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Editorial
Hope and Healing in Difficult Times
When Jorge Cardinal Bergoglio was elected
Pope there was a feeling of elation among the
people of God. When he chose the name
Francis, after the great Saint from Assisi, there
was enthusiastic general approval, seldom
before witnessed among believers and
Vatican watchers, with unlimited support
from most of the world’s media.
Happily, Pope Francis enjoys the welcome
hallmark of popular acclaim which can create
a positive energy for transformation. And
although he knows well the plight of the
poor and the powerless of South America he
is abreast also of the grinding poverty
endured by other peoples in other lands.
Hopefully, in time, he will come to know
details of the abject poverty, and the
deprivations, that exist for Australia’s First
Nations in the otherwise wealthy,
comfortable and so called ‘lucky country’.
The Australian Aboriginal people have
long been, since the time of colonization, on
the bottom rung of the socio-economic
ladder. As Lowitja O’Donoghue said: “On any
social measure of health and well-being,
Indigenous people, my people, are hugely
over represented at the wrong end of the
scale. No matter whether you look at life
expectancy, health profiles, custody figures,
educational outcomes, unemployment,
substance abuse, domestic violence, suicide
– you name it – the trend is the same.” 1
Many Aboriginal people today speak of a
serious loss of the spiritual in their lives.
This, they say, is the direct result of the
circumstances in which they find themselves.
A demanding materialism, driven by the bias
of the dominant western economy, has
adversely affected many Aboriginal people
with its promotion of consumerism and an
emphasis on the acquisition of goods,
competition for power and resources, and the
dictates of economic rationalism. Indigenous
people have been immersed in the workings
of this economic model to the detriment of
their own cultural priorities and lifestyle. For
many, the burden of this ‘spirit-less’
existence alongside the grind of daily living,
has rendered them devoid of a positive sense
of the future and remarkably in need of a
new start, one that inspires hope and healing.
An essential part of the strategy to combat
the anxieties and oppression that weigh so
heavily upon those who are poor is for all
Christians to commit themselves to change
for the sake of what is right. At the heart of
this action for justice must be the person of
Jesus, the Word made flesh that is our model
for living. Successive Popes have spoken of
the New Evangelization by which we are
called, among other things, to close the
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credibility gap between who we say we are
and what we do.
Still today, the address of Pope John Paul II
in 1986, to the Aborigines and Torres Strait
Islanders, at Alice Springs, has lost nothing
of its impact: “The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus
Christ speaks all languages. It esteems and
embraces all cultures. It supports them in
everything human and, when necessary, it
purifies them. Always and everywhere the
Gospel uplifts and enriches cultures with the
revealed message of a loving and merciful
God. That Gospel now invites you to become,
through and through, Aboriginal Christians.
It meets your deepest desires…Take this
Gospel… let its spirit penetrate your
communities and determine your behaviour
towards each other. Let it bring new strength
to your stories and your ceremonies. Let the
Gospel come into your hearts and renew
your personal lives.”2 His words most
certainly speak to baptized Christians Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal alike.
Incumbent upon the leadership of each
particular Church, and upon the leadership
that serves the various faith communities at
the local level, is the responsibility to
facilitate wherever possible reconciliation
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
Australians. To establish an authentic unity
between peoples, a just relationship must be
forged with humility and driven by prayerful
love. Any gulf between cultures that gives
rise to exclusion, suffering, despair and
injustice cannot be tolerated. The Gospel
imperative demands that we advocate at all
times for truth, inclusion and fairness. Any
proclamation that fails to abide by such an
imperative is not the Gospel. It is not
Good News.
Perhaps the greatest realization we might
come to as a faithful people, Indigenous and
non-Indigenous together, is that Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples not only
have a rightful place in Australian society but
they have an essential offering to make that
will enrich our lives, our nation and
our Church.
In the words of the Holy Father, at Alice
Springs: “...the Church herself in Australia
will not be fully the Church that Jesus wants
her to be until you have made your
contribution to her life and until that
contribution has been joyfully received by
others.” 3
1
2
3

Lowitja O’Donoghue (At The Crossroads – Living in a
world of Change), Address to the National Council of
Churches in Australia. Triennial Forum, 11 July 2004
Pope John Paul II (Address to Aborigines and Torres Strait
Islanders), Alice Springs, 29th November, paragraph 12.
Ibid, paragraph 13.

COVER: Kieran-Rae Wilson of
Fitzroy Crossing (daughter of Cheri
Wungardin). Photo: CAS

Instruct a child in
the way he should
go; and when he
grows old he will
not leave it.
Proverbs 22:6

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY
PROFILE is a publication of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Broome,
published six times a year by the
Bishop of Broome. Articles to do
with the Kimberley are welcome to
be submitted for publication. 
Enquiries
Diocese of Broome,
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725
Tel: 08 9192 1060 Fax: 08 9192 2136
Email: kcp@broomediocese.org
Subscriptions
Subscription Rate $30.00pa
The opinions expressed in this
publication are not necessarily
those of the Bishop of Broome.

www.broomediocese.org

Viewpoint
Pilgrimage: Back to Beagle Bay

The idea of Pilgrimage is nothing new
to Kimberley people. Young people
from here have been present at the last
four World Youth Days, while in the
year 2000AD over thirty pilgrims left
Broome for Rome and the Holy Land.
This year we are combining a youth
walking pilgrimage with an open
invitation to Kimberley Catholics to
join together in Beagle Bay for a very
special event celebrating the Year of
Faith and Grace. We are calling it:
‘Back to Beagle Bay. A pilgrimage to
the Sacred Heart of the Kimberley.’ It
celebrates our faith and our thanks to
Almighty God for his goodness to us.
It is to be a positive celebration, a
joyous one that recognizes Beagle Bay
as the cradle of our faith where the
Word was first proclaimed; “and the
Word became flesh and dwelled among
us.” Jn 1:14
The young people and not so young,
that will walk the 72 kilometre track

into Beagle Bay, will take three and a
half days to do so. It will be through
scenic and appealing country that is
sure to be memorable. Full support in
the way of meals and camping
facilities, refreshments and medical
assistance will be available along the
way. The walkers will only have to carry
water in day packs while the resupply
of water and snacks along the track will
be done by a dedicated back-up team.
Like true pilgrims they will offer
their efforts as a gift in praise of God.
“Let the praise of your glory be the joy of
our lives.” 1
The pilgrims will be met at the
beginning of their pilgrim way by
Traditional Owners who will brief them
on their country and welcome the
walkers. As they pass through lands
held by other Traditional Owners this
process will be repeated. Mass on the
track will be offered every day and the
rosary will be prayed for the benefit of
everyone on the pilgrimage, at least
every evening.
At Beagle Bay other pilgrims will be
gathering. Buses from Broome will be
available Saturday morning to go to
Beagle Bay and will then return to
Broome on Sunday afternoon. Of
course, you may come by your own
transport if you wish.
At 12 noon the walkers will be
welcomed into Beagle Bay and those
pilgrims will join with the others and
officially the event begins.
Happily the Victor family have
offered their camping facilities at
Billard, a short distance from Beagle

