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Pastoral Visit to Kalumburu
Recently, Sr Marcella Hegarty
rsj and Sr Alma Cabassi rsj
travelled to Kalumburu for a
pastoral visit. They were
warmly welcomed by all in the
community as they quietly
listened to the many stories
people had to share. Sr
Marcella, who is based in
Kununurra, meets many of the
Kalumburu Community
around town when they are
visiting. It was helpful for her
to make connections and
continue the network for
pastoral care.

COVER:

ABOVE: From left, Willy
Tataya, Issac Bundamurra,
Rohanee Evans holding
baby Lidelle and
Sr Marcella Hegarty rsj.
LEFT: Gwen Evans and
Camellia (CC) Clements
with Sr Marcella Hegarty
rsj. Photos: Sr Alma
Cabassi rsj

Mark Moora from Balgo,
during the Jubilee
Celebrations of St
Theresa’s Church in the
Parish of Balgo-Kutjungka.
Photo: CAS

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Sunday - 5 July 2015

“We all Stand on
Sacred Ground: Learn,
Respect and Celebrate”

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY

News from Germanus Kent House, Broome

PROFILE is a publication of

At Germanus Kent House the residents
celebrated ANZAC Day with a lively and
competitive game of two up. On ANZAC
Day morning, three residents attended the
parade and dawn service at Bedford
Memorial Park in Broome followed by
breakfast and drinks at the RSL.
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Residents at Germanus Kent were treated to
bouquets of flowers, donated by the Broome
Florist, for Valentines Day. It was priceless
to see the joy on the faces of the women as
they received their flowers and arranged
them in their rooms.
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Neil Walker from the Police Band with Maisie
Harrison. Neil, from Perth, was flown to Broome
as the piper for the ANZAC Day Service.
Photo: J Huntley
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Claire Daniels with Aggie Albert.
Photo: J Leslie

Viewpoint
Jubilee - Our hearts on fire
for the mercy of our loving God
Next year, 2016, is our Jubilee Year as a
Diocese. That is to say next year the
Diocese, so proclaimed in 1966, will be
fifty years old. By anyone’s estimate ours is
a young Church within the Catholic fold.
While Missionaries first came to the
Kimberley at the end of the nineteenth
century nonetheless our Diocese was not
proclaimed as such by the Holy Father in
Rome until 7th June 1966.
Our Pope, Francis, has also called the
Universal Church to celebrate a Holy Year
in 2016, a Jubilee Year of Mercy. This
invitation of his speaks to us clearly of
examining where we are in right
relationship with God. It exhorts us to
develop in ourselves individually and
collectively, a faith-filled appreciation of the
Mercy of our God who loves us without
limitation.
This time of Jubilee, as proclaimed by
the Holy Father, coincides with the 50th
Jubilee of our Diocese. We shall therefore
have, so to speak, a double Jubilee to
celebrate, beginning on 8th December this
year, the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, and ending on the Feast of
Christ the King, November 2016.
The Jubilee of our Diocese will help us
look on our past, our history, and assist us
to see where we have been, how we have
grown and where we are now as a
particular Church. We will be asking of
ourselves questions such as: Have we been
faithful to our origins as a missionary
people, proclaiming the reign of God, as
once did those who went before us? We
will examine in what ways have we grown

spiritually as followers of Christ and in
what ways have we failed to thrive to serve
our Lord and God faithfully. We shall
critically inquire: have we given of
ourselves generously in the service of God
and humanity? Have we identified the
greatest needs of our people in our
parishes and have we strived to meet them
to the best of our ability? Are we familiar
with the people in our Parish, even those
who live on the edge, or are our horizons
limited solely to Church goers, family and
friends?
Have we done our best in our pastoral
care of youth, especially those who are
spiritually marginalised and bereft of an
appreciation of the Good News of Jesus
Christ? How can I better be Christ to those
with whom I live and am called to serve?
There are so many questions worth asking.
Too often, perhaps, we are painfully aware
of our limitations; are we aware of our real
potential? God gives us the Grace to be
who he has called us to be and to serve the
Lord more faithfully. Shall we not respond
to the Lord, like the fishermen disciples,
and put out our nets on the other side to
gather a large catch? To do what he has
commanded us to do and to be what he
has called us to be? It is the Lord’s work we
do and he calls us ever, in His mercy, to
greater things.
Isn’t it time to acknowledge that in
Australia, as in other parts of western
society, we are at the crossroads of life as a
people? Surely it is time to question what
values we hold dear, to ask where we are
going as individuals, as families, as a

community. What type of persons do we
want to become? What pathways might we
follow to become more fully human?
I look forward to the coming Jubilee and
I hope you do too. It is most certainly a
marvelous opportunity for us as Church to
see ourselves as we really are, and to
imagine in faith what we might become.
Please God, in that moment, we shall
celebrate together what beautiful things
God has done for us and continues to do
for us.
As we walk on our Jubilee journey
together it is my greatest hope that many of
us might be like the disciples on the road
to Emmaus. Like them we shall recall that
we have been in the company of the Risen
Christ, and in his merciful love we shall
say: “Were not our hearts burning inside
us as He talked to us on the road.”

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE JULY 2015 3

Office of Justice,
Saint News
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and
Publications Officer of the Australian
Catholic Social Justice Council

