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But blessed is the one who 
trusts in the Lord, whose 

confidence is in the Lord. You 
will be like a tree planted by 
water that sends out its roots 
by the stream. It does not fear 
when heat comes; its leaves are 
always green. It has no worries 
in a year of drought and never 

fails to bear fruit. 
Jeremiah 17:7-8

Our Moral Worth – 
Always Giving a Fair Go
The recent Federal election will long be 
remembered as a race between the major parties 
to occupy the lowest moral ground. The roll-out 
of get-tough proposals, enmeshed in party 
policies, regarding refugees and asylum seekers, 
saw the total absence of compassion as an 
accepted, and indeed essential, part of any border 
protection measures. While the world reels under 
the pressure of displaced peoples seeking a home 
in nations other than their own, Australia 
steadfastly refuses to be a significant part of the 
solution. The response of the major parties to the 
matter of boat people has been alarmingly 
simplistic and ruthless. To some degree it has 
rendered this nation a people now devoid of 
serious moral worth.

Three other important sectors of our society 
were mostly overlooked by the politicians in the 
recent advance to the polls. Remarkably, the 
media failed to put any real pressure on the 
principal parties regarding these sectors, content 
to let them go unnoticed and therefore excluded 
from earnest consideration of help from the 
public purse.

The unemployed on Newstart Allowance, 
struggling to survive on $35 a day, were simply 
ignored by the party leaders in any debate or 
policy revelations. How anyone could be expected 
to survive on such meagre means is beyond 
comprehension. Further, that our country’s 
leaders are content to allow just over one million 
people who receive employment related 
payments to wallow in such abject poverty 
warrants condemnation from any fair-minded 
Australian. Where now is our sense of a fair go?

The Aboriginal people of Australia also missed 
out on any serious consideration by the major 
parties. Any promises of fixing the problems of 

Aboriginal Australia without attention to life-
changing policies amounts to mere public 
posturing. The policy emphasis by both parties is 
concentrated on a bureaucratic service delivery 
model that is devoid of real consultation. It 
renders the challenge of community development 
and self determination and self management 
largely redundant.

Care for the aged and the provision of 
adequate services is a matter that received scant 
attention in the election debate. The urgency of 
instituting such care services lingers about us 
while present neglect in this area is so acutely 
obvious. It is, as one commentator put it, like a 
time bomb waiting to go off in Australian society. 
As the baby-boomers enter the age group where 
they require aged care and special services it is 
more obvious everyday that this sector is not 
coping with the growing demand and is 
becoming increasingly dysfunctional. Workers in 
Aged Care homes are among the most poorly 
paid in the nation’s labour force and little has 
been done to rectify this injustice. Rising capital 
and recurrent costs are simply not being met 
throughout the system at a sufficient rate to 
ensure that our aged people are properly cared 
for. 

If a civilization may be judged by the way it 
treats its most vulnerable members then there is 
good cause for us to be worried. Certainly none 
of these problem areas that have been 
highlighted will go away. It will take an attitude 
for change and a determination to bring it about 
to rectify these glaring wrongs that presently 
weigh heavily upon us. Our national sense of 
giving people a fair go needs to come into play 
without delay.

While in Broome Fr 
Tony Percy (L) and Fr 
John Greig (R) from the 
Seminary of the Good 
Shepherd in Sydney 
dropped by the Parish 
house to catch up with 
Fr Matthew Digges.

While in Broome
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When I decided that our schools would 
introduce the practice of daily praying the 
Angelus, I did so after having heard that 
other Dioceses had done the same thing 
in recent months, and they with great 
success. This devotion is really enjoyed by 
the students. Something that has 
surprised a few teachers. It is so simply 
structured and tells an earnest story about 
Mary and Jesus and about our faith. It is 
formative and worshipful. And happily 
the children love it.

I am impressed that most schools have 
put a great deal of effort into the teaching 
of this prayer. Accordingly, as you would 
expect, the best results in terms of 
students’ capacity to learn the devotion, 
have come from those schools who have 
invested the most time and effort. No 
surprise there. 

As the 4th Term approaches, I will take 
delight in visiting classrooms in our 
schools to share that prayer with our 
students. 

It is my hope that some students in our 
schools might introduce this prayer at 
home. Although it is traditionally said at 
midday or thereabouts there is no reason 
why it cannot be said at anytime. And 
why not as an evening prayer for the 

family together, after dinner, before 
bedtime?

There is an urgent need to restore 
prayer to its rightful place in our lives. It 
is a sad reality that too many of our 
families have stopped praying together. 
There is no connection between our lives 
and meaningful prayerful activity. When 
this is the case we forget to award God his 
rightful place in our world. Further, our 
attitude of reverence for God’s Creation is 
severely diminished and Human Life is 
less than sacred in this sad scenario. 

Prayer is not only the outcome of a 
meaningful relationship with God – it is 
at once that which helps bring this 
relationship to life, forms it, nurtures it 
and assists us in finding direction in our 
lives.

To do without prayer is to neglect 
endless opportunities to bring significant 
meaning to our lives. A prayerful life can 
transform our lives from a mundane 
existence into a more vibrant and fulfilled 
state in which we become more fully 
alive, more fully human; more what God 
has called us to be.

The Angelus, as a devotional prayer, 
introduces us into the mystery of the 
incarnation whereby God has entered so 

remarkably into human history and 
through Christ’s redemptive act “leads us 
out of darkness into his own wonderful 
light.” It is a precious insight. 

Like the Angelus other devotional 
prayers assist us to find common ground 
to praise and worship God. The hope is 
that they will also lead us into a never-
ending, always growing, deep loving 
personal relationship with God. 

Like any aspect of human living it 
requires effort to attain perfection in our 
prayer life. It is never too late for a family 
to begin praying together, to attempt to 
bring to perfection our worshipful 
conversation with God. Now is as good a 
time as any to start.

Viewpoint

Prayer and the Road to 
Human Perfection

Angelus
V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
 Hail Mary, full of grace,
 The Lord is with Thee;
 Blessed art thou among women,
 And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
 Holy Mary, Mother of God,
 Pray for us sinners,
 Now and at the hour of our death. Amen
V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R. Be it done unto me according to thy word.
 Hail Mary, etc.
V. And the Word was made Flesh.
R. And dwelt among us.
 Hail Mary, etc.

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

LET US PRAY

 Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into 
our hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ 
Thy Son was made known by the message of an angel, 
may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of 
His Resurrection. Through the same Christ Our Lord. 
Amen.

V. May the Divine Assistance remain always with us.
R. And the souls of the faithful departed though the mercy 

of God rest in peace. Amen.
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Office of Justice, 
Ecology and Peace

By Dr David Brennan, Editing and 
Publications Officer of the Australian 
Catholic Social Justice Council

Rose was born into 
a wealthy and 
politically influential 
family at Grenoble 
in France in 1769. 
From the time she 
was eight years old, 
she had a wish to 
spread the good 
news about Jesus in 
the Americas after 
hearing a Jesuit 
missionary talk 
about his 
work there. 

She was educated 
at home until she 
was twelve and was 
then sent for her 
religious education 
to the convent of the 
Visitation in 
Grenoble. As a 
youngster, there was 
nothing especially 
holy about Rose. In 
fact, she often did 
her best to get her 
own way with things 

by ordering everyone to do what she wanted. 
At school, her favourite subject was history and her interest in 

the Native Americans grew. At the age of seventeen, Rose entered 
the convent but was not able to take her final vows because the 
French Revolution broke out. During the Revolution the nuns were 
forced to close the convent and leave the country. Rose returned to 
live with her family where she remained for the next ten years, 
however she did not give up her dream to belong to Jesus. When 
the Revolution was over, she joined the newly formed order of the 
Religious of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (RSCJ). 

Sr Rose held on to her dream to be a missionary but it wasn’t 
until 1818 when at forty-nine that she was sent to the United States 
which at that time was still a mission country. She founded a 
boarding school for daughters of pioneers near St Louis and 
opened the first free school west of the Missouri. 

The work was difficult because of the various languages and 
customs of the people, but more so for Sr Rose, because her 
command of the English language was meagre. Despite the many 
difficulties, Sr Rose never lost her youthful enthusiasm and 
commitment. As she grew older, she became less authoritative and 
more gentle in her manner. 

At the age of seventy-one, she began a school for Indians, who 
soon came to call her “the woman who is always praying”. Her 
biographers have also stressed her courage in the frontier 
conditions, her single-mindedness in pursuing her dream of 
serving Native Americans, and her self-acceptance. 

St Rose Philippine 
Duchesne

Saint News

Born: 1769 
Died: 1852

After the battle, 
reconciliation
As I write this, the 2013 federal election has just been held and a 
new government is set to take office. It’s worth looking at the 
process from the perspective of Catholic teaching. 

Australia’s Catholic bishops issued a statement on the election 
and some of the issues that should be considered. The Australian 
Catholic Social Justice Council also issued a document supporting 
the bishops’ statement and focusing on some particular social 
justice issues. 

