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“and she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and placed him in
a manger because there was no place for them in the inn” Luke 2:7

Truth, Justice and
Healing Council Update
Catholic welfare and other services still respected
by community
Francis Sullivan, CEO of the Catholic
Church’s Truth Justice and Healing Council,
said the role played by Catholic welfare
organisations delivering social services to the
more than one million people across Australia
every year continued to attract the support of
the broad community despite the sex abuse
crisis in the Church.
Speaking at the Catholic Social Services
Australia leadership forum in Canberra Mr
Sullivan said the work of Catholic social
services, health and education organisations is
still respected and highly regarded by the
community and the non-government and
government partners they work with.
“What we have seen over the past decades
as a result of the sexual abuse scandal is that
respect for clergy and religious leaders has
plummeted but the regard for the work the
Catholic Church does on the ground is still

very high,” Mr Sullivan said.
“This is particularly true in Catholic social
services agencies like Centacare, MercyCare
and MacKillop Family Services and others,
where people in crisis can find support.
“The delivery of these services is at the core
of the Church’s mission.”
Catholic Social Services Australia (CSSA) is
the Catholic Church’s peak national body for
social services in Australia with more than 60
member organisations providing social
services in local communities across
metropolitan, rural, regional and remote
Australia.
CSSA works with Catholic organisations,
governments and other churches to develop
social welfare policies, programs and other
strategic responses that work towards the
economic, social and spiritual well-being of
the Australian community.

New Archbishop of Sydney Appointed
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Pope Francis has announced the appointment of Bishop Anthony
Fisher OP as the new Archbishop of Sydney. Bishop Fisher is
currently the Bishop of Parramatta. This appointment follows the
transfer of Cardinal George Pell to the Vatican Secretariat for the
Economy. Speaking on behalf of the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference, its President, Archbishop Denis Hart of Melbourne,
welcomed the announcement. “For my brother bishops I congratulate
Bishop Fisher on his appointment to Sydney. He will use his many
gifts with generosity and faithfulness to serve God and to lead his
people in Sydney Archdiocese and beyond. I assure him of our
prayers for his ministry.”

the Roman Catholic Diocese of

Saw Pit Gorge Hospitality

Email: kcp@broomediocese.org

From left, Sr Dianne Colborne rsj, Paul Scott, Gracianna Gome, Sharon
Hearns and Josefina da Rosa Fatima. Photo: I Gray
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Two young women from TimorLeste are making the most of
learning the hospitality trade at the
Kimberley Hotel. On their day off, a
group from St Mary’s Catholic
Parish Halls Creek took Grace and
Jose out to Saw Pit Gorge for a
BBQ. As they reflected on the
country scenes, they could see
similarities with their country just
north of Darwin. “Madre, thank you
it was good to be by the water and
away from our rooms” smiled
Josefina. After a shared meal and a
walk around the hill to the river
body where the still waters clearly
reflected the white trunks of the
trees growing on the bank, all
agreed it was a great way to offer
hospitality and take a break.
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Christmas Message

This Day
A Light Will Shine On Us
They say you shouldn’t eavesdrop on other
peoples’ conversations in case you don’t
like what you hear! Recently I was in an
airport lounge and couldn’t help but hear a
business executive talking on her mobile,
an experience everyone else in the vicinity
seemed to share. She was complaining to
a willing listener at the other end of the
phone about her busy life and how
stressed she was. And she added, just to
make the point: “…and now to top it off, it
won’t be long before Christmas will be
rearing its ugly head.” I was astounded,
shocked in fact. I had never heard the
sacred event of Christmas referred to in
such a manner and I moved to another
part of the lounge saddened by the
bitterness of the words.
As I sat down, deep in thought, all of a
sudden it was driven home to me just how
strong secular views have become in our
society. I wondered too about that person
and what misery has possessed her life to
the point where the drudgery of work had
taken over and had become an end in
itself. Finally, resentment was now very
much entrenched in a mantle of sadness.
Surely God never intended us to live like
that! Perhaps part of the marvel of
Christmas is that it is a counter-sign to a
culture like ours that is in serious

transition, in turmoil in fact.
In the wonderful story of Christmas, as
told in Scripture, there is so much for us
to take on board. Christmas pageants
capture some of the drama and the charm
of this blessed season of joy and hope.
Like others, I am enthralled when children
play out the parts of the Christmas event.
They seem to enter into it effortlessly and
their smiles portray a happy understanding
of that moment in time when God entered
into human history in such a loving
manner, offering a light of hope to a world
lost in the darkness of despair. It was then
that a new Covenant between God and
humankind was birthed, so to speak, in a
stable in Bethlehem, to later find its
completion on a cross and in the bodily
resurrection of Christ.
We owe it to ourselves and to our
families to see beyond the churlish efforts
of the commercial world that seeks to
secularize Christmas. In what we say and
do we should not be content to see
Christmas rendered devoid of its religious
significance. We must, as a Christian
people, recapture in our homes and in our
lives the message that comes to us from a
loving God made evident in the birth of
his son born now for the salvation of us
all.

As the Three Wise men followed the
star that led them to the birthplace of the
Christ-child, so we need to continue on
our life’s journey content always to seek
the company of God. Through the living
Grace that comes to us in Christ we
remain confident of his endless love.
With Jesus by our side we are inspired
to live an authentic life, one marked by a
sense of purpose and fulfillment. Let that
be our Christmas prayer.
I take this opportunity to wish you and
your family God’s choicest blessings this
Christmas,
Yours in Christ,

Bishop’s Annual
Christmas Appeal

WALKING IN JESUS COUNTRY

It’s that time of year again, where we
ask the people of Broome to give
generously to Bishop’s Annual Christmas Appeal.
Following the 2013 appeal, Bishop Saunders, who
distributes the hampers around Broome on
Christmas Eve said, “In a small town like this our
lives are so evidently entwined. Helping with
donations of food is most likely assisting with our
next door neighbour or with the family across the
street. Those in need are real people who appreciate
the care given by those who wish to share.”

The Year 2016 will be a Jubilee Year for the Diocese of
Broome. Part of the celebration will be a Diocesan
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, the land of Jesus’ birth.
Pilgrims will leave Australia for Rome firstly and will visit
St Peter’s Basilica and the other wonderful sites of
Rome, then fly to Israel to visit Bethlehem, Nazareth, the
Sea of Galilee, Bethany and Jerusalem.

Donations can be made at Our Lady Queen of
Peace Cathedral and marked boxes at
supermarkets around Broome.

You are invited to attend Pilgrimage 2016

BEGIN SAVING
NOW FOR THE
PILGRIMAGE IN
ABOUT MID
SEPTEMBER 2016.
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Office of Justice, Ecology
and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and
Publications Officer of the Australian
Catholic Social Justice Council