Lost at sea
In May 1939, the German passenger ship St Louis left
Hamburg for Cuba. Aboard were more than 900 Jewish
passengers desperate to find a safe haven somewhere –
anywhere – away from the threat of Nazi persecution.
But between the ship’s departure and its arrival in
Havana, the Cuban government changed its mind and
refused to accept the passengers. The St Louis had to seek
refuge elsewhere. For weeks the ship circled, first off the
US and then Canada, as the two governments found
reasons not to allow the passengers to land.
The captain was determined not to abandon his charges
until assured that they would all be safe. Eventually they
were accepted by Britain, Belgium, the Netherlands and
France and could disembark at Antwerp. Within a year, the
Nazis had invaded three of those four nations. Almost a
third of the would-be refugees would die.
The story of the St Louis (commemorated in the book
and film Voyage of the Damned) stung the world’s
conscience and became one of the inspirations for the UN’s
Refugee Convention. Australia played an important role in
drafting the Convention and was an early signatory.
It is 76 years since the St Louis left Hamburg. As I am
writing this, an even worse nightmare is being played out
in our own region. Not hundreds but thousands of men,
women and children are adrift off Thailand, Malaysia and
Indonesia, which pushed some of the boats back into
international waters in what the UN describes as ‘maritime
ping-pong’. Some have been at sea for months. Hundreds
have died, some in desperate fights for the last of the food
and water.
Malaysia and Indonesia at last agreed to take in some of
the asylum seekers and not to push boats back. Poor
Indonesian fishing villages in Aceh have accepted the boat
people and given them help.
Australia has been shamed by the example of the
Acehnese villagers. They did not turn their backs on
desperate people on their doorstep. They did not ask if the
asylum seekers had paid criminals for the privilege of
being abandoned and left to starve or drown. They did not
even remind Australia that the thousands adrift on these
seas are stark evidence that we have not ‘stopped the boats’
– that the boats have simply turned elsewhere.
The policy of boat push-backs, of rejecting desperate
people and of blaming them for their own desperation, is
one that Australia pioneered. It boasted of its policy’s
alleged success and still does. Asked if Australia would
accept any of these desperate people, our Prime Minister’s
response was ‘Nope, nope and nope’. Australia, he said,
would do nothing that would encourage people smugglers
or their clients.
In May 2014 Australia’s Bishops said: ‘We call on the
nation as a whole to say no to the dark forces, which make
these policies possible. The time has come to examine our
conscience and then to act differently.’ Australia is a leader
in our region, and we can lead for good or for ill. Let’s
choose the good.
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St Henry II
Born: 972
Died: 1024
Feast Day: July 13
Henry was born at Albach,
Hildesheim in Bavaria. He was the
son of Gisella of Burgundy and
Henry II, the Duke of Bavaria.
When he was a boy, he studied at
the cathedral school in Hildesheim
and wanted to become a priest, but
after his father’s death, Henry was
made Duke of Bavaria.
One night he had an unusual
dream. St Wolfgang, his beloved
teacher, appeared to him. Wolfgang pointed to the words, “after
six” written on the wall. What could that mean? Perhaps Henry
was to die in six days? So he prayed with great feeling for six
days, however, at the end of the six days, he was in perfect
health.
Perhaps it meant six months? The Duke devoted himself to
doing good more than ever. At the end of six months, he was
even healthier than before. So he decided he had six years to get
ready for death. But instead of dying after six years, he was
elected Emperor of Germany. Then he understood what the
dream had meant.
Henry worked hard to keep his people happy and at peace. To
defend justice he had to fight many wars. He was honest in
battle and insisted that his armies followed his example. Henry
married a very gentle and loving woman named Cunegundes
(or Kunigunda). She, too, has been proclaimed a saint.
Henry and Cunegundes went to Rome in 1014, where they
were crowned Emperor and Empress of the Holy Roman
Empire. Emperor Henry turned out to be one of the best rulers
of the Holy Roman Empire.
With great respect, he encouraged changes for improvements
in the Church. He supported the growth of new monasteries,
founded schools and built beautiful churches.
He was a man of prayer, and although he was attracted to
religious life, he accepted his role as husband and ruler and
fulfilled his responsibilities generously. Henry was just fifty-two
when he died in 1024.

Blessed Mother Theresa
and the sanctity of human life
By abortion, the mother does not learn to
love, but kills even her own child to solve her
problems. And, by abortion, that father is
told that he does not have to take any
responsibility at all for the child he has
brought into the world. The father is likely to
put other women into the same trouble. So
abortion just leads to more abortion. Any
country that accepts abortion is not teaching
its people to love, but to use any violence to
get what they want. This is why the greatest
destroyer of love and peace is abortion.

Briefly Speaking

Photo: Diocese of Broome

Fr Brian McCoy SJ recently returned to the Kimberley to attend
the Jubilee Celebrations of St Theresa’s Church in Balgo. Fr Brian
was previously Parish Priest in the Balgo/Kutjungka Parish and
returned not only for the celebrations, but to launch his new
book, Ireland to Balgo: Connecting Spirituality Through Art. The
book, written by Anne Howie, recounts the journey of Irish John
of God Sister, Sr Alice Dempsey, who spent many years in Balgo,
and is based on transcripts of interviews between Sr Alice and
Fr Brian. The book is available for download at
http://express.org.au/images/150520/IrelandToBalgo.pdf

Photo: J Leslie

Susan Sickert recently celebrated her 60th
birthday. Susan, a resident of Germanus Kent
House in Broome, moved to Broome in 1985 and
wrote a book about Broome’s early years titled
Beyond the Lattice. Susan is also known for hand
making leather shoes. Many happy returns Susan!

New Kids on the Block

Natasha Fejo with little Leisel Bin Swani from
Djarindjin after the recent Confirmation at Christ the
King Church, Lombadina. Photo: CAS

James Woggagia with baby Ivyrah Woggagia and
mum Davene Banjo at the Derby Hospital.
Photo: Fr J Purnell
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Caritas Kimberley
Australia’s Drastic Cut to Aid
Will Weaken our Global Leadership Role
Caritas Australia, the Catholic Church’s international aid and
development agency, is disheartened by the confirmation of
drastic cuts to the aid budget, warning that the cuts will
inevitably mean a significant scaling back of vital aid and
humanitarian programs.
Australia’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) was cut
to historic lows in the Budget. Australian aid will fall by
20%, or $1 billion, in the next financial year, officially making
the country the least generous we have ever been.
Caritas Australia’s CEO, Paul O’Callaghan, said the
Government’s decision marks an historic change in
Australia’s foreign policy and a stepping back from six
decades of playing a constructive leadership role in our region
and in the world.
“Australian aid has had a proud history of making a very
real difference to tens of millions of people in vulnerable

communities in our region and beyond,” Mr O’Callaghan
said, “these aid cuts will inevitably reduce our ability to
provide essential support in areas such as health, education,
sustainable livelihoods and resilience to natural disasters.”
“The cuts will put Australia near the bottom of the OECD
rankings as a contributor to international aid and
development efforts,” Mr O’Callaghan said.
“We will be spending just 25 cents in every $100 dollars on
aid next year, compared to the UK which will spend 70 cents
in every $100 dollars.”
“For hundreds of thousands of Australian Catholics who
support Caritas’ work, this decision represents an abandoning
of the region’s poorest people,” Mr O’Callaghan said.
“We urge the government to reverse its decision to cut the
aid program so drastically and to restore the aid budget in the
forward estimates,” Mr O’Callaghan said.

Yesteryear:

Images From Our Past

08 9192 2293

25 Robinson St, Broome WA 6725
centamanager@westnet.com.au

Providing Support to the
West Kimberley
• Emergency Relief: Food and Clothing
Vouchers
• Homeless Accommodation Support
• Homeless Support to Rough Sleepers
• Accommodation Support for people
living with Mental Health
• Public Tenancy Support Services

HOMELESS BREAKFAST:
Albert Kelly at Old Balgo in 1950’s at branding time.
Photo: Courtesy SSJG Heritage Centre

Fr McMahon Place
Mon, Wed, Fri
8.00am - 9.30am

WANTED: Volunteer Workers KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered.
For further details and an application form
please contact the co-ordinator:
Phone: 08 9192 1060
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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Part of the celebration will be a
Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
the land of Jesus’ birth.
Pilgrims will leave Australia for Rome
firstly and will visit St Peter’s Basilica
and the other wonderful sites of Rome
including the Vatican Museums, the
Sistine Chapel and the Colosseum.
Pilgrims will then fly to Israel to
visit Jesus’ country - Bethlehem,
Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, Bethany
and Jerusalem. Approximate Cost:
$7200 per person.

