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Matthew 5:16

“… let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see 

your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in 

heaven.”

Truth, Justice and  
Healing Council Update
Retired WA Supreme Court Judge appointed Chair of 
Catholic Church’s Truth Justice and Healing Council
Former judge of the Supreme Court of Western 
Australia and HIH Royal Commissioner, the 
Hon Neville Owen, has been appointed Chair of 
the Catholic Church’s Truth Justice and Healing 
Council.

The Truth Justice and Healing Council is 
coordinating the Catholic Church’s engagement 
with the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse 
and developing the Church’s child 
protection and survivors’ assistance 
reform agenda.

Mr Owen’s appointment follows 
the death of the Council’s inaugural 
Chair, the Hon Barry O’Keefe, early 
last month.

Mr Owen has a long and 
distinguished 40-year career as a 
judge, barrister, solicitor, advocate 
and reformer. He has worked 
closely with many charities and 

educational bodies advising on governance and 
reform initiatives.

Mr Owen brings to the Truth Justice and 
Healing Council the skills of one of Australia’s 
most experienced and respected legal minds and 
community advocates.

He will join the eleven-member Council, 
made up predominantly of lay people of mixed 

denominations including three 
who are, or who have close family 
who are, survivors of child sexual 
abuse within the Church.

The Council’s role is to 
oversee the Church’s engagement 
with the Commission, to develop 
new policies to protect children 
and young people and to help the 
Church respond to any future 
complaints appropriately and 
with justice, putting the needs of 
survivors first.

Federation of Bishops Conferences’ of 
Oceania Convention
In May this year the Bishops of Oceania met in 
Wellington, New Zealand, for the Federation of Bishops 
Conferences’ of Oceania Convention, a gathering that 
takes place every four years. Among other things, the 
Bishops shared matters arising from their discussion in 
preparation for the forthcoming Synod in Rome. They 
also expressed their concern for the Refugees and 
Asylum seekers being held in Australian Detention 
Centres and in Nauru and Manus. To this end they 
prepared a statement speaking out against such ongoing 
incarceration.

The assembled Bishops will next meet again in Port 
Moresby in four years time. 

Federation of Bishops Conferences’ of Oceania Convention Assembly 2014 
during the visit to the Home of Compassion.

STATEMENT FROM 
CATHOLIC BISHOPS 

OF OCEANIA  

The Catholic Bishops of Oceania-
from Australia, New Zealand, 
Papua New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands and the Pacific island 
nations--gathered in Wellington, 
New Zealand, for their 
Federation meeting, have shared 
their experiences in listening to 
the human stories of those 
people who have attempted to 
enter Australia by boat. They 
therefore express their solidarity 
with bishops, priests and pastoral 
workers in Nauru and Papua 
New Guinea  who are attempting 
to respond compassionately to 
the presence and plight of 
asylum seekers transferred to 
these nations against their will.

We appeal to the leaders of 
Papua New Guinea and Australia 
to honour the clause that calls for 
a review after 12 months of the 
Regional Resettlement 
Arrangement Between Australia 
and Papua New Guinea.
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Viewpoint

THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT- 
Life for our souls 
The Dry Season in the Kimberley would 
have to come close to being the most 
perfect weather in the world. With the less 
comfortable moments of the steamy Wet 
behind us we can look forward to enjoying 
a host of happenings that this perfect 
weather makes possible.  This is the time 
for carnivals, concerts, weddings, art 
exhibitions and major sporting events.  It 
is also the time for visitors to arrive on 
their migration paths away from the great 
freeze in the south to the mild warmth of 
the north.

For me, the dry season signals all of the 
above and more. Each ‘Dry’ seems to be 
alive with hope and new beginnings which 
bring us memorable occasions. For 
instance, this year in June we witnessed 
the ordination of Rev Christopher 
Knapman who became a priest for the 
Diocese of Broome, part of the long 
tradition of dedicated ministry that has 
served the Kimberley Mission so well.

Fr Knapman’s inspired decision to 
become a priest for the Diocese was his 
own, but not his alone. In a graced 
moment he received a calling from God 
that was tested in time and formation, but 
it was confirmed and brought to fruition by 
the Holy Spirit whose gifts fulfill and 
sustain and sanctify. Our Diocese has been 
blessed by this event of an Ordination. We 
rejoice in the presence of the Spirit in our 
lives, in the life of our Church and in the 
life of Fr Knapman.

This time of the year is also the season 
of the Sacrament of Confirmation. During 
this time people, usually young, are 
bestowed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

which I administer in a number of 
communities and settlements. It is for 
them, as it is for me, a particular and 
memorable joy. 

During the celebration I always speak, 
naturally enough, of the seven Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, as listed in Holy Scripture so 
that we might remember God’s unbounded 
love for us – Wisdom, Understanding, 
Knowledge, Right Judgment, Wonder and 
Awe, Courage, Reverence. Notable too are 
the twelve fruits of the Holy Spirit – those 
perfections formed in us by our acceptance 
and use of His Gifts – Peace, Patience, Joy, 
Charity, Kindness, Goodness, Generosity, 
Gentleness, Chastity, Modesty, Self-Control 
and Faithfulness. 

What strikes me as particularly 
interesting is that when you list the Gifts 
and the Fruits together it becomes 
amazingly clear that the life of the Holy 
Spirit is poured out for us continually, all 
for the benefit of assisting us in our 
normal lives. When we think about it, 
those Gifts are ever at work in so much of 
what we say and do. It is very easy to 
become mesmerized by the Scriptural story 
of the Apostles upon whom fell Tongues of 
Fire and who were able to converse with 
people from foreign lands in their different 
languages. What is more amazing are the 
Gifts at work in us - that help us say the 
right thing at the right moment; that 
inspire us to be the comfort someone else 
needs; that drive us to accept healing from 
God of our own broken-ness; and to be 
healers for others.  Through the power of 
the Spirit we remain true to our vocation to 
the Married life, to the Priesthood, to the 

Religious Life or as a single person. In the 
Spirit we become people of Faith, intrepid 
in our Belief, trusting in God, prayerful 
and living testimonies to the God of Life. 
We can, through the Gifts of the Spirit, 
forgive where forgiveness appeared 
impossible; we can accept with humility 
that forgiveness that comes so generously 
from the God who saves.  In the Holy 
Spirit we find the courage we need to be 
staunch opponents of the culture of death 
that threatens to consume so much of our 
suffering world and to be at all times 
beacons of hope and charity. 

Every time the Sacrament of 
Confirmation is celebrated in our Parish 
may it be an occasion of renewal for each 
of us. As the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
promise life for our souls so through them 
might we come to know the warmth of 
God’s love in our hearts.

You are invited to attend Pilgrimage 2016

The Year 2016 will be a Jubilee Year for the Diocese 
of Broome. Part of the celebration will be a Diocesan 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, the land of Jesus birth. 

Pilgrims will leave Australia for Rome firstly and will 
visit St Peters Basilica and the other wonderful sites 
of Rome, then fly to Israel to visit Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, Bethany and Jerusalem. 

Begin saving now for the pilgrimage in about mid 
September 2016.

WALKING IN JESUS COUNTRY - 2016

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE  JULY 2014  3



Making bad things worse
On 2 June, the Chairman of the Australian Catholic Social Justice 
Council, Bishop Christopher Saunders, and the Acting Executive 
Director of Catholic Social Services Australia, Ms Jackie Kelly, 
issued a joint media release.

Bishop Saunders and Ms Kelly said the 2014 federal Budget 
would ‘deepen the divide between rich and poor, and the greatest 
burden will fall on those who are young, on families, and on 
those already struggling to find work’. 

When it comes to unemployed young people, it seems as if 
they were right to be concerned. 

The government proposes to tighten requirements on young 
people applying for the unemployment benefit (the ‘Newstart 
Allowance’). Applicants under 30 would have to wait for six 
months before they receive anything. The allowance, when it 
comes, would be only for six months, followed by another six 
months without income. The cycle would repeat until the person 
found a job or started an approved course of study. 

The Senate Estimates hearings have revealed that the 
Department of Social Services is budgeting for emergency 
payments for people in desperate circumstances because they 
have no other means of support. The department expects that 
over the next four years about 550,000 job seekers will come to it 
for help to pay for food, rent, electricity and similar necessities. 

It seems the government is perfectly aware that these 
measures will push some people into deep poverty, with no way 
of paying for basic necessities. Presumably the 550,000 people 
the department expects to have to support will be in addition to 
the hundreds of thousands who come to charities such as Vinnies 
and the Salvos for similar help. 

That is not all. A report in the Fairfax press says that young 
people who have applied for Newstart would be expected to apply 
for 40 jobs each month even while they receive no benefit. 

Of course, these provisions may be dropped or modified as the 
Budget fights its way through the Senate. Nevertheless, we have 
to be worried about a society that could come up with proposals 
like these. 

For years, advocates including the ACSJC have been calling for 
an increase in the rate of the unemployment allowance, pointing 
out that an income below the poverty line is no help when it 
comes to finding a job. Similar calls have come from 
organisations such as the Business Council of Australia. It is 
simply unrealistic to expect a young person with no income to 
apply for 40 jobs in a month, with the costs of travel to 
interviews, printing CVs, maintaining appearance and other 
expenses. The proposed six-months-on, six-months-off regime 
effectively halves the present allowance rate. No-one who has 
been through the soul-destroying experience of applying for non-
existent jobs could impose a requirement like that. 