Saint News
St Charbel
Born: 1828
Died: 1898
Feast Day:
December 24

The land of Egypt
The Sunday before I wrote this, I was struck by the first reading
for the Mass. It was from Exodus (22:20-26) and it began with a
direct command from God to the people of Israel: ‘You must
not molest the stranger or oppress him, for you lived as
strangers in the land of Egypt.’
The reading happened to come at a time when, it seemed to
me, Australia is being particularly harsh – harsh to strangers,
certainly, since the legislation and policies around asylum
seekers has become more stringent and punitive as the months
go by – but also harsh to people who are not strangers though
they find themselves being represented that way.
I’m referring particularly to the sad brawl (I can’t call it a
debate) about the way some Muslim women dress and whether
they present a security threat to the wider Australian society. It
was claimed the row was about the burqa, a form of dress
almost never seen in Australia. More than a few of the rabblerousers claimed they were concerned for Muslim women’s
rights (though apparently not for any right they might have to
choose what to wear). Others had no concern for anyone’s
rights, and felt free to insult, harass and occasionally assault
women wearing various forms of dress associated with Muslims
– headscarves (hijab), veils (niqab) and so on. For a while it
seemed there would be silly and useless regulations about
visitors wearing such clothing in Parliament House.
Most of these Muslims are clearly not ‘strangers’ as envisaged
in Exodus. Most are Australian citizens, some of them
grandchildren or great-grandchildren of Australians. Others are
part of our community whether citizens or not. Still others may
be visitors to our country. But the way this argument unfolded
made them all strangers, whatever their nationality. Fr
Aloysious Mowe, Director of Jesuit Refugee Service Australia;
put it neatly when writing for the website of a local parish: ‘No
one who has an Australian Muslim friend or work colleague
could possibly think of their being any less Australian than an
Australian with a name like Christos Tsiolkas, Marie Bashir, or
Hieu Van Le [Governor of South Australia].’
As you read this, Christmas will be approaching. One of the
important things about that day is the thought that Jesus came
to us as a stranger. This baby was a wanderer even in his
parents’ land: his mother could not even find somewhere to
give birth to her own child. Within days or weeks, he was a
wanderer again, seeking protection in Egypt, where, as the Book
of Exodus reminds us, his ancestors had been slaves.
So Christmas, in addition to all the other traditions and
devotions that go with it, can also be the time to remember the
stranger: the baby born as a stranger in his own country, the
stranger who has come to us in need, and the person who, we
must remember, is no stranger at all but our sister or brother
and a fellow citizen.
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St Charbel was born
Youssef Zaroun
Makhlouf in the
mountain village of
Beka-Kafra in
Lebanon. He was the
son of a mule driver,
and his life was very
ordinary.
His favourite book was Thomas a Kempis’ The Imitation
of Christ. He loved the Blessed Mother and spent lots of time
praying.
He had two uncles who were monks. Although Youssef
did not tell anyone, he prayed to Our Lady to ask her help in
becoming a monk. His parents wanted him to marry. They
thought there was a very nice girl in the village who would
make an ideal wife. But Youssef believed it was time to follow
his call to become a monk.
He joined the monastery of Our Lady at the age of twentythree. Charbel studied for the priesthood and became a priest
when he was thirty. He remained at the monastery of St
Maron for sixteen years.
Fr Charbel was a special person whose love for prayer
became his outstanding quality.
The last twenty-three years of his life, Charbel spent in the
peace of the hermitage in total silence. He chose to lead a
very hard life. He made sacrifices, ate little, slept on the hard
ground, and prayed long hours.
Then as he celebrated the Mass on December 16, 1898, he
suffered a stroke during the consecration and died on
December 24, 1898.
Fr Charbel was proclaimed a saint by Pope Paul VI on
October 9, 1977. The pope explained that St Charbel taught
us by his life the true way to God. He said that our lives today
give so much importance to wealth and comfort. Charbel,
instead, teaches by his example the value of being poor, selfsacrificing and prayerful.

08 9192 2293

25 Robinson St, Broome WA 6725
centamanager@westnet.com.au

Providing Support to the West Kimberley
•
•
•
•
•

Emergency Relief: Food and Clothing Vouchers
Homeless Accommodation Support
Homeless Support to Rough Sleepers
Accommodation Support for people living with Mental Health Issues
Public Tenancy Support Services

HOMELESS BREAKFAST:

Fr McMahon Place
Mon, Wed, Fri
8.00am - 9.30am

Briefly Speaking

Photo: A Rohr

John Bosco, from the Diocese of
Nalgonda in South India has
recently arrived in the Diocese of
Broome. John, who has spent
eight years in the seminary, is
currently assisting at Our Lady
Queen of Peace Cathedral in
Broome.

Photo: A Rohr

Fr Edward Khaemba recently
visited the Diocese of Broome. Fr
Edward, a Holy Spirit Father from
Kenya, previously spent one and
a half years in the Dampier
Peninsula Parish as a seminarian
in 2005. Fr Edward has spent the
last three years in the Diocese of
Hamburg in Germany.

Photo: SSJG Heritage Centre

Sr Brid Ryan ssjg (L) (Congregational Leader) and
Sr Geraldine Fitzpatrick ssjg (Congregational
Councillor), recently met Bishop Saunders when
they spent some days in Broome. They were on a
Congregational visit from Wexford Ireland, to
meet with the Sisters of St John of God in
Australia and see the ministries in which they are
involved.

New Kids on the Block
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Shennae James, the new daughter of
Darwo and Milly from One Arm Point.
Photo: CAS
Shanchia Hughes with baby Rickyle in
Warmun. Photo: Sr J Murphy rsj
Baby Virginia Rose, the daughter
of Majella Roberts and Antony
Melpi from Mirima community in
Kununurra. Photo: Fr J Ngonyesa
Leanne Hodge, Principal of
Ngalangangpum School In Warmun,
welcomed Claire Mary Hodge on 20
September. Photo: CAS
On 27 August, Desarae Clements
and Shannon Sibosado welcomed
daughter Maryanne Deborah
Sibosado. Photo: CAS
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Caritas Kimberley

Catholic Social Teaching Comes To Life In
The Classroom
Caritas Australia, the Catholic Church’s
agency for international aid and
development, has developed an online
multimedia toolkit for schools across
Australia that brings Catholic Social
Teaching (CST) to life in the classroom.
The online CST toolkit, available
through Caritas Australia’s website, is
aimed at school students and their
teachers. A suite of videos, photos,
cartoons, comics and interactive activities
make up the learning tools which
effectively illustrate the principles of
Catholic Social Teaching with a global
flavour. The six key CST principles
covered are: the Dignity of the Human
Person, the Common Good, Subsidiarity
and Participation, Solidarity, Preferential
Option for the Poor and Stewardship of
Creation.
Caritas Australia’s Global Education
Coordinator, Kate Andréo, said the kit’s
focus on questioning, critical thinking and
problem solving not only reflects an
inquiry-based learning approach, but also
the extensive consultations that were
conducted with teachers during its
development.
The project is comprehensive, providing

units of work for all school
levels from early primary
through to senior secondary
school level, with over 120
resources available.
Bishop Greg O’Kelly SJ, the
Chairman of the Bishops
Commission for Catholic
Education and Caritas Australia’s
Deputy Chair, said the toolkit is a
rich resource for students.
“We live in an Australia of
burgeoning secularism, one
where individual choice can be
seen as its own justification.
Within this context, educators of
young people, particularly within the
Catholic system, face two challenges in
particular: the need to educate for choice,
and the need to educate for depth,” Bishop
O’Kelly said.
“Educators live in a world these days of
NAPLAN and the Australian Curriculum,
of issues affecting numeracy and literacy,
and of where their school comes on a
league table. This is increasingly to the
detriment of education for depth and
discernment. I do think it is time for
principals to look closely at the

phenomenon and to see what can be done
about it.
To that end, I commend Caritas
Australia’s Catholic Social Teaching
Online Toolkit to you: the principles of
Catholic Social Teaching, and the
examples of Caritas Australia’s work are
an exemplary way to engage your students
and educate them for both choice and
depth.”
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
http://www.caritas.org.au/CST

St John’s Catholic College visits Kununurra
Written by: David Johns, Principal St John’s Catholic College,
Darwin.
On Wednesday 10th September 2014, we arrived at Kununurra in
the mid-morning after a short plane ride from Darwin. The Principal
at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School in Kununurra, Janine Moore,
welcomed us and we had a lengthy conversation regarding the close
proximity of Kununurra to Darwin, and the fact that a lot of families
from Kununurra regularly travel to Darwin. We also spoke about
what a wonderful community Kununurra is, and how we can have
future ties between their community and the St John’s Catholic
College.
We also attended the Flash Mob Picnic; it was great to see
students performing a dance, with parents watching proudly from
the sidelines. That evening, we presented information regarding St
John’s Catholic College to families who live in the Kimberley region
and who were interested in the education of their children
continuing at St John’s here in Darwin.
We travelled out to Warmun that evening where we stayed at the
Turkey Creek Roadhouse, thanks to all the people there who made
us feel most welcome.
We had the pleasure of meeting the wonderful Sr Julianne
Murphy rsj who introduced the staff at Ngalangangpum School. It
was evident that Julianne and staff provide enormous support and
encouragement to the students and their families who need to
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continue their education
out of their community.
They provide families
with options and
opportunities to select a
boarding school that is
the correct fit to the
student’s needs.
We were lucky
enough to go in the
school bus and pick all
the kids up. The kids
may have thought it was
a bit strange, but they all
welcomed us regardless!
We met families of
some of our kids here at
St John’s Catholic
College including Betty
David Johns presenting a gift of a data
and Patrick.
projector to the community in Warmun.
Photo: St John’s Catholic College Darwin
To sum it up, it was
great to experience the
beauty of the Kimberly region, and to be able to meet kids who are
excited about the prospect of furthering their education.

