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COVER: In the days leading 
up to the Back to Beagle Bay 
Pilgrimage, a group of 25 
walkers, travelled 72km from 
Carnot Bay to Beagle Bay to 
join up with the other Pilgrims. 
They are pictured here walking 
along the coast line near 
Beagle Bay. (Photo: M Nyman)

Janice Grimson Retires
Janice Grimson, Personal Assistant to Bishop 
Christopher Saunders, has retired from work 
after ten years assisting the Bishop and the 
Diocese of Broome. During that time, the Bishop 
noted in his address to a gathering held in her 
honour, “she has made a superb contribution to 
the life of the Church in the Kimberley. Her 
dedication and generosity towards people is 
acknowledged and appreciated by a host of those 
that she has interacted with over the years. She 
has brought order and substance to the office of 
Secretary and to the workings of the Chancery 
and to the way we have communicated with 
people throughout the Kimberley.” The Bishop 
praised her ability and dedication to hard work 
that has established the Diocesan magazine The 
Kimberley Community Profile as a respectable 
publication that has won many awards over the 
years mainly due to her application and 
leadership regarding the production of 
that journal.

“In addition to the above,” he said “Janice has 
played host to crowds of visitors to the Bishop 
and the Diocese over the years, preparing rooms 
and cleaning rooms and generally making them 
feel at home. She has worked with the 
Immigration Department attaining Visas for 
priests and students for the Diocese. That is a 
challenging task and like so many other difficult 
assignments given to her she has been faithful, 
always, to the responsibility given her.” The 
Bishop went on to say that personally speaking 
he would miss Janice as he has always 
appreciated her loyalty. “The other side of loyalty 
is humility and Janice is a most humble person 
who seeks no reward other than to serve God and 
the Church. Her kindness there is without 
bounds. That is what has made her so special and 
such a gift to the Diocese. I wish her well in 
retirement and pray for Gods continued blessings 
upon her.”

He who walks with the wise 
will gain wisdom

- Proverbs 13:20

From left, Richelle Brown, Claude Mowjarli and Jack MacAle 
provide truly helpful guided tours through Tunnel Creek to a 
host of tourists that travel Leopold Downs Road between the 
Gibb River Road and the Great Northern Highway. Also 
accessed on that track is Windjana Gorge, an outstanding entry 
into the 600 million year old exposed Devonian Limestone reef.

The area was home to Jandamarra, a Bunaba Aboriginal 
leader of an uprising against settlers and police in the 1890s. A 
hero to Bunuba people, he was shot in a gun fight with police.

Tunnel Creek Tour Guides
Janice Grimson with Bishop Saunders display her gift of a painting by Ranges Country artist Julie Wungardin. (Photo: A Rohr)

Photo: CAS
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The Pilgrimage to the Sacred Heart of the 
Kimberley, the Back to Beagle Bay 
experience, has been an opportunity for 
the Diocese to come together in prayer, 
celebrating our communion as the 
Church of the Kimberley, with every 
parish represented at the gathering and 
all of us praying not only for those 
present at the gathering, but also for 
those in other places.

Finding ways to pray together is 
important. Over the last two years 
particularly, I have been very keen to 
impress at various meetings that every 
parish and school needs to become 
familiar with the Aboriginal Our Father, 
the Lord’s Prayer. Since every Parish 
includes a significant number of 
Aboriginal people, the singing of the 
Aboriginal Our Father takes on an extra 
importance for us all as Church. It is one 
prayer at least that all cultures found 
within the Diocese may easily share and in 
so doing recognize the proper place of the 
Indigenous peoples as the First Peoples of 
this land, as rightful custodians. I believe it 
is essential that we continue to commit 
ourselves in our Church to reconciliation 
between peoples. I believe further that the 
use of this prayer at meetings, gatherings, 
prayer times and school assemblies is one 
sure way to assist that commitment in 
hope comes to fruition.  

There is a certain power in praying 
together; the sum total of us in a union of 

worshipful prayer has an effect in our lives 
that is memorable and remarkable. The 
experience of the Pilgrimage has afforded 
such a moment for all participants. The 
walkers, for instance, who travelled the 72 
kilometres to the famous Peninsula 
Church, the cradle of the faith in the 
Kimberley, shared prayer along the way, 
celebrated Mass and joined in that 
wonderful devotion of the rosary. All the 
pilgrims at Beagle Bay gathered at the toll 
of the bells for the Angelus that welcomed 
them and announced the beginning of 
our celebration of Jesus Christ, The Word 
Who Became Flesh and Dwelt Among 
Us. In the evening we shared the 
Reconciliation service that brought us the 
grace of mercy and forgiveness in the 
words of absolution. At the Sunday Mass 
we held a healing service and the 
Sacrament of the Sick was administered 
to many people. Such a gathering in that 
highest form of prayer, the Mass, is a 
highlight in our lives more easily 
experienced than defined. We did so 
much together in prayerful communion.

There is another form of prayer that I 
hope has been encouraged by our 
Pilgrimage experience: meditative or 
contemplative prayer. The importance of 
it was mentioned several times. It is 
valuable time spent alone with the Lord. 
Such prayerful experience stands in stark 
contrast to a noisy world that is fearful of 
silence. When you think of it, there is 

barely a place or a time in our lives, when 
noise and activity do not dominate our 
living space. 

The purpose of the Pilgrimage was to 
pay due homage to God and to give 
thanks for the gift of faith, first made 
present at Beagle Bay when the Word was 
proclaimed and then dwelt among us. 
Hopefully our Pilgrimage enabled some 
pilgrims to place themselves in a rightful 
relationship with God and neighbour. It 
was also a moment to encourage us to 
develop habits of prayer that were on the 
one hand communal and on the other 
contemplative.

Without a doubt, this occasion has 
encouraged us to realize that we are a 
Pilgrim people. And our journey in faith 
celebrated in the beautiful country of the 
Djaba Djaba and Nyul Nyul peoples 
extends beyond that country to the 
journey of a lifetime where a living faith 
is nothing less than a way of life. Let that 
be our prayer.

Viewpoint

The Pilgrimage to  
the Sacred Heart of  
the Kimberley
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Treat strangers well 
and welcome them
In early July, shortly after Kevin Rudd replaced Julia Gillard as 
Prime Minister, the national discussion about asylum seekers 
seemed to take a new turn. In interviews on radio and television, 
Foreign Minister Bob Carr claimed that there had been a marked 
change in the kinds of people who had been arriving by boat to 
seek asylum. Now, he said, they are predominantly ‘economic 
migrants’ who have no real basis for claiming to be refugees. 
They do not face persecution or danger because of race, religion, 
social grouping or political opinion, which is what the UN 
Refugee Convention requires.

In fact, our system of independent tribunals find that very 
large percentages of asylum seekers do establish their claims to 
be refugees, but when this was pointed out, Senator Carr’s 
response implied that there is something wrong with the tribunal 
system.

Available figures seem to cast doubt on Senator Carr’s claims. 
Former senior public servant and business leader John Menadue 
quoted the latest figures from the Immigration Department 
showing that 90 per cent of asylum seekers arriving by boat were 
found to be genuine refugees – but less than half of those 
arriving by air are successful in their applications. Are the 
tribunals applying different standards to boat and plane arrivals? 
That seems hard to believe.

Peter Mares, of the Swinburne Institute for Social Research, 
shows that the rate of success among those applying for asylum 
in Australia is very close to that around the world. There are a few 
differences, but overall 39 per cent of applicants for protection are 
successful in Australia, and worldwide the success rate is 38 per 
cent. People from Iran and Iraq applying for protection succeed 
at about the same rate in Australia as elsewhere in the world. 

Senator Carr, like many others on both sides of politics, also 
points out that the people who make it to Australia (whether by 
boat or by air) are the ones who can afford to come. Often they 
have paid ruthless criminals – people smugglers – to get here. 
That is an uncomfortable truth. The poorest asylum seekers are 
condemned to life in camps in places like Pakistan, Africa and 
the Middle East. But being middle-class is no insurance against 
being persecuted or in mortal danger. We can help the poorest 
refugees by doing what the government proposed some time ago: 
raising our humanitarian intake. 

