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I bring you news of great joy.
A savior has been born to you,
he is Christ the Lord
Lk 2:10-11

Multi-award winning magazine for the Kimberley • Building our future together

Ordination to the Diaconate
Rev Deacon Christopher Knapman was ordained
a Deacon by his bishop, Bishop Christopher
Saunders, on 3 November at St Charles Seminary
in Perth.
Deacon Chris originally started studying to be
a priest for the Broken Bay Diocese in Sydney
when he was just 20 years old. Although he
enjoyed his time there, after some years he
decided to volunteer in the Diocese of Broome
and was sent to Kalumburu Mission as a Youth
Worker and Pastoral Associate.
Despite getting sick regularly and having to

return to Sydney with a foot infection, at one
stage, after two and a half years as the Youth
Worker, it was there that he realised he wanted to
serve the people of the Kimberley for life and to
bring to them the gifts of God which only a
priest can give.
Deacon Chris applied to Bishop Saunders to
become a priest in the Diocese of Broome. After
18 months studying at St Charles Seminary to
complete his formation, Deacon Chris was
ordained a transitional Deacon with a view to
being ordained a priest some time in 2014.
COVER:
Annika Lawrence, Yr 9, Age 14,
St Mary’s College, Broome.
“I wanted to show a Kimberley
Christmas with the colours,
boabs, flowers and hills. We
also see the celebration of
the birth of Jesus. The keyhole
shape is like the way into the
life of Jesus.”

I bring you news of great joy.
A savior has been born to you,
he is Christ the Lord
Lk 2:10-11
Deacon Chris Knapman’s parents Joan (L) and Craig (R), who travelled from NSW for the ordination, with Bishop
Saunders and Deacon Chris.

John Richards Retires
John Richards who went to Kalumburu to work
with the Benedictines in 1959 has now retired
from this remote settlement in the far north
Kimberley. Over the years he has helped out in
any number of tasks needed to keep the very
remote mission working and is well
remembered for his efforts as a stock-camp
cook, a powerhouse operator and a market
gardener. In fact he toiled as a jack of all trades
and is appreciated as someone who is always
willing to lend a generous hand. His dedication
in leading the Church choir is one memorable
achievement in itself.

Photo: CAS
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His poor health over the last few years has
caused him numerous difficulties but true to
form he has bravely dealt with the aftermath of
strokes and serious cancers in a manner that has
won the appreciation of so many people who
know him.
However, the time has come when he needs
extra care that cannot be provided at Kalumburu.
He will miss the community who love him
and whom he loves so much. In typical form he
has pledged to always keep the people of
Kalumburu in his prayers and no doubt they will
pray to God for him too.
“John has led a life as a true missionary”, said
Bishop Saunders, who was once stationed at
Kalumburu and worked with John. On a recent
visit to John the Bishop noted that: “John
Richards is admired for his kindness, generosity
and obedience in faith. His selfless endeavours
have been a witness to Christ in a most
remarkable way. Kalumburu has been his home
for over fifty years and he deserves to be well
looked after in a place with adequate facilities to
keep him safe. His well-being requires more
than good intentions if he is to be cared for
properly and we hope he enjoys his retirement
days immensely. We pray for Gods choicest
blessings for him” the Bishop added.
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Christmas Message

Christmas –
A Light of Hope
I remember well the first time I saw
snow. Our family was living in England at
the time and while it was cold, no one,
least of all the weather bureau, expected
anything else other than another
miserable and chilly night that Christmas
Eve. I woke up early on Christmas
morning 1965 to find the house in a buzz
of excitement. “Look out the window”,
someone yelled. I drew back the curtains
and there before me was a picture of
dazzling white that had turned the drab
Surrey suburban surrounds into a
beautifully memorable scene. Getting to
Christmas Mass that morning was a
challenge as we ploughed through the soft
snow to St Patrick’s, while cautiously
negotiating the slow traffic. As the days
went by and the snow turned to slush and
then ice and more snow fell yet again, I
began to see the other side of a “winter’s
wonderland”.
Previously I had thought of us as
deprived back in Australia, devoid of the
seasonal snowfalls that I once imagined
everyone shared in Europe at Christmas
time. I remember that our Christmas
decorations in Australia included
handfuls of cotton-wool, our make-believe
snow, festooned over freshly cut conifers,
while paper crafted mistletoe was nailed
to the front door and lights twinkled in
the lounge-room window to share a spirit
of festivity with passers-by. The Holy
Family in the compact crib scene, at the
base of our decorated tree, always looked
serene and snug in their stable of straw

alongside contented sheep and cattle.
Highly decorated and opulent Wise Men
bearing luscious gifts were placed at the
foot of the Christ child even on Christmas
Day unaware, it would seem, that they
had come somewhat earlier than the
gospel had originally suggested.
So what was it like for Mary and Joseph
and the infant Christ Child? Hardly the
picture of perfect serenity, I imagine.
They must have been cold and fearful in
their unfamiliar surroundings. Certainly
they must have wondered about their
future, aware that they couldn’t stay in the
stable for any length of time, that another
journey in the chilling Palestine winter
awaited them. They were joyful at the
birth of a son, but the new responsibilities
of parenthood must have weighed so
heavily upon them just the same.
This holy season reminds us, in our
joy, to spare a thought this Christmas for
those who have come to us from foreign
lands, on unsafe boats; who have lost
loved ones at sea or are now orphans in a
strange country. They too are fearful and
the tragedies and disappointments of life
continue to weigh heavily upon them.
Our hearts turn in charity towards the two
million refugees from war devastated
Syria, while countless numbers still suffer
the effects of the sheer terror and
destruction of Typhoon Haiyan in the
Philippines. The homeless in Australia,
including those rendered homeless by the
recent dreadful bush-fires, demand our
care and solidarity as we sing the

Christmas songs of praise.
Christmas is a joyous occasion that
recalls the wondrous gift of God entering
so remarkably into history, where His
Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
That joy, shared in worship and
thanksgiving, would be well directed in
love towards those less fortunate than
ourselves. With our help and prayers the
miracle of Christmas can be a light of
hope for those who have so little.
Christmas among Christians is about
maintaining a sense of proportion. It’s
not a time to be wasteful or careless with
what we have. It is a time for peace on
earth and goodwill among all peoples.
I wish you and your families God’s
choicest blessing this Christmas and
throughout the New Year.
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and
Publications Officer of the Australian
Catholic Social Justice Council