Catholic Mission staff members
inspired by Catholic missionaries
in Broome Diocese
While Catholics across Australia were
hearing the stories of brave missionaries
in strife-ridden Jamaica during World
Mission Month in October this year,
Catholic Mission’s Natalie Moses and Silje
Lea were deep in the Kimberley region,
already collecting information for next
year’s World Mission Month campaign.
The aim of the trip was to profile the
Catholic Church’s outreach to Indigenous
Australians in the Broome Diocese, which
will be used to produce a DVD to show in
Catholic parishes all around the country, to
inspire Australians to give to this essential
work.
Natalie and Silje were accompanied by a
film crew and spent one week visiting
Halls Creek, Warmun and Ringer Soak,
before interviewing Bishop Christopher
Saunders in Broome.
“We went to see first-hand the amazing
work that the Catholic Church is doing in
the Kimberley with such limited
resources,” says Natalie, Catholic Mission’s
National Fundraising and
Communications Director.
“We were saddened to see that a priest
is only able to celebrate Mass once a
fortnight in some places, including Halls
Creek, as there is not enough priests to be

permanently based in every town,” she
says. “However we were humbled to learn
that the priests and sisters drive for hours
in very tough conditions to reach the
people in very remote towns. They are all
incredibly dedicated missionaries.”
Natalie and Silje specifically spent time
with Josephite Sister Alma Cabassi, who is
based in Halls Creek where she offers vital
practical and spiritual support to the
community. She runs an ‘op shop’,
conducts healing programs and adult
formation workshops for Catholic
teachers, and ensures everything is set up
and ready for when the priest arrives for
Mass. “She is just wonderful,” says Natalie.
“Experiencing life with the sisters, if only
for a short while, was a hugely rewarding
experience, and we were incredibly
inspired by their outreach work to the
community.”
A most inspiring part of the tour, says
Silje, was spending time with Bonnie, one
of the Elders in the Halls Creek
community, and her grandchildren who
she cares for. “Having Bonnie open up to
me about her life—her childhood, her
family, her challenges and her deep faith
really touched me,” she says.
On returning to Sydney, Natalie and

Bonnie, with her grandchildren, and standing
behind them, are Natalie (L) and Silje (R) from
Catholic Mission, and Diocese of Broome
Diocesean Family Support Worker Sr Alma
Cabassi rsj (Centre) who runs outreach programs
in the region. Photo: Catholic Mission

Silje expressed an even greater desire to
raise more funds for the work of the
Catholic Church in remote Indigenous
areas, especially within the Broome
Diocese. “Having seen the incredible, lifechanging work that is taking place out in
the Kimberley, we are inspired to do all we
can next year to support this,” says Natalie.
Silje agreed, saying “We hope all
Australians can become more aware of the
plight of their neighbours in remote
Indigenous communities.”
For more information about World
Mission Month and the work of
Catholic Mission in Australia
and overseas, please visit
www.catholicmission.org.au
or free call 1800 257 296.
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Kimberley Catholic Volunteers
The Year In Review Anneliese Rohr, Volunteer Coordinator
2014 has been an exciting and busy year for the Kimberley
Catholic Volunteer Service.
Volunteers from all over Australia and all different walks of
life, come to serve the church in the Kimberley. This unique
and at times challenging experience is always personally
enriching for those fortunate to experience it.
This year we were very lucky to welcome back the largest

number of returning volunteers we have seen for some years.
It was wonderful to see so many people, some who we had not
seen for four or five years, return to support the Kimberley
mission. We also met many new volunteers, some from as far
as Switzerland!
At Kalumburu Mission in the far north of Western
Australian, we welcomed a new manager, while in Broome we
farewelled some long serving volunteers. Volunteers continue
to provide an invaluable contribution to the work of the Diocese
of Broome, and we remain grateful for all their hard work,
dedication and support in working together as a Christian
community.
We wish you all a holy and happy Christmas and every best
wish for happiness and good health in the New Year.

At the Warmun Retreat Centre, volunteers (from left), Lorel Donnelly,
Rose Treacy, Brian Donnelly, Laurie Short and Helen Short, were a
great team during 2014. Photo: CAS

Volunteers Les Paton and Lawrie Grant had no shortage of helpers
when a vehicle they were transporting to Kalumburu in the far north
broke down in the remote community of Gibb River. Photo: L Grant

Yesteryear:

Images From Our Past

In the Dampier Peninsula Parish, volunteers Edith and Christian
Wlodarczak (centre) were recently farewelled by the community after
completing their volunteer term. Photo: Fr C Knapman

Lucia and John Taylor from Switzerland enjoyed the stunning views of
Cable Beach in Broome after completing their volunteer term.
Photo: L Grant
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Hamlet Angus (deceased) teaching catechesis at
La Grange Mission (now known as Bidyadanga).
Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives

35 Years of Service Recognised
After 35 years of service to the church, Bob Fragomeni from
Catholic Church Insurances (CCI) is retiring at the end of
2014.
During his time with CCI, Bob has travelled throughout
the Kimberley with both Bishop Jobst and Bishop Saunders
and provided invaluable service and support to the Diocese of
Broome over the years.
The
Diocese of
Broome
would like to
thank Bob for
his support
and wish him
all the best for
the future.
Bob Fragomeni
(L) with Bishop
Saunders
during his last
visit to Broome.
Photo: A Rohr

APP REVIEW
By Fr Matthew Digges

Divine Mercy App
(Free) for iOS and Android
The Divine Mercy App, also known
as the ‘Mary App’ was released by
the Marian Fathers of the
Immaculate Conception, who have
been promoting the message of
the Divine Mercy since 1941.
The Divine Mercy App offers the
complete Divine Mercy message and devotion
in an easy to navigate way. The App has three
main chapters: the Message, the Devotion and
Mercy Plus.
For more information check out
http://thedivinemercy.org/app/

Celebrating their recent Year 12 Graduation at Aranmore Catholic
College Perth, were Broome locals Meredith Lawson (L) and Sharnee
Maher (R). They are pictured with Alison Hayden, who was once the
Finance Officer for the Kimberley Missions.

Vatican Dossier

Pope
Francis:
A Grateful Heart
is a Happy Heart
Vatican City, October 22, 2014
(Zenit.org)