Bishop Saunders said in the media release that the government 
‘should be empowering those who are struggling – not punishing 
them’. Too many in our society are bent on making the lives of 
those already marginalised even more desperate. 

By Dr David Brennan, Editing and 
Publications Officer of the Australian 
Catholic Social Justice Council

St Aloysius, the patron of 
Catholic youth, was born in 
a castle at Montau, 
Lombardy in Italy. Since he 
was so full of life, his father 
decided to make a great soldier out of him. When Aloysius 
was just five, his father took him to the army camp.

There little Aloysius marched in parade and even managed 
to load and fire a gun one day while the army was at rest. He 
learned rough language from the soldiers, too. When he 
found out what the words meant, he felt very bad that he 
used them.

As he grew up, Aloysius was sent to the courts of dukes 
and princes. Telling lies, fighting and living a bad life of sin 
were common in the court. But all this only made Aloysius 
more careful to live his life as a good Christian. When he 
became sick with a kidney disease he felt this was a blessing 
from God as it gave him an excuse to spend time praying and 
reading good books.

When Aloysius was sixteen, he decided to become a Jesuit 
priest. At first, his father refused to give him permission but 
after three years when he found he could not change his 
son’s mind, he finally agreed. He taught catechism to poor 
street boys and signed all his wealth over to his brother.

Once Aloysius joined the order, he asked to do hard and 
humble tasks. He served in the kitchen and washed the 
dishes. He wanted to make his life pure by doing penance. 
When the plague broke out in Rome, Aloysius asked if he 
could care for the sick. He was used to his servants doing 
everything for him but he gladly washed the sick and made 
their beds.

He served them until finally he caught the sickness 
himself. Before he died, he said simply, “I am going to 
heaven.” Aloysius was only twenty-three when he died on the 
night of June 20, 1591. The body of St Aloysius Gonzaga is 
buried in the Church of St Ignatius in Rome.

St Aloysius 
Gonzaga

Saint News

Born: 1568   
Died: 1591
Feast Day: June 21 

Office of Justice, Ecology 
and Peace

MARK HUGHES

PO Box 2121 
Broome WA 6725

MARK HUGHES

TEL   0438 864 994
EML  broome@erichood.com.au

Established in 1945

www.erichood.com.au

Painting  
Contractors

www.erichood.com.au

PO BOX 2121

Broome, WA 6725

TEL  0438 864 994
EML  broome@erichood.com.au
REG  1561

4  KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE  JULY 2014



Penny and Les Paton have recently returned to the 
Kimberley Mission. After completing a term as volunteers at 
the Warmun Retreat Centre, they have joined the staff at 
the Chancery Office. Penny joins the staff as the Finance 
Officer and Les has taken over as Property Manager.

Photo: A Rohr

Briefly Speaking

Kimberley Catholic Volunteers Yves and Vicki Baudry recently 
finished their time in Broome. Yves and Vicki, from Wagga 
Wagga in NSW, have volunteered in the Diocese of Broome for 
many years most recently as Property Manager and Finance 
Officer in Broome.

Photo: A Rohr

New Kids on the Block

5

1. Isobelle and her grandmother Anne Gordon, from Kunji near  
Halls Creek. Photo: CAS

2. From the Warmun community is Glen Nulgit holding  
son Jensen. Photo: CAS 

3. Daisy and her grandmother Doris Victor of Nine Mile  
in Wyndham. Photo: CAS 

4. Baby Maylene Green with her parents Joash Green and Talika Balbal 
in the Parish of La Grange/Bidyadanga. Photo: Fr B Calanza 

5. Diego Vigilante, of Broome, is the second son of Monica and Tom, 
and younger brother to Anjo. Photo: J Grimson 

4

1
32

3
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Songs and rhymes are important teaching 
tools. In the Solomon Islands, nursery 
rhymes are helping to save children’s 
lives. Using well-known tunes and simple 
lyrics, children learn what to do in the event 
of potential disasters that face the Solomon 
Islands such as cyclones, floods, 
earthquakes and tsunamis. “Nursery 
rhymes break down the fear associated with 
natural disasters, and also help children 
memorise the rhymes and the emergency 
response,” said Martina. “They enjoy the 
singing.”

Martina’s school in Ngossi is in a region, 
much like many in the Solomon Islands 
and Vanuatu, that is prone to all manner of 
natural disasters. It’s very important for the 
young children to learn strategies to be safe 

during disasters 
and 
emergencies.   “Our 
homes are under 
threat. We have the 
cyclone season that 
runs from 
November to March annually, so this type of 
disaster is a big risk,” said Martina. Adam 
Elliott, Caritas Australia’s Solomon Islands 
and Vanuatu Program Manager, said 
disasters often occur early in the morning 
when the children are at school. “The 
children take this disaster risk management 
to their homes,” said Adam. “They sing 
songs and talk about what the songs have 
taught them. “They have really taken it and 
made it their own, writing the songs in 

their local languages.” The project is 
currently running in the Solomon Islands 
and Vanuatu. Due to its success and 
interest across the South Pacific, Caritas 
Australia is planning to extend the 
program’s reach to other countries.

This project was recently a joint winner 
of the United Nations Pacific Innovation & 
Leadership Award for Resilience at the 6th 
Pacific Platform for Disaster Risk 
Management.

Lenny O’Meara, an Aboriginal Teaching 
Assistant from Sacred Heart School in 
Beagle Bay, recently said “Aloha” to 
Beagle Bay and flew off to represent the 
Diocese of Broome at the World 
Indigenous Peoples Conference on 
Education, (WIPCE) in Oahu, Hawaii. 
Lenny was amongst a contingent of 10 
educators from Western Australia to 
attend. Around 14 countries were 
represented at the conference. Lenny 

presented at the conference, sharing work 
done at Sacred Heart School around the 
use of English as an Additional Language 
or Dialect in the classroom. Lenny 
commented that his experience in 
meeting with indigenous education 
experts from various countries and 
sharing issues and challenges which are 
common to all, as well as celebrating 
successful initiatives, was valuable for him 
as he returns to his role in the school.

Caritas Kimberley

Project Compassion 2014 Record Fundraising
The people of the Kimberley have long been generous in their 
efforts to raise funds for Project Compassion, the Lenten 
Appeal for Caritas, the development arm of the Catholic 
Church in the Kimberley and in Australia.

This year a total sum of money was raised in Parishes and 
Schools amounting to $35,879.61.

Noting the apparent success, Bishop Saunders said, “many 
places achieved more than their target figures set at the 
beginning of Lent. All kinds of fund-raising schemes were 
employed from rice days to garage sales, from raffles to 
picture nights. What was particularly heartening was the 
keenness of school children to be involved’, he said. 
“Sometimes, more than adults, children are sensitive to the 

needs of those who live below the poverty line and are 
anxious to help others to thrive. Some of our children in our 
schools go to a great deal of trouble to gather monies for 
Caritas aid programs. Some of them, through fasting or doing 
without treats, raise funds knowing that their sacrifice will 
help others”, he said.

“I am grateful to so many people from all sorts of 
backgrounds and from all areas who have made this year’s 
Project Compassion an outstanding success.”

Project Compassion at 
Work - Solomon Islands

World Indigenous Peoples 
Conference on Education

A delegate at WIPCE in 
traditional costume.  

Photo: L O’Meara
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2014 WORLD MISSION APPEAL

Freecall: 1800 257 296
catholicmission.org.au/Jamaica
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For the 2014 World Mission Month Appeal, celebrated by 
Catholics around the world in October, Catholic Mission 

will focus on the work of the Church in Jamaica—a 
country deeply troubled by violence and crime.

Sister Teresia Tinanisolow, a Marist Missionary Sister living 
and working in Jamaica, wakes most mornings to the sound 
of gunfire in the streets of Mount Salem, a particularly 
dangerous suburb of Montego Bay. Sadly, in a nation with 
one of the highest murder rates in the world, this is nothing 
unusual.

Desperate to make a difference, Sr Teresia is one of 
countless missionaries dedicating their lives to reaching out 
and offering practical and spiritual support to people of 
Jamaica.

She runs vocational skills training courses, which help 
successful graduates like Tanice to achieve a better standard 
of living for themselves and their families, through gaining 
employment in Jamaica’s rapidly growing tourism industry. 

Thanks to the work of missionaries like Sr Teresia, Tanice 
can now support her husband Paul and their three children, 
Chanel, Monique and Orlando. 

Throughout this World Mission Month, Catholic Mission 
invites you to reach out and give life to the people of Jamaica 
by supporting Sr Teresia and the Catholic Church as they 
work to bring peace and stability to the nation. 

For more information, please visit  
www.catholicmission.org.au/wmm.

Please look out for the appeal this World Mission Month!

P.O. Box 243, Halls Creek, WA 6770  
Telephone: (08) 9168 6008  Fax: (08) 9168 6119  

Email: admin@warlawurru.wa.edu.au  ABN 92 612 080 496

Lessons Commenced with Sister Lucy on  
2nd of February 1987 in BOW SHED

We invite all past Staff and Students to share your 
story of your time at Warlawurru Catholic School. 
These stories will be collated into a booklet and 

Launched at our Celebration on  
Tuesday November 11, 2014.