Lazarus at Our Gate
In September, Australia’s Catholic bishops launched their Social
Justice Statement for 2013–2014, with the title Lazarus at Our
Gate: A critical moment in the fight against world poverty.
There will be an extended commentary on the Statement in a
future issue of this magazine, so I won’t deal with it in detail
here. This is only a brief outline.
The Statement’s title comes from the parable Jesus tells in the
Gospel of Luke (16:19–31). A rich man dressed in fine clothes
and feasted sumptuously every day, while a poor man named
Lazarus lay at his gate and longed to satisfy his hunger with
what fell from the rich man’s table. They both die: Lazarus is
taken to Heaven, while the rich man suffers the torments of
Hell. When he begs for the tiniest relief – a drop of water from
the tip of Lazarus’ finger – the answer is: ‘Child, remember that
during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus
in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and
you are in agony ...’
Australia is a prosperous nation and we have a strong
economy by comparison with almost any other nation. But onefifth of the world’s poorest people live in countries close to us.
‘In our region’, the Statement says, ‘Australia is the rich man
and Lazarus is at our gate’.
One reason for making this Statement now was that we are
approaching 2015, the target date for the Millennium
Development Goals – goals that richer nations, including
Australia, voluntarily set themselves in 2000, with the aim,
among other things, of eradicating extreme poverty and hunger.
The campaign to achieve the MDGs has had enormous
successes. Between 1990 and 2010, the proportion of people
living in extreme poverty (on less than $1.25 a day) was halved.
‘Approximately 14,000 lives per day have been saved by aid and
development initiatives during this time’, the Statement says.
But progress is not success, and by 2015 more than a billion
people will still be in extreme poverty, 8 million children will be
dying annually from preventable diseases and a quarter of a
million mothers will die in childbirth each year.
Those facts invite the question: Who is being left behind?
Who are the poorest of the poor?
The Statement looks at five groups of people who are
particularly vulnerable to poverty. They are the 12 per cent of the
world’s population who are malnourished; those vulnerable to
disasters; Indigenous people worldwide (including in Australia);
people with disabilities; and those driven from their homes by
war and violence.
‘As Christians’, the bishops say, ‘we are committed ... to seek
out and remedy the root causes of poverty and injustice’. We can
do that through our own giving, by working in our communities,
by advocating to our politicians, and by keeping the message of
Christ foremost in our minds.
The Statement and the associated resources are available on
the ACSJC’s website (www.acsjc.org.au). I hope you will read
and reflect on them.
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Saint News

St John Roberts

John was born in Wales to
Anna and John Roberts.
Although not a Catholic, he was
educated by an elderly priest
and considered himself a
Catholic at heart.
Following his studies he took
a trip to France. It was in Paris,
that he met another
Englishman who was Catholic
and who had great influence on
him. John was received into the
Catholic Church and found
great happiness belonging in
Born: 1575
the Church.
Died: 1610
After this experience John
lost no time in taking steps to become a priest and soon became a
Benedictine monk.
His great dream was to go back to England to work as a priest.
His ambition was fulfilled three years later when he and another
monk were given permission to go. They knew the dangers they
would face because at the time Catholics were not welcome in
England and especially not priests.
They entered England in disguise, but it was not long before
trouble began. They were arrested for being priests and sent
into exile.
John Roberts managed to return to England again. He worked
undercover day and night to keep the Catholic faith alive. Several
times he was captured, put in prison, and exiled, yet he
always returned.
The last time Fr John was arrested as he was finishing Mass.
When asked, he boldly said that he was a catholic, a priest, and a
monk. John was condemned to death.
The night before he was to be executed, a good Spanish lady
arranged for him to have supper with eighteen other prisoners.
They were also under sentence of death for Christ’s sake.
During their supper, John was full of joy. Then he thought
perhaps he should not show so much happiness. “Do you think I
may be giving bad example by my joy?” he asked his hostess. “No,
certainly not,” she replied. “You could not do anything better than
to let everyone see the cheerful courage you have as you are about
to die for Christ.”
The next day, John was hanged. The crowds were so attracted by
the personality of this young priest that they did not let the
executioners make him suffer.

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal
It is that time of the year again in Broome where to help the
needy of the community, the Parish of Our Lady Queen of
Peace organises a collection of dry and tin food and other nonperishable goods.
The Parish was overwhelmed by the Community’s
generosity last year when over 100 hampers were distributed
to those in need around Broome.
Again this year donations can be made at major
supermarkets in Broome, in the marked boxes.

Briefly Speaking

Photo: CAS

George Manning, though
retired, is still regarded as the
enduring voice of ABC
Kimberley radio. George was in
Broome for the racing season
once again this year where he
was heard at every race
meeting, interviewing people
and doing announcements.
George later on in the year
accompanied Bishop Saunders
on a trip to remote
communities in the Sandy
Desert, south east Kimberley.

Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi rsj

Fr Len Thomas, from
Melbourne was back in the
Kimberley recently, this time
relieving at Holy Rosary Parish
in Derby while Mgr Paul Boyers
was on leave. Fr Len has
previously spent time in
Kununurra, Wyndham and
Warmun. Fr Len also enjoyed
the opportunity to renew his
own spiritual life while in the
Kimberley.

Photo: M Rohr

Les and Penny Paton, from the Sunshine Coast, QLD, have
recently arrived in the Kimberley. As Kimberley Catholic
Volunteers, Les and Penny will be managing the Warmun Retreat
Centre over the wet season.
Les and Penny have taken over from Maria Rohr who finished
her third period as a volunteer and her second managing the
Retreat Centre.
Les and Penny, who both have vast experience in
management, are looking forward to this unique experience.

70th Celebrations
in Wyndham
On Saturday 19 October 2013 in Wyndham, a celebration
filled with love, laughter, tears and joy was held for mother,
grandmother and great grandmother, Marjorie Hunter, who
celebrated 70 wonderful years surrounded by her loving
children, grandchildren and great grannies, and
wonderful friends.

Photo: A Rohr

Visitors from the East
Marjorie Hunter (centre) cutting her birthday cake surrounded by
family and friends.

Staff and students from St Clares High School in Taree, NSW,
were recently in the Kimberley and dropped by the Chancery Office
in Broome. The staff and students spent some time on the
Dampier Peninsular during their trip.
Taree, on the mid north coast of NSW, already has connections
to the Kimberley as several Kimberley Catholic Volunteers come
from that same area.
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New Kids on the Block
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1. Baby Hazrum Liam Dean from the Parish of
La Grange-Bidyadanga with his mother Zia
Rhian. (Photo: Fr B Calanza)
2. Mother Natasha Hunter with baby Tracy
Daniel from Wyndham. (Photo: CAS)

2

3. Frances Hudson, pudda (nanna) to baby
Darrivina. Darrivina is the daughter of Gina
and Koran. (Photo: CAS)
4. Shalene Carter with baby Alayna James from
Kalumburu. (Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ)
5. Also new to the parish of La GrangeBidyadanga is young Orlando Zac Nathaniel
Munro, the son of Katrina Dean and Leroy
Munro. (Photo: Fr B Calanza)
6. Young Kahn, son of Bruce Oxtoby and Jody
Ward from Kalumburu. (Photo: A Rohr)
7. Stevedo Sampi of Broome with premature
son, Stevedo Junior. (Photo: CAS)
8. John Burgu and Natasha Waina from
Kalumburu with the newest addition to their
family, son Dillon. (Photo: A Rohr)

3

6
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Volunteer Update
Well it has been another busy year for the
Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service. This
year we were able to once again welcome a
large number of new and returning
volunteers. Volunteers from all over
Australia, and all different walks of life,
come to serve the church in the Kimberley.
This unique, and at times challenging
experience is always personally enriching
for those fortunate to experience it.
Early in the year Kevin and Jo Bell
finished their term as volunteer
coordinators and we are grateful for their
hard work.
As well as being able to place volunteers
in all our other parishes, this year we were
fortunate enough to place volunteers in the
Dampier Peninsula Parish.