At an Audience, Reflects on the Masterpiece of the Body
of Christ.
While speaking on the beauty of the unity of the Church at his
weekly General Audience, Pope Francis also used the occasion to
remind the faithful to not give in to those actions which divide it,
such as jealousy and feeling superior.
Posing a question to the thousands gathered in St Peter’s
Square, the Pope said, “Today, we wish to ask ourselves: In what
sense does the Church form the body? And why is it defined as
‘the body of Christ?’”
He reminded the faithful of the words of St Paul that, “Just as
our body is one, but made up of many members, so it is with
Christ and the Church.”
Starting with the Apostle Paul, he said this expression of the
body is applied to Church and is recognised as its most profound
and beautiful distinctive trait.
The image of the body, he said, is used “when one wants to
show how the elements that make up a reality are closely united
with one another and form together one thing.”
“The Church,” the Holy Father clarified, “is not only a body
built in the Spirit: the Church is the body of Christ! And it is not
simply a way of saying: We truly are! It is the great gift that we
receive on the day of our Baptisms!”
In the Sacrament of Baptism, the Holy Father continued,
“Christ makes us His.”
The Holy Father then went on to caution the faithful against
that which can “shatter” or “divide” the Church.
Speaking on jealousy, he said, “A jealous heart, is a bitter heart,
a heart that instead of blood looks like it’s full of vinegar. It is a
heart that is never happy. It is a heart that dismembers the
community.”
Asking then what we should instead do, he responded,
“Appreciate, in our community, the gifts, the qualities of others,
of our brothers and sisters.”
The 77-year-old Pontiff reiterated St Paul’s advice to the
Corinthians: Do not esteem anyone as superior to the other.
“This is ugly! Don’t ever do it! And when this thought comes
to you, remember your sins, those that no one knows about,
shame yourself before God and say, ‘You Lord, you know who is
superior. I will shut my mouth,’” he said.
“Say thank you!” he said. “The heart that knows how to say
thank you is a good heart, a noble heart, a heart that is happy.”
Francis invited those present to appreciate the qualities of
others, be close and participate in the sufferings of the last ones
and of those most in need, and express your gratitude to all.
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Kimberley Kitchen
Fish Plaki by Bishop Saunders
Fish Plaki is a Greek or Turkish or Armenian dish, depending upon who it is
telling the story. The Turkish and Armenian versions are a little spicier than
the Greek. The Armenian dish of this name often has a heaped teaspoon of
dried oregano placed in with the potatoes and vegetables as they are being
broiled in the Olive Oil. It certainly adds to the piqué of the dish.
If you wish, some dried chilli (1 Tablespoon) can be added for the chilli
aficionados. But nothing should be so strong as to overpower the flavour of
the whole fish or fish fillets. The best type of fish to use is a reef fish – cod,
blue-bone, spangled emperor, triple tail, snapper or quality barramundi.
Don’t use anything too mushy or soft. It simply won’t stand up to the heat in
the oven as you bake this wonderful seafood dish.
And, by the way, like a good stew, it tastes better the next day. Serve it
with rice. Basmati rice is always a winner here but any long grain will do.

Ingredients:

Photo: A Rohr

Method:

4 carrots peeled and sliced 1 cm thick
4 celery sticks cut into 2.5 cm pieces
1 onion quartered and finely sliced
1 green pepper deseeded and cut into fine strips
2 large potatoes peeled and sliced 1 cm thick
175 ml olive oil
salt and black pepper
1 large or 4 small fish scaled and gutted (approx.
1.25 kg) or fish fillets
4 cloves garlic finely chopped
2 tbsp tomato puree
1 level tsp cayenne pepper
1 lemon sliced for garnish
parsley for garnish
Option: Add chopped chillies depending on how
hot you like your food

1. Wash and drain all the vegetables thoroughly.
2. In a large heavy pan with a lid, gently heat the oil, add
all the vegetables, season well, cover and leave to cook over
low heat for 30 minutes. The vegetables should be quite
soft.
3. Preheat the oven to 200 degrees Celsius.
4. Remove the vegetables from the oil with a slotted
spoon, making sure you drain it well to keep as much liquid
in the pan as possible. Lay the fish in an earthenware dish
and carefully arrange the vegetables around and over it.
5. Fry the garlic for 1 minute in the oil that the vegetables
were cooked in, then add the tomato puree, salt to taste and
cayenne pepper. Cook for a further 3 minutes, stirring all
the time.
6. Carefully pour in 1 litre of water. Bring to a boil, and
then pour all the liquid over the fish and vegetables, making
sure you scrape all the garlic out of the pan.
7. Bake the dish uncovered in the oven for 30 - 45
minutes depending on size, until the fish is very tender. 25
minutes for thick fish fillets.
8. Leave the fish to cool in its liquid and serve
at room temperature, or serve hot garnished
with slices of lemon and sprigs of parsley.

Sr Leone Collins SJG retires in Perth
After 61 years of service to the Kimberley
Mission veteran St John of God Sister, Sr
Leone Collins has retired, for health
reasons, to Perth. During an active career
in education she served at St Mary’s
Broome, Christ the King Lombadina, Holy
Rosary in Derby and in all those places
she was dedicated and innovative in her
approach to the teaching and the pastoral
care of students.
Some time after retiring from
education, under the auspices of the
Bishop, she established Centacare in order
to work on the delivery of certain social
services to people who otherwise would
have remained without such care.

Together with Bishop Saunders she
convened the first inter-agency conference
on suicide held in Broome as a response
to dealing with a suicide contagion in the
town.
She never gave up in her efforts to see
to it that Centacare was properly developed
as an agency of which the Kimberley could
be proud. Now challenges to her health
have caught up with her and she is
enjoying the facilities afforded by the St
John of God Convent Subiaco, next to the
hospital.
She leaves the Kimberley with the
gratitude of a missionary Church and a
people whom she served so valiantly.
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Church of the Kimberley - Heroes in Faith

By Bill Worth

After the Great War – The Salesian Years
The end of the Great War between the
British and German Empires brought to
the young Australian nation the relief of
peace at last. However, apart from the
sufferings brought about by the inevitable
shortages that war inflicts on those at
home, there was the added burden of
huge numbers of casualties among
Australian soldiers who had served
overseas. An enduring emotion among
Australians at this time was disdain for
Germans or anything German. The
propaganda machine had done its job well
in stirring up nationalism in the
Dominion and turning the country’s heart
against the foreign enemies.
In this atmosphere of recrimination,
few voices were heard in favour of the
continuing presence of German Pallottine
missionaries on the Dampier Peninsula.
Even the local hierarchy in the West
Australian Province refused to support the
promotion of Father Droste to the position
of Vicar-Apostolic of the Kimberley when
Father Creagh CssR offered his
resignation. As active voices among the
government bureaucracy carried on a
sustained campaign, sometimes subtle,
sometimes not, against the German
Pallottines, the latter were in ecclesiastical
and secular circles effectively side-lined.
The British Empire’s allies during the
Great War included the nation of Italy and
with the help of the Italian Society a new
group of missionaries were welcomed
when they found their way to the
Kimberley. In May 1923, the Salesians sent
five priests and two religious brothers to

LIFE - It is sacred

Unborn baby. 19 weeks.

take care of Lombadina which was in
danger of being closed by the
antagonistic State bureaucracy. Their
appointment was a master stroke that
diffused the anti-German sentiment
against the Missions, but it did
nothing to give comfort to the
German Pallottines who now felt
threatened and were expecting that
they might be removed from Beagle
Bay by the Italian Religious at any
time. Ernest Coppo, newly ordained
as Bishop, arrived some six months
after his confreres, he decided to leave
the Pallottines in Beagle Bay while he
occupied his house in Broome with
three other Salesians. The mission at
Lombadina continued on under
Salesian pastoral care.
Bishop Coppo was well received in
Broome as a cultivated man whose
quietness concealed a resolute dignity. He
wasted no time setting out to explore the
Kimberley Mission, driving from Broome
to the crude Port of Derby and to the even
more crude remnants of Halls Creek
which had been almost abandoned long
ago after the gold ran out. Wyndham
offered little in the way of a township in
the normal sense of the word and the
Prelate from Europe wondered what had
been given to his pastoral care. The vast
cattle stations were largely run by
managers of dubious character on behalf
of absentee land-lords. The Aboriginal
people he saw lived in these places in
servitude, occupying ramshackle
accommodation that was always placed a
distance from the homestead.
The misuse and abuse of
Indigenous people by the
white managers and stockmen
was widespread and there
appeared little enthusiasm for
the Faith that might stand in
opposition to this exploitative
behaviour.
On his return to Broome
Bishop Coppo was discreet in
his conversations about what
he had seen, limiting most of
his remarks to the vastness
and huge distances of the
Kimberley landscape.
However, forlorn thoughts
must have been ever present
to this reluctant missionary as
he contemplated the job ahead
of him in this peculiar
vineyard of the Lord.
By 1924, however,

immigration restrictions against Germans
were lifted and the Pallottines were soon
to receive support once again from their
Motherhouse in Limburg. Meanwhile
Bishop Coppo began to speak quietly
about having been misled about the need
for Salesians in the Kimberley. The
dissatisfaction among some of his men for
their work in the north encouraged him to
look elsewhere for Salesian foundations.
He found a hearty welcome in Melbourne
during one of his many fund-raising trips
away from the Kimberley. It was then in
1925 that he began a house at Diamond
Creek in Victoria with the intention that
the Salesians should work among Italian
migrants. His men found this work
satisfying and less strenuous than the
overwhelming conditions of the northern
tropics and the challenges of a particularly
demanding ministry.
Bishop Coppo became rather easily
convinced that the wartime political
atmosphere had now changed with the
arrival of a new group of Pallottines. He
let it be known that he believed that the
Pallottines were better equipped to staff
the Kimberley Mission than the Salesians.
With that in mind he resigned as VicarApostolic in 1928 and now for the first
time a German Pallottine, the recent
arrival Bishop Otto Raible, was appointed
to that position.
REFERENCES:
M. Durack, The Rock and The Sand
(Constable London 1969)
M. Zucker, From Patrons to Partners
(UNDA Press 2nd edition 2005)
T. Cooper, Unless the grain falls: a history of the
early Salesian years in Australia: the KimberleyDiamond Creek period (1923-1928)
(Provincial Office, 1996)
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News from across the
						

