.
Photo: T Birch

Kimberley Community Profile MARCH 2013 15

Kimberley Catholic Volunteers

A Volunteer Experience

By Vin and Jenny Claxton

As we began our six month contract with the Kimberley Catholic Volunteer
Service, any feelings of apprehension were quickly dispelled. The staff at
the Broome Diocese office made us welcome during the two day induction,
as did the staff at our placement position, Kalumburu Aboriginal Mission.
So began a wonderful experience which we will always remember and
treasure, set in the unique beauty of the Kimberley.
Our time at Kalumburu gave us the opportunity to meet the Aboriginal
people and gain some insight into their way of life, their strengths and the
challenges that confront them. We were fortunate, at times, to hear stories
from an elder which furthered our knowledge of the history of the mission
and the dedication and commitment of the religious who established and
maintained it.
Sharing our faith with the mission staff and Aboriginal people in the
small church was one of the highlights. This could vary from a quiet
evening mass or rosary with just a couple of participants one day, to a
packed church with guitar music and voices of the choir ringing
throughout the mission grounds.
Having both worked with children throughout our lives, we enjoyed the
company of the children. Their big grins and cheeky faces, together with
their instant acceptance of newcomers to the community, made them an
endearing, albeit at times challenging group to deal with.

Warmun
Retreat Centre

‘Out with the old… in with the new’ –
Kitchen upgrade at Warmun Retreat
Centre. Photo: CAS

Volunteers Prem Meli and Gyan Sagar
have been looking after Warmun
Retreat Centre during the wet, and are
seen here having some fun putting in
a new kitchen. The old one was way
beyond its use-by-date, having been in
place when the Diocese of Broome
originally took over the property in
1986. The new kitchen has a double
sink, seven units with drawers and
shelving, and hopefully will include a
servery hatch through to the outside
veranda ‘dining room’. All this should
make future retreat catering much
smoother, safer and easier to handle.

ABOVE: Volunteer Jenny Claxton with Alan Peumora
enjoying an icypole on Christmas morning.
Photo: V Claxton

Vin Claxton enjoying a day out and the beautiful
scenery around Kalumburu.
Photos: J Claxton

WANTED: Volunteer Workers KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered.
For further details and an application form
please contact the co-ordinator:
Phone: 08 9192 1060
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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st John of God Sisters Heritage Centre

The Convent building in 1938.

Sacred Place… Repository of Memories
The Old Convent is the name
commonly used for the building and
grounds which carry memories for
generations of Kimberley families.
This State Heritage listed 1926
building, on the corner of Barker and
Weld Streets in Broome, stands near
the site of the first hut where the
Sisters of St John of God came to live
in 1908. Over the last hundred years
this site has become almost sacred
through the secrets and stories
associated with it.
Elders, and some not so elderly,
who grew up at the Old Convent
worked there, visited to learn music,
went to kindergarten, lived in the
Working Girls Hostel, enjoyed First
Communion breakfasts, came from
Holy Child Orphanage for after
school jobs, cleaned the underground
water tank, ran errands from St
Mary’s School, came to show their
debutante dresses or listened for the
convent bell marking the rhythm of
the day. All have a relationship with
the Old Convent through their
memories. Most regard this place as
something precious, a community

asset which means a great deal to
them as a link with their own past
or that of a relative.
During the 1970s and 80s the
Sisters made space available and
supported a number of fledgling
Aboriginal organisations as they
struggled for independence.
Today the building and grounds are
well preserved and once again play a
community role under the banner of
the SSJG Heritage Centre. All are

welcome to come and share the
stories of the past. The building is not
perfect and neither was the past.
People did suffer, were dislocated
from families, were controlled by the
government forces of the day.
However through all of this, hope
remained. This hope lives through
the Relationships Exhibition, the
Garden of Healing, temporary
exhibitions and counselling services.