WARLAWURRU  
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
RED HILL

Warlawurru Catholic School 

25th Anniversary  
Celebration

2014 25 Robinson St, Broome WA 6725
centamanager@westnet.com.au

08 9192 2293

Providing Support to the West Kimberley

•	 Emergency Relief: Food and Clothing 
Vouchers

•	 Homeless Accommodation Support 
•	 Homeless Support to Rough Sleepers
•	 Accommodation Support for people living 

with Mental Health 
•	 Public Tenancy Support Services

Homeless Breakfast: 
Fr McMahon Place 
Mon, Wed, Fri 
8.00am - 9.30am
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On Tuesday 10 June, the Warmun community celebrated the 
building of the new school with a dedication ceremony and 
symbolised by the turning of the soil.

Three years ago a large part of the village and virtually all of the 
Ngalangangpum Catholic School in Warmun were destroyed in a 
massive flood the like of which had never been seen there before. 

The new school will take eighteen months to complete and will 
cost $9.1m.

Dedication Ceremony - Ngalangangpum Catholic School  

   WARMUN

1. In Warmun, the first soil is turned by Bishop Christopher Saunders and 
Patrick Mung Mung to acknowledge the beginning of the building of the 
new School in the East Kimberley Community.

2. School Councilor Eileen Bray of Warmun took her turn to symbolically 
turn the soil. 

3. Present at the dedication ceremony was builder Greg (Patches) 
Fiorenza and Leanne Hodge, the School Principal.  
Photo: CAS 

4. Casius Nulgit (L) and Spencer Morgan were there to celebrate.
5. Gathered under some trees for the midday ceremony - students, 

teachers, visitors, architect, builders, Fr Joel Nyongesa and Bishop 
Christopher joined in the celebratory moment of Dedication.

6. Architects Edward Tran and Sue Thomas of Engawa Architects Broome, 
were present.

2

1

5

6

4

3
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Vatican Dossier

Pope Francis’ 
Pentecost 
Homily

Here is a translation of the homily Pope Francis gave during 
Mass for the Feast of Pentecost.

“All were filled with the Spirit”  (Acts 2:4).
Speaking to the Apostles at the Last Supper, Jesus said that, after 
his departure from this world, he would send them the gift of the 
Father, that is, the Holy Spirit (cf. John 15:26). This promise is 
fulfilled with power on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit 
descends upon the disciples gathered in the cenacle. That 
outpouring, while extraordinary, did not remain unique and 
limited to that moment, but is an event that is renewed and 
continues to be renewed. Christ glorified at the right hand of the 
Father continues to realize his promise, sending the Church the 
vivifying Spirit, who teaches us and reminds us and makes us 
speak.

The Holy Spirit reminds us of everything that Jesus said. He is 
the living memory of the Church. And while he helps us to 
remember, he helps us understand the Lord’s words.

This remembering in the Spirit and thanks to the Spirit is not 
simply a mnemonic but an essential aspect of the presence of 
Christ in us and in his Church. The Spirit of truth and charity 
reminds us of everything that Christ said, he makes us enter ever 
more deeply into the meaning of his words. We all have this 
experience: one moment, in any situation, there is an idea and 
then another links it with a passage of Scripture... It is the Holy 
Spirit that leads us down this road, the road of the living memory 
of the Church. And this solicits a response from us. The more 
generous our response, the more Jesus’ words become life in us, 
become attitudes, choices, deeds, witness. In substance, the Holy 
Spirit reminds us of the commandment of love and calls us to 
live it.

A Christian without memory is not a true Christian. He is only 
half Christian, he is a man or a woman who is a prisoner of the 
moment, who does not see his or her history as a treasure, does 
not know how to read it or live it as history of salvation. But with 
the help of the Holy Spirit, we can interpret the interior 
inspirations and events of life in the light of Jesus’ words. And, 
thus, there grows in us the wisdom of memory, the wisdom of 
the heart, which is a gift of the Spirit. May the Spirit revive the 
Christian memory in each of us! And that day, with the Apostles, 
was the Woman of memory, she who from the beginning 
meditated on all those things in her heart. It was Mary, our 
Mother. May she help us along this road of memory. The Holy 
Spirit teaches us, reminds us, and – another thing – he makes us 
speak, with God and with men. We are not mute Christians, 
mute of soul; no, there is no room for this.

“Christ glorified at the right 
hand of the Father continues 

to realize his promise, 
sending the Church the 

vivifying Spirit, who teaches 
us and reminds us and makes 

us speak”

Vatican City, June 08, 2014

APP REVIEW

Missio (Free) for iOS and Android

Launched by Pope Francis (on May 17, 2013) 
and created by the Pontifical Mission Societies, 
MISSIO is designed as a Catholic news 
aggregate for staying up-to-date on the latest 
Catholic news from the Vatican and around 
the world with daily news reports and videos 
offering a Catholic perspective on world events. 
The Pontifical Mission Societies application 
for mobile devices and smartphones collects 
news from Rome, stories and photos from the 
missions and other material. 

By Fr Matthew Digges 

Phone: (08) 9192 1526 2 Florence Way, Blue Haze Broome, WA
Email:  promecnatrad6@bigpond.com 

 MRB3436                           AU23091

• Complete professional 
 mechanical services
• Vehicle maintenance & repairs
• All makes and models
• 4WD specialists
• Radiator repairs & replacement – Natrad specialist
• Natrad air conditioning repairer

On 26 May, a group of students and staff from St Mary’s 
College in Broome visited the Kimberley Stolen Generation to 
celebrate this significant day with the local community.

Broome Remembers 
Sorry Day 2014

From left to right: Shari Dolby, Lani Pigram, Phylis Bin Bakar, Clarissa 
Churchill and Rose Bin Swani.
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A delight from Mareta Butler -  

Apricot Mousse

The Striped Rocket Frog

During her several terms volunteering with the 
Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service, Mareta Butler, 
from Warrnambool, Victoria, has been able to share 
her love of cooking in parishes across the Kimberley.  
Serves six.

Ingredients:

1  ½ cups boiling water
2  tblsp. gelatine
1  cup sugar
1  tblsp. plain flour
1/3  cup lemon juice
½  cup apricot nectar
   Optional whipped cream and dried apricot  

strips to decorate

Method: 

1. Heat water in a microwave-safe bowl on HIGH for 2 
½ minutes or until boiling. Whisk in gelatine and 
sugar.

2. Blend flour with a little of the lemon juice until 

smooth, then add remaining lemon juice and stir into 
gelatine mixture with the apricot nectar.

3. Heat on HIGH for 5 minutes, or until boiling. 
Remove from heat and chill until beginning to 
thicken. (You can hasten the process by placing the 
bowl in the freezer, stirring frequently to make sure 
the mixture doesn’t set.)

4. Turn into a chilled, large bowl and beat with electric 
beater on full speed for about 10 minutes, or until the 
mixture almost fills the bowl. 

5. Pour into small bowls or stemmed glasses and chill. 
When ready to serve, decorate with whipped cream 
and strips of dried apricot.

Amphibians have received a lot of negative press in 
the Kimberley of late, so it’s time to remind ourselves 
they are not all bad news! 

While not as big or brightly coloured as some 
Kimberley frogs, the Rocket Frog is a notable (and 
sometimes comical) visitor to many backyards and 
outdoor bathrooms. Widespread in the wet season, 
come dry-season these little fellas love to play 

‘surprise the human’ in laundry hoses, showers and 
drains. 

Away from towns and station buildings, Rocket 
Frogs prefer forested areas close to any water source – 
gullies, swamps and rocky outcrops around creeks 
and rivers. 

Rocket Frogs are also known as the Wotjulum Frog 
in parts of the Kimberley, and Tunnel Creek is a great 
place to spot them, usually sitting around the rocks at 
the edge of the water in the cave system. 

Rocket Frogs can be easily identified by their 
pointed snout. This only partly explains their common 
name – they are also particularly high and fast leapers, 
like rockets! Their back is grey to dark brown with 
darker stripes, and there is a broad dark stripe on 
either side of the face. They grow to just 45 mm.

This pretty little frog grows to just under 5cm and can be found in 
unusual hiding places in Kimberley homes in the dry season! 

Kimberley Wild

Litoria nasuta

CC BY-SA 3.0

Kimberley Kitchen Photo: K Butler

Kate Austen
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Church of the Kimberley

The Pallottines come to the Kimberley Mission 1901 - Part 1

Bill Worth

When the Diocese of Geraldton was 
formed in 1898 it encompassed most of 
Western Australia, including the Vicariate 
of the Kimberley. With the official 
resignation of the French Trappists in 
1899 from the northern Mission, Bishop 
William B Kelly was left with the task of 
finding a replacement Congregation.  
While in Rome he met some German 
priests who were followers of the 
inspiring Roman clergyman, Vincent 
Pallotti.

 After quite some negotiations, the 
Bishop departed Europe on the ship 
Fredrich der Grosse in March 1901 with 
the new Mission Superior, Father George 
Walter, and three other chosen members 
of the Pious Society of Missions, as the 
Pallottines were then known. The group 
included an English Pallottine priest, 
Father White, and two German Lay 
Brothers – Brother Kasparek and Brother 
Sixt.  