Kimberley

ABOVE: Ngalangangpum School in Warmun recently had a visit from Variety QLD. Variety QLD generously donated eight computers to the school.
Photo: Sr J Murphy rsj

Gerard and Lee Lee Morgan were happy to be back in Broome recently
for the graduation of their youngest child, Ashley Morgan, from St Mary’s
College. Photo: CAS
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At St Vincent Pallotti Church in Kununurra recently, Fr Joel Nyongesa
celebrated the baptism of Harper Lee Rafferty. From left, parents
Kristy Lee Pigram and Andre Richard Rafferty, and sponsors Tegan and
Benjamin holding Harper, with Fr Joel Nyongesa.

Sister Alice Dempsey, a Saint John of God Sister who spent over 30 years in
Balgo, was flown out from retirement in Ireland to the Balgo Religious Art
exhibition at RMIT Gallery in Melbourne. The paintings from the Balgo collection
have been professionally restored and repaired and are to return to the
Kimberley after they are exhibited in Melbourne and in Alice Springs. Bishop
Saunders is pictured above with Sr Alice Dempsey ssjg at the exhibition.
Photo: Diocese of Broome
ABOVE: Claire Kilgariff, from the Northern Territory
was recently in the Kimberley. Claire, the Head
of Division of VET at the Batchelor Institute of
Indigenous Tertiary Education was in the Kimberley
for the graduation of Aboriginal Teaching Assistants
who had completed their studies through Batchelor
Institute. Photo: St Mary’s College Broome

A proud community celebrated the graduation of three Aboriginal Teaching
Assistants at Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School in Ringer Soak. From left, Lily
Jinderah, Tamara Seela and Christine Tchooga. Photo: L Bucknell

In One Arm Point at the top of the Dampier Peninsula, the community gathers for
Sunday mass on a house veranda. Back row, from left, Fr Christopher Knapman,
Telisha Angus, Letitia Angus, Jazael Angus, Zihan Angus and Ezina Angus. Front
row, from left, Jamakah Angus, Tracey Bin-Sali, Paul Sampi and Maureen Angus.

Congratulations to Sr Dolores Tunnecliffe ssjg who
is enjoying the celebration of her Golden Jubilee of
religious vows she made on the 8 December 1964.
Originally from Heidelberg, Melbourne, Sr Dolores
has spent most of her religious life in various
educational pursuits in the Kimberley. She took
special interest in educational programs for children
with learning difficulties. In her later years she
moved into the areas of Indigenous Counselling and
Psychotherapy Training ensuring that the baton of
support could be carried on by local people.
Photo: SSJG Heritage Centre
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People Stories

By Nicola Kalmar

Michael King
Ever since he first stepped foot on
Kimberley soil as a teenager, the spirit of
the land and its people never left Michael
King.
During the three years he spent in the
region as a 15-year-old back in 1978,
Michael developed a strong bond with the
community and shared their passion for
culture and connection to country.
Years later, he returned to the
Kimberley several times and introduced
his wife to the “special country” in 1994
and 2007, where they resided for three
months.
Michael’s experiences deepened his
understanding and appreciation of the
land and cemented a longing to return
one day and use the knowledge he gained
as a teenager for a greater purpose.
He found that calling two years ago,
when he successfully applied for the
managerial role at Centacare Kimberley
and moved to Broome with his family.
Since then, Michael has never looked
back.
“Culture has always been an important
part of my life and I have a debt of
gratitude to the people of the Kimberley
for sharing so much with me when I was
15,” he said.
“Having the opportunity to work in a
region of Australia where culture plays
such a rich part in people’s everyday lives
is personally very rewarding.”
Centacare Kimberley provides
essential support to a large number of
people, more than 3500 a year, who are
homeless, at risk of being homeless, or
are experiencing financial hardship.
Through his role, Michael has become
a passionate advocator of supporting and
empowering disadvantaged members of
the community.
Being at the helm of the organisation,

Michael said, it was critical to be able to
focus services on an individual’s or
family’s social wellbeing.
“As many will be aware, a lot of people
in the Kimberley are faced with many
challenges that include poor health,
unstable housing, having to live with
extended family in overcrowded homes
and of course the major issues of alcohol
and substance use,” he said.
“Centacare Kimberley provides support
to people in a way that focuses on the
individual and supporting them to create
more life choices and opportunities that
can lead to change.”
In the future, Michael said his vision
was to help build the “best possible”
support system - one that has the balance
between support, expectation and
empowerment.
“People have to be given the
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opportunity to decide what is best for
them, and to shape the services that they
feel best meet their needs,” he said.
“As a social support system, we need to
have an expectation that the people we
serve will try to do something for
themselves and will try to make life
changes.
“On the other side, people also need
practical support as many of the
challenges they face cannot be met on
their own.”
To achieve that goal, Michael said he
felt the Government and the Australian
people needed a better understanding of
the challenges people faced, including a
realisation that many of the issues
impacting the lives of vulnerable people
were created over the last seven or eight
generations.
“It is unrealistic to believe that people
can fix some of these issues tomorrow or
next week, even next year for that
matter,” he said.
“What we can do is provide the right
balance of social support to enable
people to make changes to their own
lives and the lives of their children and
grandchildren over time.”
While he continues to strive towards
his goal, Michael said he was making the
most of each day spent in the Kimberley
with his family and cherishes every
moment.
“My youngest son was born in Broome
in 2013, so now I have real connection to
this country,” he said.
“My family have all loved travelling
our country and we have been around
Australia twice...on both these journeys
we have been asked many times which is
the best part of Australia, and without
hesitation, both my wife and I have said
the Kimberley.”

Sisters of St John of God Heritage Centre

Exiles in the Wilderness
On 7th October the book was
launched in the Bernardine Room of the
Heritage Centre and many there heard
for the first time details of those historic
times.
Some who helped Pat with her
research by being interviewed were in
attendance. Neenya Teesling, Baamba
Albert and Sr Philomena took part by
reading extracts from the book. Others
whose help is acknowledged in the book
but were not able to be present were
Esther Bevan, Peter Howard (dec’d), Vera
Dann (dec’d), and Sr Frances Dunne
(dec’d).

The date at the beginning of this letter
written almost 100 years ago was 24.12.’14
(24 December 1914). The writer could
hardly have imagined the potential
misreading of her abbreviation when we
read it in 2014.
Pat Jacobs, historian, bibliographer and
author used this letter as one of her sources
when she wrote the story of the Sisters of St
John of God in their early years in the
Kimberley.
The Book
The Heritage Centre celebrated Pat
Jacobs’ work by publishing her two essays
in a small book called Living on the
Kimberley Pearling Coast: Sisters of Saint
John of God in the Early Twentieth Century.