All enquiries should be directed
through the Bishop’s Office.
To register your interest please contact
Julie at the Bishop’s Office on
info@broomediocese.org
or 08 9192 1060
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Mission accomplished as conference
concludes with positive reviews
The results are in and delegates have
deemed ‘Mission: one heart many voices
2015’ a roaring success.
Hosted biennially by Catholic Mission
and Catholic Religious Australia, the
three-day mission conference was held
in May at the SMC Conference and
Function Centre in Sydney.
Nearly 400 delegates from a broad
range of Catholic sectors heard from
some of the world’s most profound
thinkers on mission as Father Stephen
Bevans, Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP,
Dr Maryanne Loughry, Father Denis
Edwards, Ms Jacqui Rémond and Mr
Graeme Mundine all addressed the
Conference.
For the first time, all six keynote
addresses over the three days were
streamed live around the world,
reaching audiences in the United States,
Peru, Russia, Tanzania, Japan, the
United Kingdom, and up to a dozen
other countries.
Catholic Mission Deputy National
Director Peter Gates said the conference
achieved its goal of being nurturing,
stimulating and inspiring: ‘From all
reports, we have had some extremely
positive feedback from delegates,’ he
said.
‘And to see that we had audiences
tuning in from every continent on Earth
is true witness to the fact that we are

many voices, but just one heart in
mission.’
Catholic Earthcare and Catholic
Health Australia were among those who
took to Twitter to share their experiences
of the conference. “After a wonderful 3
days [at Mission: one heart many voices]
conference it’s time for action!” tweeted
Loreto Australia. Others left positive
insights with event organisers, who are
already promising an even more
dynamic conference in 2017.
This year’s edition was the second of
its kind and garnered even greater
interest than in 2013, with renowned
missiologist Fr Bevans returning, and
with a spotlight on mission and ecology
ahead of Pope Francis’ highlyanticipated encyclical on the
environment.
Mr Gates said the diversity of the
content and contingent at the
conference made for a rich experience.
‘The conference was focused on living
the Joy of the Gospel and leading
mission in various ministries,’ he said.
‘There were delegates from across
Australia and overseas, and from a wide
variety of sectors including parish,
health and aged care, education and
social services, among others. Each
contributed a unique voice to the
dialogue and that made for a really
special conference.

‘In closing the conference we were
mindful of the words of Oscar Romero,
who was beatified recently: “We are
workers, not master builders; ministers,
not messiahs. We are prophets of a
future not our own.”’

Jahmarley Dawson from Kamilaroi/Waanyi
country welcomes delegates of MOHMV
2015 during the Acknowledgement of
Country. Photo: Catholic Mission

For a full recap of Mission: one heart many voices, please visit
www.mohmv.com.au

Share the Mission volunteers over several years
The Share the Mission programme was
established by the De La Salle Brothers to offer
opportunities for young people to devote a year
to the service of those in need.
The young people, generally taking a gap year
after their matriculation exams, spend ten
months working as volunteers in various works
conducted by the Brothers in Australia, Papua
New Guinea and New Zealand.
Balgo is fortunate in having had many of
these volunteers work in Luurnpa Catholic
School, the Kutjunka Trade Training Centre and
assisting in the Parish. They also do youth work
with the children after school.
Many of these young people have continued
their contact with Balgo over several years.
This group of past and present volunteers came
together at Balgo earlier this year. From left, Tom
Vidot, Pat Hurst, Anthony Cormick, Olivia Dunn,
Alijandro Barrientos, Mitch Marshall, Caleb
Bainbridge and Rosaline Stephano.
Photo: Br M Blattman fsc
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Vatican Dossier

APP REVIEW
By Fr Matthew Digges

Vatican.va

Free for

The Vatican.va app is the official website of the
Holy See (www.vatican.va). The app is available
in several languages including English, French,
Spanish, Italian and more.
The app includes everything - news, media
releases, videos, calendar, speeches, homilies,
prayers – all from the Vatican and all in one
easy to access place.
This really is your one stop shop for all the
news straight from the Vatican.

UPDATE: Church in the Kimberley,
Diocese Jubilee Year 2016
Preparations for Diocesan and Parish celebrations of 50 years
as a Diocese are well underway. Prior to Easter when parish
priests, associates and school principals met in Broome
planning commenced. Some events will be whole diocesan
events, and will include art exhibitions and art competitions,
providing the opportunity to celebrate the event through art;
the World Youth Day Cross visiting parishes; a Mass in the
grounds of the Cathedral in Broome to celebrate the day the
Diocese was proclaimed and a pilgrimage to Rome and the
Holy Land. Parishes are also planning and preparing
celebrations in their local and nearby communities, providing
the opportunity for all parishioners to come together to
celebrate the blessings we have received from 50 years of
Christianity in the Kimberley Diocese, while looking forward
to continued blessings in the future.
Jennifer and Barry Cambridge are visiting parishes across
the Kimberley to assist with, and support the planning and
implementation of the Jubilee Year celebrations.

Bidyadanga parish members Maureen and Madeline working
with Jennifer. Photo: Fr Benny

Pope Francis
Gives Three
Ingredients for
Family Living

Vatican City State,
(Zenit.org)
Deborah Castellano Lubov

Pope Francis has given families some practical advice during
a recent General Audience in St Peter’s Square.
Continuing with his catecheses on the family, the Holy
Father reminded the faithful of three words that “must be in
the home”: “May I, Thank You, Pardon Me.”
For happy family life, the Pontiff said, these phrases are
required in our hearts, homes and communities, and mean
more than just having good manners.
Speaking on asking ‘May I?,’ the Pontiff said we should not
just assume we have the right to certain things. When we ask
this permission, he said, we establish trust and respect with
our loved ones.
Proving his point, Francis recalled the words of Jesus in the
book of Revelation: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and
eat with him, and he with me “(3:20).
“Even the Lord asks permission to enter! Do not forget
that.”
On saying ‘Thank you,’ the Pontiff said our society has a
great need for gratitude, which makes us more sensitive to
the dignity of the human person and the demands of social
justice.
“Listen well to this: a Christian that doesn’t know how to
thank is one that has forgotten the language of God. This is
ugly.”
‘Pardon me,’ the Pope acknowledged is the hardest of the
three to say, yet he noted that when it’s not used many bad
things happen, especially in marriage. He asked those
gathered to ponder how we can be pardoned if we are not
willing to forgive.
“Many emotional wounds, many lacerations in families
begin with the loss of this precious word: ‘pardon’. In marital
life there are often quarrels, “plates” also “fly,” but I give this
advice: do not end the day without making peace. Listen well.
Husband and wife, have you quarrelled? -- Children with
parents? Did you quarrel intensely?
“It’s not right, but it isn’t the problem,” Francis said. “The
problem is that this sentiment must not be there the next day.”
“Never finish the day without making peace,” even if it’s
not easy, the Pope said. “A little gesture, a caress, without
words,” he pointed out, can be enough for it “stops the
infection”.
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Kimberley Wild