They found the Mission in the capable 
hands of Father Jean Marie, the Trappist 
priest who had returned from France to 
oversee the handover, and 
Father Nicholas de Emo, 
together with Brother John and 
Brother Xavier who had 
remained to manage the stock 
while assisting the Pallottines 
settle in. The ramshackle 
collection of buildings, with 
their rudimentary bush timber 
frames, their earthern floors 
and paperbark lining, proved a 
shock to the new missionaries 
who were used to facilities that 
were kept in better order and 
were more substantial in 
construction. 

The Pallottines wasted no 
time, however, gathering people 
together, inviting them in from 
the bush to attend devotions 
and Mass once more, and  to 
work to restore the dilapidated buildings 
and those recently destroyed by fire. They 
opened the school and Father White was 
soon busy conducting lessons for an 
enthusiastic group of youngsters. While 
lessons were in English there was, 
understandably, a smattering of German 
introduced into general communications 
around the Mission which the locals took 
to as easily as they had to French. The 
continuation of the use of Latin in the 

Liturgy and devotions was an obvious 
connection between the French and 
German missionaries, and the willingness 
of the new arrivals, particularly Fathers 
Walter and White, to learn Nyul Nyul and 
Djabba Djabba was appreciated by the 
Indigenous tribes people.  

Understandably, there was some 
apprehension by the locals regarding the 
Pallottine Missionaries since the French 
Trappists were the only missionaries they 
had known and they suspected the new 
ones would be different.   Indeed, their 
fears had some foundation as the 
newcomers soon exhibited a different type 
of authority, more strident, and in the 
personality of the Superior – more severe. 
In addition, these hard working Priests 
and Brothers were better organized and 
more efficient than their French counter-
parts, in keeping with the predominantly 
German character of the Pallottines. 

A constant problem the Missionaries 
faced was the matter of adequate finances, 
something that was never properly 
addressed by the Australian Church 

authorities, nor by government authorities 
in Perth. While The Church in Australia 
had been quick to establish a Vicariate of 
the Kimberley dedicated to work among 
Indigenous peoples, but it was in a sense 
a tokenism that left the isolated 
Missionaries even more alone and 
unsupported. The State, meanwhile, 
abandoned its responsibilities to this and 
other isolated missions, hoping that the 
missionaries would provide a cheap 

solution to what was for it an 
unfathomable problem: How to care for 
the needs of Aboriginal people and 
balance these needs against the tireless 
colonization of pastoral areas? Both 
Church authorities and State constantly 
let the Missionaries down. While 
promises of help with transport, food, 
building materials, educational facilities 
were forthcoming from the State, they 
seldom materialized and constant reviews, 
enquiries and reports by government 
bodies were more evident than any 
meaningful action.

Father Walter was not one to give in 
easily to the massive challenges he faced 
and in 1902 he set off to Europe for a 
general Chapter of the Pallottines, where 
he presented a strong case for the new 
Pallottine Australian Mission. He returned 
with a sizeable sum of money and an 
important group of six Pallottine Brothers, 
all hard-working and all steeped in a deep 
faith. Work and prayer were for these men 
inseparable components of life, especially 
that life poured out in the service of the 

Church. Each aspect 
complemented the other and 
with this as the foundation of 
their spirituality the Brothers 
shouldered the burden of 
sustaining the Mission in a 
practical manner through the 
continuing difficult times. 
“Superintendents and assistant 
priests would come and go, but 
these obscure and dedicated 
men, as others to follow, were to 
remain year in and out, 
stamping the missions with the 
imprint of their toil, passing on 
to the natives all they could of 
their ancient crafts and their 
enduring faith”. (Rock and the 
Sand, p. 125)

 The Brothers learnt how to 
rotate crops in the soils of the 

spring country and introduced foods that 
readily sustained life: sweet potatoes, 
corn, cassava,  plantains, vegetables in 
season, peanuts, mangoes and rice. Goats 
for milk and meat, shorthorn cattle, Timor 
ponies, mules and donkeys, hens, ducks, 
and guinea fowls and useful catches of 
fish and turtle from the sea were all part 
of a very significant effort to survive the 
harshness of the country to enable the 
apostolic work to continue.

The first Pallottine Missionaries in Beagle Bay. Fr White, Fr Walter, Br 
Kasparek and Br Sixt. Diocese of Broome Archives
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Ordained to the Priesthood
The Ordination of Christopher Knapman as a priest took place in Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Cathedral, Broome, on Saturday 21 June, 2014.

Fr Christopher is the eighth ordination for the Diocese of Broome. Bishop 
Christopher Saunders was the first priest ordained for the Diocese in 1976.

During the Ordination, Fr Christopher receiving his priestly 
stole from his uncle, Fr Hugh Somerville-Knapman OSB.  Fr 
Hugh travelled from Douai Abbey in England to be in 
Broome for the Ordination. Photo: S Malak

Simon Unghango (L) and Cissy Waina from Kalumburu 
carried the chalice and patten that were presented to 
Fr Christopher. Photo: S Malak

During the ceremony, Fr Christopher gave Holy 
Communion to his mother Joan Knapman as well as the 
rest of the family. Photo: S Malak

From left, Fr Hugh Somerville-Knapman OSB, Monsignor Kevin Long and Fr Christopher. 
Monsignor Long is the Rector of St Charles Seminary, Perth where Fr Christopher 
completed his studies. Photo: L Grant

Deacon Christopher prostrates himself as a sign of submission to God’s will. Photo: S Malak

Members of the Kalumburu community where Fr Christopher spent two years as a youth 
worker, and those who participated in Fr Christopher’s formation. Photo: S Malak
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Pope Francis has renewed the call of the Church to make the dignity of the human person the central focus of national 
and global economies. His Apostolic Exhortation of November 2013 comments on economies in which ‘masses of 
people find themselves excluded and marginalized’ and criticises free market competition, which has left many without 
work, without opportunity and on the fringes of society.

... some people continue to defend trickle-down theories which assume that economic growth, encouraged by a 
free market, will inevitably succeed in bringing about greater justice and inclusiveness in the world. This 
opinion, which has never been confirmed by the facts, expresses a crude and naïve trust in the goodness of 
those wielding economic power and in the sacralized workings of the prevailing economic system. Meanwhile, 
the excluded are still waiting.1

Clearly Pope Francis doesn’t agree with the saying that ‘a rising tide lifts all boats’, which has been used to describe the 
benefits of economic growth. Nor do a growing number of economists and policy experts who recognise that the 
outstanding performance of the economy can have very unequal outcomes.2  Two decades of economic growth in 
Australia have seen the size of our economy double and income per capita increase by 50 per cent.3  Despite this 
growth, many of us will know somebody for whom the system has failed.

Think of the older worker made redundant by technology and becoming ‘long-term unemployed’; a son or daughter 
completing their training but frustrated in the search for a job; a single mother trying to make ends meet on the 
Newstart Allowance; a household with work but still below the poverty line. The list could go on. Economic growth 
alone has not worked. As a nation, we need to consider those who have been excluded from the benefits of growth and 
devise a system of ‘inclusive growth’ that is more equitable in spreading wealth and opportunity. 

The need for jobs providing fair wages and conditions
Australia faces a crisis in the income and conditions of its low-paid workers. Over many years, the Australian Catholic 
Commission for Employment Relations (ACCER) has represented the interests of the one-sixth of the workforce who 
have little bargaining power and rely on the minimum wage and the wages safety net. Minimum wages are failing to 
keep pace with the Australian standard of living. Since the turn of the century, average weekly ordinary time earnings 
increased by 80 per cent, while the minimum increased by only 55 per cent. If the minimum wage had kept pace, it 

A Pastoral Letter for the Feast of St Joseph the Worker 1 May 2014

PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST:
The call for an economy of social inclusion
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would be almost $100 more than the current $622.20.4  Not only has the safety net failed to keep pace with the 
standard of living, but as a result, increasing numbers of working families are falling into poverty. The ACCER has 
drawn on data from the 2011 national Census which showed that 13.5 per cent of the 106,223 couple parent families 
with two children were living in poverty. The number of these families with at least one full time breadwinner was 
55,020 – meaning over 110,000 children were in poverty even though a parent was in full time work.5 

Australia has just recorded an annual wages growth of only 2.6 per cent – the lowest since records started in 1997.6  
Over the past year prices have increased by 2.9 per cent.7  Yet some are still calling for real minimum wages to be cut 
even more in order to increase jobs growth. It is not only the wages safety net that is at risk. Major inquiries are being 
initiated into workplace law and the possibility of changes to penalty rates and conditions, unfair dismissal and 
bargaining flexibility. It is unskilled and low paid workers with little or no bargaining power who remain in a precarious 
position when it comes to defending basic entitlements.