Bay. There will
be tents with
sewn-in floors
and camp
beds, toilets,
showers,
barbecue cooking facilities,
and a covered meeting area. Pilgrim
food will be simple – stews, soups,
rice, potatoes, cereals and bread.
Saturday evening will be a time to
gather to praise God with song and
scripture. It will also be a chance to
celebrate the Sacrament of Penance. A
musical evening and a concert will
follow, and a talent quest, by the light
of the camp fire.
Sunday morning we shall say Mass
and, as with one voice, we shall pray for
our families and especially our young
people. We shall praise God for his
goodness to us all, for his unending
love, and for blessing us at this time as
we journey together as pilgrims.
I am hoping the people of the
Kimberley will embrace this
opportunity to serve God as pilgrims,
sharing with their fellow Kimberley
Catholics, and others, this most
valuable time in the Sacred Heart of
the Kimberley.
All enquiries should be directed
through your School Principal at
Catholic schools or through your
Parish Priest.
Information available also at:
info@broomediocese.org
1

Divine Office
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and Publications Officer
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

The Little Children
In March last year the International Detention Coalition (IDC)

launched a campaign to end the immigration detention of
children. The campaign website (http://idcoalition.org/children)
features a great deal of information, a video and links to other
material including a long report titled Captured Childhood.
According to the IDC, detention takes different forms in
different countries and it is hard to know exactly how many
children are detained or where. There are children who are
detained alone, including some as young as eight. Some are
detained with adults, others in prisons or improvised facilities. In
the words of the report:
‘The detention of children for migration purposes is against
international human rights laws and conventions. It is also
damaging to children’s physical, developmental, emotional and
psychological health.’
It’s easy to see that children in these circumstances are
extraordinarily vulnerable and can even be trafficked. The
Coalition’s report says: ‘Girls and young women are at particular
risk of gender based violence and sexual abuse.’
The Coalition sets out three core principles:
• Undocumented child migrants are, first and
foremost, children.
• The best interests of the child must be a primary
consideration when dealing with a child and the
child’s family.
• The liberty of the child is a fundamental human right.

Sadly, Australia is one of the countries that detain children for
migration purposes. The effects of that detention have been
devastating for many of them. A speaker I heard recently spoke
of seeing children in detention ‘like old men and women’
because of the psychological impact of their experiences before
and during detention. Following the recommendations (or some
of the recommendations) of the expert panel on asylum seekers,
we are now seeing families including children sent to detention
centres in Manus Island and Nauru.
Paris Aristotle, one of the members of the expert panel (the
Houston Committee), recently called for the facility on Manus
Island to be shut down if the full range of the panel’s
recommendations could not be put in place. He stressed that
each of these recommendations depended on the others – if the
government tried to pick and choose which recommendations to
adopt, the result would be failure.
The issue he was most concerned about on Manus was
arbitrary detention.
It is a serious issue for the government if one of the designers
of its strategy to deter boat people calls for the children on
Manus to be brought back to Australia. Mr Aristotle’s comments
seem to echo those by Bishop Christopher Saunders, Chairman
of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council, who late last
year called for the release of children and families in
immigration detention.
It is hard to get round the words of the International Detention
Coalition. When we put children in immigration detention, we are
breaking international law. We may claim we have broader
reasons for doing so, but in the end we are using vulnerable
human beings to achieve a policy outcome. That is not putting
the best interests of these children first, or acknowledging their
fundamental right to liberty. We cannot be proud of that.
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Saint News

St Joan of Arc
Feast Day: May 30
Born: 1412 Died: 1431

Joan was born in France and
was a shepherdess who loved
to pray, especially at the
shrines of Our Blessed
Mother. One day, while she was watching her sheep, St
Michael the Archangel, appeared to her and said, “Daughter
of God, go save France!”
For three years she heard the voices of saints calling her to
action. When she was sixteen, she began her mission.
At that time, there was a war going on between France and
England. It was called the Hundred Years’ War. With the
King’s permission, Joan led an army into the city of Orleans
in France, which the English had almost captured. In her
white, shining armour, this young heroine rode with her
banner flying above her. On it were the names of JESUS and
MARY.
She was hit by an arrow in the great battle of Orleans, but
she kept on urging her men to victory. At last they won! Joan
and her army won more and more battles and the English
armies had to retreat.
After the victories, Joan’s time of suffering began. She was
captured and put in prison and after an unfair trial in France,
she was tied to a stake and burned to death.
Joan went bravely to her death on May 29, 1431. Her last
word was “Jesus.”
Reflection: The life of this saint was marked by heroic
courage for the sake of the mission that God had entrusted to
her. We can call on St Joan of Arc to help us especially when
we need to carry out a very difficult, nearly impossible task.

Photo: CAS

Enjoying the Easter holidays in Broome are (L-R) Azzari,
Narah, Shanty and Najay Davey (with his hard hat on).

Briefly Speaking

Photo: CEOWA
Photo: A Rohr

Peter Scerri, originally from
Malta, recently arrived in the
Diocese of Broome. Peter, a
member of the Neo
Catechumenal Way has
volunteered to assist Fr Benny
Calanza in the Parish of La
Grange-Bidyadanga. Peter has
been living with his family in
Canberra for the last five years
and plans to remain in the
Kimberley for the rest of
this year.

Dr Tim McDonald has been
appointed as the new Director
of Catholic Education in
Western Australia. Dr McDonald
said he wants teachers to
create learning environments
where all young people have a
sense they belong, that they feel
they have talent, experience
some empowerment in their
lives and the opportunity to give
back and be generous to others.
Dr McDonald was recently in
Broome to meet with
Kimberley Principals.

Photo: UNDA

Professor Celia Hammond has
been reappointed for a further
five year term as the Vice
Chancellor of Notre Dame
University. Professor Hammond
said it has been a privilege and
honour to hold the position of
Vice Chancellor for thelast four
and a half years.“I sincerely
thank everyone for the passion
and commitment shown to this
beautiful institution that has
enabled it to grow, develop and
flourish since its inception,”
said Professor Hammond.

Photo: A Rohr

Alexis Vega, a seminarian from
the Redemptoris Mater
Seminary in Perth, has recently
arrived in the Diocese of
Broome. Alexis, who is originally
from Columbia, is assisting at
the Cathedral Parish in Broome
and is finding it to be a beautiful
experience.

New Kids on the Block
LEFT: Born in
Broome in 26 March
2013 was Olando
Gregory, the first
child of Sean and
Ulanda Gregory.
Photo: A Rohr
RIGHT: Franco and
Angela Arace of
Broome with their
son Davide who
was baptised over
the Easter period.
Photo: A Rohr

BELOW: Ester Unghango
from Kalumburu is pictured
here with her son Keith Bidd.
Photo: Sr A Cabassi RSJ

ABOVE: Sunny Georgia Kennedy,
daughter of Janenell (pictured) and
James, was born on Holy Thursday 28
March 2013. Welcome Sunny to a very
hot day in Broome. Photo: CAS

LEFT: Kiyomi Dawn Hamaguchi,
daughter of Craig and Louise, was born
on 20 March 2013, some six weeks
premature but now in good health and
soon to head home. Photo: CAS
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Caritas Kimberley

www.caritas.com.au

Together Let’s Help Make Poverty History
CARITAS Australia, the international aid and development
organisation of the Catholic Church, is supporting a coalition of
aid agencies, calling for all Australians to sign a petition to help
end extreme poverty. The campaign is a joint action of the Make
Poverty History and Micah Challenge Coalitions, supported by
Caritas Australia.
Caritas Australia CEO Jack de Groot said aid has already made
a considerable impact in reducing extreme poverty. Since 1990,
the number of children around the world who die before their fifth
birthday has almost halved. That’s 14,000 fewer children dying
every single day.
“We hope you will add your support by signing the petition so
that together we can make a difference to help end poverty,” said
Mr de Groot.
“Let’s help make poverty history by giving our fair share of aid,
just 70 cents in every $100 of Australia’s national income by 2020.”