Kate Austen

Black faced cuckoo shrike
Coracina novaehollandiae
Although power lines are
intermittent throughout the
Kimberley, they are great places for
spotting birds, providing some of the
tallest structures around. A regular of
these overhead look-outs is the Blackfaced Cuckoo-shrike, one of the
Kimberley’s prettiest feathered
inhabitants.
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes have
beautiful, dusky, deep grey feathers,
fading to a very light grey on the
underparts. The adults have a black
face and throat, which in the
juveniles is just a black stripe.
Despite their name they are not
actually cuckoos.
The flight of the Black-faced
Cuckoo-shrike has a characteristic
rising and falling pattern, as it flaps

its wings a few times, then glides
with them tucked-in, slowly
loosing height until it flaps again.
It also has a cute habit of shuffling
its wings every time it lands.
Watch one! This little habit is easy
to observe. Other birds in the
family do the same thing, giving
them the name ‘Shufflewing’.
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes are
found in many parts of Australia,
and in all habitats except
rainforests. It is usual for birds to
mate with the same partner and use
the same breeding territories year
after year. They build a very small
nest made of sticks bound together
with stolen cobwebs! They feed
mainly on insects, spiders and
larvae.

Photo: JJ Harrison CC BY-SA 3.0

Kimberley Kitchen
Pizza Slice

by Brian Donnelly

At the Warmun Retreat Centre (Mirrilingki), there is
always plenty of cooking to be done. Kimberley Catholic
Volunteer Brian Donnelly’s pizza slice is a family
favourite which he has used at the Centre where he got
the thumbs up.
Try it yourself - it is simple to make and tasty to eat.

Photo: L Donnelly
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Ingredients:
1 pkt Jatz biscuits crushed
2 tablespoons butter
1/2 green capsicum diced
1 teaspoon dry mustard
2 eggs beaten
Tomato paste
250gms soft salami or bacon diced
1 onion diced
1 teaspoon garlic
1/4 cup of milk
Grated cheese
Method:
1. Crush the biscuits in a bowl. Mix in the eggs,
mustard and milk.
2. Fry onion, bacon, capsicum and garlic in butter
then mix with the biscuit mixture.
3. Lightly grease a small tray and press the mixture
into the tray.
4. Top with tomato paste and grated cheese.
5. Bake at 180 degrees for 20 mins

Church of the Kimberley - Heroes in Faith

Bill Worth

Bishop Otto Raible SAC - Part 2
A number of major set backs plagued
the reign of Bishop Raible apart from
the machinations of AO Neville. For
instance, a cyclone in 1935 brought
about the major destruction of Sacred
Heart Mission at Beagle Bay. But as
onerous as this was, it was nothing
compared to two other notable
occurrences: first the discovery of
leprosy among peoples of the Kimberley
and second, the outbreak of World War
II.
Before the end of the nineteenth
century, the first priest in Broome,
Father Nicholas de Emo, had reported,
the presence of leprosy in the town of
Broome and in surrounding areas,
while the Mayor wired the Premier in
Perth of his concerns in 1924. This
serious appeal saw no constructive
response from Perth. In 1933 the entire
Health Board in Derby resigned in
protest at the Government’s inaction,
thus prompting an investigation that
gathered information regarding those
infected with the disease, from a range
of remote and town locations. People
suffering the illness were sent to
Darwin, far from their homeland, many
never to see their ‘country-men’ again.
Despite several offers from Bishop
Raible and the St John of God Sisters to
staff a Lazaret in Derby, to care for
Kimberley patients, the Chief Protector
of Aborigines had his way and these
offers were refused. Finally, in 1936, the
Health Department in Perth opened the
Leprosarium in Derby and invited the
St John of God Sisters to staff the
Hospice – a task they maintained until
its closure. The Sisters’ caring work was
of monumental proportions and
resulted in many patients being sent
home to resume normal lives again.
Bishop Raible had always been at the
forefront of the on-going debate that
preceded the founding of the
Leprosarium in Derby. Like the St John
of God Sisters, he was adamant that
Aboriginal people needed to be treated
in their own region and he considered
their deportation to Darwin as nothing
short of stark cruelty that added
significantly to their grave misfortune.
By the time of the outbreak of World
War II the Bishop was well regarded by
society in the Kimberley. His
astuteness in establishing Rockhole as a
Mission, despite the worrying

Photo: Courtesy SSJG Heritage Centre

opposition of his nemesis, the Chief
Protector of Aborigines, AO Neville,
and then his bold move to sell the
Station and secure lands adjacent to the
Canning Stock Route for a new
Mission, won him the admiration of
many. He was most determined that the
Eastern Kimberley Mission succeed and
consequently poured much energy into
the project. It was well known that very
few people in the region harboured
serious opposition to the Kimberley’s
Vicar Apostolic, the Bishop’s official
title, and most were swept up in the
warmth of his personality and beaming
humour.
Rather sensibly he had taken out
citizenship some time before the War, a
decision which prevented his
incarceration in 1940 when authorities
arrested the other German missionaries
because they were aliens. The arrests
were prosecuted by the police at a time
when it was at last obvious that the
so-called ‘Phony War’ was indeed
another serious global conflict.
Bishop Raible appealed to his friends
in high places - Archbishops Prendiville
and Mannix among them - to help with
the release of those Religious who were
imprisoned in Broome Lock-up, who
then returned to the Mission to a