To quote from the ACSJC’s document: ‘As Christians, we are 
called to be informed, active participants in our society, to vote 
wisely and to have a special concern for the most vulnerable 
individuals and families.’

At the moment, we do not know exactly how the incoming 
government will respond to the needs of the ‘most vulnerable 
individuals and families’. There was not much concern shown for 
these groups during the election campaign or before it. 

Professor Jon Altman of the ANU’s Centre for Aboriginal 
Economic Policy Research pointed out that neither side had come 
to terms with the reality of poverty among Indigenous Australians. 
Both, he said, highlighted ‘individualism, market solutions, 
entrepreneurship and asset accumulation’ and emphasised the 
need for Indigenous people to ‘engage more thoroughly with the 
mainstream education system so as to be in a position to take on 
“real” jobs, whether such jobs exist locally or not.’

The previous government made clear it had no plans to improve 
the miserable allowance paid to unemployed people. On the 
contrary, it had been trying to move vulnerable people such as sole 
parents or people with disabilities onto the lower unemployment 
allowance.

There seems to have been a competition to see which side of 
politics could be more cruel to asylum seekers and refugees. The 
outgoing government told those arriving by boat that they would 
never be resettled in Australia and moved them straight into 
indefinite detention in other, poorer nations. Their opponents 
proposed to give Australia’s military the job of repelling boat people. 

They also plan to cut $4.5 billion from Australia’s foreign aid 
program over the next four years. As Caritas says, this is money that 
could save up to 450,000 lives.

Just before the election the UN said that 5000 people were 
fleeing the horrific violence in Syria every day. That makes the 
17,000 people who came to Australia last year seem a paltry 
number. We should be afraid for these people, not afraid of them. 

This campaign has been marked, even more than usual, by bitter 
and brutal language. The 2010 Social Justice Sunday Statement 
said: ‘Divisive political rhetoric and sensationalist broadcasting 
encourage fear, even hatred, which can paradoxically make us more 
tolerant of the violence we deplore.’ 

Irrespective of the result of the election, there is a concern that 
the campaign itself has done some harm to Australian society. 
Newly-elected leaders customarily say that it is time for 
reconciliation with their opponents. Perhaps there is a need for the 
whole political structure to reconcile with our society. 
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Briefly Speaking

Photo: CAS Photo: A Rohr Photo: J Grimson

Bishop Peter J Cullinane DD is 
the bishop emeritus of 
Palmerston north in new 
Zealand. bishop Cullinane was 
in broome recently to direct 
the Annual Clergy retreat.

Fr Jim Knight svd from Alice 
Springs and Santa teresa 
mission in the red Centre, 
visited the Kimberley in July 
and early August. fr Jim was 
present for the Sacred Heart 
of the Kimberley Pilgrimage, 
beagle bay, and also visited 
ringer Soak and Kalumburu 
on his travels throughout the 
Kimberley mission. 

Fr Kevin Matthews, an expert 
in Canon law, recently visited 
the Diocese of broome. While 
in broome fr Kevin assisted 
couples who needed to use 
the process or discuss 
questions about marriage and 
annulment in the church.

Sr Cynthia Griffin is a Sister of 
mercy from Adelaide, SA. She 
recently completed a term of 
pastoral work at Curtin 
Detention Centre, Derby. Sr 
Cynthia has been a regular 
visitor to balgo over a period of 
ten years, her first visit being in 
1971, when she assisted during 
her long holiday break, over 
the wet season.

New Kids on the Block

1

2

4 5

3

1. Aidan and Rose Mitchell of Broome with 
son Joseph. (Photo: A Rohr)

2. Anthea Moore of Warmun with her 
daughter Myria. (Photo: Sr J Murphy RSJ)

3. Pictured here in Broome is Larry Benning 
and son Jon. (Photo: CAS)

4. Young Daveohn and his mother, Elizika 
Puertollano, who were back in Broome 
for a short visit earlier in the year.  
(Photo: J Grimson)

5. Kylie McDonald from Ringer Soak with 
Rhy-Shaunti. (Photo: CAS)
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Caritas Australia Calls on New 
Government to Show Leadership 
and Reverse its Proposed Cuts 
to Foreign Aid

Caritas Australia, the Catholic Church’s 
international aid and development agency, 
welcomes the Coalition as it forms 
Government, but has urged the party to 
reverse its proposal to cut $4.5 billion from 
Australia’s foreign aid program over the 
next four years.

The proposed deep cuts to foreign aid 
were announced, just two days before the 
election, and will be used to pay for the 
nation’s roads.  
Caritas Acting CEO, Helen Forde, said the 
new Coalition government should also 
unveil exactly where the proposed cuts are 
coming from.

“Politicians continue to treat life-saving 
overseas aid dollars like a blank cheque to 
help balance the books for domestic 
policies and this is unacceptable,” Ms 
Forde said.

“Australia is a rich, prosperous nation 
with a strong economy, yet our nearest 
neighbours, in East and South East Asia 
and the Pacific account for about 20 per 
cent of the world’s poorest people.

“As a nation we are more than capable of 
continuing our commitment to the world’s 
poor and we call on Tony Abbott as the 
Prime Minister to reverse the proposal to 
cut $4.5 billion over the four years.

“We are saddened by the increasing habit 
of our political leaders in diverting and 
proposing cuts to our foreign aid budget to 
pay for their domestic policy costs such as 
processing asylum seekers and building 

better infrastructure like roads.”
Ms Forde said the proposed cuts would 

play havoc with Australia’s international 
reputation.

“During the last Federal Election, both 
major parties committed to reaching 0.5% 
of Gross National Income (GNI) by 2015, 
50 cents in every $100, to be spent on 
foreign aid,” Ms Forde said.

“In this election campaign, both major 
parties have backed away from this promise 
to the world’s poor. We would now like to 

know the timeframe for when the Coalition 
intends to meet its commitment.”

“We also currently hold the Presidency of 
the UN Security Council and will soon play 
a lead role globally when we chair the G20 
group. Our leaders are in an influential 
position to reach out to our neighbours 
with love and compassion, and not to be 
indifferent to the plight of the world’s most 
marginalised.”

Ms Forde said this $4.5 billion could save 
up to 450,000 lives.

Caritas Kimberley

www.caritas.com.au

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties 
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping, 
transport and grounds maintenance. 
In return for being part of the team we o�er accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a 
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered. 

WANTED: Volunteer Workers  KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

For further details and an application form 
please contact the co-ordinator: 
Phone: 08 9192 1060 
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org 
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725

Caritas is supporting Syrian refugees across Lebanon through Caritas Lebanon.
Photo: P Nicholson, Caritas Internationalis
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World Mission Month: 
Focus on Mongolia 
After decades of struggling in a 
communist ruled country it is only 
recently that the people of Mongolia, the 
world’s youngest Catholic Church, have 
had the opportunity to hear the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.

For Australian Catholic communities, it 
is hard to imagine life without Jesus 
Christ. Faith is a precious gift given to us 
by God. It is His goodness, His love, His 
salvation, that has brought us life.

This World Mission Month, we are 
invited by Pope Francis to live out and 
witness our faith, to proclaim the Gospel 
to those who do not yet know the Good 
News of Jesus Christ, including the people 
of Mongolia and other emerging churches 
around the world. 

One family that is grateful for the Good 
News is Gantulga, his wife Uurtsaikh and 
their children. The family first heard 
about the Catholic Church when they 
moved to Arvaiheer, a rural town 440km 
from the country’s capital Ulaanbaatar, 
after losing their livestock to one of the 
country’s harsh winters. 

At the time, Gantulga struggled with 
personal problems but, after attending 
mass and other activities run by the local 
Catholic Church, he was able to resolve 
them. Today, he is not only a better father 
and husband, but has also emerged as a 
community leader, helping others in need.

“There is a positive influence of the 
Church here in this whole community,” 
Gantulga says. “Their lives have been 
changing for the better, and you feel that 
there is change. There is more joy and 
happiness around us, and there has been 
a big change in the lives of many people.”

But while Gantulga’s life has changed 
for the better, many other Mongolians 
continue their lives without hearing the 
Good News. By supporting Catholic 
Mission’s World Mission Month appeal, 
you’ll be helping to build the Kingdom of 
God in the world’s most remote areas.

Gantulga and Uurtsaikh with their children in a Mongolian ger tent. (Photo: Catholic Mission)

catholicmission.org.au/rescue
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Kimberley Community Profile  
– Winner Best Social Justice Coverage
The Kimberley Community Profile took out 
the award for Best Social Justice Coverage 
at the 2013 Australasian Catholic Press 
Association Awards held in Melbourne.

The prize was awarded to the Office of 
Justice Ecology and Peace column written 
by Dr David Brennan, the Editing and 
Publications Officer of the Australian 
Catholic Social Justice Council.