Australia’s Catholic bishops have issued a document setting 
out some issues that Catholics should consider when deciding 
how to vote in the coming election. On the subject of refugees 
they say:

‘We are called to treat strangers well and to welcome them. 
All asylum seekers, regardless of how they arrive in Australia, 
should have their claims processed in Australia according to 
international conventions and as speedily as possible.’

Sadly, this is a message that is becoming harder to make heard 
in the strident forum that Australian politics have become.

Office of Justice, 
Ecology and Peace

By Dr David Brennan, Editing and 
Publications Officer of the Australian 
Catholic Social Justice Council

Joseph was born in a 
small Italian village 
to poor parents. 

Joseph lived an 
unhappy childhood 
and adolescence. He 
was absent-minded, 
a slow learner and 
surly. No one liked 
him and few people 
tolerated him.

He became an 
apprentice shoe-
maker, but failed to 
progress in the 
trade. Attempts to 
join the Franciscan 
Order and the 
Capuchin 
monks failed.  

Not giving up on 
Joseph though, his 
mother convinced 
her Franciscan 
brother to take him 

on as a helper in his monastery stables. Following a brief 
assignment caring for the friary mule, Joseph was accepted as a 
student for the priesthood. Though study remained very difficult for 
him, it was through a deepening prayer life that Joseph was 
subsequently ordained a Priest in 1628.

At about this time, Joseph’s demeanor also changed. A wonderful 
transformation began, at first in his prayer time. Joseph’s absent-
mindedness from his childhood, although seen as a natural 
weakness, became apparent as a wonderful gift of seeing God and 
the supernatural in everything about him. He would become lost in 
the wonder of it all. 

The realisation became so vivid, so engrossing, that he would 
spend whole days lost in its fascination, and only an order from his 
superiors could bring him back to earth. In the midst of these 
experiences Joseph would rise from the ground, and move about in 
the air. 

Joseph’s tendency to levitate during prayer was sometimes a 
cross; some people came to see this much as they might have gone 
to a circus sideshow. Joseph’s gift led him to be humble, patient and 
obedient.

Joseph died on the 18 September 1663.
To this day, St Joseph of Cupertino is one of those saints the 

Church does not know what to do with. What are we to make of a 
priest who according to reliable eyewitnesses levitated and “flew” (or 
at least was propelled by some invisible power) through the air on at 
least 70 occasions over the course of 17 years?

What we can take from the life of this saint is the understanding 
that to be holy or close to God, we do not need people to praise us 
for our talents and abilities, but to know that they are a free gift 
from God.

St Joseph 
of Cupertino

Saint News

feast day: 18 September. 
Patron of Aviators, Flying and Studying.
Born: 1603 
Died: 1663
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Briefly Speaking

New Kids on the Block

Photo: A Rohr Photo: J Clift Photo: A Rohr

Fr John Greig, Vice rector at 
the Seminary of the Good 
Shepherd in Sydney, was in 
broome recently on sabbatical 
leave. While in broome fr John 
con-celebrated mass on 
Aboriginal Sunday at our lady 
Queen of Peace Cathedral.

Fr John Papworth SDB, a 
Salesian of Don bosco from 
Victoria, recently spent four 
weeks in the remote northern 
parish of Kalumburu. fr John 
provided mass to the 
community while Parish Priest 
fr nicholas Kipkemboi was 
visiting his home in Kenya.

Professor Lynette Henderson-
Yates, Deputy Vice Chancellor 
at the university of notre 
Dame Australia, broome 
Campus, has been appointed 
to the new position of national 
Director, indigenous teaching, 
research and reconciliation. 
lynette’s new position will be 
based on the Perth Campus.

Maryanne Van Dal, from 
Perth, has recently joined the 
staff in the Chancery office in 
broome. maryanne, who is 
bishop Saunder’s new 
Secretary, is joined in broome 
by her husband Simon and 
both of them are looking 
forward to enjoying the 
experiences of the Diocese 
and the Kimberley.

1. Mother, Tessa Dann, with child Jahleel, 
at Beagle Bay (Photo: CAS)

2. Philomena Fredericks from Kalumburu 
in the far north with Denisha (Photo: Fr 
N Kipkemboi)

3. New baby Alani James, daughter of 
Gene and Timena (Photo: T Tamwoy)

4. Baby Jensen Nulgit with mum Charlene 
in Warmun (Photo: Sr J Murphy RSJ)

5. Kalumburu mum, Melissa Martin with 
her baby Tatum Djanghara (Photo: Sr 
Alma Cabassi RSJ)

1

2
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3
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Two students from Western Australia’s 
Notre Dame University, supported by 
Caritas Australia, will clock up more than 
1,600 kilometres when they embark on a 
road trip across the South West and Mid 
West, Western Australia, to bring 
awareness to constitutional recognition of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples.

University of Notre Dame, Education 
student, Gary Bonney, who’s based in the 
Fremantle campus, and fellow Arts and 
Science student, Acacia Armstrong, will 
engage and inspire senior secondary 
students in Catholic schools on 
constitutional recognition of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples.

“I think it’s a good thing to focus on the 
issue of constitutional recognition for 
Indigenous Australians,” Gary said.

“Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples are not mentioned in the 
Constitution and their rights are not 
acknowledged.”

Gary took part in a “life-changing” trip to 
Peru in December 2012, as part of the 
University’s Experience the World program, 
in collaboration with Caritas Australia and 
the School of Arts and Sciences on the 
Fremantle campus.

He said the trip allowed him to visit 
programs run by Caritas’ partners in Peru, 
particularly communities inhabited by first 
peoples, and to see the connections 
between indigenous groups living in 
different countries.

“I admire how Caritas and its partners 
work in a holistic way at a grassroots level 
to help the most marginalised, including 
Indigenous people, to be architects of their 

own development,” Gary said.
“Our story in Australia is pretty unique. 

In comparison to many other countries we 
are in a strong position to empower and 
protect the human rights of Indigenous 
Australians, given we are politically stable 
with a strong economy and with no 
fighting or civil unrest.”

Gary said the contribution of Indigenous 
Australians to the global community should 
not be undervalued; they are custodians of 
some of the world’s most biologically 
diverse territories; are responsible for a 
great deal of the world’s cultural and 
linguistic diversity; and their traditional 
knowledge is an invaluable resource in 
many sectors, such as medicine and 
agriculture.

Caritas Kimberley

Caritas helps drive constitutional 
recognition for First Australians

Gary Bonney visiting programs run by Caritas’ partners in Peru (Photo: Caritas)

www.caritas.com.au
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2013 World 
Mission Appeal 
For this year’s World Mission Month, which is celebrated in 
October, Catholic Mission will focus on the emerging Catholic 
Church in Mongolia – the world’s youngest Catholic Church. 

After decades of struggling for their right to religious 
freedom in a communist-ruled country, the people of 
Mongolia can now hear the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Pope Francis has invited us to live out and witness our faith, 
to proclaim the Gospel to those who do not yet know the 
Lord’s Word. Bishop Wenceslao Padilla, a former missionary 
priest from the Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, and the first and only bishop of Mongolia, was already 
on this path when he arrived in Mongolia with two other 
missionary priests over twenty years ago to build the Catholic 
Church in Mongolia.

By proclaiming and sharing their faith through spiritual and 
practical outreach, including education, medical care and 
vocational skills training programs, these missionaries slowly 
built the Mongolian Catholic Church. 

In this year’s World Mission Month appeal, we invite you to 
reach out and help the Mongolian people. By following Christ, 
we can grow God’s Kingdom in their country and all around 
the world. 

Please look out for the appeal this World Mission Month!