Unfortunately, the national debate on jobs growth has focused on this kind of low-wage flexibility. There has been little 
consideration of how we can invest in Australia’s workforce by developing skills that will make current and prospective 
workers more competitive in jobs that promise innovation, advanced production and better wages and conditions. A 
particular area of concern has been the strategy of recruiting increasing numbers of migrant workers to fill skills gaps 
in the economy. In the year to September 2013, the number of migrants on the 457 working visa grew by 12 per cent 
from 98,610 to 110,280. This increase was much higher than the 0.8 per cent growth in Australian employment.8  
While there will always be a place for skilled migrant workers in Australia, the dramatic increase in such arrangements 
gives an indication that our nation has not invested enough in the development of the domestic workforce.9 

The need for income support underpinned by real job creation
It may seem strange to suggest that Australia is experiencing a job crisis when the official unemployment rate is at 6 
per cent. However, this official rate conceals the dire circumstances of particular groups who are excluded from the 
labour market. Youth unemployment has risen sharply to 12.4 per cent, but is as high as 20 per cent in particularly 
disadvantaged regional and urban communities. Young people make up almost 40 per cent of all people who are 
unemployed. Their prospects are damaged by early exclusion from the market and a lack of basic experience and skills 
development.10  Levels of long-term unemployment are also high at around 20 per cent, with people reporting the main 
barriers to employment are the low number of vacancies, too many applicants for available jobs and insufficient 
experience.11 

People who are unemployed and dependent on income support are the most at risk of poverty and deep social 
exclusion.12  The low payment rate of the Newstart and related Allowances as well as the lack of available jobs are 
immediate barriers to labour market participation. Consider also that over the past year the number of Newstart 
Allowance recipients increased by 6.4 per cent to 727,000. Among the 45,000 or more to come onto the Allowance are 
single parents shifted from Parenting Payment and people who no longer qualify for the Disability Support Pension 
since the introduction of tougher impairment tables.13  Also competing with these jobseekers are just over half of the 
817,000 underemployed part time workers who are actively seeking jobs providing more hours of work.14   

What Australia faces is not a ‘welfare crisis’ but a ‘jobs crisis’. Reframing the debate to consider the failure of the market 
to create adequate employment would result in a new approach. Australia would invest more in training and skills 
development and move beyond the current emphasis on job search driven by tough compliance and penalty regimes. 
Instead of keeping Allowance payments low, we would increase them to lift people out of poverty and assist in their 
transition to work. The flagship of labour market policy would be a government-led job creation strategy, not a work-for-
the-dole programme.

The call for an age of social inclusion
Australians are being warned that the so called ‘age of entitlement’ is over. It is regrettable that, throughout the two 
decades of economic growth, there has been so little discussion of our society’s obligations to those who have been left 
behind and excluded from the mainstream. These people do have entitlements!

(PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST Cont.)
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Over thirty years ago, Pope John Paul II foresaw great changes in the world of work, and identified two fundamental 
entitlements. The first was the coordination of the economy to ensure ‘suitable employment for all who are capable of 
it’. The second was to make ‘unemployment benefits ... [or] suitable grants indispensable for the subsistence of 
unemployed workers and their families’.15  These are the foundations for social justice and inclusive growth. 

We need an economy that is animated by a concern for dignity of workers and their families. As one commentator 
succinctly puts it: ‘unlike land and capital, labour is the only factor of production that comes with a human being 
attached’.16  In cooperation with all sectors of business, unions, and the community, Government has a responsibility to 
ensure workers and their families are put first in the nation’s economic system. It should take the lead in: 

• creating jobs for vulnerable workers which are secure, adequately paid and relevant to the needs of business 
and local communities

• supporting industrial and infrastructure development that increases opportunities for local employment 
• increasing investment in research and development and lifting national training standards
• assisting employers by reducing oncosts – for example through wage subsidies or tax rebates on employment-

related costs
• agreeing on a way of measuring poverty and social exclusion and applying it when setting minimum wages 

and social security payments.

We need a competitive and productive national economy. But we cannot leave it to the market alone. There is a 
responsibility on government to ensure all people can make their contribution to the productivity of our nation and reap 
the benefits of growth. In a modern society, how can we create employment – decent employment – for all who are 
capable of it? As Pope Francis says:

Growth in justice requires more than economic growth, while presupposing such growth: it requires decisions, 
programmes, mechanisms and processes specifically geared to a better distribution of income, the creation of 
sources of employment and an integral promotion of the poor which goes beyond a simple welfare mentality.

     Most Rev. Christopher Saunders, DD
     BISHOP OF BROOME
     Chairman, Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

1 Pope Francis (2013), Evangelii Gaudium (‘The Joy of the Gospel’), 
Apostolic Exhortation, Art. 53–54.
2 See: Paul Smyth & John Buchanan (Eds) (2013), Inclusive Growth in 
Australia: Social policy as economic investment, Allen & Unwin; Brian 
Lawrence (Ed) (2014), Working Australia, 2014: wages, families and 
poverty, ACCER (http://www.accer.asn.au/working-australia-2014/); 
Christine Lagarde (2014), Innovation, Technology and the 21st 
Century Global Economy, IMF address to Stanford University (http://
www.imf.org/external/np/speeches/2014/022514.htm).
3 Rosalie McLachlan, Geoff Gilfillan & Jenny Gordon (2013), Deep and 
Persistent Disadvantage in Australia, Productivity Commission Staff 
Working Paper, Australian Government, p. 127.
4 ACCER (2014), Submission to the Annual Wage Review 2013-14, 
March 2014, p. 15.
5 ACCER (2014), p. 32. 
6 Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) (2014), Wages Price Index, 
Australia, Dec 2013. Cat. 6345.0.
7 ABS (2014), Consumer Price Index, Australia, Mar 2014. Cat. 
6401.0
8 CFMEU National (2013), CFMEU Analysis of 457 Visa Trends, 

Report No 1, p. 10.
9 AM with Chris Uhlmann (2014), Pressure to lift migrant intake, 
January 13, http://www.abc.net.au/am/content/2013/s3924322.htm.
10 Brotherhood of St Laurence (2014), Australian Youth 
Unemployment 2014: Snapshot, My Chance, Our Future Youth 
Unemployment Campaign, pp. 4–5. 
11 ABS (2014), Job Search Experience, Australia, July 2013. Cat. 
6222.0.
12 McLachlan, Gilfillan & Gordon (2013), pp. 11–12. 
13 Australia Council of Social Service (2014), Social Security Trends 
Snapshot – April 2014, p. 2. 
14 ABS (2014), Underemployed Workers, Australia, September 2013. 
Cat. 6265.0.
15 Pope John Paul II (1981), Laborem Exercens (‘On Human Work’), 
Encyclical Letter, Art. 18–19.
16 Ian Verrender (2014), Workers not the culprit of productivity slide, 
The DRUM, ABC, March 10, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-03-10/
verrender-workers-not-the-culprit-of-productivity-slide/5309036
17 Pope Francis (2013), Art. 204.
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Journey to Ordination 
By Fr Christopher Knapman

When I began my formation to 
the priesthood in 2006, I 

never imagined that I would end 
up being ordained for the Diocese 
of Broome—not at all.  For 
starters, I had never even been to 
Western Australia; I grew up in 
Sydney, and so when the idea of 
priesthood began to take hold in 
my heart, I just assumed that God 
desired that I might serve his 
people at home. 

As it happens I was not totally 
wrong, God did have something in 
mind for me in Sydney. I became 
a seminarian for the Diocese of 
Broken Bay and in so doing began 
the most momentous time of 
grace and growth in my life thus 
far. My formation in that Diocese 
threw me into the world of the 
Church, pushed me and 
challenged me to find my gifts and 
use them well; to locate my 
weaknesses too and attend to them 
with courage. Those four years in 
Broken Bay opened my heart to 
God’s people, and my vocation 
seemed strong, but then I still had 
a sense that there was one thing I 

needed to do, something I had left 
unfinished which had to be done 
first before committing further to 
the priesthood. I had to go bush…

I left Broken Bay, with the 
intention of returning, and signed 
up to be a lay volunteer in the 
Kimberley for a year. I was sent by 
the Bishop to Kalumburu as a 
youth worker and pastoral 
associate in 2010. I had barely left 
the city before, and so essentially 
had no clue whatsoever of what to 
expect, but I prepared myself for 
anything.  What I wasn’t prepared 
for though was how quickly I 
would love the place, and how 
much, despite sickness and a little 
culture-shock, I suited this kind of 
life. If I was going to be a priest, I 
decided, it would be here, for the 
people of the Kimberley who I had 
grown to love more than anything 
else. 

After two and a half years in 
Kalumburu I left to conclude my 
formal studies for the priesthood 
at St Charles’ Seminary in Perth. 
This time I had the opposite 
dilemma. I had just lived in a very 

remote community and that 
lifestyle and ministry had become 
a part of me, and now I was being 
asked to return to the city, go back 
to university, and live in a large 
seminary. I didn’t really want to. 
But yet again God was in the midst 
of these changes, and my time at 
St Charles’ was to offer me many 
gifts as well. In fact there were still 
many opportunities during that 
time to return to the Kimberley, 
and I spent many happy weeks 
and months in Broome, Beagle 
Bay, Derby and Kalumburu. I was 
ordained a Deacon for the Diocese 
in November last year. 