CITATION:
Best social Justice Coverage

WINNeR:
Kimberley Community Profile 
Office of Justice, ecology and Peace

Dr David Brennan
This series of articles analysed a number 

of significant and contemporary social 
justice issues. They were engaging, clear, 
moving - without being emotional; factual, 
stimulating and successful in highlighting 
the impact of systems on individuals. 
Within a half page of writing, the articles 
covered the issues in a highly readable, 
succinct, thought-provoking and 
informative manner. They drew on 

appropriate resources, were free of political 
ideology and underlined the relevance of 
Gospel values, Catholic Social Teaching and 
local Church leaders. They help to provide 

a solid basis for any activist or advocate 
prepared to accept the challenge of taking 
on the prophetic role Christians are called 
upon to play in modern society.

Anneliese Rohr accepting the Award from Bishop Vincent Long OFMConv.  
(Photo: G Morgan)

Seasons for Healing
Edna Skeen, Freda Carter and Jane Long participated in the 
Seasons for Healing Program held at the Convent in Halls Creek. 
This program helps the participant on their journey through grief 
and loss.

The women enjoyed the four sessions and while there were parts 
that were difficult they were able to work through the program and 
even enjoy learning what the program offered. "We enjoyed each 
others company and now we can keep helping our little grannies." 
The women shared from their years of experience which allowed 
for mutual learning.

LIFE – It is sacred

Unborn baby. 19 weeks. 
Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi rsj
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Vatican City,  
(Zenit.org) Kathleen Naab 

Francis is again calling the 
faithful to be bold in 
proclaiming the Gospel, 
countering any claim that 
publicly witnessing to Christ 
is an assault on others’ 
freedom.

The Pope said this in his 
message for World Mission 
Day.

World Mission Day falls 
this year on 20 October and 
it will bring to a close the 
Year of Faith initiated by 
Benedict XVI.

In the message, Francis called faith “God’s precious gift” and 
said that it is “not reserved for a few but offered with generosity.”

“Everyone should be able to experience the joy of being loved 
by God, the joy of salvation,” he said. 

This gift cannot be kept to oneself, the Pontiff continued, 
saying that the “strength of our faith, at a personal and 
community level, can be measured by the ability to communicate 
it to others, to spread and live it in charity, to witness to it before 
those we meet and those who share the path of life with us.”

“Each community is therefore challenged, and invited to make 
its own, the mandate entrusted by Jesus to the Apostles, to be his 
‘witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria and to 
the ends of the earth’ (Acts 1:8) and this, not as a secondary 
aspect of Christian life, but as its essential aspect: we are all 
invited to walk the streets of the world with our brothers and 
sisters, proclaiming and witnessing to our faith in Christ and 
making ourselves heralds of his Gospel,” the Pope stated.

Francis commented on an obstacle to evangelization that 
comes from the idea that “proclaiming the truth of the Gospel 
means an assault on freedom.”

Quoting Paul VI in Evangelii Nuntiandi, he said: “It would be 
... an error to impose something on the consciences of our 
brethren. But to propose to their consciences the truth of the 
Gospel and salvation in Jesus Christ, with complete clarity and 
with total respect for free options which it presents ... is a tribute 
to this freedom.”

The Bishop of Rome also mentioned in his message those 
who “experience difficulty in openly professing their faith and in 
enjoying the legal right to practice it in a worthy manner.”

“They are our brothers and sisters, courageous witnesses -- 
even more numerous than the martyrs of the early centuries -- 
who endure with apostolic perseverance many contemporary 
forms of persecution,” he said. “Quite a few also risk their lives 
to remain faithful to the Gospel of Christ. I wish to reaffirm my 
closeness in prayer to individuals, families and communities 
who suffer violence and intolerance, and I repeat to them the 
consoling words of Jesus: “Take courage, I have overcome the 
world.’”'yes' to Love, I say 'no' to non-Love, but the 'no' is a 
consequence of that 'yes' that comes from God and makes 
us love."

Vatican Dossier
Pope: Proclaiming the Gospel 
Not an Assault on Freedom

Earlier this year, long time Broome resident Kate Kane became an 
Australian citizen. The ceremony hosted by Broome Shire 
President Graeme Campbell was Broome’s biggest ever 
citizenship ceremony.

Kate works in the library at Notre Dame University’s Broome 
campus while her husband Brian is the Religious Education 
Coordinator at St Mary’s College.

(L-R) Sr Philomena Hockings ssjg, Kate Kane, Brian Kane and Sr Leone 
Collins ssjg. (Photo: Fr E Cerutti)

Yesteryear: Images From Our Past

Joseph Dugal, Lombadina 1960  
(Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives)
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Ingredients:

 500 g skinless chicken thighs diced
 1 chorizo sausage diced
 2 cups long grain rice
 1 onion finely diced
 2 tbls oil
 2 chicken stock cubes
 1 cup frozen peas
 4 cups hot water

Method:

1. Heat oil in a frypan and add diced 
onion and chorizo. Fry until the onion 
is transparent

2. Add diced chicken and fry until lightly 
browned

3 Dissolve the stock cubes in the hot 
water.

4. Add rice to the frypan and pour over 
water and stock mixture. Stir.

5. Place lid on frypan and simmer over a 
low heat until the rice is tender.

6. Add peas and wait until they are 
heated.

7. When all the stock has been absorbed 
remove the frypan from the heat.

8. Serve in a large bowl and garnish with 
capsicum if desired.

Macrotis lagotis

The Greater Bilby (Macrotis lagotis), is 
often referred to simply as the bilby since 
the lesser bilby (Macrotis leucura) became 
extinct in the 1950s.

The bilby is a marsupial mammal which 
belongs to the bandicoot family and is about 
the size of a rabbit.

They have large ears, a silky light grey 
and white coat, and a long, black and white 
crested tail. Bilbies have a long pointed 
snout and a well-developed sense of smell 
to help them find food.

The famous large ears of the bilby are 
hairless and help them listen for predators 
and their strong front paws help them dig 
their burrows and find food.

Like all marsupials, 
the female bilby has a 
pouch in which she 
carries her young. 
Bilbies normally have 
one or two young at a 
time, although their 
pouches have eight 
nipples. The pouch is 
backward opening for 
easy entry and escape. 
Bilbies breed at any time 
throughout the year, as 
long as food is plentiful.

Bilbies live in 
underground burrows 
that spiral to about three 

metres long and two metres deep. They 
come out under cover of darkness to find 
food. The burrow protects them from the 
scorching outback sun and predators. 

The bilby’s predators include goannas, 
cats, foxes, dingoes, snakes, large birds and 
large night birds of prey.

You will find bilbies in isolated arid and 
semi-arid areas in Western Australia, the 
Northern Territory and Queensland. 

After dark, the bilby leaves the protection 
of the burrow to eat plant seeds, fruits, 
honey ants, grubs, bulbs, termites, insects, 
fungi and spiders. Like the Australian koala, 
bilbies get most of their water from the food 
they eat.

Because biblies sift through dirt to find 
seeds, fruits and bulbs to eat, they digest a 
lot of soil. In fact, 20-90% of their waste is 
made up of dirt!

Of the six bandicoot species that once 
lived in the arid and semi-arid areas of 
Australia, only the bilby is left. Because of 
this, it is very important that we do all we 
can to make sure we don’t lose the last of 
our Australian bilbies.

Kimberley Wild

Kimberley Kitchen

Photo: http://www.flickr.com/photos/49978599@N00/475450161/

(L-R) Jarvis Long, Margaret Fitzgerald 
and Dustin Penn. (Photo: CAS)

Chicken and Chorizo Paella

Greater Bilby

BIshop Saunders was lucky to enjoy this recipe cooked by the 
students at Luurnpa Catholic School in Balgo on a recent visit.
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Sr Antonio –  
Leader Into the Unknown 
(Part 1) 
In 1907 Sr Antonio led a small band of 
Sisters of St John of God to an uncertain 
future in the North West, which at that time 
was a practically unknown country to most 
people in the South of the State. These 
women struggled against harsh conditions, 
illness, and exile to stay in the Kimberley and 
work with Aboriginal and mixed-race people. 
Antonio had started something that would 
outlast the pearling industry, the blatant 
racial discrimination, the hostility of the 
State Government, the White Australia Policy 
and the scourge of leprosy, which was about 
to sweep through the Kimberley in a terrible 
wave of new suffering that would last for 
decades.

Born Bridget Mary O’Brien in 
Ennistymon, County Clare Ireland in 1859, 
Sr Antonio witnessed the wretchedness of 
the poor, the deprived and the down-trodden 
in post-famine Ireland. As a young woman 
of nineteen she joined the recently-formed 
Congregation of Infirmarians (Sisters of St 
John of God). In those early years Antonio 
experienced the value of discipline, 
endurance, limitations of obedience and the 
dynamics of inter-personal relationships. 

In 1895 she volunteered for mission work 
in Australia and in 1896 began nursing in 
the goldfields of Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie 
where she remained for nine years. It 
followed that, in 1906 when she heard the 
request from Bishop Matthew Gibney for a 
female religious order to establish work in 
Beagle Bay Mission with Aboriginal women 
and children, she felt obliged to respond.