A word from Pat
Pat gained a great respect and
admiration for those women as she
searched the archives, interviewed people
in Broome and finally obtained access to
a series of letters. As Pat described it at
the launch, Even though I was beginning
to understand a little of how this diverse,
complex multicultural community
worked, I still had no sense of the
personalities, the human strengths and
frailties of the women I was attempting
to understand. Were they permanently
home-sick? Were they worn out? Had the
climate exhausted them? Had their faith
survived the deprivation? Had they been
able to be happy?
The breakthrough came when I
learned a repository of letters had been
discovered in New Norcia Monastery,
written by Sister Bernardine Greene to
Bishop Torres between 1910-1914. Here,
at last, like a long-held breath, was the
life I had been hoping to find.

The fact that the launch was taking
place in the room named after Sr
Bernardine did not escape Pat’s attention
as she read extracts from the letters.
Putting the Finishing Touches
The essays contained in the book were
delivered by Pat at the 11th and 12th
Irish-Australian Conferences – one held
in Fremantle at the University of Notre
Dame and the other in Galway, Ireland.
Both were then published in The
Australian Journal of Irish Studies.
Putting the essays together into a book
with many photos from the archives to
illustrate the period in history, was the
work of Joyce Hudson (editor) and Robyn
Wells (designer).

LEFT: Sr Philomena reads an extract from the book.
ABOVE: Joyce Hudson, Pat Jacobs and Robyn Wells.

Get Your Own Copy
Pat Jacob’s book is on sale for
$15 at the Heritage Centre.
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Notre Dame Kimberley
Professor Keith McNaught, Executive Director and Head of the Broome Campus
The first time I worked
on The University of
Notre Dame Australia’s
Broome Campus was in 2004, and I
stayed in the house which I now live in
on Campus. My early work in Broome
was as part of my work in the School of
Education, and in later years has been
connected to my role in heading up the
Academic Enabling and Support
Centre’s portfolio. From 2011, I taught
intensive and online units in Broome’s
Foundation Year program, which was a
great source of joy, watching students
find a pathway to study, or to better
employment options. The ten years of
work on and off the Broome Campus
have been richly rewarding, both
professionally and personally.
Late last year, when Vice Chancellor,
Professor Celia Hammond, asked me to
take a leadership role on the Broome
Campus, from 2014, it was necessarily a
family decision. From the beginning,
the determination was for a co-located
role, to provide effective support to the
Campus, within the new structure.
Personally, this worked well for me,
with three children at university in
Perth, and my wife both in her own
career, and also the primary carer for

her mother, who sustained a serious
head injury whilst in hospital. My
family have been constant visitors to
Broome, which has been wonderful. My
youngest daughter particularly loves the
outdoors and cherishes every trip,
loving the natural beauty. I will never
tire of looking upon a Cable Beach
sunset.
My family share a passionate
commitment to Aboriginal
Reconciliation and to this being core to
the Campus’ work. My own life began
in Carey Park, at the time one of the
most impoverished and disadvantaged
parts of Bunbury. Carey Park was better
known as Scary Park and there was a
local saying in the 60s that ‘nothing
good comes out of Carey Park’. I know
that isn’t true and because of those
experiences I grew up knowing that
people needed some genuine assistance
and hopefulness to achieve their
dreams. Notre Dame’s deep
commitment to Pastoral Care is a key
reason it has been so successful in the
Kimberley in the last 20 years, and it is
core to my beliefs about making a real
difference.
The Broome Campus seeks to
create a high-quality education, training

and researchbased hub in the
Kimberley, as
part of a
national,
Catholic University. The Campus has
both flourished and struggled over the
years, and now has embarked on new
models of program delivery which both
aim to meet local needs, and create a
viable financial model for years to
come. We build on years of dedicated
work by a broad range of local
community members, and also the
religious communities, who have
created an extraordinary legacy for
current and future generations.
There are many special moments
that help make all the work, time,
flights, and time away from family all
worthwhile - and one transformative
moment this year was seeing our
graduates on stage. To see men and
women - young and old - of all
backgrounds and cultures - graduate,
and hear their stories, was nothing less
than inspirational, and left everyone
with a great sense of the difference that
Notre Dame makes in the Kimberley,
and the lives, current and future,
touched by our mutual work.

Rural placements open doors for Nursing graduate
Nursing graduate, Sasha Bailey,
appreciates the extensive hands-on
experience she gained from her studies
at The University of Notre Dame
Australia’s Broome Campus which has
seen her recently receive a graduate
position at Royal Perth Hospital.
Ms Bailey undertook clinical
placements in the Western Australian
towns of Carnarvon, Derby and
Geraldton as part of her degree where
she worked with nursing teams and
acquired the essential balance of
theory and clinical skills to become
well equipped for her vocation.
“Each placement provided me with
an insight into life as a professional
nurse, in addition to perfecting my
ability to handle a number of
situations with a rational and ethical
mindset,” Ms Bailey said.
The Broome Campus offers a

number of pathway courses in Nursing,
and Ms Bailey completed both the
Certificate III and the Diploma before
entering into the Bachelor of Nursing
course.
Students from Broome, Fitzroy
Crossing, Kununurra and Derby have
successfully completed these pathway

Nursing graduate from the Broome Campus,
Sasha Bailey. Photo: UNDA
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courses through on-campus learning
and in real-time via Blackboard
Collaborate (a web-based classroom)
and the specially designed authentic
eLearning tool online – The Maryanne
Martin Virtual Hospital.
As a result of the highly practical
nature of Notre Dame’s Nursing
curriculum, Ms Bailey says she has
become more confident as she
completes her graduate program.
“I have managed to successfully
prepare students, perform in-service
education sessions and actively
participate in ward accreditation and
audits. I have received excellent
feedback from various nurses at
Royal Perth, which is a testament to
the practical experience delivered as
part of the School of Nursing and
Midwifery at Notre Dame,” Ms Bailey
said.

Obituary

Rev Fr Peter Murray sac
Born: 25 May 1938
Entered Eternal Life: 12 September 2014

By Fr Eugene San sac

On this page we have a photo of Fr Peter
Murray taken on the 27th of July, less
than two months ago, at Fr Pat’s Golden
Jubilee Mass. It was to be his last public
ministry. At that wonderful Concelebrated
Mass, Fr Peter proclaimed the Gospel for
us without even using the microphone
and everyone commented on the strength
of his voice. He told me afterwards that it
was all a matter of breathing and voice
projection. He also said to me then that
he didn’t think he was going to make it to
his own 50th anniversary of priesthood
which was to be celebrated on the 11th of
December next year. I felt in these last few
months of his life Peter had come to
terms with the fragility of his life and the
impending death.
As you all know Peter was a strong
character, fiercely independent, intelligent,
self-assured and a very capable man. He
was the youngest of the six children born
to Agnes and Thomas Murray. Peter
joined the Pallottines at the age of 19;
studied at Strathfield and Manly, and
made his Final Consecration with the
Pallottines on the 24th February in 1960
and was ordained to the Priesthood on the
11th of December in 1965. After
ordination he was appointed to the parish
of Silverwater in Sydney. He also served
in the remote parishes of Wyndham and
Lombadina in the Kimberley among the
Aboriginal communities. He left the
Kimberley in 1978 and moved back to the
East and worked in the Diocese of Ballarat
and the Archdiocese of Melbourne. Even
though Peter had left the missions a long
time ago, when I was appointed to the
Dampier Peninsula Parish in 1996 to
look after Beagle Bay, Lombadina/
Djarindjin and One Arm Point, the older
Aboriginal people there still talked about

the famous Fr Peter Murray.
When I got back to Melbourne I told
Peter that he was part of the Kimberley
folklore with stories of him strolling into
Beagle Bay Community with pistols on
his hip to claim back the cattle that were
stolen from Lombadina Community.
Apparently cattle rustling was a common
practice between the two Communities.
Kimberley was the Wild West in those
days. There were stories of Peter driving a
truck loaded with a dozen horses and
some liquid amber in crates along the
Tanami Track to Balgo Mission without
breaking a single bottle or losing a single
horse.
They were tough times in those early
days and to survive in the harsh
environment the missionaries had to
develop self-reliance, resilience and learn
to be independent. Peter wasn’t just a
‘Jack of all trades’ apt in handling tools
and machinery, he also had a sharp mind.
He was an avid reader, good with
languages such as Latin and Greek. He
had a keen interest in Church History and
Canon Law. He lectured for a period at
Yarra Theological Union. He loved
reading books, preserving books and
restoring books. During the last few
months of his life he discovered internet
and that opened up a whole new world for
him.
Fifteen years ago, Peter had an
accident, falling backwards from the
balcony of his house when the railing
gave way, and he broke his back. For such
a gifted, independent and capable person
like Peter to be consigned to a wheelchair
and needing the help of others to care for
him were a great burden. Then to be
diagnosed with cancer was a double blow
for him. In the face of such adversities