detention of sorts that allowed them
nonetheless to do their work. When
they eventually returned to Beagle Bay
there was much rejoicing among the
local people and the Sisters, who had
feared the worst for the Priests and
Brothers, and for Sacred Heart Mission.
A policeman was assigned to oversee
their ‘home-arrest’ and life could have
returned to some semblance of
normality except for the Japanese
military successes in nearby South-East
Asia that were regarded as an imminent
threat to Australian shores.
The fall of Singapore in January 1942
engendered a Government plan to ship
white civilians south, while coloured
and Asiatic residents of Broome were
advised to go to Beagle Bay. Although
welcoming the evacuees the
Missionaries were overwhelmed with so
many mouths to feed and so many
refugees to care for. Many of the newly
arrived residents of Beagle Bay were in
a state of panic or seriously traumatised.
The strafing of Broome, by Japanese
aircraft in March 1942, sent another
wave of refugees up the Peninsula to
the Sacred Heart Mission where they
found shelter if not a sense of absolute
safety. Invasion in the vicinity appeared
to be very close indeed.
While Government assistance
supporting the influx of refugees to
Sacred Heart was strong on promises it
was short on delivery. Supplies arrived
in a most sporadic fashion, if at all, and
seldom was the amount requested ever
satisfied. Clothing and bedding and
shelter were grossly inadequate to meet
the demand. Flour and rice, the staple
foodstuffs, were severely rationed, while
tins of bully beef and fish from the sea
when they arrived in the settlement
were greeted as luxury food items. The
local people lived well enough off bush
tucker and often shared what they had,
when they could, with the visitors. The
healthy population of emus took a
severe pounding at this time, as did the
Mission beef and goat herd, in an effort
to keep protein up to the hungry
newcomers. Little came back to the
Mission in the way of compensation
and added to the financial hardship
endured by the Bishop and both
Missions in the West Kimberley.

To be continued.
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To commemorate the 50th Anniversary of
St Theresa’s Church, Balgo - 16 May 2015

ABOVE: Madalene Nowee and Thania Ronalds giving the water blessing.

On 16 May 2015 people from many parts of Australia travelled
to Balgo to celebrate the 50th Jubilee of St Theresa’s church
with the local community.
In very cold and windy conditions, under a clear sky, people
gathered to give thanks for the past 50 years and to pray for
God’s blessings on the years ahead.
The ceremony began with the unveiling of the Jubilee
Plaque, situated at the back of the church, by Most Rev
Christopher Saunders, Bishop of Broome. This was followed
by the explanation of the Jubilee Art which was a combined
project completed by the Balgo church leaders. Each of the
leaders in turn told the story of their section of the painting.
Mass was then celebrated by Bishop Christopher Saunders
along with concelebrants, Balgo-Kutjungka Parish Priest Fr

James Saina, Vicar General Mgr Paul Boyers, Dampier
Peninsula Parish Priest Fr Hilary Rotich, and former Balgo
Parish Priest Fr Brian McCoy SJ. A colourful backdrop to the
Mass was the clusters of gold balloons and the painted stoles
worn by each of the Priests. Artwork also adorned the ambo
and the altar cloth.
Following the Mass there was a sharing of stories by
members of the community. Then the Jubilee cake was cut and
shared with all present. A powerpoint presentation, depicting
the history of the church during the last 50 years, was then
enjoyed by all.
On Sunday morning visitors and community members
visited Old Balgo for a guided tour and the telling of many
touching and precious memories of the times spent there.

As part of the Jubilee Celebrations, the church leaders painted
their story as a backdrop for the Jubilee mass. Here Mena Baadjo
(L) and Eva Nagomarra share their story.

Receiving a Kimberley Blessing are, from left, Fr Brian McCoy,
Mgr Paul Boyers and Fr Hilary Rotich. Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi rsj
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For the Jubilee of the church building in Balgo, Magda
Lee painted a special gold coloured chasuble for Bishop
Saunders. During the celebrations she explained the
symbols: The Holy Spirit is sending down tongues of
fire (the gold and the red) and In the centre is the Holy
Mangerri, the bread and wine of the Eucharist.

At the site of the Old Balgo Mission is, from left, Helicopter
Tjungurrayi, George Lee and Jimmy Tchooga. Photo: CAS

Enjoying the celebrations were Sadie
Padoon and her mother Kathleen
Padoon from Balgo. Photo: Sr Alma
Cabassi rsj

During the 2013 Pilgrimage to Beagle Bay, the Balgo Parish
presented a story in paint as a gift to Sacred Heart Church
in Beagle Bay. For the Balgo celebrations, a group of people
from Dampier Peninsula Parish travelled to Balgo to return the
complement and presented Balgo Parish with artwork from
Beagle Bay.

Also at the Old Balgo Mission, Gracie Mosquito in front of
the old Girls Dormitory. Photo: CAS

Noah, Ainsley and Caracella check out
the school’s photo display.
Photo: Br M Blattman fsc

A ‘killer’ was provided for the celebratory
meal. Photo: Br M Blattman fsc
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People Stories

Br Martin Blattman fsc

Helicopter Tjungurrayi
Memories as told to Br Martin
Old Mission and stayed there.
Blattman fsc by Helicopter with the help
His ‘brothers’ Charlie, Brandy and
of his grandnephew Azman and other
Patrick and his ‘sisters’ Yumi and Trudy
information from his niece Magda Lee.
were also there.
Born 1947. His language is Kukatja.
As a boy he was in the dormitory at
His father’s country was near
Nynmi in the area of Jupiter Well
on the Canning Stock Route west
of Kiwirrkurra in the Great Sandy
Desert.
He was ‘born in the bush’ before
going to Old Mission.
When he was about 10 years old,
his family was travelling from
Jupiter Well hunting for food. His
father and uncles were using
burning of the spinifex to hunt, and
his mother and grandmother were
carrying him as he was very sick
(Magda says he was badly burnt on
his side).
A group of kartiya (non
aboriginals} in a helicopter saw the
fires where the men were hunting
and flew there to see what was
happening. They saw people
running away as they were afraid of
the noise and size of the helicopter.
The helicopter landed and the
men told them about their families
Photo: Br M Blattman fsc
nearby. When they saw how badly
hurt Helicopter was they flew him
to Kururrungku (Billiluna) and then to
Old Mission where he went to school.
Old Mission to the ‘hospital’ there and
The old people lived in a camp at the
then from there he was flown to Derby
creek.
hospital. Since then he has had the
When he grew up he had many jobs
name Helicopter.
in Old Mission. He carted wood and
When he returned his family went to
worked in the gardens, drilled for water,

built fences for the stock.
Here in Balgo he also had many jobs.
He worked on the original stone houses.
He also helped a little bit with the
building of the stone church. His
brothers were mainly involved in that
work on the church. Most of
Helicopter’s building work was on
building the houses. He also worked
helping in the vegetable gardens, and
made bricks for the buildings.
Another job he had was going with
the truck to Wyndham (there was no
Kununurra then) to bring back
supplies. They also went to Derby
and Broome to get supplies. In Balgo
he worked on building the water
tanks and learnt welding at that time.
He also learnt to drive ‘the old bomb
truck’ and collected sand for the
building of the houses, etc.
With his wife Napanangka
Yukenbarri he had three daughters
and one son and his wife had three
other children. He has many
descendants currently living.
He is now a well-known painter
in Balgo and spends his time doing
paintings. He has paintings in the
National Gallery of Victoria and
most state galleries; Gantner Myer
Collection; Kluge Ruhe Aboriginal
Art Collection; Musée du Quai Branly,
Paris; University of Virginia and
others.
He was a Maparn for the people; He
grew up in the Old Law. He had the
healing powers.