The petition, recently launched at Parliament House in
Canberra, is aimed at showing mass public support within
Australia for fair, sustainable international aid and development.
Why act now?
The coalition believes 2013 is a critical year for the Australian aid
program and is calling for our political leaders to fulfill their
bipartisan promise to give 50 cents in every $100 to tackle global
poverty by 2016.
This is also the last Australian Federal Election before the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) deadline in 2015.
World leaders made a historic agreement to overcome poverty
through the eight Millennium Development Goals back in 2000.
1. Halve extreme poverty and hunger
2. Primary Education for all children
3. Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women
4. 	Reduce child deaths
5. 	Improve maternal health
6. Combat HIV/AIDs, Malaria and other diseases
7. 	Environmental Sustainability and Clean Water Sanitation
8. Global Partnership, including more and better aid.
With the 2015 deadline fast approaching, we need to act now
to keep our promise of helping the world’s poorest
communities overcome poverty. You can sign up to the
Movement to End Poverty petition on the Caritas website.
http://www.caritas.org.au/act/movement-to-end-poverty
Donate now to Caritas Kimberley, PO Box 76 Broome WA 6725
[08 91921060] or online at www.caritas.org.au/donate/online-donation

Catholic Mission
“Do not be afraid... I will rescue you” Jeremiah 1:8
In India, child trafficking and child
labour is the reality for 12 million
children... Every day countless
children are forced into domestic
work and prostitution against their
will. Distressingly, they are seen
simply as commodities.
With the support of Catholic
Mission, Sister Clara, and her fellow
Salesian sisters, work tirelessly
throughout Chennai in India, to
rescue young girls—providing them
with a safe haven at their Marialaya
Children’s Home. The sisters also
offer counselling, medical care,
education and spiritual formation to
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the girls, helping them see their
worth as a beloved child of God.
Many girls across India, and
throughout the world, still urgently

need your help. Please make your
donation to support the vital work of
Sister Clara and missionaries across
the world today.
www.catholicmission.org.au/rescue

Back to
Beagle Bay
Pilgrimage to the Sacred Heart of the Kimberley
Weekend Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 July 2013
A walking pilgrimage for young people to
Beagle Bay along the coast through the land
of Djaba Djaba and Nyul Nyul People.
Commencing Wednesday 17 July and arriving
on Saturday 20 July.

· Walk if you’re young and fit
OR
· Bus it, or drive it, if you are older
· Buses from Broome to Beagle Bay on the
Saturday morning for other pilgrims,
returning to Broome on
Sunday afternoon
Celebrate:
• A weekend of remembering the
beginnings of faith in the Kimberley
• Films and slide shows and personal
testimonies will be held along with
moments of prayer and thanksgiving
• Camp out… tents available at
Billard Community

“Back to… the Sacred
Heart of the Kimberley”
All enquiries should be directed through
your School Principal at Catholic schools or
through your Parish Priest. Information
available also at: info@broomediocese.org
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Share the Mission
Volunteers at Balgo
The Share the Mission programme, for post school
young people, is run by the De La Salle Brothers. The
programme involves the young adults committing to
nine months of living and working in one of the works
conducted by the De La Salle Bothers in Australia, New
Zealand and Papua New Guinea.
For several years now the community of Balgo has
had up to four of these young people volunteering at
one time, at Luurnpa Catholic School.
In 2013 the school welcomed, Stephen Beirouti from
Dandenong in Victoria, Luke Boulton and Joel
Mulholland from Mentone in Victoria and Mitchell
Marshall from Castle Hill in NSW.
This year the young men are supporting the school as
teachers’ assistants, undertaking various tasks such as
preparing and serving breakfast and lunch to students,
and organising sports during and after school. They also
assist the Balgo-Kutjungka Parish in various ways such
as preparing its weekly newsletter.

(L-R) Stephen Beirouti, Joel Mulholland, Luke Boulton and Mitchell Marshall.
Photo: Br M Blattman fsc

Road Less Travelled

Photo: Sr A Cabassi RSJ

In her second ‘Emmaus Journey’ year (second year as a novice
for the Sisters of St Joseph) Dianne Colborne is experiencing
some time in a small community in ministry, and as a bonus
situated in the Kimberley culture. She is enjoying the wider
community of Halls Creek and has turned her hand to many
things, pastoral visitation, tutoring, teacher assistance, serving
in the Op Shop as well as experiencing a Josephite
Community Kimberley style. One of her special moments was
a drive out to the remote community of Yaruman/Ringer Soak
and flying back in a small plane. In Dianne’s words “The view
was spectacular both ways but the community Easter Mass,
led by Fr Matt Digges in such a remote and cultural
environment, was significant and very meaningful.”

When the
River Runs

Celebrating 50 Years

Photo: A Rohr

Br Peter Thrupp cfc’s Golden Jubilee,
50 years as a Christian Brother was
recognised in Broome in March. Br
Peter is seen here cutting his cake at
a dinner following the Chrism Mass
in Broome in March.
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When the river runs in the
sultry heat of the tropics in
the far northern
community of Kalumburu,
the children make the most
of the opportunity to cool
off and have some
fun. Adult family
members keep watch and
call out to keep their
children safe. Pictured here
(L-R) are William
Djargween, Josiah and
Samuel Mangolamara.

Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ

Harmony Day at Germanus Kent
Each year, Australia recognises Harmony Day on 21 March to
celebrate all citizens from diverse backgrounds. Harmony Day
coincides with the United Nations International Day for the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination and Closing the Gap. In
2013 the theme was Many Stories One Australia. At
Germanus Kent House in Broome they believe each
Australian has a unique story to tell and each of our 22
million stories are an important part of Australia’s past,
present and future.
Germanus Kent House celebrated Harmony Day by hosting
a Morning Tea event and welcomed all staff and residents to a
celebration of the cohesive and inclusive nature of Australia.
Throughout the morning, staff and residents shared their
stories about where they were from and how they came to
reside in Broome.
Harmony Day for the residents and staff at Germanus Kent
House is about community participation, inclusiveness and
respect – a time to reflect on where Australia has come from,
while recognising the traditional owners of the land.
Harmony Day promotes Australia’s shared experience and the
composition of neighbourhoods and acknowledges the
opportunity to
celebrate the benefits
and potential that
cultural diversity
brings. Our cultural
diversity is one of
our greatest
strengths and is at
the heart of who we
are. Multicultural
Australia is an
Each of the women at Germanus Kent House was
integral part of our given a sash indicating where they were born or what
they considered their town. Pictured here (L-R) is
nation’s history
Aggie Albert and Dorothy Cox, both Broome girls.
and character.
Photo: J Huntley

(L-R) Betha Linty, Karin Brittain and Sr Felicity Scales ssjg. Photo: J Leslie

At Germanus Kent House in Broome this year, volunteers are
carrying out an inaugural trolley run, a weekly mobile shop for
residents to choose a treat from a selection of personal items
including hats, handkerchiefs and jewelry.