Antonio faced two major obstacles even 
before she set off. Firstly, public opinion was 
against the project which would see female 
religious go to the Kimberley. Secondly, her 
colleagues in the Subiaco community were 
deeply opposed to the establishment of a 
major commitment in the north-west. 
Undaunted, Antonio took the opportunity to 
accompany a sick sister back to Ireland and 
while there personally recruited five young 
Irish women who were joined later by a 
young woman from Perth. The group rose to 
nine when Srs Bernardine Green and 
Benedict Courtney, who had both worked 
with Antonio in the Goldfields, volunteered 
from the Subiaco community.

The Mother Superior at Wexford had 

given the missionary branch her formal 
blessing but insisted it must be completely 
self-supporting and separate from the main 
body of the Order. Antonio’s deep faith and 
apostolic zeal made up for the lack of 
experienced religious women and the usual 
formal Church structure. 

The group set sail on board the Bullara on 
Trinity Sunday June 1907 with the Gospel 
reading for the day being Go, teach all 
nations. After calling in to all ports along the 
coast, they arrived at the entrance to Beagle 
Bay. To reach the Mission, Sisters transferred 
first to the Mission lugger, then into a small 
dinghy before they landed on the beach 
where Antonio knelt down and fervently 
kissed the soil of her new home. Paddy 
Djiagween described this as an act of 
dedication to his country and its people. 
(Durack p. 191) 

The sisters, relieved to see an end to their 
long journey, hurried to put their luggage 
onto the wagon only to be told ‘stores first — 
hand luggage only this trip.’ After a rough 
ride to the Mission they were welcomed by 
the whole population in full regalia; several 
priests and ten brothers in habits and 
burettas, boys in cassocks and surplices, 
warriors flourishing spears (terrifying one 
sister) and women with screaming babies. 
Later came a community dinner where beer 
and wine were served but the tea they longed 
for did not appear. Exhausted they spent the 
first night fighting off mosquitoes and frogs. 

The very next day, Antonio led the group 
to begin making relationships with the 
people of Beagle Bay. Sisters’ memoirs tell us 
that not only did they provide all the 
teaching, nursing, sewing, cooking, doing 
the laundry for the entire community but 
they also looked after the girls dormitory and 
a range of pastoral duties. Sr Antonio visited 
the camp each day, getting to know the 
people and learning their ways.

Within the first year at Beagle Bay, 
Antonio took up the cause of the women 
when she challenged the official policy on 
marriages. She wrote to the Chief Protector 
of Aborigines (51986): Another matter to 
which I wish to draw your attention is the fact 
that our half caste girls, will be forced into lives 
of immorality if the Government Officials persist 
in not allowing them to be married to the 

Aboriginals. The ‘Law’ as far as I know does not 
forbid it; then why should Officials? The ‘Law’ I 
believe prohibits their Marriage with Asiatics, 
then what resource is left to them, but a life of 
frightful immorality. In consideration of this 
fact, will you, sir, in the cause of justice and 
humanity, send your permission for the 
marriage of two parties in this Mission (names 
given). 

Antonio was aware of the huge 
responsibility that had been placed on her 
when she led her little band into the 
unknown at Beagle Bay Mission. After 
almost twelve months she had no 
independent means to care for the personal 
needs of her Sisters, to provide for those who 
were sick and to train new recruits. She 
could not fulfil her leadership obligations to 
provide for the Sisters. Action was needed so 
she obtained free passage on Captain Owen’s 
schooner and set off with Sr Benedict 
Courtney to the nearest commercial town of 
Broome. 

TO BE CONTINUED…

Bibliography
SSJG Heritage Centre, Broome
M. Durack, The Rock and the Sand,  
(Corgi London 1971)

Church of the Kimberley – Heroes in Faith

Sr Antonio O’Brien on her Day of Profession 
10 November 1880, Wexford Ireland. She is 
dressed in the original habit of the Order. (Photo: 
Courtesy SSJG Heritage Centre)
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Madge Yau 
By Nicola Kalmar

Margaret (Madge) Yau was six years old 
when World War II broke out. 

She has no recollection of that 
devastating chapter in history as a small 
child growing up in Beagle Bay except for a 
vivid memory of roaring aircrafts flying 
overhead.

The noise of the engines used to signal a 
warning for the people below.

“We used to hear the planes. We knew 
planes were flying over us and we used to 
run, anytime of the day or night.”

But even as she recalls those frantic 
moments, Madge doubts she understood 
the gravity of the situation at the time, and 
as a young child, soon immersed herself 
again in childhood play. 

This is one of myriad memories she has 
growing up in Beagle Bay.

This senior Yawuru woman was one of 
13 siblings born to Phillipina and Aloysius 
‘Louis’ Dolby who inherited a rich 
multicultural heritage of Aboriginal, 
Scottish and Asian descent.

She was named after an Irish nun and 
was baptised hours after her birth, paving 
the way for a strong and lifelong 
connection with the Catholic faith.

As a child growing up in the mission, 
one of her fondest memories was playing 
on the beach, collecting seashells as she 
waited for her father, a worker on a pearl 
lugger, to return home.

While she grew up in the convent, 
Madge learned from the nuns and spent 
time with her parents after school, often 
visiting her father at his workshop while he 
undertook carpentry.

As the war came to an end in 1945, so 
did Madge’s time in Beagle Bay. In that 
same year, she was transported in the back 
of an old truck to Broome. She was 12 years 
old at the time. 

The transition heralded a life-changing 
moment, and unbeknown to her at the 
time, Broome would become the place she 
would call home for the rest of her life.

At 18, she met her future husband, Yau 
Hung Tai (John), a hard-hat pearl diver. 
They married in the Catholic Church, with 
Fr McMahon leading the ceremony. Madge 
and John went on to raise nine children.

Madge and John bought old Diamond 
Jack’s house, across from the courthouse, 
and settled there with their children.

In those days, Madge fondly remembers 
a tremendous community spirit around 
town.

“We were just part of the community; 
whatever happened, we were all part of it,” 
she said.

“We were just like one big family.”
Madge said she enjoyed bringing up her 

children in Broome and instilled many 
qualities in them, including keeping them 
“grounded.” 

She has since welcomed the addition of 
new generations to her family including 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Over the years, Madge has devoted her 
time caring and giving back to the 
community as well as maintaining a deep 
connection with the church.

In 2000, she embarked on a memorable 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

Madge has been a passionate supporter 
of local women in the community as one of 
the directors of the Yawuru Jarndu 
Aboriginal Corporation – a resource centre 
for Aboriginal women.

In recognition of her tremendous work 
in the community, Madge was appointed 
this year’s Shinju Matsuri Festival patron, 
an honour she humbly received.

People Stories

Photo: N Kalmar
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Vanessa Cox (L) and Zarita Williams manage the 
business of the busy Beagle Bay Store which itself 
was of great assistance to the recent Sacred Heart 
of the Kimberley Pilgrimage.
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Fifty years ago, Pope John XXIII issued his 
last social encyclical Peace on Earth. The 
scope of his call for world peace was wide-
ranging – encompassing all aspects of 
society, from the relationships between 
individual citizens to the interaction of 
nation states on the world stage.

Pope John provided a blueprint for a 
peaceful society based on the human rights 
of each citizen and the good of society as a 
whole. He emphasised the primary 
responsibility of governments to ensure the 
‘right to live’ through entitlement to ‘the 
means necessary for the proper 

development of life, particularly food, clothing, shelter, 
medical care, rest, and finally, the necessary social 
services’. The standard of governance could be judged 
in terms of the support offered when people faced 
crises like ill health, disability, enforced unemployment 
and deprivation. 1

Adequately addressing the needs of vulnerable 
individuals and families is a particular requirement of 
good government. While the primary focus must be the 
common good of all – ‘without favouring any citizen or 
category of citizen’ – Pope John raised a vital 
qualification:

... considerations of justice and equity can at times 
demand that those in power pay more attention to the 
weaker members of society, since these are at a disadvantage 
when it comes to defending their own rights and asserting 
their legitimate interests.2

In 1963, Pope John foresaw social and economic 
challenges relating to technology and changed 
production methods that would require social security 
that ensures vulnerable members of society a decent 
standard of living.3 Two decades later, as the impact of 
global economic recessions and industrial restructuring 
had taken hold, Pope John Paul II added emphasis to 
the obligation on government to provide adequate 

income support:
[it] is a duty springing from the fundamental principle of 

the moral order ... namely the principle of the common use 
of goods or, to put it another and still simpler way, the right 
to life and subsistence. 4

On this Feast Day of St Joseph the Worker, let us 
consider the circumstances of those who are seeking 
work but are forced to rely on income support 
Allowances that drive individuals and families into 
poverty.