St Mary’s students practising ballet on Convent grounds, 1952. Photos: Courtesy SSJG Heritage Centre
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Church of The Kimberley – Heroes in Faith

Bishop Matthew Gibney - Pioneer Bishop for the Kimberley
By Margaret Zucker

The Kimberley was always close
An unlikely link between the Catholic was limited and who appreciated
the
ability
and
loyalty
of
the
to
the Bishop’s heart and when two
Church in the Kimberley and the
young
priest.
French
Trappist missionary priests
notorious Ned Kelly was formed one
Gibney
was
consecrated
Bishop
arrived
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June afternoon in 1880 at the bloody
of
Perth
by
Cardinal
Moran
on
1
to
accompany
them on their first
siege of Glenrowan, in Victoria,
January
1887
and
quickly
found
expedition
to
the
north, where he
which marked the end of the feared
himself
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had
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from the
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about
the
position
of
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government.
The
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in
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on
17
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to establish the
states to raise money for a
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boys’ orphanage when his
where they found a
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Glenrowan, a small country
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town in Victoria. Learning
country.
that the Kelly gang had
Preferring exploration
been surrounded at Jones
of the vast Kimberley to
Inn and were shooting it
administrative duties in
out with police, Father
Perth, he made a
Gibney walked from the
number of other trips to
train to the hotel. He found
the Kimberley, one with
Kelly bleeding from serious
Daisy Bates after the
wounds to his arms and
Trappists had suddenly
legs, which had not been
withdrawn from the
protected by his famous
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armour, heard his
that time in his midconfession and anointed
sixties, he helped clear
him. Then, against advice
gardens and paddocks
from Kelly who thought he
and baptised, confirmed
might be shot as a
and married a number
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to search for the other
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members of the gang, but
hostile political climate,
found three of them dead
Bishop Gibney was at the
from their wounds and
same time coping with
one, whom he anointed, at
serious financial
the point of death. It was
problems in Perth. The
Father Gibney who was
Pallottine Fathers, who
able to inform the police of
had taken over the Beagle
Photo: Courtesy of Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Perth Archives
the gang’s deaths and of
Bay Mission in 1901, also
Kelly’s serious wounds.
suffered chronic
Then he got back on the train and
Interests of the white pastoralists, shortages of men and money.
travelled to Albury.
who had settled on land
After his retirement in 1910 the
Such was the calibre of the man
traditionally held by Aborigines for
great pioneer priest and missionary of
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tens of thousands of years, were
the Kimberley lived quietly in Perth
foundation of the Church in the
paramount and the first peoples
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Kimberley.
were regarded mainly as a nuisance
Matthew Gibney was born into
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to be dealt with. Bishop Gibney
an Irish farming family in 1835
displayed a very different attitude,
• V.E.Callaghan in Australian Dictionary of
and was ordained priest in 1863.
writing in a letter to the Trappist
Biography, 2006-2013
He arrived in Perth later that year
Abbey in Lyons, France that his goal • M. Durack, The Rock and The Sand
(Constable London 1969)
and became the right-hand man of
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• M. Zucker, From Patrons to Partners (UNDA
the Spanish Benedictine Bishop
lastingly effective for the welfare of
Press 2nd edition 2005)
Griver, whose command of English
the natives.
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parish News
Halls Creek

Kalumburu

Part of the Halls Creek Christmas Party was the traditional
Float Parade. St Mary’s Church group and helpers, prepared
the East Kimberley CDEP truck with the Nativity scene and
children to be part of the parade. With willing helpers on the
hottest December day the effort resulted in the theme Joy to
the World which captured the judge’s attention. While
participation was the purpose, all were happy to gain third
prize, a Christmas hamper to the value of $100.

In late 2012, Cecilia Waina (L) and Mary Clements participated
in a Seasons for Healing Program in Kalumburu. Cecilia
commented at the end of the program, “There’s a lot in the
program and I feel so open and light today.”
The Seasons for Healing Program was specifically
developed to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
adults. It is a loss and grief education program which aims
to promote the social and emotional wellbeing of
children, young people and adults as they adapt to changes
in their lives as a result of death, separation, divorce or
other major loss experiences. “I wasn’t sure what the
program was about but I’m happy I came every day,”
added Mary.