Vatican Dossier
Francis Invites ‘Going Out of Ourselves’
in First General Audience
VATICAN CITY, March 27, 2013 (Zenit.org)

In his first general
audience, Pope
Francis encouraged
the faithful to
follow Jesus’
example and be
willing to take the
first step in helping
our brothers and
sisters.
“What does it
mean to follow
Jesus in his path
towards the Cross on
Calvary and the
Resurrection?”
Francis asked.
Photo: presidencia.gov.ar
Jesus, he said,
“spoke to everyone, without distinction, to the great and
the humble, to the rich young man and the poor widow,
to the powerful and the weak; he brought the mercy and
forgiveness of God; he healed, he consoled, he
understood; he gave hope; he brought to all the
presence of God who is interested in every man and
every woman, as a good father and a good mother is in
each of their children. God did not wait for everyone to
go to Him, but it was He who moved toward us, without
calculating, without measure. God is like this: He
always takes the first step, He moves towards us.”
Francis said that to live Holy Week in the footsteps of
Jesus “means learning to come out of ourselves – to
reach out to others, to go to the outskirts of existence,
ourselves taking the first step towards our brothers and
sisters, especially those farthest away, those who are
forgotten, those most in need of understanding,
consolation, help. There is much need to bring the
living presence of Jesus, merciful and full of love!”
To live Holy Week, we need to enter more and more
into God’s logic, the Pontiff continued, “the logic of the
Cross, which is not first of all that of pain and death, but
that of love and self-giving that brings life.”
The Holy Father warned against settling for “a few
prayers” or a “few acts of charity” but failing to muster
the “courage to ‘go out’ to bring Christ. To go out
always! And this with the love and tenderness of God,
with respect and patience, knowing that we offer our
hands, our feet, our heart, but then it is God who guides
them and makes fruitful our every action,” he
concluded. “I wish everyone to live well these days
following the Lord with courage, bearing within
ourselves a ray of His love to those we encounter.”

Kimberley Community Profile MAY 2013 9

Kimberley Wild

Kimberley Kitchen

Sea Snakes
By Kate Austen
Sea snakes are related to land snakes, lizards, turtles and
crocodiles. Being cold-blooded, they prefer warm tropical
waters like those off the Kimberley Coast.
There are 22 different species of sea snake found in
WA. They have a keel-shaped body and a flat, paddle-like
tail to aid them in swimming. Unlike crocodiles and
turtles, sea snakes bear live young in the water making
them completely independent of land.
As with many land snakes, sea snakes have a
venomous bite that paralyses their prey so it can be
manipulated and consumed. Some species contain venom
that is among the most potent in the animal kingdom,
however they are generally very placid. Depending on the
species, sea snakes feed on fish, fish eggs, eels, marine
worms, shrimp or crabs.
Sea snakes have to come to the surface to breathe
between foraging trips. Some species are superb divers,
reaching depths of 100 metres and capable of staying
underwater for up to 80 minutes. This behavior makes
sea snakes difficult to study, consequently very little is
known about their distribution and population status.
With few natural enemies, sea
snakes
can be quite
Photo:
K Austen
curious, and will often follow SCUBA divers - sometimes
amicably coiling around air hoses. In these cases it is wise
to be patient and let the snake lose interest and swim off as any attempt to touch the animal may startle it and lead
to a retaliatory bite.
This advice also follows for sea snakes found on the
beach. Sea snakes are sluggish and heavy on land, and
sometimes they are so exhausted when washed up they
appear dead. When encountered, it is best to contact your
local wildlife rescue service, or let the tide reclaim them,
than risk a misunderstanding between snake and wellintended rescuer!
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As part of the Project Compassion fundraising efforts in
Broome, Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral held a cake
stall following Mass one Sunday morning. The generosity
of the parishioners ensured that the fundraiser was a
success. Nicola Kalmar of Broome, who also regularly
contributes to the Kimberley Community Profile with her
‘People Stories’, kindly donated a Marbled Chocolate
Cheesecake. Due to popular demand, Nicola has shared
this recipe with us.
Photo: C Pulman

Marbled Chocolate Cheesecake
Ingredients:
250g choc ripple biscuits, broken
80g butter, melted
2x250g Kraft Philadelphia cream cheese
300ml cream
1/2 cup caster sugar
1tsp vanilla extract
3 eggs
200g milk chocolate, melted
200g dark chocolate, melted

Method:
1. Preheat oven to 160°C, or 140°C fan forced. Lightly
grease a 22cm springform pan and line base with nonstick baking paper. Stand tin on an oven tray.
2. Place biscuits in a food processor and process until
roughly crushed. Add butter and process until
combined. Spread over base of prepared tin, pressing
firmly with a glass to even the surface. Refrigerate
until required. Wipe out the food processor bowl.
3. Place cream cheese, cream, sugar, vanilla and eggs in
the food processor and process until smooth. Take out
half the mixture and set aside. Add milk chocolate to
the mixture left in the food processor and process
briefly until combined.
4. Use a wire whisk to stir dark chocolate into the
remaining mixture. Pour mixtures over biscuit base,
alternating about a quarter at a time. Use a nonserrated knife to swirl the mixtures together.
5. Bake for one hour (it will be set around the edges but
still a bit wobbly in the middle). Cool in the tin, then
refrigerate overnight. Run a knife around edge of the
cheesecake before releasing sides of the tin.
mmm…. mmmm…. So delicious.

Church of The Kimberley – Heroes in Faith

Father Duncan McNab
By Bill Worth

Father Duncan McNab was a Scot,
born in the highlands, 11 May 1820.
As a cousin to St Mary MacKillop, he
heard stories from letters of life in
Australia and, even during the early
years of his studies for the priesthood,
he expressed his desire to one day
work in the Great Southern Land
among the Aboriginal people.
Ordained on 8 March 1845, it was
not until 1867 that Father McNab finally
received permission from his Bishop in
Argyllshire Scotland to migrate to
Australia. He worked initially in
Victoria, in Geelong, Portland and
Bendigo before moving north to
Queensland where he appears to have
been given some sort of mandate by
Church authorities to minister among
Indigenous people, as a type of personal
mission that ranged far and wide.
Readily aware of the plight of poor
Catholics back in Scotland, particularly
those who were land-less, he worked
zealously to better the welfare of
Aboriginal people in the northern
colony. His efforts, as strenuous and
forthright as they were, gave rise to a
growing number of enemies among the
landed gentry and the leading citizens of
the day and eventually he welcomed an
invitation from Bishop Griver to move to
Western Australia in March 1883.
After spending some time as
Chaplain to Rottnest Island
penitentiary, the missionary call
inspired Father NcNab once more
when, at the encouragement of the then
Perth Vicar General, Father Matthew
Gibney, he accepted the challenge to
begin a Mission to Aboriginal people in
the Kimberley. Eventually, in June 1885,
after some time in Derby while
forlornly waiting for the arrival of an
assistant priest, Father McNab set off
on an exploratory journey to the
Dampier Peninsula, landing at Swan
Point, north-west of Derby, in Bardi
country. He had just turned 65 years
of age.
He had no formal training for this
mission, no understanding of the local
languages, and no real plan for what