Poverty level payments
Over 800,000 Australians struggle to survive on 

employment-related Allowance payments. The majority 
receive the Newstart Allowance. The single rate of 
payment is less than $250 per week, or $35 a day. The 
Australian Council of Social Service estimates that 
people who are unemployed are five times more likely 
than other Australians to be in poverty. This is partly a 
result of the low levels of Allowance, which for single 
adults is well below the poverty line.5

Up to 80 per cent of Allowance recipients each year 
experience three or more indicators of financial stress, 
such as lacking finances for emergencies, being unable 
to pay utility bills, or going further into debt.6 Around 
17 per cent of households reliant on Allowances are 
going without meals just to make ends meet, and some 
agencies report that as many as half the recipients they 
assist are going without food.7 Increasingly it is 
Australia’s charities that have been picking up the 
pieces for a social security system that is now failing 
the fundamental test of getting food on the table.

The system fails in two ways. Allowances have failed 
to keep pace with community living standards and have 
become less adequate over time as the growth in 
average wages has outpaced consumer price increases. 
Newstart has not been increased since 1994 and is 
indexed to the Consumer Price Index. Pensions 

Time for a New Start: A call to 
increase allowance payments
A Pastoral Letter for the Feast of St Joseph the Worker, 1 May 2013
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received a substantial increase in 2009 and are more 
favourably indexed to average weekly earnings. In 
effect, the value of the Allowance has been frozen for 
two decades and the single rate is now $150 per week 
lower than the pension.8

The second failure relates to the nature of the 
payment. It was designed at a time when full 
employment was the norm and periods of 
unemployment were brief. Long term unemployment 
is now a significant feature of the labour market and, 
in a high- employment environment, those remaining 
on benefits for long periods tend to experience higher 
levels of disadvantage. Over 60 per cent of Newstart 
recipients have been on the payment for more than 
one year and 20 per cent for five years or more.9 The 
payment was designed to tide ‘job-ready’ people over 
brief spells between jobs, but it is now woefully 
inadequate.

Growing ranks of desperation
It is a concern, therefore, that successive 

governments have been shifting increasing numbers of 
pensioners onto lower paying Allowances. Following 
the introduction of the Welfare to Work policy of 2006, 
there has been an emphasis on transferring parents 
with young children and people with disabilities onto 
Newstart. There is nothing wrong with encouraging 
people into the labour market if real opportunities exist 
that will improve social and economic wellbeing. What 
is wrong is the inadequacy of the payment.

There are 100,000 people with disabilities who have 
been assessed as having a partial capacity to work. With 
tougher impairment tables for the assessment of 
eligibility for Disability Support Pension, people who 
have disabilities now represent 20 per cent of all 
Newstart recipients.10 In a labour market where 
jobseekers living with disabilities have only half the 
chance of their non-disabled counterparts of finding 
employment,11 it is likely a significant number will 
languish on Newstart for long periods.

Increasing numbers of parents with young children 
have also been forced onto Newstart. As part of the 
Welfare to Work policy, around 45,000 parents have 
already been moved from Parenting Payment to the 
Allowance. The decision last year to shift all single 
parents off Parenting Payment when their youngest 
child turns eight means, from January 2013, an 
additional 80,000 are moving to the lower rate and 
facing cuts of between $60 to $110 per week.12

Those drafting the 2012 Fair Incentives to Work Bill 
maintained that the human rights of these recipients 
would not be infringed, since they could apply for 

alternative payments such as Newstart.13 But 
Parliament’s own Joint Committee on Human Rights 
and the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Extreme 
Poverty and Human Rights have voiced concerns that 
the treatment of single parents could contravene the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights – particularly the rights to social 
security (article 9) and an adequate standard of living 
(article 11).

These concerns relate not just to the treatment of a 
particular category of client. They call into question the 
very capacity of Allowance payments to meet basic 
living costs related to essential health care, basic 
shelter, utilities and food.14

Time for a New Start
It has long been the position of policy-makers that 

the low rate of Newstart is consistent with community 
expectations and is functioning as an incentive for 
labour market participation.15 This rationale suggests 
that, beyond any worthwhile assistance gained through 
labour market and training programs, the low 
payment, flanked by a tough compliance regime, will 
create a strong work incentive.

This logic is being challenged by charities and 
community services, trade unions, labour market 
economists and business leaders. Far from being an 
incentive, it has become a barrier to work. For many, 
the payment does not cover significant costs related to 
job search and circumstances of financial stress 
regularly detract from seeking employment and 
preparing for interviews. As stated by the Chief 
Executive of the Business Council of Australia:

The point that I, and other employers, have tried to 
make is that entrenching people into poverty by expecting 
them to live on $35 a day is not a pathway back into 
employment.16

The Newstart Allowance is set so low that even an 
increase of $50 per week would only raise its value to 
half the minimum wage – hardly a disincentive to 
finding work.

The government can introduce a whole range of 
incentives and programs to encourage people into the 
labour market, but the immediate priority must be an 
increase in payments. It is time for a ‘new start’ – one 
that focuses first on the adequacy of Newstart and 
other Allowance payments before there is any 
consideration of the ‘incentivisation’ of recipients.

Over the past two decades, agencies like Catholic 
Social Services Australia and St Vincent de Paul have 
seen the value of Allowance payments fall. They have 
been at the forefront of efforts to convince 
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parliamentarians on both sides of politics of the need 
to treat our disadvantaged brothers and sisters more 
fairly. They are advocating for:

•  an increase to the base rate of Newstart and 
other Allowances by $50 per week.

•  the indexation of Allowance payments to 
average wages. 

•  the establishment of an independent 
commission to set benchmarks of adequacy 
related to a standard of living below which no 
citizen should fall.

Remember those words of Blessed Pope John XXIII – 
‘considerations of justice and equity can at times 
demand that those in power pay more attention to the 
weaker members of society’.

For the welfare of citizens enduring great hardship 
and for the common good, now is such a time.

– Most Rev. Christopher Saunders, DD, Bishop of Broome, 
Chairman, Australian Catholic Social Justice Council
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A summary of the reflection given by Fr 
Mathew Digges during the PIlgrim Mass  - 
Sunday 21 July 2013 

Over the last few days it has been my 
privilege to have walked here to Beagle Bay 
with a group of wonderful people. On 
Tuesday the walking pilgrims, people from 
all parts of the Diocese of Broome, and a 
few from further afield, gathered in 
Broome. We gathered with some 
trepidation, as what we were about to 
attempt had not been done before, at least 
not in the memory of anyone alive. Even 

though it had been scoped and tested, we were a bit 
unsure of ourselves and each other.

As we drove through the dense scrub to our starting 
point at Carnot Bay we started to soak up the country 
and develop a feel for the walk ahead. At Carnot 
Springs we camped on the salt marsh and met our ever 
present pilgrimage friends, the mosquitoes, which 
were particularly savage the first night. Around the fire 
there was a chance to share among ourselves. Why 
were we here? Wasn’t this all a bit silly? Would we 
make it? Would the person sitting beside me make it? 
At this stage most of us could not say exactly why we 
wanted to be there, but we had a general idea. This was 
an adventure unique because it was firstly spiritual and 
then physical. The country through which we would 
walk was alive and beautiful. The goal of our 
pilgrimage was the heart of the faith in the Kimberley: 
commonly called the Sacred Heart of the Kimberley. 

Most of us like noise and distraction. On our 
pilgrimage there were no phones and no ipods. We 
began the first day of walking in prayer, and then I 
asked that there be silence for half an hour, thinking 
that would be about as much as we could stand! So we 
set out across the marsh, past the springs and heading 
for the ti-tree horizon. An hour later we passed the 
fence that Br Henry and the men built in 1935 and we 
were still quiet: The silence of pilgrimage had 
overtaken us! 

This atmosphere of recollection was to stay with us 
all morning as we walked through the bush, prayed the 
rosary together, and finally emerged from the bush for 
our lunch on the coastal cliff top at Red Bluff. The 
afternoon saw us climbing down onto the beach, 
clambering over the rocks and through the cave at 
Tjibbinj, out onto the beach and Monbon for the last 
8km to finish the first day. On the beach, eleven year 

old Leroy, the youngest of our group, was spread out in 
exhaustion, but soon perked up for the final surge. 
Though exhausted, we all swam in the creek, shared 
stories and then, most importantly, brought the whole 
day to Mass which was celebrated sitting on the sand 
next to the fire. The Nyul Nyul rangers provided lots of 
fresh mud crabs for our supper. The next morning, our 
legs were not as keen to move, but the country called 
us on to Beagle Bay. 

At the start of each day or after each break we sang. 
One of the songs was called “Ultreia”, a traditional 
song of pilgrims on the camino to Compostela in 
Spain. It was a bit strange to be singing medieval Latin 
in Djabadjaba and Nyulnyul country, but it connected 
us with the previous celebrations at Beagle Bay, where 
local people would lead the singing in German, Latin 
and Nyulnyul! The bush resounded with our varied 
voices singing: ‘Ultreïa! Ultreïa! Et sus eia! Deus adjuva 
nos!’ Upward! Upward! And onward! God help us! By 
the second day we started to really mean the words.