Peter bore the cross of suffering
courageously and kept a positive outlook
on life.
Pat Jackson was a year ahead of Peter
in the seminary, so I asked him to select
the Scriptural passages for today’s
Requiem Mass. Pat chose these readings
because they express what God was doing
in Peter’s life. In his suffering Peter
shared in the Cross of Christ and allowed
God to mold him and recreate him. As St.
Paul says, “In Christ we are being
recreated anew, the old creation is gone
and it’s all God’s work.” Through his pain
and suffering Peter had to walk Christ’s
path of reconciliation, restoring right
relationships and re-establishing peace.
He learnt to surrender, to let go of past
hurts, to soften his approach to life and
others. These last few months of his life
were a time of peace for Peter.
A few days before he died Peter said
to me, “All I want now is to be embraced
in the loving arms of God”. That was his
wish, his heart’s desire and we know in
faith that his wish has been fulfilled.
Peter received the Sacraments of the
Church, Reconciliation, Holy
Communion, Anointing and Viaticum,
from his brother Fr Brian, from his
brother Pallottines and from his brother
priests, the Dominican Friars, from the
parish next door. And when he died the
Sisters of Nazareth, Sr. John and Sr.
Margaret, were there beside his bed
praying the rosary assisting Peter as he
journeyed into the next life.
Go forth, Peter, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you, and may Christ the
Good Shepherd take you to himself and
set you among his angels and saints.
Amen.
May he rest in peace.

WANTED: Volunteer Workers KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE
The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.

In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered.
For further details and an application form
please contact the co-ordinator:
Phone: 08 9192 1060
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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Kimberley Wild
Irukandji Jellyfish

By Kate Austen

(Box Jellyfish)

Class: Cubozoa
The Kimberley has some pretty amazing creatures, but few
more mysterious and deserving of our respect than the box
jellyfish.
Beautiful, delicate and deadly, there are two main types
that may be encountered by Kimberley water-lovers. The first
group is also known as the sea-wasps. They have a sting that
is immediately felt, and so overwhelmingly painful that
victims may go into shock and be unable to make it to shore.
Lucky for us - these boxies are rarely encountered in WA
waters. However there is another smaller group, often called
the ‘Irukandji’ jellyfish, that is more common.
There are at least four species of Irukandji jellyfish found
in northern WA, and the main difference is that if you cop a
sting from one of these fellas, you may not feel a thing. It
can take over 30 minutes for a reaction to occur, and may
consist of any or all of the following: nausea, generalised
back or abdominal pain, headaches, breathing difficulty and
strangely, an impending sense of doom. This array of
symptoms is collectively referred to as ‘Irukandji Syndrome’
(after an Aboriginal tribe in North Queensland where the
condition was first described).
Irukandji jellyfish can be difficult to identify, so don’t be
fooled by their size! While they can be very small (less than
3cm in total), recently described species from as far south as
Shark Bay and Exmouth have been up to 50cm in length without the tentacles!
Irukandji jellyfish can be found in the Kimberley waters

year-round, although they are
significantly more common
between the months of
November and June. The best
method of avoiding them
(although it is dreadfully
difficult on those steaming
wet-season afternoons) is to
stay out of the water during these months. Stinger suits can
also be an effective barrier, although they still leave skin on
the hands, feet and face exposed and vulnerable.
If you suspect you have been stung, it is important not to
touch or rub the area - this may cause more damage. The
most effective treatment is to douse the area in vinegar, as
this can significantly reduce the amount of toxins that enter
the body. While symptoms usually settle within 12 hours, a
trip to the doctor may be wise. In severe cases the victim
should be hospitalized, because although there is no antivenom, medical treatment can mean the difference between
life and death.
It may be worth a mention that next time you are sweating
on Cable Beach, and cursing the poor old jellyfish that keeps
you from diving in, it really is nothing personal! The
otherworldly and beautiful box jellyfish only has such
powerful venom to rapidly stun their dinner - this prevents
the struggling fish and shrimp from damaging their delicate,
drifting tentacles.

Beagle Bay Store Fire
Two enormous explosions and a fierce
blaze shook the community of Beagle Bay
on the 3rd October. It was midnight, and
as the fire raged on, community members
who were alerted to the uproar were forced
to look on helplessly as their community
shop went up in flames.
For the local people, it was a
frightening night, as the fire developed so
quickly that there was no possibility of
safely intervening. But even so, the risk of
asbestos exposure and the lack of adequate
equipment meant that there was just no
way of subduing the raging flames that
night.
At times the blaze appeared so large
that there was a reasonable fear it might
spread to nearby buildings, even to the
school or women’s centre, but thankfully
the fire remained astonishingly, even
miraculously, contained.
The burning down of the Beagle Bay
store was met the following morning with
much sadness, because for many it was
more than just a shop, it was a building
with a special history, one which held
many happy memories of the mission days
of yesteryear.

Stephen Victor, a
community elder,
remembers when the
shop was the mission
dining hall, filled
with nuns and
brothers, the old
people, school girls
and boys—all in
uniform—sitting at
Photos: Fr H Rotich
large dining tables
eating supper
together. It is a contented scene from his
childhood, a picture of the past, but it
must now live on only in his memory as
what is left of the building is quickly
demolished to make way for a new,
much bigger, shop.
To the community’s great credit, and
to the credit of its leadership, plans were
put into place almost immediately to
relocate the shop to its now temporary
home in the women’s centre. Fridges,
food, cash registers, shelves, all burnt to
bits in the old shop, were ordered quickly
from Darwin and with much hard work,
set up in working order in a bit over a
week, a tremendous effort.
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Now the community waits with excitement
as plans for a new multi-million dollar
store are finalised, aiming for completion
in the next 12 months. Let’s hope that the
new shop will be, for this generation, a
place which one day holds as many happy
memories as the old.

Garnduwa News
Girls Alive and Kicking Goals at
Garnduwa Young Women’s
Leadership Camp

East Kimberley Young Men’s
Leadership Camp

More than 20 girls descended upon El Questro Station on their
closing weekend for the annual Garnduwa Young Women’s
Leadership Camp. Girls came from all over the Kimberley
including Broome, Bidyadanga, Lombadina, Derby, Balgo, Halls
Creek, Warmun and Wyndham to participate in the camp.
The camp involved a range of team building and leadership
challenges which tested
the girls’ patience and
ability to think outside
the box.

The East Kimberley Young Men’s Leadership camp this
year took the selected boys on a “Man vs Wild”
adventure as they tackled Mother Nature through
leadership activities on the outskirts of Kununurra on
the mighty Ord River. Fifteen boys were selected from
as far as Balgo, Halls Creek, Warmun, and Kununurra
to embark on a four day camp from the 16 - 19 October.
The camp took place at “Maka’s camp” off Crossing
Falls Road through his Econoeing – Go Wild Adventure
Tours.

LEFT: Renelle Brown from
Balgo is pictured with her
rock art at the Garnduwa
Young Women’s
Leadership Camp.