came next. But the experience of his
work in Queensland assisted him to
appreciate the enormity of what lay
before him and diminished the culture
shock that inevitably accompanied such
an apostolate in a remote location. He
steadfastly held on to the hope that
others would come after him to rescue
his work among the peninsula
inhabitants and thereafter improve
upon it.
He travelled extensively in the area,
observing and mixing with local people.
When he met a young Aboriginal man
called ‘Knife’, who had been working
on the pearling luggers and could speak
English, and who was willing to act as
an interpreter, the first resident priest
in the Kimberley was suddenly able to
communicate with the people of his
vast parish. To this end he began to
write a dictionary of the Bardi language.
In December 1885, together with Knife,
he established himself at Goodenough
Bay, among the Nimanboor people,
seventy kilometres south of Swan Point.
This site was closer to Derby and a
more central location for the work of
his apostolate.
In April 1886, his long awaited
assistant arrived, Father William Treacy.
Together the three man team built a
bush-timber Church, a rough hewn
residence, a bower shelter out of
spinifex and they established a garden
to grow whatever they could. The Mass,
their daily prayers and devotions, and
their determination to be faithful to
their vocations sustained them in a
harsh wet-season environment. Local
Aboriginal family groups visited and
brought gifts of fish and bush foods,
and listened to the missionaries speak
of this son of God, Jesus, whose word is
“Spirit and life.” The seeds of faith were
thus first scattered on Kimberley soil.
Five months later, while in Derby
collecting supplies, Father McNab heard
stories of the gold rush in Halls Creek
and reports that many miners were
dying in the harsh conditions without
the benefit of the Sacraments.
Accompanied by Knife, he immediately

set off on the eight hundred kilometre
journey determined to assist however
he could. He prayed for the sick, said
Mass for the faithful, gave the Last Rites
to the dying and presided over their
burials. He baptised and counseled and
in many instances consoled a vast
number of those desperate men who
had lost companions during their quest
for riches.
On his return to the mission, and
suffering fatigue and a grave illness
himself, Father McNab discovered that
Father Treacy had been taken south to
Perth after a bout of severe malarial
fever. Bush fires had destroyed the
buildings and the garden was in ruins.
Feeling the effects of his debilitating
sickness and overcome with tribulation
Father McNab left the Kimberley by
ship for the Northern Territory where
he rested and recuperated.
Eventually, this most generous
crusader for the rights of Aboriginal
people, whose very life personified the
idea of dogged determination, found
his way back to Melbourne Victoria and
stayed with the Jesuits in Richmond.
He died in 1896.
For some, his mission in the
Kimberley was a failure. He converted
no-one, baptised some on their deathbed and left a mission in ruins. Yet
stories of him remained; stories of
kindness, sincerity and trust. He had
sown the seeds of certainty that the
word that he proclaimed was Good
News in difficult times. It was upon
this foundation that others were able
to build.
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People Stories

Erica Bernard
Taking responsibility for organising a
large brood of youngsters from all over
the Kimberley to travel on an
extraordinary spiritual adventure, is a
task most of us would find daunting.
But with a little bit of power and
prayer from above, Kimberley World
Youth Day Coordinator, Erica Bernard,
has led many young locals to experience
an opportunity of a lifetime.
A devout parishioner and Youth
Coordinator of the Catholic Diocese of
Broome, Erica Bernard considers herself
a blessed woman.
Born and bred in Broome, Erica
found strong role models in her mother
and grandmother. Her family members,
who are devout Catholics, have also
been her guides. Erica was baptised at
Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral and
attended St Mary’s Primary School.
During her childhood, Erica was
taught by the Loreto Sisters and the
Sisters of St John of God. She said the
importance of education and religion,
where Jesus and Our Lady were the
centre of everything, led to her calling.
“I have always been passionate about
education,” she said.
“From an Aboriginal perspective,
education is very important for our next
generation.”
As the School Community Consultant
for the Broome Catholic Education
Office, Erica has forged close
relationships with schools and
Kimberley communities, which enabled
her to recognise the significant role the
church plays in society.
“There are so many instances where
everyday life reflects the teaching of
Jesus and when we should turn to God
in prayer to pray for ourselves and one
another,” she said.
“I realised how connected our
schools, communities and parishes were
in regards to nurturing and supporting
our kids in the Kimberley.”

By Nicola Kalmar
Her role naturally led to Bishop
Christopher Saunders appointing her as
the Kimberley World Youth Day
Coordinator in 2006. She has since
worked in the Diocesan Office
supporting her people and the Bishop.
Since it was initiated in 1985 by Pope
John Paul II, World Youth Day has
attracted hundreds of thousands of
youth from around the world, inviting
them to take part in a pilgrimage every
three years to celebrate and learn about
their faith.
This year, young people from around
the world will meet newly-appointed
Pope Francis in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
However, young Kimberley people
will stay on home ground and embark
on a pilgrimage to the Scared Heart of
the Kimberley - a walk up the coast
from the boundaries of the Djaba Djaba
country, through to Nyul Nyul country
ending with a youth festival where
pilgrims will come together in prayer
and share their talents and stories.
As Coordinator, Erica said she
continues to find support from powerful
words of the late Pope John Paul II to
Aboriginal people.
“It was important because the address
he gave in Alice Springs in 1986 was
very powerful and to know that the
church has recognised our mob and our
culture and all the things that happened
to us.”
Over the years, Erica said she had
witnessed the power of faith from
people of all walks of life, including the
unity of community members during
the arrival of the sacred Icon and the
WYD Cross in the Broome Diocese in
2008.
“People had the opportunity to walk
with this cross through the community.
In places we would see families in
conflict with one another would be
walking side by side carrying this
wooden cross.”

In today’s society, where pain and
grief is rife, Erica said her hope was for
young people to find healing through
the Pilgrimage to the Scared Heart.
“I hope it will heal our young people
of all the pain, grief and uncertainty
they feel and that they pray for
themselves, each other and their
families and communities.”
Erica said it would also be an
opportunity for self-examination and
reflection.
“There are many times that I doubt
myself in living how God wants me to
live, but through prayer, going to church
praying with others, talking to my
parish priests, helping others, listening
to the Word and homilies,
understanding and living out my
sacraments, I know He is always there
for me and for whoever I pray,” she
said.
“I know this because I am blessed
with a beautiful family and many

beautiful friends.”

Photo: N Kalmar

Pope Francis has chosen the motto”Miserando atque eligendo”, meaning lowly but
chosen; literally in Latin ‘by having mercy, by choosing him’.
The motto is one the Pope had already chosen as Bishop. It is taken from the homilies of
the Venerable Bede on Saint Matthew’s Gospel relating to his vocation: “Jesus saw the
tax collector and by having mercy chose him as an Apostle saying to him : Follow me.”
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Easter

Across the Kimberley

Photo: A Rohr

Gemma Chaquebor (L) teaches palm weaving to
Dikcoda Sampi. Photo: S Carrabs

As part of the preparations for Palm
Sunday at Christ the King School,
Peninsular Parish, grandparents
were invited to the school to teach
students the traditional method of
weaving palms. The students enjoy
being taught by their elders and
this working together made Palm
Sunday a special time for families.