By Anneliese Rohr, Volunteer Co-ordinator

All our volunteers from across the
Kimberley were on hand to assist with the
Pilgrimage to the Sacred Heart of the
Kimberley in July.
Volunteers continue to provide an
invaluable contribution to the work of the
Diocese of Broome and we remain grateful
for all their hard work, dedication and
support in working together as a Christian
community.
The words of one of our 2013 volunteers:

“Reflecting back on my time of
volunteering in the Kimberley, a big
smile comes to my face, together with
a sense of gratitude for a challenging
and beautiful experience.”

We wish you all a holy and happy
Christmas and every best wish for
happiness and good health in the New Year.

Kalumburu Mission volunteers Lily Verhoef
(L) from New Zealand and Brenda Arnell from
Victoria, enjoying a visit to the gorge in this
remote northern community. Photo: A Rohr

When the War came to Kalumburu –

70th Anniversary of the Bombing of Kalumburu Mission
It was on 27 September 1943 that the
world war became a hideous reality at the
Drysdale River Mission (now known as
Kalumburu Mission). Japanese war planes
bombed and strafed the clearly marked

Mission buildings, killing six, one man,
one woman and four children including
the Mission Superior Fr Thomas Gil OSB.
To commemorate the 70th anniversary
of the event, the Kalumburu community

Norforce members salute the plaque laid on the spot where six people
were killed while hiding in a trench during the bombing of Drysdale River
Mission. Photo: J Clift

gathered for a memorial ceremony on
Thursday 27 September 2013, at which
two plaques were unveiled and blessed.

Fr Sanz OSB had painted “MISSION” on both sides of the monastery
roof in red paint.

WANTED: Volunteer Workers KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered.
For further details and an application form
please contact the co-ordinator:
Phone: 08 9192 1060
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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Reach out and give life this
Christmas with a Life-Giving Gift!
With Christmas just around the corner,
Catholic Mission has launched its exciting
new Life-Giving Gifts Christmas Catalogue,
which is available both online and in hard
copy.
You can help people in desperate need
all around the world this Christmas simply
by purchasing one of sixteen gifts for your
loved ones from three different categories—
Catholic Mission’s work with children,
work with communities or work through
church leaders.
Gifts start from as little as $8 for the very
popular laying hen for an orphanage in
Peru, through to $154 for a sewing machine
for a disadvantaged woman in India or a
very generous $12,000 to build a new
church in the Philippines.

Other examples of
Life-Giving Gifts include:
$17 –

provides textbooks for two
primary school children for one
year in the Philippines

$36 –

provides agricultural skills for
seminarians in Myanmar

$58 –

provides a Braille slate for
twenty visually impaired students
in India

$100 –

provides one parenting class for a
young Aboriginal mother in
remote Australia

$435 –

provides a full annual scholarship
for one high school student
in Vietnam

$1,258 – provides a water tank for a
pastoral outreach centre in
Papua New Guinea.
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When you purchase your Life-Giving
Gift, you will receive a beautifully designed
printed card featuring an image indicative
of the project your gift supports, on which
you can write a personalised message
before forwarding onto your loved one.
Alternatively, you can choose to send an
e-card either immediately or on a specific
date if you purchase your gift online.
Unlike many families and communities
here in Australia, many in developing
countries simply do not have the means or
the opportunity to make better lives for
themselves. Catholic Mission encourages
everyone who has a heart for the poor and
disadvantaged around the world to reach
out and give life to those in need through
the purchase of a Life-Giving Gift
this Christmas.

www.catholicmission.org.au/gifts

10/25/2013 12:19:26 PM

Social Justice
Statement 2013-14
Lazarus at our Gate
A critical moment in the fight against world poverty

The 2013–14 Social Justice Statement is titled ‘Lazarus at Our
Gate: A critical moment in the fight against world poverty’. The
Statement urges all Australians to focus on our obligation to
help the world’s poorest people and to work to overcome poverty
wherever it is found. Although progress has been made over the
last decade in the fight against extreme poverty, one billion
people still live on less than $1.25 per day, and 20% of the
world’s poor people live in countries near Australia.
Teach us to hear the
message of Pope Francis, to
be a church of the poor and
for the poor, to act justly so
all may come to the table
and to weep for those who
perish before they are
invited.

Available
now
Get a copy from your
parish priest or collect one
from the Chancery Office,
13 Barker St, Broome.
Ph. 08 9192 1060

Restoration of One Mile Grotto
On Wednesday 30 October a rosary was held at the newly
restored grotto in One Mile in Broome where community
members came together with parishioners to pray in front of
Our Lady.
The restoration of the grotto was completed with the
support of the University of Notre Dame Broome Campus
maintenance.
The Grotto was finished with a new statue provided by Fr
Mark Poorman a Holy Cross priest from the University of
Portland, USA.

Vatican Dossier
Pope Francis: ‘A Prayer that is Not
Courageous is Not a Real Prayer’
Vatican City (Zenit.org) Junno
Arocho Esteves
Pope Francis highlighted the
importance of courage in
prayer to discover the true
grace the comes with it.
“How do we pray? Do we
pray like this, out of habit,
piously but unbothered, or do
we put ourselves forward with
courage before the Lord to ask
for the grace, to ask for what
we’re praying for?,” the Pope
asked the faithful present.
“Courage in prayer: a prayer
that is not courageous is not a real prayer. The courage to trust
that the Lord listens to us, the courage to knock on the door.”
The Pope went on to say that it is we that must “ask, seek, and
knock” at the heart of God. This “knocking on the heart of God”,
he continued, “is a great thing” because God gives us His Holy
Spirit, that is Himself.
“Our prayer, if it is courageous, receives what it asks for, but
also that which is more important: the Lord,” the Pope said.
Referencing another Gospel in which only one of ten lepers
returned to thank Christ for healing him, the Holy Father said
that some people “receive the grace and then go away.” The Pope
stressed the importance to pray with the courage of faith, which
brings us to ask “even for those things that prayer does not dare
hope for: God Himself.”
“We ask for a grace, but we don’t dare say, ‘But come Yourself
to bring it to me.’ We know that a grace is always brought by
Him: It is He Himself who comes and brings it to us,” the Holy
Father said.
“Let us not embarrass ourselves by taking the grace and not
recognizing Him who brings it to us, Him who gives it to us: The
Lord. That the Lord may give us the grace of giving us Himself,
always, in every grace.”
Pope Francis concluded his homily saying that in doing so, we
may recognize Him and offer Him praise like those who are sick
and healed by Christ.

25 Robinson St, Broome WA 6725
centamanager@westnet.com.au

08 9192 2293

Providing Support to the West Kimberley
• Emergency Relief: Food and Clothing Vouchers
• Homeless Accommodation Support
• Homeless Support to Rough Sleepers
• Accommodation Support for people living
with Mental Health
• Public Tenancy Support Services

Homeless Breakfast: Fr McMahon Place
The group who gathered to pray at the newly restored grotto.