Garnduwa
On Thursday 28 May, twenty eight students spent the
day playing magnificent basketball at the Wyndham
Recreation Centre. Organised by Garnduwa, teams
from Kununurra and Halls Creek District High
Schools travelled to play against two home town teams
from Wyndham.
The day was an exceptional display of skill and
talent from all players who played some hard and
challenging games. At the end of the six qualifying
matches three out of the four teams were tied, Halls
Creek and WDHS White were left to battle it out for a
place in the Grand Final against the WDHS Orange
team.
Unfortunately Halls Creek fell just short of a goal at
the final siren leaving an all Wyndham Grand Final.
Both Wyndham teams continued their great basketball
skills to the very end with WDHS Orange just too
strong taking out the Grand Final by 16 points.
14 KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE JULY 2015

The winning team of the Basketball Competition - Wyndham District
High School Orange. Photo: L Allen

Magdalene Tijiliarn Nakamara Lee’s Painting

‘My Birth Story at Old Mission’
As part of the Jubilee Celebrations at St Theresa’s Church in Balgo, the
church leaders painted their story as a backdrop for the Jubilee mass.
This is Magdalene’s story.

My story was told to me by my aunty.
My mother was due to have me and was
due to fly out on the plane to the
hospital. In the evening she had these
labour pains so she told her mum to go
with her away from the Mission. That’s
when she started having these pains.
They were both down the creek bed
when she gave birth to me. That’s when
they had to get some ant hill to put on
my head. They crushed it and put it on
my head and some black stuff to keep
the flies and mozzies away. My
grandmother went up and dug a hole
with some leaves at the bottom.

My mum had to feed me for a while
and had to leave me when I went to
sleep in the hole with my head sticking
out of the ground. And they left me
there and went back to the Mission
pretending that they went out to collect
food and fire sticks for the night.
In the morning my aunty Theresa
Mosquito and her husband went along
looking for muscles and crabs and my
aunty heard a baby cry when the sun
was up. My aunty heard a baby and she
yelled out to old man and said, ‘there’s
four dingoes watching her’. So he had to
chase the dingoes with his boomerangs
and then my aunty came and got
me out of the ground and took
me down to the river to wash me.
I was covered with ants and was
crying. She had a little boy in her
coolamon and she took a blanket
and wrapped me up and took me
to the hospital.
The nuns went down to the
camp to see how my mum was so
she came out of her humpy that
was made out of spinifex and
grass and trees. They saw her and
asked her what happened to your
tummy. She told them she had no
baby so they took her to the
hospital. They sat her down in
the little corner room called the
chapel and it had a picture of
Saint Mary Magdalene. They were
talking to her and she heard a
baby cry in the waiting room. She
knew it was her cousin that
brought me in. Her cousin
growled her, why did you leave
this pretty little girl in the bush.
The nuns washed and cleaned

me and told my mum, ‘it’s the feast of
Saint Mary Magdalene, the 22 July,’ the
day after I was born and that’s how I got
my kartiya (white person) name. My
mother said she’s got a name already,
she’s called Tijiliarn. The nuns gave me
the name Magdalene because it was the
feast of Saint Mary Magdalene.
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Sisters of St John of God Heritage Centre
Breaking New Ground for God: Sr Joseph McCaffrey’s Story
In spite of her youth and
to Lombadina Mission. Sr Joseph, ever ready to ‘break new
inexperience, Blanche McCaffrey left
ground for God’ was in the inaugural group of three Sisters.
Fremantle to sail to Beagle Bay
There was at that time not even a track between the two places
Mission, the only Australian with the
and the only transport was on the Mission lugger. She could
turn her hand to anything, an invaluable ability when working
first group of SSJG and ready to
in such isolation with native people, constantly pioneering and
‘break new ground for God’. This
breaking new ground. (Popham p.61)
she did several times throughout her
49 years of ministry in the
First Provincial
Kimberley.
When word came in late 1927 that the Congregational
Hearing of the need and the
leadership team in Wexford, Ireland had accepted the
Sisters who were preparing to go
Kimberley Sisters into the congregation as the Province of St
north to work with Aboriginal
Francis Xavier, Sr Joseph, again ‘breaking new ground’,
women
became the first
Blanche, a
Provincial of the newly
local Perth
constituted group.
girl, offered
A Kind and Beautiful
herself.
Lady
Mother
During the years, Joseph
Antonio
kept in contact with her
accepted
Blanche as
family through letters
her as a
bridesmaid,
many of which were
Perth 1904
postulant
donated to the Heritage
but they
Centre Broome in 2007.
were sailing in three weeks – could
These letters provide
Blanche be ready? She could and
valuable information
she was. They could not take her as
about the family but
a religious unless she wore the
also about missionary
religious habit. So Blanche found
life between 1914 and
herself clothed and named ‘Joseph’
1927.
with no time for the usual trial
McCaffrey family, Adelaide Terrace Perth 1899
The letters reveal
period as a postulant.
Joseph as a good
So on the 23 April 1907 in
descriptive writer, well
Subiaco, Blanche received the
educated and clear in
religious habit and the name of
her vocation. The
Joseph. Then, on the 26 May, with
letters chat about day to
the Sisters gathered on the deck of
day happenings at both
the SS Bullara at Fremantle Port,
Beagle Bay and
Blanche (now Sr Joseph) was sent to
Lombadina Missions.
the front to proclaim to the cheering
She covers topics such
crowd gathered to farewell the ship,
as weather, weddings,
We go in the name of the Father
sawmills, making bricks,
and the Son and the Holy Ghost.
comings and goings of
Archival documents tell us that
visitors and staff as well
the day after arriving at Beagle Bay
as the overall affects
Mission Sr Margaret was put in
from World War I and
charge of school activities and Srs
the looming depression
Joseph and Dolores assigned to help
of the late 1920s.
her. Thus Sr Joseph’s teaching years
Sister Joseph died in
Sisters at Broome Convent 1932, Blanche seated centre.
began. She worked in schools at
Broome 1957. Her last
Beagle Bay, Lombadina and St
years were spent in the
Mary’s in Broome.
infirmary. Her passing made no tempest of wailing outside
Her valuable musical skills were put to good use when Sr
the convent – but her sweet loving spirit must have rejoiced in
Francis Xavier O’Sullivan, the first new recruit in the
its going ‘home to God’.
Kimberley, joined the order and brought with her a piano.
Words on her headstone in the Broome Cemetery indicate
What an asset it was and Antonio was quick to make use of it.
how others saw her. ALWAYS GENTLE AND LOVING –
She sent for Sr Joseph to come from Beagle Bay to Broome
BREAKING NEW GROUND FOR GOD.
and start music lessons.
Lombadina Foundation

Lombadina Mission had been founded in 1911 by Fr Nicholas
Emo and was located 45 kms from Beagle Bay Mission. In
1913 the Sisters responded to a request to extend a foundation
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REFERENCES: Popham, D (Ed). Reflections: Profiles of
150 Women who helped make Western Australia’s
History. Carroll’s Pty. Ltd, Perth. Sisters Memoirs
50234-2, 50063-10.