Photo: Sr A Cabassi RSJ

When Bonny Deegan goes to Mass at St Mary’s Church, Halls
Creek, she swells the congregation with her fine crew of
grandchildren. Bonny was there when the Bishop recently
said mass on the first Sunday of Lent.

Photo: Sr A Cabassi RSJ

Wyndham
Students and staff
of St Joseph’s
School Wyndham,
came together to
celebrate the start of
Lent at the Ash
Wednesday Mass,
celebrated by Parish
Priest, Fr Joel
Nyongesa. After the
mass everyone was
given a basic menu
for recess and lunch
to show the
students that a lot of
people around the
world don’t have a
choice in what they
eat, or they
sometimes go
without food.

Photo: CAS

25 Robinson St, Broome WA 6725
centamanager@westnet.com.au

08 9192 2293
Offering Services
•
•
•
•

Homeless Housing Support Outreach
Mental Illness Homeless Housing Support
Assistance with food, clothing and other personal needs
Return to Country travel

BREAKFAST is provided at
Fr McMahon Place on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday 8.00am-9.30am

Fr Joel signs Junior Evans with the ashes.
Photo: S Davey
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School News
Broome

Kununurrra
St Joseph’s School
Kununurra started
2013 with some
classes bursting at
the seams. PrePrimary, Year 3, Year
4 and Year 6 classes
welcomed new
teachers and there
was an air of
excitement on the
first day.

Fr Matthew Digges blesses the leadership badges with (L-R) Primary Head Girl
Caitlyn Barker and Head Boy Leroy Pigram, and College Head Girl Ayesha Salkilld and
Head Boy Johei Hamaguchi. Photo: S. Malak

For this Kindy student, it
was time to relax and put
his feet up.
Photo: N O’Dea

At the whole College Assembly on 15 February, the 2013 leaders
of St Mary’s College Broome received their leadership badges
and were inducted into their roles.
Beagle Bay

Photo: N Burrows
Pictured here is Year 4 student Madeleine Christie receiving the ashes.
Photo: S Malak

The Ashes were distributed at the Mass celebrated by Bishop
Saunders at St Mary’s College, Broome on Ash Wednesday, to
mark the beginning of Lent.
Derby
As a part of the Year of Grace,
Holy Rosary School, Derby,
commissioned local artist, Ros
Mitchell, to paint an image of
Jesus. The students love the
painting. Recently they were
asked to describe what Jesus
means to them. Student answers
included respect, role model,
reverence, responsibility,
resilience, stood up for what was
right, peaceful, prayerful, kind,
caring, loving, helpful and a
friend to all. The painting of Jesus
is constantly referred to as: Jesus
a source of inspiration and a role
model for us all.

Pictured here after the blessing of the Kindy Class at Sacred
Heart School, Beagle Bay on 8 February 2013 are, from left,
Tracey Dunn, Lyla Forte (Principal), Deacon Des Neagle,
Fr Hillary Rotich (Parish Priest), Nikki McClatchy and Telaisa
Shadforth with the Kindy kids.
Lombadina
To celebrate Shrove
Tuesday, students and
staff of Christ the King
School, Peninsula Parish,
helped prepare a special
lunch which included
pancakes and other
wonderful foods. Families
and community members
were invited to share this
meal at school. A pancake
relay race was also held to
celebrate the occasion.

Year of Grace Painting at Holy
Rosary School, Derby.
Photo: E Wrobel
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Jett Sibosado flipping a pancake as
part of the pancake relay race.
Photo: S Carroll

SCHOOL NEWS
Mulan

Warmun

John PujajangkaPiyirn Catholic
School, Mulan,
welcomed two new
teachers this year:
Emma Ellis, from
Geraldton and
Charlotte Morgan
from New Zealand
with her family. On
Friday 1 February,
as part of the Faith,
Story Witness
Emma Ellis (L), Charlotte Morgan (R) and her family.
Induction Program,
Photo: L Coyle
these new teachers
were taken to Lake Gregory to be ‘Mudded’. It was a great
opportunity for them to learn about the local culture of
Mulan/Lake Gregory and to have a refreshing swim in
the lake.
Red Hill
At Warlawurru Catholic
School, Halls Creek,
student Devaughn
Lightning proudly
shows the Library Box
he made with his sister
Caldean. Each family
used stickers, labels and
cut-outs to decorate a
Library Box. The boxes
will be taken home to
store the wonderful new
and pre-loved books
children receive each
week at school.