Mon, Wed, Fri 8:00am – 9:30am
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Kimberley Wild

Land Hermit Crab
By Kate Austen
Coenobite sp.
Many Kimberley beaches and islands are
frequented by several species of land
hermit crab.
While most normal crabs scuttle under
rocks or bury themselves in the sand to hide
from birds, land hermit crabs borrow old
sea-snail shells and turn them into mobile
homes. These shells allow land hermit crabs
to roam the exposed shoreline in relative
safety, letting them go where others fear to
tread. When in danger, a hermit crab
retreats into its borrowed home, and blocks
the entry with its biggest, thickest claw.
As the crab grows, its shell home
becomes too small and a larger one must be
found. Good shell homes can be hard to

come by, and fierce competition often
results in crabs fighting over shells.
Land hermit crabs will often spend the
heat of the day wedged into a shady rock
crevice. They emerge in the cool of the
afternoon to scavenge the beach and tide
line for food - generally decaying leaves and
seaweed, dead fish and birds, even litter left
by humans and dogs.
Even though they spend their adult lives
on the beach, land hermit crabs will not
stray too far from the ocean. When their
eggs are ready to hatch, female hermit crabs
release the larvae into the water. The small
larvae spend a short time swimming before
settling on a new beach to resume life
on land.

Photo: Kate Austen

Kimberley Kitchen

White Christmas
Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Julie Grant shared her favorite
Christmas recipe with the staff of the Chancery Office in
Broome recently.
Julie and her husband Lawrie, from Victoria have been in the
Kimberley since April and are looking forward to a
Kimberley Christmas.
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Ingredients:

Method:

1 cup rice bubbles
1 cup coconut
1 cup icing sugar (rolled)
250 gms copha
1 cup mixed fruit
1 pkt coloured Big Sister
cherries
1 cup non-fat powered milk

Melt copha and mix all
ingredients together in a basin.
Press into greased tray
refrigerate and cut in small
pieces when set.

Church of the Kimberley – Heroes in Faith

Sr Antonio –

Leader Into the Unknown
(Part 2)

In June 1908, after 12 months at the
Mission in Beagle Bay, Antonio,
accompanied by Sr Benedict Courtney,
obtained free passage on Captain Owen’s
schooner and set off for Broome to
establish a base for the Sisters. By the end
of their first day in Broome, she had met
and made friends with an Irish woman
Rose Gonzales, Japanese and Chinese
merchants, and a Phillipino carpenter
Leandro Loredo who gave them use of
his one room hut where they set up
their home.
In the years that followed, under
Antonio’s leadership, the Sisters ministered
to the people of Broome in the areas of
nursing, health, education and pastoral
care, covering all sections of the
multicultural population of this pearling
town. She was a master at fundraising
which can be seen by the way she obtained
land and built a convent. Now it was
possible to attract new recruits.
Many tributes have been paid to
Antonio’s ability to undertake the almost
impossible, her efficiency and the practical
way she dealt with issues. By her actions as
a woman, nurse, religious and teacher, she
demonstrated a love of God and humanity
in all its guises, and responded effectively
to the needs of the socially oppressed and

unfortunate. It has been said that she
forged a survival path and instituted
humane care for Aborigines and the mixed
race people of the Kimberley.
The Sisters’ memoirs record that she
was capable of gentleness and generosity
yet her determined, independent manner and
blunt speech didn’t make friends easily but
friends she had in Broome — stalwart ones
— and faithful.
Mother Antonio was no killjoy. She
dearly loved a good joke, even against
herself. … An excellent mimic, Antonio
would often entertain the community with
amusing stories or by reciting poetry and
reading from the classics. She encouraged
her sisters to see the funny side of difficult
situations and to perform their tasks gaily.
She liked to see them enjoying themselves.
(Durack p.192)
She never talked of the missionaries
goodness to the Aborigines, only of the
people’s kindness to them and of the
gratitude owed them on that account.
Remember, she told her sisters, the natives
did not ask us to come. We are here of our
own choice and we can remain only by their
goodwill and the grace of God.
Durack (p191) states that Antonio was a
woman of uncompromising values, she set
an example of iron self-discipline. The

Mother Antonio shortly before her death.

stiffly starched coif, deep collar, cuffs,
pleated bodice and other bulky features of a
habit designed for a cold climate were worn
with stoical compliance with tradition in
temperatures often rising to over 110
degrees.
As Mother Superior, Antonio carried a
heavy burden and years of hardship and
uncertainty finally took their toll.
Sometimes she fainted because of the
intense heat. She suffered from Bright’s
disease and anaemia and died in 1923
sitting fully attired, in starched head-dress
and the heavy serge habit, on the verandah
of the then Broome Convent.
One of her oldest friends in Broome,
Captain Ancel Gregory master pearler, took
charge of all funeral arrangements – Sisters
have nothing to do but attend the funeral in
the cars I will provide. He was an
Englishman and a Freemason. He was one
of the two who enabled Mother to build the
first convent and he laid her to rest with
whatever profusion Broome could offer in
those days.
The Sisters who knew her best
remembered her spirit of prayer, her
apostolic zeal, and simple faith. Antonio
was well suited for the tasks she undertook
and the significant achievements she and
her sisters made possible. She gave a sense
of meaning and purpose, and articulated
the spirit of the Sisters of St John of God.
The example set by Sister Antonio
during her 16 years laid the foundation for
the next 100 years of the Sisters of St John
of God ministry in the Kimberley.
Bibliography
SSJG Heritage Centre, Broome
M. Durack, The Rock and the Sand,
(Corgi London 1971)

Mother Antonio with all her Sisters, a novice and 2 postulants gathered in Broome, 1920
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Desert
Trek
September 2013

A giant desert oak stands before
Lake MacKay, the second largest
salt lake in Australia. Photo: CAS

Lake Mackay is the largest of
hundreds of short-lived salt lakes
scattered throughout Western
Australia and the Northern
Territory.
Named after its European
discoverer, Donald George Mackay,
it is the second largest lake in
Australia, and the largest in
Western Australia with a surface
area of 3,494 square kilometers.
Lake Mackay features
prominently in the Aboriginal
Dreaming stories of the Western
Desert and the main mythological
accounts of its origins all make
references to a fierce bushfire that
devastated the land and formed
the lake.