I look back on my formation 
with gratitude. It was a time of joy 
and struggle, but undoubtedly 
grace-filled. But amongst 
everything, I am most grateful for 
the action of God in my life which 
compelled a spur of the moment 
decision to leave everything 
behind and make for the 
Kimberley. It changed my life. 
Now I look to my future as a priest 
in this wonderful place with great 
joy and hope. 
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Ordained to the Priesthood(cont. from page 12)

Fr Hilary Rotich, Parish Priest of Dampier Peninsular, lays 
hands on the Candidate. Fr Christopher has been appointed 
to work with Fr Hilary in the Dampier Peninsular Parish. 
Photo: S Malak

From left, Bishop Christopher Saunders with Joan and Craig Knapman, Fr Christopher’s 
parents. Joan and Craig, along with his siblings and extended family travelled from Sydney 
to be part of the special occasion. Photo: A Rohr

Fr Christopher with Margaret Wiseman. Margaret was Fr Christophers 
Spiritual Director while he was studying in the Broken Bay Diocese. 
Photo: A Rohr

Fr Anscar McPhee OSB (L) with Fr Christopher. Fr 
Anscar was Parish Priest at Kalumburu Mission when Fr 
Christopher first arrived as a youth worker in the 
remote northern parish. Photo: A Rohr

It was wonderful that such a large group of people from Kalumburu were present for the 
Ordination. From left, Brodie Clement, Seminarian Dominic Sandon from St Charles 
Seminary in Perth, Keiran Karadada, Ian Waina, Malcolm Karadada, Fr Christopher and 
Junior Milgin. Photo: A Rohr
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Barbara Frances Davie
Obituary

Barbara Frances Davie, was born in Essex, 
England in 1920 at a time when things 
were not too good in the world following 
the First World War. She was fortunate in 
that her family were reasonably well off 
financially.

Barb’s family consisted of 2 brothers 
and 4 sisters and she was the 3rd 
youngest within that group.

Her lot in life changed significantly at 
the age of 8 when her mother passed 
away. Her father lost most of the family 
money by gambling and as such things 
became more difficult. Her father then 
removed her from school and she became 
the one to do all the family chores.

While this may sound terrible it 
certainly set her up for later life. 

During World War II she took on a 
nursing role caring for returned Royal Air 
Force airmen burnt in various aircraft 
crashes.

She was blown off her bike by a bomb 
during an air raid and thrown through a 
plate glass window. She suffered 2 further 
near misses and was buried alive in one 
such event. 

After the war in 1948, she married 
Edward (Ted) who also happened to have 
been in the Royal Air Force, served 
overseas but was not injured. If you talk 
about Barb you have to include Ted as 
they were a unit for 65 years.

They set up in Ted’s small coastal 
hometown of Budleigh Salterton, Devon 
in the south of England. There they 
struggled along and raised a family of 2 
boys, Ivan and Daryl.

In 1960 Ted secured employment in 
Southampton which required the family 
to move. This proved to be most 
beneficial all round and the family 
flourished and they were able to purchase 
their own home.

Barb and Ted received the call to assist 
others and so commenced short to 
medium term fostering of children whose 
parents were in distress, parental 
separation or suffering a family illness.

During that time a baby girl aged 18 
months was delivered to them. This 
proved to be a very different event. After 2 
years the Child Welfare Agency 
approached Ted and Barb asking if they 
would be prepared to take on 2 other girls 

who as it turned out were twins and 
sisters to the baby girl. Of course they 
said “yes” and so that family was 
reunited under one roof. 

All the girls remained with the Davie 
family for a further 2 years before the 
Family Court awarded custody to the 
natural mother despite a plea from Ted 
and Barb to formally adopt the girls.

A change was needed and so the 
decision was made to migrate to Australia 
in 1966 where Ted secured a job within 4 
days and the family settled into 
Bridgetown, WA. In winter Bridgetown 
was almost as cold as being in England 
but without the snow, the summer heat 
had not previously been experienced but 
the family adapted.

Barb launched herself into the fray and 
became an apple packer in a large packing 
shed. She loved this, and being the strong 
character that she was, set about 
establishing records for the number of 
hand packed boxes packed in a day. This 
later extended to peaches and pears.

The old calling to help others never left 
but raised its head again. Barb and Ted 
were soon fostering kids again. 
Throughout the years they took care of, 
loved and raised over 80 children in need 
of care and protection. Some of those 
children remain in contact and call at 
Christmas and birthdays and whenever 
they feel the need to talk to their “Mum 
and Dad”. 

Barb and Ted moved from Bridgetown 
to Mandurah for their retirement years. 
They formed friendships easily and both 
were committed to their bowling club and 
the RSL for many years.

Eventually they moved to Broome at 
the invitation of Ivan and Liz. This was a 
move they really loved as they had been 
visiting the town for many years.

Again they easily settled into town life 
here and became volunteers at the 
Heritage Centre for the Sisters of St John 
of God. Barb loved arts and craft. In her 
time she has hand quilted and crocheted 
many bedspreads and blankets which are 
used daily on most of the beds at 
Germanus Kent Hostel.

Over time dementia set in for Barb to 
the point where home care proved to be 
just too difficult. The tough decision was 

made for Barb to move to Germanus Kent 
Hostel where initially she found it 
difficult. Imagine a version of The Great 
Escape with a 93 year old trying to climb a 
tree to scale a fence. Management’s only 
option was to cut the limb off the tree. 
She soon settled very well among the very 
caring and considerate staff there.

Barb also had severe osteo and was a 
falls risk when she entered Germanus 
Kent Hostel and had a few encounters 
with the floor. As we predicted, it would 
probably be one of these that would be 
her downfall. She sustained fractures to 
her pelvis, nobody knows quite how this 
happened but a fall is the most likely. 
Being the tough old girl she was, even 
when she was in bed with the fractured 
pelvis she was trying to get up but the 
pain was too much. This proved to be the 
beginning of the end.

Our thanks and sincere appreciation go 
out to the management and staff at Bran 
Nue Dae Services, Germanus Kent Hostel 
and also the doctors and staff at Broome 
Regional Hospital for their consideration 
and caring for Barb.

May she rest in Peace.

Born: 15 December 1920
Entered Eternal Life: 20 May 2014

WORLD YOUTH DAY
25-31 July 2016 is the official 

date of the XXXI World Youth 
Day, which will take place in 

Krakow.

25 July to 31 July 2016  
Krakow, Poland

Start saving now.  
Strictly limited numbers.
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Sisters of St John of God Heritage Centre

DERBY – Sisters’ Vision for a School  Part One

Sr Benedict 
Courtney, one of the 
Kimberley SSJG 
Founding Sisters, 
had for some years 
felt strongly the need 
to provide a Catholic 

school for the children in Derby.  At the 
time there was no Church and no Parish 
Priest.  Even though the Sisters had no 
money Sr Benedict, undaunted, arrived in 
Derby with Sr Ignatius Murnane on the 7th 
October 1945.  Their first home was in a 
condemned house formerly occupied by the 
Marker Family and right next door to where 
Nellie and Owen Ah Chee had their baker 
shop.  

The house consisted of a single room 
surrounded by a verandah with a low roof.  
The temperature in the afternoons when 
the Sisters recited their office reached 118̊ F 
(48̊ C).  

In Sister’s memoirs we read:  No one 
could forget the kindness of the Ah Chee 
family!  They gave us firewood continually, 
we were never short – cuts of meat, wild 
fowl, fish, fruit and vegetables when a ship 
came in to port.  Anything we needed we 
could ask from ‘Mummie’ and she always 
helped – God bless them all.

Fortunately 
this house was 
located within 
walking distance 
of the State 
School and at the 
end of the school 
day, a group of 
Catholic children 
would go to the 
Sisters.  About 
20 youngsters 
were divided into 
two groups.  While one had instruction with 
Sr Ignatius the other would help Sr 
Benedict in the garden.  She was well 
known for her excellent tomatoes.  She also 
had chickens for eggs and a goat to provide 
milk.  

Christmas Mass and First Communion
Before Christmas the Sisters notified 

Bishop Raible that a group of children were 
prepared and ready for First Communion. 
The Bishop made the long road journey 
along bush tracks from Beagle Bay to Derby.  
After examining the children he decided 
that nine of them should receive First Holy 

Communion and some be confirmed, at the 
Christmas Day mass held in the Derby 
Roads Board Hall. Before he left, he went 
out to the Leprosarium (Bungarun) to 
celebrate mass for the patients and Sisters.  
The Bishop left the Blessed Sacrament 
reserved in the Sisters’ house which became 
the ‘chapel’ for the Catholics in town.

In January 1946 Sr Ignatius was recalled 
to St Mary’s School and Sr Benedict was 
companioned, in turn, by Srs Evangelist, 

Madeleine, 
Bernadette and 
Francis.

During this 
time 
accommodation 
was temporary 
and they moved 
from one place to 
another.  The last 
one was a small 
house owned by 
the Fraser family 
in Hensman St 

but they had to vacate it when the family 
moved in from the station.   

The Parish 
Fr Albert was appointed Parish Priest In 

March 1946.  He slept at the home of the 
Catholic Post Master, Jack McCann, and had 
his meals with the Sisters.  The three of 
them lived on Sr Benedict’s vegetables, 
supplemented with eggs, goat’s milk and Sr 
Benedict’s pension.

In the early months of 1946 Bishop 
Raible approached Frank Rodriguez to build 
a small church in Derby.  Using secondhand 

materials Frank started his task on the 23 
September and completed it on the 14 
November 1946.  No cement was available 
for the floor, so Frank’s solution was to 
cover the floor with gravel and pour 
bitumen over it.  When it was dry he 
covered it with sand.   He built a small room 
at the back of the church for the priest to 
live in.  Sr Benedict provided Frank with 
tomatoes from her garden.  He said they 
were the 
best he 
had ever 
tasted.  

Frank 
named 
the 
church 
after his 
home 
parish in 
Spain, 
Queen 
of the 
Holy 
Rosary, 
and later 
the school took the same name.

Vision for a School Postponed
Despite all the kindnesses received from 

the people of Derby, and because they had 
no accommodation for themselves or a 
school, the Sisters had to withdraw in early 
October 1946.  