Notre Dame Kimberley
Historic roundtable on Indigenous property rights hosted by Notre Dame
More than 40 of the country’s most prominent Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leaders gathered at The
University of Notre Dame Australia’s Broome Campus on 19-20 May 2015, to map out a national agenda of
Indigenous property rights to, ultimately, reflect the gains achieved by recent land rights and Native Title
negotiations.

The Indigenous Leaders Roundtable was coordinated by
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice
Commissioner, Mick Gooda, and Australia’s Human Rights
Commissioner, Tim Wilson, with support from the Nulungu
Research Institute and Notre Dame’s Broome Campus. This
was on the back of a trip to the Broome Campus in August
2014 by Mr Gooda to deliver the Nulungu Reconciliation
Lecture on Indigenous constitutional recognition.
Discussions surrounded the nature of Indigenous property
rights across the country, with a focus on how to overcome
government regulations, compensation troubles, legislative
changes and, above all, maximise the gains from land rights
and Native Title agreements.
Commenting on the matter of Aboriginal property rights,
Mr Wilson said that “property rights are the forgotten human
right and that is what has come out of this meeting. When
you touch on such a critical issue that undermines economic
security and participation in society, there is an overwhelming
enthusiasm to talk about these issues in a constructive way to
affect change.”

Bruce Gorring, Tim Wilson, Anna Dwyer (Research
Assistant in the Nulungu Research Institute), Associate
Professor Sandra Wooltorton (Director of the Nulungu
Research Institute) and Mick Gooda at the Indigenous
Leaders Roundtable on the Broome Campus.
Photo: UNDA

A different way to have your
groceries delivered
While most of us take for granted the ability to go to the shops which
offer a big range of fresh fruit and vegetables, in Kalumburu, in the
far north of Western Australia, things are a bit different.
The majority of the supplies, including fruit and vegetables, are
delivered by a barge from Darwin every fortnight. So if the store runs
out of something you want, it’s a long wait till it is back in stock!

A spot of sport
At Lombadina/Djardijin, William McKenzie
(left) and Cameron Ningella enjoyed a
friendly game of basketball.

Photo: Fr C Knapman

Photo: G Fyvie
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Parish News
BALGO

BROOME

The blankets, being held by the St Theresa’s Church Balgo
Leaders Magda, Helen and Gracie, were knitted and donated
by a Wyndham Vale Community knitters group in Victoria.

Earlier in 2015, Bishop Saunders celebrated the baptism of
Eve Connolly at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in
Broome.

Photo: L Grant

From left, mother Tabbitha Connolly, godmother Sarah Connolly
holding baby Eve, godfather Dan Connolly, and father Phillip
Connolly. Photo: CAS

DAMPIER PENINSULA
Christ the King Church in Lombadina/Djarindjin and Sacred
Heart Church in Beagle Bay celebrated the Sacrament of
Confirmation with Bishop Saunders in May.

At Sacred Heart Church in
Beagle Bay, Bishop Saunders is
confirming Tania Smith, with her
sponsor Sharon Cox.

Bishop Christopher Saunders and Parish Priest Fr Hilary Rotich with the
children who received the Sacrament of Confirmation at Christ the King
Church in Lombadina. Front, from left, Garston James and Nathan Hunter.
Back, from left, Rowena Hunter, Dikcoda Sampi and William Kuiper.
Photo: M Townshend

18 KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE JULY 2015

Also at
Confirmation
in Christ the
King Church
were, from
left, Kiarna
Collard, Eijahn
Mullaley and
Georgia Clark.
Photo: CAS

Parish News
DERBY
Recently Alex Robert was baptised at Holy Rosary Church in
Derby. Alex is seen here with his mother and father Nisha
and Robert and godparents, from left Mathew George, Tom
Mathew, Shilly Paul, Nisha Paulose, Migha Vipin, Kain
Vipin, Mgr Paul Boyers and Robert Alex.

Photo: Mgr P Boyers

Photo: Fr J Purnell

Mgr Paul Boyers recently baptised Letrhane Lawford and
Abigail Angie during Mass at Wangkatjunga Community.
Letrhane and Abigail are seen here with family and friends.
From left, Jonnthon Greene, Letrhan’s mother Danielle
Dingle, Marlene Gray with Letrhane, Edith Greene, Sophie,
Helen Jack, Abigail with her mother Gemma Matthews and
Sharon Matthews.

RINGER SOAK

Celebrating Pentecost in Ringer Soak 2015.
Photo: Sr D Colborne rsj

The community of Ringer Soak recently celebrated First
Communion and Pentecost with Fr John Purnell, Sr Alma
Cabassi rsj and Sr Diane Colborne rsj.

Fr John Purnell at Ringer Soak with the students who received their First
Holy Communion. From left, Trishalia Macale, Bryson Long, Ryan Long,
Tenille Carlton and Craig Tchooga. Photo: Sr D Colborne rsj

KALUMBURU
Fr Christopher Knapman recently returned to
Our Lady of the Assumption Church in
Kalumburu. Fr Christopher, who spent two
years in Kalumburu as a Youth Worker before
being ordained, is relieving for Parish Priest Fr
Nicholas Kipkemboi while on annual leave.

The children were keen to catch up with
Fr Christopher Knapman after being away
for so long. Photo: A Rohr
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Parish News
LA GRANGE/BIDYADANGA
At St John the Baptist Church in La Grange/Bidyadanga, Parish Priest
Fr Benny Calanza has been kept busy with baptisms.
LEFT: Baptised was
baby Amariah Lydia
Mandijalu carried
by her mother Kayla
and surrounded by
godparents, family
and friends.
Photo: Fr B Calanza

Just baptised baby
Janedna Minga in the arms
of her parents Cynthia and
Fabian.
Photo: Fr B Calanza

School News
BALGO
Luurnpa Catholic
School in Balgo
celebrated Founders
Day in honour of St
John Baptist de la
Salle, patron of
educators, on 15 May.
As part of the
celebrations, the
students enjoyed
painting and a game
of tunnel ball.