For the local bishop, visiting far
flung places in a Diocese like
the Kimberley has its
challenges. Comprising an area
3.7 times the size of Victoria,
the Diocese of Broome stretches
from a vast and rugged coastline
in the west through rangelands
and vast plains to pristine and
engaging desert wildernesses in
the east.
In an effort to develop a
pastoral strategy to better serve
the remote communities in the
region, Bishop Christopher

Bindi Well – pumping water
in the desert. Photo: CAS
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Saunders with Fr John Purnell
of Balgo-Kutjungka Parish and a
group of companions completed
a trek of over 3300 kms in
September 2013.
"It was an extraordinary
journey" the bishop said.
"The Australian desert is
remarkably beautiful. It is a
fascinating combination of
unique drought resistant plants
clinging to richly red sand hills,
inter-dispersed with occasional
salt pans and enormous washouts along with majestic rocky
headlands. There are small
white desert eucalypts
and towering desert oaks.”
While visiting not far from
the WA/NT border, the bishop
celebrated mass for a group of
Catholic adults who had moved
there from Balgo quite some
time ago. It was the first time a
bishop had visited the remote
community and he was
humbled by the warm welcome
he received.
Travelling west then along
the Gary Highway, a well
formed dirt road, the bishop
visited Kunawarritji situated at

the junction of the Canning
stock route. Here another small
group of Catholic Aboriginal
people live in a township that
now boasts a vehicle workshop,
comfortable accommodation
and a well run general store.
Several tourists travelling the
Canning Track were temporarily
residing there awaiting vehicle
parts, the result of damage done
along the way. The track, the
bishop noted, is not for the faint
hearted nor the ill-prepared.
The bishops party, complete
with its own fuel supply carried
in drums, took nine days to
complete the circuit.
"The impressive beauty of the
huge desert landscape we
encountered while driving
through Rudall National Park
and in the region of the
legendary Marble Bar township
remains clearly imprinted on
our minds," the bishop said. "It
was a useful trip for me that
uncovered logistical challenges I
had not yet imagined while
planning to better serve the
spiritual needs of the people of
this very remote desert region."

On the way to Kiwirrkurra the Bishop’s
party of three vehicles was led by
Fr John Purnell and Shane Tchooga
(Wandiga) in the Balgo troopie.
Photo: CAS

Dunda Jinnda Bishop Saunders
and Willam Tataya.
Photo: G Manning

Bishop Christopher Saunders,
preaching to the converted, on the
shores of Lake MacKay which straddles
the West Australia and Northern
Territory borders, and is Australia’s
second largest salt-lake.

Well 26: Our driver
William Tataya gets
some clean fresh
desert water for billy
tea. Photo: CAS

Driver and tech-officer for the expedition,
Michael Watson, got a birds eye view of
the desert region looking out towards
Lake Tobin. Photo: CAS

Fr John Purnell of Balgo-Kutjungka and driver
Shane Tchooga (Wandiga) manned this hand-pump
along the track that provided water of surprisingly
good quality. However, the pumps were few and far
apart and not all of them were working…
Photo: CAS

Kunawarritji Sign.
Photo: CAS
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Notre Dame Kimberley

The End of One Day – the Dawn of Another
By Professor Lyn Henderson-Yates – Deputy Vice Chancellor, Broome Campus
As I settle down to write this article, the
end of the work day draws near. The
shadows are lengthening, the sea wind is
blowing and the sun continues to lower in
the sky. It’s a good time to reflect on the
day and think about tomorrow. I ask the
normal questions, such as what have I
achieved, what remains outstanding and
what could I have achieved? I jot down a
note to remind myself to sketch a plan for
tomorrow identifying both certainties and
possibilities.
I suddenly realise, this is what The
University of Notre Dame has done in
relation to the Broome Campus. It reflected
back to 1994 when the Campus first
opened its doors to the Kimberley
community and asked itself what had been
achieved over 19 years of education and
training. It considered the enormous work
undertaken by many dedicated staff and
hundreds of students who studied on the
Broome Campus. There has been much to
celebrate as students graduated with
qualifications in Aboriginal Studies,
Education and Nursing. Throughout it all,
the mission of reconciliation remained at
its heart.
On the flip side, the Broome Campus
experienced challenges of every kind which
other universities would most likely
tremble at. These challenges ranged from
physical isolation from the main Fremantle
Campus, the difficulty of finding teaching
staff, the enormous financial expense of a
campus in a region thousands of
kilometres away from the taken-for-granted
resources and services of a city, to the more

recent challenges of a changing student
market where, with the increased presence
of online learning, local, national and
global economic downturns and the ability
to more easily relocate to cities and other
universities, student enrolment numbers
were reducing over a five year period. To
date this last challenge has been the most
difficult for the University to address.
Notre Dame then had to pull out its own
pad and jot down what it knew were
certainties for the future of the Broome
Campus and turn to others in the
community to ask about its possibilities.
There were two certainties; one, that the
Broome Campus would not close and two,
that the mission of reconciliation was
fundamental to the existence of the
Campus. For the possibilities, the
University went to the people, that is, the
staff and members of the community.
Five key focus areas form the new model
called the Professional Training and
Research Hub. In each of the five key areas
Aboriginal Studies, health, education and
research are included as they have been
since 1994.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

These areas are:
Vocational Education and Training (VET)
Enabling Pathways
Professional Development
Academic Initiatives
The Nulungu Research Institute

Another emerging area is the federal
government’s emphasis on the
development of northern Australia and the
role that the Broome Campus can play as
this unfolds.
The University’s
ability to reflect and
plan a way forward
has led to a new era
for the Broome
Campus and
includes a new
model requiring
nurturing and
championing, by
the University and
the Kimberley
community, to
Professor Lyn Henderson-Yates (L) with Professor Keith McNaught, the
ensure it grows and
newly appointed Executive Director for the Broome Campus commencing
fulfils its role as an
on 1 January 2014. (Photo: L Davies)
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education, training and research hub
within a mission of reconciliation.
We know that every tomorrow brings
with it new opportunities and new
possibilities. I will also be involved in new
directions in 2014 as I leave for the
Fremantle Campus in a new role as
National Director of Indigenous Teaching,
Research and Reconciliation across the
University’s three campuses of Fremantle,
Broome and Sydney, while also continuing
as Director of the Nulungu Research
Institute on the Sydney Campus.
I look back to my first day on the
Broome Campus on 3 January 2006 and
what attracted me to leave my tenured
position at a previous university to work
here. I have held a life-long passion for
social justice and, in my mind, the Broome
Campus mission of reconciliation reflected
that passion and made it tangible for me. I
believed that a Catholic university was one
organisation that I could be certain would
fight for social justice and honour its
commitment to Aboriginal people as
embodied in the speech delivered by Pope
John Paull ll in 1986 in Alice Springs.
My past eight years have been very
challenging but equally very rewarding
years for me. I have been thankful that I
have worked in my home region, the
Kimberley. Many Aboriginal people and
other Broome locals have been so
welcoming that, although my home town is
Derby, I have grown to feel Broome is my
second home. I have been supported and
guided by a number of people especially by
Bishop Christopher Saunders, Stephen
Baamba Albert and Sr Pat Rhatigan SSJG.
I look out the window and realise that
late afternoon has turned into evening,
shadows have given way to dusk and it
seems that the final thing left to do is to
recall the many people that I now thank for
their support and warm welcomes. I take
this opportunity to thank the Broome
Campus staff. They remain committed and
passionate about the Campus and its
mission of reconciliation. They recognise
that there is no other Australian university
Campus as unique as the Notre Dame
Broome Campus. It really is a jewel in the
crown of not only the University but also of
the Kimberly region.