Sr Julianne Murphy RSJ being welcomed to country by Lucinda Malgil.
Photo: L Hodge

Photo:D Savoia

Ngalanangpum School in Warmun has a wonderful cultural
tradition of smoking all the students and staff before the
beginning of classes on the first day of the school year. It is
done by the elders, and people from the whole community
gather. It is a good way of blessing the New Year and
welcoming new people. This year they welcomed another
Sister of St Joseph to the school, Sr Julianne Murphy from
South Australia.

Ringer Soak		
It was a wonderful start
to the new school year at
Birlirr Ngawiyiwu
Catholic School, Ringer
Soak. The students were
delighted to be back in
the classroom and after
the whole school Prayer
and Smoking Ceremony
teachers and students
were eager to
commence their
learning journeys.
Kindy, Prep and Grade 1 students are all smiles for the camera
because school is lots at fun at Ringer Soak (Yaruman), three hours
drive south of Halls Creek. Photo: CAS

Aboriginal Teaching Assistant Tamara Seela leading a Numeracy
Learning Activity. Photo: T Davis
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Alleluia!

K
I

D
S’

KKORNER
ORNER

During week do top half. Easter Sunday bottom.

Colour
the path
of Jesus
a special
colour.

sp

Then,
colour
all the
smaller
paths
many
different
colours.

Show Jesus the path to
Jerusalem
City where he is praised with palms .

__ __ __ __ __
__ __
__ __ __ __ __!

During this coming week, prepare for Sunday
when the Church celebrates a very special and
happy day, the great day when God shows us
his wonderful love and power, Easter Sunday!
♦ Ask an adult to help cut a small branch. ♦ Place it in a
container of sand/soil. ♦ Cut out Easter Egg shapes from
cardboard. ♦ Decorate one side with brightly coloured
patterns, making them as pretty as you can. ♦ On the
other side, write an Easter Message for
someone in the family. ♦ Make as many
special Easter Eggs for each family
member as you wish. ♦ At the top of
each ‘egg’, make a hole for coloured
thread/string/wool. ♦ Tie each to branch.
♦ Place decoration in dining area. ♦ At
mealtime present Easter Egg Messages.
Sample Messages: Happy Easter, ….!
Jesus loves you always, ….! May God
bless you always! May God fill your
Easter with love! (Others might have peace,
happiness instead of ‘love’) Have lots of fun!

J E S S T O N E U J
S

D I

L I

O H N

N E N K R A D E

D O N S E L P I

C S I

D T

R E S U R R E C T I

O N H

N E Y A D T S R I

C R Y

W O E R U T P I

R C S R S

O S W A S B U R I
R B O D Y I

F

B A E D

N T H M E C A

C V E H Y E R O S O E A N
D I

S L A L I

V E T F O R

M A R Y M A G D A L

Happy Easter!

In the spaces above, fill in the name of your
picture. Then brightly colour in the picture
because Easter Day is a happy day!
rsm

© 2013©2013
Czrmel-A©nne
Ellen
Carmel-Anne
Ellen
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E N E

E

A V A N G E L J E S U S

E

E R E T E P N O M I

S R

Circle the letters of the words below within the
WordSearch. Find them Horizontally, Vertically,
Diagonally, and Backwards.
Then copy the remaining letters from left to write
into the spaces below.
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __ , __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ , __ __ __ __ ,
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ !
DISCIPLES SCRIPTURE
MARY SIMONPETER
FIRSTDAY MARYMAGDALENE STONE JESUS
TOMB
JOHN
CROWN
ANGEL
DARK
RESURRECTION
LINEN
EARLY
BODY

Parish/Mass Centres

WORLD YOUTH DAY 23–28 July 2013 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