Bishop Wenceslao Padilla with new friends (Photo: Catholic Mission)

Vatican City  
(Zenit.org) 

Pope Francis admits 
that the very idea of a 
commandment is not 
fashionable today, but 
that the Ten 
Commandments come 
from a God who wants 
what is best for us. 

"The Ten 
Commandments are a 
gift of God," the Holy 
Father said. "The word 
'commandment' is not 
fashionable; it 
reminds the man of 
today of something 

negative, the will of someone who imposes limits, who puts 
obstacles to life. [...] But the Ten Commandments come from 
a God who has created us for love, from a God who has 
forged a close alliance with humanity, a God who only wills 
the good for man."

"We must not see the Ten Commandments as limitations 
to liberty. No, they are not this, but we must see them as 
indications for liberty. They teach us to avoid the slavery to 
which the many idols reduce us that we build ourselves – we 
have experienced this so many times in history and we are 
experiencing it also today," Francis said. "They teach us to 
open ourselves to a dimension that is larger than the 
material, to live respect for persons, overcoming the avidity 
for power, for possession, for money and to be honest and 
sincere in our relations, to protect the whole of creation and 
to nourish in our planet, lofty, noble and spiritual ideals. To 
follow the Ten Commandments means to be faithful to 
ourselves, to our more authentic nature, and to walk towards 
the genuine liberty that Christ taught in the Beatitudes."

The Pontiff spoke of Jesus' fulfillment of the 
Commandments with the Beatitudes, noting that the heart of 
the Decalogue is "the Love that comes from God and that 
gives meaning to life, love that makes us live not as slaves 
but as true sons, love that animates all our relations: with 
God, with ourselves – we often forget this – and with others."

"True liberty," he said, "is not to follow our egoism, our 
blind passions, but to love, to choose what is good in every 
situation. The Ten Commandments are not a hymn to 'no,' 
but to 'yes.' A 'yes' to God, a 'yes' to Love, and because I say 
'yes' to Love, I say 'no' to non-Love, but the 'no' is a 
consequence of that 'yes' that comes from God and makes 
us love."

Vatican Dossier

Francis: 
Commandments aren’t 
Fashionable, but are a 
Hymn to Love

catholicmission.org.au/rescue
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1.  Paula Augustine (Polly) (L) and 
her daughter Nyheemah were at 
the recent NAIDOC function at Fr 
McMahon Place. They were busy 
painting small crosses, from 
the time of the visit of the World 
Youth Day Cross and Icon, for 
use at the Back to Beagle Bay 
Pilgrimage. (Photo: E Bernard)

2. At the recent NAIDOC evening of 
culture and food, Kathy Watson 
cooked up some good food 
for the very large crowd that 
came along to share.  The event 
was part of the NAIDOC week 
of celebrations in Broome and 
was hosted by Broome Parish. 
(Photo: E Bernard)

NAIDOC 
Celebrations 
in Broome

1

2

3

4

5

3. Enjoying the kangaroo tail 
on offer were Audrey (L) of 
Wangkatjungka and Patricia (R) 
of Bidyadanga communities. 
(Photo: E Bernard) 

4. With La Grange – Bidyadanga 
Parish Priest Fr Benny Calanza 
on leave, Kimberley Catholic 
Volunteers, Wayne and Judy 
Payton and Madelaine Jadai 
and Maureen Yanawana from 
Bidyadanga, travelled to Broome 
to celebrate Aboriginal Sunday 
at Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Cathedral. (Photo: A Rohr) 

5.  Bishop Saunders with Robert 
Dann following mass on 
Aboriginal Sunday at Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Cathedral in 
Broome. (Photo: A Rohr)
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Service to Aboriginal 
Communities recognised
This article was first published in The Good Oil, the e-magazine of the Good samaritan sisters – www.goodsams.org.au

Good Samaritan Sister, Val Deakin, is one 
of 582 Australians who were recognised in 
this year’s Queen’s Birthday honours list.

Val was awarded a Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM) for service to Aboriginal 
communities in Western Australia and the 
Northern Territory.

Val told The Good Oil she was “chuffed 
and delighted” about the award – not for 
herself – but because her work with 
Australia’s First Peoples was valued by 
wider society.

“I was uneasy at receiving a medal,” she 
admitted. “I have been given permission by 
the Congregation to work in Aboriginal 
ministry – a ministry which I love. I am 
there on behalf of the Congregation. 
Wherever each of our sisters is working, 
the rest of us are with them too. So the 
work I do is not mine alone.”

Val also acknowledged the support of 
many groups and individuals, both near 
and far. “The good I am able to do is only 
made possible because of the goodness of 
others, like St Vinnies, Centacare, 
parishioners, volunteers from around 
Australia, religious sisters.”

Val feels she was “destined to dwell 
amongst the First Peoples of this land.” She 
was born in Melbourne in a small private 

hospital called ‘Mia Mia’. “This is an 
Aboriginal word for ‘dwelling’,” she said.

Then, during her formative years, Val’s 
elder brother, Hilton (Auxiliary Bishop for 
the Eastern Region of Melbourne), had a 
significant influence. “The Aboriginal 
books he gave me for Christmas fascinated 
and captivated me. When he was living in 
Kalumburu [remote WA] and doing his 
doctoral thesis [in anthropology], he 

brought people from this Aboriginal 
community to stay at our family home in 
Melbourne. He also relayed to me terrible 
stories of discrimination against 
Aboriginal people.”

Because of these influences, Val was 
“drawn into the Aboriginal scene”. “I 
wanted to walk with them in their struggle 
and this passion has never lessened over 
the years.”

(L-R) Sister Val Deakin SGS, Ivy Dalgety, Sister Anna Warlow SGS and Elaine Walle.

Germanus Kent House in 
Broome is a community of 
people from around the 
Kimberley and the northern 
Pilbara. The nature of the 
work is to support people to 
maintain their zest and 
enjoyment of life as they face 
the challenges of ageing or 
disability. But we can’t forget 
that relationships are a ‘two 
way street’ and residents, for 
their part, impart all the gifts 
of camaraderie so that staff 
are given the opportunity to 
make their work something 
more, something deeper, 
something personal.

Sally Lannigan and Gaylene 
Everette at Germanus Kent 
House. (Photo: L Mead)

Germanus Kent  

Enjoying a sunny day after the unusual rainfall in 
May at Kalumburu are from left, Cynthia 
Clements holding Rodney (R.J.), Margaret 
Peumora and and Bianca Clements.

Enjoying  
the sunshine

Photo: CAS
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Ingredients:
500 grams premium mince
350 gram jar Leggos Stir Through tomato, 
olive and chilli sauce
1 medium onion
2 crushed cloves of garlic
1/2 jar of chilli Salsa... the one you have 
with Doritos
1 teaspoon instant coffee
1 teaspoon brown sugar
1 tin of diced tomatoes
2 tablespoons of Pataks vindaloo paste
1/2 a glass of red wine… not an 
expensive one!
Add chillies to taste… it already has a 
medium kick to it. 
A generous pinch of Masterfoods Italian 
mixed herbs.

Method:
1. Slowly cook the finely chopped onion 

and garlic
2. When browned add the mince and cook 

until brown
3. Add all the rest of the ingredients and 

stir through for 5 minutes
4. Leave to simmer for an hour over a  

very low flame
5. Then its ready to serve with your 

preferred pasta!

Also is even better the next day especially 
with extra chilli! Enjoy.

Amphiprion ocellaris 

On reefs of the Kimberley Coast, the False 
Clown Anemonefish, best known from the 
movie Finding Nemo, can be found.

With only subtle differences between the 
true (Amphiprion percula) and False Clown 
Anemonefish, most people don’t realize that 
Nemo is actually a False Clown 
Anemonefish.

Found in the tropical waters of the 
eastern Indian Ocean and western Pacific, 
the False Clown Anemonefish typically lives 
in small grounds on outer reef slopes or in 
sheltered lagoons, and can grow up to 11 cm 
long. False Clown Anemonefish live 6-10 
years in the wild.