Sisters of St John of God Heritage Centre

Infant Health in Broome
– Sisters pioneered

It’s Sister Jo-Jo! — the children would cry
when they saw the familiar Land Rover
coming along the dusty track. They would
run to meet the vehicle with its Aboriginal
driver and Sr Josepha (affectionately known
as Sr Jo-Jo) from the Broome Infant Health
Clinic. Often the driver’s family would
come along for the ride.
Sr Josepha’s role in the Clinic began
when the Government declared that Infant
Health Clinics (later called Child Health)
were a necessity in the North West because
of the alarmingly high rate of Aboriginal
infant mortality. In 1957 the first
permanent Infant Health position in the
Kimberley was set up by the State Public
Health, to be based in Broome. The Sisters
of St John of God were asked if they would
fill the position. Sister Josepha, who already
had twenty-five years of nursing experience
in the Kimberley, agreed with great joy to
do further studies in child health in Perth

and Melbourne in order to take on this
work. Returning to Broome in 1959 she
opened the first Infant Health Clinic in the
Kimberley.
The responsibility for the provision of a
building rested with the Shire, but as they
had limited resources the Sisters came to
the rescue, making available an old
building situated in the Convent grounds
on the corner of Robinson and Barker
Streets. In 1965 the Shire provided
accommodation for the clinic.
The Broome based Infant Health Sister
was required to travel extensively. Regular
trips were made up the Dampier Peninsula
calling into the Aboriginal communities,
pearling camps and stations. At other times
she travelled south going as far as Anna
Plains Station, Bidyadanga Community and
camps along the way.
The visit of the Infant Health Sister
brought peace of mind to many a
concerned mother and family as she was
able to help with all kinds of medical
needs.
Sr Jo-Jo was well known and loved by the
mothers and children who visited her
clinic; but there were many mothers and
sick children who were too timid to come
and these she visited in their homes. She
didn’t limit her contacts to the infants, but
would drop in to visit people in every camp
and respond to any need as she did her
rounds.
Sr Josepha’s close contact with the
Aboriginal people and her concern for their
health gave her great scope for research,

especially in areas of trachoma and bush
medicines. The WA Government paid
tribute to her for her findings in this
valuable medical research.
Josepha worked in this pioneer position
until 1973 when she retired due to ill health
and Sr Marcella Morris, then later Sr Ita
Prendergast continued the work until the
withdrawal of the Sisters in 1978.
Like many other health ventures in the
Kimberley the Sisters of St John of God
were leaders for their time. They were the
pioneers of infant health during the
difficult decades of the 1960s and 1970s.

Kathy Watson, the baby in this photo,
remembers the clinic Sisters positively as ‘being
there for all the babies everywhere’.
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Restoration Work on the Sacred Heart and
Christ the King Churches – Dampier Peninsula
Recent restoration work on Sacred Heart
Church Beagle Bay and Christ the King
Church Lombadina was carried out by
Colgan Industries, who are specialists in
heritage restoration work.
Martin Colgan with his team arrived at
Beagle Bay in August to commence the
restoration work on Sacred Heart Church.
Due to the foundations of the Church
building being constructed over a natural
spring, the bricks were subject to rising
damp within the walls of the vestries. All
furniture and ornaments needed to be
removed for the plaster to be chipped away,
to expose the bricks in both vestries. In the
main sanctuary only the lower 300mm of
plaster was removed. Treatment carried out
on these areas should give the fabric of the
building an extended life. Brad Plastering
Services from Broome did the replastering
using lime mortar. In addition all the
mother of pearl aboriginal symbols on the
sanctuary floor were repaired or replaced
and repainted. Finally, artistic artwork was
applied by Perth painter Gina Wade and
Dorothy Colgan to restore the Church’s
majestic fabric.
Further restoration work was carried out
at Christ the King Church at Lombadina by
carpenter Jack Baker and apprentice Lee
Doherty. It involved jacking-up the wooden
joists by as much as 150ml in some places
to make the floor level. All the floor boards
were removed to access the stump bearers
some of which were eaten-out by termites

and needed replacement. Once completed
all the floor boards were re-laid and
levelled.
The funding of these two major
restoration works was only possible thanks
to the successful application by Bishop
Saunders to Lotterywest for a Heritage
Grant. The Diocese of Broome remains
grateful to Lotterywest for their continued
financial support to the restoration of these
two icons of our Catholic faith and
community life the Kimberley.

Seasons for Healing in Kalumburu
In September, under the trees near
the Grotto in Kalumburu, several
women participated in the Seasons
for Healing Program. They were
very pleased to have completed the
Program and enjoyed working
outside in the shade and breeze.
These women along with other
Photo: Sr A Cabassi rsj
community women are concerned
and committed to making a difference in their families and community.
Inner healing is the first step to growing strong and being able to make
considered responses rather than violent reactions. Remembering their
story and all the changes they have experienced was helpful and noticing
that there were happy memories to enjoy as well as the difficult and sad
times. "We need to make more happy memories now with our
grandchildren" commented one participant. "I didn't realise that we have
said goodbye to so many through deaths and people leaving the Mission
and Community" was another reflection.
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Obituary
Doris Edgar (nee Roe) Ngalyjan
Born: 1926
Entered Eternal Life: 4 July 2013
Read by Peter Yu
Like many of our elders, we don’t really
know how old Bibi was. She was born
sometime before the war, probably early
twenties, so we think she was in her
nineties. With her brother Micky, and
sisters Gladys and Gwen, she was born in
Kulupariny (Injidane station) — an
outstation of Thangoo where her parents
Tommy and Monica Roe were working for
the Edgar brothers.
Bibi grew up in a family of station
workers, working for their masters.
The family was then shifted to the outcamp on Thangoo at Jambarr-nganyjal
(known as Yardugarra station), where her
younger brothers, Dicky and Joe, were
born. Her younger sister Teresa was born
later in town at the native hospital.
Although they worked hard, her family
were able to walk to favourite fishing and
hunting spots where Bibi learnt about the
seasons and bush foods.
On the station, some bosses were good,
some not so. Like her mother and
grandmother before her, as young, pretty
women they were vulnerable to abuse
from managers and stockman, who, in
her words, would ‘threaten with guns’ if
they did not have their way. Then later, as
the “half-caste” children were born, under
the terms of the native welfare acts, they
could be taken way. This happened one
day to her sister Gwen – she was taken
from the camp, kept in town for a while
with lepers at the native hospital and
eventually sent south. It was always a
great tragedy to Bibi that Gwen remained
lost to her family. Eventually they found
Gwen’s children, and the families are now
back together again.
Living a cultural life was strict, and as
teenager Bibi was given to her promised
husband, Tommy Edgar. It was a hard
time for her as she had to deal with the
wrath of his first wife, but there was no
going back, and they would stay together
for life, eventually having 9 children
together: Janet, Peter, Jimmy, Thomas Jnr,
Judy, Joseph, Wayne, Dianne and John.
Bibi also adjusted to a third wife, and
raised all her co-wive’s children.
Like most station workers throughout