It was an adventure to be sure. On the outside it 
seems that all the adventure was physical: the track or 
lack of, the heat, mozzies, water, joking (with some 
seriousness) about crocodiles, blisters and aches were 
all real and make for a good story. The interior story is 
harder to speak about but far more significant. 

The silence of the country allowed us to open 
ourselves up to God. Our days were filled with 
reflective appreciation of the country we were gently 
touching. The walking pace allowed us to listen to God 
and his call. On the first night some pilgrims were able 
to share their reasons for being on the pilgrimage, but 
most could not put it in words. As we neared Beagle 
Bay those reasons became clearer and started to 
include the struggles of those we were to meet at the 
end. We slowly became aware that many who could not 
walk with us were uniting themselves to us in prayer.

On the last day it all came together. Many of you 
here today joined the walk from Bishop’s Well to 
Sacred Heart Church. We carried the World Youth Day 
Legacy Cross, recalling the massive gathering with the 
Holy Father in Rio which is taking place at the same 
time. We walked behind flags representing the 
pilgrims: Australian, Aboriginal, Kimberley, Catholic. 
We have finally gathered in this church, which 
represents the cradle of faith in the Kimberley, to 
celebrate Mass and ask God’s guidance on the road 
ahead. 

From the Sacred Heart of the Kimberley may God 
continue to guide our pilgrimage of life!

Ultreia at Suseia!  
Upward and Onward!

By Fr Matthew Digges

Back To Beagle Bay - A Pilgrimage To The Sacred Heart of the Kimberley 20 - 21 July 2013
Walk To Beagle Bay 16 - 20 July 2013
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Back to Beagle Bay
A Pilgrimage to the Sacred 
Heart of the Kimberley

The walking pilgrims were eager to start their 
journey as they departed Broome for Carnot Bay 
in troppies. (L-R) David, Clare, and Leroy Pigram, 
Danuta Sedrak and Jesse Pigram. (Photo: A Rohr)

While in Beagle Bay, Jane Gallagher (L) 
from Kalumburu took the opportunity 
to catch up with Tom Vigilante and his 
son Anjo from Broome. (Photo: A Rohr)

(L-R) Oseyahn Monck-O’Meara, 
Quarnah Chatanalgi, Melinda Councillor 
and Lily Lawrence from Sacred Heart 
School in Beagle Bay pictured waiting 
for the walking pilgrims to arrive in 
Beagle Bay. (Photo: J Grimson)

Mary O’Rerri, from Billard 
Community, pictured 
with Bishop Saunders, 
offering her welcome to 
the assembled pilgrims 
outside the Sacred Heart 
Church in Beagle Bay. 
(Photo: M Pepper)

Nyul Nyul traditional owner Stephen Victor 
and Djaba Djaba traditional owner Cissy 
Djiagween leading the pilgrims to Sacred 
Heart Church in Beagle Bay. (Photo: L Grant)
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Au Revoir to the Accidental Academic 
and Social Justice Champion 

By Matthew Hill

Former Deputy Head of Campus Professor 
Neil Drew completed his secondment to 
The University of Notre Dame Australia 
Broome Campus in July this year and 
returned to Fremantle Campus to take up 
his professorial teaching and research role 
in the School of Arts and Sciences. 

Aside from his role on Campus, where 
we had been used to seeing a flash of white 
hair moving with a boundless and youthful 
energy that belies his years, Neil’s long 
standing deep commitment and passion 
for social justice and working with 
Aboriginal communities has been evident 
to all. This passion and commitment in the 
Kimberley region began through his work 
with the Wundargoodie Aboriginal Youth 
and Community Well Being programme 
that he helped to establish with Colin and 
Maria Morgan while he was Dean of the 
School of Arts & Sciences on Fremantle 
Campus. Neil, unashamedly proud of his 
work here in the Kimberley, reflected on 
this programme and said that “the greatest 
thing about this particular project is that 
we were invited to come into the 
community and help establish, together 
with elders and community leaders, the 
program. The relationships and sharing 

that I experienced with the people there is 
the one of the many great gifts from the 
region that I take away with me”.

In August 2009, Neil joined the Broome 
Campus as Deputy Head of Campus where 
he worked tirelessly meeting a variety of 
academic and Campus services demands. 
His ability to listen intently and offer 
constructive feedback was valued by staff 
and students alike. While Neil’s time in 
Broome and the Kimberley over the last 
four years was his greatest immersion in 
regional and Aboriginal teaching and 
research throughout his long career, the 
unassuming psychologist is clear that there 
was a long road leading here. He recalled 
that he “was what they call an accidental 
academic. In the late 1970’s I left school 
early and worked in various jobs – as a 
records clerk in a large hospital, a labourer 
and even a Pizza restaurant waiter”. With 
an inclination to the humanities, Neil 
applied to various universities as a mature 
age student but was “quite rightly knocked 
back by all of them!” 

In desperation he called James Cook 
University in Far North Queensland, where 
they gave him half a chance; “They 
basically said if you can be here by Tuesday 
we will give you a place!” So began Neil’s 
journey into academic life, which saw him 
eventually excelling in his studies, (putting 
this down to the advantage of experiencing 
the work force and being a bit older prior 
to going to University). In his early career 
working with disadvantaged youth and 
prisoners, of which a large percentage were 
Indigenous, Neil came into contact with a 
number of Indigenous community 
programmes in Far North Queensland and 
in particular, with a man who he describes 
as an important mentor - Torres Strait 
Islander social worker John Whop. Neil 
recalled that “this was the early 1980’s so 
the situation facing many Indigenous 
communities was worse than today. I saw 
in John a great passion and sincerity to 
help his people and witnessed firsthand the 
success of community based programmes 
where ownership was taken by all 
members of the community.” Later, now in 
Western Australia and at the University of 

Western Australia where he was employed 
as Director of the Department of Regional 
Development, Neil was involved in various 
state and regional strategies focusing on 
Indigenous leadership where he “was 
fortunate to be able to continue my 
bourgeoning interest in Aboriginal issues 
and justice.” In due course, Neil was 
offered a position at The University of 
Notre Dame Australia Fremantle Campus.

As they say the rest is history. After a 
number of years down south, the 
opportunity arose for Neil to join the 
Broome Campus where he felt ‘the red dirt 
between his toes’ – not surprisingly he 
leapt at this chance to work on the Campus. 
During the past four years, he did not 
waste one minute of his time in the 
Kimberley. When I asked him what drives 
his deep passion, he remarked: “growing 
up, and early in my career, I just couldn’t 
understand the depth of antipathy and 
racism against Aboriginal people. While 
things have changed there is still much 
work to be done”. You don’t often meet 
many truly ethical people in your life time – 
Professor Neil Drew is one of them.

Notre Dame Kimberley

Michelle Gregory Hamaguchi received 
her Bachelor of Education at the 
graduation ceremony at the University 
of Notre Dame, Broome on Friday 23 
August. Michelle is a Year 3 teacher at 
St Mary’s College.

(Photo: B Kane)
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Warmun Retreat Centre

Truth, Justice and Healing Council 

Five people from the remote community of Balgo travelled the 6 - 7 
hours from Balgo via the Tanami through Halls Creek and then the 
Northern Highway to join in a Reflection Day at Warmun Retreat 
Centre recently.

The theme for this reflection day was, “There where you are, you 
will find God” – Mary MacKillop 1874. 

The day organised by Sr Christine O’Connor rsj and Sr Alma 
Cabassi rsj was for participants to spend a day ‘walking with God’ 
through meditation and reflection.

The reflective activities gave plenty of time for prayerful reflection 
and experiencing different ways of getting in touch with God.

In the sharing it was good to hear people openly reflecting on 
their own lives of faith and their experiences of God in their lives.

There Where You Are, You Will Find God

Michelle Savoia (L) and Rosie Vrancic painting stones at the Reflection 
Day. (Photo: Br M Blattman fsc)

The Truth, Justice and Healing 
Council is coordinating the 
Catholic  Church’s response to the 
Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child 
Sex Abuse with a commitment to 
cooperation, openness, full 
disclosure and justice for victims 
and survivors. 

To publicly acknowledge the pain 
and hurt people have suffered. To 
demonstrate that people have been 
believed. This is a powerful message to 
victims, to those who have come 

forward and to those contemplating 
telling their story. 

As a Church we need to keep 
encouraging people to tell their story. 
We need to help facilitate an 
environment where people who have 
been hurt, betrayed and damaged can 
feel secure enough to seek help and 
embark on a pathway of healing. This 

goes hand in 
hand with 
being a 
Church. It 

only amplifies the other ways the 
Church contributes in society and we 
are less without it.

– Francis Sullivan – CEO Truth, 
Justice and Healing CouncilFrancis Sullivan – CEO of the Truth, 

Justice and Healing Council

…Now is the time for victims to 
come forward and tell their story

Keeping the Faith
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Obituary

Sylvester was the eldest of seven children 
born to Geoffrey and Rosary 
Mangolamarra. He was a quiet boy never 
getting into trouble. He went to Tardun 
Boys College near Geraldton. His father 
was a Wunambal man and his mother 
was a Ngarinjin woman.