Although they had to relinquish their 
dream, this first attempt by the Sisters to 
establish a school had resulted in a group of 
children receiving the sacraments. This 
paved the way for the appointment of a 
parish priest and the building of the 
Church. Most of all they had experienced 
strong community support which was to 
become the hallmark of Holy Rosary School.

They had done the groundwork, but the 
vision remained.          To be continued.

Frank Rodriguez

Sr Benedict

First Derby Church

Harry Marker’s House

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE  JULY 2014  15



Passing on the Flame

Wyndham School Band 1982

Sr Susan Pollard rsj with boys at the corroboree in Red Hill.  
Photo: Sr J Murphy rsj

Yesteryear: 
Images From Our Past

The Kalumburu Mission barge docked at  
the barge landing in Longini.  

Photo: Fr Thomas Gil Museum, Kalumburu

St Joseph’s School Wyndham has organised a series of events 
to mark 50 years of Catholic Education in the East Kimberley. 
The key event is on 8 August 2014. At the core of the 
celebrations are the twin themes of “Passing on the Flame 
and Resilience”.

 Sr Susan Pollard rsj, graduate from C.G. Jung Institute in 
Zurich reflected on these signature themes recently while 
presenting her dissertation to school staff on the 50 years of 
the Josephite presence in the East Kimberley where they have 
been engaged in education and pastoral care. Beginning in 
1964, at the instigation of Bishop Jobst, the Order took up the 
challenge to provide catholic education at Wyndham, moving 
to Kununurra, then to Warmun and to the remote Yaruman/
Ringer Soak, establishing schools as they settled in with a 
community. Sr Susan reminded her listeners of the rich 
history of the Sisters who had worked with the aboriginal 
people forced off the stations and who found themselves 
living in difficult situations on the fringes of the established 
towns of Wyndham and Halls Creek.

 Sr Susan fanned the spirit of her audience by asking them 
to reflect on what was at the heart of who they were and what 
they were doing, linking this with the founding spirit of the 
School. She invited them to take time to become aware of how 
to be nurtured and have confidence in the Spirit within. 
Energised, many appreciated the input. One participant 
commented that “Susan prepared well, she knew the stories 
of the school and was able to draw together local culture to 
engage all participants imagination.”
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Mary Evelyn Masuda
Obituary

Born: 8 May 1935 
Entered Eternal Life: 5 April 2014

Eulogy read by Kevin Puertollano  
and Carol Davidson

We are here today to celebrate the life 
of Evie Masuda.  Evie was a beautiful, 
gentle, kind hearted, hard working, 
devoted, spiritually strong and proud 
woman.

 Mary Evelyn Masuda (nee 
Puertollano) was born at the family 
home in Broome to Joseph and Lily 
Puertollano (nee Bell) in 1935. 

Evie was about six months old when 
her father was separated from the 
family and sent to Channel Island, so 
her Lulu (grandfather), Thomas 
Puertollano and Granny Agnes, helped 
her mother, Lily, to raise Evie and her 
sister, Ellen. Evie had fond memories of 
the time spent with her mother, 
grandparents and extended family 
going on picnics and fishing.

 By 1942, World War II had reached 
Broome and Evie, her mother, sister 
Ellen and brother, Dicky, were 
evacuated with other families to Beagle 
Bay Mission where they lived with their 
Mimi Alice and Aunty Nancy (Francis).  

 Evie’s grandfather joined the family 
later but passed away not long after 
arriving in Beagle Bay. She recalled 
when they were burying Lulu the 
Japanese planes were flying over in a 
“V” shape and one of them swooped 
down to see what was happening. It 
was the same day Broome was bombed. 
The family received news that same 
year that Evie’s father had passed away 
(at the Derby Leprosarium).

 Evie commenced her schooling in 
Beagle Bay.  She enjoyed her carefree 
lifestyle playing with all the children, 

going on the long walks for 
camping, fishing, hunting and 
collecting bush tucker around 
Beagle Bay and Pender Bay 
with her Mimi Alice Yolk.

After World War II ended, the family 
returned to Broome where Evie 
continued her schooling for the next 
two years before entering into the 
workforce at the age of thirteen.

 At the beginning of 1949, Evie had 
to leave her job to go with her mother 
and stepfather and sister to take her 
brother Dicky to attend the Mosman 
Park School for the Deaf in Perth and 
stayed there until Dicky settled into 
school.

 Not long after returning to Broome, 
Evie went to live with her Uncle Tom 
and Aunty Aggie in Derby where she 
found a job working at the Derby 
Hospital.

 It was about 1952, at the age of 17 
Evie left her job to once again 
accompany her mother to take her 
brother James to Perth for medical 
treatment for his burns. Evie found 
work in Perth.  

 After about three years, Evie 
returned to Broome and started 
working at the Broome Hospital at the 
age of 21 and continued to do so over a 
period of 14 years only to have breaks 
while having her children. Evie married 
a handsome, young, Japanese pearl 
diver, Akira Masuda. They had eight 
children, Cauline, Peter (dec), Thomas, 
Sandra, Janine, Lynette, Christine and 
Hideo. Evie worked most of her life 
while raising her children with Akira.  
While Akira worked at sea on the 
luggers Evie raised their children with 

the help of her mother and sister and 
on his breaks shared the care of his 
children. They remember exciting 
times being looked after in the 
company of his friends at the Japanese 
camp, getting spoilt, playing, being part 
of the Japanese celebrations, lugger 
races and parties.

 She loved to talk about the earlier 
days to her children and continued to 
tell her stories to her grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. The story telling 
nights under the stars especially will be 
cherished by her family.

She was a devoted catholic and was a 
regular reader, special minister of 
communion and cleaner at the church 
until recent years when she had to give 
this up due to her health. She then 
found a new interest with volunteering 
at the Sisters of St John of God 
Heritage Centre.  

 Evie was very passionate about her 
contribution to the Heritage Centre.  
She did not like to let anyone down so 
she even sent a message on her last day 
with us that she could not make it for 
her Friday volunteer shift at the 
Heritage Centre, as she was 
hospitalised. Sr Pat, Helen and staff 
treasured and valued Evie’s photos and 
stories of Broome’s old days.

 Evie was a strong independent good 
natured person, a loving, caring wife, 
mother, sister, grandmother, great 
grandmother and friend to many.   

 May she rest in Peace.

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties 
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping, 
transport and grounds maintenance. 
In return for being part of the team we o�er accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a 
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered. 

WANTED: Volunteer Workers  KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

For further details and an application form 
please contact the co-ordinator: 
Phone: 08 9192 1060 
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org 
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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BROOME 

Photo: K Dequito

Chona and Eduardo Garabato were married at Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome on Thursday 5 June 
2014. The wedding was celebrated by Fr Matthew Digges.

Yarning Circle Project brings 
new life to Broome Campus
Thanks to a generous benefactor a new outside area for 
meetings, lectures, cultural gatherings and performing arts 
events is being built on the University of Notre Dame’s 
Broome campus. The area will have at its centre a yarning 
circle, building on the indigenous conversation style of 
‘yarning’ which will be comprised of a landscaped circular 
area complete with benches formed from locally occurring 
sandstone. 

The design of the yarning circle is inspired by the 
Broome campus logo designed in the early 90’s by local 
pioneering student Annette Lands. The logo represents 
groups and individual people coming to the Broome 
campus to sit down, to share and to receive knowledge 
linked together in unity and centred on the Catholic 
identity and mission of the whole University. 

The goal of the yarning circle is to become a ‘living logo’ 
where students, 
staff, visitors 
and the whole 
community can 
make the vision 
of the Broome 
campus a 
reality.

Notre Dame Kimberley

Early designs for 
the Yarning Circle 
project.

Garnduwa News
On Thursday 12 June girls 
from Halls Creek, 
Wyndham, Kununurra 
and Doon Doon competed 
in a Netball and Football 
Competition in 
Kununurra. The Netball 
Competition was very 
close with Kununurra 
District High School the 
overall champions on the 
day.

The girls then 
combined together to 
have a Football match on 
the town oval.

ABOVE: Dallas Cox 
(L) and Willy Cox on 
work experience with 
Garnduwa recently. 
Photo: S Purcell

LEFT: St Joseph’s 
Catholic School 
Wyndham and 
Kununurra District 
High School students 
compete for the ball. 
Photo: L Allen

Parish News

DAMPIER PENINSULA

Dampier Peninsular Parish Priest Fr Hilary Rotich says Sunday 
mass in One Arm Point on the verandah at the home of Maureen 
Angus.

From left, Maureen Angus, Fr Hilary Rotich, Peggy Clement and 
Rosanna Angus. Photo: A Rohr
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DERBY 
Fr John Purnell celebrating mass in Fitzroy Crossing recently 
with (from left) Marion Smith, young Elisabeth Beurteaux, Liz 
Cochrane, Ian and Claudette James.

Photo: E Beurteaux

Clare Gordon holding 
her Pentecost painting 
which depicts the Holy 
Spirit.  Photo: Sr Alma 
Cabassi rsj

HALLS CREEK
In Ringer Soak, 
community 
members, parents, 
teachers and 
students joined Sr 
Alma Cabassi rsj and 
Sr Dianne Colborne 
rsj to celebrate 
Pentecost. 