Photo: Br M Blattman fsc

Photo: Br M Blattman fsc

BROOME
St Mary’s College
Broome Senior
Students celebrated in
style in the theme of
Arabian Nights at
their recent school
ball held at Cable
Beach Club. The ball,
held annually, is a
highlight of the
school’s social
calendar with weeks
of planning and
organisation leading
up to it.
Photo: St Mary’s
College Broome
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LIFE - It is sacred

Unborn baby. 19 weeks.

School News
GIBB RIVER

DERBY

Wanalirri Catholic School, Gibb River, student, Courtney Gallagher
combines healthy eating with healthy lifestyle choices on a school trip to
the Hann River recently. Healthy eating is a part of the school’s approach
in the meals served to students, the rewards and treats offered, and the
Science and Design and Technology curriculum. Whilst it is hard to
regularly provide
fresh fruit at
school, Foodbank
donations help to
provide canned
fruit for the
breakfast
programme. It all
helps to keep the
smiles on their
faces.

At Holy Rosary School in Derby children enjoyed
walking to school on Friday, 22 May to support Walk
to School Day.

Courtney Gallagher,
Year 4 student.
Photo: D Savoia

From left, Lyla Tobin, Amber Newman-Martin and Layla
Haley. Photo: C Watson

KUNUNURRA

RINGER SOAK

At St Joseph’s School in Kununurra, Mothers Day was celebrated
with a Mothers Day liturgy where we reflected on the life of Mother
Mary, our
mothers and
also the other
important
women in our
lives. The
celebration
included
mothers and
children
sharing their
thoughts on
mothers and
motherhood.

At Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School in Ringer Soak,
students proudly show off their First Reconciliation
Certificates.

Photo: M Monks

From left students, Tremayne Cox, Zephan Cox, Jomahl
Tchooga and Tenille Carlton with Fr Frank Birrell.
Photo: L Bucknell

RED HILL
Warlawurru Catholic School in Red Hill, Halls Creek,
has begun a new music program in 2015. The program
aims to give students the skills and enthusiasm to sing
and play a musical instrument. Middle and senior
primary students started learning to play ukulele in their
music classes during Term 1. The school now has a classset of ukuleles so that all students get the chance to learn
at the same time. When students have learned the basics
and can play their ukulele chords well, some progress to
guitar.
Students enjoying their ukuleles.
Photo: Warlawurru Catholic School
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Prayer Time
RECONCILIATION PRAYER

Parish/Mass
Centres
BROOME

Holy Father, God of Love
You are the Creator of this land
and all good things
We acknowledge the pain and
shame of our history
And the suffering of our peoples.
And we ask your forgiveness.
We thank you for the survival of Indigenous cultures
Our hope is in you because you gave your son Jesus,
To reconcile the world to you.
We pray for your strength and grace to forgive,
Accept and love one another,
As you love us and forgive and accept us in the sacrifice of your Son.
Give us the courage to accept the realities of our history,
So that we may build a better future for our nation.
Teach us to respect all cultures.
Teach us to care for our land and waters.
Help us to share justly the resources of this land.
Help us to bring about spiritual and social change
To improve the quality of life for all groups in our communities,
Especially the disadvantaged.
Help our young people to find true dignity and self-esteem by your Spirit.
May your power and love
Be the foundations on which we build our families,
Our communities and our Nation. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Matthew Digges
Mass times:
			 Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
			 Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

Amen

DERBY

Recently Departed
†† GLEN BULLEN
				

†† WILLIAM TATAYA 		
				

of Bidyadanga died in Port Hedland 			
on 5 May 2015.
of Gibb River, died tragically in 			
Broome on 7 May 2015.

†† SUSAN MANDIJARRA

of Balgo died on 15 May 2015.

†† JOSEPH GONGIN

of Balgo died in the dialysis unit at 			
Kununurra on 27 May 2015.

				

†† SEBASTIAN KALION 		

of Balgo died in hospital in Perth on 			
				27 May 2015.

†† LENNY MITCHELL 		
				

of Halls Creek and previously of Oombulgurri, 		
died tragically on 29 May 2015.

†† KEVIN LUKE 			

of Goolwa SA, one time Lay Missionary at 		
				
Lombadina and Kalumburu, died on 			
				1 June 2015.

†† YVONNE BURGU &		
†† NARELLE NULGIT 		

of Gibb River, died tragically in a car accident
on 8 June 2015

May they rest in Peace
If you have any death notices you would like to include please email kcp@broomediocese.org

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA
Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr James Saina
Mass times:
Balgo:
Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
Billiluna: Sunday 4:00pm
Mulan:
Sunday 10:00am

DAMPIER PENINSULA
Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hilary Rotich
Mass times:
Beagle Bay: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 8:00am
Lombadina: Sunday 5:00pm
Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
Derby:
Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 9:00am
Fitzroy Crossing: 5:00pm 2nd & 4th
				
Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK
Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times:
		 2nd and 4th Sundays: 8:30am
		 1st and 3rd Sundays: 6:00pm

KALUMBURU
Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Nicholas
Kipkemboi
Mass times:
				
Saturday 5:30pm Vigil
				
Sunday 7:00am

KUNUNURRA
Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times:
Kununurra: Sunday 8:30am
Wyndham: Sunday 5:00pm
Warmun: Monday 5:00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA
Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Benny Calanza
Mass times: Sunday 9:00am

WYNDHAM
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Refer Kununurra Parish

ABOVE: At the recent Jubilee celebrations in Balgo to celebrate 50 years of St Theresa’s
Church, Fr Brian McCoy SJ launched his book, Ireland to Balgo: Connecting Spirituality
Through Art . From left, Bishop Christopher Saunders, Fr Brian McCoy SJ and BalgoKutjunka Parish Priest Fr james Saina.

ABOVE: Paul Sampi from One Arm Point
recently took some time to show
Fr Christopher Knapman some of his
artwork. Photo: Fr C Knapman

ABOVE: Sacred Heart School in Beagle Bay recently
welcomed Margie Abbott, wife of Prime Minister Tony
Abbott. Far right is Mary O’Reeri who organised the
welcome to country. Second from left is the Principal of
Sacred Heart School, Lyla Forte. Photo: CAS

LEFT: With the colder weather here, Wanalirri
Catholic School Gibb River Principal, Dean Savoia,
was happy just to watch as the school students
enjoyed a swim at the Hann River. Pictured with
Dean is Year 1 student Tatyana White.
Photo: D Savoia