The most surprising thing about the 
False Clown Anemonefish is its home. It 
lives inside a giant stinging anemone. This 
small fish spends its whole life with its 
chosen anemone. At night, the False Clown 
Anemonefish sleeps among the bases of the 
tentacles on the anemone’s disk. The fish is 
not stung and eaten because the anemone 
does not know it is there. A special slime 
covers the fish’s body and prevents the 
anemone from recognising it as food. Each 
anemone usually supports a large female 
False Clown Anemonefish, her smaller 
male partner, and several immature fish.

These fish are carnivorous omnivores. 
They eat zooplankton, bottom dwelling 
invertebrates, and algae with copepods 

being their primary food item. They also 
nibble on the tentacles of their host 
anemones at times.

Their body shape is perch-like – oval and 
laterally compressed with an interrupted 
lateral line. The caudal fin is rounded. They 
are usually orange to reddish-brown with 
three white bars that have thin black 
borders that may be almost invisible. The 
bars are located on the head, in the middle 
of the body, and at the base of the tail. The 
middle bar has a bulge or widening in the 
centre. Not all False Clown Anemonefish 
are orange. There is a population off 
Darwin, Australia that has white bands on a 
black body.

If the female dies, the male changes sex 
and becomes female and the largest 
immature fish takes on the male role. 

Due partly to the popular movie, both the 
False Clown and the Clown Anemonefish 
are among the most popular aquarium fish, 
and numbers have been reduced in some 
areas by overcollecting.

Kimberley Wild

Kimberley Kitchen

Photo: http://www.flickr.com/
photos/26598370@N00/157190465/

Photo: J Grimson

Bolognese Sauce

False Clown Anemonefish

Fr John Purnell, the Parish Priest of Balgo-Kutjungka, is adamant that he is no 
cook! While in Broome recently, recovering from surgery, he needed to put his cooking 
skills to the test and came up with this pretty good Bolognese Sauce. 
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Father Nicholas D’Emo:
6 July 1849 – 8 March 1915 (Part 2) 

By Bill Worth

The sudden announcement in 1899 of the 
proposed departure of the French Cistercians 
from Beagle Bay and the Peninsula was an 
alarming development that threw the infant 
Kimberley mission into turmoil. As Father 
Nicholas had no desire to retire to other 
monasteries overseas as the French monks 
in Beagle Bay were commanded to do, he 
was soon installed as caretaker Cistercian 
Superior of the Kimberley Mission.

Finally, in his capacity as temporary 
Superior, Father Nicholas oversaw the 
handover of Beagle Bay to the incoming, 
mainly German Pallottine Missionaries, but 
by 1906 he had been dispensed from his 
vows as a Cistercian. With the help of a 
benefactor, and the blessings of the Bishop 
in Perth, he purchased a lugger, the San 
Salvador. Thus began another extraordinary 
chapter in a vocation of service in the life of 
this humble priest as he sailed the waters of 
the Kimberley with renewed vigour and 
apostolic zeal.

The intention of the Benedictines of New 
Norcia to begin a Mission in the North-West 
Kimberley necessitated a scouting visit to the 
region by the Abbot, Fulgentius Torres, who 
was met in Broome by Father Nicholas in 
April 1906. The priest was preparing to 
establish his mission at Cygnet Bay on the 
northern part of the Peninsula some distance 
from the Pallottines in Beagle Bay, among a 
different tribe, the Bardi. As usual, Father 
Nicholas was generously accommodating to 
the needs of others, and upon request he 
postponed his proposed pastoral work at 

Cygnet Bay to travel in the San Salvador with 
the Abbot into the uncharted waters of the 
far north in search of a suitable location for a 
Benedictine Mission. The voyage continued 
up the coast as far as Wyndham and the 
experience of it all appealed to Father 
Nicholas’ sense of adventure. He saw a vast 
area yet untouched by any exploitative 
European settlement and ready for the 
Proclamation of the Word that he felt 
promised hope in difficult times. Eventually, 
it was agreed that the Drysdale River area 
was most suitable for the Abbot’s Mission. 
Upon return Father Nicholas turned his 
attention to his earlier project at Cygnet Bay.

Father Nicholas lost no time settling into 
life in his new mission. With the help of his 
loyal Manilamen and Aboriginal friends he 
set about building a stone-lined well, 
constructing a residence and Church out of 
local timber and paper-bark, setting up a 
garden and contacting the various pearling 
camps in the region to offer pastoral care. 
Aboriginal people from as far south as 
Disaster Bay visited him, as did the local 
Bardi. Father Nicholas’ ability as a medic and 
‘healer’ was as much sought after as was his 
welcoming and warm personality that spoke 
clearly of his care for the people. His 
decision to call the new Church ‘Our Lady of 
the Aborigines’ was a result of 
thoughtfulness much before its time, and 
indicative of this priest’s complete 
immersion in his work with his beloved 
people. Quite typically of this man, the 
Church was inscribed with the biblical 

quotation: ‘Nigra Sum Sed Formosa –I am 
black but beautiful.’

In June 1908 Father Nicholas with the 
San Salvador helped Abbot Torres and the 
Benedictine monks found the Drysdale River 
Mission. The young Filipino and Aboriginal 
lads who were his crew provided invaluable 
help with their labour and their willingness 
to assist with new buildings, the sinking of 
wells and the provision of useful foods such 
as turtle, dugong and fish. There can be no 
doubt that the successful development of the 
young Mission can be attributed in no small 
part to the significant contribution made by 
Father Nicholas who left there for 
Dampierland in May 1910.

Thomas Puertollano, a Manilaman man 
who was married to a part Aboriginal 
woman, Agnes Bryan from Beagle Bay, had 
purchased a pastoral property at Lombadina. 
At his invitation Father D’Emo moved into 
Lombadina to help attend the spiritual needs 
of the many local people. Catholic Filipinos 
and their Aboriginal families in nearby 
pearling camps often made their way into 
the Mission. There they attended Mass on 
Sundays and had their children baptized, 
while augmenting their food supplies from 
the stores of the enterprising Thomas 
Puertollano. With the help of a hard-working 
young lay helper, Joseph Martin Sibosado, 
the settlement thrived. 

 The coming of the war in 1914 meant 
that the German Pallottines were impeded in 
their travel and pastoral work. Father 
Nicholas therefore spent more time at sea 
travelling around the Peninsula area and 
down to Broome to offer Mass and pastoral 
services wherever needed. But the passage of 
time and a restless determination to toil 
endlessly for the Lord took its toll on the little 
Spaniard from Castellon.

On the 8 March 1915 at 3:40am, after 
having suffered a severe stroke, and with the 
benefit of the sacraments administered by 
Father Droste from Beagle Bay, this 
dedicated priest, died in his much loved 
mission at Lombadina. Characteristically, he 
was buried simply without any splendour or 
trimmings, among the people he had 
ministered to so faithfully.  His life was a 
testimony to a living faith in a loving God 
and his life’s work was poured out for the 
Aboriginal people he had served with 
unwavering determination. Truly this man 
was a hero in Faith.