BROOME

Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times:
Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA

Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times:
Balgo: Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
Billiluna: Sunday 4.00pm
Mulan: Sunday 10.00am

DAMPIER PENINSULA

Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hillary Rotich
Mass times:
Beagle Bay: Saturday 5.00pm Vigil
			
Sunday 8.00am
Lombadina: Sunday 8.30am

DERBY 		

Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
Derby: Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
		
Sunday 9.00am
Fitzroy Crossing 5.30pm 2nd & 4th
		
Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK

Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com
Mass times:
Sunday 8.30am

KALUMBURU

Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Nicholas Kipkemboi
Mass times:
Saturday 5.30pm Vigil
Sunday 7.00am

KUNUNURRA

Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times:
Kununurra: Sunday 8.30am
Wyndham: Sunday 5.00pm
Warmun: Monday 5.00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA
Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Benny Calanza
Mass times:
Sunday 9.00am

WYNDHAM

Refer Kununurra Parish

Prayer Time

Grandparents – A Special Role
Following the VII World Meeting of
Families, with Pope Benedict XVI in Italy
in June 2012, the Catholic Grandparents
Association is coming back to Australia.
Cardinal Pell has accepted the request
of the Catholic Grandparents Association
to be the Patron of the Australian Chapter
of the Association.

Catherine Wiley, the founder of the
Association, believes that grandparents
have a special role to play in passing on
faith to their grandchildren and the
Association helps them find ways to do
this.
In 2008, Pope Benedict XVI composed
the following Prayer for Grandparents.

PRAYER FOR GRANDPARENTS
Lord Jesus,
you were born of the Virgin Mary,
the daughter of Saints Joachim and Anne.
Look with love on grandparents the world over.
Protect them! They are a source of enrichment
for families, for the Church and for all of society.
Support them! As they grow older,
may they continue to be for their families
strong pillars of Gospel faith,
guardians of noble domestic ideals,
living treasuries of sound religious traditions.
Make them teachers of wisdom and courage,
that they may pass on to future generations the fruits
of their mature human and spiritual experience.
Lord Jesus,
help families and society
to value the presence and roles of grandparents.
May they never be ignored or excluded,
but always encounter respect and love.
Help them to live serenely and to feel welcomed
in all the years of life which you give them.
Mary, Mother of all the living,
keep grandparents constantly in your care,
accompany them on their earthly pilgrimage,
and by your prayers, grant that all families
may one day be reunited in our heavenly homeland,
where you await all humanity
for the great embrace of life without end. Amen!
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ABOVE: Three score and… Well, that’t it!… 60… Sixty! The birthday boy was
none other than Mons Paul Boyers VG who celebrated a Mass to mark the
occasion and then enjoyed a superb home cooked supper with a cake and not
too many candles. Congratulations. May there be many more to come.
Betty Rodriquez (L), of Broome, attended the birthday celebrations for Mons
Paul (Centre) while Bishop Saunders (R) held the balloons in happy memory
of past events.
ABOVE: As part of the Ash Wednesday Mass at Christ the King
School, Peninsula Parish, with Fr Hillary and Deacon Des,
class representatives Ethan Bin Karim and Darrell Sibosado
received a Project Compassion Box and a purple prayer
tablecloth for their class. The students are looking forward to
the challenge of raising as much money as they can for
Caritas, assisting those suffering from poverty and
disadvantage in the world. Photo: S Carroll

ABOVE: Sandy Dann (L), well known Goolarri Radio presenter,
interviewed Stolen Generation members Jack Trust and
Sammy Lovell at The Apology 5th Anniversary celebration,
held in Broome. Photo: N Kalmar

ABOVE: At Balgo, Helicopter
Tjungurrayi (R), signs Shania
Brown with the ashes on Ash
Wednesday during a paraliturgy
held for school children in the
school hall. Photo: Br Martin
Blattman FSC
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LEFT: When it comes to
finding useful things to do
Jim Charles (L) and Scotty
Unghango, from Kalumburu,
are experts. Cleaning cars
that are covered in wet
season mud is a necessary
job they set about to do well.
Photo: CAS