Sylvester spent most of his growing up 
years along with his siblings around the 
campfires listening to stories and joining 
in with the other kids dancing at the 
corroboree from Kalumburu, Mowanjum 
and Kandiwal. He enjoyed the stories that 
the old people told him. But he had to 
take notice more because it was his duty 
as the eldest boy to learn and carry on the 
old people’s ways.

 As he grew into a young man and had 
his own family, Sylvester still stayed close 
to the Elders of the Wunambal Gaambera 
people, learning from them and passing it 
down to other people and his family. 

When the Uunguu Rangers was 
formed, he was the first Head Ranger. 
This job held great responsibility and also 
an opportunity for him to show everyone 
the country that the Elders taught him. 
He was able to pass down this knowledge 
of the Wunambal Gaambera Country 

from the land to the sea to our 
young Rangers, past and 
present. He has earned the love 
and respect from many 
countrymen and European 
people that he had worked 
closely with.

He continuously worked 
alongside Wunambal Elders, Jack and 
Luis Karadada obtaining more 
understanding and knowledge of our 
sacred sites, cave paintings, bush tucker, 
bush plants and whose country belongs to 
whose family. When he was diagnosed 
with cancer, he felt more determined to 
be close to his family and people. Even 
when his health started getting worse, 
Sylvester still attended meetings and his 
presence there was comforting...He was at 
home in the bush with his family and 
friends.

Sylvester was a devoted Catholic and a 
family man. He was happy most when he 
was with his wife and surrounded by his 
children and grandchildren, all who were 
very close to him. Sometimes he would 
have that far away look thinking about his 
little abalas in town that he hardly sees. 

 He was a good musician and often 

played the guitar and sang in the band. 
He always helped Br John Richards 
playing in the church choir. He and his 
wife Annie were a constant help at the 
Mission.

He was also a comedian and made 
everyone laugh with his funny jokes.

We will all sadly miss him as Santa 
Claus these coming years.

Getting married to his long time 
partner, Anne Margaret has brought great 
joy and happiness to him, his family and 
the Community. It was a moment that has 
put peace at last in his heart. Even on that 
day when his health wasn’t good, he stood 
tall and proud as all Wunambal Warriors 
before him.

He will be dearly missed. We will never 
forget him for his kindness, dedication, 
his great sense of humour and for the 
times he had for us.

May he rest in peace.

Sylvester Mangolamarra
Born: 18 April 1960
entered eternal Life: 26 June 2013

Read by Tom Vigilante

The Old Cathedral as the new Cathedral was being built, 1962  
(Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives)

Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral: 50 years 
On Sunday 8 
September, Our Lady 
Queen of Peace 
Cathedral in Broome 
celebrated 50 years 
since the dedication 
of the new Cathedral 
in 1963.

Following mass, 
the children were 
eager to enjoy 
the Cathedral’s 
‘birthday’ cupcakes.  
(Photo: L Grant)
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Parish News

Broome

riNGer soAK

DAmPier PeNiNsULAr
Gloria Walsh (L) 
and her 
grandmother 
Joanne Stumpagee 
at the recent 
Confirmation at 
Christ the King 
Church in 
Lombadina. 

Photo: CAS

Married at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome in June 
were Tabbitha and Phillip Connolly. They are pictured here signing 
the marriage register with Bishop Saunders.

DerBY

Recently the parishioners of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary in Derby 
were treated to an authentic South Indian curry night. People’s 
taste buds were treated to a delight and the verdict; everyone 
enjoyed the night. The photo shows the hard working team who 
prepared the food. 

Jeremiah Nicholas 
was Baptised at the 
Immintji 
community recently. 
Jeremiah is seen 
here with Mgr Paul 
Boyers, Sammy and 
Betty Walkerbier.

Great expectations on the faces of school children as the cake is cut 
after the Confirmations and a Baptism at Ringer Soak Community.

Photo: Mgr P Boyers

Photo: CAS

Photo: K Eldridge

On 15 August, Our Lady of the Assumption Parish in Kalumburu 
celebrated its Feast Day with Bishop Saunders.

The day is a very significant celebration for the Community with 
everyone joining in the occasion.

Photo: J Clift

KALUmBUrU
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Luurnpa Catholic School in Balgo 
celebrated NAIDOC Week in the last week 
of school in Term 2. Many people from the 
local community came to school for the 
celebrations.

School News

BALGo

BeAGLe BAY

Reading Recovery Teachers from the East Kimberley met at Balgo 
recently for a conference. It was the first occasion to use the newly 
set up viewing room at Luurnpa Catholic School, which allows 
observation of Reading Recovery lessons.

Here Sr Nola Godwin rsj demonstrates a lesson with Alistair 
Nagomarra while the other teachers look on through the one 
way window.

(L-R) Front: Tossi and 
Gracie cook damper 
while Tjiliwa cooks 
kangaroo tail. Seated 
at the back is Eva. 
(Photo: Br M  
Blattman fsc)

Boys were prepared to dance the Luurnpa story, which is the origin story 
for many of the Balgo people. The school was named for this dreaming. 
Joseph Yugumbari, an ATA in the school (L) and Ronald Mosquito guided 
the boys in the dancing.

Photo: Br M Blattman fsc

Jermaine Howard (L) and Simone Cox (R) from 
Sacred Heart School in Beagle Bay embracing 
technology.

Photo: CAS

DerBY

Ryan Kenworth and Amy Kirby enjoying a science experiment.  
(Photo: R Marsden)

In Term 2 students from Holy Rosary School, Derby were fortunate 
enough to be invited over to Derby District High School for an 
exciting ‘Day with a Scientist’. 

The students made slime, cement, rockets and basic 
thermometers! They were also entertained with a few fantastic 
demonstrations such as the good old Mentos mints in a bottle of 
Coke (only taken to a whole new level thanks to a few 
modifications to the technique) and a wonderful liquid nitrogen 
demonstration which also involved an exploding cool drink bottle! 
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Broome

(L-R) Gordon Churchill, Riccardo Nungatcha, Brent Gore, Marlon Lawford 
and Jarman Nulgit show their achievements. (Photo: J Cambridge)

At St Mary’s College Broome Secondary Athletics Carnival on 23 
August, the House spirit was strong, and provided an opportunity 
for all students to participate in team and individual events.

Taiji Exchange students visited the Primary Campus at St Mary’s 
College in Broome for the Book Week Parade and enjoyed joining 
in with the celebrations.

Photo: S Baird

Photo: N Kalmar

At a reception held for the visiting 
students from Taiji, students were 
able to get up close to some of 
Broomes less popular residents.

GiBB riVer

Wanalirri Catholic School students performed at the community 
Wunggurr Ranger opening in Gibb River. People from Broome, 
Derby and Mount Barnett came to witness Wanalirri students sing 
and dance to the song Red,Black and Yellow. 

Dalton Wungundin prepares for his dance performance.

During the visit to Melbourne, Sr Anne Priestly rsm brought several photo 
albums of her time in Mulan. Jacinta Lulu and Julie Johns enjoyed catching 
up with her, showing off their children, nieces and nephews and sharing 
some wonderful memories. (Photo: A Christophers)

On 19 August a group of fifteen students, two community parents 
and two teachers from John Pujajangka-Piyirn School in Mulan set 
out for Alice Springs en-route to Melbourne. 

The students and adults had a wonderful time in Melbourne 
seeing so many sites and learning so much about the city. One of 
the highlights was catching up with Sr Anne Priestly rsm who 
spent 5 years as Principal at John Pujajangka-Piyirn School back in 
the 1990’s. 

mULAN 

School News
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School News

Edreena Unhungo showing her painting skills. 

(Photo:  N O’Dea)

TOP: Pals - at St Joseph's School sports day Kununurra... Red and 

Green factions, one friendship, one school.

MIDDLE: But Blue Faction looked cool at the St Joseph's Sports.

ABOVE: However, it was Red faction that won the day.

(Photo: CAS)

riNGer soAK 

As Bishop Christopher Saunders and Fr Jim Knight svd arrived in 
Ringer Soak on the 8 August 2013, the anticipation had hit its 
highest point! Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School had spent many 
weeks preparing for the Year 7’s Confirmation – the first 
Confirmations for the Ringer Soak Community!.

The confirmation candidates were Elaine Yandinelli, Danielle 
Seela, Kieren Long, Nicarlia Tchooga, Joshiah Wein, Shadeen 
Matthews and Hayden Tchooga.

Photo: T Davis

KUNUNUrrA

With NAIDOC officially being during the school holidays, St 
Joseph’s School in Kununurra celebrated NAIDOC in Week 2 of 
Term 3 with a day of activities facilitated by their Aboriginal 
Teacher Assistants. Students learned about Aboriginal art and 
participated in painting sessions. Students also tried kangaroo 
which had been prepared in a fire pit.

Find new ways to spread the word 

of God to every corner of the world.