Select bibliography:
M. Zuker, From Patrons to Partners (UNDA Press 
2nd edition 2005)
M. Durack, The Rock and The Sand (Constable 
London 1969)
Sr B. Nailon, Emo and San Salvador Book 1 and 2 
(Brigidine Sisters Echuca 2006)

Church of the Kimberley

Father Nicholas D’Emo with East Kimberley children at the grave of Big Charlie, Drysdale River 
Mission. (Photo: Courtesy of the Benedictine Community of New Norcia WA)
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Back to  
Beagle Bay
A Pilgrimage to the Sacred 
Heart of the Kimberley

On the first night of the Walking Pilgrimage, sharing 
around the camp fire after the smoking ceremony at 
Carnot Springs in Djaba Djaba Country. (Photo: M Nyman)

Walking Pilgrims were joined by other Pilgrims as they 
walked from Bishop’s Well to Sacred Heart Church in 
Beagle Bay. The procession was led by students from 
Sacred Heart School in Beagle Bay. (Photo: L Grant)

Nyul Nyul traditional owner Stephen 
Victor during the Welcome to Country 
smoking ceremony. (Photo: M Pepper)

Following the Welcome to 
Country, Margaret Smith, 
from Derby gave a water 
blessing to all the Pilgrims 
gathered in Beagle Bay.  
(Photo: M Pepper)

20 – 21 July 2013
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As the walking Pilgrims reached Bishop’s Well, 
near the end of their 3 1/2 day, 72 km journey. 
Other Pilgrims greeted them while holding up the 
Kimberley World Youth Day Cross. (Photo: M Nyman)

From left, Sr Pat Rhatigan 
SSJG enjoyed the 
opportunity to catch up 
with Pilgrims  including 
Tossie Baadjo (Balgo), 
Rosie Nanju (Bealge Bay) 
and Imelda Guguman 
(Balgo). (Photo: M Pepper)

Madelaine Jadai  (L) and 
Maureen Yanawana 
from Bidyadanga were 
happy to be a part of 
the Pilgrimage Back to 
Beagle Bay. (Photo: CAS)

Priests from across the 
Diocese of Broome joined 
Bishop Saunders (Centre) 
in Sacred Heart Church in 
Beagle Bay to celebrate 
the Pilgrim Mass on 
Sunday 21 July. 
(Photo: A Rohr)

Workers enjoying 
lunch following mass 
on Sunday were, from 
left, Nelson O’Reeri, 
Ashley Sesar, Nicholas 
Williams and William 
Tataya.(Photo: CAS)
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Notre Dame recognises 
outstanding honours
The outstanding dedication to community and sport by students 
from The University of Notre Dame Australia has been recognised 
through the Queen’s Birthday honours and at the Western 
Australian of the Year Awards for 2013.

June Oscar, an alumni of the University’s Broome Campus, was 
appointed an Officer in the Order of Australia for her 

‘distinguished service to the Indigenous community of Western 
Australia, particularly through health and social welfare programs’. 

Her recent efforts to break the cycle of alcohol abuse in the 
Fitzroy Valley were driven by the feelings of sadness and grief after 
resident families experienced 13 suicides in as many months from 
excessive alcohol consumption. 

Ms Oscar has also expanded her research endeavours to focus 
on the effects of alcoholism, most notably in the area of Fetal 
Alcohol Spectrum Disorder.

“Much of that relies on children being able to receive knowledge 
and to pass on to the next generations, and if children are affected 
by alcohol exposure in the uterus, the main target is the brain,” Ms 
Oscar said.

Vice Chancellor, Professor Celia Hammond, congratulated June 
on her achievements to date and encouraged her to seek further 
excellence in her field. 

Notre Dame Kimberley

June Oscar has been recognised through the Queen’s Birthday honours 
and at the Western Australian of the Year Awards for her dedication to 
community.  (Photo: UNDA)

Phone: (08) 9192 1526  2 Florence Way, Blue Haze Broome, WA

Email:  promecnatrad6@bigpond.com 

 MRB3436 AU23091

• Complete professional 
 mechanical services

• Vehicle maintenance & repairs

• All makes and models

• 4WD specialists

• Radiator repairs & replacement – Natrad specialist

• Natrad air conditioning repairer

A crucifix has been placed 
outside Nulungu Chapel, at 
The University of Notre Dame 
Australia Broome Campus, at 
the main entrance, which 
completes the concept for the 
building designed by Christian 
Brother Nick Bilich. 

His original drawings 
incorporated a cross at this 
location on the south side of 
the building. This crucifix is 
inspired by a much larger one 
at the famous Marian Shrine at 
Fatima, Portugal, where young 
pilgrims from the Kimberley 
visited during World Youth 
Day Madrid, 2011.

Peter Kelly from PMK Welding and 
Fabrication, with the crucifix.  
(Photo: CAS)

Nulungu  
Chapel crucifix

Clare Scanlon with her son 
Jack Sampi were in Broome 
recently for the school holidays 
and to catch up with family 
and friends. Clare spent many 
years in Kimberley Schools 
before returning to Victoria 
where she now lives and 
teaches in Ballarat.

Photo: E Bernard

A blast from the past
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A shoe box of memories…
cherished letters

St John of God Sisters Heritage Centre

1. Sr Madeleine with 
students at Beagle 
Bay, c1963.

2. At the age of 18 Sr 
Madeleine Lynch 
came to Broome 
from South Yarra, 
Victoria, to enter 
religious life with 
the SSJG in 1931.

 (Photos: SSJG 
Heritage Centre)

1

2

A collection of letters written by Sr Madeleine Lynch to a young 
girl in Melbourne provides valuable insights into the life of the 
Sisters of St John of God in the Kimberley in the 1950s and 
1960s. The letters were recently donated to the Heritage Centre 
Archives by Sr Mary Bennett RSM who was the young girl.

Mary was about seven or eight years old when she first wrote 
to Sr Madeleine. Sadly only seven letters written between June 
1957 and October 1963 have survived. However these provide 
small glimpses into events of that time as Sr Madeleine speaks 
of so many ordinary things happening around her in her role 
as a missionary in the Kimberley 50 years ago.

The first letter that we have is dated 12 June 1957 when Sr 
Madeleine was living in Broome at Holy Child Orphanage. 
There had been a cyclone in February of that year which did 
considerable damage in Broome so Sr Madeleine describes 
what a cyclone is like and how the cyclone caused the death of 
a mother and daughter. Madeleine says: I taught the daughter, 
Lucy, in school. She left six or seven little children and now, 
two of them come to me in the kindergarten.  

The next letter is from 18 July 1958 sent from Old Balgo 
Mission. Madeleine explains: I am not in Broome now, I am 
out here in the desert in Balgo... I am teaching about 36 
children in school, they love singing and music but not 
arithmetic or spelling... They eat all sorts of things frogs, cats, 
snakes, lizards, emus, big fat white grubs, crows, cockatoos. 
We learn that a plane brings mail every second week and the 
Flying Doctor’s plane comes once a month.

Again from Balgo in October 1958 we read, Our new 
convent will soon be built, then we are going to have a garden 
too. In February 1959, we all had a lovely Christmas here in 
Balgo. I hope you all had the same. The sheep are just coming 
home for the night from one direction and the goats from 
another. We drink goat’s milk here. In August of the same year 
Madeleine explains to Mary, The children live in dormitories 
but their fathers and mothers sleep on the ground with 
Spinifex around them to keep out the wind, no roof or walls 
or anything.

Then we have a gap of five years, returning to the story in 
October 1963 Beagle Bay Mission. Sr Madeleine says, Nineteen 
little ones will make their first Holy Communion, they are so 
excited. On the 26th ... six children who have come to our 
Mission for schooling will be baptized. ... They come from far 
away places such as Halls Creek, Mabel Downs, Texas Station, 
Bow River and Gibb River. Sr Madeleine concludes this letter, 
Well, Mary, our mail has to go to Broome for posting (80 
miles) and the truck leaves tomorrow. I must be very sure of 
catching it.

In each letter Madeleine mentions Mary’s family asking 
after them all by name. She usually adds personal comments 
such as, Did Stephen have a happy birthday and get lots of 
presents? Madeleine’s ability to connect with this little girl is 
quite remarkable. One day, when I come to Melbourne I will 
come and see you and all your lovely little brothers and sisters. 
Maybe we could play Ring-a-ring-a-rosy!
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Garnduwa News

On Monday 24 July, 70 primary school girls 
from the East Kimberley descended on to 
the netball courts in Kununurra to battle it 
out in the West Coast Fever Cup. 

With 7 teams competing in the Cup, the 
competition was fierce. The girls played 6 
games each with the top two teams going 
into the final. St Josephs Kununurra Team 
1 and Kununurra District High School 
Team 1 battled it out with St Josephs being 
the overall victors. 