the north, her family
experienced the double edge
of station life. On the one
hand they were able to keep
living on Country, maintaining
cultural life. On the other they
suffered the indignity of being
disposable tenant labourers.
Several times her family was
kicked off the station and had
to fend for themselves. Once
her father was promised a block of his
own, but when a new owner came he
eventually forced the family off the station
and unceremoniously dumped them in
town.
Later she would return to the station
with Tommy, her husband, and their
children were thus able to learn about
their home Country.
Living in town brought new challenges
as her family shifted from job to job,
camp to camp, till they eventually settled
up the hill. Whilst her husband got jobs
as a mechanic, an ice-maker and
eventually a truck driver, Bibi got domestic
work, ‘polishing, ironing, washing and
that sort of thing’. In those days if you
didn’t have a job you got picked up for
vagrancy, so they were always hardworking. Their first house was a tin
shack, built on dunes of Kennedy Hill —
sand floors, no water or electricity — but
camping on the edge of Roebuck Bay
provided other riches. Here they were able
to live off the foreshore, hunting every day
and sharing with other families who lived
up the hill. It was a rich cultural mix of
Yawuru, Karajarri, Mangala, Bardi and
Nyigina, as well as the Asian pearling
workers who lived in the foreshore camps
and shared their lives.
The irony of their situation on the hill
was that whilst they were living on the
Reserve, under Native Welfare Acts that
marginalised aboriginal people’s rights
and interests, they were camping on a
very significant piece of land where they
could reinforce their customs and
traditions. It was here that her father and
husband were part of a strong community
of cultural leaders, maintaining culture

and law in Yawuru Country, and, from the
high sand dunes, able to keep a watchful
eye on their homelands across the bay.
After those many years on the reserve
Bibi’s family moved to the town house on
Herbert St where her home was always
open to family and friends, with a cooked
lunch for whoever was there at the time.
It was here too that her husband
Tommy would gain recognition for his
political fight for the rights of Broome
and west Kimberley Aboriginal people,
becoming, in 1973 the first Kimberley
elected leader to the NAC. Whilst raising
their family, Bibi supported him in this
work, travelling with him to Canberra on
a number of occasions.
After his death in 1995, she then took
up her own fight – the fight to preserve
and maintain her culture and language. A
fight that she continued to her passing.
Doris would often say that Yawuru is a
beautiful language. Realising that she was
one of the last fluent speakers and that
her language was dying, with the help of
her daughter Dianne, began their own
campaign to save the language and get
Yawuru taught in schools.
Her life tells the story of our people
and their struggles. She was of an era
where culture and caring for Country,
maintaining ceremony and passing on
knowledge, was paramount.
Although we must now say farewell to
this wonderful lady today, and know that
we will miss her, it now remains for us to
carry on her legacy of respect for our
families, our culture and language, and
our Country.
Galiya
May she rest in Peace.

Kimberley Community Profile DECEMBER 2013 17

Parish News
Broome

Photo: S Malak
Photo: S Baird

Dominic and Amarah Treacy were married, on Saturday 5 October
2013, by Fr Matthew Digges at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral
in Broome. Dominic is an Air-condition Technician and Amarah
works at St Mary’s College in administration.

Students from St Mary’s College in Broome celebrated the
Sacrament of Confirmation at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral
on 26 October. The Celebrant was Bishop Christopher Saunders and
the Concelebrants were Fr Matthew Digges and Fr Ernesto Cerutti.

Halls creek

DAMPIER Peninsula

(L-R) Fr James Saina, Alex Wilson and Lesley Boddington looking on while
the water is poured. Lachlan James obviously enjoyed the moment. Photo:
Sr Alma Cabassi rsj

Photo: L Grant

At Christ the King Church in Lombadina-Djarindjin, Parish Priest Fr
Hilary Rotich rings the bell to call the faithful to mass on Sunday
mornings.

Kalumburu

Photo: A Rohr

Lachlan James McKay was welcomed into the Catholic Family when he
was baptised at St Mary's Church in Halls Creek. His great
grandmother was in town for the occasion (from Midland, WA) as was
Godmother and Aunt Lesley Boddington who travelled from Billiluna.

• Complete professional
mechanical services
Our Lady of the Assumption Parish in
Kalumburu was excited to receive their
long awaited parish bus. The bus,
which has been decorated with images
of artwork from the community, is to
be used to drive people around the
community, including bringing those
less mobile to church.
On his recent trip to Kalumburu,
Bishop Saunders was on hand to
bless the bus.
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• Vehicle maintenance & repairs
• All makes and models
• 4WD specialists
• Radiator repairs & replacement – Natrad specialist
• Natrad air conditioning repairer
Phone: (08) 9192 1526 2 Florence Way, Blue Haze Broome, WA
Email: promecnatrad6@bigpond.com
MRB3436
AU23091

Parish News
KUNUNURRA

Bidyadanga

Photo: Sr C O’Connor rsj

On Sunday 10 November, Bishop Saunders was in Kununurra to
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation at St Vincent Pallotti
Church. Serving on the altar for mass was Wayne Swan.

Photo: Fr B Calanza

For the month of October, the month of the rosary, the parish
community of La Grange/Bidyadanga prayed the rosary every
Tuesday in houses and Fridays in the church. This photo was taken
at the rosary in the house of Madeline Jadai.

School News
Beagle Bay

Students from Sacred Heart School Beagle Bay, wearing white for All
Saints Day mass, together with school staff, Deacon Des Neagle and Fr
Hilary Rotich.

On 1 November, All Saints Day, students and staff at Sacred Heart
School in Beagle Bay made a special effort to wear white. A school mass
was celebrated in the morning and a special morning tea was held with
each child receiving a ‘soul cake’ at recess. In classrooms, a collection
was taken for donation to the Red Cross to support victims of the
bushfires in the eastern states.
Earlier in the week, the Secondary class spent time at the Beagle Bay
Cemetery, tidying the surrounds and preparing graves for the All Souls
Day Service held at the cemetery.

Simone, Fidalas, Stewart and Zhytelle with the flight instructor at Flight
Experience where students got the chance to fly a Boeing 737-700.

At the end of Term 3, sixteen Secondary students from Sacred
Heart School in Beagle Bay, along with staff and parish priest Fr Hilary
Rotich, travelled to Perth.
While in Perth they participated in a wide variety of team building
activities, visited Kings Park, Perth Zoo, Clontarf and even
presented a petition to Josie Farrer MLA at Parliament House. The
students experienced ice skating, abseiling and laser tag for the
first time and loved every minute of the camp – even the bumpy
landings in the plane!
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School News
Broome

‘The Boabs’ by Clarissa Churchill, Year 10 (from Frog Hollow community
near Warmun). Photo: St Mary’s College

St Mary’s College, Year 12 Graduating students of 2013.

Nineteen Year 12 students celebrated their Graduation from St
Mary’s College in Broome on 24 October.
Graduation day commenced with the Graduation Assembly at
Notre Dame University Hall where families, teachers and students
from Years 7 to 11 joined the graduands to reflect on their school
days at St Mary’s College and to wish them well for their lives
after school.
Later in the day, Bishop Christopher Saunders, Fr Matthew
Digges and Fr Ernesto Cerutti concelebrated the graduation mass
at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral. The mass was an
acknowledgement of Catholic faith and Catholic education and an
expression of gratitude and spirituality by the graduating class.

Artwork by Tessa Jaffrey, Year 10, Broome. Photo: St Mary’s College

As a celebration of all of the hard work the senior students at St
Mary’s College in Broome with their Art, Woodwork and Design
Photography, their final work was hosted as an exhibition recently.