RIGHT: From left, Ruth Taylor
(Wyndham), Blanci Anderson
(Halls Creek), Taya Stack Monado
(Broome), Petha Shovellor
(Bidyadanga), Lilly Mandijarra
(Balgo), Marika Ross (Broome) get
ready for the Masterchef cook up
challenge at the Garnduwa Young
Women’s Leadership Camp.
Photos: C Rutledge

ABOVE: The boys with their tasty stir-fry, from
left, Ethan Gill, George Thubron, Ethan Cox,
Xavier Ennis and Shaun Sullivan.
Photo: M Albert

Parish News
HALLS CREEK

KUNUNURRA

When Fr John Purnell was in Halls Creek recently, Marydasan
and Shalayemol took the opportunity to have their house blessed.
The happy couple are expecting their first child.

At the Holy Place in Warmun, the baptisms of Lauren Peters and
Zyomie Ramsay were recently celebrated.

From left, Sr Dianne Colborne rsj, Prabeesh, Fr John Purnell, Prajitha,
young Pranav, Shalayemol and Marydasan.
Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi rsj

From left, Marisha Cherrabun with baby Lauren Peters, Carla Ramsay
with her baby Zyomie Ramsay. Photo: Sr J Murphy rsj
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Parish News
DAMPIER PENINSULA

BROOME
Students from St Mary’s College in Broome were
among the group of students who received the
Sacrament of Confirmation at Our Lady Queen of
Peace Cathedral in Broome on 25 October.

In Beagle Bay, Zeus McKenzie Jnr
enjoyed playing with his new puppy.
Photo: Fr C Knapman

Georgia Carter with sponsor Annette Bedford.
Photo: S Malak

Altar servers at Sacred Heart Church
in Beagle Bay, from left, Nia Williams,
Quaruah Chatanalgi and Shenniqua
Victor. Photo: CAS

LA GRANGE/
BIDYADANGA
Continuing his remote
ministry, La Grange/
Bidyadanga Parish Priest Fr
Benny Calanza has also
visited Kunawarritji on his
travels. While there he said
mass for the community.

Photo: S Bub

School News
DERBY

WARMUN
As part of the Heart
Foundation’s Walktober,
Holy Rosary School in
Derby organised a Walk
to School Day on 24
October. Eighty students,
parents, siblings and
staff walked from the
town oval to school,
where on arrival they
were greeted with a
cooked breakfast.

From left, Elly Ratabua, Ben Alford, Migha Vipin, Lucy Morling, Patrick
Bradley and Joshua Ferguson. Photo: P Morwood
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‘Take the Challenge’ is a
fun nutrition and physical
activity program designed
for teachers to involve their
students in healthy lifestyle
behaviours.
In the Kimberley ‘Take
the Challenge’, student
learning at Ngalangangpum
School in Warmun was
recognised as the best in
the East Kimberley and was
rewarded with $500 for
their class.
Photo: Ngalangangpum School

School News
BROOME
Year 12 students from St Mary’s College in Broome celebrated the
end of their school year on 29 October.
Their day commenced with a formal Graduation Assembly at
Notre Dame University, attended by Secondary students, staff,
parents, family and friends. In the evening they gathered again at
Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral to celebrate their Graduation
Mass.

From left, Abbey Ford, Chelsea Siebert, Ikesha King, Rajiv
Latchman and Simon Hill. Photo: M Pepper

Photo: S Malak

KUNUNURRA

At a recent family picnic at White
Gum Park, the students of St
Joseph’s School in Kununurra
surprised onlookers with a flash
mob dance. The school
community had gathered for a
picnic to promote the message of
healthy living, and after eating
their lunch students broke into a
whole school dance routine based
on this theme. The flash mob
dance was co-ordinated by Ms
Tulia Chung-Tilley who worked
with the students about ways they
could spread this positive message
through dance and music.

St Mary’s College Broome Year 12 students studying Religion
and Life 3B experienced real-time online learning delivered by
consultants from the Religious Education Learning and Teaching
Team at the Catholic Education Office of WA. Using polycom
technology which has been installed on the secondary campus,
our students were able to have face to face instruction as they
work towards their final WACE examinations.

MULAN

From left, John John Juan Gerrard
and Brady Stillman.
Photo: F Haji-Ali

On Tuesday 28 October, the
Mulan Clinic was officially
opened by The Minister for
Regional Development, Mr
Terry Redman M.L.A. Several
planeloads of visitors arrived
to celebrate this important
occasion. The whole
community was invited to
attend, and the children from
John Pujajangka-Piyirn
School enjoyed meeting the
V.I.Ps and showing them
their clinic. They also enjoyed
the ‘mangarri’ provided by the
Health Department!

Minister for Regional
Development, Mr Terry
Redman M.L.A with John
John West, Kelton Sabastian
and Matthius Farquarson,
admiring the plaque.
Photo: L Coyle

LOMBADINA

RED HILL

At Christ the King School in Lombadina/Djarindjin,
Aboriginal
Teaching
assistants
Philomena
Manado (L) and
Christine
McKenzie
gradudated from
their Certificate III
in Education
Support course.

Warlawurru Catholic School in Red Hill recently celebrated Anansa
Spratt-Birrell’s graduation. Ms Claire Kilgariff from Batchelor Institute of
Indigenous Tertiary
Education presented
Anansa with her
Certificate III in
Education Support.
Anansa began her
Certificate in Tennant
Creek and has been
working full time at
Red Hill for the past
three years while
completing her studies.

Photo: H Tuohey

Photo: F Reagan
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WORLD YOUTH DAY

Parish/Mass
Centres

25 July to 31 July 2016
Krakow, Poland

25-31 July 2016 is the official date of
the XXXI World Youth Day,
which will take place in Krakow.

BROOME
Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times:
			 Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
			 Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

Start saving now.
Strictly limited numbers.

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA
Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr James Saina
Mass times:
Balgo: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
Billiluna:
Sunday 4:00pm
Mulan:
Sunday 10:00am

Prayer Time
Christmas Prayer of Pope John XXIII

DAMPIER PENINSULA
Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hilary Rotich
Mass times:
Beagle Bay: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 8:00am
Lombadina: Sunday 5:00pm

O sweet Child of Bethlehem,
grant that we may share with all our hearts
in this profound mystery of Christmas.
Put into the hearts of men and women this peace
for which they sometimes seek so desperately
and which you alone can give to them.
Help them to know one another better,
and to live as brothers and sisters,
children of the same Father.
Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness and purity.
Awaken in their hearts
love and gratitude for your infinite goodness.
Join them all together in your love.
And give us your heavenly peace.
Amen.

DERBY
Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
Derby: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 9:00am
Fitzroy Crossing: 5:00pm 2nd & 4th
				
Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK
Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times:
		 2nd and 4th Sundays: 8:30am
		 1st and 3rd Sundays: 6:00pm

KALUMBURU
Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Nicholas
Kipkemboi
Mass times:
				
Saturday 5:30pm Vigil
				
Sunday 7:00am

Recently Departed
†† REV FR PETER MURRAY SAC

KUNUNURRA

of Melbourne, Victoria died on 12 September 2014.

†† SIMEON KUNGAH 		

from Billiluna died in Broome Hospital on 23 		
		
				September 2014.

†† RAMMEL PETERS 		

Elder of Warmun and the spokesperson for the 		
				
Elders in forming the Community of Warmun in the 		
				
1970’s and 80’s, died in Darwin Hosptial on 2 October 		
				2014.

†† MAGDALEN MARALTADJ

of Kalumburu died 28 October 2014 after a long illness.

†† JOSEPH BIN SWANI JNR

of Broome died tragically on 5 November 2014.

May they rest in Peace

Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times:
Kununurra: Saturday 6:00pm `
				
Sunday 8:30am
Wyndham: Sunday 9:00am
Warmun: Monday 5:00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA
Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Benny Calanza
Mass times:
				
Sunday 9:00am

WYNDHAM

If you have any death notices you would like to include please email kcp@broomediocese.org

Refer Kununurra Parish
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ABOVE: Bishop Saunders with Kimberley Catholic Volunteers Christian and Edith
Wlodarczak. Christian and Edith, from Cairns, recently completed a six month term
supporting the Dampier Peninsula Parish. Photo: Fr C Knapman

ABOVE: While fishing off the wharf in Broome, Rachel
O’Leary caught this stunning looking Striped Scat.
Photo: T Dickie
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