– Pope Francis
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WArmUN 

School News

In Kija, people do not use their 
own name when talking about 
someone with the same name. 
When Fr Frank Birrell catches 
up with young Frank they use 
the word Narruku which means 
‘he has the same name as 
myself’.

Photo: Sr J Murphy rsj

Fr Frank BIrrell with the students that made their first Holy Communion. 
(L-R) Aaron Trust, Blake Gallagher, Fr Frank Birrell, Tyson Steer and Aaliyah 
Williams. (Photo: S Davey)

On 15 of August 2013 St Joseph’s School in Wyndham celebrated 
their First Holy Communion. 

25 Robinson St, Broome WA 6725
centamanager@westnet.com.au

08 9192 2293

Providing Support to the West Kimberley

 

Homeless Breakfast: Fr McMahon Place 
Mon, Wed, Fri  8:00am – 9:30am

• Emergency Relief: Food and Clothing Vouchers
• Homeless Accommodation Support
• Homeless Support to Rough Sleepers
• Accommodation Support for people living 

with Mental Health
• Public Tenancy Support Services

WYNDHAm 

Bishop Saunders and Fr Joel Nyongesa with the Year 7 Students that made 
their confirmation.
 (L-R front row) Robin Johnson, Miamon Taylor and Sade Hunter. (L-R back 
row) Stewart Dryden, Bishop Saunders, Erin Victor and Fr Joel Nyongesa.  
(Photo: S Duinker)

On 1 September at the Oueen of Apostles Church in Wyndham, 
Year 7 students from St Joseph’s School in Wyndham 
celebrated Confirmation.

Bishop Saunders conducted the ceremony and was assisted 
by Fr Joel Nyongesa. 

Phone: (08) 9192 1526  2 Florence Way, Blue Haze Broome, WA

Email:  promecnatrad6@bigpond.com 

 MRB3436 AU23091

• Complete professional 
 mechanical services

• Vehicle maintenance & repairs

• All makes and models

• 4WD specialists

• Radiator repairs & replacement – Natrad specialist

• Natrad air conditioning repairer

In 2012 the EON Foundation 
helped establish an edible 
garden at Ngalangangpum 
Catholic School in Warmun. 
Here the students are making 
paw paw salad with zucchini, 
chilli and lots of other goodies 
grown by the children in the 
community garden.
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Today’s Gospel, Luke 17: 11-19, tells about Jesus healing 
ten lepers. But only one came back to thank Jesus.   

Here you are asked to think about how often you say, 
Thank you, to God, your family, teachers and friends.  

In one activity you can thank someone in a special way. 
   Write the 2 words the leper  

kneeling before Jesus is saying.  
__  __  __  __  __       __  __  __   
While you colour the picture, say 
Thank You to Jesus for showing 

you how to love. 

 

 
ACROSS:  
2. The name for the men who suffered the 
dreaded skin disease. (Luke 17: 12)  
5. The number of men who met Jesus 
before he reached the village. (Luke 17: 12) 
6. A person from Samaria. (Luke 17: 16) 
8. Number of men cleansed. (Luke 17: 15) 
 
 
 
 

                           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 

          1       
               2                                                                                                                                     3                                                               4 
 
5     
               6              7     
8 
 
       
 
9 
 

   
          CROSSWORD  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Use 
            your Bible      

        for help. 

9. A word for ‘praise’ or ‘thanks’.    
DOWN:  
1. To be made clean. (Luke 17: 14) 
3.  Jesus spoke up, “Why is this foreigner the only one who came back to  
     give ______ to God?” (Luke 17: 18) 
4. Jesus said, “Get up; your _______ has made you well. (Luke 17: 19) 
7. A word for ‘pity’ or ‘compassion’. 

© 2013 Carmel-Anne Ellen rsm  
 
 

 

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 
If you look around you, there are many things that God has 

given you, for which you can give thanks each day. 
A. Each week create a Prayer Card for the Fridge Door. 

• Take cardboard, magazines, glue, scissors, felt pens.  
• Draw or find picture of something in creation and glue 

on small card. 
• Below picture write words like, “Thank you,       God!” 
• Decorate the rest of card.  
• Place on Fridge Door for family to pray. 

B. How many times do members of your family 
      do or say good things to you? 

• Make a special card to say, “Thank You!” 

 
CIRCLE correct Answer LETTER   

1. “Jesus made his way to the city  
of Jerusalem …” (Luke 17:1-4) 
  a. going into a village 
  b. met ten men who were lepers 
  c. “Have mercy on us!” 
  d. Jesus saw them 
  e. “Let the priests examine you” 
  f. All answers are correct.  
2. “When one of them saw that he 
was healed, he …”  (Luke 17:15-16) 
  a. came back 
  b. gave glory to God with a loud  
            voice  
  c. threw himself at Jesus’ feet 
  d. thanked Jesus 
  e. All answers are correct.  
3. “Jesus spoke up, and said …” 
   (Luke 17:15-1) 
  a. “Were not ten men cleansed?”  
  b. “Where are the other nine?”  
  c. “Why is this Samaritan the only  
               one?” 
  d. “Your faith has made you well.” 
  e. All answers are correct. 
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Prayer Time

Broome  
Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times: 
    Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
    Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am

BALGo-KUTJUNGKA 
Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times:  
 Balgo:   Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
 Billiluna:  Sunday 4.00pm
 Mulan:   Sunday 10.00am

DAmPier PeNiNsULA
Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hillary Rotich
Mass times:
 Beagle Bay:  Saturday 5.00pm Vigil
    Sunday 8.00am
 Lombadina:  Sunday 8.30am

DerBY
Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
 Derby:   Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
    Sunday 9.00am
 Fitzroy Crossing: 5.30pm 2nd & 4th  
    Sunday of month

HALLs creeK
Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com 
Mass times: 
  2nd and 4th Sundays: 6pm
  1st and 3rd Sundays: 8.30am -   
  Liturgy of the Word and Communion

KALUmBUrU
Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Nicholas Kipkemboi
Mass times: 
    Saturday 5.30pm Vigil 
    Sunday 7.00am

KUNUNUrrA 
Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times: 
 Kununurra:  Sunday 8.30am
 Wyndham:  Sunday 5.00pm
 Warmun:  Monday 5.00pm

LA GrANGe-BiDYADANGA 
Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Benny Calanza
Mass times:
    Sunday 9.00am

WYNDHAm
Refer Kununurra Parish

Prayer for Mission

Parish/Mass 
Centres

“ Everyone should be able to experience the joy of being 

loved by God, the joy of salvation. It is a gift that one 

cannot keep to oneself, but is to be shared. The 

proclamation of the Gospel is part of being Disciples of 

Christ and it is a constant commitment that animates 

the whole life of the Church.”

– Pope Francis, 

 World Mission Day Message 2013

The route between Warmun and 
Wyndham has to be one of the most 
beautiful journeys in Australia. And it is 
arguably one of the most dangerous!

Iron ore roadtrains regularly travel 
the 200kms journey to Wyndham Port, 
taking up more than their share of the 
narrow bitumen, Mining trucks with 
large oversize loads clog the highway and 
just scrape across narrow one-way 
bridges. Sub-standard bitumen towards 
the Wyndham end with dangerously 
deteriorated and disappearing 
shoulders on the edge of the road add 
to the drama should anyone wish to 
overtake the haulage monsters. 

Complaints since the eighties have 
gone unnoticed by successive State 
Governments. It will take a tragedy of 
significant proportions for these 
highway issues to be resolved.
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ABOVE: Soleil White, a St Mary’s College Broome Year 12 
Graduate of 2012, was presented with the 2012 Award of 
Excellence in Catholic Aboriginal Education (Most Outstanding 

Female Student) on Friday 23 August, at the awards ceremony 

held in Fremantle. The award was presented by the Hon. Peter 

Collier MLC, Minister for Education. (Photo: CE Office Perth)

Young Troy Weir Jnr toddler took a keen interest in Bishop 
Saunders eyes during a recent trip to the far northern 
community of Kalumburu.

The Ambassador 
of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands, 
Annemieke Ruigrok, 
centre, with The 
Honorair Dutch 
Consul in Perth, 
Arnold Stroobach 
(R) and his wife 
Joska (L), at Sacred 
Heart Church in 
Beagle Bay.  
(Photo: CAS)

RIGHT: Following the Pilgrim Mass during the Back To 
Beagle Bay Pilgrimage, Pilgrims from the Parish of Balgo-
Kutjungka presented a painting to Sacred Heart Church. 
This painting is the outcome of a collaboration by a group 
of women from Balgo who recorded the chronicle of the 
coming of the Christian faith to the Dampier Peninsula to 
put down roots at Beagle Bay.
Tossy Baadjo is retelling the narrative through the 
symbolism used on the painting. (Photo: M Pepper)

While checking the route between Carnot Bay and 
Beagle Bay for the walking Pilgrims, Fr Matthew Digges 
from Our Lady Queen Of Peace Cathedral in Broome 
stopped to say hello to this black headed python that 
crossed their path.