At Sacred Heart School, Beagle Bay,
students, teachers and the
community marked the passage of
Holy Week with a re-enactment of
the Easter Story from the gospels.
Each day of the week a class took
responsibility for the dramatic
presentation of the gospels. Tuesday
it was Year 3 and 4 students who
re-enacted the Last Supper.

Student Marzanne Churchill as Mary, holds the cross,
venerated by community member Gabrielle Nodea.
Photo: R Franco

Photo: J Clift

On Palm Sunday at Our Lady of the
Assumption Church in Kalumburu,
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on that
first Palm Sunday was re-enacted
when Parish Priest Fr Nicholas
Kipkemboi led the congregation
through the community.

During the Chrism Mass celebrated at
Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral,
Broome on Wednesday 20 March 2013,
Bishop Saunders blessed the Holy Oils
to be used by all the parishes of the
Diocese throughout this year. Natalie
Neesham presented the Oil of the Sick
to Bishop Saunders.

Photo: P Scerri

Easter is a very special time of
celebration for the parishioners of
La-Grange Bidyandanga Parish and
they eagerly prepared the Church
for the celebration of Christ’s
Resurrection. (L-R), parishioner
Rosie Munro, Parish Priest Fr
Benny Calanza and volunteer
Valerie Prigg.

Ngalangangpum School in Warmun
began Holy Week with a re-enactment
of the events of Palm Sunday. A
donkey was unavailable … but an ever
trustful camp dog stepped up to the
role in style. Similarly, Holy Thursday
and Good Friday were led by the
school children through mime, song,
prayer, chants, scripture and rituals.
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Notre Dame KIMBERLEY
Five Minutes with Michelle
Matthew Hill, Campus Minister, caught
up very briefly with Michelle
Hamaguchi before a busy teaching day
at St Mary’s College Broome where she
is a Year 3 teacher. Michelle recently
completed her studies in the Bachelor
of Education at the University of Notre
Dame Broome Campus.
Matt: Hi Michelle. Thanks for speaking
with me today.
Michelle: That’s fine.
Matt: So you’re a Broome girl?
Michelle: Yes – Born and bred!
Matt: Which family are you from?
Michelle: My immediate family are the
Gregory’s and I’ve married into the
Hamaguchi family.
Matt: Another well known Broome
family!
Michelle: Yep!

Matt: So Michelle, growing up in
Broome and passing through the local
education system what were some of
the challenges that you faced?
Michelle: Well I was very sport minded
and there were not many opportunities
for me to play the sports that I loved. In
regards to education, I was very lucky
that I had a very good Year 2 teacher
who understood that Aboriginal English
was a language in its own right so she
actually helped me to improve my
standard Australian English and how to
do the work that was required.
Matt: So you could say that Year 2 was a
pivotal moment in your education
thanks in part to this particular teacher?
Michelle – I believe so – her name was
Joyce White and I understand that she
worked with Joyce Hudson developing
First Steps. (1)

By Matthew Hill
Matt: Do you think this experience was
inspirational for you to become a
teacher yourself?
Michelle: In a way it did. I’ve seen a lot
of teachers come to Broome and they
stay and do their term and then they are
off again to a new life. I thought that
Aboriginal children especially needed
consistency and this just inspired me to
become a teacher because I will be a
consistent person in the community.
Being a Teaching Assistant has also
inspired me because I could see where
our kids were struggling and where we
needed to really help them out.
Matt: In regards to your time studying
at Notre Dame, did the Bachelor of
Education prepare you for the teaching
role you are now in?
Michelle: The practical side of things
was excellent; the theory was something
that I personally needed more help with
just because the academic language was
such a big barrier. In regards to the
theory itself there is the University talk
and then when you get out here it’s a
whole lot different because you have
these University things in your mind
about how things should be done, and
the language attached to it, but in the
real world it’s different. But University
has helped in many ways; I had a lot of
support from Notre Dame particularly
in the tutoring that was available.
Matt: So how are things going so far
this year in your new teaching role?
Michelle: Well I can’t say much! I can’t
really say how I am going but others
have told me that I am going fine and I
love having the relationship with the
children that I have.

Michelle Hamaguchi with a couple of students from her Year 3 group. Photo: M Hill

(1) First Steps is an early years’ literacy
program that has been successful in student
groups where non-standard English is the first
language.

WANTED: Volunteer Workers KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered.
For further details and an application form
please contact the co-ordinator:
Phone: 08 9192 1060
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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st John of God Sisters Heritage Centre

When the Queen Came ... 1963
To the students of St Mary’s School
it was probably just another art lesson
– ‘Paint a picture for the Queen –
something that tells her what Broome
means to you’. They could never have
imagined that 50 years later their
paintings would form an exhibition
for all to see.
The visit by Queen Elizabeth and
Prince Philip was a major event for
the small remote town of Broome. As
for all Royal visits, the town had a
makeover and on 22 March 1963 the
excitement in the air was palpable.
Elizabeth Durack tells us how it felt
through this quote from a letter she
wrote to her family describing the
morning of the Queen’s arrival. It was
a lovely morning. A breeze from the west
came in early and the sky was full of
puffs of mauve cloud. Some days this
month have been real panters - but not
yesterday. The air was quite light. There
was a sort of hush in it. This was
probably because the bulldozers, graders
etc were silent for the first time in
months. A few cars were ‘wizzing’
around containing busy last minuters
not yet ‘dressed’.*
The paintings by St Mary’s students
were displayed in the Roads Board
Hall ready for the Queen to view
them.
Now in 2013, the artists, their
families and the general public will be

able to see the paintings because of
the foresight of artist Elizabeth
Durack who took custody of the
paintings and stored them. Later the
Sisters of St John of God provided a
museum quality archival repository at
the Heritage Centre, Broome where
the paintings have been held since
Perpetua Durack found them among
her mother’s treasures.
The paintings evoke many
memories for those who participated
in that short visit. People travelled to
Broome to see the Queen, even

though it was during the wet season
which was the worst time to travel as
roads were not sealed. Some tell the
story of the trip from Beagle Bay with
Sr Madeleine when the truck got
bogged. Those from Derby told
similar stories as they recalled trying
to cross the flooded Fitzroy River.
We are reminded of the social
attitudes of that time – the divide
which existed between the ‘black’s
convent school’ and the ‘white state
school’ and the excited little girl
chosen to open the car door for the
Queen only to be told two days before
the event that she could not do it
because her mother was not married.
*used with permission of Perpetua Durack

View the exhibition 13 June to 27
July in the Bernardine Room, Old
Convent Campus, 9 Barker St,
Broome. Open Mon to Fri 9am to 1
pm, Sat 10am to 1pm and also by
appointment. Enquiries 08 9192 3950 or
admin@ssjgheritagebroome.com.au

Sections of the Broome community outside waiting
for a glimpse of the Queen.
Photos courtesy SSJG Heritage Centre - used with
permission of the Masuda family.
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Warmun Retreat Centre
‘You have renewed in us an awareness
of how rich a tradition we have and
introduced us to other possibilities’,
was a comment from one of the
participants at the reflection day held at
the Warmun Retreat Centre

(Mirrilingki). The Centre provided an
ideal environment for the group who
gathered for prayer and reflection. The
day was led by Sr Christine O’Connor
RSJ. She presented a variety of prayer
experiences that enabled the
participants to discover a style that
suited them or were encouraged to try
other ways like the labyrinth walk
(beautifully cut into the grass by the
hall), journaling, a walking meditation,
Lectio Divina and the drawing of a
mandala. There were times for silence
and sharing which were enriching,
nourishing and healing. People from
Wyndham, Kununurra, Warmun, Halls
Creek and Balgo made the journey and
were not disappointed though they
travelled long distances.