West Coast 
Fever Cup

RIGHT: The girls Netball winning team -  
St Josephs Kununurra Team 1. (Photo: S Cannon)

Genazzano College students 
and staff during their visit to 
the Stolen Generation Office 
in Broome.

Celebrating 25 Years of the 
Kimberley Exchange Program
‘We are all visitors to this time, this place. We 
are just passing through. Our purpose here is 
to observe, to learn, to grow, to love... and then 
we return home.’
In 1988 Sister Rosemary Crowe, of the 
Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ), created 
an Exchange Program between Genazzano 

FCJ College in Kew and Nulungu College, 
now known as St Mary’s College, in 
Broome. The aim of this program was to 
give students and staff an opportunity to 
foster and support reconciliation and 
justice through real and personal 
experiences. Students and staff from the 

Kimberley and from Victoria have listened, 
learned, shared stories and formed 
friendships that have lasted over the 25 
years that the Exchange has existed.

Eight Genazzano students from Years 9 
and 10 travelled to the Kimberley on 
Sunday 26 May 2013 and it was exciting to, 
once again, reaffirm their special 
relationship with St Mary’s College.

Whilst in Broome, the Genazzano 
students joined their host sisters in their 
regular classes at St Mary’s College, met 
key leaders in the Broome community and 
learnt about the story of the Yaruwu people. 
When they travelled to Bunuba Country, 
Dillon Andrews shared with them the 
stories of the rock art, Tunnel Creek and 
Windjana Gorge and at night, sitting 
around the campfire, they listened to the 
story of Jandamarra. 

They were also given the opportunity to 
visit the Dampier Peninsular and Derby. 
One of the highlights of the trip was a 
wonderful week spent at Bidyadanga, 
where they were invited to join the classes 
at La Grange Remote Community School.
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Obituary

Granny May Howard (nee Daly/Taylor) 
was born at Alice Downs Station in 1905; 
she was a Kitja woman reaching the great 
old age of 108 years.

Taken from her Mother at the age of 
approximately six months, she was sent to 
Beagle Bay Mission and put in the care of 
the St John of God Sisters. There were 
older girls in Beagle Bay, taken from Alice 
Downs and similar places, who helped to 
care for Granny May. She rejected 
drinking from a bottle and had to be 
breast fed by a local woman twice a day. 

Granny May lived in Beagle Bay until 
she was about 16 years old and after 
leaving school worked in the garden, 
laundry, rice paddock, milking the goats 
and cows and various other duties around 
the farm.

Granny May married Gregory Howard 
when she was approximately 16 years old. 
Not long after their marriage they were 
sent to Tardun to work for about twelve 
months. Tardun was a corresponding 
mission used to provide supplies to 
Beagle Bay and Djarindjin and workers 
were often sent down from the Kimberley 
to work there. 

After returning to Beagle Bay, Gregory 
Howard was sent to Pago Mission in 
Kalumburu with Vincent Martin, Eugene 
Rose Senior and some other men for a 
few years at a time, returning occasionally 
to Beagle Bay. Gregory also spent a lot of 
time working at Bungarun Leprosarium 
in Derby. Granny May had six children, 
(the first son she lost) before having 
Jimmy, Mary (dec), Paul (dec), Peter (dec) 
and Justin. Granny May also fostered two 
children from Bungarun in the early 50s, 

Margaret Roebourne (dec) and Kathy 
Watson. Both children were around two 
days old when Granny May took them 
into her care. 

Granny May took in and looked after 
many children from the dormitories, both 
boys and girls and became a motherly 
figure to them. She had a natural bonding 
warmth about her.  

Granny May spent many years working 
in the clinic in Beagle Bay as a midwife 
and delivered many, many children along 
with other older women like Rosa Mamid 
and Lena Cox. She worked with the St 
John of God Sisters and was very close to 
Sister Josepha. Granny May was in Beagle 
Bay when she lost her husband.   

Gregory became sick while working at 
Bungarun and was sent to Perth where he 
passed away. Granny May raised all her 
children in Beagle Bay where she stayed 
until the early 60s.   

At the time that Granny May was asked 
to leave Beagle Bay and moved to Broome 
she was carer for her grandchildren, 
Susan, Cindy and Danny and also still 
had Kathy. As Granny May had nowhere 
to stay at that time and had nowhere to 
go, she was welcomed, supported and 
taken in by Amat and Phyllis Bin Bakar, 
where she stayed for approximately one 
year until she was able to finally get her 
own house in Dora Street.

Her home in Broome quickly became a 
place of her own and it also quickly 
became a sanctuary for those many 
people who had nowhere to go and she 
welcomed anyone and everyone with an 
open door and an open heart. She was 
always giving.

Like all of those senior Stolen 
Generation people they had a gentle heart, 
with no bitterness, no anger and accepted 
life as it was. She cared for all 
kindred spirits.

Granny May officially opened the 
Kimberley Stolen Generation Office in 
Barker Street, the original site of the Holy 
Child Orphanage, together with Granny 
Mary Cox, and celebrated some of her 
birthdays there.

Granny May spent many years being 
cared for in her later years by her family 
before going into Bran Nue Dae 
(Germanus Kent Frail Aged Hostel). 
There are five generations of children 
who came from Granny May, this is 
her legacy.

On behalf of Justin, Jimmy and all the 
family they would like to say to Mum/
Granny May, the Matriarch of the Howard 
Family, thank you for everything you did 
and the sacrifices you made for us, your 
children.  

Despite the suffering of being 
removed, your legacy will live forever and 
keep growing into the future by your 
many descendants; we are much the 
richer for coming from you. Thank you 
Mum, grandmother, great grandmother, 
great great grandmother, great great great 
grandmother – five generations and still 
growing.

May she rest in peace.

Granny May
Born: 1 July 1905
entered eternal Life: 26 April 2013

spoken by Mark Bin Bakar

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties 
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping, 
transport and grounds maintenance. 
In return for being part of the team we o�er accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a 
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered. 

WANTED: Volunteer Workers  KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

For further details and an application form 
please contact the co-ordinator: 
Phone: 08 9192 1060 
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org 
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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They may be pursuing different dreams and 
following their own pathways, but young 
indigenous Broome residents Jason George 
and Jennilee Sebastian share a mutual 
passion for seizing opportunities and 
empowering themselves to establish their 
own successful careers in the future.

The locals are two of around 50 people 
currently working hard to achieve their 
dream after enrolling with Woodside’s 
Indigenous Employment and Training 
program.

Under the Native Title Agreement signed 
on June 30, 2011 by the Goolarabooloo 
Jabirr Jabirr Native Title claimants, 
Woodside and the State Government, 
Woodside committed to employ at least 300 
indigenous people during the construction 
phase of the proposed development at 
James Price Point. 

During 2011/2012, Woodside supported a 
number of indigenous apprentices and 
trainees through the Indigenous 
Employment and Training program to work 
towards that employment target. 

Kimberley Group Training has been 
engaged as the group training organisation 
to manage a majority of the trainees and 
apprentices. To date, 11 have graduated and 
transitioned into various roles.

Jason and Jennilee are testament to the 
program and are now looking forward to a 
bright future.

Jason is a third year fabrication 
apprentice at Broome-based company 
Boily’s and Co. He studied for a certificate 
II in Engineering at Kimberley Training 
Institute when he was approached by 
Woodside. 

At the time, the company already had a 
group of young men enrolled as 
apprentices.

After discussing the opportunity with his 
family, and receiving full support, Jason 
seized the opportunity to undertake training 
with Woodside to pursue his desired career.

“I wanted to do boilermaking and 
Woodside helped me do what I wanted to 
do,” he said.

Now halfway through his training, Jason 
said he was looking forward to qualifying as 
a boilermaker and seeing where the job 
takes him into the future.