LA GRANGE/BIDYADANGA

Photo: Fr B Calanza

Matthew and Susan Hill from Broome were visiting the Parish of  
La Grange/Bidyandaga recently putting up posters for catechesis 
which began on 30 June. 

KALUMBURU

From left, Shaneal Sams, Hilary Djanghara, Julian Benning, Leo 
Taylor, Jayzeka Gregory, Onjo Maraltadj, Ivina Milgin, Mickeeisha 
Djanghara, Christopher Bundamurra, Quinella Karadada, Camellia 
Clement and Bevan Undulghumen. Photo: J Taylor

The Parish of Kalumburu recently celebrated First Holy 
Communion with Parish Priest Fr Nicholas Kipkemboi.

Parish News

School News

Luurnpa Catholic School in Balgo 
celebrated one of the school’s 
patrons, St John Baptist de La Salle, 
on 20 May.

The day was organised by the 
four Lasallian Share the Mission 
volunteers who are spending 9 
months of their gap year as 
volunteers at Balgo mainly working 
in the school and Trade Training 
Centre. Students spent the day 
learning about the founding of the 
De La Salle Brothers and 
participating in different activities.

BALGO

Noah Gordon (L) and Caracella Hector enjoying the 
activities to celebrate St John the Baptist de La Salle.  
Photo: Br M Blattman fsc

To celebrate the Indigenous Football 
Round in the AFL, Luurnpa Catholic 
School in Balgo had its own day of 
celebration. 

Ainsley Nanala shows his form over Anthony 
Cormick. Photo: Br M Blattman fsc
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DERBY

Photo: P Morwood

As a part of their ‘How Things Grow’ Science unit this term, the 
Year 2 students at Holy Rosary School, Derby have been working 
together to create a class garden. The students have been 
planting vegetables, herbs and strawberries, as well as growing 
some seedlings in the classroom. Soon, they hope to cook some 
healthy meals with the fresh produce from their garden.

BROOMEBEAGLE BAY

Year 1 and 2 Students with the catch of the day at Beagle Bay 
fishing place.  Photo: N McClatchy

Term 2 has seen much activity for the classes at Sacred Heart 
School, Beagle Bay. 

Each class partook in cultural activities at local sites near 
Beagle Bay, organised by the Aboriginal Teaching Staff at the 
school, in a lead up to NAIDOC week events late in the term.

KUNUNURRA

Students were involved in creating a kitchen 
garden area. Photo: CAS

St Mary’s College in Broome celebrated Our Lady Help of Christians 
feast day on 23 May. The day commenced with our Feast Day Mass 
celebrated by Fr Matthew Digges and Fr Marcelo Parra. 

RIGHT: Elton Hobbs enjoyed 
the activities. Photo: S Malak

It was definitely a 
case of many hands 
make light work at 
St Joseph’s Primary 
School in 
Kununurra. 
Following on from 
the Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen 
Garden workshop 
staff, students and 
families gathered to 
commence creating a 
kitchen garden area 
for the school. 

School News

ABOVE: Students presented 
floral tributes to Our Lady 
during the Feast Day Mass. 
Photo: S Malak

20  KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE  JULY 2014



WYNDHAM

LOMBADINA/DJARINDJIN

Cameron Nigella at the Melbourne Zoo. Photo: N Mckee

Years 6, 7, and 8 students from Christ the King Year 
School in Lombadina/Djarindjin recently enjoyed a 
Melbourne Exchange Camp with St Kevin’s College and 
Loreto Mandeville Hall in Toorak. The program included 
visiting many of the sites of Melbourne including the 
Melbourne Zoo. For some students it was also a special 
opportunity to watch their favourite team, the West Coast 
Eagles, play at the MCG.

School News

WARMUN
Working hard in the garden and growing some healthy 
food at Ngalangangpum Catholic School in Warmun are, 
from left, Jacinta Clifton, Khasan Milner and Bascillia 
Yaloot.

Photo: Sr J Murphy rsj

MULAN
Thanks to the 
generous donation 
from parents and staff 
from Corpus Christi 
College in Perth, John 
Pujajangka-Piyirn 
Catholic School in 
Mulan recently 
installed an above 
ground swimming 
pool. 

Students celebrating 
their new swimming 
pool along with donated 
swimming caps, goggles 
and kick boards.  
Photo: K Coyle

From left, Siennah Johnson, Amelia Parks, Tyreece Carlton, 
Jaiden Blythe, Amos Lippitt, Jodanna Blythe and Fr Joel 
Nyongesa holding Xavier Forrester. Photo: T Birch

On the 8 June 2014, teachers, students and 
community members from St Josephs School 
in Wyndham came together to celebrate the 
Feast of Pentecost and the first sacraments 
and baptism for the year. 

RINGER SOAK
To mark National Sorry Day at Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School in 
Ringer Soak, Clare Gordon showed the children how to use Aboriginal 
dot paintings to tell the story of the Stolen Generation.

From left, Clare Gordon with Breanna, Shemiah and Dallas, with their paintings 
for National Sorry Day. Photo: C Grabski
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Prayer Time
BROOME  
Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times: 
   Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
   Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA 
Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr James Saina 
Mass times:  
 Balgo:  Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
 Billiluna:  Sunday 4:00pm
 Mulan:  Sunday 10:00am

DAMPIER PENINSULA
Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hilary Rotich
Mass times:
 Beagle Bay:  Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
      Sunday 8:00am
 Lombadina: Sunday 5:00pm

DERBY
Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
 Derby:  Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
    Sunday 9:00am
 Fitzroy Crossing: 5:00pm 2nd & 4th  
    Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK
Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com  
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times: 
  2nd and 4th Sundays: 8:30am
  1st and 3rd Sundays: 6:00pm  
 

KALUMBURU
Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Nicholas 
Kipkemboi
Mass times: 
    Saturday 5:30pm Vigil 
    Sunday 7:00am

KUNUNURRA 
Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times: 
 Kununurra: Sunday 8:30am
 Wyndham:   Sunday 5:00pm
 Warmun:   Monday 5:00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA 
Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Benny Calanza
Mass times:
    Sunday 9:00am

WYNDHAM
Refer Kununurra Parish

•    NATSICC Prayer  Parish/Mass 
Centres

Lord, we are companions on a journey 
Only you Dear Lord 
Know the identity and depth of me 
You know my hurts and pains
Those frustrations I feel in this land 
So please I ask you 
Take my hand and comfort me 
Reconcile and guide me in justice and in faith 
For we’re on our way to Alice (Springs)
Where you expressed your love for me 
Lord, set me free
And let me be the servant I want to be 
Lord, I thank you
For hearing and understanding me 
For Lord, You are always on my mind 
And on my lips
And in my heart 
And there’s simply no other way that 
it could be. Amen.

Recently Departed
 † TERRENCE WOGGAGIA  of Balgo died suddenly in Broome  

   on 8 June 2014

 † RONNIE DARKIE of Billiluna died at home after a long illness  
   on 7 June 2014

 † RAYMOND CLEMENT  of Kalumburu died suddenly in Kununurra   
   on 5 June 

 † FRANCIS TAYLOR  of Derby, died after a short illness at Derby   
   Hospital on 21 May 2014

 † BARBARA DAVIE  of Broome, died peacefully at Germanus Kent   
   House on 20 May 2014

 † FRANCES O’MEARA  from Derby, died after a short illness at   
   Derby Hospital on 15 May 2014

 † JEREMY BELL   of Broome died suddenly on 10 May 2014

 † MONA ANGUS   of Djarindjin Community died in Perth  
   on 10 May 2014

 † JOSEPH COX   of Kununurra, died in Katherine Hospital  
   on 9 May 2014

 † JOHN BADAL   from Bidyadanga died at Broome Hospital  
   on 23 April 2014

 † WILLIAM (WILLIE) ISHIGUCHI died Numbla Nunga Nursing Home   
   Derby, after a short illness on 13 April 2014

 † MARY EVELYN MASUDA  died in Broome on 5 April 2014

 † CYRIL SHAW  of Beagle Bay died after a long illness in Broome  
   on 2 April 2014 

 † JERAMIAH EDWARDS  of One Arm Point died tragically  
   on 30 March 2014

May they rest in Peace
If you have any death notices you would like to include please email kcp@broomediocese.org
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ABOVE: On 21 June at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome, Bishop 
Christopher Saunders ordained Fr Christopher Knapman as a priest for the 
Diocese of Broome. Photo: L Grant

ABOVE: Four staff and two parents from Holy Rosary School in 
Derby embarked on the Broome to Derby Bike Ride as a fundraising 
activity on Friday 13 to Sunday 15 June. The funds raised are being 
used to subsidise the Year 5, 6 and 7 Camps this year and for class 
resources.

LEFT: Davis Simon (L) with 
Aboriginal Teaching Assistant 
Stella Stacey at St Joseph’s School 
in Kununurra during ‘Reading 
Recovery’. Photo: CAS

ABOVE: Blake Prize winning artist 
Shirley Purdie and Sr Alma Cabassi 
rsj, a past Principal of the Warmun 
Catholic School, caught up at the 
new school Dedication Ceremony. 
The school was destroyed by a 
massive flood in 2010. Photo: CAS

ABOVE: Young Hazel Wilson crowned the statue 
of Our Lady during the celebration of the Flowers 
of May on the feast of the Visitation of Our Lady, 
or Flores de Mayo, at Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Cathedral in Broome. 