TOP: (L-R) Sr Kathleen
McSweeney RSJ and Ellen
Williamson.
Photo: Sr A Cabassi RSJ

Photo: Sr A Cabassi RSJ

When a large group of Kija people
gathered at the Warmun Retreat
Centre, Prem Meli, the manager
(second from left), was there to offer
a nourishing meal and refreshment.
Among those who benefited from
the top class hospitality were (from
left) Helen Clifton, Lena Nyadby, and
Morris Peters.

RIGHT: The labyrinth walk.
Photo: G Sagar

Garnduwa Sports Foundation
Residents of Warmun and Wyndham
recently participated in a Basketball
Referee Course delivered by Garnduwa
Sports Foundation’s Broome Regional
Manager Mick Albert.
The course was very well attended with
both Warmun and Wyndham aiming to

Mike (L) steals the ball away from his
defending opponent.
Photo: M Albert
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Fitzroy was the place to be on the
weekend of 15-17 March with 35 girls
aged between 12 and 17 participating in
the Garnduwa Remote Communities
Netball Development Camp.
Clint Bussey and his team from
Nindilingarri Health delivered nutrition
information and healthy tucker ideas to
the girls. They then participated in a
range of fitness testing and skill based
activities centred around attacking,
defending, shooting and footwork.
The camp has generated a lot of
interest in Netball among the different
communities and ideas of future
camps and competitions are already
being discussed.

hold a structured Basketball Competition
in their communities in the coming
weeks.
The course ensured the residents of
the two communities were equipped to
confidently umpire games throughout
the competition.

Girls at the Netball Camp participating in a team
building and communication activity before taking
to the court. Photo: L Allen

Obituary
Born: 15 December 1936
Entered Eternal Life:
31 March 2013

Ernest Francis Bridge was a true
Kimberley man. He was born
on an East Kimberley station,
the son of Ernest Kimberley
Bridge (born in 1899 in Halls
Creek) and Sarah Parnell, a Gidja
lady from Alice Downs. His name
is the first entry in the Balgo
Baptismal Register, the result of a
visit by a passing German Pallottine
missionary.
He was raised, most happily, in all
aspects of the pastoral industry where he
mustered cattle and did general station work. He often
recounted that his fondest memories were those of
working alongside his father, in the great outdoors, living
the life of a Kimberley ringer.
He later spent many years serving the community in
public life; firstly as a local government Councilor from
1962 -1979 including a significant time as the Shire
President of Halls Creek. He was only twenty-six when
elected to the Shire and immediately showed promise as a
leader and a man of ability. He won the State seat of
Kimberley for the Labor Party in 1980 and retained the
seat until his retirement from the State Legislature twentyone years later. For reasons of his own, from 1996 and
until he stood down at the election in 2001, Ernie sat on
the cross benches as an Independent.
Mr Bridge will be remembered fondly in his home
region of the Kimberley. However, he will also be admired
for his achievements by people all over the State and
indeed all over the nation. He was the first Indigenous
person to be a Cabinet Minister in any government in
Australia holding the portfolios of Minister for Water
Resources, the North-West and Aboriginal Affairs. At one
stage during his career he became Minister for Small
Business and later Agriculture. He was also a founding
member of the Aboriginal Lands Trust and in 1997
established the Unity of First People of Australia, a
benevolent organization dedicated to achieving positive
outcomes, including employment, for Aboriginal people in
the area of education, law and health.
At one stage Ernie became very involved with the matter
of water capture and redistribution, suggesting that a dam
on the Fitzroy would enable water to be readily channeled
to the parched regions of the south, notably Perth. While

this project did not endear him to
certain conservationists he remained
keen on it as he felt the need for
the bulk of the population in the
State for whom water supply had
become a critical matter. His
vision of water redistribution
grew as he proposed turning
Queensland rivers inland so as to
supply some of Australia’s major
cities whose diminishing rainfall
was at times grossly inadequate in
the face of a growing demand.
A
P
UF
Ernie Bridge later turned his attention
o:
t
o
Ph
to particular Aboriginal health issues and
devised a program aimed at assisting people
suffering from diabetes. This disease is present in
communities and towns across the Kimberley and has
been described as being of epidemic proportions. Ernie’s
dedication to the task of providing nutritional education,
behaviour modification strategies and support for those
who were diabetics, and those exposed to the potential to
become diabetics, was outstanding. He gathered support
from all quarters including funding from Caritas, the
developmental arm of the Catholic Church in Australia.
Those he and his program cared for were always grateful
for the assistance given and for the care expressed by Ernie
and his co-workers. A remarkable aspect of all that he did
in his life of service for others was his obvious sense of
humility. Never did he trumpet his achievements to merely
impress others or heap praise on himself for personal
gain. His was a tireless service that attempted to better the
lives of those who needed to be uplifted. His sole reward
was the knowledge that someone was better off because of
his efforts. One notable Indigenous leader, on hearing of
the death of Ernie Bridge, made the comment that “other
Aboriginal leaders and other politicians would do well to
take a leaf out of his book when it came to balancing being
a high achiever and being truly humble at the same time.”
Much, much more might be said about Ernest Francis
Bridge – about his musical ability, about his triumph over
racism and discrimination, about his staunch work ethic,
about his caring for friends, about his loyalty to family and
his love for his wife Mavis (deceased) and for their four
children. However, whatever is said would be inadequate
as a description or as an expression of gratitude for a true
Kimberley man.
May he rest in peace.

“Our hope as Christians is strong, secure, solid in this land, where God has called us to walk, and is open to
eternity, because it is founded on God, who is always faithful. We must not forget: God is faithful.”
• Pope Francis
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parish News
Broome

Derby

Pictured here at the Baptism of Richard Sam Male at Our
Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome on 16 March 2013
is (L-R) Desiree Male, Michael Chapman, Shane Male holding
baby Richard, Kimberley Male, Magda Male and Sylvia
Ducarova.