Jennilee Sebastian is an Occupation 
Health and Safety trainee with Woodside. 
After graduating as a high school student at 
St Mary’s College in 2006, Jennilee went to 
university where she studied and graduated 
as a nurse in 2009. She worked as a renal 
nurse on the dialysis unit for Kimberley 

Aboriginal Medical Services Council. 
In December, Jennilee decided on a 

career change and approached Woodside for 
employment opportunities in the mining 
industry, with an interest in Occupational 
Health and Safety.

Jennilee started working for the company 
at the Broome office in December.

 “Now I’m trying to be a health and safety 
advisor,” she said.

“I’ve found it good having a nursing 
background, and coming into health and 
safety is an advantage.”

Jennilee said she was enjoying working 
in Broome, and was fortunate to be among 
the handful of local indigenous people 
offered training by Woodside.

 “It’s unfortunate about the James Price 
Point project, that it hasn’t gone ahead 
because a lot of people would have 
benefitted from that.”

Despite Woodside’s recent decision to 
withdraw from the proposed LNG 
development at James Price Point, the 
company has pledged to continue 
supporting the indigenous apprentices and 
trainees currently undertaking their training 
for the remainder of their program.

Woodside regional vice president Niegel 
Grazia said Woodside has worked closely 
with Kimberley indigenous communities to 
provide indigenous employment and 
training opportunities. 

“Woodside is pleased that we are able to 
provide training and long-term career 
opportunities for young Indigenous people 
in the Kimberley,” he said.

“We will continue to support all of the 
current Indigenous trainees and apprentices 
for the duration of their program.”

Woodside’s Indigenous 
Employment and Training program

By Nicola Kalmar

Woodside trainees 
Jason George 
(Left) and Jennilee 
Sebastian.  
(Photo: K Gibson)

25 Robinson St, Broome WA 6725
centamanager@westnet.com.au

08 9192 2293

Providing Support to the West Kimberley

 

Homeless Breakfast: Fr McMahon Place 
Mon, Wed, Fri  8:00am – 9:30am

• Emergency Relief: Food and Clothing Vouchers
• Homeless Accommodation Support
• Homeless Support to Rough Sleepers
• Accommodation Support for people living 

with Mental Health
• Public Tenancy Support Services
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Nicola Kalmar and Christopher Pulman, of 
Broome, were married on Saturday 29 June 
2013 by Fr Matthew Digges in the Chapel at 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral. Nicola, 
who works as a journalist for the Broome 
Advertiser and also writes for the Kimberley 
Community Profile, and Chris, a Project 
Manager with a construction company, 
came to Broome, from England, a little over 
three years ago. 

Parish News

Broome

La GranGe - BiDyaDanGaDerBy

HaLLs creeK

DamPier PeninsULar

Denisha Mitchell with her younger cousin 
after making her First Holy Communion at 
Sacred Heart Church in Beagle Bay recently.

Lisa Bundamurra and Anthony Mouda 
were married at Our Lady of the Holy 
Rosary Church in Derby. Lisa and Anthony 
are seen here with Sonia Clements and 
Ernest Benning. Monsignor Paul Boyers 
was the celebrant.

With their family members there for 
support, Jai Long, Sherona Long, 
Shaylene Umbulgurri, Terrika Long and 
Bronwyn Morlumbun received Jesus in 
Holy Communion for the first time in 
June at St Marys Church in Halls Creek. 
Fr James Saina travelled from Balgo to 
celebrate the Mass.

Photo: D Troup

Melba Henry, one of the eight children 
baptised at St Mary's Church Halls Creek, 
was all eyes as she focused on the burning 
candle and Fr James Saina as he blessed the 
Parents and Godparents. The celebration 
took place as part of the evening Eucharist 
so the Catholic community, as well as the 
extended families of the children, could 
witness the baptisms. 

Fr James travels from Balgo via Billiluna 
once a month to celebrate the Eucharist with 
the Community in Halls Creek.Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ

Parish Priest Fr Benny Calanza cutting the cake 
with children from the community.  
(Photo: J Grimson)

The Parish of St John the Baptist at La 
Grange-Bidyadanga celebrated their Feast Day 
(24 June) on the nearest Sunday, 23 June.  

After Mass the Community celebrated 
with some good food and lovely cake to 
mark the occasion.

Mrs Margaret Stapleton and Sr Patricia 
Snudden RSJ (both from Sydney) were 
‘holidaying’ with the Sisters of St Joseph 
in Halls Creek. Not to miss an 
opportunity the Sisters invited them to 
share their skills by using a sewing 
machine and the material that was 
waiting to be made into skirts. Sr Pat, 
assisted by Margaret, generously took up 
the challenge and had the skirts made in 
double quick time for the local Op Shop. 
It’s no exaggeration to say they were a 
“treasure beyond measure”. 

Margaret Stapleton (L) and Sr Patricia 
Snudden RSJ busy at work sewing skirts. 
(Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ)

‘Holidaying’ in Halls Creek

Fr James Saina with (L - R) Bronwyn 
Morlumbun, Sherona Long, Shaylene 
Umbulgurri, Terrika Long and Jai Long on their 
First Communion Day. (Photo: D Savoia)

Photo: J Grimson
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Some of the Gospel singers that performed as 

part of the concert were, (L-R), Gracie Mosquito, 

Tjiliwa Nagomara, Imelda Guguman and Joan 

Nagomara. (Photo: Br M Blattman FSC)

‘Grow the Music’ is a group of four women 
who spend around five weeks in a 
community working on developing music 
skills in the young people. This year was 
their second visit to Balgo.

To finish and display the work they did 
with the children in the school and the 
students in the Trade Training Centre, they 
organised a Balgo Big Day Out concert one 
evening and a school concert for the 
Open Day.

Jarman Carpio from 
Sacred Heart School 
in Beagle Bay lays a 
tackle against One 
Arm Point during a 
recent football 
match.

School News

BaLGo BeaGLe Bay

BiLLiLUna KUnUnUrra

After a busy Term, Sacred Heart School in 
Beagle Bay finished off with its NAIDOC 
celebrations. Community elders began the 
week with a Welcome to Country and a 
NAIDOC Address with a reflection on the 
50th Anniversary of the Yirrakala Bark 
petitions. The school took the opportunity 
to pay respects to the late Dr Yunipingu, 
and the Yolgnu people of the Northern 
Terriorry, in the form of dances to Yothu 
Yindi’s ‘Djapana’.

Beagle Bay dancers perform at the opening of 

NAIDOC while community members and visitors 

watched. (Photo: N Burrows)

Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre is 
located on Billiluna Station in the desert of 
the East Kimberley.

87 young people from three to 14 year 
olds are lovingly educated each day in a 
happy, supportive and calm environment 
where achievements are celebrated 
regularly. 

A group of students playing with Jigsaws in Ms 

Joann and Mr Justin’s Class. 

Delila Gibson 

Kungah and 

Ralph 

Lightening in 

the three year 

old playground.

Photo: N O’Dea

Runners from around the world have come 
to Australia bringing the message of peace. 
Their motto is ‘Peace starts with me’. Some 
of the runners called in at St Joseph’s 
School in Kununurra to tell students about 
their journey, where they are from, and to 
share the message of peace.

The Peace Run started in Canberra and 
will end there in August after a complete 
lap of Australia.  

All the students were able to hold the 
flame and then to finish the visit, the 
students accompanied some of the runners 
on a lap of the school oval.

LomBaDina

(L-R) Jacinta Chaquebor and Ieisha Drill playing 

the violin. (Photo: S Carrabs)

Gillian Howell, an internationally renowned 
composer and musical educator, recently 
spent a week at Christ the King School, 
Djarindjin Lombadina. Gillian and fellow 
musician Tony Hicks worked with the Year 
7 and Secondary students to produce some 
amazing original music. 

The students learnt to play on a variety of 
musical instruments including drums, 
guitar, xylophone and even violin! The week 
was capped off with a performance in the 
school hall by the very talented students, 
showing all that they had learned. 