Derby

KUNUNURRA

Photo: S McArthur

Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church in Derby celebrated the
Sacrament of Confirmation on the 20 October. Bishop Christopher
Saunders was the celebrant on the day, with Monsignor Paul
Boyers concelebrating. Four students from the Holy Rosary Parish
confirmed their relationship with Jesus and the Catholic Church
proudly; in front of family, friends and the Derby community. It
was a spiritual day that brought the community together, to
contemplate the wonderful works of God.
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During the First Communion ceremony, Fr Joel Nyongesa asked students
about the sacraments.

Students from St Joseph’s School, Kununurra celebrated their first
Holy Communion in the St Vincent Pallotti Church recently. Their
teachers, Mr Andrew Gammon and Miss Erin Healy prepared the
communicants in all aspects of this sacrament, ensuring they
understood what it was they were receiving. The students’
preparation included class work, a full day retreat and regular visits
to the church to practice the mass. The church was full to
overflowing with families celebrating with their children.

MULAN

Red Hill
LEFT: Matthius, Grace
and Sebana enjoying
the celebration
together.
BELOW: Matthius and
Cheyanne telling the
story of Jesus and
Mary going to the
wedding in Cana.
Photos: E Ellis
ABOVE: Thomas Skeen and David
Morton share some lunch at
Warlawurru Catholic School in Red Hill.
RIGHT: Sherona Long, Ashley Bindai
and Shania Drill learning about dental
hygiene in Health class.
Photos: D Savoia

RINGER SOAK

At John Pujajangka-Piyirn School in Mulan, friends and family
were invited to the Junior Class for a special birthday celebration.
In Religious Education the children have been exploring ways
people gather to celebrate, have fun together and enjoy each other’s
company just like Jesus did at the wedding of Cana. The children
prepared food for the party, created party hats and played games to
celebrate. This celebration encouraged the children to understand
that God gave them the ability to celebrate, especially to celebrate
the people they love and the good things in other people.

WYNDHAM

Photo: CAS

Sherise Kelly (L) and Rickiesha Tchooga working hard at reception
at Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School in Ringer Soak-Yaruman.

WARMUN

On Monday 14 October Sr Alma Cabassi rsj spent the day with
the staff of St Joseph’s School, Wyndham. The day focused on
discovering aspects of Josephite Spirituality, re-connecting the
staff with their school founder. The day marked the beginning of
the preparation for the celebration of 50 years of Catholic Education
in Wyndham, and 50 years of the Josephites in the Kimberley
in 2014.

Treston Peters
and Joshua
Crewes from
Ngalangangpum
School in Warmun
during Ngapuny
time.
Photo: Sr J Murphy rsj
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Lounge

Special
Rooms

Help

7

Decorate!

Saturday

Is

Erect
Christmas
Tree!
NO
DECORATIONS
(See Dec 8 & 15)

Friday

Feast of Holy Family
Plan Special Meal
Write a Letter of
(FAMILY)
Help
Feast of Motherhood Cook STAR Biscuits for
Make the
for Mum
“I
Sunday
family
love
Epiphany
tidy
happy
you
,
Prepare
house
31
1
2
3
4 the
today 30
Mum!”
lots of
FAMILY GOALS
today
happily!!
smiles&help for Motherhood of Mary Where will you put it to
Mary
Day (See Jan 1)
give her a surprise?
(.. the Magi follow the star)
for 2014!
To smile (FAMILY) Write
Quietly, without Collect card Over a main meal Enjoy a Family
Ask questions about Feast of the Baptism
Is a
letters of Thanks the person or wrapping
talk
about
your Baptism Day
for:- 8
knowing, 9
paper 10
:
5
6 GIFT!
7
11
12
13
of
do a
what
this
for
Christmas
Fun
Our
Share
GOOD Planet
Ark meant to you Day
Lord
one today! Christmas Gifts Ch
DEED! or Nursing Home as a Family out!
Feast of Epiphany

Advent Sunday 4
Place
message
22
on
Tree

Advent Sunday 3
Hang Lights
on
15
Tree

Tinsel

Advent Sunday 2
Trim
Tree
8

Advent

Advent Sunday 1
Make Australian
1
Symbol

Sunday

Each day of Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Calendar has a different activity. Plan which ones you will do each week.

Prayer Time
Christmas Prayer
of Pope John XXIII
O sweet Child of Bethlehem,
grant that we may share with all our
hearts
in this profound mystery of Christmas.
Put into the hearts of men and women
this peace
for which they sometimes seek so
desperately
and which you alone can give to them.
Help them to know one another better,
and to live as brothers and sisters,
children of the same Father.
Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness and purity.
Awaken in their hearts love and gratitude for your infinite goodness.
Join them all together in your love.
And give us your heavenly peace.
Amen.  

Yesteryear: Images From Our Past

Parish/Mass
Centres
BROOME
Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times:
				
Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA
Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times:
Balgo: 		
Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
Billiluna:
Sunday 4.00pm
Mulan: 		
Sunday 10.00am

DAMPIER PENINSULA
Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hillary Rotich
Mass times:
Beagle Bay: Saturday 5.00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 8.00am
Lombadina: Sunday 8.30am

DERBY
Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
Derby: 		
Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 9.00am
Fitzroy Crossing: 5.00pm 2nd & 4th
				
Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK
Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr James Saina
Mass times:
		 2nd and 4th Sundays: 8.30am
		 1st and 3rd Sundays: 6.00pm

KALUMBURU
Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Nicholas Kipkemboi
Mass times:
				
Saturday 5.30pm Vigil
				
Sunday 7.00am

KUNUNURRA
Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times:
Kununurra: Sunday 8.30am
Wyndham: Sunday 5.00pm
Warmun:
Monday 5.00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA
Cyclone Bessie, 1964, La Grange Mission
Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives
La Grange (now Bidyadanga) recorded 616 mm of rain in 72 hours during Cyclone Bessie
which formed on 6 January 1964. The convention of naming Australian tropical cyclones
began in 1964. The first Western Australian named cyclone was Bessie.

Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Benny Calanza
Mass times:
				
Sunday 9.00am

WYNDHAM
Refer Kununurra Parish
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On Saturday 12 October at Our Lady of the Assumption Church in
Kalumburu, six people, with a mix of young and old, received the
Sacrament of Confirmation from Bishop Saunders. Following mass, the
community was more than happy to celebrate with a cake. Photo: A Rohr

David Paddy (L) and Fr Hilary Rotich enjoy some of the
fruits of the sea from the pristine waters of Beagle Bay
on the Dampier Peninsula. Photo: CAS

St Mary's College Broome Year 10 and 11 students were involved in Work
Experience in the last week of Term 3. Practical work experience is a
component of their Careers and Enterprise course. Thirty-five students were
placed in businesses and industry around Broome providing a vast range of
work experiences. Reubin Lawford is pictured here working at Tropical Motors.
Photo: A Mitchell

There is no shortage of stunning sunsets in the KImberley.
This one was captured on camera very close to James Price
Point, approximately 40km north of Broome. Photo: CAS

RIGHT: On Bishop
Saunders’ desert trip,
a huge number of
sandhills had to be
crossed, many of them
12 metres high and a few
topped 16 metres. The
vehicles were in contact
with each other by
two-way radio as they
crossed each obstacle
some of which needed
to be approached with
caution. Photo: CAS