(L-R) Frank’s children Cindy Solonec, Pepita Pregelj and Frank Rodriguez Jnr,
pictured with the plaque. Photo: K Gibson

Photo: S Walsh

Dampier Peninsular

On the first anniversary of his death, Frank Rodriguez, builder
and pastoralist was remembered with the unveiling of a plaque
in his honour at Holy Rosary Church in Derby by Monsignor
Paul Boyers.
The builder of the first official Catholic Church in Derby,
Frank was also involved with other projects throughout his
working life in the Derby, Broome and Kalumburu parishes.
Witnessing the unveiling of the plaque were close family
and friends followed by a delightful gathering at the home of
his niece Shirley Rickerby and her husband Graeme.
Ringer Soak

Photo: S McAlpine

As family watched on, Aaron Sampi from Sacred Heart
School in Beagle Bay was baptised by Father Hilary Rotich at
Sacred Heart Church.
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Photo: Sr A Cabassi RSJ

Recently Sr Alma
Cabassi RSJ and Fr
Frank Birrell of
Kununurra flew out to
Ringer Soak, south of
Halls Creek, for the
celebration of Mass at
the Community.
As Mass progressed,
Fr Frank looked behind
him and saw dogs
sitting or lying down
around the statue of
Mary. One dog had even
gone to sleep at his
feet. Not a growl or
snarl was heard and Fr
Frank whispered to Sr
Alma that he felt St
Francis was looking after
the animals.

parish News

School News

Kalumburu

Balgo

Photo: J Martin
Photo: Sr A Cabassi RSJ

Women at Kalumburu took a break from the heat and the
busyness of the day by gathering in the cool “Convent Kitchen”
for some time of quiet reflection and prayer.

When as part of the Primary A class at Luurnpa Catholic School
in Balgo, learning about the letter ‘a’, the children walked to the
shop and purchased items to make Apple Crumble. Back at
school they cooked, and then ate, a delicious apple crumble with
ice cream. Pictured here from left are Hilton, Latifah, Madelaine,
Vickisha and Charlotte eating their apple crumble.
Broome

(L-R) Nicola Kalmar with students Clarissa Churchill, Antonia Wilson and Mareekah
Sesar. Photo: J Cambridge

St Mary’s College students who live at Broome Residential
College helped out by serving lunches at Fr McMahon Place on
Sundays during Lent.
Mulan

Kalumburu Mission Volunteers Paul Goldby and Annie Fitzsimmons under the banner
promoting the event. Photo: J Clift

As part of the Project Compassion fundraising efforts at Our
Lady of the Assumption Parish in Kalumburu, the volunteers at
Kalumburu Mission organised a Fete Day for the community.
With lots of games and food, it was a fundraising success.
Deswan Penn as Jesus on the cross.
Photo: C Morgan

Holy Week at John PujajangkaPiyirn School, Mulan was a
wonderful experience. On
Monday the Middle Class
organised a Palm Sunday
Liturgy, on Tuesday the Junior
Class dramatised the story of
the Washing of the Feet and
the Last Supper. Come
Wednesday the Seniors helped
act out the Agony in the
Garden, the Betrayal of Jesus,
the Arrest of Jesus and the
Crucifixion.
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School News
Wyndham

Kununurra
St Joseph’s School,
Kununurra had a
range of
celebrations
surrounding Holy
Week. This included
a fun morning for
the students to
make and then
display their crafty
Easter hats.

At St Joseph’s Primary School Wyndham parents, families and
community members came together on Holy Thursday to watch
the students of St Joseph’s perform plays and sing songs to
recognise the significant events that have happened during this
Holy Week. Students performed items such as the Last Supper,
Stations of the Cross, New Life and Hosanna.

JoJo McCale proudly
displaying her Easter
hat. Photo: N O’Dea

Gibb River

Photo: S Davey

Derby

(L-R) Ebony Side, Desiree White, Krishenda White, Dean Wungundin and Luke Side.
Photo: D Side

On Subiaco Oval in Perth, the students of Wanalirri Catholic
School, Gibb River, were given the opportunity to play for Carlton
against the West Coast Eagles. It was a night to remember with
each student showing their Kimberley skills to the huge West
Australian crowd.

25 Robinson St, Broome WA 6725
centamanager@westnet.com.au

08 9192 2293
Offering Services
•
•
•
•

Homeless Housing Support Outreach
Mental Illness Homeless Housing Support
Assistance with food, clothing and other personal needs
Return to Country travel

BREAKFAST is provided at

Photo: R Palladino

On Holy Thursday at Holy Rosary School in Derby, all students
gathered together to re-enact the Stations of the Cross. This
important religious event reminds us all of the suffering that
Jesus endured for all of our sins. Students from Years 1 to 7 were
involved in the activity by displaying art work or performing a
short play which explained Jesus’ actions and what happened to
Him on Good Friday.
Red Hill
At Warlawurru
Catholic School,
Red Hill student
Shaylene
Umbulgurri and
School Principal
Dean Savoia enjoy
a book together.

Fr McMahon Place on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday 8.00am-9.30am
Photo: B Lawlor
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Parish/Mass Centres

WORLD YOUTH DAY 23–28 July 2013 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

BROOME

Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times:
Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA

Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times:
Balgo: Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
Billiluna: Sunday 4.00pm
Mulan: Sunday 10.00am

Yesteryear

Images from our past

DAMPIER PENINSULA

Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hillary Rotich
Mass times:
Beagle Bay: Saturday 5.00pm Vigil
			
Sunday 8.00am
Lombadina: Sunday 8.30am

DERBY 		

Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
Derby: Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
		
Sunday 9.00am
Fitzroy Crossing 5.30pm 2nd & 4th
		
Sunday of month

A tiny baby in the arms of godparent Nellie Dann, in Sacred Heart Church Beagle Bay in
1960, is baptised by Fr Brian Murray sac. Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives

HALLS CREEK

Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com
Mass times:
Sunday 8.30am

KALUMBURU

Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Nicholas Kipkemboi
Mass times:
Saturday 5.30pm Vigil
Sunday 7.00am

KUNUNURRA

Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times:
Kununurra: Sunday 8.30am
Wyndham: Sunday 5.00pm
Warmun: Monday 5.00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA
Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Benny Calanza
Mass times:
Sunday 9.00am

WYNDHAM

Refer Kununurra Parish

Prayer Time

Angelus
V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
Hail Mary, full of grace,
The Lord is with Thee;
Blessed art thou among women,
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen
V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R. Be it done unto me according to thy word.
Hail Mary, etc.
V. And the Word was made Flesh.
R. And dwelt among us.
Hail Mary, etc.
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the
promises of Christ.

LET US PRAY
Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy
grace into our hearts, that we to whom the
Incarnation of Christ Thy Son was made
known by the message of an angel, may by
His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory
of His Resurrection. Through the same Christ
Our Lord. Amen.
V. May the Divine Assistance remain always
with us.
R. And the souls of the faithful departed
though the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.
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ABOVE: Bishop Christopher Saunders was at Wanalirri Catholic School in Gibb
River to celebrate Mass and Easter with the Gibb River Mob. Bishop Saunders
is pictured here with young Travis and Yvonne Burgu. Photo: D Side
ABOVE: In the community of Kalumburu, Kimberley Catholic
Volunteer Clifford Nguyen (front) from Melbourne enjoyed the
opportunity to show off his catch to long serving Lay Missionary
Michael Keane. Photo: A Clift

ABOVE: The children of La-Grange-Bidyadanga Parish were all
smiles on Easter Sunday when they enjoyed an easter egg after
Mass. Photo: Fr B Calanza

ABOVE: From left, Steven Djargween, Otto Djargween, Joanne
Djargween, Raymond Djargween, little Dorothy Djargween (front)
are pictured at One Arm Point, before initiation time. Photo: CAS

RIGHT: During Holy Week at St Mary’s College
Broome, Drama and Dance students held an
Easter Reflection. Photo: S Malak
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