20  Kimberley Community Profile  AuGusT 2013



School News

Broome 

Sadie Grace presenting the cabin staff pass to 
Navin at the Secondary Assembly.  
(Photo: J Cambridge)

St Mary’s College Broome student Navin 
Latchman was the successful entrant in the 
Kimberley Aviation’s Pilot for a Day 
competition. This National Competition 
was very popular with entries coming from 
across Australia. Navin’s Award was 
presented by Mrs Sadie Grace from 
Kimberley Aviation.

On Monday July 1 at St Mary’s 
College in Broome, Carlene 
Smith’s 30 Years of Service in 
Catholic Education in WA was 
acknowledged. 

Following the NAIDOC 
paraliturgy with Carlene’s family, 
past and present colleagues and 
friends, Bishop Christopher 
Saunders presented Carlene with 
her well-deserved award. 

Carlene commenced work at 
Nulungu College (now St Mary’s 
College) in 1980.

Photo: S Baird

From left, Madeline Rocke, Natalie Heil, Ulanda Kearsley, 
Holly Newton and Katelyn Parriman. (Photo: S Baird)

The St Mary’s College Broome 
Primary Cross Country Carnival took 
place earlier in the year. The day 
started with grey skies and rain, but 
the clouds soon parted and the races 
commenced. It was fantastic to see 
every student in the Primary School 
compete and give their all in the 
races, even the Kindies! The 
students cheered on their fellow 
competitors with some great House 
spirit and it came down to the last 
few races to decide the winners of 
the Shield.

reD HiLL

Warlawurru Catholic School students (L-R) Kylie 

Gordon, Della Milner and Walter Dann with the 

Peace Runners visitor. (Photo: D Savoia)

Peace runners visited Warlawurru Catholic 
School in Red Hill and entertained students 
with beautiful singing and video footage of 
their progress in running around Australia. 
Their message of peace was shared with 
students and staff, and the children joined 
the visitors in singing songs and running 
for peace.

rinGer soaK

(L-R)  Dallas Tchooga, Taneisha Yandinelli, Fr 

James Saina, Jade Tchooga and Lisa Lewis. 

(Photo: A Davis)

On 24 June 2013, Fr James Saina celebrated 
mass at Ringer Soak/Yaruman Community. 
Congratulations to Jade Tchooga, Taneisha 
Yandinelli, Lisa Lewis and Dallas Tchooga on 
receiving their First Reconciliation. 

Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ spent time the 
previous week preparing the children and 
their families for First Reconciliation with 
an afternoon of reflection.

WarmUn

Photo: Sr J Murphy RSJ

The community of Ngalangangpum School, 
Warmun, celebrated St John the Baptist Day 
recently, as he is the patron saint of one of 
their sports teams. The day began with a 
prayer where staff re-enacted the story of John 
the Baptist. Elders gave a special blessing; and 
children joined in songs, mantras and prayers. 
Meanwhile, the Bush Turkey and Damper 
were being prepared by parents for lunch. The 
children and community members also 
engaged in bush crafts, including decorating 
clapping sticks and boab nuts.
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In the frames round 

the Chest draw things 
you treasure in your …  

Bedroom, House, 
Outside, or School.  
“God has given you 
the most wonderful 
treasure you have. 
See it glowing very 
brightly inside your 

Treasure Chest.”  
God’s best gift to you 

is:  __ __ __ __   
Now write the word in 
big letters inside the 

Treasure Chest. 
OR 

Draw and colour 
many symbols for the 

Word. Glue them 
inside and round the 

Chest. 

 
Jesus often told us that we have many treasures given us 

by God … the earth, the animals, family and friends.  
“But the best of all treasures given to you is God’s Love!”  

God’s Love is always with you and within you. All God 
asks is that you -- share that love with others! 

 

Complete the lines by filling in the 
blanks with the correct words. If you 
need help go to the Good News Bible 

in Luke: 12: 32-33.  
"Do not be ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___, little flock, 
for your ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  is pleased to 
give you the ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  . Sell 

all your belongings and give the 
___  ___  ___  ___  ___  to the ___  ___  ___  ___  . 

Provide for yourselves ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

that don't wear out, and save your  
___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  in ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  . 

 

Jesus tells us it is important to build up 
treasures in heaven. Pray about what 
you will do this week. Finish the prayer. 

 
 
      Lord, help me to build my treasure in     
         heaven by sharing my love of you 
        with others. Help me this week to…  
        ________________________ 
       _________________________ 
     ___________________________  

G O D S S D T Y H A R E 
E S W I E T I S E H M S 
E K H H F R H A A N I I 
S I E S M A V A R E O W 
E N A G L A I A P F F M 
H G V N O V S T N P A E 
C D E I H S O T H T Y I 
I O N D E A M T E F S O 
R M S D A R O O P R U H 
A R E E R U S A E R T L 
M Y L W T R E H T A F O 
E R A H S E S R U P V E  
Find and Circle each Letter of the words.   

AFRAID FATHER KINGDOM POOR 
MONEY PURSES SERVANTS WISE 
RICHES     HEAVEN     HEART     WEDDING     SHARE 
MASTER    FEAST    FAITHFUL    HAPPY   TREASURE  
Find the sentence with the remaining letters. 

 
__ __ __       __ __ __ __ __ __       __ __ __ __     __ __ 

   
__ __ __      __ __ __ __ .      __ __      __      __ __      __ __     

   
__ __ __ __ __      __ __      __ __ __ __ . 
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Yesteryear: Images From Our Past

Prayer Time

Broome  
Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times: 
    Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
    Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am

BaLGo-KUTJUnGKa 
Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times:  
 Balgo:   Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
 Billiluna:  Sunday 4.00pm
 Mulan:   Sunday 10.00am

DamPier PeninsULa
Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hillary Rotich
Mass times:
 Beagle Bay:  Saturday 5.00pm Vigil
    Sunday 8.00am
 Lombadina:  Sunday 8.30am

DerBy
Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
 Derby:   Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
    Sunday 9.00am
 Fitzroy Crossing: 5.30pm 2nd & 4th  
    Sunday of month

HaLLs creeK
Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com 
Mass times: 
  2nd and 4th Sundays: 6pm
  1st and 3rd Sundays: 8.30am -   
  Liturgy of the Word and Communion

KaLUmBUrU
Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Nicholas Kipkemboi
Mass times: 
    Saturday 5.30pm Vigil 
    Sunday 7.00am

KUnUnUrra 
Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times: 
 Kununurra:  Sunday 8.30am
 Wyndham:  Sunday 5.00pm
 Warmun:  Monday 5.00pm

La GranGe-BiDyaDanGa 
Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Benny Calanza
Mass times:
    Sunday 9.00am

WynDHam
Refer Kununurra Parish

Bishop Jobst flying the Diocesan Plane, 1977. (Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives)

Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace, 
Saint Francis Prayer

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.  
O, Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
it is in dying that we are born again to eternal life.

Parish/Mass 
Centres
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At the recent ‘Peace March’ in Kalumburu, people gathered on the 

Church grounds, before walking together around the community to 

promote peace. (Photo: J Clift)

Bishop Christopher Saunders celebrated Aboriginal Sunday 
on 7 July with the Missa Kimberley at Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Cathedral in Broome. (Photo: A Rohr)

LEFT: Many a long 
necked tortoise 
frequents the fresh 
water ways of the 
Kimberley and 
thrives in the pristine 
environment of the 
untouched wilderness. 
Brody caught this one 
accidentally in the 
Ranges country and 
soon after released it 
into a beautiful pool on 
a remote river. 
(Photo: CAS)

RIGHT: Near the end of their 72 km 
journey from Carnot Bay to Beagle 
Bay, walking Pilgrims stood with the 
Kimberley World Youth Day Cross. 
(Photo:  M Nyman)

At the recent Back to Beagle Bay Pilgrimage, (from left) 
Ernie Sarah, Br Ludwig Gunther SAC and William Sarah 
enjoyed the opportunity to catch up after many years. 
Br Gunther worked in Beagle Bay in the 1970-80s and 
the Pilgrimage was his first trip back for several years. 
(Photo: A Rohr)


